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M E M O R A N D U M

TO: S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e
C h a i r ,  S e n a t e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e

F R OM: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a x  G r u e n b e r g

D A TE: A p r i l  1 6 , 1 9 9 2

RE: S c h e d u l i n g  o f  H B  394

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  y o u  w o u l d  s c h e d u l e  H B  3 9 4 , "  A n  A c t  
R e l a t i n g  t o  N o t a r i e s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . " a s  
s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .

H B  394 d e a l s  w i t h  s e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  n o t a r y  i s s u e s :  (1) it 
w o u l d  r e q u i r e  a l l  n o t a r i e s  t o  u s e  a r u b b e r  s t a m p  i n s t e a d  of 
t h e  e m b o s s e d  s e a l ;  (2) i t  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  n o t a r i e s  t o  k e e p  a 
j o u r n a l ;  (3) it  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  n o t a r y ' s  e x p i r a t i o n  u a t e  t o  
b e  i n c l u d e d  w i t h  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a l r e a d y  r e q u i r e d  o n  t h e  seal. 
(4) i t  s e t s  out, d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  a n o t a r y ,  a n d  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  u n d e r  A S  4 4 . 5 0 . ( 5 )  i t  r e q u i r e s  a n o t a r y  t o  r e t u r n  
p a p e r s  t o  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  if a t h e  n o t a r y  d i es, 
r e s i g n s ,  i s  d i s q u a l i f i e d ,  r e m o v e d  f r o m  o f f i c e ,  o r  p e r m a n e n t l y  
m o v e s  f r o m  t h e  st a t e .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  m e  o r  S t a n  R o b b i n s ,  m y  
C h i e f  o f  s t a f f ,  a t  e x t . 4968.

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  consid e r a t i o n .
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H o n o r a b l e  S e n a t o r  R i c k  H a l f o r d  
P . O .  B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811 

R e :  CS 394 (L&C)

D e a r  S e n a t o r  H a l f o r d :

I  w i s h  t o  r e g i s t e r  my v i o l e n t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i l l .  T h e  o r i g i n a l  p r o p o s a l  
w js  b a d  e n o u g h ,  b u t  t h e  n e w e s t  r e v i s i o n  i s  t e r r i b l e .

I  h a v e  b e e n  a n o t a r y  p u b l i c  s i n c e  1976, s o l e l y  t o  n o t a r i z e  t h e  p a p e r  w o r k  
r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  D i v i s i o n  o f  I n s u r a n c e .  We a r e  a s m a l l  mom a n d  p o p  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h  my h u s b a n d  h o l d i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e d  l i c e n s e s .  B e f o r e  I  a p p l i e d  
a n d  r e c e i v e d  my n o t a r y  i n  1976, i t  w as  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  I  c o u l d  n o t a r i z e  my 
h u s b a n d ' s  s i g n a t u r e  o n  t h e  r e q u i r e d  p a p e r s  f o r  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  I n s u r a n c e .
T h e  n ew  b i l l  w o u l d  e f f e c t i v e l y  d e n y  my r i g h t  t o  n o t a r i z e  h i s  s i g n a t u r e .

T h e  j o u r n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  n e w  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  S e c t i o n  I  w i l l  
b e  m o r e  t h a n  t im e - c o n s u m i n g .  T o  d a t e  i n  1992 I  h a v e  n o t a r i z e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
200 s i g n a t u r e s .  K n o w i n g  t h e y  a r e  a l l  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  h a v e  n o t  k e p t  
a j o u r n a l ,  f e e l i n g  t h a t  i f  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o v e ,  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  I n s u r a n c e  h a s  
a l l  t h e  o r i g i n a l s ,  p l u s  c o p i e s .  C a n  y o u  i m a g i n e  t h e  p a p e r  w o r k  a n d  t i m e  
i n v o l v e d  i n  h a n d l i n g  c l o s e  t o  1 ,000  n o t a r i e s  p e r  y e a r .

P l e a s e  d o  w h a t e v e r  y o u  c a n  t o  k i l l  t h i s  b i l l .

V e r y  t r u l y  y o u r s ,

S . HuyckeJane
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April 23, 1992

Honorable Drue Pearce
Chairman, Labor and Commerce Committee
Alaska State Senate
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99811

RE: Committee Substitute for House Bill 394

Dear Senator Pearce:

On behalf of the Nauonal Notary Association, a nonprofit educational organization 
serving the nation’s 4.2 million Notaries Public, I applaud the recent introduction of 
Committee Substitute for House Bill 394, a proposal requiring each Notary to keep a 
journal of his or her notarial acts.

Keeping a journal record of one’s official acts is not only a prudent, businesslike practice, 
but protects the public by providing valuable documentary evidence of a notarization 
should memory fail or should an original document become altered or misplaced.

A journal may also preclude a baseless lawsuit by showing that the Notary did use 
reasonable care or that a transaction did occur as recorded.

The bill additionally requires Notaries to use only seals that are black-inking stamps -  a 
provision favored by document recorders to simplify the microfilming process.

As the nation’s clearinghouse for information on Notary laws, customs and practices, we 
welcome your questions. Please let us know if we can be of service.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Faerber 
Vice President, Legislation

CNF:ecs

cc: Honorable John B. Coghill 
Lieutenant Governor




