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H A N D  D E L I V E R E D  

C O P Y  B Y  C E R T I F I E D  M A I L

Re: A l a s k a  C o a s t w i s e  Pilots' A s s o c i a t i o n

O u r  f i l e  n o .  2 1 0 2 . 3

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  H i c k e l :

A t t a c h e d  a r e  c o p i e s  of l e t t e r s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  

c i r c u l a t e d  to a l l  d e c k  o f f i c e r s  e m p l o y e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  of 

A l a s k a  M a r i i e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  w e r e  

w r i t t e n  a n d  c i r c u l a t e d  at the r e q u e s t  of, a n d  in c o m b i n a t i o n  

with, y o u r  a p p o i n t e e  to t h e  S t a t e  M a r i n e  P i l o t  B o a r d ,  D a l e  O. 

Collins,* t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M a s t e r s ,  M a t e s  & P i l o t s '  Un ion; 

an d the S o u t h e a s t e r n  A l a s k a  Pi lo ts ' A s s o c i a t i o n  ("SEAPA"), of  

w h i c h  C o l l i n s  is  a m e m b e r  a n d  p a s t  o f f i c e r .

T h e s e  l e t t e r s  s e e k  to d i s c o u r a g e  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  

S y s t e m  d e c k  o f f i c e r s  f r o m  w o r k i n g  w i t h  A C P A  a n d  to p r e v e n t  

A C P A  t r a i n e e s  f r o m  o b t a i n i n g  t r a i n i n g  t r i p s  o n  the  s t a t e  

f e r r i e s  n e c e s s a r y  to q u a l i f y  for t h e i r  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o a s t  

G u a r d  a n d  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  l i c e n s e s .  R e c e n t  e v e n t s  c o n f i r m  

this i n t e n t  w i t h  a  v e n g e a n c e .

T h i s  s p r i n g ,  C a p t a i n  K a t h l e e n  R a t h g e b e r  b e g a n  

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  A C P A ' s  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  f o r  p r o s p e c t i v e  

d e p u t y  m a r i n e  p i l o t s .  C a p t a i n  R a t h g e b e r  h a s  e x c e l l e n t  

c r e d e n t i a l s .  S h e  is a g r a d u a t e  o f  t h e  U.S. M e r c h a n t  M a r i n e  

A c a d e m y  a t  K i n g s  Po int, N e w  York; is l i c e n s e d  as M a s t e r  of 

O c e a n  S t e a m  o r  M o t o r  V e s s e l s  of A n y  T o n s ;  a n d  h a s  s e r v e d  in 

all c a p a c i t i e s  u p  to s t a f f  c a p t a i n  o f  c r u i s e  sh ip s.

H ono ra b lo  W a l t e r  J .  H ic k e l
p .  1



Un'.'il thi s week, C a p t a i n  R a t h g e b e r  w a s  r i d i n g  t h o  

S t a t e  of A l a s k a ,  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m ' s  M / V  T A K U  as  a p i l o t  

o b s e r v e r ,  in o r d e r  to o b t a i n  th e a r e a  e x p o s u r e  a n d  r e c e n c y  

t r i p s  n e c e s s a r y  for  h e r  l i ce ns e.  It w a s  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  

b a s e d  o n  a s s u r a n c e s  f r o m  C a p t a i n  K e l l y  M i t c h e l l  of  t h e  M a r i n e  

H i g h w a y  S y s t e m ,  t h a t  s h e  w a s  w e l c o m e  to r i d e  t h e  M / V  T A K U  as 

p a r t  o f h e r  e f f o r t  to o b t a i n  a p i l o t ' s  l i c e n s e .

T h i s  c h a n g e d  w h e n  the a t t a c h e d  l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  

I O M M & P  w a s  c i r c u l a t e d  l a s t  w e e k  to a l l  d e c k  o f f i c e r s  e m p l o y e d  

b y  t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a ' s  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m .  W h e n  t h e  M / V  

T A K U  d o c k e d  in K e t c h i k a n  th is  wee k,  th is  l e t t e r  w a s  d e l i v e r e d  

to th e  v e s s e l ' s  d e c k  o f f i c e r s .  Y o u r  a p p o i n t e e  to t h e  S t a t e  

P i l o t  Bo ard , D a l e  0. C o l l i n s ,  t h e n  a p p a r e n t l y  m e t  w i t h  th e 

C a p t a i n  of  t h e  M / V  T A K U .

A f t e r  m e e t i n g  w i t h  y o u r  a p p o i n t e e ,  t h e  

C a p t a i n  of th e M / V  T A K U  a d v i s e d  C a p t a i n  R a t h g e b e r  t h a t  h e  

w o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  s i g n  h e r  t r i p  l o g s  o r  o t h e r w i s e  a s s i s t  h e r  in  

h e r  e f f o r t s  to o b t a i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a s t a t e  

p i l o t ' s  l i c e n s e .  H e  a d v i s e d  C a p t a i n  R a t h g e b e r  t h a t  a l l  o t h e r  

d e c k  o f f i c e r s  e m p l o y e d  b y  th e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a ' s  M a r i n e  

H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  w o u l d  j o i n  i n  t h e  b o y c o t t  o f  h e r  e f f o r t s  to 

o b t a i n  t h i s  n e c e s s a r y  t r a i n i n g .  A t  h i s  s u g g e s t i o n ,  C a p t a i n  

R a t h g e b e r  l e f t  t h e  M / v  T A K U  a t  A u k e  Bay.

It is o u r  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  I O M M & P  c i r c u l a t e d  the  

a t t a c h e d  l e t t e r  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of, i n  c o m b i n a t i o n  w i t h ,  a n d  

in f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  c e r t a i n  il le g a l ,  m o n o p o l i s t i c  o r  t o r t i o u s  

g o a l s  o f  C o l l i n s  a n d  S E A P A .  T h e  l e t t e r  i n t e r f e r e s  i n  

c o n t r a c t u a l  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  ACPA,  it s a s s o c i a t e d  p i l o t s ,  

a n d  i ts c u s t o m e r s ,  a n d  is th e l a t e s t  i n  a p a t t e r n  o f  p r a c t i c e  

b y  th e Un i o n ,  C o l l i n s  a n d  S E A P A  a i m e d  a t  i n j u r i n g  o u r  

b u s i n e s s  e f f o r t s .

Now, as  y o u  c a n  s e e  f r o m  t h e  s e c o n d  a t t a c h e d  l e t t e r  

f r o m  the  C a p t a i n  o f  th e M / V  T A K U  tc t h e  d e c k  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  

f e r r y  s y s t e m,  t he S t a t e  of A l a s k a  h a s  b e c o m e  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e s e  

e f f o r t s  to i n j u r e,  d e f a m e ,  a n d  d e s t r o y  o u r  b u s i n e s s .  I t  is 

h i g h l y  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  fo r  p u b l i c  e m p l o y e e s ,  o p e r a t i n g  p u b l i c  

f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  e m p l o y e d  b y  a  p u b l i c  a g e n c y  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  

t h e s e  c o l l u s i v e  a c t i o n s .

H o n o ra b lo  W a lt e r  J .  H ic k e l
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T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  A C P A  h a v e  b u i l t  o u r  b u s i n e s s  to w h a t  

it is t o d a y  b y  o u r  o w n  h a r d  w o r k  a n d  o u r  s t e a d f a s t  d e d i c a t i o n  

to t h e  h i g h e s t  s t a n d a r d s  of o u r  p r o f e s s i o n .  T o  m e e t  o u r  h i g h  

s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  to o b t a i n  th eir  l i c e n s e s ,  A C P A  p i l o t  t r a i n e e s  

n e e d  a f u l l a n d  f a i r  o p p o r t u n i t y  to r i d e  t h e  f e r r i e s  o f  t h e  

A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m .

If g i v e n  t h e  c h a n c e ,  C a p t a i n  K a t h l e e n  R a t h g e b e r  

w i l l  b e  a v a l u a b l e  a d d i t i o n  to t h e  m a r i n e  p i l o t  p r o f e s s i o n  i n  

A l a s k a .  B u t  C a p t a i n  R a t h g e b e r  n e e d s  t h a t  c h a n c e ,  w h i c h  y o u  

c a n  p r o v i d e  b y  d i r e c t i n g  the A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  to 

o p e n  its b r i d g e s  to a l l  p i l o t  t r a i n e e s ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  f o r m  of 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .

W e  t r u s t  t h a t  y o u  b e l i e v e  i n  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  

and, p u r s u a n t  to o u r  r i g h t s  u n d e r  A r t i c l e  I, S e c t i o n  6 o f  t h e  

A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  w e  p e t i t i o n  y o u  to t a k e  a l l  a p p r o p r i a t e  

s t e p s  to i m m e d i a t e l y  r e s o l v e  thi s i s su e.

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

C a p t a i n  T e r r y  K. B e n n e t t  

P r e s i d e n t

A l a s k a  C o a s t w i s e  P i l o t s '  A s s o c i a t i o n

cy; B u r t o n  E p s t e i n ,  Esq.

G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M a s t e r s ,  M a t e s  & P i l o t s  U n i o n

M r  B o b  Watt,

C h a i r m a n ,

S t a t e  B o a r d  o f  M a r i n e  P i l o t s

J a m e s  R. A y e r s  

S y s t e m  D i r e c t o r  

C a p t a i n  K e l l y  M i t c h e l l  

P o r t  C a p t a i n

A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m

H on o ra b le  W a lt e r  J .  H ic k e l
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T u c k e r m a n  B a b c o c k

D i r e c t o r ,  B o a r d s  a n d  C o m m i s s i o n s

O f f i c e  of th e G o v e r n o r

C h a r l e s  E. Cole,  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l

B r u c e  M. B o t e l h o ,  D e p u t y  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l

G a r y  I. A m e n d o l a  a n d  J a c k  B. M c G e e ,  A s s i s t a n t

A t t o r n e y s  G e n e r a l

D e p a r t m e n t  of L a w

C a p t a i n  C a r l  L u c k  

M a r i n e  P i l o t  C o o r d i n a t o r

D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t

H o n o r a b l e  V i r g i n i a  C o l l i n s  

H o n o r a b l e  R i c k  H a l f o r d  

H o n o r a b l e  J i m  D u n c a n  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e

H o n o r a b l e  D a v e  D o n l e y  

H o n o r a b l e  B i l l  H u d s o n  

H o n o r a b l e  F r a n  U l m e r  

A l a s k a  H o u s e  of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

H o n o ra b le  W a lt e r  J .  H ic k e l
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MV TAKU 
9 APRIL, 1992

a '
MM & P MA3TER3/MATES 
ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY l
SHIPMATES*

THE TEMPERATURE RISES IN THE DIRTY LITTLE PILOT WAR OVER 
SOUTHEAST TURF, IT IS A DAMN SERIOUS BATTLE THAT ALREADY 
INVOLVES EVERY ONE OF US,

AFTER MEETING WITH T. BENNETT, M* SPBNCE, AND D. COLLINS 
THIS PAST WEEK, I AM CONVINCED THAT OUF, MARINE HIGHWAY JOBS 
ARB AT RISK, MOST {NOT JUST ONE) OF THE B.E.A. PILOTS ARE 
INCENSED ENOUGH TO RAID O UR.POSITIONS SHOULD THE2R GROUP 00 
DOWN (TURPIN LOVES ITt), .THEY HAVE GOOD REASON TO BE 
PASSIONATELY PISSED1 THEIB UNION "BROTHERS" (OUR
CO-WORKERS) HAVE HELPED STEAL THE SWEETEST CRUISE SHIP 
CONTRACT, WHILE ON "VACATION11 PROM THESE .JOBS ^  SECURE 
UNDER OUR HEALTH AND WELFARE UMBRELLA. LIKB MOST MARRIAGES, 
THIS BREAK WITH THE S,E,A, PILOTS IS LARGELY THE RESULT OF 
MISUNDERSTANDING AND POOR COMMUNICATION.

DOUG, CHUCK, JOHN! SIT DOWN AND TALK TO DALE AND COMPANY, 
£00 WILL, EVENTUALLY— BETTER NOW BEFGRB ANY MORE- BtOOD 
FLOWS. SURRENDER YOUR EGOS AND PO WHAT YOU KNOW IS RIGHT 
BEFORE YOU FURTHER TEAR THESE MEMBERSHIPS APART. DO NOT 
MAKE THE MISTAKE OF UNDERESTIMATING THB THREAT TO THESE 
JOBS.

FOR MY PART, X REFUSE TO SION ANOTHER PILOTAGE TRIP UNTIL 
THE PILOT GROUPS ARE ONE. S ASK KY COLLEAGUES TO FOLLOW 
LYNES9 ' LEAD AND DO THE SAME • THE TAKU PILOT OBSERVER 
LEAVES THE SHIP IN AUK BAY ;HIS MORNING. GLAD, I BELIEVE, TO 
BR SPARED MORE QRXCP,

HBRE',3 TO SANITY NOW, NOT LATERt

VERY SERIOUSLY,

K. SCHOBPPE
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March 31, 1992
V

TOi Deck Officers of the1'Bleaks Marina Highway 8ysfcem

I
Dear yellow Deck Of.ficert, ,

I am writing to you regarding the bilitiftg bituatioc iQ-Southeast Alerkwi X to 
sure »o#t of you ure aware of the noi-reeognired pilotaga group that has split 
away from tha Boutheafit Alaska Pilotage Association* r̂hich has been recognised by 
tha International Organisation of Masters; Kates and Piiota eihc« it# Inception, 
Three members of the Pacific Maritime Region snployed by the Alaska Marine Highway
System* «e well ee members of other jeanbarship group4* have agreed to perfora
pilotage services far this new split-off pilot group; 1 h«te &1*0 recently Mesrd 
that a nuabor of other Pack officers* of the Alaska HArine Highway system ere 
considering working as pilots for thil hplintQ.- group ih fchb near future.

The in te rn a t io n a l Organisation of Hesters* Kates and P i lo ts  i»  very concerned that 
i f  th in  s it u a t io n  w ith the P i lo ts  continue a or worsens* i t  w i l l  have & tremendous 
repercussion cm the jobs and working eoaa it i ’onr of a l l  Pock Off icers employed by 
the Alaska Marine Highway System. «

' . )
Your Onion ,*■? asking for so l id a r ity  and the support of a l l  fieok 0tl iettu
regardless ox membership group in  order* to ho lp resolve th in  s itu a t io n .
X an deeply concerned that any member continuing to work* or toy other members 
accepting employment w ith th is  new sp l in te r  group* v i U  cause a reaction against 
out jobn that we iLay not he able to Atop* ^

This Organisation supports one P ilot lf lS Group i n  Boucoeawj **•»*• j r jumbm lla end a f f i l i a i r io *  v i t h  «»• intorsftt ions i ergsfciaatioo of Umars* Hated and 
m o t e  and w i l l  continue e f f o r t s ' to br ing tbs partied involved together i s  
negot ia t ion* to teso lvs th e ir  problems;

’#  A / V A s . A t .

/ ? / { .  A M S  &
* y** ***

Yice President 
Pacific Karitimtt Region

DAB;*
out general Executive Board ,

Hr. Burton Epstein Central Counsel
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