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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA

1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
BILL NO. SB43

Revision Dale:____________________________
Tide: An Act authorizing a registered nurse lo determine 
and pronounce death under certain circumstances. 
Sponsor: Senator Collins_____________________

Department Affected: Administration
BRU: Division of Pioneers’ Benefits
Component: Pioneers' Homes

Requestor: Senate Health. Education and Social Services Committee 

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)
COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

OPERATING nr 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 0
TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0
GRANTS, CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact: J ______________________________________________________
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)
This bill allows for timely notification of next of kin by registered nurses when a death occurs in a Pioneers’ Home.

Prepared by: Barbara Bathony Phone: 465-4400
Division: Pioneers’ Benefits Date: 2/11/91

Approved by Commissioner: Millett Keller JV  — ____________ /  /
Agency: Administration______________________________________  Date: fy

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies).
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REQUEST: FISCAL NOTE
Revision D a i c : _______________________________________ Agency AffcctiHealth & Social Serivces
Tine: Authorizing a registered nurse to b r u :  State Health Serivces

determine and pronounce d e a t h ____________________
Sponsor Collins by request____________ components: Nursing_____________
Requester: Senate HESS______________________________________________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars!
OPERATING FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96

Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants, Claims 
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATINC 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

REVENUE 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars')
General Funds 
Federal Funds 
Other

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-Time
Part-Time
Temporary

0
0
0

ANALYSIS: (attach a separate page if necessary)

No fiscal impact.

Prepared By: 
Division:

Alfred G. Zangri
PUBLIC HEALTH

Approved By Commissioner: Theodore Main, M.D.. MPH
Agency: HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES

Phone:
Date:

Date:

465-3090
01/28/91

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance, Legislatiw Sponsor, Requestor, 
Office of Management &  Budget, Impacted Agcncy(ics)
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F I S C A L  N O T E

'

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

1991 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

B I L L  N O .  SB 43

Department Affected: Commerce & Economic Dev.Revision D a t e : ____________________________

Title: Authorizing a registered nurse BRU: Occupational Licensing

to determine and pronounce death . . . .component: Administration

Sponsor: Senator Collins bv Request

Requestor: Senotor Collins____________

Expenditures/Revenuee: (Thousands of Dollars)

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

OPERATING r r Si! FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 F / 97
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 . .  _Q_ . . 0

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE 0 1 0 - - 0 0 1 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 n o

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

SB 43 will allow a licensed registered nurse to make a determination and 

pronouncement of death under certain circumstances. No fiscal impact is 
anticipated.

Prepared By:
Division:

J e n n ife r  S t r ic k le r ,  A d m in is tra t iv e  O f f ic e tphone: 465-2144
- O g c u p f l , t i . Q j i a  1 L  i  c e n s  i  n g _ _

Glenn A. Olds

Date: January 25^— 193X

Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: Department o f Commerce <S Economic Develobment Date: January 25 1Q51

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance. Legislative Sponsor, Requestor. OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies).

Rev 10/90 Paae 1 of 1
JS /dg18806D/012591 a ------ -------------



Official Business

Alaska State Legislature
SENATE

P.O . Box V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: S e n a t o r  R i c k  H a l f o r d ,  C h a i r m a n
S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  S e n a t o r  V i r g i n i a  C o l l i n s

D A T E :  F e b r u a r y  5, 1 9 9 1

R E :  S e n a t e  B i l l  43, " A n  A c t
a u t h o r i z i n g  a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  a n d  
p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

I n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  a b o v e - r e f e r e n c e d  b i l l ,  a t t a c h e d  h e r e w i t h  
f o r  t h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  a r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

1. S p o n s o r  s t a t e m e n t
2. A  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  & 

S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s
3. A  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  

& E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t
4. A  p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  & 

E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  S B 4 3
5. A  p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  & 

E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  f o r  C S S B 4 3  (HESS)6. A  p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  & 
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

7. F r a n k  a n a l y s i s  o f  p r o b a b l e  s u p p o r t e r s  a n d  p o s s i b l e  
o p p o n e n t s8. B a c k - u p  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s :

a. A  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t  b y  C a r o l  C l a u s s o n , R . N .
b. A  l e t t e r  f r o m  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  

L i c e n s i n g

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a b o v e ,  p l e a s e  d o  n o t  
h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e  o r  M a r v e e n  P a l m e r  a t  4 6 5 - 2 8 2 8 .



Official Business

Alaska State Legislature
SENATE

J

P.O . Box V 
^  y S tate Capitol

r
Juneau, A laska 99811

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: S e n a t o r  R i c k  H a l f o r d ,  C h a i r m a n
S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  S e n a t o r  V i r g i n i a

D A T E :  J a n u a r y  30, 1 9 9 1

RE: R e q u e s t  f o r  h e a r i n g : S e n a t e  B i l l  43, " A n  A c t

a u t h o r i z i n g  a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  a n d  
p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  t h a t  y o u  s c h e d u l e  t h e  a b o v e - r e f e r e n c e d  
b i l l ,  S B  43, f o r  h e a r i n g  a t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n i e n c e .  A  
c o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  o f  S B  43 w a s  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  S e n a t e  H E S S  
w i t h  3 " d o - p a s s "  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  
m a d e  o n l y  t e c h n i c a l  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  b i l l .

A t t a c h e d  h e r e w i t h  a r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

.1. S p o n s o r  s t a t e m e n t

2. A  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  & 
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

3. A  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  
& E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t

4. A  p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  & 
E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t

5. F r a n k  a n a l y s i s  o f  p r o b a b l e  s u p p o r t e r s  a n d  p o s s i b l e  
o p p o n e n t s6. B a c k - u p  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s :

a. A  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t  b y  C a r o l  C l a u s s o n , R . N .
b. A  l e t t e r  f r o m  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  

L i c e n s i n g

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a b o v e ,  p l e a s e  d o  n o t  
h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e  o r  M a r v e e n  P a l m e r  a t  4 6 5 - 2 8 2 8 .  T h a n k  
y o u  f o r  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  r e q u e s t .



Alaska State Legislature
SENATE

P.O . Box V 
S tate Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

S e n a t e  B i l l  43

S e n a t e  B i l l  43, " A n  A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  a n d  p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  c l a r i f y  s t a t u t e s  a n d  a l l o w  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s  
t o  p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h  w h e n  d e a t h  is a n t i c i p a t e d  a n d  t h e  p h y s i c i a n  
h a s  g i v e n  w r i t t e n  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  f o r  t h e  n u r s e  t o  m a k e  t h e  
p r o n o u n c e m e n t .  I f  d e a t h  o c c u r r e d  in a h e a l t h  c a r e  f a c i l i t y ,  a 
r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  w o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h  w h e n  t h e  
p h y s i c i a n  h a s  g i v e n  w r i t t e n  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  a n d  w h e n  i t  i s  in 
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  t h a t  f a c i l i t y .

T h i s  w o u l d  a l l e v i a t e  u n d u e  s t r e s s  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  t r a u m a  f o r  t h e  
f a m i l y  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  w h o  d i e d .  C u r r e n t l y ,  n u r s e s  h a v e  t o  
w a i t  f o r  m a n y  h o u r s  ( o f t e n  4 - 1 0  h o u r s )  u n t i l  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  
p h y s i c i a n  o r  e m e r g e n c y  r o o m  p h y s i c i a n  a r r i v e s  t o  p r o n o u n c e  
d e a t h .  U n t i l  t h a t  p r o n o u n c e m e n t  is m a d e ,  t h e  f a m i l y  is k e p t  
i n  t u r m o i l  w h i l e  l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g  c a r e  i s  c o n t i n u e d  ( s u c h  as 
t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  I V ' s ,  e t c . ) .  N o t  o n l y  c o u l d  t h e r e  b e  
r e d u c t i o n  o f  m e n t a l  s t r e s s ,  b u t  c o s t s  c o u l d  b e  r e d u c e d .

O n c e  p r o n o u n c e m e n t  i s  m a d e ,  t h e  l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g  m e a s u r e s  c a n  
c e a s e .  T h e  p h y s i c i a n  w o u l d  s t i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  s i g n  t h e  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  d e a t h  e x c e p t  i n  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a l r e a d y  
i n  s t a t u t e  o r  r e g u l a t i o n .  T h o s e  e x c e p t i o n s  p r i m a r i l y  a d d r e s s  
i s o l a t e d  a r e a s  o f  t h e  b u s h .

S e n a t e  B i l l  43 is s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  a n d  t h e  
A l a s k a  N u r s e ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n .  I n  a s u r v e y  o f  10 P r o v i d e n c e  
H o s p i t a l  d o c t o r s ,  9 0 %  s u p p o r t e d  a l l o w i n g  n u r s e s  t o  p r o n o u n c e  
d e a t h  u n d e r  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  14 s t a t e s  a l l o w  f o r  a n u r s e  t o  p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h  
u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  M o s t  o f  t h e s e  l a w s  h a v e  b e e n  
e n a c t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  p a s t  10 y e a r s  a s  m o r e  n u r s e s  h a v e  b e c o m e  
i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  t e r m i n a l l y  i l l  p a t i e n t .

N O T E :  T h e  S e n a t e  H e s s  C o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  r e f l e c t s  o n l y
t e c h n i c a l  c h a n g e s .

Official Business



1991 LEGISLATION  
PO SITION PAPER  

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

Division P i o n e e r s '  B e n e f i t s Bill Numb

Bill Title_ A n  act a u t h o r i z i n g  a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  to d e t e r m i n e  .inri p ^ n n n n n r e  d a d t h

Position Statement: Explain briefly what bill does, ,:s Impacts and Department's position, I.e.
a) support, b) do not support, o) neutral or d) oppose.

T h i s  i s  a  b i l l  t h a t  a p p e a r s  l o n g  o v e r d u e  w i t h i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  
l o n g - t e r m  c a r e  n u r s i n g ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  p h y s i c i a n s  h a v e  c o m f o r t a b l y  
r e l i e d  o n  t h e  s k i l l s  o f  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  a n d  
p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h .  A  p h y s i c i a n  i s  v e r y  s e l d o m  p r e s e n t  w h e n  a 
r e s i d e n t  d i e s  a n d  m a y  n o t  b e  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  

r e q u i r e d  d o c u m e n t a t i o n .  T h e  n u r s i n g  s t a f f  i n  t h e  h o m e s  e x p r e s s e d  
s u p p o r t  f o r  t h i s  b i l l .

T h i s  b i l l  i s  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  
t h e  A l a s k a  N u r s e s "  A s s o c i a t i o n .

u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

APPROVED:

Director B a r b a r a  B a t h o n v
DivisiOfl Pioneers' Benefits

print name

Signature Date

Date *V/<T I

(For more Information, call Barbara Pritchett 465-2200) Rev. 1/23/91
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CSSB 43 (HESS): An Act authorizing a registered nurse to
determine and pronounce death under certain 
circumstances.

CSSB 43 (HESS) adds a new section to AS 08.68 which will allow registered 
nurses to pronounce death under certain circumstances. These circumstances 
include: (1) that an attending physician has documented in the person’s medical 
ci’ clinical record that the person’s death is anticipated; (2) that upon 
documentation by the physician, the physician may authorize a specific 
registered nurse or nurses to make the death pronouncement; and (3) that 
nurses employed by health facilities may also pronounce death under 
established facility procedures.

At the November 1990 meeting of the Board of Nursing, the board endorsed the 
concept of nurses pronouncing death. The board believes registered nurses to be 
educationally and clinically prepared to pronounce death under the 
circumstances described. The board also believes it is in the best interests of the 
patient’s family to have the nurse, who has been working with the family, to 
make the death pronouncement rather than calling paramedics and/or local law 
enforcement individuals into the home to pronounce death for the person who 
chooses to die at home.

The department’s previous concern over item (f) which grants the Department 
of Health and Social Services the authority to adopt regulations to implement 
this section has been resolved and, therefore, the department supports passage 
of CSSB 43 (HESS).
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Glenn A.Tads, Commissioner 

Date: f. /99 /' h /
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Act authorizing a registered nurse to determine and 

pronounce death under certain circumstances.

SB 43 adds a new section to AS 08.68 which ’ V allow registered nurses to 
pronounce death under certain circumstances. Tuese circumstances include: 
(1) that an attending physician has documented in the person’s medical or 
clinical record that the person’s death is anticipated; (2) that upon 
documentation by the physician, the physician may authorize a specific 
registered nurse or nurses to make the death pronouncement; and (3) that 
nurses employed by health facilities may also pronounce death under 
established facility procedures.

At the November 1990 meeting of the Board of Nursing, the board endorsed the 
concept of nurses pronouncing death. The board believes registered muses to be 
educationally and clinically prepared to pronounce death under the 
circumstances described. The board also believes it is in the best interests of the 
patient’s family to have the nurse, who has been working with the family, to 
make the death pronouncement rather than calling paramedics and/or local law 
enforcement individuals into the home to pronounce death for the person who 
chooses to die at home.

The department also directs attention to item (f) which grants the Department 
of Health and Social Services the authority to adopt regulations to implement 
this section. Since AS 08.68 establishes qualifications for nursing licensure and 
is administered by the Alaska Board of Nursing in the Department of Commerce 
and Economic Development, the department recommends section (f) be 
amended to reflect the Department of Commerce and Economic Development.

With the amendment in section (f) noted above, the department supports 
passage of SB 43.

Glenn A. 014s, Commissioner 

Date: / - 2 S - ^  1________
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C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  
S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 43

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  HA n  A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  a n d  p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s . "

S B  43 a l l o w s  R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  a n d  p r o n o u n c e  
d e a t h  i n  a s p e c i f i c  s e t  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w i t h  w r i t t e n  p r i o r  
a p p r o v a l  o f  f i n i t e  d u r a t i o n  f r o m  a n  a t t e n d a n t  p h y s i c i a n .

W h i l e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e s  a n d  
r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  p e r m i s s i v e  e n o u g h  t o  a l l o w  t h i s  a c t i v i t y ,  
c u r r e n t  p r a c t i c e  in m a n y  f a c i l i t i e s  a p p e a r s  t o  e x c l u d e  R N s  

f r o m  d e t e r m i n i n g  a n d  p r o n o u n c i n g  d e a t h .  T h i s  p r a c t i c e ,  a t  
l e a s t  i n  t h e  l i m i t e d  c o n t e x t  o f  S B 4 3 ,.r e s u l t s  i n  u n n e c e s s a r y  
d e l a y s  a n d  c o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  u n n e c e s s a r y  a n d  p o t e n t i a l l y  l i f e -  
t h r e a t e n i n g  c a l l s  t o  E M T s .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  S B  43, a s  i t  is c u r r e n t l y  
s t r u c t u r e d ,  w i l l  h a v e  n o  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t .  S i n c e  t h e  

b i l l  a d d r e s s e s  a c t u a l  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  p r o b l e m s ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
s u p p o r t s  i t s  p a s s a g e .

/

R e c o m m e n d e d :

A p p r o v e d :

D a t e :

T h e o d o r e  M a l ^  M . D . ,  M . P . H .
C o m m i s s i o n e r
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h

a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s
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s te v e c o w p e r . g o v e r n o r

DEPARTM ENT OF COMMERCE &  
ECONOMIC DEVELOPM ENT

DIVISION OF OCCUPA TIONAL LICENSING

7TH FLOOR FRONTIER BLOQ, 
3601C STREET, SUITE 722 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99603 
PHONE: (007)6614878

N o v e m b e r  27, 1990

C a r o l  C l a u B s o n
1 3 2 0 0  R i d g e v i e w  D r i v e
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 6

D e a r  carol:

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  M e e t i n g  on 
N o v e m b e r  1, 1990, w h e r e  t h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  
i s s u e  o f  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s  p r o n o u n c i n g  death.

T h e  b o a r d  d i d  p a s s  a m o t i o n  a t  t h a t  m e e t i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  
A l a s k a  N u r s e s  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  p r o p o s a l  for p r o n o u n c e m e n t  o f 
d e a t h  b y  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  if t h e  d e a t h  is a n t i c i p a t e d ,  t h a t  is 
w h i c h  is in t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  ' p h y s i c i a n  e x p e c t e d  
d u e  to il l n e s s ,  i n f i r m i t y  o r  d i s e a s e .  T h e  b e a r d  a p p r e c i a t e s  
t h o  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  you  o h a r o d  f ro m  th® r e s e a r c h  w h ic h  you  
c o n d u c t e d  w h i c h  e x p l o r e d  t h e  i s s u e  in o t h e r  states.

Carol, y o u  a r e  t o  be  c o m m e n d e d  f o r  y o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  p u r s u e  t h i s  
issue. T h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  w i s h e s  y o u  t h e  b e s t  of l u c k  in 
m e e t i n g  y o u r  g o a l  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  l e g i s l a t i v e  ses s i o n .  If w e  
c a n  b e  o f  a n y  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  
us.

cc: R a n d a l l  P. Burns, D i r e c t o r
D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g

P a m  V e n t g e n ,  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  B o a r d

I 2 4 4 n / m h

S i n c e r e l y ,

G a i l  M. M c G u i l l ,  R N  
E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  
A l a s k a  B o a r d  of  N u r s i n g



A N A L Y S I S  O F  S U P P O R T / O P P O S I T I O N

T h i s  b i l l  is s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  N u r s e s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  

A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g ,  t h e  A l a s k a  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s .

N o  o p p o s i t i o n  is a n t i c i p a t e d  b y  a n y  g r o u p .



T h e  A l a s k a  M u r s e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  is 

m a k i n g  an e f f o r t  to a l l o w  t h e  R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e  in A l a s k a  to 

p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

In the h o s p i t a l  s e t t i n g ,  w e  a s s e r t  t h a t  h a v i n g  e i t h e r  t h e  

a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  o r  e m e r g e n c y  r o o m  p h y s i c i a n  p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h  

c a n  r e s u l t  in a d e l a y  in t h e  p r o n o u n c e m e n t  w h i c h  m a y  in t u r n  

r e s u l t  in a p e r i o d  o f  a n x i e t y  f o r  t h e  p a t i e n t s  f a m i l y .  T h e  s a m e  

h o l d s  t r u e  f o r  t h e  H o m e  h e a l t h / H o s p i c e  s e t t i n g  w h e r e  E M T S  m a y  

p r o n o u n c e .  In A l a s k a ’s u n i q u e  r u r a l  s e t t i n g ,  w h e r e  S t a t e  

T r o o p e r s  m a y  p r o n o u n c e ,  t h e r e  c o u l d  b e  q u i t e  a d e l a y .

T h i s  i s s u e  w a s  v o t e d  on at t h e  A N A  C o n v e n t i o n  in M a r c h  of 

1 9 9 0  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  o p p o s i n g  v o t e s .  T h e  S t a t e  B o a r d  of 

N u r s i n g  v o t e d  t o  e n d o r s e  o u r  e f f o r t s .

R e s e a r c h  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  i s s u e  in o t h e r  s t a t e s .  

F o r t y  s t a t e s  r e s p o n d e d  t o  o u r  i n q u i r y .  T h e  r e s u l t s  w e r e  as 

f o l l o w s :  M u r s e s  m a y  p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h  in f i f t e e n  s t a t e s .

S e v e n t e e n  s t a t e s  d o  n e t  a l l o w  f o r  it. S i x  o t h e r  s t a t e s  d o  n o t  

a l l o w  f o r  it; h o w e v e r ,  a t t e m p t s  a r e  b e i n g  c o n d u c t e d  to c h a n g e  

this. 7 - o  s t a t e s  r e s p o n s e s  w e r e  u n c l e a r .

We p r o p o s e  t h a t  a R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e  in t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  be 

p e r m i t t e d  t o  p r o n o u n c e  d e a t n  u n d e r  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s :  if the

d e a t h  is an a n t i c i p a t e d  d e a t h ,  a  d e a t h  w h i c h  is, in t h e  o p i n i o n  

o f  t n e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n ,  e x p e c t e d  d u e  t o  i l l n e s s ,  i n f i r m i t y  o r

i  l S 6 3 3  “

-drol C l a u s s o n  R.M.

A N A  D i s t r i c t  I B o a r d  M e m b e r

A N A  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e
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