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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL NO. SB 3

Revision Date March 2 2 .1991_________________
Title: "An Act relating to protection of

Dept. Affected Health & Social Services 
BRU:

elderly person from harm"
Family Services

Sponsor:
Requestor:

Kerttula_______
Senate HESS

Component: Southcentral. Northern, Northwestern, 
Western & Southeastern

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 0254

E xpenditures/R evenues (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY92 FY93 FY94 FY95 FY96 FY97

PERSONAL SERVICES 236.7 298.2 298.2 298.2 298.2 298.2
TRAVEL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CONTRACTUAL 18.5 18.5 18.5 18.5 18.5 18.5
SUPPLIES 6.5 6.5 6.5 6.5 6.5 6.5
EQUIPMENT 34.5
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING ( 296.2 )  323.2 323.2 323.2 323.2 323.2

CAPITAL |I1

REVENUE

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

( 386.9 ) 368.8 368.8 368.8 368.8 368.8
— -r/

------ \
(  386.9 ) 368.8 368.8 368.8J 368.8 368.8

POSITIONS: >
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

5.0 } 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0^ -

••

Estimate of current year impact: NONE

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

T h is  a n a ly s is  i s  b a sed  on 5 S o c ia l  W orker I I I  p o s i t io n s ,  one a t  e a ch  r e g io n  l i s t e d  above .

A p p ro p r ia t e  pay s c a ie s  have  been used  f o r  each  p o s i t io n  based  on r e g io n  p o s i t io n  w i l l  be lo c a t e d  a t .

F i r s t  y e a r s  p e r s o n a l s e r v ic e s  amount i s  based  on 10 m onths fu n d in g ,  each  y e a r  f o l lo w in g  th a t  i s  

based  on 12 m onths fu n d in g .

Prepared by: Michael L. Price, Directo 
Division: Family & Youth Services

Approved by Commissioner: Tfjisodffre A^Ma&M^ 
Agency: Department of Health and Social Services

on_
MPH

Phone: 465-3191 
Date:

Date: Z) l3 - l <\\

Distribution (by preparer): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor

OMB
Impacted Agency(ies)

(Rev 10/90) Page 1 of 1



STATE OF ALASKA {
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date:  Jamacy-.?!, 193.1... .

Title: "An Act relating to protection of BRU: -Family Services
elderly person from harm"

No. /

C  Dill Version: S k  3 .

(S) Publish Date: <2 —/ - <7 7  
Department Affected f f S S  —

Component: Southcentral, Northern, Northwestern,

Sponsor:

Requestor:
Kerttula

Senate HESS COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 0 2 5 4

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 0

TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 0 n 0 n n 0

SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 .. Q ......... 0
EQUIPMENT 0 n n 0 0 0
LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 . ...0
GRANTS, CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0. ___ n
TOTAL OPERATING 0 n ... 0 Q . n 0

CAPITAL

REVENUE I 0 . . I n JL--- 0----- n I 0 ...................... 0, . . .

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL 0 r. 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

PART-TIME n 0 . n 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact:.

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

Implementation of the provisions of this bill would have no fiscal impact 

on the Division of Family & Youth Services.

Prepared By: 
Division: _

R(fss~tfe£ST Acting Director 465-3191
Family & Youth Services

Approved by Commissioner: Theodore A. Mala , ND, MPH
Agency: _ Dep.irtmpnt_nf._Hpa.lrh X S n ria .L -S e rv ic es-

Phone:
ate: January 28 , 1991

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies).

Rev 10/90 Page _1__of __1_



STATE OF ALASKA 
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE
Bill No. CSSB 3 (Judiciary)

Revision Date:____________________________
Title: An Act relating to protection of

eldering persons from harm

Department Affected: 
BRU:
Components:

Alaska Court System 
Trial Courts

Sponsor:
Requestor:

Kerttula
COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 000 I 000 000 I 768

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS & CLAIMS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL

f  REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUNDS 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:

Estimate of current year impact: None

Approved by: Arthur H. Snowden, II, Administrative Director k -p  1_________________
Agency: Alaska Court System '  Date: 03/22/9t~

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies).

Rev 10/90 Page 1 of 1

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

No fiscal impact.

Prepared by: C. S. Christensen III, Staff Counsel 
Division: Alaska Court System

Phone:
Date:

264-8228
03/22/91



STATE OF ALASKA 

1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date: _____________________________

Title: An Act re lating to protection of

_________ elderly persons from harm._______

Sponsor: Senator K e r t t u l a _______________

Requestor: Senate Judiciary_____________

BILL NO. CSSB 3(JUD)

Department Affected:  Publ1c Safety

BRU: Village Public Safety Officers

Component: Contracts__________________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:

-------  CGMPONENT SERIAL NO.
(Thousands of Dollars) (Inflation not Included)

OPERATING FY 92 EY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

CAPITAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

REVENUE -0- -0- -0- -0- • -0- -0-
FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER/PROG RCPT

TOTAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year Impact None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page If necessary)

No fiscal Impact Is anticipated.

Prepared by: Gavle A. Horetski__________________________  Phone: 465-4322____________

Division: Office of the Commissioner    Date: 3/27/91_______________

Approved by Commissioner: Richard L. Burton

Agency: Department of Public S a f e t y  ~Date: 3/27/91______

Distribution (by oreparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Aqency(ies).

Rev 10/90 Page 1 of  L



Officia. Business

Alaska State Legislature
P.O. Box v 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

E M O R A N D U M

TO: Senator Halford, Chairman
Senate Judiciary Committee

FROM: Senator Kerttula

SUBJ: Senate Bill 3 -
Elder Abuse

DATE: February 14, 1991

■n

O  J . c  O -'L

i s  p & d -  

J f f l / u L ^ c X j

u X c<- t

Last year, doctors had to surgically remove an elderly 
Anchorage woman from a chair in which she had been confined for 
months by her husband. This woman had been forced to sleep, eat, 
and defecate in that chair. Concerned neighbors and others had 
made several reports regarding this situation to the Department of 
Health and Social Services. Social workers "investigated" these 
reports by telephone and this woman, with her husband standing by 
her side, was unable to tell them what was behg done to her. The 
Long Term Care Ombudsman has told me that what happened to this 
woman is not an aberration in the system.

Senate Bill 3 would require social workt's to conduct in- 
person investigations of reports of elder abuse. The bill is needed 
and I urge you to schedule it soon.



Alaska State Legislature
P.O. Box v 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Senator Rick Halford, Chairman
Senate Judiciary Committee

FROM: Senator Jay Kerttula

SUBJ: Senate Bill 3 --
Investigation of Elder Abuse

I would appreciate your scheduling Senate Bill 3, relating to 
the protection of elderly persons from harm. This bill has a "0" 
fiscal note from the Department of Health and Social Services, and 
is supported by both the administration and the long-term care 
ombudsman.

A laska Statute 47.24 .020 requires the department to 
investigate reports of elder abuse, interview the elderly person and 
prepare a written report. The law directs the department to stop 
the investigation at the elderly person's request.

There are two large gaps in Alaska's ability to effectively 
protect senior citizens from abuse under AS 47.24.020.

1) termination of investigations after telephone interviews 
leaves the elderly extremely vulnerable tc coercion by their abusers.

2) great delays in investigating reports of abuse leave seniors 
in abusive situations for an unconscionable period of time. Delays in 
investigation also result in a tendency on the part of police and 
emergency room physicians to not report, since they believe that the 
Division of Family and Youth Services will not respond.



Senate Bill 3 is aimed at helping alleviate the first problem, 
and I urge the Senate HESS Committee to pass the bill. For your 
information I have attached some background information on elder 
abuse which was contained in report which Legislative Research did 
at my request. I have also attached several newspaper articles on 
the topic for your information.



ELDER ABUSE BACKGROUND

Nationally, the most common forms of elder abuse are physical 

abuse (including neglect) and financial exploitation. They are 

followed by emotional abuse or neglect, and sexual abuse. Elders 

also are often victims of self-neglect. Elders who are abused 

physically may be beaten, slapped, cut, burned or shoved; they may 

be deprived of food, supervision or medical care; they may be 

sexually abused; or they may be forcibly confined to a bed, a chair or 

a room. Those who are emotionally abused may be assaulted or 

threatened verbally. They also may be frightened, humiliated, 

intimidated, isolated or treated as children.

Profiles of the Typical Victim and Elder Abuser

The typical victim is a frail, 75-year-old woman who cannot 

care for herself. The victim generally depends on the family or an 

unrelated person for care and protection. Victim: may have a 

drinking probem and a tendency to take the blame for the abuse. 

They may be excessively loyal to the caregiver. They may also have 

a history of abuse and be unpleasant or demanding.

The typical abuser is under stress, has a substance abuse 

problem, and frequently was abused as a child. Three out of four 

elder abusers are members of the victim's family. The son of the 

victim is the most likely abuser, followed by the daughter of the 

victim .



Data from the National Aging Resource Center on Elder Abuse 

indicate that two-thirds of the victims in reported cases in 1988 

were female. Almost one-third of the abusers were adult children 

of the abused (30 percen ). Aboutr 15 percent of abusers were the 

abused's spouse and about 13 percent were identified as the "service 

provider." Other reported abusers included friends or neighbors,

other relatives, siblings and grandchildren.

R eporting

Most elder abuse is not reported, and this situation is 

worsening.. In 1980, an estimated one in six cases were reported; 

in 1985, one in five were reported; and in 1990, one in eight were 

reported. Nationally, elder abuse is far less likely to be reported 

than child abuse.

Alaska reports the second highest rate of elder abuse among 

the 43 states (including Washington, D.C.) with mandatory reporting 

laws. Alaska reports 9.18 cases of abuse per 1,000 elderly 

residents. If national estimates hold true for Alaska (one case

reported for every eight which occurs), there were about 2,200 

actual cases of elder abuse in Alaska in 1988. In that year, 273 

cases were reported.
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SENATE BILL NO. 3

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY S E N A T O R S  KERTTULA, Rodey

Introduced: 1/21/91
Referred: HESS and Judiciary

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to protection of elderly persons from harm ."

2 BE IT  ENACTED BY TH E LEGISLATURE OF TH E STATE O F ALASKA:

3 * Section 1. AS 47.24.020(c) is amended to read:

4 (c) The department shall immediately terminate an investigation under this section upon

5 the request of an elderly person who is the subject of a report of harm, except tha t the

6 departm en t may not term inate an investigation a t any time until a fter the departm enM ias

7 conducted a face-to-face interview with the elderly person who is the subject of the report

8 o f h a rm . However, if the department has reasonable cause to believe that the elderly person is

9 incapacitated, the department may petition the superior court unuer AS 13.26 for appointment of

10 a guardian or temporary guardian for the elderly person for the puipose of obtaining consent to

11 continue the investigation.

:12 * Sec—2. AS-47.24.1-60(6) is ainciided -tu lead: ^  —

113 (ALJiddeFlv-persott^fflcans a resident of Alaska who is 55 1651 years of aqe-or

114 oldcq— <vs‘~e_ "2-

4 1 . 2 ^ ,  0 2  t? ouv J c l

S110003A & ( SB 3
E r w  Trxt :  U n d e r l i n e d  I D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R AC KE TE D  1
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3/15/91

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 3 (JUDICIARY)

IN THE L.EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

B Y  T H E  SENA T E  JUDICIARY C O M M I T T E E

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): S E NATORS KERTTULA, Rodey, Uehling, Sturgulewski

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"A n Act relating to protection of elderly persons from harm ."

BE IT  ENACTED BY TH E LEGISLATURE OF TH E STATE O F ALASKA: 

* Section 1. AS 47.24.020(a) is amended to read:

report and whether action or services are needed for the protection o f the elderly person. The 

department or its designee shall personally interview the elderly person during the investigation 

unless the elderly person is unconscious or otherwise physically or mentally impaired to such an 

extent as to be unable to respond to questions.

* Sec. 2. AS 47.24.020(c) is amended to read:

(c) The department shall immediately terminate an investigation under this section upon 

the request of an elderly person who is the subject of a report of harm, except tha t the 

departm ent mav not term inate an investigation a t anv tim e until a fte r the departm ent or 

its designee has conducted a face-to-face interview with the elderly person who is the subject

(a) Upon receiving a report of harm, the department shall promptly initiate an 

investigation to determine the economic or physical condition of the elderly person named in the

-1-
Hnw T f l x t  'Jr.der l  ir.p.d [DELETED TEXT BRACKETEDJ

CSSB 3(Jl)D)



W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T

1 of the repo rt of h a rm . However, if the department has reasonable cause to believe that the

2 elderly person is incapacitated, the department may petition the superior court under AS 13.26

3 for appointment of a guardian or temporary guardian for the elderly person for the purpose of

4 obtaining consent to continue the investigation.

CSSB 3(JUD) - 2-

New T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  ( DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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Elderly remaid  ̂
silent to abuse
By JU L IA  SO P A LSK I
TtnwaWrtur

Abuse of ihe elderly In Aluska is iiqiilei problem Ils 
victims mostly are sllenl.

Stale officials are a ware of Incidents Involving senior 
citizens, but the extent of the problem Is unknown be­
cause official reports are never filed, wild William O'­
Connor. an ombudsman for the Older Alaskans Commis­

sion Senior citizens In trouble 
often ure too Intl. ildoied to 
admit they ore In un abusive 
situation. O’Connor suld 

The Division of Family und 
Youth Services In 1DH0 re­
ceived 265 reports ol  abuse of 
adults over 60 years of uge. 
down from 303 In 1868. Hut O'­
Connor said the statistics can 
be misleading because there Is 
not enough money for social 
workers to follow up und in­
vestigate the reports. There 
may be more than the num­
bers Indicate, he paid.

A mandatory reporting law was passed In Alaska In 
1863, requiring health andsocial workcis to report sus­
pected abuse of an elderly pereor.. Failure to do so can 
result In a fine.

But the report Is only recorded In division statistics If 
a caseworker has time to check 11 out, O'Connor said.

"I remember a case In the Kenal a few years back 
where a physician tried for mor* than six months to re­
port a caae of elderly abuse," O’Connor said. "If they 
won't listen to a physician, what happens when (he per­
son calling la only a concerned neighbor?"

The big problem Is the shortage of workers In adult 
protection services, O’Connor said. Across the state, 
only threo social workers are employed full time in adult 
protection— two In Anchorage and one In Fairbanks. All 
other caseworkers with the DFYS carry a combined 
load of child end adult cases.

"With all the children we have being sexually and 
physically abused, with blood like that running under the 

door, of course they take priori­
ty," he said.

Establishing the prevalence 
and needs of i hlldreo In a bus1 ve 
situations Is easier, partWly be­
cause of staff resources, said Pat 
O'Brien. DFYS social services 
program officer In Juneau. 0'- 
Brien has worked for the agency 
for 19 years.

Alaska’s mandatory reporting 
Uw was passed with little fund­
ing to bark It up, O'Brien said. 
When (he division was deluged 
with reports of child abuse sev- 
era! years ago, the state cut back 

on Adult Protective Services, O'BHen said, and the pro­
gram has Dover recuperated.

Social workers with Adult Protective Services say 
working for a child In on abusive situation can be easier 
than helping a senior In trouble. The social worker can 
Invetdgate a report of child atxu e  with or without (he 
agreement of the child nr parents.

For adults, the social worker la In an advocacy role. 
Mid John Burke with the DFYS office In Anchorage. 
Adults are considered competent to make their own deci­
sions, and an investigation of reported abuse cannot be 
continued If the suspected victim denies the allegation, 
he said.

Burke said abuse of the elderly, physical abuce In 
particular, Is Dot a severe problem In Anchorage. When 
there la abuse, It often U a reeuft of alcohol or drug abuse 
and a dysfunction*! family setting, the same conditions 
thatafve rim to child abuae.

Tbo problem of abuse of the elderty also existed In the 
past, Buries sold, but today there are options allowing 
senior ctthtens more control over their situation. The eld- 
eriy In tho Anchor*#* area Inf ocro each other of public 
health and bouseksephy servtcee and y th e r  at the oan-

Soe Elderly, page 0 4
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>20 lurm orics 
12 l Singer 

Fitzgerald

122 Poll
173 Hew Huvon 

school

175 Li I Abner 
rron ie i

176 English 
composer

'77 Barn 
>3 I Vounq msecl 
133 Robot piny 
135 Annoy

I -very day, at 10 it in, thn*« vans pucked with hoi 
iiie iils  ix-gm ihoir daily trips lit Ihe homes of house- 
Ikiiuul seitliir i ili/ens scallered from (invehtmenl 
Mill In Po lle r's  Marsh

In April, Ihese Meals On Wheels viols delivered 
2,714 ilium meals. •

lia lv Moor, regional supervisor of Aluska Man 
.ipemenl I eehnologies, oversees 25 homemakeis 
who go oul each day lo help 120 seniorcillzens with 
I heir laundry, shopping and house cleaning.

l'kese are nrgunizuiinns that provide daily ne- 
( essilies allowing senior citizens lo remain inde- 
IN’tidenl in I heir own homes. Without Ihe help, 
many would l>e forced loen ie r nursing homes.

Util as ihese workers and drivers go about (heir 
daily routine of providing clean living spaces und 
m iirmous meals, ihey perform another Invaluable 
lask.

"F o r  a lot of ihese seniors we are Ihe only con- 
la d  with other people .hey have on a daily busis. So 
the drivers become my eyes and eurs," said Scon 
Karl, home-cure manager for ihe Salvation Army.

Moor's business is contracted by the Alaska 
Stale Homemaker Program lo provide domestic 
services (hroughoui ihe slate. The homemakers for 
Moor’s agency are trained lo spot negleci, trouble 
and possible ubuse, she said.

“ They tell me if something seems wrong. For 
example, Mr. Jones la d  $3,000 in his account, but 
n's suddenly gone, and then I con ask a state social 
worker (o chuck on the. senior." she said.

These in-home, community-based services are 
lifelines I or many senior clnzeas, and both orgam- 
7711 ions huve u waiting list. Social workers and sen­
ior advocates believe the services also can bo a 
preventive measure in the area of abuse of the eld 
urly

Such abuse is a process thui builds over a period 
of lime, said John Burke. Burke is an adult-protes:- 
lion social worker for Ihe Division of Fam ily and 
Youih Services in Anchorage. A young fam ily may 
decide that u grandparent would be belter off living 
with them, and have all Ihe best intentions, he said.

till 1 lOl • i j  1M» IMlAif l.» M.fhltl »4‘ II 1 • • »»•«..
gated in add u |M.*nsion check lo ihe fam ily fl- 
tutrices Wnh lutrd economic limes, Ihe situation 
van deteriorate, lie sold

"W illi help front in hume services or seitliir day- 
fare , Ihe fam ily is given relief from Ihe stress ihul 
comes frnni the constant cure needed by some sen­
iors, or (he senior ran live independenily and not 
Itecome u burden," llurke suid

U ire  Farmer-1 junm , D FYS  social worker in 
Fairbanks, uses in-home services in slublllze 
hnrnes where she sees un elderly person may he til 
risk hut does not wuni to leuve the futnlly, she said. 
Workers com ing into (he home lake pressure off 
Ihe fam ily and cun kecr. an eye on Ihe welfure of 
Ihe elder.

Older Alaskans Commission ombudsmun W il­
liam  O’Connor said there is u need for more of 
Ihese services. He suid udditlonul funding for help­
ing seniors in their own homes would help avoid the 
lurger cost of having Ihese sume people in nursing 
homes. The passage of n bill this year lo  provide 
more community bused in-home services is n slep 
in (tie right direction, he suid.

"I knew n Indy who used lo pay her altomey his 
$125 nn hour fee lo come over and change her light 
bulbs," O'Connor said. A person who Is 70 or 80 
years old and living alone knows they cnnnoi lake 
Ihe chance of clim bing up on n chair (o change a 
light bulb If ihey full, ihey know they w ill und up in 
Ihe hospital and they may wind up staying in the 
hospital until Ihey are transferred lo u nursing 
home, O’Connor said.

"There ore seniors all over town who sit with 
burned out light bulbs How much would il cost us 
lo provide lha l serv ice?" he asked.

If the siate speni $100 a month providing this 
type of service foi senior citizens, allowing them lo 
riuy in their own home, the cost would be much 
lesc thun Ihe $7,000 or .*9,000 a monthly b ill for a 
nursing lie me, O'Connor said.

"W e’re faced with u situation where we have lo 
consider the more preventive approaches," he 
saitl. “ We’re poir.g to run oul of funds otherwise.’’

. so strong responsibility of the majority to 
blican has govern."

1976. Yet Rep. Dun (Jlickrpan, a Demo- 
10 make crat from Kansas who was first
vole" and elected in 1976. believes his col-
shared his leagues have grown increasingly

tim id and speculates (hat the 
■iress are grass-roots firestorm Ronald
e a lough Reagan s iirred  up in 1981 "ter-
nice to be- rorized”  Democrats (He (ails to
certaro lo mention lha l Democrats terror-

Elderly
Continued from  page C-l

ior centers where they can ex­
change information.

In-home services available to 
seniors adow ihem to live Inde­
pendently and not become de­
pendent on families, or vulner­
able to situations that could put 
them at risk. Burke said.

Ronald Parker, regional man­
ager for D FY S  in Nome, has 
worked for 15 years in social ser­
vices in rural Alaska. He said he 
sees very little physical ubuse 
with seniors and actually has re­
corded a decrease in cases re­
ported to his office. He said the 
re-emergence of interest in 
Native cultural values is respon­
sible for the decrease, specifi­
ca lly  Nuiive respect for elders.

"There are not enough health 
and social services available in 
ihe villuges so people get to­
gether and co-operatively pro­
vide Ihe help and services ihelr 
elders need," Porker said. Of the 
reports received by the office In 
Nome, which oversees the west­
ern section of the state, only two 
or three a year are substantiat­
ed. Those usually are linked to a l­
cohol and substance abuse, 
Parker said

But La re Former-Lamm, an 
adult-protection social worker

who has worked with the division 
in Fairbanks for seven years, dis­
agreed wnh Parker's estimate.

"I know from what I hear in 
ihe community and on the 
streets that there Is pnysica! 
abuse oul there." she said. "The 
problem is the same as in the 
rest of the country. Seniors are 
ashamed to talk about it.

"O lder people don’t wnnt to 
tell on their kids, or they’re 
afraid we'll take them away 

' from their fam ily," Farmer- 
Lamm snid.

Farm er-Lamm  said l.zr office 
often hears about the abuse too 
late, when ihe senior Is in the 
hospital and the police have 
taken the case.

Statistics collected by the 
Fairbanks office show a slow, 
but steady, increase in cases of 
abuse o l ihe elderly, she said. 
During the first three months of 
1965, the office had about 29 
clients who were victims. For 
the same period ttiis year, there 
are 55 clients

People m e s lim ing  to report 
more Incidents, Farmer-Lamm 
said, but without funding for 
more field woikers to check 
more reports, collecting statis­
tics is impossible. She Is the only 
adult-protecllon worker for a 
large area coveting Interior 
Alaska. She said, for now, the 
program lias to be crisis-orient- 
cd, giving the moui severe cases 
priority.

O'Connor agreed with

Farmer-Larnm. As long-trm  
care ombudsman he travels ihe 
state Investigating complaints 
concerning senior citizens. He 
said his focus is on problems of 
seniors in nursing home fac ili­
ties, bui added that the problem 
of abuse is not in institutions.

"O ur nursing homes and olher 
facilities for seniors are non- 
profit. This nvolds a lot of the 
problems that occur n homes 
down below where they must cut 
com ers to make a profit," he 
said.

The high standards of Alas- 
' V s Pioneers Homes are a 
model for facilities outside A la s- ' 
ka. O'Connor said. :

Medicaid reimbursement f o r : 
nursing home ca ic  In Alaska Is 
the highest per diem reimburse­
ment in the nation, and that a l­
lows ihe homes to hire better- 
qualified staff, he said. Thai 
helps make nursing homes in 
Alaska a safer place to live.

II is lue eldeity liv ing In pri- 
vute homes lha l concerns him, 
O’Connor said.

Sixty percent of Ihe com­
plaints he investigate* come 
from people who live In private 
residences, be said. When O'Con­
nor has a social worker check out 
a complaint, the elderly person 
often Is too intimidated to admit 
they are in an abusive situation

"They think, ‘ I should have 
raised my children better than 
this,' and don't wont to tell on 
their own kids," O'Connor said.
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Conference renews battle against elder abuse
by FJmteJa Craves 
A  b c w cider abuse task force la 

Ketchikan is steaming attcad 
with plans to coordinate services 
among agencies lo provide more 
belp to ncglocted or abused 
adults.
Painter social workers are talk­

ing about applying for grants to 
help abused ciders in tbe Mat-Su 
Valley.
And the Division of Family and 

You tb Services (DFYS) has gath­
ered statewide support for a 
budget increase to add four more 
social workers in adult protec­
tion.
There efforts to beef up services 

for seniors and vulnerable adults 
. are Just part of tbc cntlurjiasxn to 
combat eider abuse generated by 
an October conference in An­
chorage.
*T think a lot of people came 

away from (the contercoce) with 
a real sense of excitement and 
awarsneis that there haye been 
too few services available to a 
real al-tisk population," said 
Becky Smith, a social worker 
with DFYS la Xetcbikaa 
Smith and about 130 other so­

cial service providers, senfon, 
members of tbe Older Alaskans 
Commission (OAC) sad hospital 
workers attended lire conference, 
“BWcr Abuse: A  FVonl Line Per­
spective,” sponsored by Provi­
dence Hospital, DFYS and tbc 
OAC. ' " * * * '

Keynote, speaker Dr. Sue M. 
Parkins, an emergency room 
doctor u d  number of an adrtt

protective team in Toledo, Ohio, 
discussed tbe signs and symp­
toms of cider abcsc.

"Tbe classic victim is a 75* 
. year-old frail woman who has 
some medical problems,” Park­
ins. said. ‘The profile of the 
abuser is characterized by stress. 
. . substance abuse, financial 
stress,” she nld.
- Most abuse occurs io families 
which have always been abusive, 
Parkins said. The family may 
have an abusive member orjust 
be dysfunctional.
Faridas gave an example of 

how an abusive situation may 
evolve. A  young, man loses bis 
Job and moves in with bis mother 
became be can no longer manage 
financially. He probably ba3 a 
substance abuse problem which 
gets worse tbe longer be Is unem­
ployed.
As long as Ihe mother is healthy 

the situation is okay, but as she 
gets older and more Srali things 
deteriorate.
“M o m  becomes more and more 

of a burden and. stasis being 
neglected or frankly abused,” 
Parkins said.
“M o m  may get dependent to tbe 

degree that she can’t cate for 
heradf and really needs profes­
sional care or placement. If mom 
gets placed then her assets have 
to be liquidated,” Parkins said.

Most abuse occurs 
in families which 
have always been. 
abusive. The family 
may have an 
abusive member 
or just be 
dysfunctional.
to place the mother since he Urea 
loses his place to live. Instead, he 
starts collecting bis mother’s 
Social Security checks and other 
entitlements. And the mother 
steadily declines without tbebelp 
she needs,

Unrtported abuse 
In 1983 there were 273 reported 

cases of elder abuse in Alaska, 
Parkins said. Bnt she Is uncom­
fortable with there statistics. 
“We can see those abused and 

try to imaglne how many others 
there are,” sire said.

Topically, ore out of every 
eight victims reports abuse, ac- 

, cording to Parkins. Seniors are 
hcsltrnt to report abuse for a 
number of reasons. Often it is 
Ibdr own family members abus­
ing them, Paikira said.
Abused seniors also are Cearibl

of what wiD happen if they re- 
referring to Medicaid require- .port. Will they have to leave tbelr 
racntŝ oTpcriii'down aisscls be- 'home and enter a trailing bome7 
fore a person may receive nun* Not only are seniors hesitant lo
I ng home coverage. report abuse, health care prcfes-
Thcrc Is no Incentive for the son aionals and service providers

may not recognize signs of abuse, central office responsible for 
“A  lot of elder abuse findings coordinating services at ihe. slate 

relate to hygiene," Partins raid. • level 
look for bed sores, she sug- Conference participants spent 
gested. much time in individual groups
Dehydration and malnutrition trashing over the best ways to

also are indicators. Seniors are tackle the elder abuse problem, 
more fragile than children when “The group I went to was on 
it comes to nutritional actds, community organization,” said 
Parkins said. If dentures are fit- social worker Becky Smith, 
ting improperly, it could mean "(The group) identified some 
theperson has lost a iotof weight, .criteria on bow to make that 
Look at a person's sklu, Parkins liappen. In a k i i s c  that’s what 

said. .' • • we’re doing," Smith added, rc-
Are there bruises?- Bum or faring to the elder abuse task 

frostbite Injuries? ' force she later aartcd In
If there are Injuries, ask Ihe Ketchikan.,

person what happened. The Ketchikan task force isone
"Listen lo the story you’re of four elder abuse task forces in 

being told and if it doesn’t make the state. Others are located in 
sense... then you ha veto wonder Anchorage, Fairbanks and Jun- 
(If abuse is occurring),” Parkins tau. 
said. •• “Our goals are lo identify what
Documentation iskey to getting services are being provided amd

more resources for combatting what the criteria for receiving 
elder abuse, Iparkics said. ' those services are,’’ Smith said.

Cc irdtnalfng services People may be denied services
In a later panel discussion, con- because they don’t (it income or 

fereoce .participants discussed age requirements. Smith said, 
ways to improve the current sys- She and the 11 other'members of 
tem for dealing with cider abuse the Ketchikan task force jvant "to 
io tbc state. do some brainstorming” on how
• "One of the keys that people to provide services to those 
identified at the conference was people, 
greater coordination of already “Our goal is to line up all serv­
es is ting services for cldcra and ice agencies to do a coordinated 
other vulnerable adults," said public presentation,” she said. 
DFYS director Russ Webb. For more information on the
Strategies for increasing coor- Ketchikan task force call Becky 

diuatkm Include community or- Smith at 225-6611. • .... 
gfinlziug, case assistance, in-‘' For information on elder abuse 
creasing basic services sucb as in your commuoity or to report 
foster homes, und developing a ckltr abuse, call tbc Division of

Family and Youth Services.
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Elder abuse law not solving growing problem
It'* been flv* yen* *iw « tha 

AlaeVa legtalntura tackled  the 
problem of elder ekuee end 
passed a reporting law. But 
Juet about everyone dealing 
with tho Uw **y* It haeo't 
•you come cIom l« solving the 
problem.

TJw km  snaauraga people 
to report abuee, It TVdwrer pro- 
pic ta B oarnbernf rmfeaahvn*. 
inch t lM N N i polioeeffloora,
phor medals, administrate,? 
of narelag hoinaa, social 
w-nkareead employee* of pro- 
loots funded by th*Oldor Alas- 
hsns'Oqouelaaion lo report 
inspected «b**e.

Oul many of Lhsoo peopU 
arvnT reporting.

For example, laid  Ault* 
Stsvun*. eiwevork supervisor 
for the Anchorage o(S<a of tbs 
Division of Fam ily and Y 'J lh  
Service* (DFYB) , Iho uffieo 
h o i  r u x iv c d  00 report* from  
Ut* Anchor*!* Polk* Depart- 
maae, * n o  th o u g h  t)v»r» h u  
boon U  Unit 000 ta n  involv­
ing th* deportmr.uL Tbc *aw
w u  later reported by another 
cociel oecvko agency. (Bae 
•tory, poi* 1L>

Thor* ore oil Und* of (00-
c o m  w hy  people a ren ’t  tipCV-

tln g .H ild  Pot 0 ’ 0 r i* n . 
statewide DFYS consul Loot 
tor cdiiit servlet* to Juneau.

" W* don't rtnliio lh*t eldcv* 
one vulncnthla," *h i m id. IP* 
hard to (ell whether u oeolorl* 
being *hu*td or if  they ire  ju it 
“crotchety," eho aiMod,

M e rry  a a a lc m  o ra  ro lu c fo n i 

to " till on* their ibuelve child­
ren, O'Brien mid. They look at 
it a* aonBmntion that they 
*r* “loilng It." kb* laid. And 
othna ju*i don't want io gal 
the abater in Iro ijlo .

"Sent# (of tboee who abaald 
ho reporting) think DFYB lea't 
going to do unything,”  
O'Orien acid.

Evan though alder ubua* in 
not being reported every dote 
II oocura, the tuUy of abuie 
report* from  Ju ly  1987 
through June lOttS chewo in  
tlerm lng problem. DFY3 
ttoelved npwa U i»  SOOII port* 
nf abuia of people age 60 und 
older. That wo* more than 00 
percent of *11 adult eh use 
reported.

By uoel uacounl* thle in 
only Ihe tip of the iceberg.

“In this atota we hewn long 
way to to," enid CBriuo. who 
lust leturnad from  a tvnLionsi 
confer* itto 00 elder a hoe*.

Stprto by Pamela Cravoz

Statistics on Abuse
AJaika'a aider a boro up In all e ste jo fla s

irportlng etitut* rsqubna tweausa ol oilf irtns raport-
poopfo in a fuonoer of pro* fop pfsetlcss in DFYS o(0-
fonlona to call tha Oetwt- co* around the ifote. Some
mont of Hoaiuv and Social rcpoiu Contain |im  tna1!Z|

n*m« and ago of ins penon
and Youth Service* (DFYS) cbtwod, O’Brien sold.
11 they acnpuct a perron W It a ere* wu* not oon-
or Older ia tuf laring hum. ' nrmod, met does not mean

S«tour «/* (ttuauca tram liw a wa* no abuw occur­
reports mada fo DFYS (mm ring, onrten aald. Some­
Juty 1907 Ihroush June time* it meant a eenior
1908. P it O'Brien with would not talk to DFYS, ora
DFYS in Junaeu Oxplainod DfY3 worker ooold not gel
that tho numotr* dom «dd In touch with lha panon. -

Numhor ol Eopcrta
AflO Oh and over 270
Aga 60 ■ 64 20
Age 13-69 183

Total 430

Sox ol Victim
Main 183
Femal* SOS

Type of Harm
Abandonment 17

• Abuse 171
Econom ic Harm 127
Moefoct 173

neieUortldp of ParpulraVW to VloUm "
WHe . •7
Htnhcnd 40
Son 43
Dough for 19
Other Mate Fam ily Member 30
OtM r Female fam ily Member 19
Other Male 48
Othor Femaio 03

Did the V U Sn R*qu**3 that th* tnvutkprtfort be
Tormbiaierf?

Ye» 117
No 100

Type of flq>ort«r
Uondetory ISO
Other 77

Was ttw Report CdBtm idSMwf tfrpWI 1 WHflttefTWI
Yea 160
NO 194

u w *  D/ttmn u  r a s e  a u  rout* t» iU ii C v jv m u  of
he tea m l te « r trvwoee A nar woocow ( m u  awvuef
f f o a a r tf tw t r  roe-ewrai Aswan u*o

"The Odd I* booming," 
O'Orion said.

The lack of reporting in 
/  iaeka I* a not itsmhilng 
klock. tkc»niliig to I .da Itlli- 
Dun, head uf tlw Sldcr Abuet 
Talk Force In Anchorage. ■

Proper aiallailra an  needed 
before program* can bo deve­
loped to deal wllh eider ti bust, 
PUlKYnl eold. Kven though 
there rcotns to bo #mpk> noed 
far an older abuse chtllar und 
elder ahem revpite care, yon 
esn'l gel money lo deal with 
the problem without fim  hav­
ing itaUatlca Utol show the 
uxleut of Ui* amd, uhv 
oxplulnod.

In June?.* there u**0 to h*«
(elity active tldrr a bum task
forco Butthelackofrtportlng
mad* It hard to keep working 
on the problem, according to 
Narmri Nicholas. iVkhohw, 
who lu an udvocalu for onlar 
women at the Aiding Woman 
FYcta Abut* and Bnp* Emer- 
grnrire (AWARE) ahrtter in 
Juneau, ho* no doubt that 
elder obu*o exist* in Jupcuu.

“What 1 do is public apaak- 
Ing to rs iio  ewaronoM,” 
Nldulae ankL

”Caretskan are generally 
the abu*ar<," ah* added.

If an alder la being abased.
todal w riter* bar* very few 
option* for taking them out of

the ebuilre lituxrton, There i* 
only one foator hnnw in  
Juneau, accenting to Ramon*  
Omen, a eociel worker with 
DKYB lu Junvu*. And lufil 
homo la liocuact. to car* for 
unly Ova peopla 

Grran vuforiod one elderly
man to the footer heme when 
conditions at hla on a hucuo 
became Intalorahlu.

Three gearratios* ww* liv- 
• ing in tha aant home. Green
*uId. The grandoon kept
demanding money frum the 
grandfather. He'd taka th* 
frandfatber around town car- 
omdag through tha hnra with 
him. upending hb> money and 
aoioaRy taunting him.

T b e  graod/athar’i  »0n was 
dietreeved and, so, w» * cooper- 
alive," Cnen said. "We placed 
th* grandfather in an adult 
fouler home and h* wo* 
delighted."

Tha Janeas man wua lucky.
Many aonlcre being abut d  or

'negliebad have no or ‘ ‘-J* in
tiieor community, in  Jteny
Aloakan corcnimitira than
are no adult tar* foeter home*.
tunring homni, or even ade­
quate bomemnkor eorviee* to 
help nUev* the itn t i and
fh iln  ̂ n |of>irp l« flittfiiihmut
by a caregiver,

In Falrtjcnku for huitanca. 
where there it an active and 
effective elder oho** t«*k

force, then aiu hm  alUrua- 
tlvca for ovntore who are bdag 
abused 0* nugkuried.

“Bo-we of the folk* Juet aren't 
appropriate for foalar ear*," 
auid Flay MacFhra. etaff uaa- 
ager for tlioFuirbunka oRka of 
DFYS- "And mvdltnlly they 
don't qutlliy for nuralog home 
core," the added. Th* Ug aeed
lu fcr an IntcrmcdUu s in  
fad lily. Currently, a perron 
hu* to go ta Anchorage to get 
tlu t eort of Ct-ru aha aai<L

H j* V6C.7 ddcv abuaa report- 
ing laar allow* an elder m 
rcfuaa help, ta holt an lav rail- 
gutkn into reported aboee- 
OfUn, a eonior doe* juai Uut, 
eepoclaUy whan the only altar- • 
native ta an abualvr elluatlon 
la ml)** away In an anfuniUov 
City for from friend* and 
relative*.

What foBowa on the** two 
page* arc individual atorica 
ahout Alaskan u n io n  In ahu- 
elvc litaatteM . The** *r*
cidora who have brca phyil- 
ca ily  ahuasd, (lnanelaliy  
ahuaedoreegloctod. Ac with 
many cider abaoe dtnatiens in 
AladuL, tin  Only “rwolatlon" 
to so ms of theia caoea era* a 
dndtlon to continue to put op 
with the dtuatfon, for lock of 
better olW ociivea.

But artual aulaUoim to aUer 
ahuae problem* aro tamctlmc*
a* bard to ooma by In  Alaska 
a* th* rtaturic* thotdefln* tho 
oxlent of th* problem.

Neglect: Devastating as physical blows
Sou ben James tvu Bailing 

hluualf regalarly. A couple of 
dmea ha way found in the 
cold In Bethel without 
enough clothes on. Though
hi* family was supposed la 
pay hi* bill*, boy. hit food 
and taka cam of Ida medical 
needs, they did not Ok) age 
uaiahsnce checks wan being 
cashed on Jam**' behalf but 
ha * 11*111 getting the money.

"Everybody thought it wao 
ootruacooa," arid *  Division 
of ftuoity and Youth ftavh
ota (DFYB) *od*l worker la  
Bethel "Something needed 
fob* done."

Jaso* (not hi* real ncmeX 
tn W» 70», » H  •  victim of
elder abuaa. Ha wvaa't being 
haalat.kewaanegUcfod.For 
or. elderiy poem who can't 
taka cam of hlntMlf, nogleet 
can bajuataadavaatctingoa 
outright pHyelcal Uc-wc.

BeBut Coaomuaily Health 
Director Dr. Or*** Alfonei 
rvmambara eaetog oar older
m m  with *  dioioeeted
ihaulder. He war brcoght in 
five a t eU day* iftea tt 
fkppeeedi 

ID* wife waa an akuhtUc, 
and a* worn hi* bids. Th* 
maa coeldnl lab* car* of 
hlatadf ami Had fat loo out of
tad.

They lot hint fit for day**
Alfceul aald. And that kind 
of Injury horta Hie hodr. aim

Alfooai, Woo Wat ysueitcad 
ia Chicago whw* rb* aar* 
moah mat* utdar abuau araA 
ka * a  Feltima icepcet fot> 
eldan rritk hoUku down th* 
■ a u a a t  of alder absaa aba

Alfonsi has s^en 
pcoplo put up wllh 
les^thatvdeslfabia 
conditions to 
stay with their 
families.

ate* In Bethel 
There am eldrrty In 

th* Bethel ares, aald the 
metalworker who minted the 
efory of Reuben Jroves, but 
law nmoria *f aldm aeura.

[f ah* bad io guena, tha
*o<do) worifcr « Id  *b* would 
pul Ihfinumhw of aider abuoa 
ruport* at no s e n  th a  one
ex tw o  a  m onth.

But both the aodal worker 
and Alfnrut my Ihart an  
probably mere cwm* than 
theyaraawonoC

Ja n a f family aagtarfod 
hi ia heaama they ware dstak- 
ing. the social worker f e ll 
They didn't pay at tent‘uu to 
James’ noade.

Da nrrdad kelp dsanlrtg 
hlmrwlf, he couldn't hear,, 
and ha woe almeat M ad. the 
#*cW worker wW.

D fTfF handled Jamto* 
probiac* Vy bolding AtwOy 
mcwdnga. At tha maetlaga 
tho Cmaily admitted that 
Ukiy M t  enable ta taw  for

D FYS tried to ret Jam t* 
Ul* A/tlpUf Apart- 

heaiciog ia

Srthal where h r eould atay
with another rolnttve, hot 
thrr* waaaT any spun* avail- 
able. Bo Jama* waa tent to a 
naming homo in Bcword, for
trcn  tiende and reU ltm . 

Hu died two yvar* later.
'1 don't think ha really 

wanted to Icavo," the social 
worker sold. *ff k '  had a cbo- 
lo* h* yoald hav« «tay«d la 
th* ocrxUtloq h* wa* etayisg
In," aba addad.

Alfonsi ho* com people put 
up wiih-Uea-thnn-deriraUt 
rondiUona to alay with thtb  
fomiXa*.

Aifomd Leila ahout an
eldety woman who bad a 
stroke end eras oats rained to 
city witb b«r daughter, eren 
thoagh th* daughter had her 
own family 10 care for.

Aiforal got report* that th* 
de*ghtu waa negltodng her 
mother. But afltr rlairtag the
Kne.tî  Alfrrwl
th* daughter waa debug the 
haat ah* eoutd.

Tha mother vroa Conflusd 
»  bed and rrfoaed *0 coca* to 
th* hospital for nhabUlta- 
tlon. Alfooai sold. S h i 
needed ccasLaat cu a , ah* 
noedkd fob* turned every two 
hour*, lo b* fed and belhed.

* 'Mow- waa a Mhewr
nam ing hem* patient,” 
Alfonei eaU. BUB. Atfowat 
l»— eodd tha mothar b* 
allowed te remula ia the 
hom  and helped thadasgh-

and heir* lh« dangbt** wWt 
cborto four boon a day,

U p m  tha athaaay aaiw
gfoor a break. Alfom l laid.
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Th ey  love theirchildren $0 they deprive themselves
WJwn menay til oA eoald 

pay te* yignt doth** and 
fetid le regularly taken in a  ■ 
an alder by ytwngcv relative# 
atut u *d  leu something aba, 
on olart eodal weaker would 
llkaly classify ih lt aa older 
abyaa

But fey too olUn, tha older 
poraon lari'I aware Of Winy 
abuaxL And av«n. If they 
don't Ilka the fttnaUoo. they 
diA't want anytao scoring in 
to ley to flu It.

"They don't under*Land 
the ward 'aboro.' " aald 
A |M  Moon, an alder abaaa 
worker at Fairbanks’ Women 
In CrUla-CoonaallaaC AreUU 
once (WIO-CAX

Mooro. K , has ectn many 
younger relntivca srealpnUu 
Ifttt grandma or grandpa to 
gut at the atdar'a money, Tho 
uldor nay so l apdoraland 
then an  option*, and they 
may not own think Moon'*

annoy la trying to ualp, 
Moor* explained.

"Bacauaa they love their 
children end grandchildren, 
they deprive thcmaalve* 01 
their own neede,” Maori 
said,

“By tha and of lb* month 
they dent haw  enough feod 
or clothing."

And Hi Fairbanks, wluwe 
winter la saver*, Uak of 
arUqoal* clothing tan be 
aariaua,

“I oant go In Uuwa and soy 
'atop doing that/ * Moors 
aald. “Ida their own Ufa" 

T h a t la  one m ajor 
difference between aldar 
aboae and child nbuao. In 
caoaa of aaupeptcd child 
abusv, a aodal worker can- 
Uka tha ohUd.awny from tha 
family If he pr aba I* bclnf 
tlAjmcd.

"We tan Intorveno nqalnat 
a child’s wlU," iwld Floy

In a real low voice 
the Kaltag w o m a n  
whispered, ‘I don’t 
Know why 8bo 
does it.*

MadPloe, staff manager far 
tha Vehhanka cfflce of tha 
Division of Fam ily and 
Youth Services (DPVO),

In older abuse, tha elder 
taoet be willing to aoccpi 
eervioce. and often that 
doctor'l happon. MacPhvS 
aald.

“It's hutd (for an elder) 10 
admit that maybe It'* their 
child abasing them. It's u 
shameful thing," MncPbeo 
sold-

Beoeuao tha law teoognlraa' 
that older people ara Capabl* 
of m aking thalv own 
decision#, tha court can 
Intervene wilhoul Ihe eldeFa 
coneent only after an eldee la 
declared inonm pelaat, 
aoccedlog to MaoPlun.

Many of th« omaa liooro 
ecca do not Involve tncon* 
octant elderr, Joal frail or 
dapaudent elderly being- 
taken advantage of by 
children orycungcr mom bom 
of the somnunily.

“1 know one cu e where Ihe 
mother ia crippled and has a 
drinking problem," Moon 
aald. Her eon takes money 
away feom her, telling her 
aha la no good.

He wot her drinking as an 
excuoo lo argue with her.

'T,he gels neared and *ho 
ghrea nMdcy to get rid ofhlm . 
..h e  boats her up If she don’t 
giva it to him," Moor* said.

Moore epoke with soothe* 
woman from Kaltag wboaa 
daughter waa inspected of 
baating her. Tha' mother' 
denied >hat her daughter 
broke her arm and told Moors. 
•be fell an th* wood pll*.

“f speak her language," 
Moors aald. "And I  told her 
her daughter waa abasing 
her," Moore aald.

In  a ra il low voice tha 
Kaltag woman whleperad, “I 
don't know why she dots u."
. That waa all th* woman 
would any about tho aboaa.

“She knows ll'a that*," 
Moore (told. Bulshodeprnda 
on .h e r d a a g h ltr  fo r
6V(tyihia£.

“She (the daughter) deans 
house, gets water and wood 
b r m s" the women to hi 
Moo/a.

without her dcoghter. the 
woman said, aha tlm ply. 

' oculdn't manage.
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Physical abuse:' He’d rather handle it himself
Jim  McKay's stepson liked 

to taka eucko shots at him.

One day when McKay (not 
hia real name) re ochtd down 
totnmoCrtheTV.hlaetcpjon 
caught biro off gurud and 
belted hbn one.

McKay, in  hi* 70s, l» ■ vic­
tim of elder abuse. IJka a 
iu n b «  of other Alaskan 
elder ohuaa victims, he fig* 
urea he’d nsthtr hondhi It 
hlmseK with pelle* help 
when M ceuary, than get 
Involved w llh restraining 
orders or the stale social uer- 
vlea bnreaocnmy.

"He (tha stepson) amokas

pot, gets drank, pushes pw  
p le  a ro a n d ."  M cK ay  
explained t> hi* 26-yrer-old 
etepaon.

Ma n  than once McKay 
has called the police lo Idea 
th* stepson out of the hour*.

MdCay, a recovering aloo- 
holie himuelf la a small self, 
pnrimwted man with a shock, 
of graying heir and SO Ipfee* 
tiousamUa.

"I wasn't afraid," McKay 
cold. “I  didn't want la hurt 
him beaus* 1 know tlda 
msnh about » # ... if 1 a tart it 
I'd go a UUla too tar and It 
don't pry . . .  I'm too old to

■pond lime in tbat place 
where those bar* ore," ha 
said.

krvn after hi* wifa'adealh, 
McKay has haen hwraxxad 
by her children.

T lriy  begrudged him th* 
new homo ho moved into. Ha 
and hla wife — who was prut 
Native — had qualified for 
the homa before she died. 
Aflerw ardu. ihe lender 
natOTcd McKay he conld eon- 
tinua hi* application for the 
lioaie, even though on* of tha 
qualification* of ownership 
WO* Native ethnicity. Tha 
stepchildren didn't agree,

"They wanted to pet the 
house for th aa **lv c*.“  
McKay laid . H e offered to 1st 
them Uve with him nnd even 
offered to M  Ida stepaoc. Ova 
In the eld trailer rent-fre*.

Nothing cmmod (0 oaliafy 
them. Tha stepchildren  
would gut drunk end become 
abaci VC ta McKay,

The zmpaon kicked down 
tha door of McKay'* new 
boms. HI* atondnagbtara 
Stole, family photo* and 
mom *n tea while McKay was 
od. On* stepdaughter phyab- 
ca lly  attacked M cK ay, 
punching ■ him In th* tvooe

and scratching him all over 
th# fact,
- McKay explained lhal ha 
triad 10 hold he* arms and 
atop hat- but aha was able to 
wriggle free.

Tha lord lima the pollc* 
came to taka the atepeon, 
McKay saw their report It 
lifted every time they had 
had to Intervene between 
McKay ahd the atepeon.

Tha pailcusaa told McKay
bs should gat a restraining 
order from the court lo ciep 
hie stepson’ from eontocring 
him, bol McKay raluajd.

McKay hasn't seen bis 
stepson ainca.-

Where to report abuse
I f  you Auapcct alder abuse 

cent > t the nearest Dirisloet 
of Fam ily and Youth Send- 
cae (DFYS) office. D FYS 
•toff la required to invcalh 
gbtaaU reports of elder aboaa 
and to provide peolectiv* ee> 
vices where needed. Tbe 
Invruelgallett. w ill be tenat- 
paled upon th* aider's 
reqaaat.

Borne DPY8,numbers to 
C*& are:
* Anchorage, general report 
jpg ruunbir 27fi.ieSQ; Davi.l 
Tod. S6M01Q; Andy Unn, 
26M008-
* fak banka, attMta.
a Jerwou, {Umona Green, 

.EW -lfiSi,
*  Ketchikan, Eicnw l Biker, 
2 S S - 6 6 1 1 .  ,

WANTED: COMPUTER
Emptoynwnborirttod compjtnr d w s o  to t

Ifwrinooim t v ic t  <KS»*.« need oonipubsn for • 
protfk* and lob worit. •

Espqolafly helpful v.-ouki be on IBM* 
mmpatlWa PC (a computer that will accept 
DOS and 51/4* <fak»). W« are open lo iocru or 
donoOona of equipment for the-fouwnnnth 
duration of the cteia.

■^vepg JTPA daase* ore employment- 
oriented and have helped many aenlerj return to 
wodttMth new fWSg.

Loonfi/donatiam, are ton dftdirctibte txd 
wouM great^ benerk both Anctyxago end Mab 
Suaeniora.

Pleaso oo8 Jana at Ofckr Pw aorta Action 
Group, Inc. 376-10S9.

S o m e  pooplo can't inaKo 
It alone. They think no 
one cares.

C.R.I.S.I.S. Inc.
CrWe netarrai kdonrvuion 
and fiuldda letorvandoh fierrio*
m i rrirtohks, Suit* A 
Anchorage. Alaska s w x y 'a a

Just ■ few hours of you.’ time each weak 
can meco th* difference b«woen life and
death U y a panon aaperianclng a edaU. 
Volunteer* «re urgently naoood. The dad- 
slon b your*. You can write down our 
number and call us, or you can w il): eway.

Anchors® Staievrfd« 
276-1600 800476-1600 W

24 hour* a d*y, 7 dry* a weal r'., m

8pace prodded by Senior Vole* and ALASKA PfIOOCOON


