


• STATE OF ALASKA
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Bill Version: HB 443' 

(H) Publish Date: 2-28-92

Department Affected: Department of Law
BRU: Prosecution_______________________
Component: Fourth Judicial District______

Revision Date: ______________________________
fltie: " ...increasing superior court judges.., 
decreasing,..district judges in the fourth.,.district,
Sponsor: House Judiciary by Request__________
Requestor: House Judiciary Committee________

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

COMPONENT SERIAL

OPERATING
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL

EQUIPMENT
LAND &  STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING

CAPITAL

REVENUE 
FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands o f Dollars)
GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
FUND SOURCE-
TOTAL

POSITIONS

PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact:
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

Please see the attached analysis,

Phone: 465 -3672  
Date: February 24 1992

Prepared by: Richard I. Peoues, D irector 
Division: Adm inistrativ/PSeryicesfl

Approved by Commissioner: Charles E. Cole. A ttorney General.
Agency: Department of L a w ____________________ lj___________________ Date: February 24. 1992

Distribution (by preparer): Leg. Fin., Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB/DBR, Gov. Legis. O fc., & Impacted Agency(ies]
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CONTINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS
F o r B i l l / R e s o l u t i o n  Ho.  HB 443

T h is  b i l l  amends AS 2 2 .1 0  and  AS 2 2 .1 5  t o  i n c r e a s e  th e  
num ber o f  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  ju d g e s  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  
fro m  f i v e  t o  s i x ,  and  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e  num ber o f  d i s t r i c t  ju d g e s  in  
t h e  f o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  from  f o u r  t o  t h r e e .  T he b i l l  w i l l  
h a v e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  t im e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  h e a r  f e lo n y  
t r i a l s  a n d  d e c r e a s in g  th e  t im e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  h e a r  m isdem eano r 
t r i a l s ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  tw o p o s i t i o n s  in v o lv e d  
w i l l  be  o r  h a s  b e en  s p e n t  on c r im in a l  m a t t e r s .  I f  t h e  t im e  t o  be 
s p e n t  h e a r i n g  f e lo n y  t r i a l s  i s  e v e n ly  o f f s e t  by  t h e  t im e  t h a t  was 
p r e v i o u s l y  s p e n t  h e a r in g  m isdem eano r t r i a l s ,  t h e r e  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  a 
f i s c a l  im p a c t  f o r  t h e  D e p a rtm e n t o f  Law.
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N o . 1_
F IS C A L  N O T E  B ill V ers ion: HB 443_______

STATE OF ALASKA (H) Publish Date: 2-28-92 .
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSIUN

FEB-19-1932 14530 FROM RTR D£RJTY DIRECTOR T

Revision Data: 
TTtlo:

_________________________ _ Department Affected: A laska Court System
An Act increasing the toud number of BRl': Tria l Courts_________
superior court Judges...______________ Components:

Sponsor: Jud idaryby request
Requestor. Judiciary 'COM PONENT SER IAL NO . t 000 [ 000 J 000 | 70S

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY  06 FY  97 FY  98
PERSONAL SERVICES 118.4 118.4 118.4 118.4 118.4 118.4
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT 7.8
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS & CLAIMS
TOTAL OPERATING 126.2 118.4 118.4 118.4 118.4 118.4

I CAP ITAL" 

I r e v e n u F

GENERAL FUNDS 128.2 118.4 11B.4 118.4 118.4 118.4
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER

TOTAL 126.2 118.4 118.4 118.4 118.4 118.4

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0

PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year Impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach tt separate page if necessary) 

See attached fiscal analysis.

C

Prepared by. C . S. Christensen I I ,  Staff Counsel 
Division: Alaska Court System

~  Phone: 
’  Date:

264-8228
02/06/22

Approved by: Arthur H. Snowden. H, Adtnlntetraffve Director ri»r 
Agency: Alaska Court System_________ ^ ______________ Date: 02/06/92
Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, legislative Sponsor, Requestor, 0MB, & Impacted Agencies).
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F E B -1 0 -3.932 14 :33  FRCM PC? V E R S T ' DIRECTOR TO

Alaska Court System
Fiscal Impact of Adding a Superior Court Ju d g e  end 
Deleting a  District Court Juctae In the Fairbanks Trial Courts 
HEL443

J lK G f tJ S L H ^E  P.e-

r i o  I

C

P e r s o n a l S e rv te ee
Salary SsosDiS Total

Cost difference between a Superior 
Court Judge and a  District Court Judge

Law Clerk I, Fairbanks, permanent full-time, 13D

$22,812

36,684 14,156' 50,840

Secretary II, Fairbanks, permanent full-time, 12B 31,824
Total Personal Services

12,896 44,720
118,372

Equipment (c n v -iim o  c o s t)

Office equipment for Law Clerk (personal computer, desk, 
chair, statutes and filing cabinet)

Office equipment for Secretary (personal computer, desk, 
chair, and filing cabinet)

Total Equipment 7,800

C

Total Costs $126,172

Page 2 of 2
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OPERATING FY  93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98

PERSO N AL SERV ICES 0 0 0 0 0 0

TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0

CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

SU PPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0

EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0

LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0

GRANTS, CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0

M ISCELLANEOUS • 0 0 0 0 0 0

TO TA L OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

I REVENUE
r RJND SOURCE: 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

G EN ERA L FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0

FED ER A L FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0 •

OTHER

FUND S O U R C E 0 0 0 0 0 0

TO TAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

TEM PORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

j

Prepared by: Brant McGee. Public Advocate Phone: 274-1684
Division: Office of Public Advocacy I / Date: February 13.1992

Approved by Commissioner Nancv Bear Usera \v U s / j y
'oencv: Administration ' Date: ->• s ^—

*Distribution (by preparer): Leg. Fia, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB/DBR, Gov. Legis. Ole., & Impacted Agency(ics).

Rev 10/07/91 4KBSB!
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STATE OF ALASKA.
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Bill V ers ion: HB 443_______
(H) P ub lis h  Date; 2-28-92

Department Affected: Administration 
BRU: Public Defender Aoencv 
Component: Public Defender Agency

Revision Date:   ________________
^  life: *An Act increasing the total number of superior court judges

from 30 to 31.‘_____________________________________
Sponsor: House Judiciary_____________________________
Requestor: House Judiciary____________________________

Expenditures/Hevenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

OPERATING
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING

CAPITAL

REVENUE 
FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
FUND SOURCE:
TOTAL

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME

TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact________________________________________________________________________ I _________
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.) This bill eliminates a district court judge position and adds a superior court judge position in 
the fourth judicial district.

Fiscal impact is likely to be minimal as concerns the Public Defender Office in that location.

Phone: 279-7541 
Data: February 12.1992

Prepared by: John Salemi. Public Defender 
Division: Public Defender Agency_______

Approved by Commissioner. Nancy Bear Usera HI ^ ,________
Agency: Administration \ 1 V * Date: ^ / 6 / A ^

Distribution (by preparer): Leg. Fin., Legislative Sponsor. Requestor. OMB/DBR, Gov. Legis. Ofc., A Impacted Agency(ies)

Rev 10/07/91
1&UEG.82AWS12.KP/t -  / v, ' .
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,Aln0ka Qlnurt Js^siera
*£>tntr rf .Alaska

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR
303 K Street

CHARLES S. CHRISTENSEN III , , „  A Anchorage, AK90SO1
StaR Counse! A p r i l  6 ,  1992 (907)264-8228

The H o n o ra b le  R ick  H a l fo rd  
C h a irm an , S e n a te  J u d i c i a r y  Committee 
P .  0 .  Box V 
J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  99811

D ear  S e n a t o r  H a l f c r d :

I  am w r i t i n g  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  Com m ittee s c h e d u le  
H ouse B i l l  44 3 , r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  number o f  ju d g e s  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  
j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  a t  i t s  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  c o n v e n ie n c e .  T h is  
b i l l  was i n t r o d u c e d  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  A la sk a  Supreme C o u r t .  
I t s  p u r p o s e  i s  t o  c o r r e c t  an im b a lan ce  i n  t h e  number and  t y p e  o f  
ju d g e s  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .

A t t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e ,  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  f o r  t h e  f o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  
d i s t r i c t  i s  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  have f i v e  ju d g es  ( i n c l u d i n g  f o u r  i n
F a i r b a n k s  and one i n  B e t h e l ) ,  w h i le  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  i s
a u t h o r i z e d  t o  have  f o u r  ( a l l  i n  F a i r b a n k s ) .  HB 443 would u p g ra d e  
o n e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  p o s i t i o n s  t o  a s u p e r i o r  c o u r t
j u d g e s h i p ,  t h u s  r e d u c in g  t h e  number o f  d i s t r i c t  ju d g e s  t o  t h r e e ,  
an d  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  number o f  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  ju d g e s  t o  s i x .

The suprem e c o u r t  i s  r e q u e s t i n g  t h i s  s t a t u t o r y  change  b e c a u s e  i t  
b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  w ork load  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  
d i s t r i c t  i s  e x c e s s i v e  f o r  f i v e  ju d g e s ,  and t h a t  t h e  c h a n g e s
p r o p o s e d  by  HB 443 r e p r e s e n t  t h e  m ost p r a c t i c a l  way t o  a d d r e s s  
t h i s  p ro b le m .

A t t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e ,  t h e  f i v e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  ju d g e s  s i t t i n g  i n  
t h e  f o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  a r e  a v e r a g in g  60 work h o u rs  e a c h  p e r  
w eek . They a r e  b e in g  a s s i s t e d  by a p ro  tern ju d g e  b r o u g h t  o u t  o f  
r e t i r e m e n t ,  as  w e l l  a s  by two d i s t r i c t  ju d g e s  who a r e  h e a r i n g

COURT STATEMENT
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The H o n o rab le  R ick  H a l fo rd  
A p r i l  6 , 1992 
Page  2

s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  c a s e s  i n  a p ro  tem c a p a c i t y .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s  
tre m e n d o u s  e f f o r t ,  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  h a s  b een  u n a b le  t o  k eep  
p a c e  w i th  i t s  w o rk lo a d .  B ecause o f  t h e  h ig h  t r i a l  r a t e  i n  t h e  
d i s t r i c t ,  we have come c l o s e  t o  l o s i n g  c r i m i n a l  c a s e s  t h a t  c o u ld  
n o t  be h e a r d  i n  a t i m e l y  m anner. An a d d i t i o n a l  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  
ju d g e  i s  e s s e n t i a l .

The r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  number o f  d i s t r i c t  ju d g e s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h i s  
u p g ra d e  w i l l  n e c e s s a r i l y  c a u se  some s t r a i n  on t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t .  
However, t h e  suprem e c o u r t  i s  c o g n i . a n t  o f  t h e  f i s c a l  p ro b le m s  
f a c i n g  t h e  s t a t e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e .  I t  h as  ch o se n  t o  p u r s u e  
t h i s  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n  so  as  t o  have a s  l i t t l e  f i s c a l  im p a c t  on 
t h e  s t a t e  as  p o s s i b l e .

A j u d i c i a l  u p g ra d e  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  
i f  t h e  s u p e r i o r  and d i s t r i c t  c o u r t s  a r e  t o  o p e r a t e  e f f i c i e n t l y ,  
an d  p r o v id e  an a d e q u a te  l e v e l  o f  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  com m unity . 
P l e a s e  l e t  me know i f  I  c a n  p r o v id e  any a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .

Very t r u l y  y o u r s ,

C. S. C h r i s t e n s e n  I I I  
S t a f f  C ounsel

CSC:bh

TOTAL P .03




