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Revision Date: ______________________________

Title: An Act relating to the Issuance

STATE OF ALASKA i
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE
i

No. I
B jjT  ersion: CSHB 1 69  (J U D )
(H iP u b lish  Date: 3 / 1 1 / 9 1

o f a search warrant bv facsimile machine. Component:
Sponsor:  House Judiciary______________

Requestor: House Judiciary___________

Department Affected: Pub 11c Safety
BRU: Alaska State Troopers_________

Dgtachrngnts

-COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars) (Inflation not Included)

OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & SIPUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING . -o- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

CAPITAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

REVENUE -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND

-FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER/PROG RCPT

TOTAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page If necessary)
This b 1 1  would explicitly allow the use of facsimile machines to transmit search 

warrants under certain conditions. Use of fax machines In this manner would lead 
to a more efficient use of state trooper time; it Is not expected to have a 

distinct fiscal Impact, however.

Prepared by: Gavle A. Horetskl___________________ Phone: 465-4322

Division: Commissioner's Offkfc?_____________  ^  Date: 3/5/91

Approved by Commissioner: / 7 , ____________________Richard L. Burton

Agency: Department of Pobrtc Safety ^ Date: 3/5/91

D is t r i b u t i o n  (b y p re p a r e r ) : L e g is la t i v e  F in a n c e . L e g is la t iv e  Sponso r, R e q u e s to r , 0M8, & Im pac ted A g e n c y ( ie s ) .
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STATE OF ALASKA

1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

F IS C A L  N O T E  (  N o . 2
B ill V ers ion: CSHB  169M U D )  
(H) P ub lish  Date: 3/11/91

R ev is io n  Date: 
W e :

Sponsor:
Requestor:

An Act re lating to the Issuance of 
sea rch  warrant by facs im ile m ach ine 
By Jud ic iary Com m ittee by request 
Jud ic iary___________

Departm ent Affected: 
BRU:
Components:

A laska Court System 
Tria l Courts

CO M P O N EN T  SER IAL N O . 000 | 000 000 | 768

EXPEND ITURES7REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERAT ING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 98 FY 97

PERSONAL S ER V IC E S
TRAVEL
CON TRA CTUA L
SUPPL IES
EQ U IPM EN T
LAND & S TRU CTU RES
GRANTS  & CLA IMS
TOTAL OPERAT ING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

| CAP ITAL |

I R EV EN U E  TI ■ »

FUND ING : (Thousands of Dollars)
G EN ER A L  FUNDS 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FED ERA L  FUNDS
O TH ER

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POS IT IONS :
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEM PORARY

Estim ate of current year Impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

No fisca l im p a c t

Prepared by: C . S . Christensen III, Staff C ounse l 
D iv is ion: A laska Court System     Date: 03704/91

Phone: 264-8228

Approved by: Arthur H. Snowden, II. Adm inistrative D irector —
Agency: A laska Court System ^  Date: ^  / 03704/9?"

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative F inance , Leg is la tive Sponsor, R equestor, OM B , & Im pacted Agency(ies).
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§  ta l i ’ o f i \ l a o l t a  

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR

CHARLES S. CHRISTENSEN III Anchorage, AK 99501
Stall Counsel (907) 264-8228

A p r i l  16, 1 9 9 1

303 l< Street

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  R i c k  H a l f o r d  
C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  

P . O .  B o x  V 
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  H a l f o r d :

I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  s c h e d u l e  
H o u s e  B i l l  169, r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  a s e a r c h  w a r r a n t  b y  
f a c s i m i l e  m a c h i n e ,  at. i t s  e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n i e n c e .

A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  A S  1 2 . 3 5 . 0 1 5  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  s e a r c h  w a r r a n t s  
m a y  b e  i s s u e d  u p o n  s w o r n  o r a l  t e s t i m o n y  c o m m u n i c a t e d  b y  
t e l e p h o n e .  A  c o m m o n  e x a m p l e  i n v o l v e s  a t r o o p e r  i n  a r e m o t e  
c o m m u n i t y  w i t h o u t  a j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e r  w h o  m u s t  c a l l  a c o u r t  i n  

a n o t h e r  c o m m u n i t y  i n  o r d e r  t o  a p p l y  f o r  a s e a r c h  w a r r a n t .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  s t a t u t e  w a s  a d o p t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  c o m m o n  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  f a c s i m i l e  m a c h i n e s .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  it r e q u i r e s  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  t o  p r e p a r e  a " d u p l i c a t e  o r i g i n a l  s e a r c h  w a r r a n t "  a n d  
r e a d  i t  v e r b a t i m ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a n y  s u p p o r t i n g  a f f i d a v i t s ,  t o  t h e  
j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e r  at t h e  d i s t a n t  l o c a t i o n .  T h e  j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e r  

e n t e r s  w h a t  is r e a d  o n  a n  o r i g i n a l  s e a r c h  w a r r a n t .  If t h e  
j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e r  m a k e s  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  is d i r e c t e d  t o  m o d i f y  t h e  d u p l i c a t e  o r i g i n a l .  T h e  
j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e r  t h e n  s i g n s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  w a r r a n t ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  
e x a c t  t i m e  o f  s i g n i n g ,  a n d  o r a l l y  a u t h o r i z e s  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  t o  

s i g n  t h e  j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e r ’s n a m e  a n d  e n t e r  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  o n  t h e  

d u p l i c a t e  o r i g i n a l .

A  s e a r c h  w a r r a n t  is a m i n i m u m  o f  f o u r  p a g e s  l o n g .  F r e q u e n t l y ,  
a d d i t i o n a l  p a g e s  w i l l  b e  a d d e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  l i s t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  
p r o p e r t y  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  is s e a r c h i n g .  S u p p o r t i n g  
a f f i d a v i t s  c a n  n u m b e r  i n  e x c e s s  o f  40 p a g e s .  R e a d i n g  t h e s e  
d o c u m e n t s  is t i m e  c o n s u m i n g ,  p r o n e  t o  e r r o r ,  a n d  o f t e n
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u n n e c e s s a r y  g i v e n  t h e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  c h a n g e s  t h a t  h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e  

s i n c e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t a t u t e  w a s  d r a f t e d .

T o  r e m e d y  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  C S H B  169 (JIJD) p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  m a y  s i m p l y  t r a n s m i t  a f f i d a v i t s  b y  f a c s i m i l e  m a c h i n e  t o  
t h e  j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e r ,  a n d  t h e  j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e r  m a y  t r a n s m i t  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  s e a r c h  w a r r a n t  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t .  T h e  f a c s i m i l e  w a r r a n t  
t h e n  s e r v e s  a s  a n  o r i g i n a l .  T i m e  w i l l  b e  s a v e d  b y  a l l  i n v o l v e d  
i n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  a n d  t h e  a c c u r a c y  o f  t h e  f i n a l  p r o d u c t  w i l l  b e  
i m p r o v e d .  T h e  b i l l  h a s  n o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o u r t e s y .  P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e  if 

y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o r  c o m m e n t s .

V e r y  t r u l y  y o u r s ,

C. S. C h r i s t e n s e n  III 
S t a f f  C o u n s e l

C S C s b h




