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r e g a r d i n g  c h i l d  a b u s e  o r  n e g l e c t ,  a n d  w h e n  f a i l u r e  t o  d i s c l o s e  a  
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p r i v i l e g e d  i f  t h e y  c a u s e d  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  a p e r s o n  t o  t e s t i f y  a s  a  
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CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0

EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
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S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t  

SCS CS SS I-IB 156 (ITES)

Providing for Privileged Communications in Cases 
of Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault

4/28/92 Rep. Ka> Brown

Domestic violence and sexual assault are growing problems in Alaska. 
Communities throughout the state have established shelters and safe homes 
in an effort to provide counseling and safety to victims of these crimes. Since 
FY 87, the number of nights of safety provided by funded shelters has 
increased by 44%.
As a result of the fear and stigma associated with domestic violence and 
sexual assault, many victims fail to seek needed medical care and counseling 
for their emotional trauma. In order to fully recover from domestic violence 
and sexual assault crimes, it is necessary for victims to discuss thoughts and 
feelings with someone who is trained to address these issues. Domestic 
violence/sexual assault counselors provide this assistance. The relationship 
that develops between a victim and counselor is fragile and requires trust.
Need for Legislation
Current Alaskan law discourages some victims from coming forward by 
allowing the court system to subpoena records that disclose all information, 
given in trust, between a sexual assault counselor and victim.
At the request of the Alaska Network on Domestic Violence and Sexual 
Assault, I have sponsored SCS CS SS HB 156 (HES) to make changes to state 
law and establish a general rule that communications between a domestic 
violence or sexual assault victim and a domestic violence or sexual assault 
counselor are privileged and confidential. The bill allows for exceptions to 
the privileged communication rule in certain instances, for example, such as 
cases of child abuse or neglect or if the victim is deceased.
SCS CS SS HB 156 (HES) is necessary to encourage and protect the trust 
relationship between victim and counselor. Victims of domestic violence and 
sexual assault should be allowed to choose if and when deeply personal 
information is to become a matter of public record. SCS CS SS HB 156 (HES) 
would provide confidentiality for these highly personal, private and 
confidential communications.
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SCS CS SS HB 156 (HES) would provide that the communications between a 
victim of domestic violence and/or sexual assault and a domestic 
violence/sexual assault counselor are privileged and may not be disclosed in 
a civil, criminal, legislative or administrative proceeding without the 
appropriate consent of the victim.
SCS CS SS HB 156 (HES) would extend to all victims of domestic violence and 
sexual assault a testimonial privilege encompassing the contents of 
communication with a domestic violence or sexual assault counselor and tc 
render immune from discovery or legal process the records of the 
communications maintained by the domestic violence or sexual assault 
program.
SCS CS SS HB 156 (HES) would make amendments to AS 09.25 (Civil 
Evidence) and AS 12.45 (Criminal Trial) by adding new language to provide 
that confidential communications between a domestic violence or sexual 
assault victim and a counselor are privileged.
SCS CS SS HB 156 (HES) also amends and adds new sections to AS 25.35 
(Domestic Violence) to establish a general prohibition, with certain 
exceptions, regarding compulsory disclosure of confidential communications 
between domestic violence and sexual assault victims and their counselors.
Exceptions to this general standard of privileged communications include 
cases involving:

1) reports of child abuse or neglect;
2) evidence that the victim is about to commit a crime;
3) a proceeding where the victim is deceased;
4) a communication relevant to an issue of breach by the victim or 

victim counselor of a duty arising out of the victim-counselor 
relationship;

5) a communication that is determined to be admissible hearsay as an 
exdted utterance under the Alaska Rules of Evidence;

6) a children-in-need-of-aid proceeding under AS 47.10;
7) a communication made during the victim-counselor relationship if 

the services of the counselor were sought, obtained, or used to enable 
anyone to commit or plan a crime; or

8) a criminal proceeding concerning criminal charges against a victim of 
domestic violence or sexual assault where the victim is charged with a 
crime under AS 11.4 1 against a minor.

Further, the legislation provides that the location of a safe house of the 
identity of a domestic violence counselor may not be disclosed in a civil, 
criminal, legislative or administrative proceeding unless the court or hearing
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officer determines that the information is necessary and relevant to the facts 
of the case.
Discussion
Confidentiality for victims working with domestic violence and sexual 
assault counselors and shelters serves both the needs of victims and the needs 
of society to help reduce the damage done by domestic violence and sexual 
assault crimes.

— As a result of the fear and stigma associated with domestic violence and 
sexual assault, many victims fail to seek needed medical care and 
counseling for the emotional injuries resulting from the crime.

— Without adequate psychological support, many of these victims fail to 
report the crime and cooperate with the criminal justice system.

— Domestic violence and sexual assault counselors are specifically trained 
to help victims recover from an assault. Skills and techniques employed 
by counselors are designed to encourage the victim to discuss the 
emotional aftermath of an assault and thereby normalize the life of the 
victim.

— Full recovery from an assault requires that victims discuss thoughts and 
feelings that a victim is unlikely to discuss without the assurance of 
confidentiality, and this confidentiality should be accorded to all assault 
victims who desire services whether or not they are able to afford the 
services of private psychiatrists and psychologists.

— These victims hesitate to turn to friends and family because of the social 
stigma attached to domestic violence and sexual assault.

Questions and Answers
•  W h y  i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  n e e d e d ?

Because of the stigma and fear involved in sexual assault and domestic 
violence, victims simply will not talk to anyone if they think that their 
confidentiality will not be respected.
In one case in Pennsylvania, when a rape crisis program was forced to turn 
over counseling records in a rape trial, the numbers of callers to that center's 
hotline who would even identify themselves on the phone decreased by over 
one third. That resulted in the Pennsylvania legislature passing a privilege 
statute in its next session. We shouldn't wait for that to happen here.



In Alaska's small communities this protection is essential. By offering 
confidential services these programs have been able to increase the numbers 
of victims who prosecute their cases which has provided a great benefit to 
society in terms of convicting known offenders.
•  A r e n ' t  t h e s e  r e c o r d s  a l r e a d y  p r o t e c t e d ?

Currently, records are protected only througii state regulation and, to some 
extent, because of federal funding requirements. Neither of these have the 
same force that a statutory change will provide.
• W h a t  i f  t h e  v i c t i m  w a n t s  t o  r e le a s e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ?  D o e s  t h i s  m e a n  a  

p e r s o n  c a n ' t  d o  i t ?

In Alaska privilege belongs to the client. So, if the victim wants to release 
their records to anyone, they can do that. The point of this bill is to ensure 
that victims can have some control over this issue.
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Domestic violence anu sexual assault are growing problems in Alaska. 
Communities throughout the state have established shelters and safe homes 
in an effort to provide counseling and safety to victims of these crimes. Since 
FY 87, the number of nights of safety provided by funded shelters has 
increased by 44 percent.
As a result of the fear and stigma associated with domestic violence and 
sexual assault, many victims fail to seek needed medical care and counseling 
for their emotional trauma. In order to fully recover from domestic 
violence and sexual assault crimes, it is necessary for victims to discuss 
thoughts and feelings with someone who is trained to address these issues. 
Domestic violence/sexual assault counselors provide this assistance. The 
relationship that develops between a victim and counselor is fragile and 
requires trust.
Need for Legislation
Current Alaskan law discourages some victims from coming forward by 
allowing the court system to subpoena records that disclose all information, 
given in trust, between a sexual assault counselor and victim. At the request 
of the Alaska Network on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault, I have 
introduced CS SS HB 156 (Judiciary) to make changes to the state laws and 
establish a general rule that communications between a domestic violence or 
sexual assault victim and a domestic violence or sexual assault counselor are 
privileged and confidential. The bill allows for exceptions to the privileged 
communication rule in certain instances, for example, such as cases of child 
abuse or neglect or if the victim is deceased.
CS SS HB 156 (Judiciary) is necessary to encourage and protect the trust 
relationship between victim and counselor. Victims of domestic violence and 
sexual assault should be allowed to choose if and when deeply personal 
information is to become a matter of public record. CS SS HB 156 (Judiciary) 
would provide confidentiality for these highly personal, private and 
confidential communications.

SPONSOR STATEMENT



CS SS HI3156 (Judiciary) would provide that the communications between a 
victim of domestic violence and/or sexual assault and a domestic 
violence/sexual assault counselor are privileged and may not be disclosed in 
a civil, criminal, legislative or administrative proceeding without the 
appropriate consent of the victim.
CS SS HB 156 (Judiciary) would extend to all victims of domestic violence and 
sexual assault a testimonial privilege encompassing the contents of 
communication with a domestic violence or sexual assault counselor and to 
render immune from discovery or legal process the records of the 
communications maintained by the domestic violence or sexual assault 
program.
CS SS HB 156 (Judiciary) would make amendments to AS 09.25 (Civil 
Evidence) and AS 12.45 (Criminal Trial) each adding a new language to 
provide that confidential communications between a domestic violence or 
sexual assault victim and a counselor are privileged.
CS SS HB 156 (Judiciary) also amends and adds new sections to AS 25.35 
(Domestic Violence) to establish a general prohibition, with certain 
exceptions, regarding compulsory disclosure of confidential communications 
between domestic violence and sexual assault victims and their counselors.
Exceptions to this general standard of privileged communications include 
cases involving:

1) reports of child abuse or neglect;
2) evidence that the victim is about to commit a crime;
3) a proceeding where the victim is deceased;
4) a communication relevant to an issue of breach by the victim or 

victim counselor of a duty arising out of the victim-counselor 
relationship;

5) a communication that is determined to be admissible hearsay as an 
excited utterance under the Alaska Rules of Evidence;

6) a children-in-need-of-aid proceeding under AS 47.10;

Sponsor Statement
CS SS HB 156 (Judiciary)
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7) a communication made during the victim-counselor relationship if 
the services of the counselor were sought, obtained, or used to enable 
anyone to commit or plan a crime; or

8) a criminal proceeding concerning criminal charges against a victim of 
domestic violence or sexual assault where the victim is charged with a 
crime under AS 11.4 1 against a minor.

Further, the legislation provides that the location of a safe house of the 
identity of a domestic violence counselor may not be disclosed in a civil, 
criminal, legislative or administrative proceeding unless the court or hearing 
officer determines that the information is necessary and relevant to the facts 
of the case.
Discussion
Confidentiality for victims working with domestic violence and sexual 
assault counselors and shelters serves both the needs of victims and the needs 
of society to help reduce the damage done by domestic violence and sexual 
assault crimes.

— As a result of the fear and stigma associated with domestic violence and 
sexual assault, many victims fail to seek needed medical care and 
counseling for the emotional injuries resulting from the crime.

— Without adequate psychological support, many of these victims fail to 
report the crime and cooperate with the criminal justice system.

— Domestic violence and sexual assault counselors are specifically trained 
to help victims recover from an assault; skills and techniques employed 
by counselors are designed to encourage the victim to discuss the 
emotional aftermath of an assault and thereby normalize the life of the 
victim.

— Full recovery from an assault requires that victims discuss thoughts and 
feelings that a victim is unlikely to discuss without the assurance of 
confidentiality, and this confidentiality should be accorded to all assault 
victims who desire services whether or not they are able to afford the 
services of private psychiatrists and psychologists.

Sponsor Statement
CS SS HB 156 (Judiciary)
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— These victims hesitate to turn to friends and family because of the social 
stigma attached to domestic violence and sexual assault.

Questions and Answers
• Why is legislation needed?

Because of the stigma and fear involved in sexual assault anc domestic 
violence, victims simply will not talk to anyone if they think that their 
confidentiality will not be respected.
In one case in Pennsylvania, when a rape crisis program was forced to turn 
over counseling records in a rape trial. The numbers of callers to that center's 
hotline who would even identify themselves on the phone decreased by over 
l/3rd. That resulted in the Pennsylvania legislature passing a privilege 
statute in its next session. We shouldn’t wait for that to happen here.
In Alaska's small communities this protection is essential. By offering 
confidential services these programs have been able to increase the numbers 
of victims who prosecute which has provided a great benefit to society in 
terms of convicting known offenders.

• Aren't these records already protected?
Currently records are protected only through state regulation and to some 
extent because of federal funding requirements. Neither of these have the 
same force that a statutory change will provide.

• What if the victim wants to release this information? Does this 
mean she can't do it?

In Alaska privilege belongs to the client. So if the victim wants to release her 
records to anyone, she can do that. The point of this bill is to ensure that 
victims can have some control over this issue.
In developing this legislation, I have worked very closely with the Alaska 
Council on Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault, the Department of Public 
Safety and the Alaska Network on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault.

Sponsor Statement
CS SS HB 156 (Judiciary)
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4/3/92 Rcp.Kay Brown

S e c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s

S e n  C S  f o r  C S  f o r  S S  H B  1 5 6  ( H E S )
Confidentiality Regarding Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault

Section 1
Amends AS 09.25 (Code of Civil Procedure) adding a new section to provide 
that confidential communications betv/een a domestic violence or sexual 
assault victim and a counselor are privileged.
Section 2
Amends AS 12.45 (Code of Criminal Procedure) adding a new section to 
provide that confidential communications between a domestic violence or 
sexual assault victim and a counselor are privileged.
Section 3
Amends AS 25.35 to provide that communications between a domestic 
violence or sexual assault counselor and a domestic violence and sexual 
assault victim are privileged. Compulsory disclosure of these 
communications is generally prohibited, with certain exceptions, and may not 
be disclosed in a civil, criminal, legislative or administrative proceeding 
without the "appropriate consent" of the victim or the victim's parent, legal 
guardian, or guardian ad litem. Provision is made to allow a minor the 
opportunity to knowingly waive the confidentiality privilege established 
under this section if a court determines that the minor is capable of 
knowingly waiving the privilege. This section provides for exceptions to the 
general rule of confidentiality in certain instances, including among others, 
cases involving child abuse or neglect under AS 47.17 or if the victim is 
deceased.
This section also provides that the location of a safe house or the identity of a 
domestic violence counselor may not be disclosed in a civil, criminal, 
legislative or administrative proceeding unless the court or hearing officer 
determines that the information is necessary and relevant to the facts of the 
case.

S E CTIONAL
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TO: Senator Rick Halford

PROM: Senator A1 Adams ^

RE: Amendment to House Bill 156

DATE: May 2, 1992

Attached is an amendment I would like considered to House Bill 156 in 
committee today. ;;

My first comment is that I am in support of this legislation and can find 
value in maintaining a certain level of confidentiality in the 
communications between victim of domestic violence/sexual assault and 
their counselors.

The amendment adds an exception to the privileges granted in this bill.
The exception brings the privilege granted to counselors of domestic 
violence victims closer in line with the privilege granted to physicians and 
psychotherapists. Attached is Evidence Rule 504 from the Alaska Rules of 
Court and the accompanying commentary on the rule. Please refer to 
exception (d) (1) for the exception on "Condition an Element of Claim or 
Defense". The concept here parallels with the proposed amendment.

I cannot find justification for the grant of a privilege to counselors of 
domestic violence/sexual assault that is broader than the privilege granted 
to psychotherapists. Sufficient possibility exists for circumstances in 
which this information would be critical and suppression could well lead to 
untoward and unbalanced decisions. I believe the Department of Law can 
articulate its concerns before the committee today and I urge your 
consideration.

Alaska i>tate Hegialature
S e n a t o r  A 1  A d a m s

Official Business



Amendment to Senate HES CS for CS for Sponsor Substitute for House Bill 
1 5 6

Page 3, line 9 insert:
"(3) a communication relevant to the physical, mental, or emotional 

condition of the victim in a proceeding where the condition of the victim is 
an element of a claim or defense of

(A) the victim;
(B) a party claiming through or under the victim;
(C) a person claiming as a beneficiary of the victim through a

contract to which the victim is or was a party;"

Renumber accordingly.



R u l e  5 0 3 A L A S K A  R U L E S  O F  C O U R T

Annotations
Cues

Defendant was a “client" within the meaningof Lite attorney-client 
privilege when she communicated with an employee of a law Cnn in 
order to obtain legal advice, notwithstanding that the law finn had not 
yet accepted her case and that only raw facts, not legal points, were 
discussed. Amtr. NaL Wf termattress Corp. v. Manvllle, Op. No. 2477, 
642 P2d 1330 (AJaska 1982).

In drank driving prosecution in which the defendant had an inde­
pendent blood test performed, by hospital personnel at his request to 
verify the accuracy of the police intorimeter examination, admission 
of expert testimony regarding the blood test did not violate the attor- 
ney-die' . privilege, since r.o lawyer participated in defendant's deci­
sion to take the blood test, nor did it violate the physician-patient 
privilege, since the physician-patient privilege does not apply in crim­
inal cases. Russel v. Municipality of Anchorage, Op. No. 514,706 P2d 
687 (Alaska App. 1985).

Statements made by an insured to an insurer are not protected by 
the attomey-client privilege unless it can be shown that the insurer, in 
receiving such communications, was acting at the express direction of 
counsel for the insured. Langdon v. Champion, Op. No. 3291,752 P2d 
999 (Alaska 1988).

While the attomey-client privilege protects communications re­
garding acts which the client may have committed prior to seeking 
representation, it will not protect communications which pertain to 
ongoing or future wrongdoing. Munn v. Bristol Bay Housing Author­
ity, Op. No. 3458,777 P2d 188 (Alaska 1989).

An attorney fora party is no more entitled to withhold information 
than any other potential witness, and may be required to testify at a 
deposition or trial as to material, nonpriviieged matters. Munn v. 
Bristol Bay Housing Authority, Op. No. 3458, 777 P2d 188 (A’iska 
1989).

Plain tiff would be entitled to depose defendant's attorney if plain­
tiff could present a prima facie case that defendants consulted the 
attorney for the purpose of interfering with plaintiff’s employment 
relationship, since such conduct comes within the crivil fraud exception 
to the attomey-client privilege; accordingly, trial court erred in quash­
ing plaintiff’s notice and subpoena for the taking of the deposition 
without considering whether he had made a prima facie showing that 
the information sought was not protected by the attomey-client p iivi- 
lege. Munn v. Bristol Bay Housing Authority, Op. No. 3458,777 P2d 
188 (Alaska 1989).

Services sought by a client from an attorney in aid of any crime or 
a bad faith breach of a duty are not protected by the attomey-client 
privilege. Central Const. Co. v. Home Indem. Co, Op. No. 3606,794 
P2d 595 (Alaska 1990).

Before engaging in an in camera review to determine the applica­
bility of the “crime of fraud" exception to the attomey-ciient privilege, 
the judge should require a showing of a factual basis adequate to 
support a good faith belief by reasonable person that in camera review 
of the materials may review evidence to establish the claim that the 
crime-fraud exception applies. Central Const. Co. v. Horn c Ind cm. Co, 
Op. No. 3606,794 P2d 595 (Alaska 1990).

In action by tort claim obligee against insurance company for bad 
faith inaction by the insurance company as surety on performance and 
payment bonds, trial court erred in denying the obligee discovery of 
the existence and amount of any loss reserve the insurance company 
may have established regarding the claims; the existence and amount 
of a loss reserve is not a protected conlidentiai communication made 
for the purpose of facilitating the rendition of professional legal 
services nor is it prepared in anticipation of litigation. Loyal Order of 
Mosse r. Intern, fidelity, Op. No. 3626,797 P2d 622 (Alaska 1990).

R u l e  5 0 4 .  Physician and Psychotherapist- 
Patient Privilege.

(a ) DeGnitions. As used in this rule:
(1 ) A patient is a person who consults o r is exam­

ined o r interviewed by a physician o r psychotherapist.

(2 ) A  physician is a person authorized to practice 
medicine in any state o r nation, o r reasonably believed 
by the patient so to be.

(3 ) A  psychotherapist is (A ) a person authorized 
to practice medicine in any state o r nau'on, or reason­
ably believed by the patient so to be, while engaged in 
the diagnosis o r treatment o f a mental o r emotional 
condition, including alcohol o r drug addiction, or (B) 
a person licensed or certiGed as a psychologist or 
psychological examiner under the laws o f any slate or 
nation o r reasonably believed by the patient to so be, 
while similarly engaged.

(4 ) A  communication is confidential if not in­
tended to be disclosed to third persons other than 
those present to further the interest o f the patient in 
the consultation, examination, o r interview, o r persons 
reasonably necessary fo r the transmission o f the com­
munication, or persons who are participating in the 
diagnosis and treatment under the direction o f the 
physician or psychotherapist, including members of 
the patient’s family.

(b ) General Rule o f Privilege. A  patient has a priv­
ilege to refuse to disclose and to prevent any other 
person from disclosing confidential communications 
made for the purpose o f diagnosis or treatment o f his 
physical, mental or emotional conditions, including 
alcohol o r drug addiction, among himself, his physician 
or psychotherapist, or persons who are participating in 
the diagnosis or treatment under the direction o f the 
physician o r psychotherapist, including members of 
the patient’s family.

(c) Who May Claim the Privilege. The privilege 
may be claimed by the patient, by his guardian, guard­
ian ad litem or conservator, or by the personal repre­
sentative o f a deceased patient The person who was 
the physician o r psychotherapist at the time o f the 
communication is presumed to have authority to claim 
the privilege but only on behalf o f the patient

(d ) Exceptions. There is no privilege under this 
rule: ’

(1) Condition ah Element of Claim or Defense As 
to communications relevant to the physical, mental op 
emotional condition o f the patient in any proceeding 
in which the condition o f the patient is an element of 
the claim o r defense o f the patient, o f any party claim­
ing through or under the patient, o f any person raising' 
the patient’s condition as an'elcment o f his own cas£ 
o r o f any person claiming as a beneficiary o f the patient 
through a contract to which the patient is o r was ^ 
party; o r after the patient’s death, in any proceeding^ 
which any party puts the condition in issue.

(2 ) Crime or Fraud. I f  the services o f the physician 
o r psychotherapist were sought, obtained or used tocnableoraidanyonetocommitorplanacrimeorfraud
or to escape detection or apprehension after the com­
mission o f a crime o r a fraud.
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(3) Breach o f  Duty Arising Out o f  Physician-Patient 
Relationship. A s to a com m unication re levan t to an 
jjsue o f breach, by the physician, o r by the psychother­
apist, or by the patien t, o f a du ty  ar is ing  ou t o f the 
physician-patient o r psychotherapist-patient re la tion ­
ship.

(4) Proceedings fo r  Hospitalization. F o r com m uni­
cations re levan t to an issue in proceed ings to hosp ita l­
ize the patient for physical, m en ta l or em otional illness, 
if the physician o r psychotherapist, in the course o f

| d'sgnosu o r treatm ent, ha sde te rm ined  th a tth c  patient 
is m need o f  hosp ita lization .

(5) Required Report. A s to in form ation that tire 
physician o r psychotherapist or the pa tien t is requ ired  
to report to a pub lic  employee, o r as to in form ation

. required to be recorded in a pub lic  o ffice , i f  such report 
or record is open to pub lic  inspection , o r as to in fo r­
mation or m atters conta ined in o r reasonab ly ra ised by 
a report subm itted under AS 08.64.336, o ther than 

1 information that w ou ld  estab lish  the id en tity  o f a pa­
tient, un less the court finds that it is necessary to adm it 
the iden tify ing in fo rm ation in o rder to serve the in te r­
ests o f justice .

g-: (6) Examination by Order o f  Judge. A s  to commu- 
& nications made in the course o f an exam ination or- 

dered by the court o f the physical, m en ta l o r emotional 
J l condition o f the patient, w ith  respect to the pa rticu la r 

purpose fo r which the exam ination is o rdered un less 
f. the judge orders o therw ise. Th is exception does not 
? apply where the exam ination is by o rder o f  the court 

f  upon the request o f the law yer fo r the de fendan t in a 
criminal proceeding in o rde r to p rovide the lawyer w ith  

|  information needed so that he may advise the defen- 
£  dant whether to en ter a p lea based on in san ity  o r to 
| present a defense based on h is m enta l o r emotional
i* condition.»

i (7) Criminal Proceeding. F o r physician-patient 
. i  communications in  a cr im ina l proceed ing. T h is excep- 

tion does no t apply to the psychotherapist-patient priv- 
| flege.
| (Added by SCO 364 effec tive A ugust 1,1979; am ended 
| by SCO 850 effective January 15,1988)

Jj. Annotations

£ The slate enactment of the child abuse reporting statute did nol 
a ibrogate the psychotherapist/patient privilege in child abuse cases. 
J  SUlev. R.F., Op. No. 375,683 P2d 269 (Alaska App. 1984).
'  t Child jbuse reports are not open to the public and therefore are 
‘ potwithir. the exception to the psychothcrapist/patient privilege for 

“tfortnalio i required to be recorded in a public office and open to 
• P«Mic imp, ction. Stale t. R.1L, Op. No. 375,683 P2d 269 (Alaska App.

Where court-ordered psychiatric examination of defendant dearly 
P'rtained to a child protection proceeding, the exception to the psy- 
wolherapist/patient privilege for certain court-ordered examination 
“d not apply to testimony before a grand jury investigating a criminal 
•-urse against defendant, since preparing evidence for the grand jury

was not the purpose for which the psychiairic examination was ordered. 
Slate v. RJI, Op. No. 375,683 r2d 269 (Alaska App. 1984).

In drunk driving prosecution in which the defendant had an inde­
pendent blood test pei.ormed by hospital personnel at his request to 
verify the accuracy of the police intoximcler examination, admission 
of expert testimony regarding the blood test did not violate tile' attor- 
ncy-elient privilege, since no lawyer participated in defendant’s deci­
sion to the take the blooj test, nor did it violate the physician-patient 
privilege, since Uie physician-patient privilege does not apply in crim­
inal cases. Russell r. Municipality of Anchorage, Op. No. 514,7061 id 
687 (Alaska App. 1985).

Defense co unselin apersonal injury action mayengage in informal 
ex parte interviews with a plaintiff's treating physician, but the physi­
cian cannot be compelled to submit to such interviews. Langdon v. 
Champion, Op. No. 3249,745 P2d 1371 (Alaska 1987).

The psychotherapist-patient privilege is waived unless someone 
acts at trial to exercise the privilege. Clifton r. Slate, Op. No. 826,758 
P2d 1279 (Alaska App. 1988).

R u l e  5 0 5 .  Husband-W ife P riv ileges .
(a) Spousa l Im m un ity .
(1) General Rule. A  husband sha ll not be exam ined 

fo r o r against h is w ife, w ithout his consent, no r a w ife 
fo r o r against her husband, w ithout her consent.

(2) Exceptions. There is no p riv ilege under th is 
subd iv is ion :

(A) In  a c iv il proceeding brought by or on beha lf 
o f one spouse against the other spouse; or

(B) In  a proceeding to comm it o r otherw ise place 
h is spouse, the property o f his spouse o r bo th the 
spouse and the property o f the spouse under the con­
tro l o f ano ther because o f the aJeged mental o r phys­
ica l cond ition o f the spouse; or

(C) In  a proceed ing brought by  o r on beha lf o f a 
spouse to estab lish  h is competence; o r

(D) In  a proceeding in which one spouse is charged 
w ith:

(i) A  crim e against the person o r the property o f 
the o ther spouse o r o f a ch ild  o f e ither, whether such 
crim e was com m itted before o r du ring marriage.

(ii) Bigamy, incest, adu ltery , pimping, o r p rostitu ­
tion.

(iii) A  crim e re la ted  to abandonment o f a ch ild  o r 
nonsupport o f a spouse o r ch ild .

(iv) A  crim e p r io r to the marriage.
(E) In  a proceeding invo lv ing custody o f a ch ild .
(F) E v idence derived from  or re la ted  to a business 

re la tionsh ip  invo lv ing the spouses.
(b) C on fiden tia l M a r ita l Communications.
(1) General R ule  N e ither du ring the marriage nor 

afte rw ards sha ll e ither spouse be exam ined as to any 
con fiden tia l communications made by one spouse to 
the o the r du rin g  the marriage, w ithout the consent o f 
the o ther spouse.
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^ p  o f c lien ts w ith a common in terest who re ta in  d iffe ren t
lawyers. See subd iv is ion  (b) (3) o f th is ru le  supra.

R u l e  5 0 4 .  Phys ic ian  and
Psychotherap ist- I’a lic i i t  P riv ilege .

(a) D e fin itio n s. (1) ‘‘Pa tien t" means a person who 
consu lts a physician fo r d ie  purpose o f diagnosis or 
treatm ent.

There seem s to be lit t le  reason to perpetuate the 
d is tinc tion  made betw een coasu lta tion s fo r the pur­
pose o f d iagnosis and con su lta tioas fo r the purpose o f 
tre a tm en t P e rson sdono to rd in a rilycon su ltp h ys ic ian s 
from  id le  cu rio s ity . They may be sent by d ie ir  attorney 
to ob ta in  a diagnosis in con tem p lation o f some legal 
p roceed ing —  in which case the attorney-client p riv i­
lege w ill a ffo rd  p ro tection . They may subm it to an 
exam ination fo r ia su rance purposes —  in which case 
d ie  in surance con trac t w ill contain appropriate waiver 
provisions. They may seek d iagnosis from  one physi­
c ian to check the d iagnosis m ade by another. They may 
seek diagnosis from  one physician in contem p lation o f 
seek ing trea tm en t from  another. Com m unications 
made un de r such c ircum stances are as deserv ing o f 
p ro tection as are com m un ica tions made to a treating 
physician . See Ca l. E v id . Code § 991 (V/est 1966).

The de fin itio n  o f “pa tien t” does no t in c lude a per­
son subm itting  to exam ination fo r sc ien tific  purposes.

(2) The de fin itio n  o f  “physician” is extended to 
in c lude not on ly  a licensed physician, bu t a person who 
the pa tien t has reasonab le grounds to be lieve  is a 
physician, a psychotherap ist o r psycholog ist. The pa­
tien t shou ld  be p ro tected from  reasonab le m istakes as 
to un licensed p rac titio ners. T he bu rden  is p laced on 
the pa tien t to sa tis fy  the court tha t he in  fact had 
reasonab le grounds to be lie ve  that the person he made 
the com m unica tion to  o r d isc losed in fo rm ation  to was 
a physician be fo re  the p a tien t can invoke the priv ilege .

The p riv ilege a lso  shou ld  be app licab le  to com m u­
n ications m ade to a physic ian au tho rized  to practice in 
any sta te o r na tion . W hen an A laska re siden t trave ls 
ou ts id e  the sta te and has occasion to  v is it a physician 
du ring such trave l, o r  when a physician from  another 
sta te o r na tion  partic ipa tes in  the trea tm en t o f a person 
in A laska , the pa tien t shou ld  be en tit le d  to assume that 
h is com m un ica tions w ill b e  given as m uch protection 
as they w ou id  be  i f  he consu lted  an A la ska  physician in 
A laska . A  p a tien tsho u ld  no t be forced to in qu ire  about 
the ju r isd ic t io n s  w here  the physician is  au tho rized to 
practice m ed ic ine and w he ther such ju r isd ic t io n s  rec­
ogn ize the physician-patient p riv ilege be fo re he may 
sa fe ly  com m un ica te w ith  the physician.

(3) The de fin itio n  o f psychotherap ist embraces a 
m ed ica l do cto r w h ile  engaged in the diagnosis o r trea t­
ment o f m en ta l o r em o tiona l cond itions, inc lud in g 
alcohol and d rug  add ic tio n , in o rde r no t to exclude the 
genera l p rac tit io ner and to  avo id the m aking o f need­

less re fined d istinctions concern ing what is and what ij 
not the practice o f psychiatry.

M ed ica l doctors arc genera lly  covered under the 
de fin ition  in (2) above. W hen treating m en ta l o r enjo* 
tional conditions, m ed ica l doctors are in c luded under 
the de fin ition  o f “psychotherapist" for purposes o f the 
crim ina l proceed ing exception. See subd iv is ion  (d) (7) 
infra.

A  psyehothcrapist-paticnt p riv ilege was recognized
Allredv. State, 554 P.2d 411 (A laska 1976), although 

the supreme court d iv ided on the source o f the privi­
lege and its scope. Since the court has power under the 
A laska Constitu tion to crea te testim on ia l privileges, 
the source o f power to crea te R u le  504 is beyond 
question . D efin ing the proper scope presents greater 
d ifficu lty , however. W hile it is im possib le to fashion a 
perfect ru le because we w ill never know  exactly liow '• 
much o f a re tu rn  we get from  a p riv ilege ’—  e.g., how* 
much be tte r is psychiatric care because o f the privilege 
—  and because we cannot be certa in  o f e ither the' 
op tim a l re turn o r the marginal re turn  fo r any expan­
sion o f a priv ilege , it is bo th necessary and practicable 
to estab lish  a scope that appears to be as consistent as’ 
possib le w ith the aim s o f the priv ilege .

Because the psychotherapist-patient p riv ilege is de­
signed to encourage those w ith  m enta l o r emotional 
problem s to seek help, R u le  504(a) (3) provides that 
the p riv ilege w ill attach if  a pa tien t sees someone 
reasonably be lieved by the pa tien t to be licensed to 
practice medic ine. G iven the facts tha t A llre d  asked to 
see e ith e r one o f two persons and that he apparently 
knew  that one o f them  was a psych iatrist, it is probable 
that he be lieved that the person w ith  whom  he spoke 
was a lso licensed to practice m ed ic ine . I f  A llre d  was 
asking for psych iatric help , h is com m unications woo’d 
have been protected un de r the view s o f a ll m embers of 
the court. In  fact R u le  504 (a) (3) sa tis fie s bo th the 
concerns o f the two members o f the court who wished 
to prevent the p riv ilege from  attach ing to a ll counsel­
ing and the two members o f the co u rt who w ished to 
ensure that d ie  pa tien t who re lie s upon an apparent 
con fiden tia l re la tionsh ip  is not d isappo in ted . More-) 
over, the socia l w o rke r m ight have q u a lif ie d  under 
R u le  504 (a) (4) as a person reasonab ly  necessary for5 
the transm ission o f  in fo rm ation , depending on the 
precise facts, w ith ou t threaten ing the competing inter*, 
est id en tif ie d  in  the va riou s op in ions in Allred  ' 5

» ' fj|
Because th is ru le  focuses on the reasonab le be lie f 

o f the patien t, i t  assumes th roughout that the patient 
is  capab le o f m ak ing the necessary choices to create 
and destroy the p riv ilege . T he question  w hether there 
are instances in which fa irness requ ires a recognition 
o f  a righ t in the psychotherapist to c la im  the priv ilege 
fo r a pa tien t who is not in c lin ed to seek the benefits o f 
non-disclosure is le ft fo r ad jud ica tion . See Allred v.. 
State, 554 P.2d 411, 428 (A laska 1976) (D im ond, J., 
concurring). •
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n il’. (4) C on fid en tia l com m un ica tion  is de fin ed  in
• terms conform able w itli tiiose o f the lawycr-clicn l priv- 
A ilegc, R u le  503 (a) (5), w ith  changes appropriate to the 
A d ifference in circum stance. See Reporter's Comment 
 ̂to R u le  503 (a) (5). In  add ition , R u le  504(a) (4) treats 

£ as con fiden tia l com m unications m ade to d ie physician 
•j or psychotherapist in the presence o f those “who arc 
v participating in the diagnosis and treatm ent under the

d irection o f the physician o r psychotherapist, inc lud ing 
-■ members o f the pa tien t’s fam ily ."  "Communications 
8 from members o f the fam ily . . . shou ld be given 
/! broad protection . . . .  because effec tive treatment 

presupposes fam ily partic ipa tion .” 2 W ein ste in ’s Evi- 
? dence § 504[05], See Falcon v. Alaska Public Offices 
•? Commission, 570 P.2d 469 (A laska 1977).
m v Partic ipan ts in group therapy programs m the pres- 
Vence o f a psychotherapist may be covered under the 
A 'definition o f "con fiden tia l com m unica tion ." Sec Cross, 
y  Privileged Communications Between Participants in
• ‘GroupPsychotherapy, 1970 L . &  Soc. O rder 191.
j)-- (b) and (c) Genera l R u le  o f P riv ile ge —  W ho M ay 
/ 'Claim the P riv ilege . The phrasing o f the genera l ru le  
'(if o f p riv ilege and the de te rm ina tion  o f  those who may
V claim  it draws heavily upon the attomey-client privi- 
i. lege ru le . See R u le  503(b) & (c). R u le  504 supersedes 
'(..the physician-patient p r iv ile ge  o f R u le  43(h) (4),

.A laska R u le s o f C iv il P rocedure . F o r a re la ted provi- 
.sion, see AS  08.86.200 (con fiden tia l communications 

$ to psychologists).■gib •
(d) Exceptions. (1) Condition or Element o f  Claim 

:? or Defense. 'Ih epa ticn t- litigan t exception provides th a t 
>• the physician-patient p riv ilege does not ex ist in any?
] "proceeding in which an issue concern ing d ie  condition 
>•; o f the pa tien t has been tendered by the patient.- lf the ,I 
-V patient h im se lf tenders tLe issue o f h is condition , he' 
I's h o u ld  no t be ab le to w ithho ld  re levan t ev idence from  
A  .the opposing party by  the exercise o f the physician-pa- 
£ t ie n tp r iv ile g e . By in jec ting  h is cond ition  in to litiga tion ,
A; .the pa tien t m ust be sa id to w aive the p riv ilege , in 
■| fairness and to avo id abuses. See Mathis v. KBderbrand,
V 416 P.2d 8 (A laska 1966); Trans-World Investments v.
; i Drobrty, 554P.2dll48 (A laskal976).Thosewhocla im  
j: .through the patien t stand in the pa tien t’s shoes fo r

purposes o f  th is R u le . A fte r  the pa tien t’s death , the 
j  policies o f  con fid en tia lity  g ive way to a party’s need for 

in form ation and any party  may place the condition o f 
/ a deceased patient in issue and obta in the benefits o f 

the excep tio n . O n ly  in fo rm a tio n  re le va n t to the 
patient’s condition shou ld  be d isc lo sed under th is ex­
ception. See Arctic Motor Freight Inc. v. Stover, 571 P.2d 
1006 (A laska 1977).

(2) Crime or Fraud. The crim e o r fraud exception 
corresponds to, bu t is b roade r than, the s im ila r p rov i­
sion un de r attomey-client priv ilege . See R u le  503(d) 
(1) and Reporter's Comment.

(3) Breach o f  Duty Arising Out o f  Physician-Patient 
Relationship. The breach o f du ty  exception a lso  co rre­

sponds to  a s im ila r attorncy-clicnt privilege provision. 
See R u le  503(d) (3) and Reporter’s Comment.

(4) Proceedir_ for Hospitalization. The interests o f 
both pa tien t and pub lic  ca ll for a departure from  con­
fid en tia lity  in comm itment proceedings. Since d isc lo ­
sure is au tho rized  on ly when the physician o r  psycho­
therap ist determ ines that hosp ita lization is needed, 
contro l o ve r d isc losure is p laced le .ge ly  in the hands o f 
a person in  whom the patient has a lready m anifested 
confidence. Hence damage to the re la tionsh ip  is un­
like ly . U sua lly , tills  exception w ill rise in psychoihcra- 
pist-patient situations. Court-ordered appointments 
are trea ted  in subd iv is ion (d) (6) infra.

(5) Required Report. The requ ired report exception 
enables a physician or psychotherapist to testify as to 
the con ten ts o f reports requ ired by sta tu te o r adm in is­
tra tive ru le  to be made to pub lic o ffic ia ls . No va lid  
purpose is served by preventing the use o f  re levant 
in fo rm ation when the law  or ru le  requ ir ing  the in fo r­
mation to  be reported to a pub lic  o ffice does not 
re str ic t d isc lo sure .

(6) Examination by Order o f  Judge. In  a court o r­
dered exam ination , the re lationsh ip is lik e ly  to be an " 
arm's leng th  one, though not necessarily so . In  any 
event, an exception is necessary fo r the e ffec tive  u t i l i­
za tion  o f  th is  im portant and grow ing procedure . W hen 
the psychotherap ist is appointed by the court, i t  is most 
o ften fo r the purpose o f having the psychotherapist 
testify concern ing h is conclusions as to the pa tien t’s 
condition . I t  w ou ld be inappropriate to  have the p riv­
ilege app ly in  th is s itua tion . The exception, it  w ill be 
observed , dea ls w ith  a court o rdered exam ination 
ra ther than w ith  a court appointed physician o r psycho­
therap ist. A lso , the exception is effec tive on ly  w ith  
respect to  the pa rticu la r purpose fo r which d ie  exam i­
nation is o rdered . The fin a l sentence o f the exception 
provides tha t an accused in a crim ina l case m ay have 
the bene fits  o f  private counseling w ith  a psychothera­
pist. O f course , i f  the accused does place m en ta l con­
d ition in  issue , exception (1) w ill govern.

(7) Criminal Proceeding. U nde r the superseded 
A laska R u le s  o f C ourt concerning p riv ileges (R u le 
43(h), A la ska  R . C iv. P., and R u le  26(b), A laska  R . 
Crim . P.), a physician-patient priv ilege was recogn ized 
in c iv il cases (Choi R u le  43 (h) (4)), b u t not in crim ina l 
cases. T h is d istinc tion is fo llow ed here. However, the 
psychotherapist-patient relations! w ith  its  more 
com pelling need fo r con fiden tia l communication , de­
mands tha t the p riv ilege apply to crim ina l proceedings 
as w e ll as c iv il cases, see Schade v. State, 512 P.2a 907, 
(A laska 1973), although exception (6) w ill govern some 
aspects o f the use o f psychotherapists in cr im ina l cases. 
R u le  13, A laska R . C h ild ren ’s P., governs ju ven ile  
proceedings.
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B i l l  No: CSSSHB 156 (JUD) Di^te: M a r c h  5, 1 9 9 2
C o n t a c t :  J o a n n e  F. L o p e z

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  
4 6 5 - 4 3 5 6

T i t l e :  " A n  a c t  p r o v i d i n g  t h a t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  a
d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  o r  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  v i c t i m  a n d  a

d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  o r  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  c o u n s e l o r  a r e

p r i v i l e g e d  ... "

T h e  C o u n c i l  o n  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  a n d  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  s u p p o r t s  

C S S S H B  1 5 6  (JUD) w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  a 

v i c t i m  a n d  a d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  o r  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  c o u n s e l o r  a r e  

p r i v i l e g e d .

C o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  is e s s e n t i a l  t o  a s s u r e  v i c t i m  s a f e t y .  T h e
C o u n c i l  o n  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  a n d  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  r e q u i r e s  t h a t
C o u n c i l - f u n d e d  p r o g r a m s  a s s u r e  t h a t  c o n f i d e n t i a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
a r e  k e p t  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  p r o g r a m s  w i l l  n o t  p r o v i d e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  a n y o n e  o u t s i d e  t h e i r  a g e n c y  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s e n t  

o f  t h e  v i c t i m .

P r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e s e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  is a v a i l a b l e  i n  20 s t a t e s  
f o r  v i c t i m s  o f  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  a n d  i n  24 s t a t e s  f o r  c o u n s e l i n g  of 

d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  v i c t i m s .  F i v e  o t h e r  s t a t e s  h a v e  c o v e r e d  a l l  
v i c t i m  c o u n s e l i n g  a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  T a s k  F o r c e  

o n  V i c t i m s  o f  C r i m e ,

V i c t i m s  o f t e n  s p e a k  t o  t h e i r  c o u n s e l o r s  a b o u t  t h e i r  f e a r s  a n d  

f e e l i n g s  a r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e  c r i m e ,  a n d  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  
r e v e a l i n g  s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  in a c o n f i d e n t i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T o  
b e t r a y  t h a t  t r u s t  w o u l d  u n d e r m i n e  t h e  c l i e n t - c o u n s e l o r  r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p .  V i c t i m s  w h o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e i r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  m a y  b e  

s u b j e c t  t o  d i s c l o s u r e  m a y  a v o i d  c o u n s e l i n g  a l t o g e t h e r .

S o m e  v i c t i m s  c a n  a f f o r d  t o  s e e k  h e l p  f r o m  p r i v a t e  t h e r a p i s t s ,  to 

w h o m  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a r e  p r i v i l e g e d  u n d e r  o t h e r  law s ,  b u t  m a n y  
v i c t i m s  a r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  a f f o r d  s u c h  s e r v i c e s .  C S S S H B  1 5 6  (JUD) 
w o u l d  e x t e n d  t h e  v i c t i m - c o u n s e l o r  p r i v i l e g e  t o  a l l  v i c t i m s ,  

r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e i r  e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s .

V i c t i m  r e p o r t i n g  o f  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  a n d  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  c r i m e s  

a n d  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  

h a s  i n c r e a s e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  in A l a s k a  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  12 y e a r s .  
T h i s  i s  d u e  i n  p a r t  t o  t h e  v i c t i m s '  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e i r  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w o u l d  r e m a i n  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  C l i e n t - c o u n s e l o r  

p r i v i l e g e  s h o u l d  b e  p r o t e c t e d  b y  law.

T h e  C o u n c i l  o n  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  a n d  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  s u p p o r t s  

t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

■C^
A n d y  K l a g & e r , 1 C h a i r
C o u n c i l  o n  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  a n d  

S e x u a l  A s s a u l t



A L A S K A  N E T W O R K

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
S E X U A L  A S S A U L T
130 Seward, N o. 301 •  Juneau, A laska 99801 •  (9 0 7 )5 8 6 -3 6 5 0

AU»n) Wen»n'i A4 In Otit (AWAC);
lot Viom* ot Voxne* (AW); 

Akdtng Wotrwn In AU,»o «nd flux ErnvgA-OM (AWARE): 
AIaaAa WotT»n» Attorn G»mt« (AWRC); ArtK Wonyt * C"l'l (AWiC); 

8»'Wg S*A Wom*A( O'ovo (BSWOI; EtrvnonAV Wonxn < Stxlot;
Kod'AH Wom»n > Raaou'Ca I Ciao C»nitf (KWRCC);

M»n)Uf ■’•gonilWonxAlClil'APipg'Am; 
Tongui Commjnhy Couni*i*g Ctnti.., Aid F«m»y Suooon Cf"(•»; 

SaIa t Foa/.Fim E ■>vitontn*n (SAFE); SiKaiu Ag«lni| Faiti!/Vol*nc» (SAF V);
SrttA/d lit Aoon Covncl (SLAC); SouthwMOm AUikj Coono< 

lot Iht P(»v*niion d Chid SaiuaIAaaauI (SWACPCSA);
South ProVtiulA Womnn'i Sorvcoi (SPWS): 

StAndlng Tog*lh»t Agilnii Ram (STAR); TundfA Womon i CoAllnon (TWC);
UnAUtKAOi Agdrnl SaiuaI AiiauI I Fa rrtfy VkFaac* (USAF V);

VAlty Woonon'i Riiouics C*nl»r (VWRC); 
Wonntn In Cml* Coumoling i Aintltno* (WICCA); 

Wom»n In SaIa Hom*f (WISH): Wonxn'i Rttoum t Cum C»nl*t (WRCC)

N A T I O N A L  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S  S U P P O R T I N G  V I C T I M / C O U N S E L O R  P R I V I L E G E

* P r e s i d e n t ' s  T a s k  F o r c e  on V i c t i m s  of C r i m e  C 1 9 8 2 )

* T he  N a t i o n a l  C e n t e r  o n  W o m e n  & F a m i l y  L a w

* Th e N a t i o n a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n  for V i c t i m  A s s i s t a n c e

* N a t i o n a l  V i c t i m  C e n t e r

* N a t i o n a l  C o a l i t i o n  A g a i n s t  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  

} * N a t i o n a l  C o a l i t i o n  A g a i n s t  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t

* N a t i o n a l  N e t w o r k  f or  V i c t i m s  of S e x u a l  A s s a u l t

* N a t i o n a l  W o m a n  A b u s e  P r e v e n t i o n  P r o j e c t

i



A l a s k a  n e t w o r k  
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
S E X U A L  A S S A U  LT
130 Seward, No. 301 Juneau, Alaska 99801 (907) 586-3650

ADu»»4 Worron't AO In C'».| (AWAIC); 
Ad«e»i#» lof Vom o> V<x»no« |AW); 

A«J.ng Wom»nln .\0vit »no Rad* Em»gnre.,» (AWARE); 
AUiu Womtn'i Rmou'u C«>Ut» (AWRC); Arcie Wom#n n (AWt); 

B«'nf Sal Woman i O/Ovo IBSWO); EmmoAaV Woman i SMtr;
Kco-ik Woman t Ratov'ca i C>»» Caniai (KWRCC); 

Manhtac R agonal Woman i Cntif Program; 
Tongaaa Commjnhy Cou-»ai«g Cam#'; Par»n( AO FamJy SupooK Camar; 

SaIa 1 Feaf.Fiaa Eftvlionmarl (SAFE); Saaani Agaml F truly Voianca ISAF V);
Saward lia Aaon Councl (SIAC); Sovlhwaaitm AlaiHa CounoJ 

Iw Iha Piavamon ol CN>d Saiual Aaiaul (SWACPCSA);
SoiAh PanlnaoU Womani Sarvcaa (SPVKSJ; 

Standing Togathai Agamit Rapa (STAR); Tundi* Womani CoaUion (TWC);
UnalaaAani Agamal Saiual Auaut 1 FamJy Vicaanc* (USAFV);

Valay Womani Ratouica Caniai (VWRC); 
Woman In Crait Couniallng A Ai liiianco (WlCCA); 

Woman In SaIa Homai (WISH); Woman'! Raiouica A Cnil» Caniai (WRCC)

S O M E  S T A T E S  W I T H  V I C T I M / C O U N S E L O R  P R I V I L E G E *

A l a b a m a  

C a l i  f o r n l a  

C o n n e c t  i c u t  

FI  o r  I d a  

N e w  H a m p s h i r e  

1 1 1  i n o  is 

I n d  i a n a  

I o w a  

M a  i n e

M a s s a c h u s e  t t s  

M i n n e s o t a  

N e w  J e r s e y  

N e w  M e x i c o  

N o r t h  D a k o t a  

P e n n s y l v a n  ia 

U t a h

W a s h i n a t o n  

W y o m  i n g

^ P r i m a r i l y  l i m i t e d  t o  v i c t i m s  

v i o l e n c e .  a l t h o u g h  s o m e  s t a t e s  

so, f e d e r a l  s t a t u t e  u n d e r  

- o n f i d e n t i a  1 i t y  o f  v i c t i m  r e c o r d s  f o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e c e i v  

f u n d i n g .  A b o u t  h a l f  o f  A l a s k a ' s  c v / s a  p r o g r a m s  r e c e i v e  Vut:A :un

o f  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  a n d / o r  

i n d u c e  v i c t i m s  o f  a l l  v i o l e n  

t h e  V i c t i m s  o f  C r i m e  A c t

c o n e  s 1 1  c 
t c r i m e s ,  

r e q u i r e s  

i n g  v u c a  
c s .



3/27/92 Rep. Kay Brown

Support for .. .
House Bill 156

C o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  
i n  C a s e s  o f  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  

&  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t

C o u n c i l  o n  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  a n d  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  
A l a s k a  N e t w o r k  o n  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  a n d  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  
A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  L o b b y  ( S t a t e w i d e )
A b u s e d  W o m e n ' s  A i d  i n  C r i s i s  ( A W A I C ) ,  A n c h o r a g e
A d v o c a t e s  f o r  V i c t i m s  o f  V i o l e n c e  ( A W ) ,  V a l d e z
A i d i n g  W o m e n  i n  A b u s e  &  R a p e  E m e r g e n c i e s  ( A W A R E ) ,  J u n e a u
A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  R e s o u r c e  C e n t e r  ( A W R C ) ,  A n c h o r a g e
E m m o n a k  W o m e n ' s  S h e l t e r
A r c t i c  W o m e n  i n  C r i s i s  ( A W I C ) ,  B a r r o w
B e r i n g  S e a  W o m e n ' s  G r o u p  ( B S W G ) ,  N o m e
K o d i a k  W o m a n ' s  R e s o u r c e  &  C r i s i s  C e n t e r  ( K W R C C )
M a n i i l a q  R e g i o n a l  W o m e n ' s  C r i s i s  P r o g r a m ,  K o t z e b u e  
T o n g a s s  C o m m u n i t y  C o u n s e l i n g  C e n t e r ,  J u n e a u  
P a r e n t  A i d  F a m i l y  S u p p o r t  C e n t e r ,  J u n e a u  
S a f e  &  F e a r - F r e e  E n v i r o n m e n t  ( S A F E ) , D i l l i n g h a m  
S i t k a n s  A g a i n s t  F a m i l y  V i o l e n c e  ( S A F V )
S e w a r d  L i f e  A c t i o n  C o u n c i l  ( S L A C )
S o u t h  P e n i n s u l a  W o m e n ' s  S e r v i c e s  ( S P W S ) ,  H o m e r
S t a n d i n g  T o g e t h e r  A g a i n s t  R a p e  ( S T A R ) ,  A n c h o r a g e
T u n d r a  W o m e n ' s  C o a l i t i o n  ( T W C ) ,  B e t h e l
U n a l a s k a n s  A g a i n s t  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  &  F a m i l y  V i o l e n c e ( U S A F V )
V a l l e y  W o m e n ' s  R e s o u r c e  C e n t e r  ( V W R C ) ,  P a l m e r
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R o p .  K a y  B r o w n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s e

D e a r  Kay,

P l e a s e  a c c e p t  t h e s e  c o m m e n t s  i n  s u p p o r t  of H B  15 6 .  D o m e s t i c  

V i o l e n c e  c o u n s e l i n g  o n  a n  o u t p a t i e n t  b a s i s  i s  o n e  of f o u r  
p r o g r a m  s p e c i a l i t i e s  a t  A W R C  a n d  r e p r e s e n t s  o u r  s e c o n d  
l a r g e s t  p r o g r a m  in, t e r m s  o f  a l l o c a t e d  b u d g e t .  W o  h a v e  t h r e e  
d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c o  c o u n s e l o r  a d v o c a t e s  o n  s t a f f  a n d  a n d  evoi—  
g r o w i n g  d e m a n d  f o r  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .

W o  s u p p o r t  H 8  1 5 6 ' s e f f o r t s  t o  e x t e n d  p r o t e c t i o n  to 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  v i c t i m s  a n d  t h e i r  
c o u n s e l o r s .  S u c h  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  t h e  s a m e  
k i n d s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  w h i c h  m i g h t  o c c u r  b o t w o e n  d o c t o r  a n d  
p a t i e n t  o r  b e t w e e n  l a w y e r  a n d  c l i e n t .  B u t  e x p e r i e n c e  h a s  
s h o w n  t h a t  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  
d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e q u i r e  t h e  s e r v i c e s  of a p s y c h i a t r i s t  
o r  a p s y c h o l o g i s t .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  
c o u n s e l o r s  d o  n o t  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  p r o t e c t i o n  w e  a c c o r d ,  
w i t h o u t  d e b a t e ,  t o  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w i t h  a d o c t o r  o r  w i t h  a 
l a w y e r .

W o  h a v e  b o o n  f o r t u n a t e  a t  A W R C  t o  a v o i d  u n f o r t u n a t e  
i n c i d e n t s  o v e r  t h e  s u b j e c t  b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  a l s o  s u b j e c t  to 
f e d e r a l  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  ( a s  a r e s u l t  of o u r  
a l c o h o l i s m  £. s u b s t a n c e  a b u s e  p r o g r a m )  w h i c h  p r o h i b i t  t h e  

r e l e a s e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h o u t  a c o u r t  o r d e r .  W o  u r g e  y o u  
ta s u p p o r t  H B  1 5 6  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  p r o t e c t i o n  i t  p r o v i d e s  
to v i c t i m s  of d o m e s t i c  v i o l o n c B .

S i n c e r e l y ^

. w ' 7 ) l a

T h e d a  P i t t m a n  M a r i o n  B r o w n
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  P r o g r a m  D i r e c t o r C o u n s e l o r  A d v o c a t e



Senator Rick Halford 
Chairman 
Senate Judiciary 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811
Dear Senator Halford:
We would like to request a hearing for HB 156, a bill providing for the 
confidentiality of communications between victims of domestic violence and 
sexual assault and their counselors.
The current committee substitute meets the needs of the Department of Law 
while providing victims with the assurance that they may express themselves 
in confidence when they turn to a rape crisis center or a domestic violence 
shelter for help.
Similar protections have been adopted in many other states in the past few 
years.
We urge you to review the bill and hope that you will support it and schedule 
it for a hearing soon so that passage of this important legislation will be 
possible.
Thank you.
Sincerely,

Sherrie Markin Goll

LETTER OF SUPPORT
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can a f fo rd  p r iv a t e  tre a tm en t b y  th e se  p ro fe s s io n a ls ; 
th ey  do  n o t s h ie ld  th e  v a s t  m a jo r i ty  o f  v ic t im s .

A t le a s t o n e  s ta te  ha s e n a c te d  a s ta tu te  m ak in g  rape 
v ic t im s ' c o m m u n ic a t io n s  to  c o u n s e lo r s  le g a l ly  p r iv i­
leged .*  W h ile  th is  is  a s te p  in th e  r ig h t  d ir e c t io n , w e  
b e lie v e  th a t th e  p r iv i le g e  sh o u ld  en com p a ss  th e  c o u n ­
se lin g  o f  a l l c r im e  v ic t im s . B e ca u se  o f  th e  re sp o n s ib i li­
ty  o f  th e  p ro s e c u to r  to  a f fo rd  d is c o v e r y  to  the d e ­
fendan t, it  is  n o t c o n tem p la te d  th a t th is  c o u n s e lin g  
p r iv i le g e  e x te n d  to  th e  p ro s e c u to r ’s o f f ic e .

ttrj-. --̂■ers

Notes

It was a g reat r e lic f  to 
have someone to talk 
to. who would in no 
way pass onto others 
what /  thought, fe lt, 
or d id  a t that 
confusing tim e.— a 
victim

1. T h e  S ta te  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia  has c o d if ie d  th is  p r iv i ­
le g e  in  42 Pa . C .S .A . § 5945.1, “ C o n fid e n t ia l 
c o m m u n ic a t io n s  to  se x u a l a s sa u lt  c o u n s e lo r s ."
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INTRODUCTION

"We found chat the p e r c e p t i o n  you sh a r e d w h e n  you  gave us o u r  c h a r g e  is 

u n f o r t u n a t e l y  true. Th e  innocent v i c t i m s  of c r i m e  have b e e n  o v e r l o o k e d ,  

their p l e a s  for just i c e  h ave gone u n h e e d e d ,  and their w o u n d s  - p e r s o n a l ,  

e m o t i o n a l  and f i n a n c i a l  - hav e  gone u n a t t e n d e d . "

In a l e t t e r  to P r e s i d e n t  

R o n a l d  R e a g a n  from the 

P r e s i d e n t ' s  T a s k  Force 

on V i c t i m s  of Crime, 1982

e x i s t e d  for g e n e r a t i o n s ,  y e t  it is o n l y  

b e g u n  to r e c e i v e  the a t t e n t i o n  it a e -

C h i e f  W i l l i a m  L. Hart 

C h a i r m a n ,  U.S. A t t o r n e y  

G e n e r a l ' s  T a s k  Force on 

F a m i l y  V i o l e n c e

S o c i e t i e s  and s h e l t e r s  for the p r o t e c t i o n  of a n i m a l s  e x i s t e d  in the U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  b e f o r e  there w a s  l e g i s l a t i o n  to p r o t e c t  c h i l d r e n  who w e r e  a b u s e d . 

W e  h av e  m a d e  p r o g r e s s  s i n c e  then. As a c o u n t r y ,  w e  have d e v e l o p e d  l e g i s l a­

tion and p r o g r a m s  to p r o t e c t  c h i l d r e n  and a d u l t s  w h o  are v i c t i m s  of f a m i l y  

v i o l e n c e .  As a state, A l a s k a  has p r o g r a m s  a nd  p o l i c i e s  that are m o d e l s  for 

the rest of the country. However, m u c h  s t i l l  n e e d s  to be a c c o m p l i s h e d .  

A c c o r d i n g  to d a t a  c o m p i l e d  by the s t a f f  o f  the U.S. Se n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  

C o m m i t t e e ,  t here are three times as m a n y  a n i m a l  s h e l t e r s  in che U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  as there are sh e l t e r s  for b a t t e r e d  w o m e n .

D o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  and s e x u a l  assa u l t cont.inue co be m a j o r  p r o b l e m s  in o u r  

c o u n t r y  and o u r  state. P e o p l e  c o n t i n u e  to be killed, b e a t e n  3nd raped in 

r e c o r d  n u m b e r s .  A l t h o u g h  v i o l e n t  c r i m e  in g e n e r a l  is d e cl i n i n g ,  v i o l e n t  

c r i m e s  a g a i n s t  w o m e n  ( i n c l u d in g  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e )  are i n c r e asing. S i n c e  

1974, the rate of a s s a u lt s  against y o u n g  women- (aces 20 - 24) has risc-n 

a l m o s t  50%; fo r  y o u n g  men it has d e c r e a s e d .  Data  from the N a t i o n a l  C r i m e  

S u r v e y  s h o w s  that w o m e n  are the v i c t i m s  of v i o l e n c  crime c o m m i t t e d  b y

fa m il y  m e m b e r s  at a rate three times that for men. Also, a c c o r d i n g  co che 

Survey, s p o u s e s  or e x - s p o u s e s  commit m or e  chan hal f  of all v i o l e n c  c r i m e s  

c o m m i t t e d  b y  r e l a t i v e s  a g a i n s t  women.

A w o m a n  is b e a t e n  every IS seconds and 4 , 0 0 0  b a t t e r e d  w o m e n  are k i l l e d

e v e r y  y ea r  in the United States. N a t i o n w i d e ,  m o r e  than one m i l l i o n  a b u s e d  

w o m e n  each y e a r  seek  m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  for i n j u r i e s  caused by b a t t e r i n g .  

In Alaska, 26% of adult w o m e n  have be e n  p h y s i c a l l y  ab u s e d  by a s p o u s e

s o m e t i m e  d u r i n g  their lives and m ost of the b a t t e r e d  w o m e n  w e r e  a b u s e d  at 

least o nce 3 m o n t h .  It is est i ma t e d  chat a m i n i m u m  of 13,200 w o m e n  l i v i n g  

in A l a s k a  h a v e  r e q u i re d  m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  hv a d o c t o r  or h o s p i c a l  for 

i n j u r i e s  s u s t a i n e d  by abuse at seme time in rheir life. In I 9o3,  fifty

"Th e p r o b l e m  of family v i o l e n c e  has 

r e c e n t l y  that this p h e n o m e n o n  has 

s e r v e s . "



pe rcen c of female m u r d e r  v i c t i ms  in A l a s k a  w e r e  k i l l e d  by t heir h u s b a n d s  cr 

b o y f r i e n d s .

C h i l d r e n  r a i s ed  in v i o l e n t  h o m e s  s u f f e r  the e f f e c t s  of l i v i n g  in this 

e n v i r o n m en t a nd are at h i g h e r  risk for p h y s i c a l  and s e x ua l abuse. C h i l d r e n  

raised in v i o l e n t  h om es are 15002 mo re  likely to be p h y s i c a l l y  a b u s e d  or 

s e r iou sly  n e g l ec te d .  N e a r l y  fifty p e r c e n t  of a b u s i v e  h u s b a n d s  b a t t e r  their 

w i v e s  whe n they are pregn ant , m a ki ng  these b a t t e r e d  w o m e n  four times more 

likely to b e a r  i nf an t s  of low b ir t h  w e i g h t .  T h e s e  w o m e n  had twice as m a n y  

m i s c a r r i a g e s  as n o n - b a c t e r e d  women.

Fo rm e r  U.S. S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  Dr. C. E v e r e t t  K oo p  i d e n t i f i e d  d o m e s ti c  v i o­

lence as the n u mb er  one h ea lc h  threat co w o m e n  and d e c l a r e d  it co be a 

pu bli c h ea l t h  issue. In one of h is  final s p e e c h e s  as U.S. S ur g e o n  Gen er a l ,  

ko o p  stated: "The  m i n d  sec that any type of v i o l e n c e  that r e s u l t s  ir.

p h y s i c a l  and m e n t a l  d a m a g e  is a p r i v a t e  or fa m i l y m a t t e r  or a t r a d i t io n  

shoul d be a b h o r c n t  co us all. B a c cer y is the s i ng l e  mo s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  c au s e  

of injury to w o m e n  in this c o un t r y . "  Dr. k oo p  w e n t  on co n ote that in the 

U n i te d  States, an e s c i ma c e d  402 of all w o m e n  have e x p e r i e n c e d  som e type of 

s e x u a l  abuse as c h i l d r e n  and as m a n y  as 4 42  of a du lt  w o m e n  report c o m p l e t e d  

or at ce mp t e d  rape, i n c l u d in g rape by the ir h u s b a n d s  or o c h e r  fam i l y m e m ­

ber s  .

P e op l e  from a ll  w a l k s  of life have c o m e  to r e c o g n i s e  che s e r i o u s n e s s  of che 

p r o b le m s  and the need for a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  and c o o r d i n a t e d  r es p o n s e  co 

d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  and s ex u a l  assault. A  s t u d y  by che N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  of 

J u v e n i l e  and F a m i l y  C ou r t  J u d g es  r e c o m m e n d s  that c o u r t s  treac f am i l y  

v i o l e n c e  as a s e r i o u s  crime. -The H o n o r a bl e  S t e p h e n  B. H er r e l l ,  C h a i r m a n  of 

the g roup  and a j ud ge  f r o m  Port lan d, O re g o n ,  say s that v i o l e n c e  acair.sc 

w o m e n  and c h i l d r e n  has c r e a t e d  a g e n e r a t i o n a l  cycle of v i o l e n c e  chat c a n n o t  

be b r o k e n  w i t h o u t  s t ro ng  i n t e r v e n t i o n  by che courts.

R s p o n s e s  co s e x u a l  a ss au l t  h a v e  been  imp rov ed,  but s e x u a l  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s c  

w o m e n  c on ti n u e s  to rise. D u r i n g  the past ten years, rape races have  r is en 

n e a r l y  four times as fast as the total cri me rate. A c c o r d i n g  to da ta  

p r o v i d e d  by a c r i m i n o l o g i c a l  s tud y c o n d u c t e d  in 19 J O , rape r em a i n s  the mo s t  

u n d e r - r e p o r t e d  of al l m a j o r  crimes; only 7% of ail rapes are r e p o r t e d  to 

poli ce.  One in five a dult w o m e n  will  be r a p e d at s ome time in their lives 

and one in four w o m e n  r.ow in c o lle ge w il l  be a t t a c k e d  by a rapist. A l a s k a  

c o n t i n u e s  to have on e of the hi gh e s t  i n c i d e n c e s  of rape in the c oun try . In 

1S89 in Alaska, there were  53 r eported cases of f or c i b l e  rap e a g a i ns t  adult 

w o m e n  per 100,000 p o p u l a t i o n  com par ed to the n a t i o n a l  rate of 33 cases oe r 

100,000.

S e r v i c e s  for v i c t i m s  of d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  and the ir c h i l d r e n  are c r u c i a l  ir. 

o rd e r  co save lives and reduce che pa i n  ana s u f f e r i n g  ca u s e d by these 

crimes. V i c t i ms  of sexual a s s a u l t  m use r e c e i ve  c r is is  i n t e r v e n t i o n  s e r­

vi c es  so they can o v e r c o m e  the trauma. W i t h o u t  a s s i s t a n c e ,  they m.av 

cor.cinue co relive che event and live in f ea r for their life and safety. 

The repo rt from the U.S. A t t o r n e y  G en e r a l ' s  T a s k  Force on F a m i l y  V i o l e n c e  

state s chat " S h e lt e r s  are an imp ort ant  r e s o u rc e  for a d i v e r s e  grov.n of 

v i c t i m s  of family v i o l e n c e  w h o  must  leave h e m e  co e s ca p e  1 i f e - c h r e a t u n i n g



ab use  and have n o w h er e else to go. A m o n g  die most imp ort ant  s e r v ic es  

s he lte rs o ff er  for b a t t e r e d  w om e n  and their c h i l d r e n  are imme dia te safety, 

co u n s el in g ,  r e f e r r a l s  to al co ho l  and d r u g  tr ea tm e n t  p rog ram s and a s s i s t a n c e  

in s e e k i ng  e m p l o y m e n t  and p e rm an en t ho us in g .

S e rv i c e s  for c h i l d  v i c t i m s  must be a v a i l a b l e  to help them cope w i t h  the 

h o r ro r s  they ha ve  e n c o u nt er e d .  C h i l d r e n  from v i o l e n t  h omes  suf fer  e m o t i o n­

al and p hy s i c a l  d i s o r d e r s  as a result of their fam ily  situations. M a n y  of 

these c h i l d r e n  are v i c t i m s  of p h y s i c a l  and sexual abuse, who need co be 

p r o t e c t e d  and help ed.  H e l p i n g  these c h i l d r e n  w i l l  not only ease the pain, 

but a l s o  p r e v e n t  future p ro bl ems . A l c o h o l  arid o t he r drug abuse, s u i c i d e - 

and c r i m i na l  b e h a v i o r  are o ften  c a u s e d  by abuse su ff e r e d  in childh ood . 

S e rv i c e s for c h i l d r e n  are im po r t a n t to s t o p  the c yc le  of abuse.

T r e a t m e n t  for b a t t e r e r s  is an i n t e g r a l  part of the s y s t e m  to p r ote ct 

vi ct im s .  E x p e r i e n c e  h as  s hown that m o s t  b a t t e r e d  w o m e n  ret urn  to the 

v i o l e n t  r el at io n s h i p s .  T h i s  h ap pe n s  for m an y  reasons, i n cl ud in g the lac k 

of f i na nc ia l r e s o u r c e s  to a ll o w  them to live inde pen den tly . W i t h o u t  

c o u n s e l i n g  and t r ea t m e n t  for b at t e r e r s ,  v i o l e n c e  in these r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

g e n e r a l l y  b e c o m e s  m o r e  f r e q u e n t  and s e ver e, o f t e n  r e s u l t i ng  in death.

A l a s k a  is f o r t u n a t e  to h a v e  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  c o o r d i n a t e d  s ys t e m  for a d­

dr e s s i n g  the p a i n  and s u f f e r i n g  c aus ed  by  fam il y vi ol en c e .  In FY91, the 

C o u n c i l  on D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  and S ex u a l  A s s a u l t  is fundi ng 23 c o m m u n i t y -  

b as e d  p r o g r a m s  to p r o v i d e  se rvi ces  to v i c t i m s  of dom e s t ic  v i o l e n c e  and 

their fam ili es.  T h e s e  p r o g r a m s  also  p r o v i d e  im po rt an t  e d u c a t i o n a l  s er v ic e s  

to their c o m m u n i t i e s  as w e l l  as o u t l y i n g  c o m m u n it ie s .  W i t h o u t  an a l l - o u t  

ef f o r t by c o m m u n i t y  m emb ers , family v i o l e n c e  w i l l  not be stopped. In FY90, 

C o u n c i l - f u n d e d  p r o g r a m s  serv ed 9,729 cl ie nt s .  Al m o s t 3 , COO of these 

c li e n t s w er e  v i c t i m s  of dom es t i c  v i o l e n c e  and their children. T hes e 

v ic t i m s  and t he ir c h i l d r e n  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  a lm o s t  5 3 , 0 0 0  ni ght s of saf et y in 

s h e l t e r s  or safe homes. Th e need for these s e r v i c e s  can be seen in the 

n um b e r s  of c l i e n t s  as w e l l  as the t r e m e n d o u s  in cr ea s e s  in d n a n d  for 

se rvices. Since FY87, the numbe r of n i g h t s  of s a f e t y  has incre ase d b y 44".

The m i s s i o n  of the C o u n c i l  on D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  and Sex ual  A s sa ul t is to 

p ro v i d e  i m m e d i a t e  sa fe ty  and supporc to v i c c i m s  of do mes tic  v i o l e n c e  and 

sexu al a s s aul t in l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g  s i t u a t i o n s  and co reduce the in ci de n c e  

of d om e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  and se x u a l a s sa ul t in Alaska. The Counci l a c c o m p l i s h­

es this c h roug h s e r v i n g  as a fund ing  a g e n c y  for c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  p rograms. 

The C ou nc i l  p r o c e s s e s  a p p l i c a t i o n s  for f u n d i n g  and m o n i t o r s  p ro g r a m s chat 

receiv e gra n t s  and p r o v i d e s  tec hni cal  a s s i s t a n c e  to p rog ra ms  and o c h e r  

c o m m u n i t y  groups. It al s o  s er ve s  as a p l a n n i n g  and c o o r d i n a t i n g  a ge nc y  for 

d o m e st i c  v i o l e n c e  and s e xu a l  assau lt s e r v i c e s  p ro v id e d  by va ri o u s  age ncies. 

Thi s report p r e s e n t s  m a jo r C o u nci l i n i t i a t i v e s  in 1990, d e sc r i b e s  p r og r a m s 

funded by the C o u n c i l ,  p r e s e n c s  s c a c i s c i c a l  data g ath er ed  from p r o g r a m s  in 

FY90 and i d e n t i f i e s  issues of c o ncer n and p o s s i b l e  solutions.



t o b t a i n  i n j u n c t i v e  rel i e f  o r d e r s  in c a s e s  of d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  as w e l l

) as o c h e r  p r o t e c t i o n s  p r o v i d e d  to v i c t i m s  of d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  be

'  , e x p a n d e d  to i n c l u d e  p e o p l e  in d a t i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  P o l i c e  o f f i c e r s

m a y  a r r e s t  for d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  m i s d e m e a n o r  a s s a u l t s  e v e n  if it w a s  

n o t  c o m m i t t e d  in their p r e s e n c e ;  it is a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  that this 

p r o t e c t i o n  be p r o v i d e d  in d a t i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

2. T e e n  Vi o l e n c e ,  an Issue for L e g i s l a t i v e  C o n s i d e r a t i o n

In D e c e m b e r ,  1989, the C o u n c i l  h e l d  a s t a t e w i d e  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  on t e e n  

v i o l e n c e .  A f t e r  h e a r i n g  f r o m  the p e o p l e  te s t i f y i n g ,  Che C o u n c i l  

a g r e e d  the p r o b l e m  m e r i t e d  the a t t e n t i o n  of the L e g i s l a t u r e  an d  

r e q u e s t e d  that the H o u s e  a n d / o r  S e n a t e  Health, E d u c a t i o n  an d  S o c i a l  

S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e s  h o l d  h e a r i n g s  or the t o p i c  of teen  v i o l e n c e .  M a n y  

p e o p l e  w h o  t e s t i f i e d  at the C o u n c i l ' s  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  w a n t e d  to a d d r e s s  

t h e i r  c o n c e r n s  to l e g i s l a t o r s ,  a n d  ha d s u g g e s t i o n s  for l e g i s l a t i o n  and 

for n e e d e d  s e r v ic e s .

P e o p l e  w h o  t e s t i f i e d  w o r k  w i t h  t e e n s  e i t h e r  t h r o u g h  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  

p r o g r a m s ,  y o u t h - s e r v i n g  a g e n c i e s ,  or s c h o o l s .  M a n y  p e o p l e  t e s t i f i e d  

to che .g r o w i n g  t r e n d  tow ar d  v i o l e n c e  a m o n g  y o u t h  and o b s e r v e d  that 

y o u n g  p e o p l e  s t a te  tha t  " v i o l e n c e  is a w a y  to h a v e  fun". A  c l i n i c a l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t  in F a i r b a n k s  s t a t e d  tha t  h e  f eels teen v i o l e n c e  is 

s y m p t o m a t i c  of s o c i e t a l  b r e a k d o w n .

M a n y  t e en s are v i c t i m s  of v i o l e n c e .  O n e  p a r t i c i p a n t  w ho  w o r k s  w i t h  

p r e g n a n t  t e e n a g e r s sp oke  o f  the m a n y  y o u n g  w o m e n  w h o  are  e i t h e r  

y  p r e s e n t  or pas t v i c t i m s  of abus e, as w e l l  as some w h o  are a b u s i v e  to

t heir o w n  child. . F o r some, v i o l e n c e  b e g i n s  in che womb.

A  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  the D i v i s i o n  of P u b l i c  H ealc h, D e p a r t m e n t  of 

H e a l t h  and S oc ia l  S e r vic es,  t e s t i f i e d  that v i o l e n c e  h a s  r e p l a c e d

i n f e c t i o n  as the m a j o r  c aus e o f . d e a t h  for a d o l e s c e n t s  in che U n i t e d  

Stat es,  w i t h  v i o l e n t  d ea th s  a c c o u n t i n g  for 77% of all a d o l e s c e n t

death s. A c c i d e n t s  ar e che h i g h e s t  c a u s a l  factor, w i t h  a l c o h o l  b e i n g  

i m p l i c a t e d  in ov er  h a l f  the a c c i d e n t a l  deachs . H o m i c i d e  is che s e c o n d  

l e a d i n g  ca use  of t ee n a g e  f a t a l i t y  in the U.S.; wi th  a 300% i n c r e a s e  of

te enag e h o m i c i d e  b e t w e e n  ' and 1980. The third le ad in g c aus e of

t ee n a g e d e a t h  is f :drupling s in ce 1950.

3. C o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  of V ti. c o u n s e l i n g

D o m e s t i c  v i o l e nc e  and s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  p r o g r a m s  have i d e n t i f i e d  the n e e d  

to d e v e l o p  l e g i s l a t i o n  that m a k e s  v i c c i m  c o u n s e l i n g  l e g a l l y  p r i v i l e g e d  

and not s u b j ec t  co d e f e n s e  d i s c o v e r y  or s u b p oen a. T h i s  type o f  l e g i s­

lat io n  is i m p o r t an t b ec a u s e  it p r o c e c c s  v i c t i m s  from f ur th e r  a b u s e  by 

the s y stem . If the c o n f i d e n t i a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  e x c h a n g e d  b e t w e e n  

v i c t i m s  and c o u n s e l o r s  d u r i n g  t r e a t m e n t  can be u s e d  as e v i d e n c e  in 

c r i m i n a l  p r o c e e d i n g s ,  c o u n s e l i n g  m a y  n ot b e n e f i c  v i c t im s,  and, in 

fact, m a y  add to their trauma. V i c t i m s  o f t e n  spe ak co their c o u n s e l­

ors a b o ut  fears and f e el in g s  a r i s i n g  f r o m  che crime. T h o s e  w h o  are

/



under the impression that they are revealing such Information solely 

for therapeutic purposes often feel betrayed when their counselors are 

compelled to disclose their communication before the public at an open 

trial. Victims who realize in advance that their communications may 

be subject to disclosure may avoid counseling altogether. The Presi­

dent's Task Force on Victims of Crime recommended that legislation be 
enacted making designated victim counseling legally privileged.
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wU *7vk •m i w r r r m n l wic enure. in The meantime, 
•victims should not routinely be forced to surrender 
their privacy.

B u t  t h a t ' s  n o t  th e  o n ly  c o n c e rn  in  th e  e q u a t io n . A  
c a r e f u l  b a la n c in g  a g a in s t  th e  p u b l i c ' s  r ig h t  t o  k n o w  is  
n e e d e d . I t ’ s a d i f f i c u l t  t a s k ,  o n e  t h a t  is  b e s t  n o t  
d ic t a t e d  b y  s t a t e  le g i s la t o r s .

h  N w

Legislature has o ther ways to help
T h e  p r o p o s e d  r a p e  s h ie ld  la w  d e s c r ib e d  a b o v e  g o e s  

t o o  f a r ,  b u t  t h e  le g i s la t u r e  h a s  o t h e r  w a y s  t o  h e lp  
v i c t im s  o f  r a p e  a n d  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e .

F i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t  is  m o n e y . T h e  s t a t e  o f f e r s  
g r a n t s  t o  23  a g e n c ie s  t h a t  h e lp  p r e v e n t  a n d  t r e a t  
s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  a n d  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e .  V e to e s  i n f l i c t e d  
b y  o u tg o in g  G o v .  S t e v e  C o w p e r ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  n e w  
c u ts  p r o p o s e d  b y  G o v .  W a l l y  I i i c k e l ,  w o u ld  re d u c e  
th o s e  g r a n t s  b y  13 p e r c e n t .

T h e  H o u s e  h a s  v o t e d  t o  r e s t o r e  b o t h  s e ts  o f  c u ts . 
B u t  e v e n  s o , t h e  $ 5 .9  m i l l i o n  is  b a r e l y  a d e q u a t e  t o  
h e lp  e v e r y o n e  w h o  t u r n s  t o  r a p e  c r i s i s  l i n e s  a n d  
s h e l t e r s  f o r  b a t t e r e d  w o m e n . A n d  th e  S e n a t e 's  f i g u r e  
f a l l s  $ 4 0 0 ,0 0 0  s h o r t  o f  t h e  H o u s e  m a r k .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s p e n d in g  m o n e y ,  le g i s la t o r s  c a n  a c t  
o n  s e v e r a l  b i l l s .

O n e  w o u ld  h e lp  v i c t im s  w h o  n e e d  c o u r t  o r d e r s  t o  
p r o t e c t  t h e m s e lv e s  a g a in s t  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e .  T h e  
r i g h t  t o  g e t a n  o r d e r  w o u ld  b e  e x t e n d e d  t o  s o m e o n e  
w h o s e  d a t in g  p a r t n e r  b e c o m e s  t h r e a t e n in g .  A s  th e  
m u r d e r  o f  S a n d r a  P o g a n y  la s t  s u m m e r  s h o w s , a 
s p u m e d  l o v e r  c an  t u r n  d a n g e r o u s  e v e n  w h e n  th e  
r e la t i o n s h i p  f a l l s  s h o r t  o f  m a r r i a g e  o r  l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r .

A n o t h e r  c h a n g e  w o u ld  e x t e n d  t h e  le g a l  p r i v i l e g e  o f  
c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  t o  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  a n d  r a p e  
c o u n s e lo r s .  V ic t im s  a r e  le s s  l i k e l y  t o  s e e k  h e lp  i f  t h e y  
f e a r  t h a t  w h a t  t h e y  t e l l  a c o u n s e lo r  m a y  b e  a i r e d  o u t  
in  c o u r t .

A  f i n a l  w o r t h w h i le  c h a n g e  w o u ld  a l l o w  s h o r t e r  
p r e s u m p t iv e  p r i s o n  t e rm s  f o r  v i c t im s  o f  d o m e s t ic  
v io le n c e  w h o  t u r n  o n  t h e i r  a s s a i la n t s .  E n d u r i n g  a b u s e  
d o e s n 't  l e g a l l y  e x c u s e  a s s a u lt  o r  m u r d e r ,  b u t  i t  c o u ld  
j u s t i f y  a  l i g h t e r  s e n te n c e .

T h e  H o u s e  h a s  e i t h e r  p a s s e d  o r  is  m a k in g  g o o d  
p r o g r e s s  o n  th e s e  p r o p o s a ls .  W o r k  o n  t h e  S e n a t e  s id e  
h a s  b e e n  s lo w e r .  I f  la w m a k e r s  a re  s e r i o u s  a b o u t  
h e lp in g  th o s e  w h o  s u f f e r  s e x u a l a s s a u l t  a n d  d o m e s t ic  
v io le n c e ,  t h e y ' l l  p a s s  th e s e  m e a s u r e s  —  a n d  r e s t o r e  
f u l l  fu n d in g  f o r  a g e n c ie s  s e r v in g  v i c t im s  —  b e f o r e  th e  
s e s s io n  e n d s .

Q u o t a b l e

"This stuff has been used for 4.000 years before the birth 
of Christ. All of us farmers are conservationists and 
environmentalists to a point, and if it w a s  harmful I sure 
wouldn't be doing it.”

— B y ro n  H o lle m b e a k , on h is  p la n  to  use sew age s lu d g e  
from  F a irb a n k s  as fe r t i l i z e r  on  h is D e lta  J u n c tio n  fa rm .

"T in ' (Hic.vtinn for »■' }.••• i* f « * r f /»- iv««— !......

r in e aT fS o o o o y  m ucn a s x s  l o r  
m oney  w ith o u t g iv in g  som e ­
th in g .

The m an  w ith  th e  tongue  
w as on B o u rb o n -S t re e t  and 
r ig h t ou t o f a D a v id  L yn ch  
m ov ie . H e w o re  a s to c k in g  
cap , th ree  d a y s  o f  b e a rd  and 
a d rab  o liv e  ju m p su it .

F i r s t  he d id  a m ock  s t r ip , 
w ith  a s low  te a s in g  r o l l  o f  
h is  n y lo n  so ck s , ta k in g  nd-

re v e le rs  p re ssed  fo . 
f i l l  it . H is  o v e rh e ad  
th an  m ost.

Mimes, for ins lan 
those elaborate c 
that, considering sui 
Orleans, m u s t  nc 
cleaning every n 
then.

S tre e t  m u s ic ian s  ; 
fe re n t species o f  th

Rioters suffered nc
W A S H IN G T O N  -  B e fo re  

I becam e a c o lu m n is t , 1 w as 
a re p o r t e r  — a r io t  r e p o r t e r  
to o . I  c o ve red  r io t s  in  W ash ­
in g ton , D .C ., H a r le m , B r o o k ­
ly n  and one  o f  th e  v e ry  
w o rs t (26 d ead ) in  N e w a rk . 
I t  w as in  N e w a rk  th a t I  go t 
re lig io n  — c on v e rte d  to  a 
m i ld  fo rm  o f  R ic h a rd  D a le - 
y ism . I t  w as th e  la te  C h icago 
m a y o r  w h o  suggested  b u s t­
ing som e heads.

I  w ou ld  n o t go a n yw h e re  
n e a r  th a t fa r .  B u t  W ash in g ­
to n , D .C ., w h ich  had  i t s e l f  a 
f in e  l i t t le  r io t  in  a m ix e d  
L a t in o  n e ig h b o rh ood  f o r  tw o  
n ig h ts , seem ed to  go as f a r  
as p o s s ib le  in  th e  o th e r  d i­
re c tion . In  f u l l  v iew  o f  te le ­
v is io n  v iew e rs , s to re s  w e re  
lo o t e d , c a rs  to r c h e d , c i t y  
buses a tta c k ed  and  the  p o ­
lic e  — w e ll , th e  p o lic e  d id  
l i t t le .  I t  w as n o t u n t i l a f t e r  
th e  m id n ig h t c u rfew  on  th e  
second n ig h t o f  the  r io t  th a t 
s ig n i f i c a n t  a r r e s t s  w e re  
m ade . W ash in g ton  had  p e r­
m i t t e d  u n p a r d o n a b l e  
n o - fa u lt  r io t in g .

S om e  w o u ld  d is a g re e . 
T h e re  w as " f a u l t , "  and it 
w a s  l in k e d  t o  s o m e th in g  
c a lle d  “ g r ie v a n c e s "  — la c k  
o f  h o u s in g , jo b s  a n d , o f  
cou rse , th e  c u ltu ra l d i f f e r ­
ences be tw een  L a t in o  im m i­
g ran ts  and  th e  lo c a l c on s tab ­
u la r y . (T he  sh o o tin g  o f  a 
L a t in o  b y  a p o lic e  o f f ic e r  
tr ig g e re d  the  r io t . )  B u t in

D O O N E S B U R Y

RICHARD 
COHEN
N e w a rk  I  le a rn e d  
m a t te r  h ow  le g it im  
u n d e r ly in g  g rievan ce  
is a chance to  h ave  
t im e  and to  get so 
sum e r good s on  the 
a l l  te rm s .

Once , I  h ad  th ou g : 
w ise . I  h ad  read  t 
W a tts  r io te rs  o f  II 
e xe rc ised  som e d is c r  
w h a t th e y  tra sh e d  o : 
O n ly  the  s to re s  o f 
w ho liv e d  ou t o f  th 
b o rh o o d  w e re  h it .

B u t  in  N e w a rk , 
d o o r - to -d o o r  a f t e r  t 
t r y in g  to  f i n d  O', 
ow ned  th e  lo o te d  stc 
cal p e o p le , I w as o f - 
— good p e op le , k in d  
The re s id en ts  shoo 
heads in d is b e lie f . I 
w h a t had happened  
n e ig h b o rh ood .




