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HOUSE LETTER OF INTENT

CSHCR 4 (FINANCE) am

It is the intent of the Legislature that the Joint Committee on
School Improvement study possible amendments to the public school
foundation formula including additional state aid for those school
districts that have a longer school year than required by state law

or that hold a summer school.

Adopted by the House 5/6/91



Alaska State Legislature
Senate o

] . State Capitol
Official Business Committee on 3Inance Juneau, Alaska 99811

MEMORANDUM

TO: Senator Arliss Sturgulewski, Chair
Senate Health, Education, and Social
Services Committeev

. V VoA
FROM: Senator Jay Kerttula

SUBJ: Senate Concurrent Resolution 7 --
Education Committee

DATE: March 12, 1991

| would appreciate it if you would schedule SCR 7 --
establishing a standing committee on education.

| have attached a list of committees which consider education
in other state legislatures. As you are well aware, the HESS
committees are second only to Finance in the volume of bills which
are heard. The Alaska Constitution gives us a high duty in the area
of education, and | believe that a standing committee would give us
the time and forum to pay sufficient attention to this important
topic. It is an anachronism that, while our Constitution makes a
strong legislative commitment to education, Alaska is one of only
nine states which does not have a standing committee on education
in both houses of the legislature.

| urge your consideration of SCR 7. The National Education
Association supports this resolution.
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N&ska Jliale “egislature
Senate

Pouch V
State Capitol

Official Business Juneau, Alaska 99811

SPONSOR STATEMENT
SENATOR JAY KERTTULA

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 7
STANDING COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

Senate Concurrent Resolution 7 would change the uniform rules
to establish a standing committee on education.

The Alaska Constitution gives us a high duty in the area of
education, and | believe that a standing committee would give us the
time and forum to pay sufficient attention to this important topic.
There are 40 other states which have a standing committee on
education, some of these states emphasis education to an even
greater extent by having standing committees on both education and
postsecondary education. It is an anachronism that, while our
Constitution makes a strong legislative commitment to education,
Alaska is one of only ten states which does not have a standing
committee on education in both houses of the legislature.

| urge passage of SCR 7. The National Education Association
supports this resolution.
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CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 7 (HES)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATOR KERTTULA
A RESOLUTION

Proposing an amendment to the Uniform Rules of the Alaska State Legislature creating
and relating to the jurisdiction of the Education standing committees, and relating to the
jurisdiction of the Health and Social Services standing committees; and providing that the

amendment will take effect on the convening of the First Session of the Eighteenth Alaska

State Legislature.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. Rule 20(a) of the Uniform Rules of the Alaska State Legislature is amended to read:
(a) Each house has the following standing committees with the jurisdiction indicated:
Finance (all appropriation, revenue, capital improvement, and bonding measures, the
executive budget, and the programs and activities of theDepartment of Revenue)
Health [[ EDUCATION] and Social Services (the programs and activities of the
Department of Health and Social Services and[,] the Department of Corrections [EDUCATION,
AND THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA])

Education (the programs and activities of the Department of Education and the

University of Alaska)

1 CSSCR 7(HES)
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Judiciary (the programs and activities of the Alaska Court System and the Department

1

2 of Law, and the legal and substantive review of bills referred to it for that purpose)

3 Labor and Commerce (the programs and activities of the Department of Labor relating
4 to labor-management relations, industrial safety, unemployment compensation, and workers”
5 compensation and the programs and activities of the Department of Commerce and Economic
6 Development)

7 Community and Regional Affairs (the programs and activities of the Department of
8 Community and Regional Affairs and other matters relating to political subdivisions)

9 Resources (the programs and activities of the Departments of Fish and Game, Natural
10 Resources, and Environmental Conservation)
11 Rules (interpretation of the Uniform Rules, calendar, the internal administration of the
12 house and matters pertaining to the management of the legislature as a whole)
13 State Affairs (programs and activities of the Office of the Governor a :d the Departments
14 of Administration, Military and Veterans’ AffairSj and Public Safety, and programs and activities
15 of the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities relating to public facilities)
16 Transportation (programs and activities of the Department of Transportation and Public
17 Facilities relating to transportation and other legislative matters relating to transportation).

18 * Sec. 2. The amendment proposed by this resolution takes effect on the convening of the First

19 Session of the Eighteenth Alaska State Legislature.

CSSCR 7(HES) 2
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 7 '
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY SENATOR KERTTULA

Introduced: 1/30/91
Referred: Health, Education and Social Services

M A RESOLUTION

1 Proposing an amendment to the Uniform Rules of the Alaska State Legislature cr ting
i 2 and relating to the jurisdiction of the Education standing committees, and relating to the
3 jurisdiction of the Health and Social Services standing committees; and providing that the
-4 amendment will take effect on the convening of the First Session of the Eighteenth Alaska

5 Slate Legislature.

6 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

7 * Section 1. Rule 20(a) of the Uniform Rules of the Alaska State Legislature is amended to read:

8 (a) Each house has the following standing committees with the jurisdiction indicated:

9 Finance (all appropriation, revenue, capital improvement, and bonding measures, the
10 executive budget, and the programs and activities of the Department of Revenue)
ijll Health ( EDUCATION] and Social Services (the programs and activities of the
12 Department of Health and SocialServices [ THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, AND THE
13 UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA|) [/ / O B |
14 Education (the programs and activities of the Department of Education and the
15 University of Alaska)

SCRH7a 1 SCR 7
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Judiciary (the programs and activities of the Alaska Court System and the Department
of Law, and the legal and substantive review of bills referred to it for that purpose)

Labor and Commerce (the programs and activities of the Department of Labor rel ling
to labor-management relations, industrial safety, unemployment compensation, and workers’
compensation and the programs and activities of the Department of Commerce and Economic
Development)

Community and Regional Affairs (the programs and activities of the Department of
Community and Regional Affairs and other matters relating to political subdivisions)

Resources (the programs and activities of the Departments of Fish and Game, Natural
Resources, and Environmental Conservation)

Rules (interpretation of the Uniform Rules, calendar, the internal administration of the
house and matters pertaining to the management of the legislature as a whole)

State Affairs (programs and activities of the Office of the Governor and the Departments
of Administration, Military Affairs, and Public Safety, and programs and activities of the
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities relating to public facilities)

Transportation (programs and activities of the Department of Transportation and Public

Facilities relating to transportation and other legislative matters relating to transportation).

* Sec. 2. The amendment proposed by this resolution takes effect on the convening of tne First

I> Session of the Eighteenth Alaska State Legislature.

SCR 7

-2- SCROO07a



NEA-ALASKA

AFFILIATE!) WITH THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

v
ANCHORAGE REGIONAL OFFICE JUNEAU OFFICE FAIRBANKS REGIONAL OFFICE
1411 W 33RD AVENUE 105 MUNICIPAL WAY. SUITE 302 2118 CUSHMAN STREET
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503 JUNEAU. ALASKA 99S01 FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701
(907) 274-0536 (9071 556-3090 (907) 450-4435
FAX: (907) 274-0551 FAX: (907) 5S6-2744 FAX:(907) 456-2159
March 25, 1991

TO: Senator Sturgulewski, Chair

Members, Senate HESS Committee

RC:

SCR 7; "Proposing an amendment to the Uniform Rules of Alaska State
Legislature creating and relating to the jurisdiction of the Education standing
committees, and relating to the jurisdiction of the Health and Social Services
standing committees; and providing that the amendment will take effect on the
convening of the First Session of the Eighteenth Alaska State Legislature.”

NEA-Alaska supports and encourages the creation of a separate standing committee re-
public education and the university system.

The current HESS Committees have policy res;%onsmlhty_ for two of the most
comprehensive agencies in state governmént. The magnitude of load which is always
before the, HESS committees. is substantial and may périodically preclude adequate
consideration of critical policy issues.

Public_Edycation and Health and Social Services arc also a substantial part of the
oRgratln budget of the State and must effectively monitor entitlement formula funding
and many feadral piograms as well.

It is our opinion that the changes proposed by SCR 7 would result in better and more
timely policy decisions, continlity inappropriate legislative oversight, and the ability to
be more responsive to the Increasing and ever changing needs in public education.

The opportunity and potential need for interim work by a standing Education committee
would tg)ermn qumlators to more closel% focus on specific programs, services, and needs in
our public schools and university system.

Thank you for your consideration of our position and recommendation.

Respectfully submitted
Hob Manners
Executive Director President

cc: Senator Kerttula

Crr-’



STATES WITH STANDING COMMITTEES ON EDUCATION

ALABAMA
ARIZONA
ARKANSAS
CALIFORNIA
COLORADO
CONNECTICUT
DELAWARE
FLORIDA
GEORGIA
HAWAILI
IDAHO
ILLINOIS (two committees in each house)
INDIANA
I10WA
KANSAS (two committees in each house)
KENTUCKY
LOUISTANA
MAINE
MASSACHUSETTS
MINNESOTA
MISSISSIPPI (two committees 1in each house)
MISSOURI (House has two committeas)
NEBRASKA
NEW HAMPSHIRE
NEW JERSEY (House has two committees)
NEW MEXICO
NEW YORK (two committees in each house)
NORTH CAROLINA (two committees in each house)
NORTH DAKOTA
OHI10
OKLAHOMA (HOUSI has two committees)
OREGON
PENNSYLVANIA
SOUTH CAROLINA
SOUTH DAKOTA
TENNESSSEE
TEXAS (House has two committees)
UTAH
WASHINGTON (two committees iIn each house)
WEST VIRGINIA
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