


Alaska State Legislature
S E N A T E

Official Business P.O. Box V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

MEMORANDUM

DATE:

Senator Arliss Sturgulewski, Chair
ate Health, Education & Social Services Committee

enator Steve Frank

Request for Scheduling SB 210 - Approp: Long-Term Care 
Facility - Fairbanks

March 20, 1991

I am writing to request that you schedule SB 210 for a hearing at 
your earliest convenience.

This bill would allow for construction of a new 90 bed, long term 
care facility in Fairbanks. Denali Center, the existing facility, is 
antiquated in its layout and design as well as being too small. For 
example, it lacks things such as a medical examination room, something 
that most similar facilities have.

About 40% of Denali Center's residents are from outside of 
Fairbanks. And approximately 80% and 10% of the residents pay with 
Medicaid and Medicare, respectively.

Thank you for your consideration.
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D e n a l i  C e n t e r  i s . . .

• a private, not-for-profit nursing home facility owned by T h e  G r e a t e r  

F a i r b a n k s  C o m m u n i t y  H o s p i t a l  F o u n d a t i o n ,  I n c .  and o p e r a t e d  b y  
L u t h e r a n  H o s p i t a l s  &  H o m e s  S o c i e t y .

9  not just 'an old peoples home', it is home to infants, children, 
and adults who need skilled care - that Is, short-term to 
long-term resident nursing home care.

• a  place that serves people who are too sick to live at home, 
but too well to need a hospital environment.

I
,1

• a regional facility serving Interior and Northern Alaska with over 40% 
of the residents coming from villages outside of the Fairbanks area. i

• a facility where payment for resident’s care i s :
80% - Medicaid (State of Alaska)
10% - Medicare (Federal)
6% - Other insurance 
4% - Private pay

THE GREATER FAIRBANKS community HOSPITAL FOUNDATION. iNC Denali Cenrer Task Force / P O. Box 71396 / Fairoanks. AK 99707 / AS? .NS:



DENALI CENTER SERVICE AREAS
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■ B O B

D e n a l i  C e n t e r  is a n  i n a d e q u a t e  faci l i ty:
- there are often 3 people to a room
- up to 6 people share a bathroom
- there is little space for activities
- there are oniy two private rooms
- there is no private space for a family gathering, telephone calls,

a medical consultation, a birthday party
- no personal care areas to administer medication, for diagnosis
- no space for staff preparation work or break areas
- it is an old, poorly designed building

- the physical plant is 19 years old
-it can not be remodeled because of asbestos in the walls & floors
- there is major heat loss because of the 2x4 construction 
" building does not meet 1990 building standards
- inability to equip better telephone service & access for residents

- there is not enough room to stock medical and housekeeping supplies
and inadequate storage for kitchen goods.

- no transportation entrance for residents so they can board the van inside
- not enough room for rehabilitation services
- the activity room is used as a dining room 3 times a day

• D e n a l i  C e n t e r  p r o v i d e s  80 s q . f t  o f  p e r s o n a l  s p a c e  p e r  r e s i d e n t  
o r  2 5 0  s q . f t . / r e s i d e n t  t o t a l  b u i l d i n g  s p a c e .

- most nursing homes provide 400 - 650 sq.ft./resident total building space.

- the ONLY storage space for resident's personal belongings is a 2'x21" closet

® N u r s i n g  h o m e  s e r v i c e s  will b e  in g r e a t e r  d e m a n d  
a s  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a g e s .  

• T h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  a r e a  a n d  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  
o f  I n t e r i o r  a n d  N o r t h e r n  A l a s k a  a r e  n o t  b e i n g  w e l l  s e r v e d  
b y  t h e  e x i s i t i n g  D e n a l i  C e n t e r .

"he GREATER FAIRBANKS community hospitai. FOUNDATION, inc: Denail Cenief Tasx Fo'ce / P O. Box /1396 / Fairbanks, AK 99707 / 652-2955



• A  n e w  fac i l i ty t h a t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :
- a capacity to serve not less than 80, but not more than 100 residents
- privacy in the residents rooms
- adequate outdoor space
- common areas for social activites
- a culturally sensitive design
- comprehensive rehabilitation services & equipment with easy access
- structural design to enhance delivery of services
- flexible design able to readily adapt to expansion of services
- accommodations for staff work areas and break areas
- specific design components to address the needs of the terminally ill
- a location that would be conducive to sharing existing services & systems
- specific design components to address the needs of residents suffering from 

Alzheimers disease who qualify for nursing care. This could include the 
design of a specific program area dedicated to this purpose.

The Task Force heard testimony that non-medical services for Alzheimers 
patients were sorely needed. Many Alzheimers clients would be served 
by assisted living and other available community support such as adult 
day care and specialized foster care. Currently, funding is only available 
for nursing home care of Alzheimers patients with other medical 
problems. This is an area that needs further investigation.

• A  f u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  a n  ‘a s s i s t e d  l iv ing'  f a c i l i t y  
w i t h  a  c a p a c i t y  o f  2 5 - 5 0  units.

This could be a campus approach or a separate site.
Assisted living is a level of residential care less intensive 
than a nursing home. It provides an intermediate step 
from one’s own home to the nursing home, and vice versa.

T*e GREATER FAIRBANKS COMMUNITY HOSPfTAL FOUNDATION. iNC: Denali Center Task Force / P.O. Box 71396 / Fairbanks. AK 9970" / ̂ '’•2955
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What We Need...
PAGE 2

• T h e  p r o b l e m s  will n o t  d im in i s h  w i t h  t i m e .
As the population ages, these services will be in greater demand.

• T h e  p r e s e n t  f a c i l i t y  w a s  p o o r l y  d e s i g n e d  b y  t h e  o r i g i n a l  o w n e r .
As a  result, remodeling the facility would not resolve many of its problems -

and it would cost nearly as much as a new faciiity. There is asbestos in the
walls and floors.

• N u r s i n g  h o m e s  p l a y  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  in r e d u c i n g  h e a l t h  c a r e  c o s t s .
By providing a cost effective alternative to lengthy and 
unnecessary hospitalizations.

• T h e r e  is w i d e  c o m m u n i t y  s u p p o r t  f o r  a  n e w  faci l i ty.
Some of the Fairbanks community groups and state-wide organizations that 
have passed resolutions in support of a new nursing home facility in Fairbanks: 

Alaska Federation of Natives 
AARP - American Association of Retired Persons 
Arctic Alliance for People 
Delta Chamber of Commerce 
Doyon Limited 
Fairbanks City Council 
Fairbanks Native Association 
Fairbanks North Star Borough 
Fairbanks Retired Teachers Association 
Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce 
Interior Alaska Economic Development Council, Inc.
Main Street Fairbanks
Midnight Sun Lions
Tanana Chiefs Conference
Individual contributions are made regularly

• A  c a p i t a l  c a m p a i g n  d r i v e  will b e g i n  b y  t h e  T a s k  F o r c e
This is to raise money for a new Denali Center. The City of Fairbanks has 
donated land that is being recommended to the architect as a priority site.

• A  n e w  D e n a l i  C e n t e r  will c o s t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y :  $ 1 0 . 8  Million

THE GREATER FAIRBANKS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL foundation. INC Denali Center Task Force / P O. Box 71396 / Fairbanks. AK 99707 / A52-2955



" P a r t n e r s h i p  f o r  P r o g r e s s

Capital Campaign for Denali Center

• W e  b e g a n ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  H o s p i t a l  F o u n d a t i o n ,  t h e  p r o c e s s
o f  h i r i n g  a n  a r c h i t e c t / e n g i n e e r i n g  f irm f o r  d e s i g n  
a n d  c o s t  i n f o r m a t i o n .

• W e  will i d e n t i f y  & p u r s u e  s o u r c e s  o f  F e d e r a l  s u p p o r t
Federa l p ro g ram  suppo r t
G ran ts
O th e r  funds

• W e  will i d e n t i f y  & p u r s u e  s o u r c e s  o f  S t a t e  s u p p o r t

• W e  will i d e n t i f y  & p u r s u e  s o u r c e s  o f  L o c a l  s u p p o r t
City / Borough
Businesses
Individuals

• W e  will i d e n t i f y  & p u r s u e  s o u r c e s  o f  C o r p o r a t e  s u p p o r t

• W e  will i d e n t i f y  & p u r s u e  s o u r c e s  o f  F o u n d a t i o n  s u p p o r t

THE GREATER FAIRBANKS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL FOUNDATION. INC: Denali Center Task Force / PO. Box 7)396 / Fairbanks. AK997C7 / <152 T'JS:



T h e  f o l l o w i n g  g r o u p s  h a v e  p a s s e d  r e s o l u t i o n s  o r  m a d e  c o n t r i ­
b u t i o n s  in s u p p o r t  o f  a  n e w  D e n a l i  C e n t e r  in F a i r b a n k s :

Alaska Federation ot Natives

AARP - American Association of Retired Persons

Arctic Alliance for People

Delta Chamber of Commerce

Doyon Limited

Fairbanks City Council

Fairbanks Native Association

Fairbanks North Star Borough

Fairbanks Retired Teachers Association

Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce

Interior Alaska Economic Development Council, Inc.

Main Street Fairbanks

Midnight Sun Lions

Tanana Chiefs Conference

Individual contributions are made regularly

THE GREATER FAIRBANKS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL FOUNDATION, INC DeOQll Cenrer Task Forco / P 0  Sox 71396 / FaifDOnkj. AK 99707 / £52-2965



THE GREATER FAIRBANKS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL FOUNDATION, INC. 
DENALI CENTER TASK FORCE - November 1990

S E R V I C E S  f o r  t h e  E L D E R L Y  In F A I R B A N K S

Community-Based Home-Based Intensive Home and Services in a Most Intensive Acute Care
Services Services Community-Based

Services
Residential Care 

Setting
Institutional

Services

Congregate Meats Home Delivered Meals Adult Day Care Pioneers’ Homes Pioneers’ Homo Nursing Inpatient Hospital Slay
- Senior Center 452-1735 - Senior Center 452-1735 - Fairbanks Resource Residential Care Care - Fairbanks Memorial
- Breadline 456-8317 Agency 456-8901 - Fairbanks Pioneers - Fairbanks Pioneers Hospital (FMH)
- Food Bank 452-7761 Transportation Escort Home 456-4372 Home 456-4372 452-8181

- Outreach Workers for In-Home Respite
Transportation TCC & North Slope Corp. - Fairbanks Resource Assisted Care Private Nursing Care
- Senior Center 452-1735 451-6682 Agency 456-8901 - Four beds at Fairbanks - Denali Center 452-1921
- MACS 456-3279

Shopping Assistance Adult Foster Care
Pioneers Home 456-4372

Info / Roferrral / - none - State Div of Family &
Personal Advocacy/ Youth Services 452-1844
Employment Services Homemaker / Chore
- Senior Center 452-1735 Services

- Homemaker Prog, of AK
Senior Group Homes
- none

Physical Fitness 452-2975
• Mary Siah Center (FNSB) Home Health Skilled
452-1451 Personal Care Attendant

- Access Alaska 479-7940
Nursing
- FMH Home Care

Independent Apartments - Homemaker Prog, ol AK 451-3517
for Elderly 452-2975 - State Home Health Care
- Golden Towers 456-1852 - Medicaid Personal Car9 452-6406
- Southhall Manor 451-6426 Attendants
- Golden Ages

Congregate Housing
Hospice Volunteers
- Hospice of Tanana Valley

Family Caregiver Support - none 474-0311
Groups 1
- Alzheimers Family Home Repair/Renovation
Support Group -none

- Hospice of Tanana Valley
474-0311 Home Health Aide 

- FMH Home Care
Other Community 451-3517
Programs - State Home Health Care
- Foster Grandparents / 452-6406
Senior Companion /
RSVP 452-6417 Senior Companion
- Alaska Legal Services Volunteers
452-5181 - Sonior Center 452-1735
- Love, Inc. 452-5683

ft- Adult Learning Center
452-6434



TASK FORCE BLUEPRINT
Tho Greater Fairbanks Community Hospital Foundation, Inc,

"The New Denali Center"
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DENALI CENTER  TASK FORCE  MEMBERS

Walter Carlo - Co-Chair 
Doyon LTD.
201 First Ave. 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
456-3589 H 
452-4755 W

Jeff Cook 
Arco
122 1st Ave./Suue 100 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
451- 0097

Gordon Depue 
P.O. Box 70531 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
488-6012 H 
451-8850 W

Dottie Englund
North Star Council on Aging
1424 Moore St.
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
452-1735

Andrea Gelvin 
P.O. Box 83967 
Fairbanks, AK 99708 
479-2883

Andy Harrington 
Alaska Legal Services 
763 7th Ave. 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
479-3990 H 
452-5181 W

Task Force Coordinator: Pat Walsh 452-2955 

Denali Center Director: Mark Bertilrud 452-1921

Jim Hayes 
313 Droz Drive 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
456-7698 H 
452-1568 W

Jim Matthews 
1072 McGrath 
Fairbanks, AK 99712 
457-3537

Ouida Paden 
1135 Sunset Dr. 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
474-0647

Karen Perdue 
P. O. 73209 
Fairbanks, AK 99707 
479-0034

Karen Porter - Co-Chair 
1561 Gillam Way 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
456-6044 H 
372-1690 W

Ann Swift 
3181 Anella Ave. 
Fairbanks, AK 99709 
479-2524

Carol Switzer 
Denali Center 
1949 Gillam Way 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
474-8825 H

Hospital Administration: 451-3551 

Hospital Foundation: June Thomas 457-4291

All Task Force members are also members ol the Greater Fairbanks Community Hospital Foundation, Inc.
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Demand for long term care is rapidly increasing

• By year 2000:
1/2 of the elderly will be age 75+

• By year 2010:
there will be 22 elderly persons for every 100 working age persons

• By year 2030:
1 in 3 people will be 55 or older

• In the past two decades, the older population grew twice as fast 
as the rest of the population:

- 65+ group grew by 56%

- under 65 grew by only 19%

- between 1980-86, Alaska had

over 50% increase in elderly population.

(Alaska & N e v a d a  h a d  t h e  la rgest % in c re a se  
nationally. In 1986, Alaska h a d  th e  smallest n um be r 
of elderly - 3% of population.)

• The 85+ population will quadruple between 1980 & 2030

THE GREATER FAIRBANKS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL foundation. INC Denali Center Task Force / P.O. Box 7)396 / Fairbanks. AK 99737 / A52 7 ^



National Nursing Home 
Use Rates
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I
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Fairbanks North Star Borough 
Population by Age Group

% by age group 1988
Legend

H 0-24

25-44O
S 45-64

85+

Only 3.8% now, but 
should quadruple in 
next ten yearsl

The group 
to plan for: 
16% of pop 
and growing
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D E P A R T M E N T  OF A D M IN ISTR A TIO N

DIVISION OF PIONEERS' BENEFITS
M arch  11 , 1991

W A L T E R  J .  H IC K E L .  G O V E R N O R

P.O. B O X  CL

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811-0211 
PHONE: (907) 465-4400

The H o n o ra b le  M ark B o y e r 
A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la t u r e  
P .O . Box V 
J u n e a u , AK 99011

D e a r  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  B o y e r :

T h is  l e t t e r  i s  i n  re s p o n s e  t o  y o u r  r e q u e s t  t o  e s t im a te  th e  c o s t  
o f  r e p la c in g  th e  D e n a l i  C e n te r ,  a 9 0 -b e d , lo n g - te r m  c a re  f a c i l i t y  
i n  F a i r b a n k s .  The b i l l  you  in t r o d u c e d  h a s  a f i s c a l  n o te  o f  $11 
m i l l i o n  an d  I  u n d e rs ta n d  th e r e  a re  a d d i t i o n a l  fu n d s  a v a i la b le  
f r o m  th e  c o m m u n ity  a n d /o r  th e  C om m un ity  H o s p i t a l  F o u n d a t io n .  I t  
i s  a ls o  my u n d e r s ta n d in g  t h a t  th e  la n d  w i l l  be d o n a te d .

I  e s t im a te  t h a t  th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  f a c i l i t y  w i l l  c o s t  
a p p r o x im a t e ly  $ 1 5 ,3 6 5 ,0 0 0  and w i l l  ha ve  a b o u t 550-650 s q u a re  f e e t  
p e r  r e s id e n t .

T he  e s t im a te  above  i n  b a se d  on th e  c o s t  f o r  th e  Juneau  P io n e e r s ' 
Home, w h ic h  was b u i l t  i n  1988. The c o s t  o f  c o n s t r u c t io n  has 
in c r e a s e d  b y  a b o u t 3% p e r  y e a r .  The new D e n a l i  C e n te r  i s  a ls o  
c o n s id e r in g  t o  be o f  s e r v ic e  t o  th e  c o m m u n ity  f o r  o th e r  th a n  j u s t  
s k i l l e d  n u r s in g  c a r e .  R e s p ite  c a re ,  a d u l t  day c a re  and t r e a tm e n t  
a r e  a ls o  c o n te m p la te d .

I  r e a l i z e  t h a t  a f a c i l i t y  c o u ld  be  b u i l t  f o r  much le s s  as was 
d o n e  i n  th e  p a s t ,  su ch  as '’ C a rre a g e  N o r th  and S o u th . "  I t  w c u ld  
n o t  be  o f  b e n e f i t  t o  th e  r e s id e n ts  o f  th e  i n t e r i o r  t o  r e p e a t  s u ch  
m is ta k e s .  F o r  e x a m p le , th e  P io n e e r s ' Home was b u i l t  y e a rs  b e fo r e  
t h e  C a rre a g e  n o r t h  b u i l d in g  and s t i l l  has th e  o r i g i n a l  w a l lp a p e r  
a n d  f l o o r .  T h e r e fo r e  th e  c a lc u la t io n s  a re  based  on a s o l i d  
f a c i l i t y  w i t h  a l i f e  e x p e c ta n c y  o f  o v e r  30 y e a rs  as a lo n g - te r m  
c a r e  f a c i l i t y .

The  c o s t  e s t im a te  was made w i t h  th e  f o l lo w in g  a s s u m p t io n s :

1 .  The  c o s t  p e r  s q u a re  f o o t  i s  $250, w h ic h  in c lu d e s  o th e r  th a n  
c o n s t r u c t io n  c o s ts  such  as p la n n in g ,  p e r m its ,  a u d i t s ,  e t c .

2.  The s i t e  w i l l  n o t  have  m a jo r  c o n s t r u c t io n  p ro b le m s , s u c h  as 
p e r m a f r o s t .



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r k  B o y e r 2 M a r c h  1 1 ,  1 9 9 1

3. T h e  f a c i l i t y  w i l l  b e  a b l e  to t r e a t  r e s p i r a t o r  d e p e n d e n t
p a t i e n t s  a n d  e m e r g e n c y  p o w e r  g e n e r a t i o n  wi ll  be i m m e d i a t e  
a n d  h a v e  a b a c k  up. (Pioneers' H o m e s  are not e q u i p p e d  to 
h a n d l e  s u c h  cas e s. )

4 . F a c i l i t y  w i l l  b e  a b l e  to p r o v i d e  o u t p a t i e n t  r e h a b  s e r v i c e s
a n d  a d u l t  d a y  care, b o t h  of w h i c h  r e q u i r e  e x t r a  o f f i c e  a nd
t r e a t m e n t  sp ace .

5. F a c i l i t y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  t r e a t  H l V o r  Hep. B, TB a n d  o t h e r  
i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e s ,  m a n y  of w h i c h  r e q u i r e  s i n g l e  rooms, a n d  
a n  e x c e l l e n t  v e n t i l a t i o n  s y s t e m  f o r  i n f e c t i o n  contro l.
(Most P i o n e e r s '  H o m e s  a r e  too  o l d  a n d  h a v e  i n a d e q u a t e  
v e n t i l a t i o n  a n d  p h y s i c a l  l ay o u t  to b e  ab l e to s u c c e s s f u l l y  
a n d  s a f e l y  t r e a t  p a t i e n t s  w i t h  i n f e c t i o u s  dise ase s. )

6. T h e  f a c i l i t y  w i l l  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h  the  c o l d  c l i m a t e  in
m i nd , i n c l u d i n g  l a r g e  h a n d i c a p p e d  a c c e s s i b l e  a r c t i c  e n t r i e s  
f o r  sa fe  w h e e l c h a i r  entry, c o v e r e d  e m e r g e n c y  v e h i c l e s  s u c h  
as t h e  a m b u l a n c e s  a n d  w h e e l  c h a i r  v a n  for m e d i c a l  
a p p o i n t m e n t s ,  etc.

7. T h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t  w i l l  i n c l u d e  e l e c t r i c  p l u g - i n s  for
st aff , r e s i d e n t s ,  a n d  c o n s u l t i n g  h e a l t h  ca re  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .

8. T h e  f a c i l i t y  w i l l  b e  b u i l t  w i t h  a chapel, for s p i r i t u a l
p r i v a c y .

9. T h e  f a c i l i t y  w i l l  h a v e  a se par at e, w e l l  v e n t i l a t e d  s m o k i n g
r o o m  f or  r e s i d e n t s .

10. E a c h  r e s i d e n t  r o o m  w i l l  be p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a l o c k i n g  h u t c h  f o r  
d i s p l a y  o f  p r i v a t e  b e l o n g i n g s ,  a n d  on e  a r e a  fo r sa f e s t o r a g e  
o f  m e d i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h o s e  r e s i d e n t s  a b l e  to s e l f - m e d i c a t e .

11. A l l  e x t e r i o r  e x i t  d o o r s  wil l b e  p r o v i d e d  w.ith two  s e p a r a t e
a l a r m  s y s t em s,  o n e  f o r  a f t e r  h o u r s  a n d  one for  2 4 - h o u r  
w a n d e r e r  p r o t e c t i o n .  (This t y p e  of  a l a r m  s y s t e m  m u s t  
w i t h s t a n d  t h e  c o l d  a r c t i c  e n t r y  t e m p e r a t u r e s . )

12. T h e  J u n e a u  H o m e  c o s t  a b ou t $2 1 0 p e r  s q u a r e  foot. A t  an
i n f l a t i o n  r a t e  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  at a b o u t  3% p e r  year, it 
w o u l d  c o s t  in $2 4 4 p e r  s q u a r e  fo ot  in 1993. O f  c o u r s e  t h e r e  
a r e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  the h o m e  a n d  th e  n e w  D e n a l i  C e n t e r .  
O u t  of th e  t o t a l  52 beds, 20 a r e r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  l a c k  the 
s u p p o r t  s p a c e  s u c h  as cl ean a n d  d i r t y  u t i l i t y  rooms r e q u i r e d  
f o r  s k i l l e d  n u r s i n g  f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e  k i t c h e n  in J u n e a u  is 
b u i l t  for  a c a p a c i t y  o f  100 b e d s  a n d  some m e c h a n i c a l  r o o m  
s p a c e  is a v a i l a b l e  fo r fu t ur e a d d i t i o n  to the Home.
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13. T h e  e s t i m a t e  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e ne w D e n a l i  C e n t e r  was 
d e r i v e d  as f o l l o w s :  650 s q u a r e  fe et  pe r  r e s i d e n t  ti mes the 
c o s t  o f $2 50  e q u a l s  $14, 625, 000, a n d  in a d d i t i o n  the 
f a c i l i t y  w o u l d  n e e d  4 , 00 0 s q u a r e  fe e t for a n c i l l a r y  a c t i v i t y  
s u c h  as a d u l t  d a y  care, s t a f f  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  at a 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  r a t e  of  $1 85  p e r  s q u a r e  foot, for an a d d i t i o n a l  
t o t a l  of  $ 7 4 0 , 0 0 0 .

T h e  t o t a l  c o s t  e s t i m a t e  fo r  t h e  n e w  D e n a l i  C e n t e r  is $1 5, 3 65 ,0 00 .

T h e  F e d e r a l  N u r s i n g  H o m e  r e f o r m  act o f  1987 a n d  1990 p l a c e s  g r ea t 
e m p h a s i s  on  t h e  s e l f  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of  t h e  p a t i e n t  an d  the  a c t i v e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  b y  t h e  r e s i d e n t  in t he  c a r e  t h e y  w i s h  to recei ve.  
T h e  n e w  D e n a l i  C e n t e r  s h o u l d  b e  b u i l t  w i t h  t h i s  fu ture in mind, 
a n d  n o t  as a w a r e h o u s i n g  f a c i l i t y  of t h e  infirm.

I h o p e  t h i s  e x p l a i n s  m y  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  i n a d e q u a c y  of th e 
$ 1 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  m i l l i o n  to  b u i l d  a 9 0 - b e d  f a c i l i t y  in the a r c t i c  
c l i m a t e  in F a i r b a n k s .

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  i f  y o u  ar e  in n e e d  o f  f u r t h e r  i n f o rm at io n.

S in c e r e l y ,

B a r b a r a  Bathony, D i r e c t o r  
D i v i s i o n  of Pioneers' B e n e f i t s

d \ w p \ m i s c \ 0 3 1 1 - 0 1  
cc:  R o b e r l e y  W a l d r o n

D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n



REPRESENTATIVE 
MARK BOYER *

VICE CHAIRMANmouse finance committee

To:

From:

Date:

Subject:

As you know, I have introduced legislation to appropriate 
funds to construct a replacement facility for the Denali Center 
nursing home in Fairbanks. The fiscal note on the bill is $11 million. 
This is an estimated amount of state participation needed for the 
project based on information provided by the Denali Center Task 
Fo rce .

I am requesting that the Division of Pioneers' Benefits assess 
the cost of replacing Denali Center using the division's expertise with 
regard to Pioneers' Home construction. I want to know if the fiscal 
note is in the ballpark of what is necessary to build a new facility. I 
will be happy to discuss this request in more detail with you or your 
represen ta tive . Thank you.

( A l a s k a  ^ t a i e  ^ l e g i s l a t u r e

; H u u s c  of 3Hcprcscntattbes

FAIRBANKS

1098 LAKEVIEW TERRACE 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701 

(907) 456-6473

JUNEAU

P.O. BOX V 
STATE CAPITOL 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 
(907) 465-3466

Barbara Bathony, Director 
Division of Pioneers’ Benefits 
D epartm en t of Adm inistratio

Represen ta tive Mark Boy 

February 19, 1991

Denali Center replacement
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A L A S K A  STATE

H o s p i t a l  &  N u r s i n g  H o m e

ASSOCIATION

March 20, 1991

S ena to r A r l i s  S tu rg u le w s k i, C h a ir
Comm ittee on H e a lth , E du ca tio n & S o c ia l S e rv ic e
A la s ka S ta te  Senate
L e g is la t i v e  B u ild in g
Juneau AK 99811

SB 210, A p p ro p r ia t io n  D e n a li C en te r
Dear S ena to r S tu rg u le w s k i:

The A s s o c ia t io n  would l i k e  to  re q u e s t a h e a r in g  
d a te  be schedu led f o r  SB 210, a p p ro p r ia t in g  c o n s t ru c t io n  funds 
f o r  th e D e n a li ( lo n g  te rm  ca re ) C en te r in  F a irb a n k s .

D e n a li is  a m a jo r lo n g term r e f e r r a l c e n te r in  in t e r i o r  
A la ska and in  bad need o f r e p a i r .

Our g o a l is  to  g e t SB 210 in t o  Senate F inance where i t  
can be co n s id e re d a lo n g w ith  SB 111, a p p ro p r ia t in g  funds f o r  K od ia k , 
K e tc h ik a n and Seward.

Many thanks f o r  yo u r h e lp  and c o n s d i'e ra t io n .

H a rla n R. Knudson 
P res iden t/C EO
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