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S S  S e n a t e  B i l l  194

Estimating the cost of screening and vaccinating emergency medical 
services providers and law enforcement officers, who do not reside 
in a municipality that has the power to establish a program of 
hepatitis B testing and vaccination, is difficult. According to 
the Alaska Department of Public Safety, there are 258 uniformed 
State Troopers, plus another 32 uniformed court officers, and 125 
village public safety officers (VPSQ's). Under recent OSHA 
requirements, if these people come into contact with blood or other 
body fluids in the emergency patient care setting at least once a 
month, then their employer would be required to provide hepatitis 
B testing and vaccination. We also estimate that there are about 
175 volunteer EMT's outside incorporated cities and boroughs in 
Alaska, but this bill is not limited to volunteers as currently 
written. We do not know exactly how many paid ETT's or EMT's, such 
as those that may work as a Community Health Aide., or others in 
remote communities, may live outside incorporated cities and 
boroughs, but we estimate the number to be approximately 600. 
However, Community Health Aides already are provided hepatitis B 
screening and vaccinations through the Alaska Area Native Health 
Service, or Native Regional,Jea1th Corporations.'• Therefore, as 
currently written, this legislation may require the state to 
provide hepatitis B screening and vaccinations to about 1000 to 
1200 law enforcement officers and emergency medical services 
providers. At a cost of about $100 per person, the cost of 
implementing this bill could be up to $115,000 for the first year, 
and probably the same per year in subsequent years to provide 
hepatitis B testing and vaccinations to newly trained law' 
enforcement officers and emergency medical service providers 
entering the system. Also, without doing a statewide Gurvey, we 
cannot estimate how many of these people already have been 
vaccinated.



FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date: ________

STmTc OF ALASKA
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL NO. SSSB 194

Title: "An Act relating to Hepatitis B
_______vaccinations. . __________
Sponsor: Senator Menard___________
Requestor: Senate_HESS__________

Department Affected: Pub 1ic Safety
BRU: Alaska Srate Trooners______
Component:___Detachments_________

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars) (Inflation not Included)

OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

CAPITAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

REVENUE -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER/PROG RCPT

TOTAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year Impact None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

No fiscal impact upon the Alaska State Troopers is anticipated.
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Alaska State Legislature
SEiNATE

P .O . B ox V 
S ta te  C ap ito l 

Juneau , A la sk a  9 9811
Senator Curt Menard

SPONSOR STATEMENT:

SB194 (Finance): "An Act relating to hepatitis B vaccinations
for Law enforcement officers and emergency 
medical services providers."

Hepatitis B is second in importance only to tobacco as a known 
human carcinogen. Hundreds of millions of people are chronically 
infected with the virus and face an elevated risk of acquiring 
liver cancer. Many chronic carriers appear healthy but can still 
transmit the virus through close contact and start the cycle of 
disease anew.

The Journal of Infectious Diseases reports "Yupik Eskimos of 
southwestern Alaska have the highest known prevalence of hepatitis 
B virus infection of any general population in the United States."

The high cost of the vaccine (approximately $100 each) prevents 
universal vaccination but we can, and must, protect those at 
highest risk of infection. Those are the individuals that will 
benefit from the provisions of the bill before you.

A recent directive from OSHA mandates testing and vaccination 
programs for health care employees "at substantial risk."
Currently that OSHA directive is being interpreted as paid 
employees only.

SB 194 puts into law the OSHA mandate and extends coverage to 
volunteers. Clearly all emergency responders are at the same risk 
independent of their paid or volunteer status.

Section (a); The Department of Health and Social Services is to 
provide the testing and vaccination program for all volunteers 
outside of municipalities who have assumed health powers.

Section (b): Municipalities with health powers will provide the
program for all law enforcement officers and volunteer or paid 
emergency medical and rescue personnel.

Section (c^: The Department of Public Safety will make the same
testing and vaccination program available to all state troopers.

I  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

Official Business



E M E R G E N C Y  M E D I C A L  S E R V I C E S

LEGISLATIVE FACT SIIEET for FY'92

Emergency Medical Services (EMS) is a system designed to respond to the needs of the general 
public when they are suddenly and unexpectedly taken ill or injured. Since these events are 
relatively rare in the life of an individual, it is easy, but mistaken to believe that these events are 
rare in a given community. In Alaska's larger communities, the range of calls fluctuates between 
5 and 30 every day of the year. In our smaller communities it ranges from 2 to 30 per month. 
Although this may seem small, emergency situations in rural communities are frequently 
complicated with inadequate medical facilities, insufficient equipment and logistical problems.

The ultimate goal of the EMS system is the reduction of mortality and morbidity. Injury is the 
leading cause of death for Americans between 1 and 44 years of age. Virtually half of all 
children's deaths are accidental. Injuries cause the loss of more working years of life than all 
forms of cancer and heart disease combined. Clearly those of us interested in the quality of life 
in our communities must have at least a passing acquaintance with how we are addressing this 
public health problem.

The major components of the EMS system include citizen access, communications systems, 
adequate numbers of trained pre-hospital technicians, equipped ground and air transportation, 
hospital emergency departments and critical care centers, disaster planning and an informed 
general public. I N  A L A S K A , T H E  M A J O R I T Y  O F  E M S  R E S P O N S E  IS A C C O M P L I S H E D  

B Y  C O M M U N I T Y  V O L U N T E E R S .  Because of legislative assistance and the support of the 
Department of Health and Social Services, more residents now have access to qualified 
emergency care in hheir time of need. At the same time, keeping volunteer support programs 
viable has became an even greater challenge. Currently, Alaska's EMS has over 2500 volunteer 
care providers, affiliated with 91 ambulance services and 56 first responder services.

As managers and volunteer coordinators, it is eminently clear that what worked yesterday, 
seldom works today. Recruitment based on an emotional commitment to do one's part following 
a community tragedy, or to provide a helping hand to one's neighbor no longer competes with 
the fear associated with individual liability, exposure to communicable diseases, scarce 
availability of funds and lack of State support.

For every state e m s  dollar invested there is a $10 return in benefit. This benefit co m e s  through 

reduction in mortality a n d  morbidity as well as over $4.5 Million dollars in uncompensated 

volunteer services to the state by 2,500 dedicated volunteers. Ihis return is further enhanced 

through the fact that each regional office generates nearly 3 0 %  of its total budget.



E M E R G E N C Y  M E D I C A L  S E R V I C E S  S U M M A R Y  S H E E T

PRE-HOSPITAL RESOURCES HOSPITAL RESOURCES

91 Certified Services 10

57 First Responder Services 0

118 Volunteer 

17 Municipal

3 Commercial 10

0 Hospital based 44

41 Advanced Life Support

107 Basic Life Support

® Over 43,000 Ambulance calls answered annually 

® Over 140,00 Emergency room visits annually

A D D I T I O N A L  R E S O U R C E S

60 Ambulances

10 Hazardous Materials Response teams

9 Critical Incident Stress Debriefing Teams

3 Regional E M ?  Councils

2500 Volunteer Emergency Medical Responders —

150 Career Emergency Medical Responders

24-hr Emergency Rooms 

Trauma Centers

Military
Operational Medical Director (VOL)



OSHA
M a n d a t e s  I n f e c t i o n  C o n t r o l  

F o r  E M S  a n d  F i r e  S e r v i c e

by Gordon M. Sachs

I nfection con tro l is a g row ing  con­
cern  th rou g h ou t em ergency se r­
vices. W h ile  EMS and fire service 
m anage rs  recogn ize  the need  to 

protect the ir employees from  the risks 
o f  c om m un icab le  d iseases, there  has 
been little  in fo rm a tion  ava ilab le  on  the 
subject specific to their p ro fession .- 

O n  Feb. 27 . 1990 , the U .S . D e p a rt ­
m en t o f L ab o r's  O ccupationa l Sa fe ty  
and  H e a lth  A d m in is tra t io n  (O S H A ) 
re le a s e d  O S H A  In s t ru c t io n  C F L  2- 
2 .4 4B , "E n fo rc em en t P ro cedu re s  fo r  
O ccupationa l Exposure to H epatitis B 
V iru s  (H B V ) a n d  H um an  Im m u n o ­
d e fic ien cy  V iru s  (H IV ) ."  T h is  d o cu ­
m en t c la r i f i e s  the  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  
those w ho  em p loy  health-care w o rke rs
w ho  m ay  be occup a tion a lly  exposed 
to  H BV  and H IV . Thus, the m andate is 
o f v ita l im portance to tire and em e r­
gency m edical services th roughou t the 
nation.

O SH A  re ’ eased this instruction after 
conc lud ing that the risk o f emergency 
w o rk e r s  c on tra c t in g  H B V  a n d  H IV  
requ ired  an im m ed ia te  response  and 
that docum en ta tion  existed to de fine

g u id e lin e s  f o r  su c h  a re s p o n s e . 
S p e c if ic a lly , the U .S . D e p a rtm en t o f  
H ea lth  and H um an  Se rv ices/C en te rs  
fo r  D isea se  C o n t ro l (C D C ) in fec tion  
c on tro l gu ide lines fo rm ed  the basis fo r  
" a n  a p p ro p r ia te  a n d  w id e ly  re c o g ­
n ized  and accepted standard o f protec­
t io n  to  be f o l lo w e d  b y  h e a lth -c a re  
e m p lo y e r s  in  c a r r y in g  o u t  th e ir  
resp on s ib ilit ie s ,"  w h ich  cou ld  be car- 

. r ie d  o u t  u n d e r  the  au sp ic e s  o f  the 
O ccupationa l Sa fety and  H ea lth  (O SH ) 
Act.

T h e  " g e n e ra l d u ty  c lau se "  o f  the 
O SH  Act p rov id es that, "Each em p loy ­
e r sh a ll fu rn ish  to each o f  his em p loy ­
e es  e m p lo y m e n t  a n d  a p la c e  o f  
em p loym en t which a re free from  rec­
o g n ize d  h a za rd s  that a re  causing  o r 
a re  l ik e ly  to  cause  d ea th  o r  s e riou s  
physica l ha rm  to his em p loyees." This 
c lause a llow s  fo r  the creation o f stan­
d a rd s , such as O SH A  Instruction CPL 
2-2.44B .

The O SH A  in stru c tion 's  d e fin it ion  
o f  " h e a lt h - c a r e  w o r k e r "  in c lu d e s  
pa ram ed ics , EMTs and  o th e r p e rson ­
n e l, such as fire fig h te rs , w hose w o rk

in vo lves d irec t contact w ith bod ily  f lu ­
ids. S im ila rly , the docum ent mandates 
that each state w ith  an existing state 
O SH A  p la n  "ex tend  cove rage  und e r 
its p rocedu res fo r addressing occupa­
tiona l exposu re  to H BV  and H rV  in the 
p u b lic  s e c to r , s u c h  as p o lic e , f i r e , 
a m b u la n c e  a n d  o th e r  em e rg e n c y  
response w o rke rs "  (see Table 1).

W h i le  th e  O S H A  in s t ru c t io n  is 
in tended as an enforcement guide line , 
it is a lso  an  effective too l fo r iden tify ­
ing critical com ponents o f an in fection 
con tro l p rog ram . The docum ent m an­
d a tes  th a t an  in fe c t io n  c on tro l p ro ­
g ram  add ress the fo llow in g  pe rsona l 
protev .ive measures:
• U s ing  d isp osab le  g lo ve s  w henever 

th e re  is p o te n t ia l fo r  con tact w ith  
b od ily  flu id s

• U s in g  g ow n s , a p ro n s  o r  lab  coats 
w hen  sp la shes to  sk in  o r  c lo th ing  
w ith  b od ily  flu id s  are lik e ly  to occur

• U s in g  m ask s  a n d  p ro te c t iv e  e y e ­
w e a r  w h e n  c o n ta m in a t io n  o f 
m ucous m embranes (eyes, m outh o r 
nose) w ith b od ily  flu id s  is like ly  to 
occur
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• Placing pocket masks, resuscitation 
bags and other ventilation equip­
ment in strategic locations where the 
need for resuscitation is likely, and 
providing such equipment to key

' personnel to minimize the need for 
mouth-to-mouth contact 

.• The mandatory use of the aforemen- 
V tioned personal protective equip- 
^i-ment when performing invasive 
!f~: procedures or when the worker's 
> ■' skin or mucous membranes may 
.. come in contact with bodily fluids 
r  The OSHA-mandated infection con­
trol program must also address the 
proper precautions to take while clean­
ing patient-care areas, equipment and 
blood spills, as well as procedures for 
disinfecting these areas. Additionally, 
the program must address the han­
dling and disposal of potentially con­
taminated items, such as sharp instru­
ments, disposable items and linens. 
Needles cannot be recapped or broken, 
and puncture-resistant containers must 
be easily accessible and located in any 
areas in which needles, syringes and 
other sharp instruments are commonly 
used. Bags and receptacles containing 
items contaminated with bodily fluids 
must be tagged or otherwise identi­
fied.

Based on the CDC infection control 
guidelines and the general duty clause 
of the OSH Act, the OSHA instruction 
identifies seven specific items that 
must be implemented. According to 
the instruction, "The non-use of any of 
these methods is likely to result in the 
continued existence of a serious haz­
ard and may, therefore, allow for cita­
tion." These items are:
• All employees at substantial risk of 

directly contacting bodily fluids 
shall be offered HBV vaccinations 
free of charge.

• There shall be specific procedures 
for dealing with soiled linen.

• Reusable equipment shall be disin­
fected according to standard proce­
dures.

• Objects contaminated with bodily 
fluids shall be placed in an impervi­
ous bag; if outside contamination of 
the bag is likely, a second bag shall 
be added.

• After removing gloves, hands and 
other skin surfaces shall be washed 
thoroughly and immediately after 
contact with bodily fluids.

• Specific follow-up procedures shall 
be followed after a possible expo­
sure to bodily fluids*
a) The source patient shall be

informed of the incident and, on 
consent, be tested for HIV and HBV 
infections.
b) If consent is refused or the source 
patient tests positive for HIV, the 
health-care worker shall be evaluat­
ed clinically and by HIV antibody 
testing (and retesting after six 
weeks, 12 weeks and six months).
c) If consent is refused or the source

T h e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  

o f  t h e  O S H A

in i t i a t i v e  is  

t h a t  e m e r g e n c y  

s e rv ic e s  m a n a g e r s  

w i l l  n o w  b e  h e l d  

a c c o u n t a b le  f o r  

t i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  

t h e i r  w o r k e r s .

patient tests positive for HBV, fol­
low-up procedures for HBV expo­
sure will depend on the immuniza­
tion status of the worker.
All high-risk health-care workers 
shall receive education on precau­
tionary measures, epidemiology, 
modes of transmission and preven­
tion of HIV/HBV. In addition, these 
workers must receive training 
regarding the location and proper 
use of personal protective equip­

ment, proper work practices and the
concept of universal precautions.
Perhaps the most controversial of 

these provisions, due to the costs 
involved, are the requirements for hep­
atitis vaccination at no charge to the 
employee; mandatory education and 
training for all firefighters, EMTs and 
paramedics; and handwashing capa­
bilities at all emergency scenes where 
there is potential for bodily fluid con­
tact.

Prior to the release of the OSHA 
instruction, there was some confusion 
in the industry as to the meaning of 
the term "mandated by OSHA." The 
U.S. Fire Administration (USFA), con­
sidered by many to be the source for 
infection control information for fire 
services and EMS agencies, recognized 
the ties between the OSH Act's general 
duty clause and the CDC infection 
control guidelines. In December 1989, 
USFA distributed an open letter to all 
emergency response agencies, identify­
ing hepatitis vaccines as an OSHA 
mandate and recommending that all 
emergency response personnel be 
immunized against all vaccine-pre­
ventable diseases. Until the release of 
the OSHA instruction, however, there 
were no widely known OSHA docu­
ments that specifically discussed those 
requirements (other than the proposed 
29 CFR 1910.1030, "Occupational 
Exposure to Bloodbome Pathogens.")

At OSHA public hearings on the 
proposed regulation in the fall of 1989 , 
former U.S. Fire Administrator, Clyde 
Bragdon, testified on the need for such 
protection for firefighters, EMTs, and 
paramedics, citing examples of circum­
stances unique to these occupations in 
which the risk of exposure to commu­
nicable diseases is high. His testimony 
was supported and substantiated by 
representatives from the National 
Association of EMTs, the International 
Association of Fire Chiefs and the 
International Association of Fire 
Fighters, among others.

Testimony at the public hearings 
seemed to alert OSHA officials to the 
severity of the problems, which are 
affecting all aspects of the emergency 
services. When promulgated, 1910. 
1030 will stipulate even more specifi­
cally the requirements of health-care 
agencies in the protection of their 
employees. However, OSHA officials 
realized that the present risk is too 
severe to wait until the proposed rule 
is revised—possibly not until early 
1991—to delineate and enforce the pro-
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R e s o u r c e s
The following resources can pro­

vide fire and emergency medical 
service managers with additional 
information to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the OSHA compli­
ance directive. These can be 
obtained free of charge from the 
listed agency or from the U.S. Fire 
Administration's Office of Fire­
fighter Health and Safety.
U.S. Fire Administration:
• Second F o ru m  on  C om m un ic ab le  

Diseases, 1989.
• T es tim on y  on  O c c u p a t io n a l E x ­

p o su re  to B lo o d b o rn e  P a th og e n s , 
Sept. 14,1989.

• O pen  le t t e r  to A l l  E m e rg e n c y  
R e sp on se  A g e n c ie s . December 
1989.

• M ode l In fec tion  C o n t ro l P rog ram  
(under development). Available 
early 1991.

U.S. Department of Labor:
• 29 CFR 1910.1030, O ccup a tion a l 

Exposure to B loodborne Pathogens; 
Proposed R u le . May 30,1989.

• CPL2-2.44B, E n fo rc em e n t P r o ­
cedu res f o r  O c c u p a t io n a l E x p o ­
su re  to H e p a t it is  B V i r u s  
( H B V )  a n d  H u m a n  Im m unod­
eficiency V irus (H IV ) . Feb. 27,1990.

• Jo in t A d v is o ry  N o tic e , P ro te c tio n  
Against O ccupationa l Exposu re to 
H e p a t i t i s  B V i r u s  (H B V )  a n d  
H um an  Im m un od e fic ie n c y  V iru s  
(H IV ) . Oct. 19,1987.

U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services:
• Joint Advisory Notice (see 

above).
• Guidelines fo r  P reven tion  of Trans­

m is s io n  o f  H u m a n  Im m u n o d ­
e fic ie n cy  V iru s  a n d  H e p a t i t is  B 
V iru s  to H e a lth -C a re  an d  P u b lic  
S a fe ty  W o rk e rs . CDC, February 
1989.

• A C u r r ic u lu m  Guide f o r  P u b lic -  
S a fe iy  and  E m e rg cn c y -R e sp on se  
Workers. NIOSH, February 1989.

• E d u c a t io n a l M a t e r i a ls  a n d  
Resources fo r  Em ergency Respon ­
d e r (printouts). National AIDS 
Information Clearinghouse 
(CDC), 800/458-5231.
Other general information on 
infection control is available from 
your local hospital, local health 
agency and state public health 
agencv.

Infection Control visions outlined by the CDC guide­
lines to ensure safe and healthy 
employment and work places.

In addition to the OSHA instruction 
and information available from USFA 
and CDC, other information is being 
developed on a national level for fire 
service and EMS managers. USFA is 
preparing to develop a model infection 
control program. Also, a subcommittee 
of the National Fire Protection 
Association's Technical Committee on 
Fire Service Occupational Safety and 
Health is developing NFPA 1581, 
"Standard for a Fire Department 
Infection Control Program," which 
should be released for public comment 
in late summer.

For fire and EMS supervisors, USFA 
and the National Fire Academy (NFA) 
are working jointly on the develop­
ment of a two-day field course enti­
tled, "Infection Control for Emergency 
Response Personnel: The Supervisor's 
Role and Responsibilities." Depending 
on the availability of funds, this course 
will be pilot-tested this fall. ■—

While it is heartening that other 
organizations are developing such 
guidelines, the significance of the new 
OSHA initiative is that emergency ser­
vices managers w ill now be held 
accountable for the protection of their 
workers. Without a doubt, the impact 
on fire services and EMS will be great. 
Managers should look at this initiative 
as a benefit, however, because the costs 
of implementing an infection control 
program are minimal when compared 
to the costs—direct, indirect and non­
monetary—resulting from a firefighter, 
EMT or paramedic contracting an 
infectious disease on the job.

The long-term benefits to emergency 
services, and to society in general, 
through an increased understanding of 
the problem and a decreased exposure 
potential, could result in an overall 
reduction in the rate of infection of 
communicable diseases, such as HBV 
and HIV. This, in itself, is part of the 
mission of the fire service and 
EMS—to protect and save lives. It is a 
rare opportunity for emergency service 
managers to be able to do so by pro­
tecting their own employees. [[|
Gordon M. Sachs is the EMS program 
manager for the U.S. Fire Admin­
istration in Emmitsburg, Md. He has 
more than 12 years of fire service and 
EMS experience, and is a member of 
the National Fire Protection Asso­
ciation's subcommittee on Infection 
Control Programs.
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SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE BILL NO. 194

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF’ ALASKA ^

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSIQ
/

RY SENATORS MENARD, Collins

Introduced:
Referred:

4/3/91
I IKS, Finance

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to hepatitis B vaccinations for law enforcement officers and emergency

2 medical services providers; and providing for an effective date."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

4 * Section 1. AS 18.08 is amended by adding a new section to read:

5 Sec. 18.08.081. HEPATITIS B VACCINATION PROGRAM, (a) The department shall

6 establish a program under which hepatitis B testing and vaccination is reasonably accessible at

7 no charge to all law enforcement officers and emergency medical services providers in the state
(VmAjJLiX-

8 who do not reside-hr a municipality that has the power to establish a program of hepatitis B

9 testing and vaccination.

10 (b) A municipality that has the power to do so shall establish a program under which

11 hepatitis B testing and vaccination is reasonably accessible at no charge to all law enforcement

12 officers and emergency medical services providers who nktdfcdm. the municipality. The

13 department shall, upon request, assist a municipality in establishing a program required under this

14 subsection.

SIKH 94b ■ I-
N e w  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  ( D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]

SSSB 194



1 (c) In this section,

2 (1) "emergency medical services provider" means a person who is

3 (A) an emergency trauma technician, emergency medical technician, or

4 paramedic who is an active volunteer or paid employee of a fire department that provides

5 emergency medical services as part of its duties, a first responder service, or an

6 ambulance service; or

7 (B) a community health aide, as defined in AS 18.28.100;

8 (2) "law enforcement officer" means

9 (A) an officer of the state troopers;

10 (B) a member of the police force of a municipality; or

11 (C) a village public safety officer.

12 * Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

SSSB 194 -2-
N e w  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [ D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]

SN0194b
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SENATE BILL NO. 194

IN T H E  LEGISLATURE O F  TH E STATE O F  A L A S K A  

S E V E N T E E N T H  LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY SENATOR MENARD

Introduced: 3/13/91
Referred: HES and Finance

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to hepatitis B vaccinations for emergency medical services providers; and

2 providing for an effective date."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

4 * Section 1. AS 18.08 is amended by adding a new section to read:

5 Sec. 18.08.081. HEPATITIS B V A C C I N AT I O N  P R O G R A M ,  (a) The department shall

6  establish a program under which hepatitis B testing and vaccination is reasonably accessible at

7 no charge to all emergency medical services providers in the state who do not reside in a

8 municipality that has the power to establish a program of hepatitis B testing and vaccination.

9 (b) A  municipality that has the power to do so shall establish a program under which

10 hepatitis B testing and vaccination is reasonably accessible at no charge to all emergency medical

11 services providers who reside in the municipality. The department shall, upon request, assist a

1 2 municipality in establishing a program required under this subsection.

13 (c) In this section, "emergency medical services provider" means a person who is an

14 emergency trauma technician, emergency medical technician, or paramedic who ;s an active

SBO194a -1-
■■■•■ V '.’•■■Vf .-i i r :  : :,-■■■) ( D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]

SB 194



1 volunteer or paid employee of a fire department that provides emergency medical services as part

2 of its duties, a first responder service, or an ambulance service.

3 * Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS  01.10.070(c).

SB 194 -2-
Ncu Tex? Underl ined I DELETED TEXT BRACKETED!

SH0194a



TITLE: "An Act relating to CONTACT: Lt. Patrick Kasnick
Hepatitis B vaccinations." 269-5641
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Under the provisions of this bill, the Department of Health and Social 
Services would be required to provide a program In which testing and 
vaccinations for hepatitis B would be provided free of cost to Alaskan law 
enforcement officers and emergency medical services providers.

The Department of Public Safety supports SSSB 194. Hepatitis is one of the 
many dangers inherent in police work, so assuring that preventative 
vaccination and testing programs are available to all police officers is 
appropriate and good public policy.

Commi ssioner
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Position Paper 

CSSS for Senate Bill No.194

For An Act Entitled: "An Act relating to Hepatitis B vaccinations
for law enforcement officers and emergency medical services 
providers; and providing for an effective date."

Committee Substitute for Sponsor Substitute for SB 194 will require 
the Department of Health and Social Services to establish a program 
to make Hepatitis B testing and vaccinations reasonably accessible 
at no charge to all law enforcement officers and emergency medical 
services providers in the state who do not reside in a municipality 
that has the power to establish a program of Hepatitis B testing 
and vaccination.

Hepatitis B infection is caused by the Hepatitis B virus. The 
incubation period of Hepatitis B is long - 45 to 160 days; average 
120 days. The virus is transmitted by percutaneous (intravenous, 
intramuscular, subcutaneous, and intradermal) and permucosal 
exposure to infective body fluids, as may occur in needle sticks, 
perinatal exposure, or sexual exposure.

Illness can range from no symptoms to severe illness and death. 
Clinical symptoms include loss of appetite, malaise, nausea, 
vomiting, abdominal pain, and jaundice. Skin rashes, joint pain, 
and arthritis can also occur. The case-fatality rate is 
approximately 1.4%. Some individuals who become infected with 
Hepatitis B virus will become chronically infected with the virus.

Excellent guidelines exist to provide information and 
recommendations on prevention of hepatitis. One of the best is 
"Protection Against Viral Hepatitis, Recommendations of the 
Immunization Practices Advisory Committee (IPAC) ," MMWR 1990;39S-2. 
Both nationally and in Alaska the present strategy for Hepatitis B 
prevention is to vaccinate those individuals at high risk of 
infection. The major deterrents to controlling the viruses include 
lack of knowledge about risk of the disease, lack of public sector 
programs, inability to access most of the high risk populations, 
and the cost of the vaccine.

Without conducting a statewide screening program, it is impossible 
to know how many pubic safety providers in Alaska are seropositive 
for Hepatitis B, and it is even more difficult to determine how 
many may have been infected while providing patient care.

In February 1990, the U.S. Department of Labor's Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) released an OSHA 
Instruction on "Enforcement Procedures for Occupational Exposure to 
Hepatitis B Virus (HBV) and Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)." 
This instruction required employers of health care workers, 
including emergency medical services personnel, to offer to each 
employee, of substantial risk of directly contacting bodily fluids,
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HBV vaccinations free of charge, and appropriate equipment as 
recommended by the Centers for Disease Control. This requirement 
took effect in February 1991. However, the Alaska Department of 
Labor states that our OSHA laws do not apply to volunteers in this 
state.

A central issue in Hepatitis B vaccine policy is the high cost of 
the vaccine. If the vaccine were inexpensive, then national and 
state public health professionals would recommend universal 
vaccination of all persons. However, the high cost of the vaccine 
($30.64 per dose, 3 doses per person or a minimum of $91.92 per 
person plus testing and administrating costs) has required the 
vaccine to be targeted at those at highest risk of infection.

Active emergency medical service providers in Alaska number about 
3000. Statewide, there currently are over 1500 certified EMT-I's, 
about 450 EMT-II's, 350 EMT-III's and 160 Mobile Intensive Care 
Paramedics, plus there is an estimated 500 active volunteer 
Emergency Trauma Technicians (ETT's). There also is a significant 
turnover among volunteer emergency medical responders with 
approximately 1,000 to 2,000 newly certified ETT's and EMT's each 
year.

Although we believe that the risk for emergency medical responders 
and law enforcement officers to get Hepatitis B while providing 
emergency medical care is low, we cannot say that there is no risk 
at all. We also note that many emergency medical responders and 
law enforcement officers have Workers' Compensation coverage and 
the cost of lost work time and disability benefits for an emergency 
responder who gets hepatitis B in the emergency care setting could 
easily exceed $ 20,000, even if the disease does not progress to 
the acute carcinoma stage.

While recognizing the importance of the volunteer emergency 
personnel and their concerns regarding hepatitis B, the department 
has concerns about the policy effects of this bill upon the state 
vaccination program. If special consideration is granted to law 
enforcement and emergency medical service providers, it can be 
anticipated that public safety and health care workers who are at 
similar risk would advocate for equal coverage. If similar 
coverage where to be provide by the state to all such individual, 
it is anticipated that the cost to the state could be as much as 
$1,100,000 per year for the vaccines.

Recommendation

It is the department’s understanding that the intent of CSSSB 194 is 
to provide hepatitis B testing and vaccine to only those volunteer 
emergency medical service providers that are not covered OSHA
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instructions previously mentioned. The department supports the 
intent of this bill, but recommends that it be amended to clarify 
responsibilities by requiring all governmental units to provide at 
their expense hepatitis B screening and vaccinations to all 
volunteer emergency medical and public personnel within their 
jurisdiction; and that the department would provide this services 
to all volunteer emergency providers outside municipalities and 
boroughs.

The Department of Health and Social Services supports the intent of 
this legislation, but we propose that it be amended to require the 
department to provide hepatitis B testing and vaccinations only to 
volunteer emergency medical services providers who do not reside in 
a municipality.

Position

Peter M. Nakamura, MD, MPH 
Director
Division of Public Health

Date:

Approved by: L
Theodore Mala, i MD,^MPH 
Commissioner
Dept, of Health & Social Services

Date: ‘d - 2 ± l l
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position Paper 

Sponsor Substitute for Senate Bill No. 194

For An Act Entitled: "An Act relating to Hepatitis B vaccinations
for law enforcement officers and emergency medical services 
providers; and providing for an effective date."

SS SB 194 will require the Department of Health and Social Services 
to establish a program to make hepatitis B testing and vaccinations 
reasonably accessible at no charge to all law enforcement officers 
and emergency medical services providers in the state who do not 
reside in a municipality that has the power to establish a program 
of Hepatitis B testing and vaccination.

Hepatitis‘*B infection is caused by the hepatitis B virus. r.JThe 
incubation period of hepatitis B is long - 45 to 160 days; average 
120 days'!* The virus is transmitted by percutaneous (intravenous, 
intramustnilar, subcutaneous,:and intradermal) and permucogal 
exposure''to infective body fluids, as may occur in needle sticks, 
perinatal- exposure, or sexual exposure. rsdic

•2.ic *‘v -qenc-
Illness^dan range from no symptoms to severe illness and deafeh. 
Clinical’* symptoms include loss of appetite, malaise, nausea, 
vomiting, abdominal pain, and jaundice. Skin rashes, joint pain, 
and arthritis can also occur. The case-fatality rate is 
approximately 1.4%. Some individuals who become infected with 
Hepatitis B virus will become chronically infected with the virus.

Excellent guidelines exist to provide information and 
recommendations on prevention of hepatitis. One of the best is 
"Protection Against Viral Hepatitis, Recommendations of the 
Immunization Practices Advisory Committee (IPAC) ," MMWR 1990;39S-2. 
Both nationally and in Alaska the present strategy for hepatitis B 
prevention is to vaccinate those individuals at high risk of 
infection. The major deterrents to controlling the viruses include 
lack of knowledge about risk of the disease, lack of public sector 
programs, inability to access most of the high risk populations, 
and the cost of the vaccine.

Without conducting a statewide screening program, it is impossible 
to know how many pubic safety providers in Alaska are seropositive 
for hepatitis B, and it is even more difficult to determine how 
many may have been infected while providing patient care.

In February 1990, the U.S. Department of Labor's Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) released an OSHA 
Instruction on "Enforcement Procedures for Occupational Exposure to 
Hepatitis B Virus (HBV) and Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)." 
This instruction required employers of health care workers, 
including emergency medical services personnel, to offer to each 
employee, of substantial risk of directly contacting bodily fluids, 
HBV vaccinations free of charge, and appropriate equipment as
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recommended by the Centers for Disease Control. This requirement 
took effect in February 1991. However, the Alaska Department of 
Labor states that our OSHA laws do not apply to volunteers in this 
state.

A central issue in hepatitis B vaccine policy is the high cost of 
the vaccine. If the vaccine were inexpensive, then national and 
state public health professionals would recommend universal 
vaccination of all persons. However, the high cost of the vaccine 
($30.64 per dose, 3 doses per person or a minimum of $91.92 per 
person plus testing and administrating costs) has requiredir.the 
vaccine .to be targeted at those at highest risk of infectionic':

■; -.42''
Activee.emergency medical service providers in Alaska number about 
3000. ^Statewide, there currently are over 1500 certified EMTrl's, 
about 450 EMT-II's, 350 EMT-III's and 160 Mobile IntensiverCare 
Paramedics, plus there is an estimated 500 active volunteer 
Emergency Trauma Technicians (ETT's). There also is a significant 
turnover among volunteer emergency medical respondersd With 
approximately 1,000 to 2,000 newly certified ETT's and EMT'sveach 
year.

Although we believe that the risk for emergency medical responders 
and law enforcement officers to get hepatitis B while providing 
emergency medical care is low, we cannot say that there is no risk 
at all. We also note that many emergency medical responders and 
law enforcement officers have Workers' Compensation coverage and 
the cost of lost work time and disability benefits for an emergency 
responder who gets hepatitis B in the emergency care setting could 
easily exceed $ 20,000, even if the disease does not progress to 
the acute carcimona stage.

While recognizing the importance of the volunteer emergency 
personnel and their concerns regarding hepatitis B, the department 
has concerns about the policy effects of this bill upon the state 
vaccination program. If special consideration is granted to law 
enforcement and emergency medical service providers, it can be 
anticipated that public safety and health care workers who are at 
similar risk would advocate for equal coverage. If similar 
coverage where to be provide by the state to all such individual, 
it is anticipated that the cost to the state could be as much as 
$1,100,000 per year for the vaccines.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n

The Department of Health and Social Services supports the intent of 
SS SB 194, but we are concerned about the potential cost of 
implementing this bill, up to $115,300 per year.
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The intent of this bill can be met at reduced cost to the state if 
the bill is amended as follows:

Sec. 18.08.081. Hepatitis B Vaccination Program, (a) The 
department shall establish a program under which hepatitis B 
testing and vaccination is reasonably accessible at no charge 
to all volunteer emergency medical services providers in the 
state who do not provide services in a municipality.

(b) A municipality that has power shall establish a program 
under which hepatitis B testing and vaccination is reasonably 
accessible at no charge to all emergency medical services 
providers who provide service to the public within the 
municipality. The department shall, upon request, assist a 
•municipality in establishing a program required underithis 
subsection. ___

Witliethese proposed amendments to the bill, the cost to the~state 
would.be about $30,000 per year (300 volunteer EMS providers^ $100 
per provider = $30,000), and perhaps $15,000 to $20,000 in
subsequent years.

The Department of Health and Social Services supports the intent of 
this legislation, but we propose that it be amended to require the 
department to provide hepatitis B testing and vaccinations only to 
volunteer emergency medical services providers who do not reside in 
a municipality that has the power to establish a program of 
hepatitis B testing and vaccinations.

Position

Recommended b' lL 4 <Peter/ M. , MD,Peter/ M. , MD, MPH
Director
Division of Public Health

Date:

Approved by

V Commissioner
Dept, of Health & Social Services
Commissioner

D a t e :



A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  C h i e f s  of Police
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April 19, 1991

Senator Curt Menard 

Alaska State Legislature 

P. 0. Dox V  

Juneau. A K  99811

Dear Senator Menard,

O n  behalf of the Alaska Association of Chiefs of Police 1 would like to 

express our support for Senate Bill 194, which relates to hepatitis B 

vaccinations for lav,- enforcement officers and emergency medical 

service providers. Hepatitis B  is a highly contagious and dangerous 

disease that places public safety workers at severe risk.

W e  believe that the cost of vaccination is minor in comparison to the 

potential lost time from work. Vaccination is a simple, cost effective 

means of reducing insurance and workmans compensation claims. 

Above all else, the early prevention that SB 194 would require 

avoids needless pain a n d  suffering or ,  the part :>f emergency -s e rv ic e  
workers.

W e  thank you and Senator Collins for your support. If we  can be of 

any assistance in the passage of ihis bill, please contact me.

Sincerelv, ^  . /-•
'} /  /.’ 1

Duane S. Udland, President 

Alaska Association of Chiefs of Police 

4501 South 3ragaw 

Anchorage. A K  99507
• u * W i 1 tra r-L * -ax t r a n s m i t ta l  m b m o  /o ? l j . n' m » t .  ,
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C O R D O V A  M E D I C A L  C L I N I C

L a rry  A. E rm o ld , M .D . O liver S. Osborn, M .D .

P .O . Box 3 10  
Cordova, A laska 99574  

(9 0 7 ) 424 -8200

M a r c h  25, 1991

Gene Kubina------------------------------------
House of Representatives
P.O. Box V —  ..... •••’-
Juneau, AK. 99811 C'"''

• • * '***•»
Dear Representative Kubina:

I understand that Senator Menard has introduced a bill to 
provide for Hepatitis B vaccinations for emergency medical 
services providers. I wanted to let you know that I support 
this bill, and I think it is a wise idea.

= . t '
Here in Cordova we have an active volunteer ambulance crew 
who are occasionally exposed .top'otentially infective 
bodily fluids, and they certainly.deserve the support of the 
city and of the state in their work. They certainly should 
be offered free Hepatitis B vaccinations.

Sincerely Yours,

Oliver S. Osborn, M.D.^

OSO/jsk

cc* Senator Curt Menard
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A L A S K A

IN TER IOR  A M B U LA N C E  R E S C U E  S Q U A D
P .O . B ox  1 0 2 9 5  

F a irb an k s , A laska  9 9 7 1 0  
(9 0 7 ) 4 57 -2 50 1

M a r c h  2 9 ,  1 9 9 1

S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
S e n a t e
C a p i t o l ,  R o o m  4 2 7  
P . O .  B o x  V 
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

R E :  S e n a t e  B i l l  1 9 4 :
" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  h e p a t i t u s  B  v a c c i n a t i o n s  f o r  
e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s "

Dear Senator Sturgulewski:

A s  a n  EMS  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  w e  a r e  f a c e d  
w i t h  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f  h e p a t i t i s  B  v a c c i n a t i o n s .  D u e  t o  t h e  
h i g h  i n c i d e n c e  o f  t h e  d i s e a s e  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  a n d  t h e  h i g h  
r i s k  t h a t  o u r  m e m b e r s  a r e  e x p o s e d  t o ,  t h e s e  v a c c i n a t i o n s  a r e  
n o t  a  l u x u r y ,  b u t  a  n e c e s s i t y .

A  s e c o n d a r y  p r o b l e m  i s  t h a t  v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  r a r e l y  
a d d r e s s e d  i n  r e g u l a t i o n s  m a n d a t e d  b y  O SH A  a n d  o t h e r  s u c h  
a g e n c i e s  r e g a r d i n g  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  h a z a r d s ,  f u n d i n g  i s  n o t  
a v a i l a b l e  e i t h e r .  T h o u g h  o u r  m e d i c s  a r e  a l l  v o l u n t e e r s ,  
t h e y  a r e  h i g h l y  t r a i n e d ,  s k i l l e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  a n d  d e s e r v e  
t h e  s a m e  p r o t e c t i o n  a s  t h e i r  p a i d  p e e r s .

W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  g o  o n  r e c o r d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  
# 1 9 4 ,  p r e s e n t e d  b y  S e n a t o r  M e n a r d .  T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  a l l o w  a l 1 
e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s ,  b o t h  p a i d  a n d  
v o l u n t e e r ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e  p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  h o r r i b l e  
d i s e a s e .  P l e a s e  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l .  I  r e m a i n.A

T h o m a s  A .  N a r o w ,  EMT I I I ,  A C L S  
C h i e f  o f  S e r v i c e

c c :  S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d

TAN:1n

" That Others M ay L ive "



A L A S K A

IN TER IOR  A M B U LA N C E  R E S C U E  S Q U A D
P .O . B ox 1 0 2 9 5  

F a irb anks , A la ska  9 9 7 1 0  
(9 0 7 ) 4 5 7 -2 50 1

M a r c h  2 9 ,  1 9 9 1

S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d  
S e n a t e
C a p i t o l , R o o m  9 
P . O .  B o x  V 
J u n e a u ,  AK  9 9 8 1 1

R E :  S e n a t e  B i l l  1 9 4 :
" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  h e p a t i t u s  B  v a c c i n a t i o n s  f o r  
e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s "

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M e n a r d :

A s  a n  EMS  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  w e  a r e  f a c e d  
w i t h  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f  h e p a t i t i s  B v a c c i n a t i o n s .  D u e  t o  t h e  
h i g h  i n c i d e n c e  o f  t h e  d i s e a s e  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  a n d  t h e  h i g h  
r i s k  t h a t  o u r  m e m b e r s  a r e  e x p o s e d  t o ,  t h e s e  v a c c i n a t i o n s  a r e  
n o t  a  l u x u r y ,  b u t  a  n e c e s s i t y .

A s e c o n d a r y  p r o b l e m  i s  t h a t  v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  r a r e l y  
a d d r e s s e d  i n  r e g u l a t i o n s  m a n d a t e d  b y  O SH A  a n d  o t h e r  s u c h  
a g e n c i e s  r e g a r d i n g  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  h a z a r d s ,  f u n d i n g  i s  n o t  
a v a i l a b l e  e i t h e r .  T h o u g h  o u r  m e d i c s  a r e  a l l  v o l u n t e e r s ,  
t h e y  a r e  h i g h l y  t r a i n e d ,  s k i l l e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  a n d  d e s e r v e  
t h e  s a m e  p r o t e c t i o n  a s  t h e i r  p a i d  p e e r s .

W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  g o  o n  r e c o r d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  
# 1 9 4  a s  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  a l l o w  a l l  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  
p r o v i d e r s ,  b o t h  p a i d  a n d  v o l u n t e e r ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e  
p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  h o r r i b l e  d i s e a s e .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r

m a i n

T h o m a s  A .  N a r o w ,  EMT I I I ,  A C L S  
C h i e f  o f  S e r v i c e

T A N : I n

"That O thers M ay L ive "
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April 12, 1991

The Honorable Curt Menard 
Alaska Stato Senate 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

RF: S p o n s o r  S u b s ti tu te  for S e n a t e  Bill Ho !94

Dear Senator Menard:

While the Kenai Peninsula Fire Chiefs Association recognizes (he concept 
of your bill regarding hepatitis B vaccinations for law enforcement 
officers and emergoncy medical service providers, we feei it lacks one 
crucial group of individuals who routinely respond to, and are exposed to, 
hepatitis B. This group of individuals are our volunteer firefighters or 
rescuers.

We encourage you io re-write Section 1. (c) (1) (A) to include 
"...paramedic, voluxiteei fir.fefigh.ter or. rescuer with an organized first 
responder service or ambulance service; or...

Should you decide to amend your bill to include our request, the Kenai 
Peninsula Fire Chiefs Association would be happy tc assist you in lobbying 
other members of the legislature to ensure passage of this biii.

I would be more than happy to d:couso this matter willt yue nr any t:ms. 
Please reel tree tc call me at 262-4312.

Sincerely,



Kotzebue Volunteer Fire Dept. 

Kotzebue, AK 99752 

March 27, 1991

Senate 

P.O. Box V 

.Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Menard:

We at the Kotzebue Volunteer Fire Department would like to support 

Senate Bill No. 194. We feel having a hepatitis B testing and vaccination 

program for all EMS Providers is a basic level of protection. Living in a 

rural area, we recognize the importance of the service provided by volunteer 

EMTs. It seems only fair that they should be as protected as possible from 

the risks they are exposed to as volunteers. Thank you.

Si n c e r e l y ,

Kotzebue Volunteers

' A W v V y  !byfcv~s,\
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Chuck Vancura, MBA 
President

775 E. Parks Hwy. 
Suite 202 
Wasilla, AK 99687 
Tel.: (907) 373-7750
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S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
P . O .  B o x  V 
J u n e a u ,  A k .  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i ,

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  c a l l  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  
i n t r o d u c e d  b y  S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d .

A s  y o u  m a y  k n o w  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  o n e  o f  t h e  
b e s t  v o l u n t e e r  EMS  p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  O u r  
s y s t e m  o f  p r o v i d i n g  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  c a r e  i s  h e l d  i n  
b a l a n c e  b y  t h e  f i n e  t h r e a d  o f  v o l u n t e e r  i s m . I n  e a c h  o f  
o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  v o l u n t e e r s  w h o  s t a n d b y  r e a d y  t o  
r e s p o n d  t o  e m e r g e n c i e s  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  u n l i k e  
m a n y  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  l o w e r  4 8 .

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e  d o n ' t  a l l o w  t h i s  f i n e  t h r e a d  
o f  v o l u n t e e r s  t o  b r e a k  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  
a d d i t i o n a l  r i s k  p r e v e n t i o n  r e q u i r e d  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e  
r e s p o n d e r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I n  m a n y  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  A l a s k a  
o u r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e a m s  a r e  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e l y  m a d e  
u p  o f  v o l u n t e e r s  s a v i n g  t h e  s t a t e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s  
i n  e m p l o y e e  e x p e n s e s ,  i t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  c o s t  e f f i c i e n t  
t o  p r o v i d e  a  h e a l t h y  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  o u r  v o l u n t e e r s  s o  
t h a t  t h e y  m a y  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h i s  f r e e  s e r v i c e  t o  
o t h e r  A l a s k a n s .

I  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  n o t  o n l y  s u p p o r t  S B  1 9 4  b u t  t o  b e  
a n  a c t i v e  v o i c e  f o r  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  o u r  A l a s k a n  
V o l u n t e e r s .

/ i ̂
V a n c u r a



‘VaMcuna,

I would like to thank you for your introduction of SB 
194.

As you may know the State of Alaska has one of the 
best volunteer EMS programs in the United States. Our 
system of providing Emergency Medical care is held in 
balance by the fine thread of volunteerism. In each of 
our communities are volunteers who standby ready to 
respond to emergencies without compensation, unlike 
many other communities in the lower 48.

It is important that we don't allow this fine thread 
of volunteers to break as a result of liability for 
additional risk prevention required of health care 
responders in the field. In many communities in Alaska 
our emergency medical teams are almost completely made 
up of volunteers saving the state thousands of dollars 
in employee expenses, it is therefore cost efficient 
to provide a healthy environment for our volunteers so 
that they may continue to provide this free service to 
other Alaskans.

I am encouraged that you not only introduced this bill 
but that you are on the look out for the health of our 
Alaskan volunteers and our Alaskan budget. Good show, 
Senator!

775 E. Parks Hwy. 
Suite 202 
Wasllla, AK 99687 
Tel.: (907) 373-7750
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Dear Senator Menard,

Chuck V ancu ra , MBA 
President

Marveling Workshops

25 March 1991

Senator Curt Menard 
.0. Box V 

Juneau, Ak. 99811



Matanuska-Susitna Borough
6 8 0  NORTH  SE W A R D  M ER ID IAN  PA RKW A Y , W ASILLA , ALASKA 9 9 6 8 7  

T E LEPH O N E : (9 0 7 ) 3 7 6 -9 6 2 7  I 3 7 6 -9 6 2 8  / FAX: 3 7 6 -0 7 9 9
EMERGENCY SERVICES DIVISION

March 29, 1991

Curt Menard, Senator 
Rm 110, Capital 
PO Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Menard:

I have recently received a copy of Senate Bill 194 introduced 
by yourself concerning Hepatitis B vaccinations. This bill 
represents a significant step towards assuring everyone involved in 
providing patient care the safety of being vaccinated against 
Hepatitis B.

I would like to offer one suggestion to make the bill even more 
effective in improving the safety of our responders. That would be 
to add the classification of "rescuer" to section 1 (c). These people 
are often the first on scene of an emergency and are exposed to 
blood as much as the emergency medical technicians would be. Also 
by virtue of their job of extricating the injured person, they often 
are scratched and cut by glass and metal edges.

The Mat-Su Borough was one of the first EMS and Rescue 
services in the state to comply with the then proposed OSHA 
guidelines three years ago. Since then we have spent over $25,000 
in our infection control program and for vaccines for our volunteers. 
Although very expensive in times of decreasing funds, it has been 
money well spent and is a positive investment in protecting our 
volunteers.

Your interest and concern for the pre-hospital care system is 
appreciated by all of us who work to provide the best EMS systems



possible. This bill will be especially helpful to those small 
volunteer systems with little financial resources yet great needs. 
The danger of Hepatitis B infection is very real in this state and 
those who provide care in the field under uncontrolled and often 
dangerous situations cannot be down played.

Again our appreciation for your support of EMS and for your 
consideration of my suggestions to improve your bill. If you have 
any questions, please feel free to call me.

Sincerely,

Kevin Koechlein, Chief 
Emergency Services Division

KK:nak



Bil ly Harr is 
Fire Chief

Kenai Peninsu la Borough

NIKISKI FIRE DEPARTMENT
Box 8 5 0 8
Nikiski, A laska 9 9 6 3 5

( 9 0 7 ) 2 8 3 - 4 3 8 8
283 -4 20 2

April 1, 1991

Senator Curt Menard 
Capitol Room 9 
PO Box V
Juneau, AK 99811 

REF: Senate Bill 194 

Dear Senator:

I feel strongly about getting the above bill providing HBV vaccine to all 
emergency services workers enacted. Hepatitis B is a dangerous virus 
that has the potential of seriously endangering our employees. The virus 
is widespread throughout the state in native cultures and lower income 
individuals. Though the vacinne is not cheap at $150 a series, it is a lot 
cheaper than retiring an employee and retraining someone new. I urge your 
support of Senate Bill 194 in the 17th Legislature of the State of Alaska.

Sincerely,

Fire Chief

BH:MW:tc



M arch  25, 1991

S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l w e s k i  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e  

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  .

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

,

R E :  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  B i l l  N oR E :  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o . 1 9 4  /

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l ' . e w s k i :

A s  a n  A l a s k a n  a m b u l a n c e - s e r v i c e  s t a f f e d  t o t a l l y  b y  v o l u n t e e r s ,  w e  

w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e n c o \ i r a g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  

w h i c h  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  o n  M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 9 1 .  W e  c o m m e n d  S e n a t o r  M e n a r d  

o n  h i s  a c t i o n  o f  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

O u r  v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  e x p o s e d  t o  h e p a t i t i s  B  b y  v i r t u e  o f  

o u r  a r e a  o f  r e s p o n s e .  W e  o f t e n  a r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  t r a n s p o r t  

p a t i e n t s  f r o m  s u r r o u n d i n g  v i l l a g e s  v i a  m e d e v a c s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  

a r e  c a r r i e r s  o f  h e p a t i t i s  B .  S i n c e  o u r  s t a f f  c o n s i s t s  t o t a l l y  o f  

v o l u n t e e r s ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  a  t r e m e n d o u s  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  t o  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  o u r  s t a f f  t o  p a y  f o r  s c r e e n i n g  a n d  v a c c i n e  f o r  

h e p a t i t i s  B ,  a n d  m o s t  o f  o u r  s t a f f  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  u n p r o t e c t e d  

a g a i n s t  t h i s  d i s e a s e  d u e  t o  t h e  c o s t s  i n v o l v e d .

V o l u n t e e r s  a r e  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  

a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h o s e  v o l u n t e e r s .

A g a i n ,  w e  u r g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  a n d  t h e  

v o l u n t e e r s  o f  o u r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

N O M E  V O L U N T E E R  A M B U L A N C E  S E R V I C E ,  I N C .

N a n c y  L .  C a l a n d r e l l i  

S e c r e t a r y / T r e a s u r e rC a p t a i n

c c :  S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d



M a rch  25, 1991

S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

R E :  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M e n a r d :

A s  a n  A l a s k a n  a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e  s t a f f e d  t o t a l l y  b y  v o l u n t e e r s ,  w e  

w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  

w h i c h  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  o n  M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 9 1 .  W e  c c m m e n d  y o u r  a c t i o n  o f  

i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

O u r  v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  e x p o s e d  t o  h e p a t i t i s  B  b y  v i r t u e  o f  

o u r  a r e a  o f  r e s p o n s e .  W e  o f t e n  a r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  t r a n s p o r t  

p a t i e n t s  f r o m  s u r r o u n d i n g  v i l l a g e s  v i a  m e d e v a c s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  

a r e  c a r r i e r s  o f  h e p a t i t i s  B.  S i n c e  o u r  s t a f f  c o n s i s t s  t o t a l l y  o f  

v o l u n t e e r s ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  a  t r e m e n d o u s  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  t o  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  o u r  s t a f f  t o  p a y  f o r  s c r e e n i n g  a n d  v a c c i n e  f o r  

h e p a t i t i s  B ,  a n d  m o s t  o f  o u r  s t a f f  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  u n p r o t e c t e d  

a g a i n s t  t h i s  d i s e a s e  d u e  t o  t h e  c o s t s  i n v o l v e d .

V o l u n t e e r s  a r e  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  

a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h o s e  v o l u n t e e r s .

A g a i n ,  w e  u r g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  a n d  t h e  

v o l u n t e e r s  o f  o u r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C a p t a i n S e c r e t a r y / T r e a s u r e r
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S o u t h e r n  R e g i o n

EMERGENCY
M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e s  C o u n c i l ,  I n c ,

R E S O L U T I O N

W H E R E A S ,  v o l u n t e e r  E N T s  a r e  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  

t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  S t a t e  l a w  p r e c l u d e s  i n f o r m i n g  p o t e n t i a l l y  e x p o s e d  v o l u n t e e r s  o f  

t h e i r  e x p o s u r e  t o  c o m m u n i c a b l e  d i s e a s e s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  e x p o s u r e  t o  c o m m u n i c a b l e  d i s e a s e s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  h e p a t i t i s  B, is  - 

p e r c e i v e d  a s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  t h r e a t  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  r e s p o n d e r s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  v o l u n t e e r  p r o v i d e r s  a n d  v o l u n t e e r  

a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e s  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l i m i t e d ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  c o s t  o f  i m m u n i z a t i o n  a g a i n s t  c o m m u n i c a b l e  d i s e a s e s ,  i n  

p a r t i c u l a r  h e p a t i t i s  B, e x c e e d s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  v o l u n t e e r ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  p a y ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  r e c r u i t m e n t  a n d  r e t e n t i o n  o f  v o l u n t e e r  EMI's a n d  v o l u n t e e r  

a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e s  is d e p e n d e n t  o n  p r o v i d i n g  a s  s a f e  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  a s  

p o s s i b l e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  A l a s k a ' s  E M S  v o l ’j n t e e r s  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  

h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  o f  b o t h  A l a s k a n 1? a n d  v i s i t o r s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a  s t r o n g  v o l u n t e e r  E M S  s y s t e m  a f f o r d s  s i g n i f i c a n t  

s a v i n g s  t o  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 1 0  m a n d a t e s  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  

p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  o f  i t s  c i t i z e n s ;

N O W  T H E R E F O R E ,  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  S o u t h e r n  R e g i o n  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  

S e r v i c e s  C o u n c i l ,  Inc. r e q u e s t s  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  

a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  t o  s u p p o r t  a  f r e e ,  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i m m u n i z a t i o n  a n d  t e s t i n g  

p r o g r a m ,  i n c l u d i n g  f r e e  h e p a t i t i s  B  v a c c i n a t i o n s ,  f o r  v o l u n t e e r  E M S  p r o v i d e r s  

i n  A l a s k a .

B E  I T  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D ,  t h a t  t h e  S o u t h e r n  R e g i o n  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  

S e r v i c e s  C o u n c i l ,  Inc. r e q u e s t s  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  

a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  t o  d e v e l o p  a  l o n g - t e r m  p o l i c y  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  f r e e  

conur.uriicable d i s e a s e  v a c c i n a t i o n s  f o r  v o l u n t e e r  E M S  p r o v i d e r s .

E x e c u t e d  t h i s  3 1 s t  d a y  o f  O c t o b e r ,  1990

M a r K  s e a l s ,  secretary'

S o u t h e r n  R e g i o n  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  

S e r v i c e s  C o u n c i l ,  Inc.

WORKING TOGETHER TO SAVE LIVES
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M i c h e l e  R. K i r k m a n  
P . O .  Box 10547 
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 9 9 7 1 0

A p r i l  3 ,  1991

S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
P . O .  Box V 
C a p i t o l ,  Room 427 
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 811

Dear  S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i :

As a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e ,  I  have s e e n  t h e  d e v a s t a t i n g  e f f e c t s  
t h a t  H e p a t i t i s  B has on o n e s '  h e a l t h  and l i f e .  As t h e  p a s t  
c h i e f  o f  an a m b u l a n c e  r e s c u e  s q u a d ,  I  am aware o f  t h e  c o s t s  
o f  p r o v i d i n g  p r o t e c t i o n ,  t h r o u g h  v a c c i n a t i o n  and t e s t i n g ,  t o  
t h o s e  who a r e  a t  r i s k  f o r  c o n t r a c t i n g  t h i s  d i s e a s e .  Many o f  
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  c a r e  i n  
A l a s k a  a r e  v o l u n t e e r  and do n o t  h a v e  t h e  f u n d s  t o  p a y  f o r  
t h i s  p r o t e c t i o n .  S i n c e  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e r s  
a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  e x p o s e d  t o  b l o o d  and body  f l u i d s ,  t h e y  a r e  a t  
a h i g h  r i s k  f o r  c o n t r a c t i n g  H e p a t i t i s  3 .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I  f u l l y  
s u p p o r t  S e n a t e  B i l l  194 and u r g e  y o u  t o  do l i k e w i s e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

M i c h e l e  R.  K i r k m a n , I I I



M i c h e l e  R. K i r k m a n  
P . O .  Box 10547 
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 9 9 7 1 0

A p r i l  3 .  1991

S e n a t o r  C u r t  Menar d 
P . O .  Box V 
C a p i  t o l , Room 9 
• l u ne a u .  AK 9 981 1

Dear S e n a t o r  M e n a r d :

As a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e ,  I have s e e n  t h e  d e v a s t a t i n g  e f f e c t s  
t h a t  H e p a t i t i s  B has on o n e s '  h e a l t h  and l i f e .  As t h e  p a s t  
c h i e f  o f  an a m b u l a n c e  r e s c u e  s q u a d ,  I  am aware o f  t h e  c o s t s  
o f  p r o v i d i n g  p r o t e c t i o n ,  t h r o u g h  v a c c i n a t i o n  and t e s t i n g ,  t o  
t h o s e  who a r e  a t  r i s k  f o r  c o n t r a c t i n g  t h i s  d i s e a s e .  Many o f  
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  c a r e  i n  
A l a s k a  a r e  v o l u n t e e r  and do n o t  h a v e  t h e  f u n d s  t o  pay f o r  
t h i s  p r o t e c t i o n .  S i n c e  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e r s  
a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  e x p o s e d  t o  b l o o d  and b o a y  f l u i d s ,  t h e y  a r e  a t  
a h i g h  r i s k  f o r  c o n t r a c t i n g  H e p a t i t i s  B. T h e r e f o r e ,  I  f u l l y  
s u p p o r t  S e n a t e  B i l l  194 and u r g e  y o u  t o  do l i k e w i s e .

S i n c e r e l y ,
c

M i c h e l *  R. K i r k m a n ,  R . N . . C . ,  EMT I I I
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GEORGE F. GARNETT, M.D., INC.

A p r i l  2 ,  1 9 9 1

D ip lom ate American Board  o f  Fam ily Practice 
245 N. Binkley St., Suite 101 

Soldotna, AK 99669 
Office (907) 262-7700

S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d  

P . O .  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A K .  9 9 S 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d :

I h a v e  r e v i e w e d  S e n a t e  B i l l  N u m b e r  1 9 4  a n d  w o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  

s u p p o r t  -for t h i s  b i l l .  T h e  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  -for h e p a t i t i s  B  

v a c c i n a t i o n s  -for E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e r s .  T h e  w a y  

t h i s  b i l l  i s  w o r d e d  p r o t e c t s  t h e  s t a t e  - f rom l a r g e  e x p e n d i t u r e s  

-for a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  a  m u n i c i p a l i t y .  

H o w e v e r ,  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  p r o t e c t s  v o l u n t e e r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  

p r o v i d e r s  w h o  a r e  n o t  s u p p o r t e d  b y  a n y  m u n i c i p a l i t y  - f r o m  t h e  

r a v a g e s  o f  h e p a t i t i s  B.

H e p a t i t i s  B  c a n  c a u s e  l e n g t h y  i l l n e s s e s  a n d  c a n  c a u s e  a  

v o l u n t e e r  t o  l o o s e  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a m o u n t  o-f t i m e  f r o m  h i s  j o b  o r  

p o s s i b l y  e v e n  l o o s e  h i s  j o b .  I t  i s  n o t  -fair t o  a s k  t h e s e  p e o p l e  

t o  v o l u n t e e r  t h e i r  t i m e  a s  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  a n d  

r i s k  l o s i n g  t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  f a m i l y .  I t h i n k  

t h e  s t a t e  a n d  y o u  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  s h o u l d  s u p p o r t  t h i s  

l e g i s l a t i o n ,  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  p r o t e c t  t h o s e  p e o p l e  o u t  t h e r e  w h o  

a r e  p r o t e c t i n g  o u r  l i v e s .

T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h .

t »_»i  y  c  i •  u a i  • i c u  u  ^  • l a  w  •

G G / m b



A p r i l  3, 1991

S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

R E :  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M e n a r d :

A s  a n  A l a s k a n  w h o  v o l u n t e e r s  t i m e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e .  

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  

B i l l  N o .  124- w h i c h  y o u  i n t r o d u c e d  o n  M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 9 1 .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  

i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

A s  a  v o l u n t e e r ,  I a m  c o n t i n u a l l y  e x p o s e d  t o  h e p a t i t i s  B  b y  v i r t u e  

o f  o u r  s e r v i c e  a r e a .  W e  o f t e n  a r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  t r a n s p o r t

p a t i e n t s  f r o m  s u r r o u n d i n g  v i l l a g e s  v i a  m e d e v a c s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  

a r e  c a r r i e r s  o f  h e p a t i t i s  B .  S i n c e  I  a m  a n  u n p a i d  v o l u n t e e r ,  i t  

w o u l d  b e  a  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  t o  i n c u r  t h e  c o s t  f o r  s c r e e n i n g  a n d  

v a c c i n e  f o r  h e p a t i t i s  B .  M o s t  o f  m y  f e l l o w  v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  

c u r r e n t l y  u n p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  d i s e a s e  d u e  t o  t h e  c o s t .

V o l u n t e e r s  a r e  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  

a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h o s e  v o l u n t e e r s .

A g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  a n d  

t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  o f  o u r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

C h a r l i e  L e a n

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  1 7 1 6

N o m e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 6 2



A p r i l  3, 1991

S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

R E :  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M e n a r d :

A s  a n  A l a s k a n  w h o  v o l u n t e e r s  t i m e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e ,  

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  

B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  w h i c h  y o u  i n t r o d u c e d  o n  M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 9 1 .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  

i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

A s  a  v o l u n t e e r ,  I a m  c o n t i n u a l l y  e x p o s e d  t o  h e p a t i t i s  B  b y  v i r t u e  

o f  o u r  s e r v i c e  a r e a .  W e  o f t e n  a r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  t r a n s p o r t  

p a t i e n t s  f r o m  s u r r o u n d i n g  v i l l a g e s  v i a  m e d e v a c s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  

a r e  c a r r i e r s  o f  h e p a t i t i s  B .  S i n c e  I  a m  a n  u n p a i d  v o l u n t e e r ,  i t  

w o u l d  b e  a  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  t o  i n c u r  t h e  c o s t  f o r  s c r e e n i n g  a n d  

v a c c i n e  f o r  h e p a t i t i s  B .  M o s t  o f  m y  f e l l o w  v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  

c u r r e n t l y  u n p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  d i s e a s e  d u e  t o  t h e  c o s t .

V o l u n t e e r s  a r e  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  

a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h o s e  v o l u n t e e r s .

A g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  a n d  

t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  o f  o u r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

' #V_ V. 1 "V /  L \ ^ v_
L i l l i a n  K o m a k h u k  

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  1 7 0 6  

N o m e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 6 2



A p r i l  3, 1991

S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

R E :  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M e n a r d :

A s  a n  A l a s k a n  w h o  v o l u n t e e r s  t i m e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e ,  

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  A l a s k a  S e n a t e

B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  w h i c h  y o u  i n t r o d u c e d  o n  M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 9 1 .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r

i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

A s  a  v o l u n t e e r ,  I a m  c o n t i n u a l l y  e x p o s e d  t o  h e p a t i t i s  B  b y  v i r t u e  

o f  o u r  s e r v i c e  a r e a .  W e  o f t e n  a r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  t r a n s p o r t  

p a t i e n t s  f r o m  s u r r o u n d i n g  v i l l a g e s  v i a  m e d e v a c s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  

a r e  c a r r i e r s  o f  h e p a t i t i s  B .  S i n c e  I  a m  a n  u n p a i d  v o l u n t e e r ,  i t  

w o u l d  b e  a  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  t o  i n c u r  t h e  c o s t  f o r  s c r e e n i n g  a n d  

v a c c i n e  f o r  h e p a t i t i s  B .  M o s t  o f  m y  f e l l o w  v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  

c u r r e n t l y  u n p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  d i s e a s e  d u e  t o  t h e  c o s t .

V o l u n t e e r s  a r e  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  

a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h o s e  v o l u n t e e r s .

A g a i n ,  I  u r g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  a n d  

t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  o f  o u r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

E l i z a b e t h  P r e z a  

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  1 8 7 1  

N o m e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 6 2



A p r i l  3, 1991

S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

R E :  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M e n a r d :

A s  a n  A l a s k a n  w h o  v o l u n t e e r s  t i m e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e ,  

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  

B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  w h i c h  y o u  i n t r o d u c e d  o n  M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 9 1 .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  

i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

A s  a  v o l u n t e e r ,  I a m  c o n t i n u a l l y  e x p o s e d  t o  h e p a t i t i s  B  b y  v i r t u e  

o f  o u r  s e r v i c e  a r e a .  W e  o f t e n  a r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  t r a n s p o r t  

p a t i e n t s  f r o m  s u r r o u n d i n g  v i l l a g e s  v i a  m e d e v a c s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  

a r e  c a r r i e r s  o f  h e p a t i t i s  B .  S i n c e  I a m  a n  u n p a i d  v o l u n t e e r ,  i t  

w o u l d  b e  a  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  t o  i n c u r  t h e  c o s t  f o r  s c r e e n i n g  a n d  

v a c c i n e  f o r  h e p a t i t i s  B .  M o s t  o f  m y  f e l l o w  v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  

c u r r e n t l y  u n p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  d i s e a s e  d u e  t o  t h e  c o s t .

V o l u n t e e r s  a r e  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  

a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h o s e  v o l u n t e e r s .

A g a i n ,  I  u r g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  a n d  

t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  o f  o u r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

L i z  C o l l i n s

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  6 6 3

N o m e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 6 2



A p r i l  3, 1991

S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

R E :  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M e n a r d :

A s  a n  A l a s k a n  w h o  v o l u n t e e r s  t i m e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e ,  

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e n c o u r r g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  A l a s k a  S e n a t e

B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  w h i c h  y o u  i n t r o d u c e d  o n  M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 9 1 .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r

i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

A s  a  v o l u n t e e r ,  1 a m  c o n t i n u a l l y  e x p o s e d  t o  h e p a t i t i s  B  b y  v i r t u e  

o f  o u r  s e r v i c e  a r e a .  W e  o f t e n  a r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  t r a n s p o r t  

p a t i e n t s  f r o m  s u r r o u n d i n g  v i l l a g e s  v i a  m e d e v a c s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  

a r e  c a r r i e r s  o f  h e p a t i t i s  B .  S i n c e  I a m  a n  u n p a i d  v o l u n t e e r ,  i t  

w o u l d  b e  a  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  t o  i n c u r  t h e  c o s t  f o r  s c r e e n i n g  a n d  

v a c c i n e  f o r  h e p a t i t i s  B .  M o s t  o f  m y  f e l l o w  v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  

c u r r e n t l y  u n p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  d i s e a s e  d u e  t o  t h e  c o s t .

V o l u n t e e r s  a r e  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  

a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h o s e  v o l u n t e e r s .

A g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  a n d  

t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  o f  o u r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

H u n t e r  M i c h e l b r i n k  

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  1 7 7 0  

N o m e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 6 2



A p r i l  3, 1991

S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

R E :  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M e n a r d :

A s  a n  A l a s k a n  w h o  v o l u n t e e r s  t i m e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e ,  

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  A l a s k a  S e n a t e

B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  w h i c h  y o u  i n t r o d u c e d  o n  M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 9 1 .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r

i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

A s  a  v o l u n t e e r ,  I a m  c o n t i n u a l l y  e x p o s e d  t o  h e p a t i t i s  B  b y  v i r t u e  

o f  o u r  s e r v i c e  a r e a .  W e  o f t e n  a r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  t r a n s p o r t  

p a t i e n t s  f r o m  s u r r o u n d i n g  v i l l a g e s  v i a  m e d e v a c s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  

a r e  c a r r i e r s  o f  h e p a t i t i s  B .  S i n c e  I a m  a n  u n p a i d  v o l u n t e e r ,  i t  

w o u l d  b e  a  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  t o  i n c u r  t h e  c o s t  f o r  s c r e e n i n g  a n d  

v a c c i n e  f o r  h e p a t i t i s  B .  M o s t  o f  m y  f e l l o w  v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  

c u r r e n t l y  u n p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  d i s e a s e  d u e  t o  t h e  c o s t .

V o l u n t e e r s  a r e  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  

a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h o s e  v o l u n t e e r s .

A g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  a n d  

t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  o f  o u r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

K
P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  1 0 3 4  

N o m e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 6 2



A p r i l  3, 1991

S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

R E :  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M e n a r d :

A s  a n  A l a s k a n  w h o  v o l u n t e e r s  t i m e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e ,  

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  A l a s k a  S e n a t e

B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  w h i c h  y o u  i n t r o d u c e d  o n  M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 9 1 .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r

i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

A s  a  v o l u n t e e r ,  I a m  c o n t i n u a l l y  e x p o s e d  t o  h e p a t i t i s  B  b y  v i r t u e  

o f  o u r  s e r v i c e  a r e a .  W e  o f t e n  a r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  t r a n s p o r t  

p a t i e n t s  f r o m  s u r r o u n d i n g  v i l l a g e s  v i a  m e d e v a c s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  

a r e  c a r r i e r s  o f  h e p a t i t i s  B .  S i n c e  I a m  a n  u n p a i d  v o l u n t e e r ,  i t  

w o u l d  b e  a  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  t o  i n c u r  t h e  c o s t  f o r  s c r e e n i n g  a n d  

v a c c i n e  f c r  h e p a t i t i s  B .  M o s t  o f  m y  f e l l o w  v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  

c u r r e n t l y  u n p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  d i s e a s e  d u e  t o  t h e  c o s t .

V o l u n t e e r s  a r e  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  

a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h o s e  v o l u n t e e r s .

A g a i n ,  I  u r g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o ,  I S  t a n d  

t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  o f  o u r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

V i k k i  C a r l y l e  

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  1 5 0 6  

N o m e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 6 2



A p r i l  3, 1991

S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

R E :  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M e n a r d :

A s  a n  A l a s k a n  w h o  v o l u n t e e r s  t i m e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e ,  

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  A l a s k a  S e n a t e

B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  w h i c h  y o u  i n t r o d u c e d  o n  M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 9 1 .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r

i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

A s  a  v o l u n t e e r ,  I a m  c o n t i n u a l l y  e x p o s e d  t o  h e p a t i t i s  B  b y  v i r t u e  

o f  o u r  s e r v i c e  a r e a .  W e  o f t e n  a r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  t r a n s p o r t  

p a t i e n t s  f r o m  s u r r o u n d i n g  v i l l a g e s  v i a  m e d e v a c s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  

a r e  c a r r i e r s  o f  h e p a t i t i s  B .  S i n c e  I a m  a n  u n p a i d  v o l u n t e e r ,  i t  

w o u l d  b e  a  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  t o  i n c u r  t h e  c o s t  f o r  s c r e e n i n g  a n d  

v a c c i n e  f o r  h e p a t i t i s  B .  M o s t  o f  m y  f e l l o w  v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  

c u r r e n t l y  u n p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  d i s e a s e  d u e  t o  t h e  c o s t .

V o l u n t e e r s  a r e  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  

a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h o s e  v o l u n t e e r s .

A g a i n ,  I  u r g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  a n d  

t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  o f  o u r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

M i k e  S u l t o n

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  1 4 6 4

N o m e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 6 2



A p r i l  3, 1991

S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

R E :  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M e n a r d :

A s  a n  A l a s k a n  w h o  v o l u n t e e r s  t i m e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e ,  

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  A l a s k a  S e n a t e

B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  w h i c h  y o u  i n t r o d u c e d  o n  M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 9 1 .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r

i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

A s  a  v o l u n t e e r ,  I a m  c o n t i n u a l l y  e x p o s e d  t o  h e p a t i t i s  B  b y  v i r t u e  

o f  o u r  s e r v i c e  a r e a .  W e  o f t e n  a r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  t r a n s p o r t  

p a t i e n t s  f r o m  s u r r o u n d i n g  v i l l a g e s  v i a  m e d e v a c s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  

a r e  c a r r i e r s  o f  h e p a t i t i s  B .  S i n c e  I  a m  a n  u n p a i d  v o l u n t e e r ,  i t  

w o u l d  b e  a  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  t o  i n c u r  t h e  c o s t  f o r  s c r e e n i n g  a n d  

v a c c i n e  f o r  h e p a t i t i s  B .  M o s t  o f  m y  f e l l o w  v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  

c u r r e n t l y  u n p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  d i s e a s e  d u e  t o  t h e  c o s t .

V o l u n t e e r s  a r e  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  

a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h o s e  v o l u n t e e r s .

A g a i n ,  I  u r g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  a n d  

t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  o f  o u r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

W e s l e y  a n d  D i a n e  L u t  

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  1 4 ^ 1  

N o m e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 6 2



A p r i l  3, 1991

S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

R E :  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M e n a r d :

A s  a n  A l a s k a n  w h o  v o l u n t e e r s  t i m e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e ,  

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  

B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  w h i c h  y o u  i n t r o d u c e d  o n  M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 9 1 .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  

i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

A s  a  v o l u n t e e r ,  I a m  c o n t i n u a l l y  e x p o s e d  t o  h e p a t i t i s  B  b y  v i r t u e  

o f  o u r  s e r v i c e  a r e a .  W e  o f t e n  a r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  t r a n s p o r t  

p a t i e n t s  f r o m  s u r r o u n d i n g  v i l l a g e s  v i a  m e d e v a c s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  

a r e  c a r r i e r s  o f  h e p a t i t i s  B .  S i n c e  I  a m  a n  u n p a i d  v o l u n t e e r ,  i t  

w o u l d  b e  a  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  t o  i n c u r  t h e  c o s t  f o r  s c r e e n i n g  a n d  

v a c c i n e  f o r  h e p a t i t i s  B .  M o s t  o f  m y  f e l l o w  v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  

c u r r e n t l y  u n p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  d i s e a s e  d u e  t o  t h e  c o s t .

V o l u n t e e r s  a r e  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  

a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h o s e  v o l u n t e e r s .

A g a i n ,  I  u r g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  a n d  

t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  o f  o u r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

N a n c y  L .  C a l a n d r e i l i  

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  1 0 4 1  

N o m e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 6 2



A p r i l  3, 1991

S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

R E :  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M e n a r d :

A s  a n  A l a s k a n  w h o  v o l u n t e e r s  t i m e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e ,  

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  A l a s k a  S e n a t e

B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  w h i c h  y o u  i n t r o d u c e d  o n  M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 9 1 .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r

i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

A s  a  v o l u n t e e r ,  I a m  c o n t i n u a l l y  e x p o s e d  t o  h e p a t i t i s  B  b y  v i r t u e  

o f  o u r  s e r v i c e  a r e a .  W e  o f t e n  a r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  t r a n s p o r t  

p a t i e n t s  f r o m  s u r r o u n d i n g  v i l l a g e s  v i a  m e d e v a c s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  

a r e  c a r r i e r s  o f  h e p a t i t i s  B .  S i n c e  I  a m  a n  u n p a i d  v o l u n t e e r ,  i t  

w o u l d  b e  a  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  t o  i n c u r  t h e  c o s t  f o r  s c r e e n i n g  a n d  

v a c c i n e  f o r  h e p a t i t i s  B .  M o s t  o f  m y  f e l l o w  v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  

c u r r e n t l y  u n p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  d i s e a s e  d u e  t o  t h e  c o s t .

V o l u n t e e r s  a r e  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a..l t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  

a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h o s e  v o l u n t e e r s .

A g a i n ,  I  u r g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  a n d  

t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  o f  o u r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

T e r r y  C a l a n d r e l l i  

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  1 0 4 1  

N o m e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 6 2



A p r i l  3, 1991

S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

R E :  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M e n a r d :

A s  a n  A l a s k a n  w h o  v o l u n t e e r s  t i m e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e ,  

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  

B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  w h i c h  y o u  i n t r o d u c e d  o n  M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 9 1 .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  

i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

A s  a  v o l u n t e e r ,  ± a m  c o n t i n u a l l y  e x p o s e d  t o  h e p a t i t i s  B  b y  v i r t u e  

o f  o u r  s e r v i c e  a r e a .  W e  o f t e n  a r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  t r a n s p o r t

p a t i e n t s  f r o m  s u r r o u n d i n g  v i l l a g e s  v i a  m e d e v a c s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  

a r e  c a r r i e r s  o f  h e p a t i t i s  B .  S i n c e  I a m  a n  u n p a i d  v o l u n t e e r ,  i t  

w o u l d  b e  a  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  t o  i n c u r  t h e  c o s t  f o r  s c r e e n i n g  a n d  

v a c c i n e  f o r  h e p a t i t i s  B .  M o s t  o f  m y  f e l l o w  v o l u n t e e r s  a r e

c u r r e n t l y  u n p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  d i s e a s e  d u e  t o  t h e  c o s t .

V o l u n t e e r s  a r e  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  

a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h o s e  v o l u n t e e r s .

A g a i n ,  I  u r g e  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 4  a n d  

t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  o f  o u r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

M a r k  H u n t

P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  2 0 7 4  

N o m e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 6 2



res*
'

P U BLIC  opinion MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR MENARD

NAME! ROBBY BENSON 
T IT L E : C IT Y  CLERK/TREASURER 

ADDRESS: P .O . COX CC?
C IT Y : DELTA JC T . Z I P :  9 9 7 3 7

PHONE: 0 9 5 -4 6 5 6  
B IL L  NO: SB 194
S U BJEC T: H E P A T IT IS  B SHOTS FOP SERVICE PROVIDERS
MESSAGE: ON BEHALF OF THE OELTA JUNCTION C IT Y  C O U N C IL, HE REQUEST YOUR SUPPORT 

OF SENATE B IL L  1 9 4 . THANK YOU.

POMIO: 0 3 1 0 3 8 5 7  
D ATE! 9 1 X 0 3 /3 3  
T IM E : 1 0 :3 3 :5 7  

LIO N A N E : DELTA JUNCTION L IO

c o p i e s : p e p p e s e n t a t iv e  s e n a t o r s

GONZALES SHULTZ
STURGULEWSKI
FISCHER
COTTCN
HOFFMAN



PUBLIC O PIN IO N  MESSAGE
DEAR: SENATOR MCNAPD
NAME: TERESA D . STONE 

7 T T L E : EMS COOROINATGR -  KAMA 
ADDRESS: ‘<03 CENTER S T.

C ITY"- KODIAK Z I P :  0 0 * 1 5
PHONE: > .5 6 -5 7 :5  

P IL L  NO: SS 17-4
SUBJECT: H E P A T IT IS  B SHOTS TOP SERVICE PROVIDERS
MESSAGE: I  WOULD L I '  E TO ENCOURAGE YCUR SUPFCRT FOR T H IS  B IL L .  THEPE IS  A

GREAT HEED TOR T H IS  PROTECTION AMONG THE VOLUNTEERS AS WELL AS P AID  
EMPLOYEES. I  HAVE WORKED AS AN EMS VOLUNTEEP FOR SEVEPVL TEAPS.

I  AM CURRENTLr THE KODIAK ISLAND  EMS COORDINATOR. THANK 10U FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT.

POMIO: 0 9 1 6 3 3 5 7  
D ATE: 9 1 /0 4 /0 3  
T IM E : 1 6 :3 3 :5 7  

LIO NAM E: KODIAK L IO

C O P IE S : REPRESENTATIVE SENATORS

DAVIDSON ZHAROFF
KERTTULA
PO'.,pC!!OT
DUNCAN
ADAMS
U E H LIN 3
HOFFMAN
SHULTZ
STURGULEWSKI
FISCHER
COTTEN



PU BLIC O PIN IO N  MESSAGE
DEAR: SENATOR MENARD
NAME: MEPRICK FEICE 

TITLE:
ADDRESS: 175 BLUE FOX RUN

CITY: FAIRBANKS Zip: 99713
p:;ons: 457-3600

BILL NO: SB lp.V
SUBJECT: HEPATITIS B SHOTS FOR SERVICE PROVIDERS
MESSAGE: HEPATITUS B IS A DEADLY DISEASE THAT KILLS OVER 3000 HEALTH CARE 

WORKERS ANNUALLY. WORLDWIDE IT KILLS 3 MILLION PEOPLE ANNUALLY. BY COMPARISON 
HEPATITUS KILLS FAR HOPE PEOPLE THAN THE WELL PUBLIZISED AIDS VIRUS. IN ALASKA 
EMS PERSONNEL ARE AT A RISK OF BEING EXPOSED TO, AND CONTRACTING HEPATITUS B.
IT IS TIME THAT LEGISLATION SUCH AS SB 194 BECAME LAW. THANK YOU. EOM/CS

FOMID: 07134643 
DATE: 91/04/03 
TIME: 13=46:43 

LIONAME: FAIRBANKS LIO

COPIES: SENATORS

AOAMS
COLLINS
GOTTEN
DUNCAN
ELIASON
FAHRENKAMP
FISCHER
FRANK
HALFORD
HOFFMAN
JONES
KERTTUIA
PEARCE
FOURCHOT
PCDEY
SMULTL
STURGULEWSKI
UEHLINS
ZMAROFF



W E ^ c r v i r a r T o T Z Z W :  T c ” n o  . T f T I / f s ) s T i o r t  s u b j e c t ; d a t e

T / C  NO: 
D A T E : 
SPONSOR: 
S UB J EC T : 
MODERATOR 
S I T E :

9 1 -0 4 -0 9 5  
A P R IL  19,  1991 
SENATE HESS 
SB 1° 4 , M U LTIPLE 
DONNA GRENIER 
VALDEZ

P A R T I C I P A N T  L I S T i r l

F IN A L  S T A I S

ft--ft- ft- ft- ft- ft- -ft- a  ft-ft--ft- -ft- ft- -ft- -ft- -ft- ft- •)(■ ft ft ft ft ft- ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft- ft ft ft ft

T E S T IF IE D

NAME/REPRESENTING 
1 . CHARLES LUNBFELT

F IR E  CH IEF

AI)DRr '"! •. L, o

MAY WISH TO 
T E S T IF Y  LATER

PHONE B IL L  NO. 
SB1 94

ft ft- ft ft ft ft ft ft ft- ft- ft- ft- ft ft ft ft ft «  ft ft ft ft-«-» «  ft »  «• ft- «• ft ft- ft)(ft « ft «  ft- ft ft ft- K K «  ft ft ft •» «  «•)-. ft ft «• it K )(ft « ft « ft «• «•

OBSERVED

NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE B IL L  NO.
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T E S T IF  IE D  
UNABLE; 
OBSERVED - 
TOTAL

START r I ME 1 NO T I M L -




