


FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date: _____________________
jjjlg . School Term_________

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

1991 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

Department Alfected: Education
0 P)U; _______K-12 Support_______
Component: Fnnnrfa t i n n

Sponsor:
Requestor:

Fi scher

F is c h e r COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 1 4 1

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING -n - -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 - - 0 -

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands oi Dollars)

GENERAL FUND

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 - -n - - 0 -

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME

PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact:.

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

Prepared By: Marv Hakala / /  j . L____________________ Phone: 4FF-9ann____________________
Division: Commissioner's O f f ic e  H — / /  L   Date: 2/21/91__________________________

Approved by Commissioner: /SteVe Hol^.l ActinnCommissioner_______________________________________
Agency: ■ Education________________________________________________________________________ Date; 2/21/91______________
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Senator Paul Fischer 
Senate District D 
Box 784
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 
(907) 262-9420 W 

262-9269 H
MEMORANDUM

State Senate

While In Juneau
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-3791

TO:

FROM:

SU BJECT:

S e n a to r A r l i s s  S tu rg u le w s k i, Chairm an 
Sen ate  H e a lth , E d u ca tio n  and 

S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s  Committee

S e n a to r P a u l F is c h e r &?■
Sen ate  B i l l  132
(le n g th  o f  th e  sch o o l term )

DATE: F e b ru a ry  2 5 , 1991

I  would a p p re c ia te  yo u r s c h e d u lin g  th e  above re fe re n c e d  b i l l  
f o r  a h e a r in g  b e fo re  th e  Sen ate  H e a lth , E d u ca tio n  and S o c ia l  
S e r v ic e s  Committee a t  yo u r e a r l i e s t  p o s s ib le  co n v e n ie n c e .

As a you a re  aw are , t h i s  s u b je c t  has been b e fo re  us b e fo re .
L a s t  s e s s io n  i t  was p assed  by both b o d ie s  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ;  
ho w ever, i t  was u l t im a t e ly  ve to ed  by th e  G overnor Cowper.
S e n a te  B i l l  132 i s  id e n t ic a l  to  HCS Sen ate  B i l l  1 7 1 (HESS) from 
l a s t  s e s s io n .

C e r t a in  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  s t a t e  p r e s e n t ly  r e c e iv e  l e s s  th an  th e  
s ta n d a rd  180 days o f  in s t r u c t io n  th a t  i s  mandated by la w .
Some o f  th e se  ab sen ces a re  a t t r ib u t e d  to  s u b s is te n c e  l i f e s t y l e s  
o f  p a re n ts  d u rin g  h u n tin g  and f i s h in g  p e r io d s , a s  w e l l  a s  
co m m ercia l f i s h in g  o p e n in g s . In  tu r n , c h i ld r e n  lo s e  v a lu a b le  
e d u c a t io n a l o p p o r tu n it ie s  and sc h o o ls  j u s t  in d ic a t e  th e  c h ild r e n  
a s  b e in g  a b se n t . T h is  l e g i s l a t io n  s im p ly  g iv e s  a lo c a l  sch o o l 
board  th e  d is c r e t io n  to  a d ju s t  th e  sch o o l day to  accom odate th e  
d i f f e r e n t  l i f e s t y l e  needs as w e l l  as a l lo w  fo r  o th e r  s i t u a t io n s  
t h a t  m ight cau se  a c lo s u re  o f  a s c h o o l.

C u rre n t  law  p r e s e n t ly  a l lo w s  fo r  ad ju stm e n ts  o f  th e  sch o o l term  
f o r  c o r r e c t io n  o f a sb e s to s  p ro b lem s. O th er c o n d it io n s  t h a t  may 
a r i s e  to  fo rc e  a c lo s u re  would be fro z e n  p ip e s , f lo o d in g , o r 
v o lc a n ic  e ru p t io n s  a s  e xp e rie n ce d  on th e  K en a i p e n in s u la  j u s t  
l a s t  y e a r .

I  have a tta ch e d  back up in fo rm a t io n  f o r  th e  com m ittee f i l e s .

Your c o n s id e ra t io n  would be g r e a t ly  a p p re c ia te d .

PAF/sgn
A ttach m en ts



S t a t e  o  e  A  l a  s  k: a
OFFICE OF THE CSOVERNOP

J o n  e a o

May 16 , 1990

The H o no rab le  Tim  K e l l y  
P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  Sen ate  
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g is la t u r e  
P .O . Box V 
Ju n e a u , AK 99811

D ear M r. P r e s id e n t :

Under th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a r t .  I I ,  s e c .  15 , o f  th e  A la s k a  
C o n s t i t u t io n ,  I  have ve to ed  th e  fo l lo w in g  b i l l :

HOUSE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE 
FOR SENATE B IL L  NO. 171 (HESS)
(R e la t in g  to  th e  sc h o o l te rm .)

T h is  b i l l  w ould have amended AS 1 4 .0 3 .0 3 0  (Len g th  o f  S ch o o l 
T e rm ). Under th e  lang uage  o f  th e  b i l l ,  the  C om m issioner o f 
E d u c a t io n  h as  th e  a u t h o r i t y  to  approve a s c h o o l term  o f  
"n o t le s s  th an  160 d a y s"  fo r  any re a s o n , i f  re q u e s te d  by a 
lo c a l  b o a rd . The o r ig in a l  lang uag e  o f  AS 1 4 .0 3 .0 3 0  a llo w s  
a s h o r t e r  term  o n ly  when s tu d e n t  h e a lth  o r  s a f e t y  i s  
th re a te n e d ,

I  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  was d ir e c te d  a t  m eeting  
th e  u n iq u e  needs o f  a v e r y  s m a ll number o f  s c h o o ls .  In  
a tte m p tin g  to  accommodate th e  needs o f  th e se  few  s tu d e n ts , 
th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  g ra n ts  u n u s u a l ly  broad powers to  th e  
co m m iss io n e r in  an a re a  w h ich  sh o u ld  be o f co n ce rn  to  s t a t e  
p o l ic y  m a k e rs .

We know t h a t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  re a so n  fo r  lo w e r sc h o o l 
ach ievem en t in  t h i s  c o u n try  i s  th e  r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  sch o o l 
term  compared w ith  o th e r  in d u s t r i a l i z e d  n a t io n s .  In  
a d d it io n ,  A la s k a 's  s t a t u t e  i s  a lr e a d y  more l i b e r a l  th an  
many o th e r  s t a t e s  in  a l lo w in g  in - s e r v ic e  t r a in in g  days to  
be counted  as  p a r t  o f  th e  180-day s c h o o l y e a r .  Many s t a t e s  
i n s i s t  t h a t  th e  m andatory s c h o o l term  be made up o f  
i n s t r u c t io n a l  d a y s , w ith  in - s e r v i c e  days added to  th e  
t o t a l .  I t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  under th e  new lang uage some 
d i s t r i c t s  w i l l  p re s s u re  fo r  s h o r t e r  term s to  accommodate 
p a r t i c u l a r  l i f e  s t y l e s .  W h ile  s e n s i t i v i t y  to  community 
needs i s  n e c e s s a r y , a s h o r t e r  sc h o o l term  m e re ly  
e x a c e rb a te s  th e  problem  o f  r e l a t i v e l y  poor s tu d e n t
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a c h ie v e m e n t i n  m any a r e a s  o f  o u r  s t a t e ,  a s e v id e n c e d  b y  t h e  
r e c e n t  s t a t e w i d e  a s s e s s m e n t r e s u l t s .

T he c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e  a l l o w s  f o r  a s h o r t e r  s c h o o l t e rm  u n d e r 
e m e rg e n c y  s i t u a t i o n s .  T o a l l o w  a s h o r t e r  s c h o o l t e rm  f o r  
a n y o t h e r ,  l e s s  c o m p e l l i n g  r e a s o n  w o u ld  p e n a l i z e  o u r  
s t u d e n t s .  I  am t h e r e f o r e  v e t o

.9 te v e  C ow p e r 
G o v e r n o r


