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Sen a te  B i l l  No. 128

S e n a te  B i l l  No. 128 a p p ro p r ia te s  $4 
m i l l io n  to  th e  A la s k a  C h i ld r e n 's  T r u s t  
Fund . T h is  fund was e s t a b l is h e d  l e g i s ­
l a t i v e l y  in  1988 and i s  meant to  
p ro v id e  co n tin u o u s fu n d in g  f o r  program s 
in  A la sk a n  com m unities aim ed a t  th e  
p re v e n t io n  o f c h i ld  abuse and n e g le c t .

T h is  a p p ro p r ia t io n  w i l l  c o n s t i t u t e  the 
p r in c ip le  o f th e  fu n d . The in t e r e s t  
y i e ld  w i l l  be a p p ro p r ia te d  a n n u a lly  fo r  
e x p e n d itu re  in  g ra n t  form  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
f o r  p re v e n ta t iv e  p rogram s.

As t h i s  b i l l  a p p ro p r ia te s  money fo r  
a t r u s t  fund c re a te d  by p r io r  
l e g i s l a t io n ,  I ' l l  a p p re c ia te  yo u r 
q u ic k  c o n s id e ra t io n . Thank you .

WE SUPPORT

□MADE IN 
ALASKA
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ALASKA COMMISSION ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH

POSITION PAPER
House B i l l  50 :  Making an App r op r i a t i o n  to the

Al aska Ch i l d r e n ' s  Tr us t  Fund

The Al aska Ch i l d r e n ' s  T r us t  Fund was e s t a b l i s h e d  by s t a t u t e  
in 1988 .  Al aska i s  one o f  49 s t a t e s  to have e s t a b l i s h e d  
such fund s i nce 1980.
T r us t  f unds were c r e a t ed  to accompl i sh  ■ two g o a l s :  to f ocus
on the i n c r e a s i n g l y  high numbers o f  r epo r t ed  cases  o f  c h i l d  
abuse ,  and to fund p r e v en t i on  programs at  the communi ty 
l e v e l  .
The Al aska  Ch i l d r e n ' s  T r u s t  Fund i s des i gned t o  p r ov i de  
f unds to communi ty-based c h i l d  abuse p r e v en t i on  programs 
o n l y . Funds are awarded thr ough a c ompe t i t i v e - g r ant  
p r o c e s s ,  us ing the net  income o f  the Fund.  The s t a t u t e  
r e qu i r e s  t ha t  the p r i n c i p a l  r emain in the Fund in p e r p e t u i t y  
and t ha t  on l y  the net  income f r om i nves tment s  be used as a 
f undi ng s ou r ce .
There can be no doubt  t h a t  c h i l d  abuse i s  a s e r i o u s  probl em 
in our  s t a t e .  In FY90 a l o n e ,  the D i v i s i o n  o f  Fami l y  and 
Youth Se r v i ce s  i n v e s t i g a t e d  8 , 0 0 0  r e p o r t s  o f  c h i l d  abuse - 
and t he r e  i s gene r a l  agreement  t h a t  t h i s  i s  on l y  a f r a c t i o n  
o f  the t o t a l  number o f  c h i l d r e n  who s u f f e r  v i o l e n t  p h y s i c a l ,  
s e x u a l ,  and mental  abuse each and eve r y  day in our  s t a t e .
The l egacy  o f  c h i l d  abuse shou l d be appa r ent  t o anyone who 
l i s t e n s  to the news o r  r eads the paper :  our  j a i l s ,  
t r ea tment  pr ogr ams ,  runaway s h e l t e r s ,  and couns e l i ng  
programs a r e  f i l l e d  wi th peopl e who were abused as c h i l d r e n .  
The on l y  way to s top the cyc l e  o f  v i o l e n c e  - and to begin to 
chip away at  the enormous cos t  o f  t r ea tment  - i s  through p r even t i  o n .
P r e ven t i on  i s a good,  sound i nves tmen t .  The U. S .  House 
S e l e c t  Commit tee on Ch i l d r e n ,  Youth ,  and Fami l i e s  e s t ima t e s  
t ha t  f o r  eve r y  d o l l a r  spent  on p r e v e n t i o n ,  t h r ee  to ten 
d o l l a r s  a r e  saved in t r e a tmen t ,  i n c a r c e r a t i o n ,  and s o c i e t a l  
c o s t s .  I t  i s f a r  more c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  to fund a
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communi ty-based p r even t i on  program than i t  i s to bu i l d  
ano t he r  j a i l .
In FY8 8 , a t o t a l  o f  $21 m i l l i o n  was a l l o c a t e d  through 43 
s t a t e  t r u s t  f unds to suppor t  more than 1 , 2 0 0  programs - an 
i nc r eas e  o f  20% ove r  FY87.  The types o f  programs most 
f r e q u e n t l y  funded i nc l ude  suppo r t  programs f o r  new p a r e n t s ,  
p r e - p a r e n t i n g  programs f o r  t e en s ,  programs f o r  high r i s k  
p a r e n t s ,  pub l i c  i n f o rma t i o n  and educa t i on  on c h i l d  abuse ,  
and s p e c i a l i z e d  programs f o r  subs t ance abusing and i n c a r c e r a t e d  pa r en t s .
The Na t i ona l  A l l i a n c e  of  Ch i l d r e n ' s  Tr us t  Funds,  which 
t r acks  and moni t o r s  the s t a t u s  o f  a l l  49 s t a t e s '  f unds ,  
r e p o r t s  t ha t  d i r e c t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  ar e the most s t a b l e  
sour ces  o f  f undi ng f o r  c h i l d r e n ' s  t r u s t  f unds ,  account i ng 
f o r  39% o f  r evenue.  House B i l l  50 i s the f i r s t  a t t empt  to 
c a p i t a l i z e  the Al aska Ch i l d r e n ' s  T r us t  Fund. The b i l l  i s  a 
top p r i o r i t y  o f  the Al aska Commissi on on Ch i l d r en  and Youth,  
the e n t i t y  des i gna t ed to s e r ve  as the Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  o f  
the Tr us t  Fund.
We l ook f o rward to an o ppo r t un i t y  t o work wi th the 
Depar tment  o f  Revenue in making a sound i nves tment  o f  t h i s  
a l l o c a t i o n  and awarding g r an t s  to c h i l d  abuse p r even t i on  
programs in your  communi ty.
We urge your  s t r ong suppor t  o f  t h i s  b i l l .

Cont ac t :  Ca r l a  Timpone,  Execut i ve  D i r e c t o r



Re: HB 50

t e s t i m o n y  o f  S a r a l y n  T a b a c h n i c k ,  M Ed
March 7 ,  1991

C h i l d r e n 's  P rogram  D i r e c to r  
AWARE, In c .
Box 20809 
Ju n e a u , AK 99802

A 1981 s tu d y  funded  by th e  N a t io n a l  C e n te r  on C h ild  Abuse & N e g le c t found th a t  
h a l f  o f  c h i ld r e n  who came to  s h e l t e r s  w re th e m s e lv e s  p h y s i c a l ly  o r  s e x u a l ly  a b u se d .
In  th e  s t a t e  o f  A la s k a , 19 ,000  women w ere  ab u sed  by t h e i r  p a r t n e r s  in  1986; 63Z 
th o s e  women had c h i l d r e n  who were a b u s e d . F u r th e r ,  when c h i ld r e n  w i tn e s s  abuse  in  
t h e i r  f a m i ly ,  th e y  a re  l e a r n in g  from  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  t h a t  v io le n c e  i s  an a c c e p ta b le  
way to  s o lv e  p ro b le m s . Sons who w i tn e s s  t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  v io le n c e  have  a 1000 % g r e a t e r  
ch an ce  o f  becom ing a b u s e r s  th a n  th o s e  who do n o t .

T h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  s a f e  s h e l t e r  f o r  b a t t e r e d  w o m e n  & t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i s  
c l e a r -  n o t  o n l y  d o e s  i t  p r e v e n t  w o m e n  f r o m  b e i n g  a b u s e d ,  i t  a l s o  p r o t e c t s  c h i l d r e n  
f r o m  v i o l e n c e .  A n d  w h i l e  w o m e n  & c h i l d r e n  a r e  i n  s h e l t e r ,  w e  f a c i l i t a t e  p e r s o n a l  
s a f e t y  & e d u c a t i o n  g r o u p s  t o  e m p o w e r  t h e m  w i t h  t h e  s k i l l s  & s u p p o r t  t o  h e l p  t h e m  k e e p  
t h e m s e l v e s  s a f e .  B y  p r o v i d i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  w e  c a n  p r e v e n t  t h e  g e n e r a ­
t i o n a l  c y c l e  o f  a b u s e .

H u m a n s  a r e  b o r n  d e f e n s e l e s s .  We a r e  t o t a l l y  d e p e n d e n t - u p o n  o t h e r s  t o  m e e t  o u r  n e e d s ,  
t o  p r o t e c t  u s ,  k e e p  u s  s a f e ,  c a r e  f o r  u s ,  l o v e  & n u r t u r e  u s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  
j o b  o f  a  p a r e n t .  Y e t  w h e n  w e  d o  n o t  h a v e  o u r  b a s i c  n e e d s  m e t ,  w h e n  c h i l d r e n  a r e  
h u m i l i a t e d ,  n e g l e c t e d ,  t h r e a t e n e d ,  p h y s i c a l l y  & s e x u a l l y  a b u s e d  b y  t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  
w a s  t o  h a v e  p r o t e c t e d  & c a r e d  f o r  t h e m ,  t h e  b e t r a y a l  o f  t r u s t  a  c h i l d  f e e l s  l e a v e s  
a  l o n g  & d e e p  s c a r .  C h i l d  a b u s e  c a n  b e  & i s  p h y s i c a l l y  & e m o t i o n a l l y  l i f e  t h r e a t e n i n g .  
W e  n e e d  t o  p r o t e c t  c h i l d r e n s '  l i v e s  & s p i r i t s .  W e  n e e d  t o  w o r k  t o  p r e v e n t  v i o l e n c e ,
& p r e v e n t  c h i l d  a b u s e .

T o  d o  t h i s ,  w e  m u s t  h a v e  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  & s y s t e m s .  We  m u s t  p r o v i d e  
p r e v e n t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  c h i l d r e n  s o  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  p r o t e c t  t h e m s e l v e s .  We  n e e d  
t o  t e a c h  t h e m  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  s a y  n o  t o  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o u c h ,  l e a r n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
t e l l i n g  a n  a d u l t ,  & k n o w  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  t o  b l a m e ,  t h e y  d i d n ' t  d o  a n y t h i n g  w r o n g ,  
b e c a u s e  a n  a d u l t  a b u s e d  t h e m  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  t h e y  a r e  b a d .

L a s t  w e e k ,  t h e  P r e v e n t i o n / E d u c a t i o n  S p e c i a l i s t  a t  A W A R E  p r o v i d e d  3 ,  4 5  m i n u t e  
p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s .  A f t e r  h e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  1 2  s t u d e n t s  c a m e  
t o  s p e a k  t o  h e r ,  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  a b o u ' :  p e r s o n a l  s a f e t y  c o n c e r n s .

W e  m u s t  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  p a r e n t s  a s  w e l l ,  s o  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  o f f e r  t h e  l o v i n g  
c a r e  a  c h i l d  n e e d s  t o  d e v e l o p  h i s  p o t e n t i a l .  We  m u s t  o f f e r  p a r e n t  s u p p o r t  g r o u p s  
a n d  i n t e r v e n t i o n  w h e n  p a r e n t s  a r e  a b u s i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  o r  f e a r  t h e y  m a y  d o  s o .
B y  p r o v i d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  c h i l d r e n  a n d  p a r e n t s ,  w e  p r e v e n t  a b u s e .  B y  p r o v i d i n g  
s a f e  s h e l t e r  f o r  b a t t e r e d  w o m e n  & t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  w e  p r e v e n t  a b u s e .

T h e r e  a r e  n o  c h i l d r e n  t e s t i f y i n g  h e r e  t o d a y .  T h e y  d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  w a y s  o r  m e a n s  o r  
w o r d s  t o  s p e a k  t o  y o u .  I  a m  h e r e  o n  b e h a l f  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  t o  a d v o c a t e  f o r  c h i l d r e n s '  
n e e d s ,  f o r  t h e i r  s a f e t y  & w e l l - b e i n g ,  f o r  t h e i r  c a r e  & p r o t e c t i o n .  C h i l d r e n  d e s e r v e  
t h e s e  t h i n g s .  I t ' s  n o t  t h e i r  f a u l t  i f  t h e y  d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e m .  I t ' s  o u r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  p r o v i d e  t h e m .  We  a l l  n e e d  t o  d o  w h a t  w e  c a n  t o  a d v o c a t e  f o r  t h o s e  w h o s e  v o i c e s  
a r e  n o t  h e a r d .
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Lynn S q u ire s , MA
Tongass Community C o u n se lin g  C e n te r 
March 7, 1991

Testim ony on HB 3 r €  j O

I  wear a co u p le  o f h a ts  w ith  Tongass Community C o u n se lin g  C e n te r . 
I  work w ith  both the F a m ily  S e r v ic e s  Treatm ent Program and Sex 
O ffend er Treatm ent Program . T h a t may sound c o n t r a d ic to ry , b u t 
most o f o u r o ffe n d e rs  were a ls o  v ic t im s  -  some s tu d ie s  say  th a t  
from 1/3 to  2/3 o f o ffe n d e rs  a re  a ls o  se x u a l a s s a u lt  v ic t im s .
Most o f them have f a m i l ie s  th a t  a re  c h a ra c te r iz e d  by h ig h  le v e l s  
o f d y s fu n c t io n . W orking w ith  th e se  two groups becomes much more 
co m p atib le  i f  you keep th a t  in  m ind.

These p a r t i c u la r  s t a t i s t i c s  a re  p e rs o n a liz e d  fo r  me in  tha 
o f the men I  work w ith  a t  Lemon C reek C o r re c t io n a l C en ter 
v ic t im s  o f  p h y s ic a l  o r s e x u a l a s s a u l t .  I  c e r t a in ly  b e l ie v e  th a t  
the key to  d e c re a s in g  the r a t e  o f  r e c id iv is m  i s  tre a tm e n t. 
S t a t i s t i c s  prove th a t  in c a r c e r a t io n  i t s e l f  does not d e te r  se x  
o ffe n d e rs  from re - o f fe n d in g .

How does t h i s  t i e  in to  the F a m ily  S e r v ic e s  Treatm ent Program? 
Treatm ent i s  the key to  p re v e n t in g  t h i s  in t e r - g e n e ra t io n a l c y c le  
o f v io le n c e  from p e rp e tu a t in g  i t s e l f .  We know th a t  o fte n  th e  
abused become the a b u se rs ; th a t  peop le  re -e n a c t  t h e i r  ch ild h o o d  
traum as. Women abused as c h i ld r e n  e i t h e r  become ab u se rs  o r e n te r  
in to  a b u s ive  r e la t io n s h ip s .  Men abused as c h ild re n  become 
a b u se rs . The v ic t im s  b e g in  to  id e n t i f y  w ith  the v ic t im iz e r s  - 
why not? -  t h a t ' s  a much more p o w e rfu l p o s it io n  than th a t  o f a 
v ic t im .

What goes in t o  p re v e n tio n ?  We g et r e f e r r a l s  fo r  f a m i l ie s  in  
c r i s i s .  E i t h e r  the  c h i ld  i s  a c t in g  o u t , has been abused and 
taken  from th e  home, o r has been s e x u a l ly  a s s a u lt  and th e  s o c ia l  
w orker f e e l s  th ey  would b e n e f i t  from tre a tm e n t . There needs to  
be a number o f re s o u rc e s  a v a i la b le  fo r  a fa m ily  in  c r i s i s .  One
fa m ily  r e c e iv in g  s e r v ic e s  from  T o n g a ss 's  F a m ily  S e r v ic e s  
Treatm ent Program has a mom who i s  a re c o v e r in g  a lc o h o l ic .  She
needs, o r  has needed, s e r v ic e s  from Juneau Recovery U n it , N a t iv e s  
fo r  S o b r ie ty , A lc o h o lic s  Anonymous and To n g ass . Dad i s  a sex  
o ffe n d e r r e c e iv in g  p r iv a t e  th e ra p y  s e r v ic e s .  The son i s  in  
sc h o o l, i s  in v o lv e d  in  B ig  B ro th e rs / B ig  S i s t e r s ,  and in d iv id u a l  
th e rap y  w ith  Tongass. The d aughter i s  in  sc h o o l, re c e iv e s  
tre a tm en t from M ilam , s p e c ia l  tu to r in g  and a lc o h o l program s, and 
i s  in  a group a t  To ng ass.
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T h a t 's  a lo t  o f re so u rce s  th a t  one fa m ily  needs, and th is  
s i t u a t io n / f a m i ly  i s  not a t y p ic a l .  T h is  i s  in d ic a t iv e  of the 
depth o f the c r i s i s .

Why fa m ily  tre a tm e n t?  Why not ju s t  t r e a t  the k id s ?  We fe e l  th a t  
i s o la t in g  the  c h ild re n  fo r  s e r v ic e s  p e rp e tu a te s  the problem . We 
b e lie v e  you have to in te rv e n e  a t  a f a m ily  system s le v e l .
P a re n t in g  s k i l l s ,  e d u ca t io n , d eve lo p in g  a v a r ie t y  o f fa m ily  
r o le s ,  b e s id e s  scapegoat and r e b e l ,  a re  e s s e n t ia l .  We attem pt 
to  avo id  id e n t i f y in g  a c h i ld  as the problem  because th a t  lead s to  
p e rp e tu a t in g  fe e l in g s  o f " I 'm  bad" o r w o r th le s s n e s s . P r im a r i ly ,  
we do not want th ese  c y c le s  to  co n tin u e  in t e r - g e n e r a t io n a l ly  and 
i t  must be stopped a t  a fa m ily  l e v e l .

You must d ec id e  w hich k in d  o f work you want to  do: c r i s i s  work
o r p re v e n t io n . P re v e n tio n  may take  more o f an investm ent in  the 
b e g in n in g , b u t when you r e a l i z e  th a t  e v e ry  man who m olests 
c h i ld r e n  has an average o f 76 v ic t im s ,  and. i f  even 10 o f those 
v ic t im s  p e rp e tu a te  the c y c le ,  i t  d o e s n 't  ta k e  long fo r  the c r i s i s  
to  e s c a la te  beyond c o n t r o l .
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