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MEMORANDUM

TO: Members Senate HESS Committee
FROM Representative Max Gruenberg
RE Sponsor Statement HCR 51
DATE March 24, 199

I would very much appreciate your support of HCR 51,
"Designating April 19-15,1992 as Organ and Tissue Donation
Awareness Week"

N ationwide, and in Alaska there are 17,900 people
awaiting a kidney transplant, 5,000 are awaiting corneal
transplants 1,200 liver transplants 1,800 are awaiting heart
transplants, 400 pancreas transplants, 250 heart-lung
transplants and 300 awaiting lung transplants. Yet,
approximately one third of the people needing organ
transplants w ill die for want of a donated organ.

HCR 51 designates the week of April 19-25, 1992 as "Organ
and Tissue Donation Awareness Week", urges' the Governor to
proclaim an "Organ and Tissue Donation Awareness Week during
and appropriate time period each year, and encourages the
commissioners of the state departments to urge all residents
of the state to participate.

If you have any questions about this b ill, please contact
Stan Robbins in my o ffice (4968)

Thank you.



"IPS A MIRACLES

gﬁrommately ever t\lrt minutes, sorm%)ne in the Ib? (ates needs an organ
F t Organ fr nsp tatlon IS 0Nne 0 temost remarkable medical success stories in
thehstor edmlg g WPantsofkld gys livers, hearts E)ancreases lun saP neart-
unsare now c?n3| ere dely accepted part of medical treatment Trahsgantanon

esa reag eal 0f success to pe Rlevv oreal?lzet at they can help save another person’s
lite, sinply by signing an organ donor card.

Q: Why are organ and tissue donations needed?

A:  Each eartenumbero eo wal |n for transplants incr sesdra atically. This
ear enso thousands o egPem need corneg’ In anc?%one grafts (Yre than

(? eed kldg%y earts, livers, eartg S, uanorgaPcreaSﬁ ﬁ
need ran rom babies to teenﬁgers oung &stot 0S¢ | C?ad tot elr
Irﬁgremet Transplantation 1s th&ir orfly realistic hope for a healthy and productive

Can anyone sign an organ donor card?

A: Everyone should consider himself or herself a ote tial organ donoy, regardless.
a e%r mecp calqnstor |nQIVI uals under t\] &ma& aﬂna 9car Wlt

the consent of their arentor uardian. Parent should keep their children’s donor
cards with their ownp perhaps?n thelrwa?et P

Q

Q: Do these donor cards have the same validity as my driver's license?

A: an organ donor card js included with your driver's license, both are legal
c!ocumen S an(a rhowyour Intent to Become a¥1 organ donor. They are equalleyvaﬂa

Q: If I move to another state, is my donor card still valid?

A: Yes, The uniform organ donor card is valid in all 50 states. Since there is no
registration of potential donors, there Is no need to change the card.

Q:  What do | do with the card?

A KeeP éhe card in t)r/]ourwallet perhags Wit ourdrlversllc?nse In a?dltlon discuss
your decision wi your fami| spital ersonnel W|I|awasask or the consent

0f the next-oMdn before procurlng the organs. If your fam| g knows you 5|(T1neda '
donorcard or remembers you expréssing a esire to donate, théy will mast likely give

their consent.



If | decicle to become an organ donor, will that affect the level of my medical care?

Absolutely nat. In order for someone to he eligible, for organ don tlon te must
tl %d E)r W ? N deatﬂ |s ma eh strlct

be dec ain dead The terminatjon of brai

medical ar] g%\aj standards. This determination must e made % smaan<
ﬁnot mY e Ith organ oHau noror an trans antat| n. (Prg eCoVery take]
ace only arter every effort has been ex auste t save the life "0t the patiént.

What is brain death?

In the case of brain death, the bram has stopPed funct|on|ng and art|f|0|a| life
suggort S}/stems are u5ﬁd 10 rBa da am heartheat and breaj; r]%; |f these ﬁuppor

tems are removed, all vital oyunctlons stoP Brain deat is Irreversible, an
|s an accepted medical, ethical and legal principle

What organs and tissues can be donated?

|One person’s gift can benefit several eople The majority of needed organs are

*]donatedb Individuals at the time o (d ath Needed or ans mclu%e kidneys, hearts,
IVErs Iung nd pancreases, Tissue donations InC|él e%es skin heart valves, bone

arrow a (fl One. Ip certalp circumstances, a Ki e r bone marrow t|ssue ma
e received from a va related” donor. This Invo TS donatln to.a close amdf
member. ~ Kidney donation from those who are not close relatives is discourage

Does my religion support organ and tissule donation?

% an and tissue donation is consistent with #he beliefs of all maéor rellg %ns. If you
e any questions, please discuss them with your minister, priest or Taobi.

Who will receive my donated organs?

Potential recipients are identified using the UNOS npational computer system, The
computer generates a fist of patients ranked accordln%; to strict medical Criteria and
urgency of need. Donor and recipient identity is confidential, although some hasic

information may be shared.
What can | do in my area to promote the need for donor organs and tissues?

To find out how to publicize the critical need for organ donors in 8our area, please
contact your local organ procurement agency, tissué bank or U

UNQS ,
1100 Boulders Parkway, Suite 500
P.O. Box
Dept, DB
Richmond, VA 21325

1-800-24-DONCR



EM you know ?

Nationwide there are approximately:
17,900 people gwaiting a kidney transplant
5,000 people needing corneal transplants

1 200 people awaiting a liver transplant
- T, w01 H
1,800 people awaiting a heart transplant

400 people in need of a pancreas transplant
250 patients awaiting heart-limg transplants

300 people needing lung transplants

Plus, there are thousands who are in need of skin rgrafts, he%rtvalve replacements,
pone transplants and other tissue grafts. Last year'the Northwest Organ
Procurement Agency reported recovering 196kidneys, 47 nearts, 70livers, and
31 pahcreata, I addition to other organs-and tissues.

Yet, approximately onethird Ofthe people needing organ transplants will die for
want ofa donated organ.*

QOver 78% of those responding to a survey say that organ donation has a positive
jtef¥ecton the donorfamrfly’sgﬁevmg procgssy g POst

The follfoélYlin chart gives information about %g%ag graft survival rafes baFed onﬁ

study? E |tlents Bcelving transplants in Verage national cost Tor eac
type‘ortransplant; v'r
,Bma&PBKtu,(1987) _
Organ Firstdoor 1§/earqraft Average Cost (including first year
successtully  SUrvivalrate*  medication & follow-up ?* *
|
Heart 197 - 82%% 148,000
Heart-Lung 1981 " 57% $200,000
Liver 1963 70% '~ $235,000
Lung 1963 49% $150,000
Pancreas 1969 % - $70,000
Como 1940 95% $4-40,000

* source: United Netwotkfor Organ Stmin”JI-90 A oy 101

o+ ‘mrce; Roger Evan®,- TeXEENB iV
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Make a very important difference in

someone"s life.

Sgirgadooradsgifiesyauramitnatto
rerenrgtrelieadhedthofaiesinred

Intreevart ofyour cketh your-familywill keaded
wetyourwsesvare Nowisthetinetodsass

thsinpratissewthtrem Tregft ofaganad
i edoratineantruyteagtt oflifeforsoe-
aedse

1. Tk 1oyour family about this important cecision.

2. Fill out this donor card in the presence of two witnesses and
sign your name in the space provickd.

3. Hava hoth witnesses sign their names in the spaces p\r]wided.

4. Canythis card in your purse or wellet where .**v/ . J
it can be easily found. >>

Be an organ tdonor...
its the chanceofa lifetime!

R A

Donor's Sigreture

Donor's ke o i Dry6 Sate
Wiress Whres
Nndin tHeiue

his is to informyou that| want to be

an organ and tissue donor if the occasios
ever arises. Please see that my wishes are
carried out by informing the attending medical
personnelthatlama donor. My desires are
indicated, below:

Inthe hope that | may help others, | hereby meke this it for the
purpose oftransplant medical study or education, to take effect tpon
ath. | give;

Dwmmowme

Jeoytreaidisek)
it Cel e fay

Drd'ssigreLre
(&h yaurcinror card keloward gpethe o paricnto yaur famly

Fesse e ar port fic raneaf conr

o Tl e
O SR s

Sy teag{)iss)

linitations ar specs! wigesday
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Houre 1
Number of Transplants, By Organ

(1965-1900
CxM5 1B MZ MS M2 120
Heart 79 138 148 168 170 2065

Heart-Lung K0 45 49 74 53] 0
% 765 8976 904 904 8M6 950
c ad

L|v|ng
Liver 6 2 119 1M 2164 265%
14 Lung — L, - 3 m ®
Parcress D W W X 49 59
TOTAL 0176 148 192 1275 1316 15164
A u}éj.n\fsinkfao@]mnrg
NI ., =
Houre 3
3 Number of People on Whaiting Lists By Organ 9+
(198/-1990)
AsofDenber3lst 1987 198 0 190
Heat o & 1R 14 17
Mt %S X5 W 26
Kichey 20 1394 1BI I
Liver 4A 617 80 1248
Lung 16 10 A 0%
Parcress &3 ® A
TOTAL « B /R 19IB 208
AV SQJCE 1l,'hlHj NM!(]U n:?mrg ﬂ_
i V"'"' . s v/

. A,
X, w oo 1 Umo” s>)ou I
- &l - VG sk4s (Not\OMU ¢ 1




Religious views on organ

d on ation

The following is abrief synopsis of the official stances taken by some of the country’s
main religious groups. If there are questions about the patient's religious beliefs, itis
recommended that the family consult their own religious leader or teacher.

mrlgc/elfﬁ% thﬂT mvwcl)érr?f ehovahsV\/ﬂmss ile the %
Abees %ﬁ ! @; Y

(/)

onlﬂhe resout cor n conscience, W|t
coMe s quest Brél)v are co %e%}ey
uddhist - Their |ef|sIhat onlsa
choice of ewish - r%{ n that
e
] C%I 9d| )| I\/oses Ten'gi]an "If

science savmg I s?'Fmt o |gatoryto osae

C e MEII’R%TFO X Sd;magﬂygé M %g%]%ugg%gmm In %\J/%Crto

hnstlan anego%k)lssqgﬁlﬁc oS 0n| r|18- M %eem c(jaglnerslhave now é@

|V|du szentlﬁrwl 1][1 noy to Pr . ra%ﬁ_ﬂaw’e

mscl)gghnlg}ere af noformal resolu- k’j“E)Eelng stggﬁ)n organlggﬁ aey

G%m TR o oo

Wsﬁs%mn mtactfor [P a\g f!wel”g/vr;[ to 5|ons

H |ndu The %ﬁl Jle Society. g%gwdseenmme iIon0 nsh%%gés.
Ftetto a du that S|on 5

According to the American Council on Transplantation. 1985
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