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State of Alaska
H o u s e  Majo r i t y  Leader

COMMITTEES
House Judic iary 

House Ru i .es 
Hoi isk State. A ffairs 
Special C ommittee 

M ilitary and  V et A ffairs 
Legislative C ounc il

P.O. Box V 
Juneau , AK  99811 

(907) 465-3718 
465-4968/4986

(Session )

Representative Max F. Gruenberg, Jr.
District 11 

Spenard, LIpper Midtown Anchorage

3 i i i C  Street, Su it e 440 
A nchorage . AK  99503 

(907) 561-7621

MEMORANDUM

RE

TO:

FROM

Members S en a te HESS C om m itte e 

R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  Max G ru e n b e rg 

S po n so r S ta te m e n t HCR 51

DATE M a rch 24 , 199

I  w o u ld  v e r y  much a p p r e c ia te  y o u r s u p p o r t o f  HCR 51 , 
"D e s ig n a t in g  A p r i l  1 9 -1 5 ,1 9 9 2  as O rgan and T is s u e  D o n a t io n  
Aw a reness Week"

N a t io n w id e , and i n  A la s k a  th e r e  a re  1 7 ,9 0 0 p e o p le  
a w a i t in g  a k id n e y  t r a n s p la n t ,  5 ,0 0 0 a re  a w a i t in g  c o rn e a l 
t r a n s p la n t s  1 ,2 0 0  l i v e r  t r a n s p la n t s  1 ,8 0 0 a re  a w a i t in g  h e a r t 
t r a n s p la n t s ,  400 p a n c re a s t r a n s p la n t s , 250 h e a r t - lu n g  
t r a n s p la n t s  and 300 a w a i t in g  lu n g  t r a n s p la n t s .  Y e t , 
a p p r o x im a te ly  one t h i r d  o f th e  p e o p le  n e e d in g  o rg a n 
t r a n s p la n t s  w i l l  d ie  f o r  w an t o f a d o n a te d  o rg a n .

HCR 51 d e s ig n a te s  th e  week o f A p r i l  1 9 -2 5 , 1992 as "O rgan 
and T is s u e  D o n a t io n  Aw areness W eek ", u r g e s ' th e  G o ve rn o r t o  
p r o c la im  an "O rg a n and T is s u e  D o n a t io n  Aw a reness Week d u r in g  
and a p p r o p r ia t e  t im e  p e r io d  each y e a r , and e n co u ra g e s th e  
c om m is s io n e rs  o f th e  s t a t e  d e p a r tm e n ts  t o  u rg e  a l l  r e s id e n t s  
o f th e  s t a t e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .

I f  you ha ve any q u e s t io n s  a b o u t t h i s  b i l l ,  p le a s e  c o n ta c t 
S ta n R o b b in s i n  my o f f i c e  (4968)

T hank y o u .



" IPS  A MIRACLE8

Approximately every thirty minutes, someone in the United States needs an organ 
transplant Organ transplantation is one o f the most remarkable medical success stories in 
the history o f medicine. Transplants o f kidneys, livers, hearts, pancreases, lungs and heart- 
Jungs are now considered a widely accepted part o f medical treatment Transplantation 
owes a great deal o f success to people who realize that they can help save another person’s 
life, simply by signing an organ donor card.

Q: Why are organ and tissue donations needed?
A: Each year the number o f people waiting for transplants increases dramatically. This

year, tens o f thousands o f people will need corneal, skin and bone grafts. More than 
23,000 will need kidneys, hearts, livers, heart-lungs, lungs or pancreases. Those in 
need range from babies to teenagers, young adults to those looking ahead to their 
retirement. Transplantation is their only realistic hope for a healthy and productive 
life.

Q: Can anyone sign an organ donor card?

A: Everyone should consider himself or herself a potential organ donor, regardless o f
age or medical history. Individuals under the age o f 18 may sign a donor card with
the consent of their parent or guardian. Parents should keep their children’s donor
cards with their own, perhaps in their wallet.

Q: Do these donor cards have the same validity as my driver’s license?
A: I f  an organ donor card is included with your driver’s license, both are legal

documents and show your intent to become an organ donor. They are equally valid.

Q: I f  I  move to another state, is my donor card still valid?
A: Yes. The uniform organ donor card is valid in all 50 states. Since there is no

registration of potential donors, there is no need to change the card.

Q: What do I do with the card?
A: Keep the card in your wallet, perhaps with your driver’s license. In addition, discuss

your decision with your fami ly .  Hospital personnel will always ask for the consent 
o f the next-oMdn before procuring the organs. I f  your family knows you signed a • 
donor card or remembers you expressing a desire to donate, they will most likely give 
their consent.
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Q: I f  I decide to become an organ donor, will that affect the level o f my medical care?
A: Absolutely not. In order for someone to be eligible for organ donation, they must

be declared "brain dead". The determination of brain death is made based on strict 
medical and legal standards. This determination must be made by a physician who 
is not involved with organ donation or organ transplantation. Organ recovery takej 
place only after every effort has been exhausted to save the life o f the patient.

Q: What is brain death?
A: In the case of brain death, the brain has stopped functioning and artificial life

support systems are used to maintain heartbeat and breathing. I f  these support 
systems are removed, all vital body functions stop. Brain death is irreversible, and 
is an accepted medical, ethical and legal principle.

Q: What organs and tissues can be donated?
A: jOne person’s gift can benefit several people. The majority o f needed organs are

* donated by individuals at the time of death. Needed organs include kidneys, hearts,
fivers, lungs, and pancreases. Tissue donations include eyes, skin, heart valves, bone 
marrow and bone. In certain circumstances, a kidney or bone marrow tissue may 
be received from a "living related" donor. This involves donating to a close family 
member. Kidney donation from those who are not close relatives is discouraged.

yQ: Does my religion support organ and tissue donation?
A: Organ and tissue donation is consistent with the beliefs o f all major religions. I f  you

have any questions, please discuss them with your minister, priest or rabbi.

Q: Who will receive my donated organs?
A: Potential recipients are identified using the UNOS national computer system. The

computer generates a fist of patients ranked according to strict medical criteria and 
urgency of need. Donor and recipient identity is confidential, although some basic 
information may be shared.

Q: What can I do in my area to promote the need for donor organs and tissues?
A: To find out how to publicize the critical need for organ donors in your area, please

contact your local organ procurement agency, tissue bank or UNOS.
UNOS

1100 Boulders Parkway, Suite 500 
P.O. Box 13770 

Dept, DB 
Richmond, VA 213225

1-800-24-DONOR



E M  you  know ?
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Nationwide there are approximately:

17,900 people awaiting a kidney transplant
■ .

5,000 people needing corneal transplants
1 , 2 0 0  people awaiting a liver transplant

• T- , ■; ' 0 1  ■
1,800 people awaiting a heart transplant
400 people in need of a pancreas transplant
250 patients awaiting heart-limg transplants
300 people needing lung transplants
Plus, there are thousands who are in need of skin grafts, heart valve replacements, 
bone transplants and other tissue grafts. Last year the Northwest Organ 
Procurement Agency reported recovering 196 kidneys, 47 hearts, 70 livers, and 
31 pahcreata, in addition to other organs and tissues.

: • ... I '■
Yet, approximately one-th ird  of the people needing organ transplants w ill die for 
want of a donated organ.*

t Over 78% of those responding to a survey say that organ donation has a positive 
j  effect on the donor fam ily’s grieving process *

The following chart gives information about one-year graft survival rates based on a 
study of a ll patients receiving transplants in 1988 and average national cost for each

..

type of transplant : v'r
,Bma&PBKtu,(1987)

v-'- >  •Organ F ir s t  d o o r  

s u c c e s s fu lly
1 year graft 
survival rate*

Average Cost (including first year 
medication & follow-up ) * * ______

i ■
Heart 1967 - 82%% 148,000
Heart-Lung .•U ‘ . .ji «

1981 57% $200,000
Liver 1963 70% ' ^ $235,000
Lung 1963 49% $150,000
Pancreas 1969 71% — $70,000
C om o 1940 95% $4-40,000

• iumvy•, i f  •• • * source: United Netwotkfor Organ Stmin^Jl-90 A
**■ ~ n  .  t»iiirInitia .M*DeJnstuXuB i .

. , ; 1/91
•• 'mrce: Roger Evan*,
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M a k e  a very important difference in 

someone's life.

Signing a donor card signifies your commitment to 
renewing the life and health of others in need.
In the event of your death, your family will be asked 
what your wishes were. Now is the time to discuss 
this important issue with them. The gift of organ and 
tissue donation can truly be a gift of life for some­
one else.
1. Talk 10 your family about this important decision.

2. Fill out this donor card in the presence of two witnesses and 
sign your name in the space provided.

3. Hava both witnesses sign their names in the spaces provided.
J

4. Carry this card in your purse or wallet where . * ' v /  '. J  
it can be easily found. > >

B e an organ tdonor... . 
i t ’s  th e  chance o f  a  life tim e!

This is a legal document under the Uniform Anatomical Gilt Act or similar laws, 
signed by the donor and the following wo witnesses in the presence ol each other.

Donor's signature

Donor's date of binN Dry 6 State

his is to inform you that I  want to be 

an organ and tissue donor i f  the occasio/ 

ever arises. Please see that my wishes are 

carried out by informing the attending medical 

personnel that l a m a  donor. My desires are 

indicated, below:

In the hope that I may help others, I hereby make this gift for the 
purpose of transplant, medical study or education, to take effect upon 
my death. I give:

□ Arty needed organs/lissues
□ Only the following organViissuRS

Specify the onjanisl/iissuals)

limitations Of special wishes if any

Donot's signature

0«8ch your dimor card below and g-ve the ebovs panion to your family

Please type or port fid! name of donor
In the hope that I may help others, I hereby mala this gift for the purpose of 
transplant, medical study or education to tale effect upon my death.
I giW: □ Any needed o:gans/ussues

□ Only the following organs/ussues
Witness Witness Specfy the orgsn(i)/tissue|sJ

Non ol in telephone
limitations or specs! wishes d any
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Figure 1
Number of Transplants, By Organ 

(1985-1990)

■ M5ft * 1986 MZ MS M2 122.0

Heart. 719 1,368 1,438 1,663 1,700 2,085

H Heart-Lung 30 45 49 74 68 50

H Kidney 7,695 
(Cadaveric and Living)

8,976 9,094 9,004 8,706 9,560

SB j- Liver 602 924 1,199 1,711 2,164 2,656

SESj , l 1/7/ Lung —
.  ■.

; * *
-  33 119 262

3raws

H
Pancreas 130 140 142 250 419 549

jET-i ^ TOTAL 9,176 11,453 11,922 12,735 13,176 15,164
■ V".

/urce: United Network for Organ Shining
*•■ •

' . ‘ ‘ .1 , . ••

MRS *>3
Figure 3

Number of People on Waiting L ists
(1987-1990)

By Organ 9 *

ybj *

As of December 31st 1987 1988 1282 1990

Heart • ' 699 1,032 1,324 1,796
' ; i •.k l ■ \  * -

Heart-Lung 155 205 240 226

Kidney 12,099 13,944 16,363 17,955

Liver 454 617 830 1,248

Lung 16 70 94 309

Pancreas 63 164 322 474

, a , M >  ,

TOTAL • 13,396 16,032 19,173 22,008

Source: United Network for Orftn SharingA i :. .  1,. > . j f a  • •
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Religious views on organ
d o n a t i o n

The following is a brief synopsis of the official stances taken by some of the country’s 
main religious groups. If there are questions about the patient’s religious beliefs, it is 
recommended that the family consult their own religious leader or teacher.

Amish - If they know the donation will im­
prove the health of the transplant 
recipient, they will consent. Reluctance is 
shown toward donation if the procedure’s out­

come is questionable.

B uddhist - Their belief is that donation is a 
choice of personal conscience. There is no 
written policy, but one leader, Rev. 
Gyomay Masao of Chicago says, "We honor 

those people who donate their bodies to the ad­
vancement of medical science and saving 
lives."

Cl atholic - Members believe donation is an 
act of fraternal love, charity ana self- 

' sacrifice. Transplantation is ethically and 
morally acceptable to the Vatican.

Christian Science - No specific position is 
taken. The decision is left up to the in­
dividual.

G ypsy - Although there is no formal resolu­
tion, gypsies normally oppose organ 
donation based on their firm belief that 
for one year after death, the soul retraces its 

steps. All body parts must remain intact for the 
soul retains a physical shape.

H indu - The Hindu Temple Society of 
America explains that there is no pronibi- 
tio 1 to donation and that the decision is 
left to the individual.

Jehovah’s Witness - While the church does 
not encourage organ donation, they believe 
the individual has the right to choose ac­
cording to his/her conscience, with the 

provision that all organs are completely 
drained of blood before being transplanted.

J ewish - The teachings here maintain that 
saving a human life takes precedence over 
maintaining the sanctity of the human 
body. According to Rabbi Moses Tendler, "If 

one is in a position to donate an organ to save 
another’s lire, it is obligatory to do so."

M ormon - The church does not object to 
the individual’s decision in favor of 
organ donation and transplantation.

M oslem - Leaders have now reversed 
their 1983 opposition to organ dona­
tion, provided that donors provide con­
sent in writing prior to their death and that the 

organs are transplanted immediately rather 
than being stored in organ banks.

P rotestant - Organ, donation is actively en­
couraged, while the church recognizes the 
individual’s right to make decisions 
regarding their own body. They believe organ 

donation can alleviate pain and suffering and is 
thereby seen as an expression of Christian love.

According to the American Council on Transplantation. I98S




