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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF A L A S K A ^
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision D a t e : _____________________
Title: Amending the formula for

Prnvld-ing Sfat.p Aid .fnc-FriiiratJnn 
Kubina

Department Alfected:
BRU: E x e c u te  Administration

BILL NO. HCR 23

Friiicfltlnn

Component:  Executive Adminis-tratign
Sponsor:
Requestor: House HESS COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 PY 95 FY 98 FY 97
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL 20.0
CONTRACTUAL 20.0
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 40.0 -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 4 0 :0 --n- . -n - - -P -
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL 40. Q .. _ - n - -  - o . -n- . 0 .

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME •

TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year Impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page If necessary.)

This f isca l  note re f le c ts  the estimated cost of the task force meeting to study 
potential amendments to the fobndation formula as required by HCR 23.

Prepared By: Hary Hakala
Division: Commissioner's Offi

Approved by Commissioner: 
Agency: Educating..

465-2800

Date: A I 2 im .
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Chairman 
Slate Affairs 
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Legislative Council
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Committee

During Session: 
State Capitol 
P.O. Box V 

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-4859

During Interim: 
P.O. Box 2463 

Valdez. Alaska 99686 
(907) 835-2111

Memo

A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g is la t u r e

Representative Eugene Kubina

To: S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i ,  C h a i r p e r s o n
S e n a t e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e

/  i\ (1F r o m :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e n e  K u b i n a  i \ f ~
'j/ jt r 'Y

Date : 2 5  M a r c h  1 9 9 2

Re.: CS f o r  H C R  2 3 ;  A m e n d i n g  t h e  F o r m u l a  fo r
P r o v i d i n g  S t a t e  Aid  fo r  E d u c a t i o n

C S  for  H C R  2 3  r e c e n t ly  p a s s e d  f rom  t h e  H o u s e  to  t h e  S e n a t e  a n d  w a s  
r e f e r r e d  to  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e .

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s c h e d u l i n g  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  in  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  
a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s ib l e  d a t e .

If I c a n  b e  of  a n y  p o s s ib le  a s s i s t a n c e ,  p l e a s e  d o n ' t  h e s i t a t e  to  c o n t a c t  
m e .
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During Session: 
State Capitol 
P.O. Box V 

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-4859

During Interim: 
P.O. Box 2463 

Valdez, Alaska 99686 
(907) 835-2111

C S  f o r  H C R  2 3  is  i n t e n d e d  to  r a i s e  t h e  i s s u e  o f  a m e n d i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r m u l a  in  o r d e r  to  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a t e  a id  for  
t h o s e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  w i s h  to  h a v e  a  l o n g e r  s c h o o l  y e a r  o r  a  
s u m m e r  s e s s i o n .

T h e  p r e s e n t  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r m u l a  is  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  n u m b e r  of  s t u d e n t s  
a t t e n d i n g  s c h o o l ,  n o t  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  b e y o n d  t h e  
m i n i m u m  o r  a c t u a l  d a y s  of i n s t r u c t i o n .  W h i le  i t  i s  f e a s ib l e  to  a d d  a  
p r o v i s i o n  p r o v i d i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a t e  a id ,  t h i s  is  a  m a t t e r  t h a t  s h o u l d  
r ece ive  c a r e f u l  s t u d y .

R a t i o n a l e  fo r  C S  fo r  H C R  2 3 : s u r v e y s  s h o w  t h a t  A m e r i c a n  c h i l d r e n  
s p e n d  l e s s  t i m e  i n  s c h o o l  p e r  y e a r  t h a n  m o s t  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  n a t i o n s .  T h e r e  is  l i t t l e  q u e s t i o n  o f  a  c o r r e l a t i o n  
b e t w e e n  t h e  t i m e  s p e n t  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  a n d  t h e  level  o f  s k i l l  a n d  
e d u c a t i o n  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  w h e n  th e y  g r a d u a t e .

A m e r i c a n  w o r k e r s ,  s t a f f ,  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a r e  a  p r o d u c t  o f  o u r  
e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  C o m p a r e d  to o t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  n a t i o n s ,  w e  a r e  
l o s i n g  t h e  b a t t l e  for e d u c a t i o n a l  e x c e l l e n c e  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  c a p a b i l i t y .  
O n e  i n d i c a t i o n :  J a p a n e s e  a u t o  w o r k e r s  a r e  c o m p e t e n t  w i t h  g e o m e t r y  
a n d  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  a d v a n c e  m a t h  w h i le ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  A m e r i c a n  a u t o  
w o r k e r s  a r e  n o t .  A lo n g e r  s ch o o l  y e a r  m a y  b e  p a r t  o f  t h e  a n s w e r  a n d  
d e s e r v e s  c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n —b o t h  a s  a n  a c a d e m i c  i s s u e  a n d  a n  
e c o n o m i c  o n e .
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^  A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s la t u iC

Representative Eugene Kubina

SPONSOR STATEMENT

S p o n s o r :

S u b je c t :

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e n e  K u b i n a

C S  f o r  H C R  2 3 :  A m e n d i n g  t h e  f o r m u l a  
f o r  p r o v i d i n g  s t a t e  a i d  f o r  e d u c a t i o n

Date : 2 6  F e b r u a r y  1 9 9 2



oC  .t.) cC S  fo r  H C R  2 3  (A. .t.) V - 2

C S  f o r  H C  2 3  a l s o  r e s o lv e s  t h a t  f in a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  
2 0 0 0  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  b e  f o r w a r d e d  to  t h e  J o i n t  C o m m i t t e e  o n  
S c h o o l  i m p r o v e m e n t  ( e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  R e s o l v e  2 8  o f  t h e  1 9 9 1  
L e g i s l a t u r e )  f o r  r e v i e w  a n d  c o m m e n t  b e f o r e  a d o p t i o n  b y  t h e  s t a t e  
B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n .
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WALTER]. HICKEL, GOVERNOR

B E P A H T M E N T  O F  E B U C A T IO N GOLDBELT PLACE 
801 WEST 10TH STREET 
P.O. BOX F
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99311-0500OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

F e b ru a ry  21 , 1992

The H onorab le  Gene Kub ina
A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la t u r e  /
P . O .  Box V 
Ju n eau , AK 99811

D ear R e p re s e n ta t iv e  K u b in a :

Thank you f o r  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  a d d re ss  yo u r co n ce rn s 
r e la t e d  to  t r a d i t io n a l  sch o o l y e a r  le n g th .

As you may be aw are , my s t a f f  and I  have been w ork ing  
w ith  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  B e tty e  D a v is  to  p ro v id e  language 
changes to  CS fo r  HCR No. 23 (HES) w h ich  you sponso red  
l a s t  y e a r  (copy e n c lo s e d ) . These changes w i l l  in s u re  
th a t  th e  A la s k a  2000 com m ittee c o n s id e r  amendments to  
th e  p u b l ic  sch o o l fo u n d a tio n  fo rm u la  w h ich  may p ro v id e  
a d d it io n a l  s t a t e  a id  to  d i s t r i c t s  who want to  p ro v id e  
lo n g e r  sc h o o l y e a r s .  Through t h i s  p ro c e s s , s p e c i f i c  
outcomes and ach ievem ents r e s u l t in g  from  lo n g e r sch o o l 
y e a r s  can be a n a ly z e d , and in p u t from a wide spectrum  
o f th e  p u b l ic  can be h e a rd .

F in a l  recom m endations o f th e  com m ittee w i l l  be 
fo rw ard ed  to  th e  J o in t  Committee on Scho o l Pe rfo rm ance 
f o r  t h e i r  re v ie w  p r io r  to  ad o p tio n  by th e  S ta te  Board 
o f  E d u c a t io n .

S in c e r e ly

J e r r y  Covey 
Com m issioner

E n c l o s u r e

OS C1LH
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A NCHORAGE REG IONAL OFFICE  
1411  W . 33R D  AVENUE 
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r i l  22 ,  1991

JUNEAU O FF IC E  
105 MUNICIPAL WAY. SUITE 302  

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801  
(907 ) 5 8 6 -3 0 9 0  

FAX: (9 0 7 ) 5 8 6 -2 7 4 4

FA IRBANKS REG IONAL O FF ICE
2118  CUSHMAN STREET 

FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701  
(907 ) 4 5 6 -4 4 3 5  

FAX:(907) 4 5 6 -2 1 5 9

G e o r g i a n n a  L i n c o l n  & P a t  C a r n e y ,  Co  C h a i r s  & 
M e m b e r s  o f  H o u s e  H E S b  C o m m i t t e e

D o n  O b e r g

N EA -A la ska  is pleased to support H CR  23.

H C R  is a  c r e a t i v e  s t a r t  to  p r o v i d e  n e w  t h i n k i n g  a s  to  h o w  we f u n d  o u r  A l a s k a n  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s —e s p e c i a l l y  in t h e  s e n s e  o f  l o n g e r  s c h o o l  y e a r s  a n d / o r  s u m m e r  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m s .

I t  has been estab lished by testing and experience that a longer school term can 
increase the am ount o f  understanding, mastery, and retention o f education a student 
receives, and thus may be a very e ffe c t iv e  too l in im prov ing the qua lity  o f  our public 
schools.

S u m m e r  s c h o o l s  f o r  b o t h  r e m e d i a t i o n  a n d  a d v a n c e m e n t  h a v e  p r o v e n  to be e q u a l l y  
s u c c e s s f u l  a n d  w i l l  a l l o w  s t u d e n t s  to c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  s p e c i f i c  to p ic s  or  t h e m e s  in 
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d  s c h o o l  te rm .

There are s ig n ific an t ways to develop the school ca lendar; such as p rov id ing quarter 
systems in which the student may choose to attend any three, o r in some circumstance 
a ll fo u r  qua rte rs , which ho ld  great prom ise and deserve discussion.

I t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  no  r e a l  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  o u r  s c h o o l s  c a n  be  a c h i e v e d  w i t h o u t  
e x t e n d i n g  t h e  t i m e  f o r  s t u d e n t / t e a c h e r  i n t e r a c t i o n .  R e s e a r c h  h a s  s h o w n  t h a t  
e x t e n d i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  d a y  is no t  a s  e f f e c t i v e  a  t e a c h i n g  to o l  as  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  
y e a r .

This app roach is tim e ly and should be pursued.

I t  wil l  i m p r o v e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  we  be l ieve ,  to i n c l u d e  a t  l e a s t  t w o  p r a c t i c i n g  c l a s s r o o m  
t e a c h e r s  a n d  t w o  p a r e n t s  o f  s t u d e n t s  c u r r e n t l y  in t h e  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s  in o r d e r  to h a v e  a 
f u l l  a n d  p o s i t i v e  d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  l o n g e r  s c h o o l  t e r m s ,  s u m m e r  s c h o o l s ,  o r  
o t h e r  o p t i o n s  t h a t  m i g h t  a r i s e .  LE04/Schlyear/dl
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• • That’s h ow  i t . w o rk s . in £the-parents-pay. Tdea.'.as a. sb« 
Murfreesboro,*. Tenn.,. where ’-Vlution^to the problem  o f  h ow , cn,mn nnVili/' fllom pntarv«vtn .nsv‘-'fo r a • loneer-Ssehool-o

mer, he said. -  .'school distriets^ppe'n^theiE;
‘ ‘About h a lf the ’ parents ,f’schools in 'the^a fte rrioonV i 

pay for their children to g o ," :- open , them ;;ihv;theA summer..^; 
the former Tennessee gover-V and In v ite ^ i» r^ t^ tp 3 f?end;»j




