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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

SENATOR ARLISS STURGULEWSKI, Chairman 
SENATOR PAUL FISCHER, Vice Chairman 
SENAfOR SAM COTTEN 
SENATOR LYMAN HOFFMAN 
SENATOR CURT MENARD

P.O. BOX V 
ROOM 427 

STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 

(907) 465-3762

Senate Committee on 

Health, Education and Social Services

M E M O R A N D U M 13 March 1992

TO: Members, Senate HESS C “tee
FROM: Senato r Arliss Sturgulewsjti

There have been questions raised about the provision in House 
Bill 31 (Page 1, line 11) changing the college accrediting 
organization from the American Association of Colleges of 
Pharm acy (AACP) to the American Council on Pharm aceutical 
Education (ACPE) (or the foreign equivalent). This change was 
made because the AACP is not an  accrediting organization bu t a 
social/fraternal organization.

We have w ritten testim ony th a t th is change will require 
pharm acy license app lican ts to have six years of education instead 
of the cu rren t five and will exacerbate a cu rren t perceived shortage of 
pharm acists. It h a s been recommended th a t the legislation instead 
allow the Board of Pharmacy to decide which colleges are recognized.

S taff has contacted the American Council on Pharm aceutical 
Education and information is enclosed th a t d iscusses th is six year 
degree proposal which is not expected to be decided upon until the 
year 2000. In addition, the National Association of Boards of 
Pharm acy h as said th a t the six-year degree requirem ent would not 
apply to anyone who graduated before the year 2000.



It is recommended th a t the legislation continue to nam e the 
American Council on Pharm aceutical Education as th e  certifying 
agency. Because of the continuing discussion about the 
pharm aceu tical profession and the  regular su n se t review of the 
Board of pharmacy, there will be ample review of changes in the 
educational requirem ents of the profession before th e  year 2000.
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M E M O R A N D U M

T O :  S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i ,  C h a i r

h e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N i i l o  K o p o n e

D A T E :  J a n u a r y  3 1 ,  1 9 9 2

R E :  H o u s e  B i l l  3 1 ,  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  p h a r m a c i s t

l i c e n s e s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e "

P l e a s e  s c h e d u l e  a  h e a r i n g  f o r  H B  3 1  a t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n i e n c e .  

A t t a c h e d  a r e  p e r t i n e n t  b a c k u p  m a t e r i a l s ;  i f  y o u  r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  

i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  o r  R o n  C l a r k e  

o f  m y  s t a f f .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

e n d .

c c :  S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i s c h e r ,  V i c e - C h a i r  

S e n a t o r  S a m  C o t t e n  

S e n a t o r  L y m a n  H o f f m a n  

S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d
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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

H o u s e  B i l l  3 1

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  p h a r m a c i s t  l i c e n s e s "

F o r e i g n - e d u c a t e d  d o c t o r s ,  n u r s e s ,  c h i r o p r a c t o r s ,  p h y s i c a l  

t h e r a p i s t s ,  o p t o m e t r i s t s  a n d  v e t e r i n a r i a n s  m a y  p r a c t i c e  i n  A l a s k a ,  

p r o v i d e d  t h e y  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e  A l a s k a n  l i c e n s i n g  e x a m i n a t i o n s  

a n d  f u l f i l l  a l l  p e r t i n e n t  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  S t a n d a r d  e q u i v a l e n c y  

e x a m i n a t i o n s  i n s u r e  t h a t  c r e d e n t i a l s  e a r n e d  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  m e e t  A m e r i c a n  s t a n d a r d s  o f  a c a d e m i c  a n d  c l i n i c a l  c o m p e t e n c e .

H B  3 1  e x t e n d s  t h e  s a m e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p h a r m a c i s t s  t r a i n e d  a t  n o n -  

U . S .  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  T h e  s t a t e  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  f r o m  e x p a n d i n g  t h e  

u n i v e r s e  o f  t r a i n e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s e r v e  t h e  p u b l i c .  

A t  p r e s e n t ,  A l a s k a n s  m a y  q u a l i f y  f o r  s t a t e  l o a n s  t o  s t u d y  p h a r m a c y  

a t  n o n - U . S .  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  b u t  t h e y  m a y  n o t  b e  l i c e n s e d  w h e n  t h e y  

r e t u r n  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  C o n t i n u e d  e x c l u s i o n  o f  t h e s e  A l a s k a n s  f r o m  

p r a c t i c e  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t r e a t m e n t  o f  o t h e r  h e a l t h  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d  e x t e n d s  n o  a p p a r e n t  a d v a n t a g e  t o  o t h e r  s t a t e  

r e s i d e n t s .

S e c t i o n  2  o f  t h e  b i l l  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  s u n s e t .  C h a n g e s  m a d e  b y  

S e c t i o n  1  a l l o w  l i c e n s u r e  o f  f o r e i g n - e d u c a t e d  p h a r m a c i s t s .  When 
i t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i n  J u l y  1 9 9 4 ,  S e c t i o n  2 r e t u r n s  t h e  s t a t u t e ' s  

l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t o  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  p r e s e n t l y  i n  p l a c e .

T h e  g r e a t e r  p r i n c i p l e  o f  l i c e n s i n g  c o m p e t e n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  

A l a s k a  i s  m a d e  c l e a r  —  a n d  u r g e n t  —  i n  o n e  s p e c i f i c  c a s e .  A  

c o n s t i t u e n t  o f  m i n e ,  e d u c a t e d  a t  t h e  S o r b o n n e  i n  P a r i s ,  c a n n o t  w o r k  

a s  a  p h a r m a c i s t  i n  A l a s k a .  S h e  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  a  h i g h l y - v a l u e d  

m e m b e r  o f  t h e  U A F  m a t h e m a t i c s  f a c u l t y ,  m a y  l e a v e  t h e  s t a t e  i f  s h e  

i s  u n a b l e  t o  s e c u r e  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p h a r m a c i s t  p o s i t i o n  i n  A l a s k a .  

I t  w o u l d  b e  a n  u n n e c e s s a r y  l o s s  t o  o u r  c i t i z e n s  i f  w e  l o s t  t h e s e  

A l a s k a n s  t o  t h e  L o w e r  4 8 .

119 N. Cushman, Suite 207
Fairbanks \laska 99701

(907)456-8172

I  u r g e  y o u r  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o n  H B  3 1 .
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S E C T I O N A L  A N A L Y S I S

C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  3 1  ( R U L E S )

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  p h a r m a c i s t  l i c e n s e s ;  

a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

S e c t i o n  1 .  R e p l a c e s  t h e  A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C o l l e g e s  o f  

P h a r m a c y  ( A A C P ) ,  a  s e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  U . S .  p h a r m a c y  s c h o o l s ,  

w i t h  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C o u n c i l  o n  P h a r m a c e u t i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  ( A C P E ) , w h i c h  

a c c r e d i t s  a l l  U . S .  s c h o o l s  o f  p h a r m a c y ,  a s  t h e  a g e n c y  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  r e c o g n i z i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f r o m  w h i c h  A l a s k a - l i c e n s e d  p h a r m a c i s t s  

g r a d u a t e .  A l l o w s  A l a s k a  l i c e n s i n g  o f  g r a d u a t e s  o f  n o n - U . S .  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  a f t e r  a p p l i c a n t s  p a s s  t h e  F o r e i g n  P h a r m a c y  G r a d u a t e  

E q u i v a l e n c y  E x a m i n a t i o n ,  a  s t a n d a r d  t e s t  e m p l o y e d  b y  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  

o t h e r  s t a t e s .

S e c t i o n  2 .  E f f e c t i v e l y  s u n s e t s  l i c e n s i n g  o f  f o r e i g n - e d u c a t e d  

p h a r m a c i s t s ;  r e p l a c e s  S e c t i o n  1  w i t h  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s t a t u t o r y  

l a n g u a g e  a f t e r  J u l y  1, 1 9 9 4 .

S e c t i o n  3 .  C h a n g e s  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  A l a s k a n  p r e g r a d u a t e  

i n t e r n  p h a r m a c i s t s  f r o m  A A C P  t o  A C P E .

S e c t i o n  4 .  R e p e a l s  o b s o l e t e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " r e c o g n i z e d  c o l l e g e  o f  

p h a r m a c y , "  s i n c e  i t  i s  r e d e f i n e d  i n  S e c t i o n  1.

S e c t i o n  5 .  P r o v i d e s  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  f o r  t h e  S e c t i o n  2 s u n s e t .



PHARMACIST LICEN SIN G  FACTS

T h e  A m e r i c a n  C o u n c i l  o n  P h a r m a c e u t i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  ( A C P E ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  

1 9 3 2 )  i s  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a g e n c y  f o r  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

d e g r e e  p r o g r a m s  i n  p h a r m a c y  a n d  f o r  a p p r o v a l  o f  p r o v i d e r s  o f  

c o n t i n u i n g  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n .

T h e  A C P E  p r e s e n t l y  r e c o g n i z e s  7 4  a c c r e d i t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  

i n  4 3  s t a t e s ,  p l u s  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a  a n d  P u e r t o  R i c o .

3 0 o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a  a n d  P u e r t o  R i c o  a l l o w  

f o r e i g n - e d u c a t e d  p h a r m a c i s t s  t o  s i t  f o r  s t a t e  l i c e n s i n g  e x a m s  i f  

t h e y  p a s s  t h e  F o r e i g n  P h a r m a c y  G r a d u a t e  E q u i v a l e n c y  E x a m i n a t i o n  

a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  t h e  F o r e i g n  P h a r m a c y  G r a d u a t e  E x a m i n a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  

( F P G E C ) .

T h e  F P G E C  c e r t i f i c a t e  i s  a w a r d e d  o n l y  t o  f o u r - y e a r  g r a d u a t e s  w i t h  

B a c h e l o r  o f  S c i e n c e  d e g r e e s  s c o r i n g  5 5 0  o r  h i g h e r  o n  t h e  T e s t  o f  

E n g l i s h  a s  a  F o r e i g n  L a n g u a g e .

S o m e  f o r e i g n  g r a d u a t e s  a r e  a l l o w e d  t o  e n t e r  a c c r e d i t e d  U . S .  s c h o o l s  

o f  p h a r m a c y  a s  a d v a n c e d  s t u d e n t s .  A f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n ,  t h e y  q u a l i f y  

t o  t a k e  s t a t e  e x a m i n a t i o n s .

N e w  Y o r k  a n d  C a l i f o r n i a  a l l o w  s o m e  c a n d i d a t e s  t o  t a k e  t h e  s t a t e  

e x a m i n a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e i r  c r e d e n t i a l s  h a v e  b e e n  e v a l u a t e d  a n d  

a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  l i c e n s i n g  b o a r d .

A L A S K A  F A C T S

A l l  p h a r m a c i s t s  m u s t  b e  l i c e n s e d  i n  A l a s k a .

O p e r a t o r s  o f  p h a r m a c y  b u s i n e s s e s  m u s t  a l s o  h a v e  a  l i c e n s e  t o  

d i s p e n s e  d r u g s  a n d  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e s .

A p p l i c a n t s  m u s t  b e  g r a d u a t e s  o f  a  c o l l e g e  o f  p h a r m a c y  a n d  c o m p l e t e  

a t  l e a s t  1 , 5 0 0  h o u r s  a s  a n  i n t e r n .  — -

A p p l i c a t i o n  f e e :  $ 3 0 . 0 0  

E x a m i n a t i o n  f e e :  $ 1 5 0 . 0 0  

L i c e n s e  f e e :  $ 1 8 0 . 0 0  

B i e n n i a l  r e n e w a l :  $ 1 8 0 . 0 0

A L A S K A  E M P L O Y M E N T

( S t a t i s t i c s  f r o m  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r )

E m p l o y m e n t  i n  1 9 8 9 :  1 8 8 ;  i n  1 9 9 0 :  1 9 3 ;  i n  1 9 9 4 :  2 0 9  ( p r e d i c t e d )

A v e r a g e  A n n u a l  J o b  O p e n i n g s ,  1 9 8 9 - 1 9 9 4

D u e  t o  G r o w t h :  4 ;  D u e  t o  S e p a r a t i o n s :  5 ;  T o t a l :  9

C u r r e n t  l i c e n s e  h o l d e r s :  4 8 9



HB31 Miscellaneous Notes

A l a s k a  l i c e n s e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w h o  w e r e  e d u c a t e d  a t  

n o n - U . S .  i n s t i t u t i o n s :

P h y s i c i a n s

N u r s e s

O p t o m e t r i s t s  

C h i r o p r a c t o r s  

P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s  

V e t e r i n a r i a n s

O n  4 / 2 5 / 9 1 ,  t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  P h a r m a c y  t o l d  m e  ( R G C )  

t h a t  h e  h a d  f i v e  v a c a n c i e s  f o r  p h a r m a c i s t s  i n  h i s  c o m p a n y  ( C a r r ' s )  

a l o n e .

T h i s  i s  n o t  a  o n e - c o n s t i t u e n t  b i l l .  O n e  c o n s t i t u e n t  b r o u g h t  t o  

l i g h t  t h e  b r o a d e r  i s s u e  —  a  s t a t e w i d e  s h o r t a g e  o f  p h a r m a c i s t s ,  a n d  

a n  i n a b i l i t y  f o r  A l a s k a n s  e d u c a t e d  a t  n o n - U . S .  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  w o r k  

i n  A l a s k a .



Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 465-4992

A l a s k a  State Legislature

R e p re se n ta tiv e  Niilo K o p o n en
House D istrict 21 119 N. Cushman, Suite 207

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
(907) 456-8172

M E M O R A N D U M

T O :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M a r k  H a n l e "  

N i i l o  K o p oF R O M :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e

D A T E :  J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  1 9 9 2

R E :  H B  3 1 ,  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  p h a r m a c i s t

l i c e n s e s "

T o d a y ,  m y  s t a f f  s p o k e  w i t h  M s .  L y n n  M o e n  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  

D i r e c t o r ' s  o f f i c e  a t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C o u n c i l  o n  P h a r m a c e u t i c a l  

E d u c a t i o n  ( A C P E )  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  s e m a n t i c  w e i g h t  o f  t h e  t e r m  

" r e c o g n i t i o n ' i n  r e g a r d  t o  p h a r m a c y  s c h o o l s .  T h e  A C P E ' s  1 9 9 1  

A n n u a l  D i r e c t o r y  s t a t e s :

" A n n u a l l y ,  t h e  A C P E  p u b l i s h e s  t h i s  D i r e c t o r y  o f  

A c c r e d i t e d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  P r o g r a m s  o f  C o l l e g e s  a n d  S c h o o l s  

o f  P h a r m a c y  w h i c h  p r e s e n t s  t h e  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  s t a t u s  o f  

t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  a c a d e m i c  y e a r  

o f  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  r e v i e w ,  a n d  t h e  a c a d e m i c  y e a r  f o r  t h e  

n e x t  c u r r e n t l y  s c h e d u l e d  r e v i e w  o r  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f

a c c r e d i t a t i o n ............. R e c o g n i t i o n  [ e m p h a s i s  a d d e d ]  o f  t h e

b a c c a l a u r e a t e  p h a r m a c y  o r  t h e  d o c t o r  o f  p h a r m a c y  p r o g r a m  

i n  t h e  A n n u a l  D i r e c t o r y  o f  A c c r e d i t e d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  

P r o g r a m s  o f  C o l l e g e s  a n d  S c h o o l s  o f  P h a r m a c y  d e n o t e s  

o v e r a l l  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  

d e g r e e  p r o g r a m . "

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  H B  3 1 ' s  u s e  o f  " r e c o g n i t i o n "  i n  t h i s  s e n s e  p r e c l u d e s  

m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  I  c a n n o t  t h i n k  o f  a n  i n s t a n c e  w h e r e  t h i s  

l a n g u a g e  w o u l d  n o t  p r o v i d e  s u f f i c i e n t  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  u n i n t e n d e d  

a d m i t t a n c e  t o  A l a s k a  p r a c t i c e  b y  g r a d u a t e s  o f  " s u b s t a n d a r d "  

p h a r m a c y  s c h o o l s .

I f  y o u  h a v e  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w .

e n d .

cc: Jerry Luckhaupt



Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 465-4992

A l a s k a  State Legislature

R ep resen ta tiv e  Niilo K oponen
H ouse D is tr ic t 21 119 N. Cushman, Suite 207

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
(907)456-8172

M E M O R A N D U M

T O :  H o u s e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s

F R O M :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N i i l o  K o p o n e

D A T E :  A p r i l  3 0 ,  1 9 9 1

R E :  H o u s e  B i l l  3 1 ,  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r

p h a r m a c i s t  l i c e n s e s "

A t  t h e  f i r s t  c o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g  o f  t h e  H B  3 1 ,  c o n f u s i o n  a r o s e  a s  t o  

t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  b o d y  t o  r e c o g n i z e  a n  A l a s k a n  p h a r m a c i s t ' s  

c r e d e n t i a l s .  H e r e ' s  a  q u i c k  s u m m a r y  o f  t h e  p l a y e r s :

-  A m e r i c a n  C o u n c i l  o n  P h a r m a c e u t i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  ( A C P E ) : a c c r e d i t s  

a l l  U . S .  s c h o o l s  o f  p h a r m a c y .

-  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  B o a r d s  o f  P h a r m a c y  F o u n d a t i o n  ( N A B P F ) : 

e x a m i n e s  a n d  c e r t i f i e s  f o r e i g n - e d u c a t e d  p h a r m a c i s t s ,  t h r o u g h  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  F o r e i g n  P h a r m a c y  G r a d u a t e  E q u i v a l e n c y  

E x a m i n a t i o n  ( F P G E E ) . S u c c e s s f u l  a p p l i c a n t s  r e c e i v e  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  

f r o m  t h e  F o r e i g n  P h a r m a c y  G r a d u a t e  E q u i v a l e n c y  C o m m i t t e e  ( F P G E C ) .

-  A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C o l l e g e s  o f  P h a r m a c y  ( A A C P ) : s e r v i c e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  U . S .  s c h o o l s  o f  p h a r m a c y ;  p u b l i s h e s  r e g u l a r  

n e w s l e t t e r ,  e t c .

T o d a y ,  m y  s t a f f  s p o k e  w i t h  M s .  S u s a n  M e y e r ,  A c a d e m i c  A f f a i r s  

D i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e  A A C P .  S h e  s t a t e d  u n e q u i v o c a l l y  t h a t  t h e  A C P E ,  n o t  

t h e  A A C P ,  w a s  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  b o d y  t o  r e c o g n i z e ,  c e r t i f y  o r  

a c c r e d i t  U . S . - t r a i n e d  p h a r m a c i s t s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  N A B P F / F P G E C  w a s  t h e  

a p p r o p r i a t e  b o d y  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e  s a m e  f u n c t i o n  f o r  f o r e i g n - e d u c a t e d  

p h a r m a c i s t s .  S h e  s a i d  t h e  A A C P  w a s  m o s t l y  a  f r a t e r n a l ,  " i n d u s t r y " -  

o r i e n t e d  g r o u p ,  n o t  o n e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i c e n s i n g .

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  b i l l  s h o u l d  s t a n d  a s  w r i t t e n ,  w i t h  t h e  A C P E  l i s t e d  

a s  t h e  a c c r e d i t i n g  b o d y .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r d  " i n t e r n "  t o  S e c .  2, L i n e  1, A S  

0 8 . 8 0 . 1 1 6 ( b )  i s  r e a s o n a b l e .  I  w o u l d  a c c e p t  t h i s  c h a n g e  i n  a  C S  f o r  

t h i s  b i l l .
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HB 31: An Act re la ting  to  applicants for pharm acis t licenses.

The D epartm en t of Commerce and Economic Development supports passage of 
HB 31.
The proposed legislation will address a  problem  of longstanding for th e  Board of 
Pharm acy (hereinafter "board") w ith in  the Division of Occupational L icensing 
(hereinafter "division"). Presently, th e  board has no provision for licensure of 
pharm acy graduates educated in  in stitu tion s no t recognized by th e  American 
Council on Pharm aceutical Education (ACPE) and located outside th e  U nited 
S ta te s and  its te rrito ries (hereinafter "foreign graduates").
The bill am ends th e  qualifications for pharm acy reg istra tion  to recognize 
app lican ts who have received th e ir bachelor of science degree in  pharm acy or an 
equ iva len t degree from outside of th e  U nited S ta te s and  its  territo ries. 
Currently, when foreign g radua tes apply for licensure, regard less of th e ir 
qualifications, the board m ust deny licensure.
Nationally, th e  N ational Association of Boards of Pharm acy (NABP) Foundation 
h as responded to th is  problem  by developing course review procedures geared 
tow ards determ in ing w hether th e  bachelor of science degree in  pharm acy 
a tta in ed  by a foreign g radua te  is sub stan tia lly  equivalen t to th e  degree and 
learn ing  a tta in ed  by a g radua te  of an  ACPE accredited school in  the U nited  
S tates.
The foreign g radua te  who possesses an NABP Foreign Pharm acy G raduate 
Equivalency Committee certificate is considered equivalently educated and is, 
therefore, eligible for licensure (assuming compliance w ith o ther adm ission 
criteria) in  any s ta te  th roughout the country. HB 31 will allow foreign-trained 
pharm acy g radua tes who possess an  NABP Foreign Pharm acy G raduate 
Equivalency Committee certificate the  opportunity to become licensed in Alaska.
There ex ists nationw ide a significant shortage of pharm acists and an acute 
shortage in Alaska. This legislation will enable th e  s ta te  to adm it qualified 
foreign g radua tes and, potentially improve our ability to m eet our employment 
needs in  th is area.
Therefore, the departm en t urges passage of HB 31.

G lenn A Olds, Commissioner 
Date:

G A O /JS /dgl8849D
020191b



MEMORANDUM State of Alaska
to  Members o f  the  House Labor  & Commerce d a t e  A p r i l  26 ,  1991 

Rep. David  F i n k l e s t e i n ,  Chairman
f ile  n o

TELEPHONE n o 46 5 - 2 5 3 4

f r o m  Ann Boudreaux SUBJECT HB 31

Th is  memo i s  a f o l l o w - u p  to my te s t im ony  on A p r i l  2 5 ,  1991 .

Today,  I  r e c e i v e d  a memo from the l i c e n s i n g  exam ine r  who took, m inutes  a t  
the A p r i l  1 6 -17  Pharmacy Board meet ing h e l d  i n  Juneau . Quot ing f rom t h a t  
memo in  r e g a rd  t o  HB 31 :

Sec .  1 ,  AS 0 8 . 8 0 . 1 1 0 ( 3 )  [American C oun c i l  on Pha rm aceu t i c a l  
E duc a t i o n ]  American A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C o l l e g e s  o f  Pharmacy .

Sec .  2 ,  L i n e  1, AS 0 8 . 8 0 . 1 1 6 ( b )  An a p p l i c a n t  f o r  l i c e n s e  as a 
p r e g r a du a t e  i n t e r n  p h a r m a c i s t . . . .

Sec . 2 ,  AS 0 8 . 8 0 . 1 1 6 ( b )  . . . a n d  must be e n r o l l e d  i n  a pharmacy 
s c h o o l  r e c o g n i z e d  by [American C oun c i l  on Pha rm aceu t i c a l  
E duca t i o n ]  American A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C o l l e g e s  o f  Pharmacy .

The Pharmacy Board  wanted to  keep the A s s o c i a t i o n  because the C ounc i l  
advoca tes  a 6 - y e a r  degree ( d o c t o r  o f  pharmacy) and t h i s  would mean many 
o f  ou r  a p p l i c a n t s  would no t  q u a l i f y  as they  have o n l y  the 5 - y e a r  deg ree  
( r e g i s t e r e d  p h a rm ac i s t )  t h a t  has been s t a n d a rd  up t o  now.

Most s t a t e s  a p p a r e n t l y  have a 5 - y e a r  s t a n d a rd .  C a l i f o r n i a  has gone to  
6 - y e a r s .

One s u g g e s t i o n  might  be t o  have an o r  c l a u s e  so t h a t  f o r e i g n  s tu d en t s  
c ou ld  have t h e i r  e d u ca t i o n  r a t e d  by the C o u n c i l ,  but  an American s tuden t  
who q u a l i f i e d  unde r  A s s o c i a t i o n  s t a n d a rd s  would no t  have an undue bu rden .

The Pharmacy Boa rd ,  by a s p l i t  v o t e ,  passed a r e s o l u t i o n  f a v o r i n g  the 
l i c e n s i n g  o f  f o r e i g n - t r a i n e d  ph a rm ac i s t s  a t  t h e i r  meet ing on November 1, 
1990 ,  i n  Anchorage .

By the way, the  i n s e r t i o n  o f  the word " i n t e r n "  i s  t o  c o r r e c t  a t y p o g r a ­
p h i c a l  e r r o r  i n  the o r i g i n a l  s t a t u t e  which was c a r r i e d  o v e r  in  t h i s  b i l l .  
There i s  no p r e g r a du a t e  ph a rm ac i s t ;  t h e r e  i s  a p r e g r a du a t e  i n t e r n  pharma­
c i s t  and a p o s t g r a d u a t e  i n t e r n  ph a rm ac i s t .

e s

TOOl If ltv. S/75)



PAY ’n SAVE DRUG STORES, INCORPORATED
4045 Delridge Way S.W. • P.O. Box 47255 • (206) 938-6500 

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98146-7255

F e b r u a r y  4 ,  1 9 9 2

S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i ,  C h a i r m a n  

H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  

P . O .  B o x  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

R e :  H . B .  3 1  -  P h a r m a c y  A p p l i c a n t  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s

D e a r  M a d a m  C h a i r m a n :

I  a m  w r i t i n g  t o  e x p r e s s  P a y ' n  S a v e ' s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  H . B .  3 1 .

P a y ' n  S a v e  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  e m p l o y e r s  o f  p h a r m a c i s t s  i n  

A l a s k a .  W e  o p e r a t e  1 0  f u l l  s e r v i c e  p h a r m a c i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a ,  

a n d  e m p l o y  2 3  f u l l - t i m e  a n d  5  p a r t - t i m e  p h a r m a c i s t s .

W e  o p p o s e  H . B .  3 1  f o r  a  s i m p l e  r e a s o n :  i t  w i l l  m a k e  i t  m o r e

d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e c r u i t  p h a r m a c i s t s  t o  A l a s k a ,  b e c a u s e  i t  r e d u c e s  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  e l i g i b l e  p h a r m a c i s t s  e l i g i b l e  t o  p r a c t i c e  p h a r m a c y  

i n  A l a s k a ,  f o r  n o  d i s c e r n i b l e  r e a s o n .

H . B .  3 1  r e d u c e s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p h a r m a c i s t s  i n  t w o  w a y s .  F i r s t ,  i t  

r e q u i r e s  g r a d u a t i o n  f r o m  a n  A C P E  m e m b e r  s c h o o l ,  w h i c h  i s  a  m o r e  

r e s t r i c t i v e  s t a n d a r d  t h a n  p r e s e n t  p r a c t i c e .  S t u d e n t s  w h o  a t t e n d  

a  s c h o o l  o u t s i d e  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  o r  o n e  w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  w h i c h  i s  n o t  a n  A C P E  m e m b e r ,  w i l l  n o t  b e  e l i g i b l e  t o  

p r a c t i c e  p h a r m a c y  i n  A l a s k a .

I n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  s u c h  a s  W a s h i n g t o n  i n  w h i c h  t h e  B o a r d  o f  P h a r m a c y

d e t e r m i n e s  e l i g i b i l i t y  t o  p r a c t i c e ,  t h e  B o a r d  d e v i s e s  s p e c i f i c  

t e s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n t e r n s h i p s ,  f o r  " n o n - a c c r e d i t e d "  a p p l i c a n t s ,  t o  

t e s t  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  p r a c t i c e  p h a r m a c y .  I n  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  o t h e r  

s t a t e s ,  t h e n ,  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h u s  m o r e  t a i l o r e d  t o  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  p r o m o t e  t h e  a d m i s s i o n  o f  p h a r m a c i s t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  

r e s t r i c t  a d m i s s i o n .

S e c o n d ,  A C P E  s u p p o r t s  a  s i x - y e a r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  f o r  

p h a r m a c i s t s ,  w h i c h  w e  a n d  m o s t  o t h e r  p h a r m a c y  c h a i n s  b e l i e v e  i s  

a b s o l u t e l y  u n n e c e s s a r y .  E n c l o s e d  a r e  m a t e r i a l s  f r o m  N A C D S ,  t h e  

n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  c h a i n  d r u g  s t o r e s .  T h e  N A C D S

i n f o r m a t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  n e e d  t o  s u b s t i t u t e

t h e  s i x - y e a r  p r o g r a m  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  f i v e - y e a r  p r o g r a m .



Senator Arliss Sturgulewski, Chairman
February 4, 1992
Page Two

T h e  s i x - y e a r  p r o g r a m  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t h e  c o s t s  o f  a  p h a r m a c y  

e d u c a t i o n  w i t h o u t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b e n e f i t i n g  t h e  p h a r m a c i s t ,  t h e  

p h a r m a c i s t ' s  e m p l o y e r ,  o r  t h e  p h a r m a c i s t ' s  p a t i e n t s .  A C P E ' s  

s t r o n g  s t a n c e  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  i s  s i m p l y  a n  

a r t i f i c i a l ,  u n n e c e s s a r y  l i m i t a t i o n  o n  a d m i s s i o n  t o  p r a c t i c e ,  

w i t h o u t  a n y  c o m m e n s u r a t e  b e n e f i t .

R e c r u i t i n g  a n d  h i r i n g  p h a r m a c i s t s  t o  w o r k  i n  A l a s k a  i s  d i f f i c u l t  

a s  i t  i s .  U s i n g  A C P E  a s  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  a b i l i t y  t o  

p r a c t i c e  i n  A l a s k a  w i l l  m a k e  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  w o r s e ,  f o r  n o  g o o d  

r e a s o n .

H . B .  3 1  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  c o m m i t t e e .  I f  i t  i s ,  i t  

s h o u l d  b e  a m e n d e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  a d m i s s i o n  

t o  p h a r m a c y  p r a c t i c e  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f  

P h a r m a c y .

I f  y o u  n e e d  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  P a y ' n  S a v e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  

a t  t h e  a d d r e s s  a b o v e  o r  c a l l  m e  a t  ( 2 0 6 )  9 3 8 - 6 4 7 4 .  J e r r y  

R e i n w a n d  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  u s  o n  t h i s  m a t t e r  a n d  c a n  a l s o  

p r o v i d e  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .

Y o u r s  v e r y  t r u l y ,

P A Y 'n  S A V E  D R U G  S T O R E S ,  I N C O R P O R A T E D

K i n n e  F .  H a w e s  

S e n i o r  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  

a n d  G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l

K F H : k l s

E n c l o s u r e s  ( a s  s t a t e d )

c c :  J e r r y  R e i n w a n d

R i c k  D o r t c h  

J o h n  B a n k s  

D o n  M c C u m b y  

S t a n  T h o m p s o n



F A C T  S H E E T S

On The 

Pharmacy Education Debate



T H E  P H A R M A C Y  E D U C A T I O N  D E B A T E

Pharmacists are currently prepared for professional practice through one of two academic 

programs. M o r e  than 8 5 %  of students receive a Bachelor of Science in P h a r m a c y  degree after 

five years of college study. T h e  remaining 1 5 %  of students receive a Doctor of P h a r m a c y  

(Pharm.D.) after six years of college study, with the last year focused on clinical training. Both 

the five and six year programs are referred to by the academic c o m m u n i t y  as entry-level, 

undergraduate, professional degrees. T h e  professional doctoral degree (Pharm.D.) can also be 

obtained through a two-year post-baccalaureate program. This latter p r ogram is considered an 

advanced graduate level education.

T h e  A m e r i c a n  Council on  Pharmaceutical Education ( A C P E ) ,  the bo d y  responsible for 

accrediting p h a r m a c y  education programs, released its Declaration of Intent (9/89) to focus 

exclusively "upon a doctor of phar m a c y  p r o g r a m  as the only professional degree program 

evaluated and accredited." A C P E  is proposing that educational standards be revised and the 

baccalaureate and doctoral programs of phar m a c y  be m e r g e d  into a doctoral degree program.

In 1990, the National Association of Chain D r u g  Stores commissioned two independent studies 

on  aspects of the education issue, and has offered the resuits to the p h a r m a c y  c o m m u n i t y  to 

assist in consideration of this important issue.

"An A sse s sm en t o f  F u tu r e  E d u c a t io n a l  N e ed s  f o r  C om m un ity  P h a rm a c is ts , ' '  
c o n d u c te d  b y  S R I In te rn a t io n a l ,  e x am in e s  th e  f u tu r e  ro le  o f  com m un ity  p h a rm a c y  
p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  t h e i r  f u t u r e  e d u c a t io n a l  n eed s , a n d  m a n p o w e r  im p lic a t io n s  o f  
e d u c a t io n  p o l ic ie s .

"A G a l lu p  S u r \’ey  o f  P h a rm a c y  S c h o o l F a c u l t y , " by  V ie  G a llu p  O rg a n iz a tio n ,  
p o l l e d  fu ll- tim e  p h a rm a c y  s c h o o l f a c u l ty  to  a s s e s s  th e i r  v iew  o f  th e  p h a rm a c y  
e d u c a t io n  d e g re e  is sue .

An exclusive Pharm .D . program  is not supportable (sec Fact Sheet #1) and would:

• Inappropriately educate the majority of pharmacists (Fact Sheet H2);
• W a s t e  millions of taxpayers’ and students' dollars on an educational p rogram with no

proven benefits (Fact Sheet #3);

• Close the door on a profession that has b e c o m e  increasingly attractive to w o m e n  and 

minorities as well as education costs, thereby hitting low-income students hardest (Fact 

Sheet #4);

• R e d u c e  c o n s u m e r  access to p h a r m a c y  services (Fact Sheet H5)\
• Severely exacerbate the current shortage of pharmacists (Fact Sheet H6)\ and
• Disregard the views of the majority of the phar m a c y  practitioners, educators, and

employers (Fact Sheet HI).

Based upon the results of the studies, NACDS continues to support the five-year degree 
p rogram  as the most appropria te  and responsible education for the m ajority of pharm acy 
practitioners.
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EXCLUSIVE PHARM.D. EDUCATION NOT SUPPORTABLE

T h e  critical question is whether the increased costs of educating a pharmacist w o u l d  be 

followed by increased benefits in serving a patient.

Known and Proven Costs...

• T h e  S R I  study documents the high costs of an exclusive P h a r m . D .  education program to 

the taxpayer, student, and consumer.

• Individual educators and institutions have documented the costs of exclusive P h a r m . D .  

p rograms to be four times that of a 5-year education.

• P h a r m . D .  education requires substantially greater investment in clinical faculty and clinical 

facilities and is therefore m o r e  expensive per student. Conversion to a P h a r m . D .  system 

of education therefore requires a substantial increase in budget, or a substantial redaction 

in enrollment.

...U nknow n and Unproven Benefit

° In 1984, the T a s k  Force on Pharmaceutical Education of the American Pharmaceutical 

Association concluded that if the profession m o v e s  to exclusive P h a r m . D .  education, "it 

should be based on  sound, supportable reasons." T h e  T a s k  Force called for a study to 

d o c u m e n t  the comparative utility and effectiveness of the 5-year B.S. and 6-year 

P h a r m . D .  degree pharmacists in practice, with special attention to c o m m u n i t y  pharmacy.

• S R I  reported that there is strong evidence that pharmacists with B.S. degrees and those 

with P h a r m . D .  degrees perform equally well in c o m m u n i t y  practice. T h e y  did not find 

any studies to the contrary.

• N o  data exist to s h o w  the cost effectiveness of an exclusive P h a r m . D .  program.

• N o  data exist to s h o w  that an exclusive P h a r m . D .  p r ogram is different from the 

baccalaureate program...except in length and cost of education.

• N o  data exist to s h o w  effective pharmaceutical services in the future will require all 

generalist pharmacists to be educated at the doctoral level.

• N o  data exist to support a policy of exclusive P h a r m . D .  education.

C hain P harm acy 's Perspective

An exclusive P harm .D . education for generalist pharm acists has known and proven 
costs with unknow n and unproven benefits. Proponents of an exclusive Pharm .D . 
education have yet to objectively study the cost-bcncfit implications of their position. 
The SR I study concludes that a 5-year program  should be the standard  Tor generalist 
pharm acy practitioners. Chain pharm acy agrees.
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ONE DEGREE CANNOT FIT ALL

T h e  m a n y  different practice settings available to t o m o r r o w ’s pharmacists will provide varied 

opportunities for professional growth. Considerable evolution has occurred in pharmacists’ 

professional practice which has caused s o m e  of the opportunities in different practice settings 

to vary to an extent that necessitates the differentiation of pharmacists’ education. A  single 

doctoral-level degree that seeks to be "all things to all people" w o u l d  not appropriately meet 

tire needs of either a p h a r m a c y  generalist or an advanced practitioner.

Generalists First, Advanced Education as Needed L ater

• T h e  c o m m u n i t y  setting accounts for 7 0 %  of all p h a r m a c y  practice opportunities.

• F e w  advertisements for pharmacist positions list the P h a r m . D .  degree as a requirement. 

T h o s e  that do, usually seek pharmacists for specialized positions.

• According to the S R I  study, the most likely future role for generalist c o m m u n i t y  

pharmacists is that of "drug-use counselor" to patients. High-quality educational 

preparation for that role can be achieved in a 5-year program, the study reports.

• S R I  found that very few current P h a r m . D .  graduates choose to practice in the c ommunity. 

Rather, they choose to enter alternative practice settings, such as hospital, institutional, or 

long-term care pharmacy.

• T h e  S R I  study also found that in c o m m u n i t y  pharmacies, the small minority of 

pharmacists with P h a r m . D .  degrees are no better prepared to provide c o m m u n i t y  based 

services than are pharmacists with baccalaureate degrees.

Five Y ear Program  Should Be Revised For G eneralist Practice

• S R I  r e c o m m e n d e d  that educators should revise the 5-ycar professional degree curriculum 

to better reflect the. skills required of a generalist p h a r m a c y  practitioner. A  6-year 

curriculum should not be adopted to avoid the difficult task of curriculum revision.

• A  survey of p h a r m a c y  faculty m e m b e r s  conducted by  T h e  Gallup Organization found that 

nearly two thirds ( 6 3 % )  believe that the preferred degree progression is a 5-year program  

for general practice followed by a graduate level P h a r m . D .  degree to prepare pharmacists 

for practice requiring advanced education.

C hain Pharm acy 's Perspective

A single Pharm .D . degree designed to educate pharm acists for every possible career 
option is unrealistic, im practical, and expensive. A 5-year program  with appropriate  
cu rricu la r revisions, is the appropria te  education for general practice. Education 
beyond 5 years should be reserved for pharm acists who wish to pursue opportunities 
requ iring  advanced education.
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TAXPAYERS AND STUDENTS WILL PICK UP TAB 
WHEN COST OF PHARMACY EDUCATION QUADRUPLES

................ Increased Educational/Faculty Costs

• T h e  extensive clinical training in the last professional year of a 6-year P h a r m . D .  program 

requires very low student to faculty ratios,

• T h e  m i n i m u m  increase in full-time faculty for 100 students in the last professional year of 

a 6-year P h a r m . D .  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  be 25 educators.

• T h e  1,500 additional faculty needed to educate the 6,000 baccalaureate degree candidates

in p h a r m a c y  for an additional year would cost $ 9 6  million per year in salaries and

benefits, or about $64,000 per educator.

................ Increased Cost to Students

• T h e  tuition and living expenses for an additional year of education w ould cost each student

between $5,000 and $20,000.

• T h e  loss of o n e  year’s pharmacist’s salary w o u l d  cost each student $40,000-$60,000.

• T h e  total cost to 6,000 students graduating annually w ould be between $30 0  million and 

$ 3 6 0  million in additional tuition and lost w a g e s  if they were forced into an exclusive 

P h a r m . D .  program.

.................. Increased Tax and Societal Costs

• Implementation of an exclusive 6-year P h a r m . D .  p r ogram would increase its educational 

costs by  20-40 percent in order to maintain existing class sizes.

• Gi v e n  the current status of state budgets, it is unlikely that additional funding can be m a d e  

available to p h a r m a c y  schools to support an exclusive Phar m . D .  program. States are 

experiencing budget shortfalls and a n u m b e r  of colleges and universities are having to 

m a k e  mid-year cuts in school budgets.

• T h e  alternative to higher education costs is smaller class sizes. Class sizes would have to 

be reduced by 25 to 4 0  percent, according to estimates from the academic community. 

This w ould cause the existing pharmacist shortage to b e c o m e  serious by the year 2000, 

according to SRI.

C hain Pharm acy’s Perspective

An exclusive Pharm .D . policy Is a costly proposition. It would cither cost schools,
taxpayers, nnd students millions of unavailable dollars, or it would cost students an
opportunity  to become a pharm acist. It would certainly cost pharm acy patients the
convenient availability of pharm acists’ services.
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DOOR WOULD CLOSE TO PROFESSION 
INCREASINGLY ATTRACTIVE TO WOMEN AND MINORITIES 

W o m e n  a n d  M i n o r i t y  P h a r m a c y  S t u d e n t s

Percent of Total Students

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989

I. I Minorities E 9 3  W o m e n

• P h a r m a c y  has b e c o m e  an increasingly popular career option for w o m e n .  In 1980, w o m e n  

accounted for 4 7 %  of all students enrolled in p h a r m a c y  degree programs. B y  1989, that 

percentage had increased to almost 6 2 % ,  and it continues to g r o w  each year.

• P h a r m a c y  has also proved to be a popular career choice for minority students. Black, 

Hispanic, Indian, and Asian Americans accounted for nearly 2 0 %  of total p h a r m a c y  

school enrollment in 1989.

• A t  a time w h e n  substantial efforts are being m a d e  to attract m o r e  w o m e n  and minority 

students to careers in the health professions, it is illogical to decrease the opportunities 

available for those students to b e c o m e  pharmacists.

M i a r m n c y  W o n ’t B e  Realistic O p t i o n  F o r  L o w  I n c o m e  Students

• Students from low-income families might b e  prevented from studying p n a r m a c y  altogether 

if a m o r e  expensive, longer p r o g r a m  is implemented in all schools. Five years of tuition 

and living expenses, which currently range from $5,000 to $20,000 per year, already 

present a serious burden for m a n y  p h a r m a c y  students. Scholarship and loan m o n e y  for 

university students is increasingly scarce.

• P h a r m a c y  students w h o  are able to receive financial aid graduate with an average debt 

load of $13,000. Lengthening the time required to receive a p h a r m a c y  degree would  

substantially increase the debt load of these students.
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JEOPARDIZE PATIENT ACCESS 
TO VITAL HEALTH CARE SERVICES

P h a r m a c y  patients consistently rank convenience and the pharmacist provider as the two most 

important characteristics of their pharmacy. Today, there is a shortage of pharmacists which 

w o u l d  be severely exacerbated if students are forced into an exclusive P h a r m . D .  program. T h e  

pharmacist shortage threatens patient access to pharmacists and phar m a c y  services.

Patients Suffer from Pharm acist Shortage

• Th e r e  will be longer lines and increased waiting times at the prescription department.

• Patients will travel further for p h a r m a c y  services.

• Limited store hours, and the disappearance of 24-hour pharmacies will limit convenient and 

e m e r g e n c y  access to prescriptions and phar m a c y  services.

• Neither technology nor techniques will solve the problems created by a pharmacist shortage.

 Limited Access to Vital Pharm acy Services M eans
Lower Quality and H igher Cost Health Care

• T h e  National Council on Patient Information and Education ( N C P I E )  reports that 2 5 %  of 

hospital and nursing h o m e  admissions a m o n g  the elderly are caused by adverse drug 

reactions, m a n y  of which could be prevented by proper pharmacist screening and counseling. 

T h e s e  hospitalizations cost $21 billion annually.

• P h a r m a c y  patients m a y  be forced to seek p h a r m a c y  services from m o r e  convenient sources 

in w hich there is no opportunity for direct pharmacist-patient interaction, such as dispensing 

physicians and mail order. This m a y  increase the likelihood of improper medication use.

• Improper use of medications carries other significant costs as well, according to N C P I E .  

T h e s e  include:

—  M o r e  frequent hospitalizations and emergency r o o m  visits.

—  Otherwise unnceded diagnostic and treatment services.

—  Higher health care expenditures overall.

-- Higher insurance premiums.

—  T h e  wasted cost of unused medicines.

• W i t h  revision, the current 5-year curriculum can effectively educate future pharmacists for 

the ever expanding role of drug use counsellors.
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I
PHARMACIST SHORTAGE WILL BE MOST SEVERE 

W IE N  BABY BOOMERS NEED PHARMACY SERVICES THE MOST

The P harm acist Shortage is R eal...

® There is a current shortage of 15,000 
pharmacists nationwide, or about 8.2 
percent of the total number of 
pharmacists needed in all practice 
settings.

•  SRI estimates that even if there is no 
loss o f pharmacy school graduates due to 
lengthening the time required to become 
a pharmacist, there will be a shortage of 
33,000 pharmacists or 13.7 percent of 
the total demand for pharmacists by the 
year 2010.

•  If pharmacy schools are forced to 
move exclusively to a 6 year Pharm.D. 
degree program, SRI’s most conservative 
estimates predict a serious shortage of 
pharmacists by the year 2000 (19,000 or 
9.5 percent) and a severe shortage by the 
year 2010 (42,000 or 17.4 percent).

...a n d  It Will Adversely Affect Patients.

•  Patient access to . pharmacists and their services will be severely diminished by the 
pharmacist shortage. Community pharmacies will not be able to continue to offer the 
convenience o f late hours or 24-hour locations, and indeed some pharmacies will close, 
forcing patients to travel longer distances for pharmacy services.

•  The combination of the increased need and demand for pharmacists and the shortage of 
pharmacists will certainly lead to increased competition among employers in all practice 
settings for pharmacists. This will lead to increased health care costs to patients.

•  SRI contends that the impact of a serious shortage of pharmacists would result in an 
emphasis on short-term economic considerations (e.g. increasing the number of prescriptions 
filled per pharmacist) rather than encouraging professional services that improve the quality 
of health care and have long-term economic benefits.

P h a r m a c y  M a n p o w e r  I m b a l a n c e

S u p p l y  a nd  D e m a n d  1989  -  2010

Thousanda
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P H A R M A C Y  c o m m u n i t y  o v e r w h e l m i n g

S U P P O R T  F O R  A  5 - Y E A R  G E N E R A L I S T  D E G R E E

There is broad documente d support for the 5-year generalist degree program in pharmacy. 

T h e  5-year generalist approach, with an option of pursuing an advanced professional degree 

is supported b y  pharmacy practitioners, educators, and employers.

................ Pharm acy P ractitioner Support

• A  statistically valid national survey of 677 c o m m u n i t y  pharmacists conducted by S R I  

International found that 64 percent disapproved of the exclusive P h a r m . D .  p r ogram and 

only 30  percent approved of it.

"If curricula are continually revised and updated, then the B.S. degree will continue to serve 

pharmacists well as the entry-level degree."

—  S u s a n  B a r t lem ay , R .P h .,  M .S ., A llen  P h a rm a c y ,  A llen , Texas, U .S. P h a rm a c is t ,  
A u g u s t 1990

"I w o u l d  not choose a P h a r m . D .  degree today if I had to do  it all over again. I a m  

currently e m p l o y e d  by a large chain and do  not attribute m y  success to m y  degree but to m y  

experience, perseverance and hard work."

—  L e t te r  to  th e  E d ito r ,  U S  P h a rm a c is t ,  N o v em b e r 1990

"High quality programs at both the Baccalaureate and Dcctor of P h a r m a c y  levels are needed 

to produce pharmacists w h o  can meet the entire spectrum of patients' pharmaceutical needs." 

-- P o s i t io n  S ta tem e n t o f  A m e ric a n  C o lle g e  o f  C lin ic a l P h a rm a c y ,  F e b ru a ry  9, 1991

..................Pharm acy E ducator Support

• S R I  reported that 59 percent of p h a r m a c y  school deans did not favor the m o v e m e n t  to an 

exclusive P h a r m . D .  program.

• T h e  Gallup Organization survey discovered that 63 percent of full-time p h a r m a c y  school 

faculty feel that the progression from a 5-year generalist degree to an advanced P h a r m . D .  

degree for specialized phar m a c y  practice is preferred because it will best prepare 

pharmacists for various practice settings. Only 3 0  pciccnt did not feel this way.

"I do not understand how people can propose the entry-level Pharm.D. as a Sirategy to 

improve the quality of health care, while at the same time acknowledge this will drastically 

reduce access to prescriptions."
—  W illiam  H . C am pb e ll,  D e a n ,  A u b u rn  U n iv e rs ity  S c h o o l o f  P h a rm a c y , P re s e n ta t io n  to  

S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  o f  N o v  York a t  B u ffa lo , J u n e  22, 1990

"During the general discussion held at this retreat it b e c a m e  apparent that realities of societal 

d e m a n d ,  educational resources required, and differentiated forms of practice were leading 

faculty to conclude that a uniform, doctoral level plan of study and experience for all entry- 

level pharmacists w a s  neither academically rational nor ;ost effective."

—  The U n iv e rs ity  o f  T ex as C o lle g e  o f  P h a rm a c y , J a n u a r y  14, 1991
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P H A R M A C Y  C O M M U N I T Y  O V E R W H E L M I N G

S U P P O R T  F O R  A  5 - Y E A R  G E N E R A L I S T  D E G R E E  ( C o i T t )

................ Pharm acist Em ployer Support

• Emp l o y e r s  of c o m m u n i t y  pharmacists do not see a difference in the performance of 

e m p l o y e e  pharmacists with B.S. degrees and those with P h a r m . D .  degrees, according to 

SRT. International.

• A  survey of nearly 2,000 independent retail pharmacists’ s h o w e d  that over 6 0 %  of the 

pharmacists believed the period of time required to complete the first professional degree 

should be 5 years. O n l y  2 5 %  felt the initial degree should be 6 years. -- NARD  
N ew s le tte r ,  D e c e m b e r  15, 1990

C hain Pharm acy’s Perspective

NACDS an d  the chain drug store industry strongly support a m ultiple degree approach 
to pharm acy education which includes a 5-year generalist degree as the appropriate 
system for pharm acy education.

Prepared by the National Association of Chain Drug Stores - 3/6/91 Education Pact Sheet HI - Page 2
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INTRODUCTION

S i n c e  t h e  f i r s t  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 3 7 ,  

t h e s e  e v a l u a t i v e  c r i t e r i a  h a v e  b e e n  r e v i s e d  p e r i o d i c a l l y ,  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  e v e r y  s i x  o r  s e v e n  y e a r s ,  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  c h a n g e s  i n  

p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  p h a r m a c y  p r a c t i c e , ,  T h e  c u r r e n t  

s t a n d a r d s  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  g u i d e l i n e s  ( e i g h t h  e d i t i o n )  w e r e  a d o p t e d  

J u l y  1,  1 9 8 4 ,  a n d  b e c a m e  e f f e c t i v e  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 5 .  I n  S e p t e m b e r  

1 9 8 9 ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C o u n c i l  o n  P h a r m a c e u t i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  a n n o u n c e d  

i t s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  i n i t i a t e  t h e  n e x t  r e v i s i o n  p r o c e s s .

T h e  A C P E  * s  v i e w  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  p h a r m a c y  p r a c t i t i o n e r  a n d  

t h e  g o a l s  o f  t h e  p h a r m a c y  p r a c t i t i o n e r ' s  s e r v i c e s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  

a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  C o u n c i l ' s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  n e w  p r o g r a m m a t i c  

a c c r e d i t a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  t h a t  w i l l  r e f l e c t  a n d  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  

m i s s i o n  s e t - f o r t h  f o r  t h e  p h a r m a c y  p r a c t i t i o n e r .  M o r e o v e r ,  i t  w a s  

s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  n e w  d i r e c t i o n  m a y  b e c o m e  a d o p t e d  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  

y e a r  2 0 0 0  ( c f .  A C P E  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n t e n t ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 7 ,  1 9 8 9 ,  c o p y  

a p p e n d e d ) . T h i s  o p i n i o n  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  p h a r m a c y  c o m m u n i t y  

a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  w i t h  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  f u l l  a n d  o p e n  

d i s c u s s i o n s  w o u l d  b e  h e l d  i n  a c c o r d  w i t h  A C P E ' s  p u b l i s h e d  p o l i c i e s  

a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  t h e  r e v i s i o n  o f  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s .  I t  w a s  

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  h e a r i n g s  a n d  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  w r i t t e n  

c o m m e n t s  w a s  t o  b e  r e l e a s e d  i n  1 9 9 0 .

T h e  f i r s t  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  t h e  t e n - y e a r  r e v i s i o n  p r o c e s s  w i l l  b e  

p r i m a r i l y  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  p r o p o s e d  r e v i s i o n s .  T h i s  

w i l l  i n c l u d e  b r o a d l y - b a s e d  i n p u t  r e g a r d i n g  c o m p e t e n c i e s  a n d  

c u r r i c u l a r  c o n t e n t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a  g e n e r a l i s t  p h a r m a c y  

p r a c t i t i o n e r .  T h e  s e c o n d  f i v e  y e a r s  p r o v i d e  f o r  o p e n  h e a r i n g s  a n d  

s u b m i s s i o n  o f  w r i t t e n  c o m m e n t s .  T h e  d e t a i l s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

p r o c e d u r e  f o r  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  p r o p o s e d  r e v i s i o n s  a s  w a l l  a s  t h e  

s c h e d u l e  f o r  t h e  c o m m e n t  p e r i o d  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :



Procedure.and Schedule fox the 
R e v i s i o n  o f  A c c r e d i tatlon_Standards and G u i d e l ines in,the 1 9 9 0 * a

AMERICAN, COUNCIL. ON PHARMACgPTXCAL, EDUCATION
<t>

1 • D i stribution of Agenda for, D_sy_elo.iaaaat_j*n<l Schedule for 
H e a r i n g s . T i m e l i n e : Spriag 1990.

II. Competency and Content D e v e l o p m e n t : BS&ftflJjSrffageq
Parti cipatoryJ>roc_edu£ag for Developm e nt .Of, Proposed Revisions 
of S t a n d a r d s . T i m e l i n e : June 1990-June 1991.

A. ACPE extends an invitation to sponsoring organizations 
as veil as to all other professional societies (e.g., 
JCPP membership) to:

1. Provide key competencies or other educational 
outcome characteristics which the organization feels 
are necessary for a generallst__pharmdcv practitioner 
(i.e., community and hospital practice) to meet the 
societal purpose of pharmacy at present and in the 
future.

2. Review and analyze currentiiurxicular standards for 
both professional programs accredited by ACPE (i.e., 
baccalaureate in pharmacy and doctor of p h a r m a c y ) . 
The relative importance and emphasis which should 
be given to each curricular area to provide for 
future educational preparedness as a generalist 
pharmacy practitioner should be assessed. [A 
standardized format will be provided by ACPE which 
may be used to assist in this review and analysis.]

3. Submit suggestions and recommendations for reduced 
emphasis (or deletions) and increased emphasis (or 
additions) which are deemed necessary for each 
professional program (baccalaureate in pharmacy and 
doctor of pharmacy) to prepare graduates as general 
practitioners so as to meet the societal purpose of 
pharmacy at present and the future, as set-forth in 
A-l above. The mission of the pharmacy practitioner 
and the goals of the pharmacy practitioner's 
services as presented in the ACPE Declaration of 
Intent, September 18, 1989, may be used as guidance.

Recommendations and suggestions should also be 
included related to enhancing efficiencies in the 
educational process involving students as active 
learners and maturing professionals consistent with

1



program outcome goals, and emphasis, on the 
development of problem-solving skills.

N o t e ; While comments may be included on the 
programmatic framework as presented in the ACPE 
Declaration, the purpose of this analysis is to 
ascertain opinions for competencies and c o n t e n t .

4. Provide perspectives and recommendations for 
appropriate educational development of baccalaureate 
degreed pharmacists already in practica (e.g., non- 
traditional educational approaches). This input 
should include appropriate education and training 
program innovations as well as assessment processes 
for outcome characteristics and individualized 
practice patterns of pharmacists.

III. &HAiY9i 8_and_Pre_Uml.naEfc.FSOmiUUgPL P f . EtZi glono of
S t a n d a r d s . T i m e l i n e : June 1991 - June 1992.

A, ACPE analyzes responses from the pharmacy community 
(e.g., frequency of comments, analysis of 
recommendations, weighing of o p i n i o n s ) .

B. ACPE formulates, as of June 1992, in appropriate 
accreditation/technical language, proposed revisions of 
standards in accord with the programmatic framework of 
a doctor of pharmacy program, as presented in the 
Declaration of Intent. (This will involve a process of 
merging program standards.)

iv. preliminary Review of Proposed Revisions, fev. jprofessionai 
Soc i e t i e s . T i m e l i n e : June 1992 - June 1993.

ACPE appoints an ad hog Advisory Committee on standards 
Revision. The charges to this committee include:

a) assistance in the continuing development of proposed 
revisions;
b) review of and reaction to a doctor of pharmacy 
programmatic framework;
c) review of and reaction to curricular and other revised 
standards as proposed.

N o t e : The member of the fid hoc committee (approximately
10-12 members) will be appointed on the nomination of 
sponsoring organizations and other professional and 
educational societies.

2



v . A<?pg Reviews Findlnge. and __&£ER.-ftfl_JlQg
Advisory committee on Standards R e v l g l o n g . liafiilafis June
1993 - June 1994.

A. If general approval is noted, ACPE mav_arQCflfld_tQ.-heagJLng

B. If recommendations are mode with regard to changes in 
content, curricular or other standards, the ACPE may 
modify, revise or refine, and tnon p r o c e e d , t o  hearing 
afcagfi.

C. If the committee expresses broad countervailing sentiment 
regarding the revisions as proposed, including the doctor 
of pharmacy programmatic framework, the ACPE would 
reconsider the programmatic approach.

VI. Comment Period i i  (For option A  and B a b o v e ) . Tlffifllftna: June
1994 - June 1995.

Open hearings are to be scheduled at professional organization 
meetings and written comments are invited over a one-year 
period.

VII. ACPE Review # 1 . T i m e l i n e : June 1995 • January 1996.

Reactions obtained during the comment period are considered, 
and the modified standards are readied for subsequent 
comments. 0£, if reconsideration of the programmatic 
framework i3 needed, the Council would modify the revision 
procedure as in V.(C.) above.

VI I I . Comment Period 42. T i m e l i n e : January 1996 - J a n uary 1997.

Open hearings are scheduled at professional organization 
meetings and written comments are invited over a one-year 
period..

IX. ACPg ftoviev 1 2 . T i m e l i n e : January 1997 - June 1997.

A. Reactions to Comment Period #2 are considered; 
modifications are made where indicated.

B. Standards adopted - June 1997.

C. Effective date to be established based upon resource 
development, etc., perhaps as soon as July 1, 2000.



Note: If the propoaed revision of standards is to be
reconsidered as of Jun* \>94 (cf. V.(C.) above), based upon 
countervailing sentiment expressed by the ad hoc Advisory 
Committee on Standards Revision, or subsequent to the 
scheduled comment periods, the information gathered to date 
may be utilized for purposes of standards revisions within the 
current programmatic framework (o.g., baccalaureate in 
pharmacy and doctor of pharmacy p r o g r a m ) . A revision process 
would need to be rescheduled but should ba completed within 
an additional two years.

The Board of ■£!!■■ m r a flgautlgal
Education,. J anuary 7,-1990,

Ellen E. Chaffee 
Robert K. Chalmers 
Jack L. Coffey 
Jack R. Cole 
Leonard J. DeMino 
Harold N. Godwin 
Michael E. Hart, Jr. 
William J. Kinnard, Jr. 
Evelyn D. Timmons 
John H. Vandel
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Declaration of IntentJ___
in liigiJL i n  Eseplnu vlth Chapqei l a ^ E M r a a g g„MA91Act 

and Ph&n»iioftutlflAL_Bftiaatlaa

The American Council on Pharmaceutical Education recognizee the 

changes occurring and contemplated in health care and acknowledges 

that the societal purpose of pharmacy dictates that it be a 

patient-centered practice. Hence, it is the view of ACPE that the 

mission of the pharmacy practitioner is to nssut,* responsibility 

for providing pharmacer' leal services that ensure rational drug use 

in the individualized care of patients.

The goals of the pharmacy practi t i o n e r’s services are:

1) to provide drug therapy that is appropriate, safe, 

efficacious and cost effective;

2) tc educate and motivate patients to assume an appropriate 

and active role in self-care and the management of their 

drug therapy as related to their particular medical 

conditions; and

3) to effect the appropriate distribution of medication to 

patients.

1
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The ACPE intends to establish new programmatic accreditation 

standards that reflect and respond to the above mission sat-forth 

for the pharmacy practitioner. Based upon the C o u n c i l’s analysis 

and assessment of current practice developments, future practice 

challenges and the corresponding educational preparedness needed, 

the Council foresees the time when the accreditation standards will 

focus upon a doctor of pharmacy program as the only professional 

degree program evaluated and accredited. This new direction may 

become adopted as soon as the year 2000.

The ACPE presents this opinion to the pharmacy community and the 

public. Full and open discussions are intended, including hearings 

and written comments regarding revision of curricular and other 

standards. The procedure for hearings and submission of written 

comments will be released in 1990.

D e v e l o p e d  a n d / u p t n i a o u g l Y .  u p p r r a i f l  b v  fch* Jttfle r d  QX. J i g f t g t f i g i i  o f - t h t  

Aag£j.o<in Council on gharaaqgnUflil. Education,,. ftanfctafeajE.

Dr. Ellen E. Chaffee
Associate Commissioner for Academic Affairs 
North Dakota State Board o f Higher Education

Dr. Robert K. Chalmers 
Hoad, Department of Pharmacy Practice 
School of Pharmacy and Pharmacal Sciences 
Purdue University

Mr. Jack L. Coffee
Community Pharmacy Practitioner
Shawnee Medical Center
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Dr. Jack R. Cole
Senior Vice President for Academic Affair® and Provost 
University of Arizona

Mr. Leonard J. DeMino 
Vice P r e sident , Pharmacy
National Association of Chain Drug Store® (NACDS)

Mr. Harold N. Godwin 
Director of Pharmacy Service®
University of Kansas Medical Center 
Professor of Pharmacy Practice 
University of Kansas School of Pharmacy

Mr. Michael E. Hart, Jr.
Community Pharmacy Practitionor 
Hart Synder Drug Store

Dr. William J. K i m a r d ,  Jr.
Acting President 
University of Maryland

Ms. Evelyn D. Timmons 
Community Pharmacy Practitioner 
Arizona Apothecaries, Ltd.

Mr. John H. Vandel
Community Pharmacy Practitioner
Vandel Drugs

3



&3 . U  32 1 2 :!  j i tu. oiu rbii uli

.THE AMERICAN COUNCIL ON PHARMACEUTICAL EDUCATION
31! West Superior Street • Chicago, Illino is  e o e io  • 312/004-3575 • FAX 312/004-4652

M E M B E R ®  O F  Y K B  B O A R D  0 7  D I R E C T O R S  
A M D  7 R O 7 S B 0 X O M A L  S T A 7 7  

0 7  T H E  A M E R IC A N  C O U N C IL  O N  n iA R M A C B & T IC A L  E D U C A T IO N

J a n u a r y  1 9 9 2

P r e s i de n t

V i c e  P r e s i d e n t
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H a r ol d N. Godwin, M.S., R.Ph.
Director of P h a r m a c y  S e r v i c e s  
D epartment of Pha rm a cy  
U n i v e r s i t y  of K a n sa s Medic a l C en te r 
Kansas City, KS

Michael E • H & r t , Jr., B.S., R . P h . 
c o m m un i ty  P h a r m a c y  P r a c t i t i o n e r  
Hert S n y d e r  Drug 
Forest Lake, MU

J a c k  L. Coffey, B.S., R.Ph.
C om munity P h a r ma c y P r a c t i t i o n e r  
Shawnee M e d i c a l  C en te r 
Shawnee, O K

Ellen E. Chaffee, Ph.D.
Vice C h a n c e l l o r  for A c a d e m i c  A f f a i r s  
North Dako ta  U n i v e r s i t y  S y s t e m  
Bismarck, N D

Jack R. Cole, Ph.D., R.Ph.
S e nior V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  for A c a d e m i c  A f f a i r s  and P r o v o s t  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Arizo na  
Tucson, A2

W i l l i a m  J. Kinnard, Jr., Ph.D., P..Ph.
P ro fessor of P h a r m a c y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
U n i v e r s i t y  of M a r y l a n d  
School of P h a r m a c y  
Baltimore, M D
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James B. Powers, B.S., R . Ph .*  
ConHni«lty P h a r m a c y  P r a c t i t i o n e r  
Burda Pharmacy 
Carrabelle, FL

Michael A. S c h w a r t z , Ph.D., R . P h , * *  
Dean
U ni ve rs it y of Florida 
College of P h a rm ac y 
Gainesville, FL

Evelyn D. Timmons, B.S., R.Ph. 
C om munity P h a r m a c y  P r a c t i t i o n e r  
Arizona A po th e c a r i e s ,  Ltd.
DBA Mt. V i e w  P h a r m a c y  
Paradise Valley, A2

J oh n H. Vandal, 8.S., R.Ph. 
C om munity P h a r m a c y  P r a c t i t i o n e r  
Vandel Drugs, inc.
Torrington, WY

Daniel A. Nona, Ph.D., R.Ph. 
Executive D i r e c t o r

J e f fr ey  W. Wadelin, Ph.D., R.Ph. 
As sociate E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

Kimberly K. Warner, Pharm.D., R.Ph. 
A ss is ta nt  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

* S u c c e e d e d  L e on a rd  J^ DeMino, V i c e P r e s i d e n t  of Pharmacy, National 
A s s o c i a t i o n  of C h a i n  D ru g stores, w h o s e  t e r m  of o f f i c e  e n d e d  J u l y  1, 1990.

** S u c c e e d e d  R o b e r t  K. Chalmers, Head, D e p a r t m e n t  of P h a r m a c y  Practice, Purdue 
U n i v e r s i t y  S chool of P h a r m a c y  : .id P ha rmacal Sciences, w h o s e  t e r m  of office 
ended J u l y  1, 1990,
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Alaska State Legislature
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C o m m i t t e e  o n  R u l e s

P. O. Box v  
Juneau, Alaska 99S11

Phone:
(907) 465-3764 

465-3765

HB 31 APPLICANTS FOR PHARMACIST LICENSING
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HB 31 - H ouse Labor & Commerce Com m ittee M inutes 
April 25. 1991

Chair Finkelstein opened discussion on H B  31.

Number 122

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  N C L O  K O P O N E N .  p n m e  sponsor of H 3  31. 
testified, He explained the bill, noting that he had 
Introduced it before. By allowing pharmacists w h o  had 
received their training outside the U.S. to be licensed in 
.Alaska. H B  31 would bring the practice of pharmacy’ into 
line with other health professions, and bring Alaska into 
line with a majority of other states.
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Nur her 173
Rep. Parnell asked Rep. Kopcnen w h y  the bill was changing 
the national organization It referred to. and if the two 
organizations were competitive at all.

Rep. Koponen stated that they served different purposes.
and both backed the Idea
Chair Flnkelsteln opened discussion on H B  31.

Number 122

RE P R E S E N T A T I V E  NIILO K O P O N E N .  prime sponsor of H B  31. 
testified. He explained the bill, noting that he had 
Introduced It before. By allowing pharmacists w h o  had 
received their training outside the U.S. to be licensed In 
Alaska. H B  31 would bring the practice of pharmacy Into 
line with other health professions, and bring Alaska Into 
line with a majority of other states.

Number 173

Rep. Pamell asked Rep. Koponen why the bill was changing 
the national organization it referred to. and If the two 
organizations were competitive at all.

Rep. Koponen stated that they served different purposes, 
and both backed the Idea

Number 200

Ms. Boudreaux testified, stating the Department of Commerce 
and Economic Development (DCED) supported H B  31. She n 
noted that the practice of allowing foreign education equivalents 
wasn't unusual, and that in Alaska, where a shortage of 
pharmacists existed, it was Important to not narrow the 
scope of qualified applicants.

Number218

Rep. Donley asked If the D C E D  had spoken with pharmacists 
concerning H B  31.

Ms. Boudreaux stated that the position paper on H B  31 was 
developed before she was hired, and she didn't Imow ffthey 
had been consulted.

Rep. Donley noted that several pharmacists had spoken to 
him with concerns about the proposed laws contained in H B

31.

Ms. Boudreaux stated that she wuuld try to find out what 
their concerns were and get back to the committee. She 
also suggested that perhaps the requirement that the 
pharmacists be fluent In English had assuaged the Anchorage 
pharmacists concerns.
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Number 264
Rep. Bruckman stated that she. too. had spoken with 
pharmacists and concerns had arisen. She asked Ms. 
Boudreaux if it would be appropriate to ask the D C E D  to 
write to the affected individuals to solicit comments.

Ms. Boudreaux stated that it wasn't die focus of the 
Division, and that, as professionals, pharmacists had 
organizational frameworks through which concerns could be 

expressed.

Number 294

Rep. Koponen stated that pharmacists had supported H B  31 in 
the past and they knew it had been introduced that session.
He also noted that under current law, an Alaskan, w h o  had 
gone to school in overseas to become a pharmacist, couldn't 
come back to Alaska and practice as a licensed pharmacist.

Rep. Bruckman asked Rep. Koponen how m a n y  states had laws 
similar to the ones proposed.

Rep. Koponen stated that a majority of them did.

Rep. Donley noted that those w h o  had expressed support for 
H B  31 in the past weren't "rank and Ole" pharmacists, but 
managers.

Chair Finkelsteln held H B  31 until Tuesday April 30.

HB 31 - House Labor & Commerce C om m ittee M inutes 
April 30, 1991

Chair Finkelsteln opened discussion on H B  31.

Number 606

Rep. Bruckman moved H B  31 pass from committee with 
individual recommendations.

Chair Finkelsteln asked if there was any objection to 
moving H B  31 from committee with individual 
recommendations. There being none. H B  31 passed from 
committee with individual recommendations.

HB 31 - House HESS Com m ittee M inutes 
May 13, 1991

REP. NIILO K O P O N E N .  Prime Sponsor of H B  31. Joined tire 
Committee. Rep. Koponen stated that current law went back 
to Territorial days, and H B  31 would correct certain 
inequities in Lhose laws.

lAt this point the tape recorder stopped functioning, and



the remainder of the meeting, approximately five minutes, 
is unrecorded; however shorthand notes are available in the 
Hess Committee Room. Capital 106.)

Rep. Koponen stated that H B  31 would benefit one 
individual, an assistant hospital pharmacist, w h o  was 
working as an assistant although technically she had higher 
training than the pharmacist, because of that defective 
law; that the individual involved was from Viet H a m  aul had 
been educated and trained in Paris. He believed the 
objections that had been voiced w'ere based on her sex and 
race, rather than her qualifications. Rep. Koponen said 
that H B  31 u'ould extend the same opportunity to pharmacists 
trained at non-Unlted States institutions as to those who 
trained in the United States and met American standards of 
academic and clinical competence. He noted that Alaska was 
the only state which did not a recognize foreign education.

Number 142

Rep. Hanley asked if language in Section 2 was "clean-up” 
language.

Rep. Koponen replied that it was; that Section 1, part 3, 
commencing at page 1, line 10, was pertinent n e w  language.

Number 143

Rep. C a m e y  moved to pass H B  31 with fiscal note from 
committee with individual recommendations. There was no 
objection, and it was so ordered.
The meeting adjourned at 9:07 a.m.

HB 31 - H ouse Rules Com m ittee M inutes
Ja n u a ry  23, 1992

Chairperson Ellis called the meeting of the House Rules 
Committee to order at 8:08 a.m. and noted that members 
present w'ere Rep. Grussendorf. Rep. Martin. Rep. Taylor 
and Rep. Davidson. He announced that there were two 
items on the calendar, H B  31. “an Act relating to 
applicants for pharmacists licenses; and providing for an 
effective date", and H B  247 “.An Act relating to licensure 
of dentists, including licensure by credentials; relating to 
the Board of Dental Examiners; and providing for an 
effective date." Chairperson Ellis noted for the record 
that Rep. Gruenbergjoined the Committee. Chairperson 
Ellis announced that the first Item for discussion would 
be H B  31 and invited Rep. Koponen to address the 
Committee.

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  K O P O N E N  Joined the Committee and 
explained that essentially it was a technical amen d m e n t  
that sunsets at the same time the Board itself would 
sunset. Rep. Martin inquired as to the difference between 
the original version and the Rules version. Rep. Koponen 
responded that the only difference was the sunset. He
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further explained that Section 1 would allow licensure of 
Alaskan's w h o  have studied In foreign schools. Section 2 
sunsets after a year of operation.

N u m b e r  244

Rep. Grussendorf moved to adopt the committee 
substitute for H B  31 (Rules). With no objections, the C S  
was before the Committee for discussion. Chairperson 
Ellis noted that Rep. Donley joined the Committee. Rep. 
Gruenberg expressed some confusion as to what had been 
added to the bill. Chairperson Ellis explained that the 
committee substitute Includes a sunset.

Rep. Martin moved to pass C S H B  31 (Rules) out of 
Committee. Hearing no objection. It was so ordered.
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