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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 9 (TRANSPORTATION)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

BY Till-: SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

Offered: 2/8/91
Referred: Finance

Sponsor(s): SENATORS ADAMS, Roc*v,, Sturgulewski

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Acl naming the Bob Blodgett Nome-Teller Highway, the Ina Johnston Bridge, and

2 Mount M e d ia n ."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

4 * Sedion 1. AS 35.40 is amended by adding new sections to read:

5 Sec. 35.40.070. BOB BLODGETT NOME-TELLER HIGHWAY. The road connecting

6  Nome and Teller is named the Bob Blodgett Nome-Teller Highway.

7 Sec. 35.40.075. INA JOHNSTON BRIDGE. Bridge number 1192 on Edgerton Park

8  Road over the Little Susitna River is named Ina Johnston Bridge.

9 * Sec. 2. AS 44.19 is amended by adding a new section to read:

10 Sec. 44.19.063. MOUNT McGHAN NAMED, (a) Notwithstanding AS 44.19.054-

j 1 44.19.062, the unnamed mountain located on the north shore of Kenai Lake and south shore of

12 Crescent Lake, at Section 13, Township 4 North, Range 2 West, Seward Meridian, 60 degrees

13 26’00"N, 149 degrees 33’30"W is named "Mount McGhan."

14 (b) "Mount McGhan" is the official name of the geographic feature identified in (a) of

SB0009b -1-
Ncw Text. U n d e r l i n e d  [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]

CSSB 9(TRA)



this section and shall be used on all maps, records, documents, and other publications issued by 

the state or its departments and political subdivisions.
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FROM: S enator A1 A dam s

RE: Senate Bill 9, "An A ct nam ing the Bob B lodgett N om e-T eller 
H ighw ay ."

DATE: F eb ru ary  9, 1991

This is to req u est a hearing in  the Senate F inance C om m ittee hearing on 
the  a fo rem en tio n ed  leg is la tio n .

T he S enate  T ransporta tion  version  adds the nam ing  o f the Ina Johnston  
B ridge over the L ittle  Susitna R iver and the nam ing o f M t. M cG han.

A ttached  to th is le tte r  are:
° copy o f orig inal bill and new  version  
0 fiscal note to the orig inal version
° m ap of the road  area for Bob B lodgett R oad designation 
0 le tte r o f support from  the D epartm en t o f T ransporta tion  W estern 

D istric t m anager for B ob B lodgett R oad designation  
0 copies o f past new spaper artic les show ing Senator B lodgett's  

in te re st in creation  of the road  
0 le tte r o f support from  the City o f N om e fo r Bob B lodgett Road 

d e s ig n a tio n
0 reso lu tion  by the N om e City C ouncil in support of B ob B lodgett Road 

d e s ig n a tio n
0 sta tu tory  c ita tion  of need fo r legal action  in road  nam ing 
0 s ta tu ta to ry  citation  fo r G eographic N am es B oard 
° leg is la tiv e  cita tion  th a t passed  the S eventeen th  L eg isla tu re  

recogn iz ing  the con tribu tions o f S enato r B lodgett 
°reso lu tion  of the N orth and N orthw est M ayors C onference

N o t a ttached  to this that have been req u ested  and w ill be forthcom ing: 
° new  fiscal note from  the D epartm ent o f T ransporta tion  
0 fiscal note from  the D epartm ent o f N atu ra l R esources

supporting  the B ob B lodgett R oad  designa tion



P a g e 2
R equest to Sen. P ourchot fo r hearing on Senate Bill 9 
F eb ru ary  9, 1991

0 back  up m ateria ls  regard ing  the Ina Johnson B ridge and M ount 
M cG ahn

If  you need  fu rth er in fo rm ation  p lease  con tact M artha S tew art m y office. 

T hank  you fo r you r considera tion  of this.



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Sen. Drue Pcarcc, Member 
Sen. Dick Shultz, Member

Sen. Curt Menard, Chair 
Sen. Lloyd Jones, Vlee-Chair 
Sen. Dcttyc Fahrcnkamp, Member

P.O. Box V 
Juneau. AK 99811

907  4G5-4921

Senate Transportation Committee

TO: Senate Transporta tion Committee

FROM: Senator Curt Menard, Chairman

DATE: 6 February 1991

RE: Ina Johnston and Bruce McGahan Amendments to SB 9

Ina Johnston came to the Matanuska-Susitna valley in 1957, where she 
worked for many years as a nurse's aid at the hospital. In 1963, the state 
provided the materials for the building of bridge #1192, with local 
volunteers doing the construction. Mr. Johnston worked as a welder on the 
bridge, and his wife Ina provided the meals for the workers.

Ina died in March of 1989, and her friends and neighbors have requested 
that this bridge be named to honor the work that Ina has done for her 
community and neighbors. As per the letters attached, Ina was always 
willing to lend a helping hand to those who needed it. As one of the local 
people who helped with the construction of the bridge, it seems only 
fitting that this bridge become a memorial to her.

Bruce McGhan was killed in an industrial accident on November 26, 1986 
while upgrading a septic system in the Wasilla area. The family and 
friends of Bruce would like the State of Alaska to leave a landmark and 
memorial for him. Born and raised in Alaska, Bruce explored much of the 
state. In his travels he discovered Crescent Lake on the Kenai Peninsula.

Bruce worked throughout Alaska on many construction projects. He built 
village schools, houses, and state campground facilities. The work Bruce 
did around the state over the years stretches from Fairbanks to Valdez, 
Kenai to Palmer, llliamna to Girdwood and all around southcentral Alaska.



Page 2
Ina Johnston & Bruce McGhan amendments

Bruce took great pride in his home state and in every job and landmark he 
left behind.

His fam ily and friends have joined together in their request that the 
unnamed mountain near Crescent Lake be officially named Mt. McGhan as a 
memorial for this most deserving man. Bruce's remains have been spread 
on the slopes of this mountain in the place he loved and visited so much.

I am requesting that the committee members consider these amendments 
to SB 9.



BRUCE ALLEN MCGHAN
B y :  D e b r a  M c G h a n

On N o v e m b e r  2 6 ,  1 9 8 6  B r u c e  M c G h a n  w a s  k i l l e d  i n  a n  
i n d u s t r i a l  a c c i d e n t  w h i l e  u p g r a d i n g  a  s e p t i c  s y s t e m  i n  t h e
W a s i l l a  a r e a .  B r u c e  i s  g o n e ,  b u t  h i s  m e m o r y  w i l l  l i v e  o n  i n  t h e
h e a r t s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  k n e w  a n d  l o v e d  h i m ;  a n d  i n  t h e  m a n y  
l a n d m a r k s  o f  w o r k  h e  l e f t  b e h i n d  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  h i s  
h o m e . , •

T h e  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  o f  B r u c e  n o w  c a l l  o n  A l a s k a  t o  h e l p  
l e a v e  a  l a n d m a r k  f o r  h i m ;  a  m e m o r i a l  f o r  B r u c e .  B o r n  a n d  r a i s e d  
i n  A l a s k a ,  B r u c e  e x p l o r e d  m u c h  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  I n  h i s  t r a v e l s  h e
d i s c o v e r e d  C r e s c e n t  L a k e  o n  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a .  W hen  B r u c e  a n d
h i s  w i f e  D e b r a  n e e d e d  a  c h a n g e  f r o m  t h e  f a s t  p a c e  o f  c i t y  l i f e ,  
t h e y  h i k e d  t o  C r e s c e n t  L a k e .  H e r e ,  i n  t h i s  s p e c i a l  p l a c e ,  t h e y  
s p e n t  m a n y  h o u r s  s h a r i n g  t h e i r  l o v e  a n d  e n j o y i n g  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  
A l a s k a ' s  b a c k c o u n t r y .

L o c a t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h r e e  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  K e n a i  L a k e  i n  t h e  
K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h ,  C r e s c e n t  L a k e  i s  b o r d e r e d  b y  S e v e r a l  
m o u n t a i n s .  O n e  m o u n t a i n ,  w h i c h  l i e s  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s h o r e  o f  K e n a i  
L a k e  a n d  t h e  s o u t h  s h o r e  o f  C r e s c e n t  L a k e ,  i s  c u r r e n t l y  u n n a m e d .  
We w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h a v e  t h i s  m o u n t a i n  n a m e d  M t .  M c G h a n  i n  m e m o r y  o f  
B r u c e  A l l e n  M c G h a n  a n d  h i s  l o v e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .

B r u c e  w a s  b o r n  o n  A u g u s t  1 4 ,  1 9 5 3  i n  A n c h o r a g e  A l a s k a .  He 
w a s  t h e  o l d e s t  o f  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  b o r n  t o  T e r r y  S m i t h  a n d  M a r i l y n  
C o x  M c G h a n .

H i s  f a t h e r ,  T e r r y  M c G h a n ,  o w n e d  a n  A n c h o r a g e  b a s e d  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o m p a n y  w h i c h  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  w a t e r  a n d  s e w e r  
e x c a v a t i o n .  H i s  c o m p a n y  i n s t a l l e d  t h e  f i r s t  p u b l i c  w a t e r  a n d  
s e w e r  s y s t e m s  u s e d  i n  S p e n a r d .  H e  w a s  a  b u s h  p i l o t  a n d  s o n  o f  
p i o n e e r  A l a s k a  p a r e n t s  w h o  o p e r a t e d  o n e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  a i r l i n e s  
b e t w e e n  A l a s k a  a n d  S e a t t l e .  T e r r y ' s  f a t h e r ,  C l i f f o r d  D . "MAC" 
M c G h a n  d r o v e  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c a r s  o v e r  t h e  A l c a n  H i g h w a y  
a f t e r  i t  o p e n e d  i n  t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s .

I n  1 9 6 1  B r u c e ' s  p a r e n t s  d i v o r c e d  a n d  B r u c e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  h i s  
s i s t e r  a n d  b r o t h e r s :  M i k e ,  C o l l e e n ,  a n d  P a t ,  r e m a i n e d  i n
A n c h o r a g e  l i v i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  m o t h e r .  T e r r y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  w o r k  i n  
A l a s k a  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  f i e l d  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .  H e  o w n e d  a n d  
o p e r a t e d  M e n t a s t a  L o d g e  o n  t h e  T o k  C u t o f f  f r o m  1 9 6 6  t o  1 9 6 9 .  I n  
1 9 7 3  h e T e f t  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  c u r r e n t l y  o w n s  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o m p a n y  
i n  W a r r e n t o n ,  O r e g o n .

M a r i l y n ,  B r u c e ' s  m o t h e r ,  b e g a n  w o r k i n g  f o r  B u s i n e s s  S e r v i c e  
B u r e a u  i n  1 9 6 1  a s  a  r e c e p t i o n i s t  a n d  e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y .  I n  
1 9 6 7  s h e  w a s  o f f e r e d  a n  e x e c u t i v e  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  a  n e w l y  f o r m e d  
c o m p a n y ,  L a b o r  T r u s t  S e r v i c e s ,  a s  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  f o r  m a n y  l a r g e  
h e a l t h ,  w e l f a r e ,  a n d  p e n s i o n  t r u s t  f u n d s .  S h e  i s  n o w  a  c o r p o r a t e  
o w n e r  o f  L a b o r  T r u s t  S e r v i c e s  i n  A n c h o r a g e .

A s  t h e  o l d e s t  c h i l d  m a n y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t e s  f e l l  t o  B r u c e  a n d  
h e  t o o k  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  s e r i o u s l y .  H e  r e a l i z e d  a t  a n  e a r l y  a g e  
t h a t  t h e  o n l y  w a y  t o  g e t  a h e a d  w a s  h a r d  w o r k ;  a n d  B r u c e  w a s  
d e t e r m i n e d  t o  t h r i v e .  H e  k e p t  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s ,  w h o  w e r e  b o t h  
r a p i d l y  g r o w i n g  t a l l e r  t h a n  h i m s e l f ,  i n  l i n e  w i t h  b r u t e  s t r e n g t h .  
T h e r e  w a s  a  c o n s t a n t  c h a l l e n g e  a m o n g  t h e  b r o t h e r s  b u t  t h e y  e a c h  
r e s p e c t e d  o n e  a n o t h e r  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t a l e n t s  t h a t



e m e r g e d  a s  t h e y  g r e w .
A t  e i g h t  y e a r s  o l d  B r u c e  b e c a m e  t h e  y o u n g e s t  p a p e r  b o y  h i r e d  

b y  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  N e w s .  C o n s c i e n t i o u s  a n d  h a r d  w o r k i n g ,  h e  
s u c c e e d e d  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  p a p e r  r o u t e s  i n  t h e  
S p e n a r d  a r e a ,  w i n n i n g  d o z e n s  o f  a w a r d s  f o r  h i s  e f f o r t s .  H e  k e p t  u p  
w i t h  t h e  d e l i v e r i e s  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  g e t t i n g  u p  a t  4 : 0 0  a . m .  s e v e n  
d a y s  a  w e e k .

W h e n  B r u c e  w a s  1 2  h i s  f a t h e r  b o u g h t  M e n t a s t a  L o d g e  o n  t h e  
T o k  C u t o f f .  F o r  t h r e e  s u m m e r s  t h e  k i d s  w o r k e d . i n  t h e  l o d g e  
m a k i n g  b e d s ,  c u t t i n g - w o o d ,  s t o c k i n g  s h e l v e s ,  a n d  e v e n  b u i l d i n g  a n  . 
a i r c r a f t  r u n w a y .  B r u c e  l e a r n e d  t o  r u n  h i s  f i r s t  p i e c e  o f  h e a v y  
e q u i p m e n t  o n  t h a t  r u n w a y .  I t  t o o k  a l l  s u m m e r  b e c a u s e  w h e n  t h e  
d o z e r  b r o k e  d o w n  h e  h a d  t o  r e p a i r  i t ;  t h i s  w a s  q u i t e  a  t a s k  f o r  
a  13  y e a r  o l d  w h o  d i d n ' t  k n o w  m u c h  a b o u t  f i x i n g  d o z e r ' s .  B u t  
w i t h  a  b o o k ,  s o m e  t o o l s ,  a n d  a  s e n s e  o f  c h a l l e n g e ,  B r u c e  f i x e d  
t h e  d o z e r  a n d  f i n i s h e d  t h e  r u n w a y  a  w e e k  b e f o r e  s u m m e r  e n d e d .

T h e  M c G h a n  f a m i l y  f a c e d  m a n y  h a r d  y e a r s  a s  M a r i l y n  
s t r u g g l e d  t o  r a i s e  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  a l o n e  i n  A n c h o r a g e .  I t  w a s  a  
c h a l l e n g e  k e e p i n g  f o o d  o n  t h e  t a b l e ,  a n d  e x t r a  m o n e y  w a s  u n h e a r d  
o f .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  o d d s  B r u c e  s a v e d  e n o u g h  m o n e y  t o  b u y  a  b r a n d  
n e w  D a t s u n  p i c k u p  b y  h i s  s e v e n t e e n t h  b i r t h d a y .

O n c e  B r u c e  h a d  w h e e l s  a n d  c o u l d  d r i v e  h e  b e g a n  t o  t h r i s t  f o r  
m o r e ;  h e  w a n t e d  t o  f l y .  A l o n g  w i t h  h i s  s c h o o l  w o r k  h e  t o o k  o n  
t w o  j o b s  ( a p p l i a n c e  r e p a i r  a n d  g a s . s t a t i o n  a t t e n d a n t )  t o  e a r n  t h e  
m o n e y  n e e d e d  f o r  f l y i n g  l e s s o n s .  . H e  s o l o e d  a f t e r “ j u s t  e i g h t  
h o u r s  o f  f o r m a l  i n s t r u c t i o n .  - A t r .1 8  h e  e a r n e d ; h i s  . p r i v a t e  p i l o t  
l i c e n s e  a n d . b e g a n  - s a v i n g  f o r . a n  a i r p l a n e .

I n  1 9 .7 1 ,  d u r i n g  h i s  s e n i o r . l y e a r  . - o f  h i g h - . - s c h o o l ,  B r u c e  l a n d e d  
a  j o b  w i t h - A * . A . A . - - R e n t a l  c o m p a n y  a s  a . y a r d - h a n d *  . W i t h i n  a  w e e k ,
B o b  H o l t . t h e  o w n e r #  . d i s c o v e r e d  B r u c e  h a d  a  k n a c k - f o r  m e c h a n i c  
w o r k  a n d  r u n n i n g  e q u i p m e n t .  H e  w a s  p r o m o t e d , - . g i v e n  a  r a i s e ,  a n d  
p u t  t o  d e l i v e r i n g  l o a d e r s ,  b a c k h o e s ,  a n d  d o z e r s  a r o u n d  A n c h o r a g e ,  
G i r d w o o d ,  a n d  t h e  M a t - S u  V a l l e y v  H e  b e c a m e  k n o w n :a s  " t h e  k i d  w h o  
c o u l d  g e t  a n y t h i n g  u n s t u c k . "  O c c a s i o n a l l y  a r r i v i n g - t o  p i c k  u p  a  
p i e c e  o f  e q u i p m e n t  b u r i e d  i n  t h e  m u d ,  h e  w o u l d  j u m p  d o w n  f r o m  - h i s  
t r u c k ,  a  h u g e - g r i n  l i g h t i n g  h i s  b o y i s h  f a c e ,  a n d  p r o c e e d  t o  d o  
w h a t  s e e m e d  i m p o s s i b l e ;  g e t  a  m u l t i  t o n  p i e c e  o f  e q u i p m e n t  o u t  o f  
t h e  m u d  a n d  o n t o  d r y  g r o u n d .  B u t  s o m e h o w  h e  a l w a y s  s u c c e e d e d .

B r u c e  c o n t i n u e d  h i s  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  m a t h  
c o u r s e s ' a t - M o u n t  H o o d  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  i n  P o r t l a n d ,  O r e g o n .  B u t  
h e  m i s s e d  A l a s k a ,  a n d  a f t e r  a  s h o r t  t i m a ,  r e t u r n e d  h o m e .

I n  N o v e m b e r  197.3 B r u c e  m a r r i e d  a  f o r m e r  c l a s s m a t e ,  D e b r a  
M c D a n i e l  / - t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  A l a s k a n  a r t i s t  :S c o t t  M c D a n i e l ,  a n d  
s e t t l e d  d o w n  t o  r a i s e  a  f a m i l y .

T a k i n g  h i s  n e w  w i f e ,  B r u c e  m o v e d  t o  S e w a r d  a n d  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  
l u m b e r  m i l l  f o r  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s .  I n  . t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 7 4  h e  w a s  
a c c e p t e d  i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  e n g i n e e r s  u n i o n  s o  t h e  c o u p l e  
r e t u r n e d  t o . A n c h o r a g e .  1 9 7 5  b r o u g h t  m o r e  c h a n g e s  w i t h  t h e  s t a r t  
o f  M c G h a n  C o n s t r u c t i o n  c o m p a n y ,  o w n e d  b y  B r u c e ' s  u n c l e ,  T im  
M c G h a n .  B r u c e  w e n t  t o  w o r k  f o r  T i m ' s  c o m p a n y  a s  t h e  f o r e m a n  a n d  
o p e r a t o r .  A n d  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s  h e  w o r k e d  w i t h  T i m ,  h e l p i n g  
t o  b u i l d  a  s t r o n g ,  s u c c e s s f u l  b u s i n e s s .

I n  1 9 7 6 ,  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  b i r t h  o f  t h e i r  f i r s t  c h i l d ,
B r u c e  m a d e  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  m o v e  h i s  f a m i l y  t o  t h e  M a t - S u  v a l l e y .



H e  s p e n t  t h e  w i n t e r  d e s i g n i n g  h o u s e  p l a n s ,  t h e n  b e g a n  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  h i s  f i r s t  h o m e  i n  W a s i l l a  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r  o f  
1 9 7 7 .  H e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  w o r k  f o r  T i m ,  c o m m u t i n g  i n t o  A n c h o r a g e  
d a i l y ,  a n d  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  h o u s e  a t  n i g h t ,  a n d  d a y s  o f f .
H e  f i n i s h e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  J u n e  1 9 7 8 .

B y  1 9 8 0  t h e  d r i v e  t o  A n c h o r a g e  b e c a m e  t o o  h a r d ,  a n d  a f t e r  
b u y i n g  h i s  f i r s t  a i r p l a n e ,  B r u c e  w e n t  t o  w o r k  f o r  a  r e m o t e  b u s h  
c o m p a n y ;  J a n s e n  C o n s t r u c t i o n .  H e  f l e w  t o  I l l i a r a n a  a n d  w o r k e d  o n  
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  v i l l a g e  s c h o o l s  a r o u n d  t h e  l a k e .

W h e n  t h e  s c h o o l s  w e r e  f i n i s h e d  B r u c e  w e n t  t o  w o r k  f o r  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P a r k s  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  J i m  
H o a g .  H e a d q u a r t e r e d  i n  W i l l o w ,  h e  w o r k e d  a s  p a r t  o f  a  4 m e m b e r  
m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  b u i l d i n g  c r e w  i n  t h e  s t a t e  c a m p g r o u n d s  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  M a t - S u  V a l l e y .  A c c o m p a n i e d  b y  h i s  f a m i l y ,  h e  s p e n t  t h e  
s u m m e r  o f  1 9 8 2  t r a v e l i n g  a r o u n d  s o u t h  c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  m a k i n g  
r e p a i r s ,  a n d  b u i l d i n g  n e w ,  b e t t e r  d e v i c e s  t o  b e  u s e d  i n  t h e  
c a m p g r o u n d s .  (H e  a i d e d  i n  t h e  d e s i g n  a n d  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  
c u r r e n t l y  u s e d  b e a r  p r o o f  g a r b a g e  c a n s . )

I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 9 8 2  B r u c e  b o u g h t  h i s  f i r s t  b a c k h o e  a n d  
s t a r t e d  h i s  o w n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o m p a n y ,  B .A .M .  C o n s t r u c t i o n .  F o r  
t h e  n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s  B r u c e  w o r k e d  h a r d  t o  b u i l d  u p  h i s  b u s i n e s s .
H e  e a r n e d  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  b e i n g  h a r d  w o r k i n g ,  h o n e s t ,  a n d  
d e p e n d a b l e .  . H e  b u i l t  s e v e n  h o m e s  i n  t h e  W a s i l l a  a n d  B i g  L a k e  
a r e a ,  e a c h  o n e .  w i t h  p r i d e  a n d  q u a l i t y  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  H e  i n s t a l l e d  
h u n d r e d ' s  o f  w a t e r ^ a n d  s e w e r  s y s t e m s ,  d i d  l a n d s c a p i n g ,  h o m e  
i m p r o v e m e n t s . ,  a n d  a d d i t i o n s ;  a l l  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  d o n e  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  
h i g h . s t a n d a r d s  B r u c e '  l i v e d  b y . '

. . T h e  w o r k .  B^rupe.. d i d  . a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  s t r e t c h e s
. .  f r o m '  F a i r b a n k s  fco ' V a l d e s ' , ' K e n a i  t o  P a l m e r ,  I l l i a m n a  t o  G i r d w o o d ,  

a n d  a l l .  a r o .u n d .  S o u t h  C e n t r a l  A l a s k a .  B r u c e  t o o k  g r e a t  p r i d e  i n
h i s  h o m e ' s t a t e  a n d  " t h a t  p r i d e  w e n t  i n t o  e v e r y  j o b ,  a n d  e v e r y
l a n d m a r k  h e  l e f t  b e h i n d .

N o w , ' a s .  t h e  o n e  y e a r  a n n i v e r s a y  o f  B r u c e ' s  d e a t h  a p p r o a c h e s ,  
h i s  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  h a v e  j o i n e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  m a k e  a  r e q u e s t  t o  
t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ;  t h a t  t h e  m o u n t a i n  n e a r  C r e s c e n t  L a k e  b e  ; 
o f f i c i a l l y  n a m e d  M t .  M c G h a n  a s  a  m e m o r i a l  f o r  t h i s  m o s t  d e s e r v i n g  
m a n . . . . .

B r u c e  w a s  c r e m a t e d  a n d  h i s  r e m a i n s  h a v e  b e e n  s p r e a d  o n  t h e
s l o p e s  o f  t h i s  m o u n t a i n  i n  t h e  p l a c e  h e  l o v e d  s o  m u c h .  W h a t  b e t t e r
m o n u m e h t - u q U l d  b e  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h i s  t r u e  A l a s k a n ?
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ALVIN JOHNSTON 
P.O. BOX 6 

PALMER, AK. 99645 
( 907 ) 745 -3531

Sep tembe r 29, 1989

Reo. C u r t Menard
351 W. Swanson Av e . ,  S t e . 1
W a s i l l a ,  Ak. 99687

RE: The Naming o f  a B r i d g e ;  i . e . ,  J o h n s t o n  B r i d g e

G r e e t i n g s :  .

T h e  f a m i l y  and - f r i e n d s  o f . I n a  J o h n s t o n  r e q u e s t  a m e m o r i a l -  f o r  I n a ,  
who d ' i e d  i n  M a r c h  1 9 3 9 .

•W e h a v e  t a l k e d  t h i s  o v e r  a n d t h e r e  - i s  a  b r i d g e  n e a r  t h e  J o h n s t o n  home
w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  a v e r y  d e f i n a t e  p a r t  . o f  o u r  l i v e s .  T h e  b r i d g e  d o e s  n o t
a s  y e t  h a v e  a n am e . . I t  w a s s t a r t e d  i n  M a r c h  1 9 6 3  a n d c o m p l e t e d  i n
N o v e m b e r  1 9 6 3 .  T h e  m a t e r i a l s  w e r e  f u n d e d  b y t h e  s t a t e ,  h o w e v e r - t h e
c o n s t r u c t i o n  w a s c o m p l e t e d  b y  y o . I . u n te g j i : w o r k  f r o m  n e i g h b o r s . -  . . T h e - m e a l s .
d u r i n g  t h i  s j c o n s t r u G t i  o n  w e r e  s e r v e d  b y - I n a .

- w . e - h a v e  - r e s e a r c h e d  t h e  p r o j e c t  a n d ’ t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n
WeT. h a v q ' . ’f o u n d : ”

•  - • •  \  .  •  •  • « « . .  ■ » •  * •”
•  ’ #  *  . « - •  m  „ •.. ■ :

 E c i g e r t o n  -• P a r k s - - R o a d  • • •. .
. -S t a t e  ■#57062" * • .

-  . . . - F e d e r a l # B R - £ > S - U 4 4 )" “ v. * -  * ' .

. * .  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  -  H a t c h e r ' P a s s  R o a d ‘ '
S t a t e ' * 5 7 3 4 0  • • C "  . . . '  - - . ’ - • -
F e d e r a l  # B R - 5 S 0 ( 1 8 ) '  .

r   • ■ -
In a . l o v e d  t h i s  v a l l e y  a n d  s h e ' g a v e " g e n e r o u s  1 y o f  h e r  t i m e ,  w i t h  m uch 

■ l q v e  a s s h e  w o r k e d  a t  t h e  V a l l e y  H o s p i t a l  a n d  w a s a l s . w a y s  r e a d y  t o - b e  a 
f r i e n d  t o  h e r  n e i g h b o r s .

Y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e - . . w - i  1.1 be g r e a t . l y • a p p r e c i a t e d .’

- s-, n ? e v - V ^ ^

A l v i n  Uohns tpn , '  . >■»
f a m i l y  and f r i e n d s

P.S. I f  we do n o t hear— f r om  you w e ^ i l l  w r i t e  a g a i n  d u r i n g  th e 
s e s s i o n  i n  Juneau '. . V  ■”V



i K E N A I  P E N I N S U L A  B O R O U G H
144 N. BINKLEY • SOLDOTNA. ALASKA 99669 

PHONE (907) 262-4441

J u n e  8 ,  1 9 8 8

DON GILMAN
M A Y O R

! UJ1 IfVts:' -1'.; ‘-• i: \Jj
jjfft ----------- i l l

COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE 
COMMUNITY & REGIONAL AFFAIRo

A l a s k a  S t a t e  G e o g r a p h i c  
N a m e s  B o a r d  
P . O .  B o x  B 
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S i r s :

On J u n e  7 ,  1 9 8 8 ,  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  a p p r o v e d  a  
m o t i o n  t o  f o r w a r d  a  l e t t e r  o f  n o n - o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  
n a m i n g  o f  a  m o u n t a i n  a t  L a t i t u t d e  6 0 ° 2 6 ' 0 "  N o r t h ;  L o n g i ­
t u d e  1 4 9 ° 3 3 ' 3 0 ME a s t , S e c t i o n  1 3 ,  T o w n s h i p  4 N , R a n g e  2W, 
S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s h o r e  o f  K e n a i  L a k e  
a n d  t h e  s o u t h  s h o r e  o f  C r e s c e n t  L a k e .  T h e  m o u n t a i n  i s  
c u r r e n t l y  u n n a m e d  b a s e d  o n  t h e  s e c t i o n  m ap  - S e w a r d  B - 7  
q u a d r a n g l e .

D e b r a  A . M c G h a n  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  m o u n t a i n  b e  n a m e d  i n  
m e m o r y  o f  h e r  d e c e a s e d  h u s b a n d  -  M t .  M c G h a n .

I f  w e  m a y  b e  o f  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e  
B o r o u g h  C l e r k ' s  O f f i c e ,  2 6 2 - 4 4 4 1  e x t .  2 2 0 / 2 2 1 .

V e r y  t r u l y  y o u r s ,

J o a n n e  B r i n d l e y ,  CMC 
K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r u g h  C l e r k
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H e  w a s n ’t  a  p o l i t i c i a n
State rejects widow’s plea to name mountain

Debra McGban

By SUSAN MORGAN HOWK 
FrauJenmui tuff

Mount McGhan. ?■.
Was 11 la resident Debra McGhan 

had hoped by now that a moun­
tain near Cooper Landing would 
bear that name In honor of her 
late husband. This month, howev­
er, she says she was told that 
Bruce McGhan just wasn’t impor­
tant enough to the state of Alaska 
to warrant naming a mountain af­
ter him.

Soon after Bruce, e Ufe-iong 
Alaskan, was killed in a construc­
tion accident Nov. 26, 1986, De­
bra realized she wanted s perma­
nent reminder of her husband of 
13 years.

Someone suggested naming a 
star for him, bul she decided on 
one of the unnamed mountains on 
the Kenai Peninsula instead. "A 
star just seemed too far away," 
she says. "I wanted something 
more tangible."

Debra began plowing through 
all the required paperwork and 
regulations the stale told her she 
needed.

She collected signatures on peti­

tions, talked about her dream with 
politicians in the Kenai Peninsula 
Borough and traveled with her 

'two young children to meetings in 
the area. She never doubted that 
her husband was worthy of a 
mountain.

"Bruce lived and breathed Alas­
ka. This was home," she says. *1 
just always saw him go out of his 
way to help the slate as a private 
citizen."

Bruce and Debra married short­
ly after both graduated Grom Di- 
mond High School in 1972. Bruce 
owned his own construction busi­
ness in Wasilla. He was killed 
when the walls of a sewer ditch 
collapsed on him.

Debra says her husband was on 
adventurer and recalls the time 
they spent camping and hiking on 
"their mountain" fondly. "Just to 
be in the heart of that beautiful 
country was peat," she says. "It 
was our favonte place."

After collecting 1,200 signa­
tures of support, Debra's applica­
tion to name Mount McGhan was 
finally approved by the Kenai

Borough last June.
She then packaged up all the in­

formation and supporting data and 
mailed it to the Commissioner of 
Regional Affairs in Juneau for fi­
nal approval. A phone call from 
someone in the office in August 
told her the application looked 
"really good" and said approval 
would probably be just a formali­
ty-On Feb, 9, however, she waa 
told the state had refused her re­
quest.

"They said they didn’t feel that 
Bruce had given the state of Alas­
ka a substantial enough contribu­
tion," Debra says. "I said, ‘What 
exactly are you looking for’ and 
she said, ‘well, like somebody 
who lield a political office or 
something.”

Debra said Brace made more 
titan his share of contributions to 
Alaska. He designed a bear-proof 
trashcan still in use in state parks 
and look pride in installing sewer 
systems that wouldn't pollute the 
environment.

“His whole thing was, 'I’m go­
ing to be here forever and my

children are going to bo here for­
ever,’ so he wanted to take care of 
the state," she soya. "Buj they 
didn't think that was enough.),

She admits to feeling Mwr. "Do 
they think that somebody *(hp 
puts on a white shut and jpttjie* 
in Juneau makes more of a contri­
bution than Brace did?” she asks. 
"This is what Alaska is all about, 
we’re the people who live here 
and work here."

Now, Debra says, she’s begin­
ning the appeal process. Juneau 
will need more supportive infor­
mation and reasons to consida 
naming Mount McGhan.

Meanwhile, a bronze plaque, in­
stalled by Debra, marks tin 
4,730-fool-high mountain that he 
husband loved. After his death 
Deura scattered his ashes over tlv 
peak and says she and the chil 
drcn can feel his presence who 
they visit.

"It’s like when you get theft 
he’s really there," Debra say! 
"It's so quiet, it's like being in Lh 
middle of n picture, it’s like heav 
en and it feels like he's reall 
happy there."
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(S in  ^ B f t s m o r t a m
* ROBERT "BOB” BLOOGETT *

The Seventeenth Alaska Legislature honors the memory of Robert "Bob" Blodgett who died on 
Friday, Jul.. 5, 1990 at his home in Teller, Alaska,

Bob Blcdgett was born August 2, 1920 in Creston, Iowa. He was a businessman, pilot, state 
legislator, regional and local elected official. Hr. Blodgett arrived in Alaska in 1946 to 
attend the University of Alaska-Fairbanks to study mine engineering. In 1947 he went to work for 
Arctic Contractors building airports at the Defense Early Harning (Dew) line sites throughout 
Western Alas<a. He worked as a heavy duty mechanic, heavy equipment operator and welder.

Ir. 1953, 3ob moved to Teller and purchased Teller Commercial Company. In 19S7 he started 
Teller Electric Company and in 1970 established Hukluk Telephone Company. The latter business 
grew to serve thirteen villages in northwestern Alaska. In 1959, Hr. Blodgett was elected to the 
First State .egislature. House of Representative:, from Teller. In 1963, he was elected to the 
State Senate and served until he retired in 1970. Hr. Blodgett served on the Finance Committee 
ar.d was responsible for bringing many services to rural Alaska. He was elected to the second 
board c* t»e Eerina Strait School District and the Bering Strait Coastal Resource Service Area 
Board. Last year he won a seat to the Teller City Council as a write-in candidate.

Boo Blcccett served in the Army Air Corp as a pilot in World War II, receiving all decorated 
recals excec: the Medal of Honor. He was the second highest decorated Alaskan World War II 
veteran. sob was the first conraanding officer of guard units in Barrow and Fairbanks and was 
Instru-ente! in their creation. He continued his military career in the Alaska National Guard, 
retiring wit' the rank of Captain. Hr. 81odgett retired as a member of Operating Engineers Local 
332. rie w:s a lifelong member of the Arctic Native Brotherhood in Juneau, founder of the Rural 
Alaska Powe- Association and member of the Alaska Telephone Association. Bob remained manager of 
his fa-.ily owned businesses until the time of his death.

Bos Eitdgett is survived by his wife Helen, son Richard, daunhter-in-law Karen, and 
crandc-ildre- Robert David, Luanne and Kalena, all of Teller, Alaska. He is also survived by an 
icentical twin brother Donald of Illinois.

T-e Seventeenth Legislature sends its condolences to the family for the loss of a man who 
serveo as a strong advocate for rural Alaska and contributed his many talents to his community, 
region and f.e State of Alaska as a whole.
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I'.Hi January 24, 1991
Ri.nniiv.lli Senators Adams.Zharoff,Sturgulewski .Rodey, ,Menard,Fahrenkamp,Pearce,Hal ford, Cotten.Xorttula,Jones,Eliason.Uehling and Representatives Foster,HacLean,Brown.C.Davis.Gruenberg,Leman,Navarre.G.Phi 1 lips, ir,Ulmer and Zawacki
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