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SENATE BILL NO. 52

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY SENATOR DUNCAN

Introduced: 1/21/91
Referred: HESS and Finance

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to the Governor’s Council for the Handicapped and Gifted and the

2 definition of 'developmentally disabled’."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

4 * Section 1. AS 47.80.040(a) is amended to read:

5 (a) The council consists of no fewer than 18 nor more than 26 [23] members appointed

6 by the governor in accordance with P.L. 91-517, P.L. 94-103, P.L. 94-142, P.L. 99-457, as

7 amended, and AS 14.30.231.

8 * Sec. 2. AS 47.80.070(b) is amended to read:

9 (b) The department shall provide for the assignment of personnel to the council to ensure

10 that the council has the capacity to fulfill its responsibilities. The personnel must include an

11 executive director who shall be selected by the council. The executive director and other

12 personnel assigned to the council shall be directly responsible to the council for performance

13 of their duties.

14 * Sec. 3. AS 47.80.900(7) is repealed and reenacted to read:

SB0052A -1-
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(7) "person with a developmental disability" means a person who has a severe, 

chronic disability that

(A) is attributable to a mental or physical impairment or combination of 

mental and physical impairments;

(B) is manifested before the person attains age 22;

(C) is likely to continue indefinitely;

(D) results in substantial functional limitations in three or more of the

following areas of major life activity: self-care, receptive and expressive language,

learning, mobility, self-direction, capacity for independent living, and economic self- 

sufficiency; and

(E) reflects the person’s need for a combination and sequence of special, 

interdisciplinary, or generic care, treatment, or other services that are of lifelong or 

extended duration and are individually planned and coordinated;

SB 52 -2-
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Ulagfea g>tate Hegtelature
Senator Jim D uncan

P.O. Box v Juneau, Alaska 

(907) 465-4766

99811-3100

COMMITTEES: 
F inance 

V ice C h a ir -  
H e a l th  E d u ca tio n  
& S o c ia l Serv ices 
B u d g e ts  A u d it 

B a n k in g * 
E conom ic 

D eve lo pm en t

M E M O R A N D U M

DATE: ' 

TO:
i

FROM:

RE:

March 11,1991

SenatorJPat Pourchot, Co-Chair 
mce Committee

Sena can

SB 52, relating to the Governor's Council for the Handicapped 
and Gifted and the definition of 'developmental!;/ disabled'.

I request that you schedule SB 52, relating to the Governor's Council 
for the Plandicapped and Gifted and the definition of 'developmentally 
disabled' for a hearing as soon as possible.

Section 1. Increases the number of members of the Governor's Council on 
the Handicapped and Gifted from 23 to 26. This change was necessitated 
because the Governor's Council was also designated to serve as the 
Interagency Coordinating Committee (I.C.C.) for P.L. 99-457, the 1986 
Education and Handicapped Act Amendments affecting children from 
birth to 3 years of age. In other states, the Interagency Coordinating 
Committee has been established as a separate 15 member board charged 
with planning services for handicapped children between birth and 3 years. 
In order to blend the Council and the I.C.C. into one body, a 26 member 
body is necessary with the following composition:

5 Representatives of Specific Agencies or Consumer Groups

Special Education Director
Special Education Teacher
Gifted/Talented Representative
Protection and Advocacy Agency Representative
Higher Education Representative

D i s t r i c t  C



8  State Agency Representatives, including those administering 
federal funds provided through the:

Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (DVR)
Education of the Handicapped Act (DOE)
Older Americans Act of 1965 (Older Alaskans Commission) 
Title XIX Social Security Act (DHSS/DMA)
4 representatives of departments providing services to people 
with disabilities including the Division of Mental Health and 
Developmental Disabilities, Deputy Commissioners of DOE and 
DHSS who represent more than one division or program, or 

, the Department of Community and Regional Affairs

13 Primary and Secondary Consumers representing different age 
groups, types of disabilities, and geographic distribution.
!

Thus, by increasing the membership of the Governor's Council on the 
Handicapped and Gifted by only 3, we can accomplish the additional 
planning required by the federal legislation without adding an entirely new 
board.

Section 2. Provides for selection of the Executive Director of the Council by 
the Council pursuant to new federal requirements. P.L. 101-496 states that 
"Each State Planning Council shall, consistent with State law, hire a 
Director of the State Planning Council who shall be supervised and 
evaluated by the State Planning Council and who shall hire and supervise 
the staff, of the State Planning Council."

Section 3. Amends the state definition of developmental disability to comply 
with the, federal definition. This amendment will allow severely physically 
handicapped individuals to receive services such as respite care, day care, 
homemaker and community living services. Current state law provides for 
such services only for mentally handicapped individuals.

I urge your support for these amendments to 47.80, Persons with 
Handicaps.

Attachments
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SB 52

F o r an A c t e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t r e l a t i n g  t o ' th e  G o v e rn o r 's
C o u n c i l f o r  th e  H an d ic a p p e d and G i f t e d  and th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f 
' d e v e lo p m e n ta l ly  d i s a b l e d ' ; "

S e c t io n  One o f t h i s  A c t chan ge s th e  m em be rs h ip o f th e  
G o v e r n o r 's  C o u n c i l f o r  th e  H a n d ic a p p e d and G i f t e d  fro m  23 to  
2 6 .

S e c t io n  Two e n a b le s th e  G o v e r n o r 's  C o u n c i l f o r  th e  
H a n d ic a p p e d and G i f t e d  to  h i r e  th e  C o u n c i l 's  E x e c u t iv e  
D i r e c t o r .

S e c t io n  T h re e  o f- t h i s  A c t r e p e a ls  AS 4 7 .8 0 .9 0 0  ( 7 ) . In  
so d o in g , th e  s t a t e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f d e v e lo p m e n ta l d i s a b i l i t i e s  
i s  chan ged to  th e  c u r r e n t f e d e r a l d e f i n i t i o n .

The D e p a r tm e n t o f H e a l th  and S o c ia l S e r v ic e s  s u p p o r ts  th e  
p a ssa g e o f t h i s  b i l l .

B a c k g ro u n d

P u b l ic  Law 99 -4 57 r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a c o u n c i l be fo rm e d to  
h e lp  p la n  f o r  c h i l d r e n  (who s u f f e r  d e v e lo p m e n ta l d e la y s ) age 
0 th r o u g h  2 . The la w  a ls o  s p e l l s  o u t s p e c i f i c  m em be rsh ip 
r e q u i r e m e n ts . By a d d in g  th r e e  members t o  th e  G o v e rn o r 's  
C o u n c i l f o r  th e  H an d ic a p p e d and G i f t e d  th e y  can assume t h i s  
r o l e  an d sa ve th e  expense o f fo rm in g  an e n t i r e l y  new c o u n c i l .  
T h e re  w o u ld  be z e ro  c o s t f o r  t h i s  a c t i o n .

- - S e c t i o n  Two c o in c id e s  w i t h  f e d e r a l la w  and w o u ld  a l lo w  
th e  C o u n c i l t o  h i r e , i t s  own E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r .  .

A t th e  t im e  o.f p a s s a g e , AS 4 7 .8 0 .9 0 0  (7 ) c o in c id e d  w i t h  
th e  f e d e r a l d e f i n i t i o n .  S u b se q u e n t t o  i t s  p a s s a g e , th e  
f e d e r a l d e f i n i t i o n  ch a n g e d . A d o p t io n  o f  th e  f e d e r a l
d e f i n i t i o n  w o u ld  a l lo w  in d i v i d u a l s  i n  need o f s e r v ic e  who 
c u r r e n t l y  f a l l  th r o u g h  th e  s e r v ic e  d e l i v e r y  s y s te m  c r a c k s , to  
r e c e iv e  th e  h e lp  th e y  n e e d .

S t a t i s t i c a l l y ,  i t  w o u ld  a p p e a r t h a t  th e  i n d i v i d u a l s '
r e q u e s t in g  s e r v ic e s  w o u ld  be in c r e a s e d  b y a b o u t 700 (see 
A t ta c l im e n t #1) . H ow eve r, c u r r e n t re s e a r c h  shows t h a t  s ta t e s  
w h ic h  h a ve a d o p te d  th e  f e d e r a l d e f i n i t i o n  h a v e n o t e x p e r ie n c e d  
th e  in c r e a s e  i n  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  s e r v i c e  t h a t  w o u ld  be 
e x p e c te d  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  (se e A t ta c h m e n t #2) . T hey h a ve ,
h o w e v e r , e x p e r ie n c e d  re q u e s ts  f o r  s e r v ic e s  w h ic h  d i f f e r  from
s e r v ic e s  th e y  ha ve t r a d i t i o n a l l y  o f f e r e d ;  f o r  e xam p le , 
p r o v i d in g  p ro g ram s d e s ig n e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  p e rs o n s  w i t h  
p h y s ic a l d i s a b i l i t i e s  as opposed to .m e n t a l d i s a b i l i t i e s .
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P o s i t io n  P ap e r. S3 52, page 2

P e rso n s made e l i g i b l e  by t h i s  b i l l  w o u ld  be added to  th e  
400 p e rs o n  w a i t i n g  l i s t  w h ic h  c u r r e n t l y  e x i s t  f o r  
d e v e lo p m e n ta l ly  d is a b le d  in d i v i d u a l s  r e q u e s t in g  s e r v ic e s .

P o s i t io n

The D e p a r tm e n t o f H e a l th  and S o c ia l S e r v ic e s  s u p p o r ts  
p a s s a g e o f t h i s  b i l l .

Recommended by

D a te :

D a te :

M ik e  R e n f r o / /
P ro g ram  A d m in i s t r a t o r  
D e ve lo pm e n ta l D i s a b i l i t i e s

^ /  / z y  / i /

A pp ro ve d b y : ‘
T heodo A . J & la , MD, M£H 
C om m is s io n e r J
D e p a r tm e n t o f  H e a l th  and 
S o c ia l S e r v ic e s



Attachment; I

The f o l l o w i n g  in c id e n c e  s t a t i s t i c s  w e re p r o v id e d  b y th e  
G o v e r n o r 's  C o u n c i l f o r  th e  H a n d ic a p p e d and G i f t e d  and w e re 
d e r iv e d  b y  use o f  a com p le x fo rm u la *

The s t a t i s t i c a l  in c id e n c e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  e x p e r ie n c in g  a 
d e v e lo p m e n ta l d i s a b i l i t y  u n d e r th e  s t a t e  d e f i n i t i o n  i s  7 , 0 6 7 .  
The know n p o p u la t i o n  s e e k in g  o r  r e c e i v i n g  s e r v ic e s  a t t h i s  
t im e  i s  2 , 1 1 0 .  T h is  e q u a ls  29 .8% o f  th e  p o p u la t i o n .

S t a t i s t i c a l l y  th e  f e d e r a l d e f i n i t i o n  w o u ld  in c r e a s e  th e  
o v e r a l l  p o p u la t i o n  t o  9 , 4 2 7 .  U s in g  th e  same 29 .8% re q u e s t f o r  
s e r v ic e s  r a t e ,  t h i s  w o u ld  mean 2 , 8 0 9 p e rs o n s  w o u ld  need 
s e r v i c e s .  T h is  i s  an in c r e a s e  o f ' 699 i n d i v i d u a l s .  H ow eve r, 
r e c e n t s t u d ie s  show t h a t  s t a t e s  a d o p t in g  th e  f e d e r a l 
d e f i n i t i o n  do n o t e x p e r ie n c e  as h ig h  a r a t e  as w o u ld  be 
p r e d i c t e d  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  ( see a t ta c h m e n t # 2 ) .

\
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l e r v i c e  i n  e a c h c a t e g o r i c a l d i s a b i l i t y .  H ow e ve r , eh o m a j o r i t y  o£ 
p a ra a n a  v o u ld  re m a in  e l i g i b l e .

L u b in , R . , J . V .  J a c o b e a n , M . K J . c ly . ( 1 9 8 2 ) . P r o je c t e d  Im p a c t o £ 
t h *  f u n c t i o n a l d e f i n i t i o n  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ta l d i s a b i l i t i e s t  The 
c s t e g o r i c a l l y  d i s a b le d  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  i t r r i c a  e l i g i b i l i t y ,  
A m e r ic a n  J o u r n a l o r M e n ta l D e f i c i e n c y ,  8 7 , ( 1 ) ,  1 9 8 2 , 7 3 - 7 9 .

a S tud io* in  T ie r y le n d  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  s u b s t a n t i a l  n um b e rs o f
p s r j o n *  r e c e i v i n g  e e r v ic a a  i n  t h e  c iw m n i t y , o r  o n v a i c i n g  l i e C o , 
v o u ld  b a c o a s  i n e l i g i b l e  f o r  s e r v i c e  d e p e n d in g  on th e  e c r i c t n e a a  
o£ th e  in t e r p r e c a e i o n  o f  f u n c t i o n a l  l i m i t a t i o n s ,

M o r r i a o n , L - H , - S a u l l ,  M . & S a c h s , M . ( 1 9 8 6 ) . A d o p t in g  th e
f e d e r a l d e f i n i t i o n  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t a l d i s a b i l i t y !  A p r e l im i n a r y  
a n e l y a i s  o f  p o t e n t i a l  e f f e c t s  o n  e l i g i b i l i t y .  B a l t im o r e ,  MDi 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M a r y la n d . S c h o o l o f  M e d ic in e .

o S t u d ie s  la  Ohio in d i c a t e d  t h a t ,  u s in g  a f e d e r a l d e f i n i t i o n ,  th e  
m a j o r i t y  o f  p e r s o n s  v l t h  d e v e lo p m e n t a l d i s a b i l i t i e s  o t h e r  th e n  
m e n ta l r e t a r d a t i o n  a r e  a l r e a d y  e l i g i b l e  f a r  s e r v ic e s  u s in g  th e  
c u r r e n t  c x e s g o r i e s l d e f i n i t i o n .  T h a t i s  t o  s a y , th e e  th e  g ro u p  
o f  p e r s o n s  d e f i n e d  as h a v in g  a d e v e lo p m e n ta l d i s a b i l i t y  u n d e r th e  
f e d e r a l d e f i n i t i o n  a r c  c o e p e ia u d  o f  p e rs o n s  w i t h  m e n ta l 
r e t a r d a t i o n ,  c e r e b r a l p a l s y ,  e p i l e p s y ,  a u t i s m , en d o t h e r  
n e u r o l o g i c a l c o n d i t i o n s .  O h io  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  th e  o v e r a l l  n um b e rs 
o f  p e o p le  t o  be s e r v e d  o r  p la n n e d  f o r  w o u ld  re m a in  r e l a t i v e l y  
a c a b le  b u t t h a t  th e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  en d th e  
c o n s t e l l a t i o n  o f  n e e d s t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  v l l l  c h a n g e as o t h e r  g ro u p s  
w i t h  lo w - in c id e n c e  d i s a b i l i t i e s  a r e  in c l u d e d .

O h io  D e v e lo p m e n ta l D i s a b i l i t i e s  P la n n in g , C o u n c i l .  (D e cem be r 
1 9 8 6 ) . 7 i * c » l  im p l i c a t i o n s  o f  a d a p t i n g  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  
d e v e lo p m e n ta l d i s a b i l i t y  a s p r o p o s e d  b y  th e  O h io  D e v e lo p m e n ta l 
D i s a b i l i t i e s  P la n n in g  C o u n c i l .  C o lu m b u s , QHi A u t h o r .

A d e t a i l e d  r e v ie w  o f th e s e  s t u d i e s  le a d s  t o  th e  f o l l o w i n g  
c o n c l u s i o n s .

1 ) I n  g e n e r a l ,  a l l  s t u d ie s  i n d i c a t e  c h a t che m a j o r i t y  o f  p e r s o n a  
p r e s e n t l y  r e c e i v i n g  an d e l i g i b l e  f o r  s e r v i c e s ,  w o u ld  re m a in  
oil fib 1c f o r  s e r v i c e s .  T h e r e  i s  v a r i a n c e  i n  th e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  
p e rs o n a  p r e s e n t l y  r e c e i v i n g  s e r v i c e s  w ho v o u ld  b e e x c lu d e d  f r o m  
s e r v i c e  g iv e n  a f u n c t i o n a l  d e f i n i t i o n .

2) 0 £  c h o s e  p e r s o n s  who w o u ld  be com e c l l g i b l m  f o r  s e r v i c e s ,  s e v e r e ! 
s c s c e e  i n d i c a t e d  choc cha mojoclc jr o£ c h o s e  p e re o n s  e r e  mlremd^ 
b e in g  s e r v e d  i n  one o r  m o re  e c s c e  a g e n c ie s . T h is  r a i s e s  th e  
d i f f i c u l t  p o l i c y  q u e s t i o n  o f  v h a c h e r  s e r v ic e s  f o r  s u c h  p e rs o n s
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s h o u ld  be t r a n s f e r r e d  to  a d e v e lo p m e n ta l d i s a b i l i t y  a g a n c y .

3 ) .E x c e p t„ . in  M a ry la n d , r e s e a r c h e r *  have bean H a lte d la cbmlr 
a b i l i t y  no pccdicc how m«ny p e r » o iw  made e lig ib le  fo r « « r r i c » #  
who a re  oo c p rcaendy r e c e iv in g  s e r v i c e * , vould come fo rw a r d  / o r  
s e r v i c e * . G iv e n  che r e p o r t e d  r e lu c t a n c e  o f  p e rs o n * v i e h  p h y s i c a l 
d i s a b i l i t i e s  to  see k s e r v ic e s  f r e e  an ag e n c y p r o v id i n g  s e r v ic e s
"d e s ig n e d  ' f o r ' p e rs b n a W i t h 'd e n t a l ' r e t a r d a t i o n ,  i t  <nay be assumed 
t h a t demand' f o r " s e r v i c e s  among p e r s o n *  p r e s e n t l y  o u t s id e  o f th e  
"S e rv ic e  's y s t e m 'w i ! l “ n o c be s u b s t a n t i a l l y  - in c r * e * e d .  T h is  
a * s u m p t i o n ' - i s - f o r t i f i e d  b y ch>e'' k n o w le d g e - t h e t th e  o v e r a l l num bers 
o f p e rs o n s  in  che lo w  in c id e n c e  d i s a b i l i t y  g ro u p * who ha ve 
s u b s t a n t i a l f u n c t i o n a l l i m i t a t i o n *  i *  v e r y  s m e l l i n  r e l a t i o n  to  
che num b e r 's -o ;f - p « r s o n *  who -w ou ld ', ■ • r e m a in - e l ig ib le  f o r  . . .  
d e v e lo p m e n ta l- d i s a b i l i t y  . 's e r v ic e s  ,t  ............

4 ) M ary Land d a ta  in d i c a t e  t h a t  c h o re  e r e  p e o p le , praaantly unamrrmd, 
hue who a r e  id e n tif ie d  a * n lad ing s e r v i c e * ,  who w o u ld  bccom * 
In e lig ib le  / o r s e r v i c e #  u n d e r a f u n c t i o n a l d e f i n i t i o n .
T h e r e fo r e , , a d o p t in g  th e  f e d e r a l d e f i n i t i o n  r e q u i r e *  an a s s e s sm e n t 
.o f s e r v ic e  p r i o r i t i e s .  W ith o u t c a r e f u l c o n s id e r a t i o n , s t a t e  
p la n n e r s  may. end up e x c lu d in g  num e ro u s p a r s o n s , who w h i le  n o t 
p r e s e n t in g  s e v e re  h a n d ic a p s , do p r e s e n t s i g n i f i c a n t  need s f o r  
s e r v ic e . An exam p le can be d ra w n f r o m  p e rs o n s  w i t h  e p i l e p s y , who 
may .n o t h a ve s e v e re  f u n c t i o n a l l i m i t a t i o n s ,  b u t who ca n b e n e f i t  
fro m  c o u n s e l in g  and o t h e r  m in im a l l e v e l  i n t e r v e n t i o n s .

5 ) S e v e ra l o f  th e  s tu d ie s  em p h a s iz e  t h a t  w h i l e  s change In r h *  c o c a l 
n um b e r* o f  p e rs o n s  s e rv e d  i s  n o r an tic ipa ted t p la n n e r *  can 
an tic ipa te a change In she typea o f d i s a b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  p e rs o n s  
s e r v e d . 'A d e v e lo p m e n ta l ' d i s a b i l i t y  a g e n c y msy o r  n a y n o t ha ve 
che e x p e r t i s e ,  fu n d in g  o p t i o n s , o r  s e r v ic e  a r r a y s  t o  enha n ce th e  
w e l l - b e i n g  o f g ro u p s o f p e rs o n s  w i t h  v e r y  d i s p a r a t e  n e e d s .

6J .. U n p u b l is h e d  daCa fro m  M a ry la n d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  che toca l n u *b # re  o f
 p e r s o n *  e lig ib le  f o r  s e r v ic e s  can f l u c t u a t e  widely a c c o r d in g  to

how a c r ic t ly  one in t a r p r e r e  che fede ra l d e f in it io n . A l l  s t u d ie s  
used th e  d e f i n i t i o n  as o p e r a t i o n a l i z e d  by E l i n o r  G o l la y . S t i l l ,  
any num be r o f o t b e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  can be m ada . Any g iv e n  s ta c a  
w o u ld  h a ve t o  d e v e lo p  i t s  own o p e r a t i o n a l c r i t e r i a  and in s t r u m e n t 
t o  a s s e s s d e v e lo p m e n ta l d i s a b i l i t i e s . T h is  c a n be a c o s t l y  and 
t im e  co n sum in g o p e r a t io n .

7 ) W h e th e r a s t a t e  a d o p ts so age o f o n s e t c r i te r ia  a t age 21 o r 
la te r can have a aubatantla l impact on che C o c a l n um b e r* o f  
p e rs o n s  who a re  e l i g i b l e  f o r  s e r v i c e s .

8) f i n a l l y ,  1t muse be rem em be red chat cbe federa l da fln ic lo n la
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p r o p o m a d  a m  a  p l a n n i n g  Cool Co h a l p  d i r e c C  f u n d i n g  . m a d  c m a m m U c h  
mec i r l C i e a  co p e n o u i \ r i c h  o a c m  mm-ra c m  l a p m i r T m m n c r n , 
O p e r a t i o n a l i s i n g  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  i n t o  e l i g i b i l i t y  c r i t e r i a  0*7 be 
in a p p r o p r i a t e .  -

H u o a r o u i : r i a a * r e k a r >  end et'e-ee p l * n n * r «  h a v e  ee te n rp e ad Co u n d e r e ta n d  
hew  ch e f e d e r a l - d e f i n i t i o n  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ta l d i s a b i l i t i e s  a p p l i e s  t o  
a c t u a l s t a t e  s e r v i c e  d e l i v e r y  c o n t e x t s . -  M o s t o f  th o  e t u d ia a  p r o j e c t  an 
in c r e a s e  i n - p o t e n t i a l l y  e l i g i b l e  c l i e n t s j ' o n e s t u d y  p r o j e c t s  a  d e c r e a s e . 
H one f o c u a  o n th e  e x t e n t t o  w h ic h  th o s e  p e re o a e  who e r e  u a a e r v e d  v o u ld  
dem and d i f f e r e n t  s e r v ic e s  o c h e r th a n  th u s e i p r o v id e d  b y  cbe "DD a g e n c y " 
u n d e r a n e x p a n d e d d e f i n i t i o n , '  and h o w  ' m a n y ' o f ' t h o s e  c u r r e n t l y  o u t s id e  
t h e  s y s te m  w o u ld ’ ccm ii f o r w a r d . ' ’ ' ’’’

C iv a n  th o  in d e t e r m in a t e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  p o t e n t i a l  demand f o r  new o r  
e x p a n d e d  s e r v i c e s ,  o c h e r f a c t o r s  h a v e  t o  b e ta k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t when 
d e v e l o p in g  im p a c t e s t im a t e s . T h e se f a c t o r s  i n c l u d e  th e  p ro p o s e d  ra n g e  
o f  s e r v i c e s  t o  be p r o v id e d , . th a  q u a l i t y  o f  s e r v i c e s ,  th e  e x t a n t o f 
o u t r e a c h  and p u b l i c i t y  a s s o c ia t e d  w i t h  s e r v i c e  o f f e r i n g s ,  and t h a  w a ys 
i n  w h ic h  th a  d e f i n i t i o n  I s  o p e r a t i o n a l i z e d .

W ha t a l s o  em e rg e s fro m  t h i s  o v e r v ie w  i s  t h a t  t h a  f e d e r a l d a f i n i t l o n
v a a n a v a r  In te n d e d  t o  g o v e rn  s e r v i c e  e l i g i b i l i t y  a t  t h *  d e l i v e r y  l a v a l .
I t  w as in t e n d e d  to  fo c u a  p la n n in g  and f u n d in g  a c t i v i t i e s  o n i n d i v i d u a l s  
m o s t i n  n e e d  and t o  f a c i l i t a t e  f u r t h e r  c o o r d i n a t i o n  b e tw e e n  a g e n c ie *  i n  
t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  c o m p ra h e n s iv a  s e r v i c e s .  W i t h o u t s p e c i f i c  i n d i c a t o r s
a n d  in s t r u m e n t ; )  t o  accom pany th a  o u t l i n e s  o f  t h a  d a f i n i t l o n ,  i t s
a p p l i c a t i o n  I s ' am b ig u o u s and som ew ha t u n r e l i a b l e .

T h e  r e v ie w  o f  r e s e a r c h  a ls o  r a i s e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  th e  p o t e n t i a l  
e x c l u s i o n  o f i n d i v i d u a l s  c u r r e n t l y  r e c e i v i n g  s e r v i c e # .  W i t h o u t any 
m o d i f i c a t i o n s ,  th e  f e d e r a l d e f i n i t i o n  d o e s e l im i n a t e  p e rs o n a  w i t h  le s s  
s e v e r e  d i s a b i l i t i e s  who may I n  f a c t  r e q u i r e  s e r v i c e s  i n  o r d s r  t o  
m a x im iz e  . f u n c t i o n i n g  and w e l l - b e i n g .

F i n a l l y ,  th e  s t u d ie s  u n d e r s c o r e  h o v  t h e  f e d e r a l d e f i n i t i o n  
e n c o m p a s s e s  d i s p a r a t e  d i s a b i l i t i e s , r e s u l t i n g  I n  e v i d e  r i n g s  o f  s e r v i c e  
n e e d s . P a rs o n s  w i t h  p h y s i c a l d i s e b i l i t i s s *  p a r s o n s  w i t h  b r a i n  i n j u r y ,  
p e r s o n a  w i t h  s e v e r e  le a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  p e o p le  w i t h  t e r m in a l an d 
d e b i l i t a t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  —  a l l  r e q u i r e  s e r v i c e s  w h ic h  do n o t f a l l  n e a t l y  
t o  o n e  a g e n c y  t o  p r o v i d e .

2 .  S t a t e  e x p e r ie n c e s  i n  u s in g  a f u n c t i o n a l  d a f i n i t l o n  o f  
d e v e lo p m e n ta l d i s a b i l i t i e s

T h i s  s e c t i o n  r e v ie w s  how o c h e r s t a t e s  h a v e  g r a p p le d  w i t h  th a  
a d o p t i o n  o f  a f u n c t i o n a l d e f i n i t i o n  f o r  e l i g i b i l i t y  d e t e r m in a t i o n .
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D u r in g  che c o u r s e  qf'1' ' t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  k * y  s t * £ £  w * r *  in t e r v ie w e d  and 
d o cum en ts « e re  re v ie w e d  In  a num ber o f  a c a te s . F o u r i t i t a t  w a re  
s e le c t e d  cha r, h a d che m oat e x p e r ie n c e  and th a n  a ls o  r e p r e s e n te d  a ra n g * 
o f  p o l i c y  o p t io n s  and o u tc om e s . E f f o r t o  i n  Haw J e r s e y , H a r y la n d , O h io , 
and C o n n e c t ic u t a re  re v ie w e d  beLcrw, T h is  i s  f o l lo w e d  by a b r i * £  o u t l i n e  
o r la s s o n a  le a r n e d .
•— ** ’ - L ̂ v. i . ; d r ? ... .. 4 ; ,

-'few 'J e r s e y . - I n - A p r i l , -1 9 85 ,- Hew J e r s e y  ch a n g e d ic o  D i v i s i o n  a£
: M e n ta l R e 't fa fd aG io n ’to - . t h e  D iv i s i o n . a£ D e v e lo p m e n ta l D i s a b i l i t i e s  and 
exp a n d o d th e - D i v i s i o n ’ s. m a n d a te .x o - ir . c lu d a  p e rs o n s  w i t h  a v i d e  ra n g * o r 
d e v e lo p m e n ta l d i s a b i l i t i e s . -  U n d e r ly in g  c h ia  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l cha ng e uaa a 

- -■ • '■ c h a n g e - f ro m  • a c a c e g o r iq .a l Co. *  f u n c t i o n a l d e f i n i t i o n  f o r  M r v l c i
e l i g i b i l i t y ,  F o r Hew J e r s e y , t h i a  waa *  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p r o fo u n d  cha ng e 
e ir .e e  th e  D i v i s i o n  a £ M a n te l R e ta r d a t io n  had n o t ,  a t  c h a t p o i n t ,  e v e n 
e x p a n d e d i t s  s e r v ic e  m anda te t o  In c lu d e  c e r e b r a l p a ls y ,  a p i l e p s y , and 
a u c ls n  —  a change, t h a t  hud o c c u r r e d  i n  many o t h e r  a t a t a a . The 

... . t r a n s i t i o n  t o  a D i v i s i o n  o f D e v e lo p m e n ta l D i s a b i l i t i e s  i s  p a r t  o f a 
, v. t h r e e  y e a r p la n n in g  p r o j e c t ,

Tha d e f i n i t i o n  t h a t  Kss been ad o p ce d b y Hew J e r s e y  i s  s im i l a r  t o  che 
f e d e r a l d e f i n i t i o n  and re a d s as f o l l o w s :

"D e v e lo p m e n ta l d i s a b i l i t y "  means a s e v e r e , c h r o n i c  d i s a b i l i t y  o f  
a p e rs o n  w h ic h : (L ) i s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  Co a m e n ta l o r  p h y s i c a l 
im p a irm e n t o r  a c o m b in a t io n  o f  m e n ta l o r p b y a i c a l im p a irm e n ts ;
( 2) i s  m a n i f e s t b e fo r e  age 22} ( 3 ) i s  l i k e l y  t o  c o n t in u a  

■ i n d e f i n i t e l y !  (4 ) r e s u l t s  i n  s u b s t a n t i a l f u n c t i o n a l l i m i t a t i o n s  
i n  th r e e  o r  m ore o f th e  f o l l o w i n g  a re a s  o f  m a jo r l i f a  a c t i v i t y ,  
t h a t  - i s , s e l f - c a t e , ' r e c e p t i v e  and e x p r e s s iv e  la n g u a g e , le a r n i n g ,  
m o b i l i t y ,  s e l f - d i r e c t i o n  and c a p a c i t y  f o r  in d e p e n d a n t l i v i n g  o r 
e c o n om ic s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y !  and ( 5 ) r e f l e c t s  th a  ne ed f o r  a 
c o m b in a t io n  and sequence o f  s p e c i a l i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  o r  g e n e r ic  

. .. e a r a , t r e a tm e n t o r o t h e r  s e r v ic e s  w h ic h  a r e  o f l i f e - l o n g  o r
e x te n d e d  d u r a t i o n  and a re  i n d i v i d u a l l y  p la n n e d  and c o o r d in a t e d . 
D e v e lo p m e n ta l d i s a b i l i t y  in c lu d e s  b u t i s  n o t l i m i t e d  Co se rv e r* 
d i s a b i l i t i e s ' a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  m e n ta l r e t a r d a t i o n ,  .a u t is m , c s r a b r a l 
p a ls y , e p i l e p s y , s p in a  b i f i d a  and o c h e r n e u r o l o g i c a l lm p a i rm e n t s ' -  
w h a re  che abova c r i t e r i a  a re  m e t ( B i l l  S - L 8 2 6 ) .

T h is  L e g i s l a t i o n  s p e c i f i e s  t h a t ,  i n  g e n e r a l , th e  i n d i v i d u a l ’ s 
d i s a b i l i t y  m u s t be m a n i fe s t b e fo r e  th e  age o f 2 2 . H ow e ve r , a l a t e r  
c la u s e  g iv e s  th a  d i r e c t o r  o f  che D i v i s i o n  d i s c r e t i o n  i n  e x p a n d in g  
e l i g i b i l i t y  t o  any in d i v i d u a l u n d e r th e  age o f 55 who m e e ts th e  o t h e r  
c r i t e r i a  i f  fu n d s  a l lo w , f u r t h e r ,  a c a v e a t was added so t h a t  p e rs o n s  
p r e s e n t l y  b e in g  s e rv e d  in  che s y s te m  w o u ld  be " g r a n d f a t h e r e d "  i n  w i t h o u t 
u n d e r g o in g  re a s s e s sm e n t a c c o r d in g  t o  che new e l i g i b i l i t y  c r i t e r i a .

To o p e r a t i o n a l i z e  th a  d e f i n i t i o n  i n t o  e l i g i b i l i t y  c r i t e r i a .  New 
J e r s e y  d e v e lo p e d  a new s c re e n in g  in s t r u m e n t , th e  C r i t i c a l  A d a p t iv e



B e h a v io r s  I n v e n t o r y  (C A B I ) . CAB I a s s e s s e s  th e  p re s e n c e  o r  a b s e n c e o f  
c r i t i c a l  s k i l l s  i n  e a c h  o f  che s i x  l i f e  a c t i v i t y  dcxnu ino s p e c i f i e d  i n  
che legislation.

T o a o o i s t  i n  p la n n in g  and eo m o n i t o r  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  Co a D i v i s i o n  o f  
D e v e lo p m e n ta l D i s a b i l i t i e s ,  th e  D e v e lo p m e n ta l D i s a b i l i t i e s  C o u n c i l 
a w a rd e d  a g r a n t t o  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  A f f i l i a t e d  F a c i l i t y  a t th e  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  M e d ic in e  and D e n t i s t r y  o f Hew J e r s e y  -  R o b e r t Wood J o h n s o n  M e d ic a l 
S c h o o l . T h is  p r o j e c t  i s  o r g a n iz e d  a ro u n d  n in e  t a s k  f o r c e s  f o c u s in g  on 
th e s e  a r e a s : in t a k e  an d e l i g i b i l i t y ;  t r a i n i n g ;  r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s ;
e m p lo y m e n t ; g u a r d ia n s h ip , a d v o c a c y , , a n d s e l f  d i r e c t i o n ;  h o u s in g ; 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ; ' r a c b d i f i c a t i o n ;  a n d .m e n ta l h e a l t h  an d d e v e lo p m e n ta l 
d i s a b i l i t i e s .  The . Y e a r I  r e p o r t  f r o m  t h i s  e f f o r t  i s  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e 
s e c o n d  y e a r  r e p o r t  i s  due in  th e  w i n t e r . o f  1 9 8 8 . V o lum e I I  o f  th e  
r e p o r t  . v i l l  fo c u s  on t a s k  f o r c e  p a p e r s  s u c h - a s : in t e r a g e n c y  a g re e m e n ts  
an d d e c is io n s  o n s t a f f  r e t r a i n i n g  an d r e a l l o c a t i o n .

I n d i v i d u a l s  in t e r v ie w e d  i n  Che s t a t e  w e re  r e l u c t a n t  Co d ra w  
c o n c l u s io n s  a b o u t th e  r e l a t i v e  s u c c e s s  o f  th e  t r a n s i t i o n  s in c e  th e  
p r o c e s s  La o c i l i  u n d e rw a y . T he y a r e  a n t i c i p a t i n g  an in c r e a s e d  c a s e lo a d  
o £ a p p r o x im a t e l y  460 p e rs o n a  p e r y e a r  w i t h  a n o v e r a l l  t o t a l  o f  1300 t o  
2 0 0 0 a t  th e  end o f f i v e  y e a r s . I t  i s  e x p e c te d  t h a t  t h i s  in c r e a s e d  
dem and w i l l  f l a t t e n  o u t a f t e r  some o f  c h e p e n t up demand i s  
a c c om m o d a te d . T h e se a r e  b a l l  p a r k  f i g u r e s  b a s s d  o n  th e  t o t a l  p r e v a le n c e  
o f  p a r s o n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  d ra w n f r o m  census and r e d u c e d  by 30Z, a 
l i b e r a l  e s t im a t e  o f how a a n y o f c h a s a  p e r s o n s  a r e  L i k e l y  t o  coma fo r w a r d  
f o r  s e r v i c e ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  che s t a t e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .

A t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e r e  ha s n o t b s s n  a d r a m a t i c  in c r e a s e  i n  demand f o r  
s e r v i c e s .  A r e g i s t r y  ha s be en c r e a t e d  w h ic h  p c e e e n t l y  l i s t s  s e v e r a l 
h u n d r e d  names o f  new c o n s u n e r s  r e q u e s t i n g  s e r v i c e s . The l i s t  i d  
e x p e c te d  t o  g row  on ce th e  D i v i s i o n  I s  f u l l y  o p e r a t i o n a l .  A s u r v e y  o f  30 
p e r s o n a  c n  che r e g i s t r y  in d i c a t e s , t h a t  h o u s in g  i s  th e  s e r v i c e  m a s t 
n e e d e d . H o u s in g  i n  t h i s  ca s e does n o t r e f e r  t o  t y p i c a l  g ro u p  h om e s , 
r a t h e r  i t  i s  h o u s in g  a d a p t a t io n s  o r  a l t e r n a t e  l i v i n g  s i t u a t i o n s . t h a t  . 
p r o m o te  in d e p e n d e n c e  an d ha ve f u l l  a c c e s s i b i l i t y .  S ca ca i n f o r m e n t j 
a n t i c i p a t e  c h a t th a  la r g e s t  co n sum e r g ro u p  t o  coma fo rw a r d  f o r  s e r v i c e  
w i l l  b e p e rs o n s  w i t h  p h y s i c a l h a n d ic a p s  w ho w e re  u n d e r - s e r v e d  i n  Hew 
J e r s e y  p r e v i o u s l y .  T he se con d h i g h e s t  s e r v i c e  n e e d i d e n t i f i e d  i n  th e  
s u r v e y  w as v o c a t i o n a l r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a n d cha t h i r d  was f o r  
r r a n s p o r t a c i o n -

T h a a n t i c i p a t e d  e x p a n s io n  i n  th e  n um b e rs  o f  p e r s o n a  s e r v e d  i n  How 
J e r s e y  i s  b a se d on che e x p e c t a t io n  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be an e a r n e s t 
u n d e r t a k i n g  t o  " r e d i r e c t "  s e r v ic e  d e l i v e r y  s o t h a t  p a r s o n s  w i t h  a l l  
d e v e lo p m e n ta l d i s a b i l i t i e s  a re  in d e e d  s e r v e d . Tha r e d i r e c t i o n  o f 
d e p a r tm e n t e f f o r t s  ha s been w e l l  a d v e r t i s e d  an d many d i f f e r e n t  a d v o c a c y  
g r o u p s  h a v e  b e e n in v o l v e d . C o n s o n a n t w i t h  c h e  c h a n g e  i n  s e r v i c e  
e l i g i b i l i t y ,  New J e r s e y  i s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  r e v i s i n g  in c a k e  fa rm s  end 
s e r v i c e  a s s e s sm e n ts  an d i s  e x p a n d in g  an d im p r o v in g  t h e i r  c a s e  m anagem en t



J 7 3  - a n  j q  c h a c  c a s e  w o r k e r s  h a v e  a  g r e a t e r  u n d a r * C a n d l n g  o £  c h e  d i v a r s e  

n e e d s  o £  c c n i u a a c s .  A l o n g  w i t h  *  c h a n g e  I n  n u o b c r a  o £  p e r s o n s  s e r v e d ,  

a d a l u i s  o r a t o r s  e x p e c t  c h a t  c h e  l e r v i e e  m d c c  w i l l  c h a n g e  ( e . g . ,  m o v e  

e m p h a s i s  o n  a c c e n d s n c  a e r / i c o a ,  a c e . ) ,

Tha oupc-c c u n in y  t o  in c lu d e  a d i v e r s e  num ber o£ d i s a b i l i t y  ty p e s  in c o  
che s e r v ic e  s y a c e a  hua e n c o u ra g e d H«w J e r s e y  a d m in i s t r a t o r s  CO r e t h i n k  
h w  che y c u r r e n t l y  p r o v id e  s e r v ic e s  t o  p e rs o n s  h a v in g  m e n ta l 
r e t a r d a t i o n .  R a th e r th e n  a d o p t a 'v o a b  t o  tom b " a p p ro a c h  to  th e  n« v 
d i s a b i l i t y  c o n s u m e rs , c i t e  w o rk e r s  a re  b e in g  t r a i n e d  to  a d a p t to  a t r u l y  
" * c i i e n c  d r i v e n - 3 ^ 8 0 ^ 0 " w i t h  "an em p h a s is  on le a s t r e s t r i c t i v e  
au vL ro iu u e n c s , v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l i s e d  " t rw e tm e n c  p la n n in g , and p r o v i s i o n  o r 
• th e -m in im um  le v e l o£ s e r v ic e  I n t e r v e n t i o n .  •• S e r v ic e  p r o v id e r s  a re  
d i s c o v e r in g  ch a c s m a l l a d ju s tm e n ts - s u c h  as an a d a p t iv e  d e v ic e  can 
a m e l io r a t e -  u r g e n t n e e d s . ' I n  l i k e  f a s h io n , c r e a t i v e  s o lu t i o n s  Co
t r a d i t i o n a l  c e n t a l r e t a r d a t i o n  s e r v i c e  need s a re  b e in g  s o u g h t . A lth o u g h  
t h e r e  has r e p o r t e d l y  been soma r e s i s t a n c e  by nan m e n ta l l y  re c a rd e d  
d i s a b i l i t y  g rc u p a  cc co c e to  th e  D i v i s i o n  f o r  s e r v ic e s , th e  x o d a s t 
in c r e a s e  in  l e g i s l a t i v e  fu n d in g  a l l o c a t e d  and th e  e f f o r t s  □£ th e  
d e p a r tm e n t d e s c r ib e d  above have h e lp e d  t o  a l l s v i a t a  th e  a s s o c ia te d  
s t ig m a . - . • ..............

W ith  r e s p e c t t o  th e  e l im i n a t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  c u r r e n t l y  e l i g i b l e  
f o r  s e r v ic e s , p e rs o n s  in  Hew J e r s e y  h a v e s e v e r a l o b s e r v a t i o n * . F i r s t ,  
Che n e w  d e f i n i t i o n  w i l l  n o t be u s e d t o  re a s s e s s  ch o se c u r r e n t l y  
r e c e i v i n g  s e r v i c e s ! ' S e co n d , cha in s t r u m e n t t h a t has been d e v e lo p e d  
s h o u ld  n o t s c r e e n  o u t an yone in  need o f  a e r v ic e a . H ow e ve r, i n  o r d e r  t o  
e n s u re  C ha t no one i s  a d v e r s e ly  o r  u n j u s t l y  a f f e c t e d  by th e  new 
d e f i n i t i o n ,  che s ca c e in te n d s  to  c o n d u c e  an e v a lu a t i o n  ac th e  end o f a 
y e a r .

Ohio. O h io ’ s D e p a r tm e n t o f M e n ta l R e ta r d a t io n  and D e v e lo p m e n ta l 
D i s a b i l i t i e s  h a d been u a in g  a c a t e g o r i c a l d e f i n i t i o n  f o r  s e r v ic e  
e l i g i b i l i t y  t h a t  In c lu d e d  m e n ta l r e t a r d a t i o n ,  c e r e b r a l p a ls y , e p i l e p s y , 
and a u c ls a . The c u r r e n t d e f i n i t i o n ,  w h i l e  s t i l l  l im i t e d  t o  th e e e  f o u r  
c a t e g o r ie s  o f d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  th e  d i s a b i l i t y  be m a n i f e s t 
p r i o r  to  age LS , and r e q u i r e s  a' s u b s t a n t i a l h a n d ic a p . A s u b s t a n t i a l 
h a n d ic a p  is  d e f in e d  as e q u iv a le n t t o  c h e a b i l i t i e s  o f  p e rs o n s  v l t h  
m o d e ra te , s e v e r e , o r  p ro fo u n d  r e t a r d a t i o n .

B ecause oc c o n c e rn s  e n a t many i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  d e v e lo p m e n ta l 
d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  o t h e r  th a n  th e  f o u r  c a t e g o r ie s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  th e  
d e f i n i t i o n ,  w e re  b e in g  u n f a i r l y  e x c lu d e d  fro m  s e r v ic e s , a new d e f i n i t i o n  
has been p ro p o s e d  and is  c u r r e n t l y  b e f o r e  che l e g i s l a t u r e .  T h is  
d e f i n i c i o n  i s  s im i l a r  Co th e  f e d e r a l d e f i n i t i o n  v l t h  che f o l l o w i n g  
e x c e p t io n s ; i t  e x c lu d e s  in d i v i d u a l s  v i c h  a s o la  d ia g n o s is  o f  m e n ta l 
i l l n e s s ,  i t  in c lu d e s  in d i v i d u a l s  w ho se d i s a b i l i t y  l a  l i k e l y  t o  r e s u l t  i n  
s u b s t a n t i a l f u n c t i o n a l l i m i t a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  seme in t e r v e n t i o n  ( n o t J u s t 
c h o se who a l r e a d y  have s u b s t a n t i a l f u n c t i o n a l l i m i t a t i o n s ) ,  i t  in c lu d e s  
a l l  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r che age o f t h r e e  who ha ve o n ly  one d e v e lo p m e n ta l



d e la y ,  i t  in c lu d e s  c h i l d r e n  bu e u e e n th a  ag e s o £ c h ro e  and s i x  who ha ve 
t v a  d e v e lo p m e n ta l d e la y s , and i t  g iv e s  th e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  
M e n ta l R e t a r d a t i o n  and D e v t i lo p a o n c a l D i s a b i l i t i e s  d i s c r e t i o n  i n  
a c c e p t i n g  a d d i t i o n a l p e rs o n s  f o r  s e r v i c e .  I n d i v i d u a l s  I n t e r v ie w e d  i n  
O h io  a r e  h o p e f u l t h a t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  paaa*. T h e y do n o t e x p e c t a 
d r a m a t ic  in c r e a s e  i n  demand f o r  s e r v i c e s  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n a l  
c h a n g e . I n  th e  f i r s t  p la c e , th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  d o e s n o c o p e r a t i o n a l i z e  
e l i g i b i l i t y  c r i t e r i a .  The O f f i c e  o f  M e n t a l R e t a r d a t i o n  an d 
D e v e lo p m e n ta l D i s a b i l i t i e s  w i l l  d e f i n e  th e s e  c r i t e r i a  a t  a l a t e r  d a te  
an d i t  ia  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  th e y  w i l l  - s e t t h e  c r i t e r i a  aa t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  
a d m i t p e r s o n s  f o r  whom th e y  h a ve n o  r e s o u r c e s . S e c o n d , c u r r e n t  O h io  la w  
a u t h o r i s e s  a e r v i c a -d e l i v e r y  t o  c e r t a i n  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  p e r s o n a  w i t h  
d i s a b i l i t i e s .  I c  do e s noc n e r .d a c e ; t h a t  a l l  e l i g i b l e  p e r s o n a  b e  s e r v e d . 
A s a re s u lt , - -C M R ./D D  h a s  th e  a b i l i t y  t o  " ' c o n t r o l ' t h e  am o u n t o f s e r v i c e  
p r o v id e d  i

M a r y la n d . I n  c o n o id e r in g  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  e x p a n d in g  s e r v i c e  d e l i v e r y  
f o r  p e r s o n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  I n  M a r y la n d , c h e f s d a r a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  
d e v e lo p m e n ta l d i s a b i l i t i e s  (P L 9 3 - 5 2 7 } w as t h e  f i r s t  t o  be e v a lu a t e d .
T h a f u l l  f e d e r a l d e f i n i t i o n  was n o t a d o p t e d . T he m a jo r  r e s e r v a t i o n  waa 
t h a t  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  d id  l i t t l e  t o  o p e r a t i o n a l i z e  e l i g i b i l i t y  c r i t e r i a  
and l e f t  to o  m uch a m b ig u i t y  i n  th e  c o n c e p t o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  f u n c t i o n a l  
im p a i r m e n t . A s t u d y  c o n d u c te d  b y M ic h a e l S c d u l l S u g g e s te d  how m uch 
v a r i a b i l i t y  c o u ld  be e x p e c te d  g iv e n  d i f f e r e n t  w ays o f  d e f i n i n g  
" s u b s t a n t i a l  Im p a i r m e n t . "  S m u l l a n d h i s  c o l le a g u e s  c o n d u c te d  a s tu d y  o f  
1 ,6 0 2  f i f t o e n - y e a r - o l d s  who w e re  i n  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e y fo u n d  c h a t 
d i f f e r e n t  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  f u n c t i o n a l l i m i t a t i o n  y i e l d e d  e l i g i b i l i t y  r a t e s  
r a n g in g  f r o m  .5 7 1  t o  2 .0 5 Z  o f  che g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n .

I n  J u l y ,  1985 th e  M a ry la n d  l e g i s l a t u r e  p a e e e d a h i l l  a u t h o r i z i n g  th e  
M e n t a l R e t a r d a t i o n  and D e v e lo p m e n ta l D i s a b i l i t i e s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  
a d o p t a " m o d i f i e d "  d e v e lo p m e n ta l d i s a b i l i t i e s  d e f i n i t i o n .  T h is  a c t 
m oved c h a s t a t e  f r o m  a c a t e g o r i c a l d e f i n i t i o n  t h a t  I n c l u d e d  m e n ta l 
r e t a r d a t i o n ,  c e r e b r a l p a ls y , a u t i s m , a n d e p i l e p s y ,  t o  a m o re f u n c t i o n a l  
d e f i n i t i o n .

M a r y la n d ’ s d e f i n i t i o n  d i f f e r s  f r o m  t h e  f e d e r a l d e f i n i t i o n  i n  eome 
i n c a r n a t i n g  w a y s . I n  cha f i r s t  p l a c e ,  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  c l e a r l y  e x c lu d e s  
th o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w hose d i s a b i l i t y  r e s u l t s  s o l e l y  f r o m  m e n ta l i l l n e s s .  
T h e s e  p e r s o n s  w i l l  c o n t in u e  t o  r e c e i v e  s e r v i c e s  t h r o u g h  th e  s t a t s ' *  
M e n ta l H y g ie n e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  S e c o n d ly , w h e re  th e  f e d e r a l d e f i n i t i o n  
s p e c i f i e s  th aC  an i n d i v i d u a l o u s t b e s u b s t a n t i a l l y  f u n c t i o n a l l y  l im i t e d  
I t .  a e l e a s t  t h r e e  o f  se v e n m a jo r l i f e  a c t i v i t y  s e t t s ,  M a r y la n d ’ s 
m o d i f i e d  d e f i n i t i o n  fo c u s e s  o n ly  o n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ’ s a b i l i t y  t o  l i v e  
in d e p e n d e n t l y . T h is  v a r i a b l e  i s  m e a s u re d  i n  te rm s  o f  p e r s o n a l and 
h o u s e h o ld  m anagem en t and use o f  c o r s a u n i t y  r e s o u r c e s . T h e t h i r d ,  and 
p e rh a p s  m o s t I n t e r e s t i n g  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  c h e  f e d e r a l d e f i n i t i o n  in v o l v e s  
th a  e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f  a C u g -e la re d  e l i g i b i l i t y  s c r e e n . Aa n o te d  i n  che 
e a r l i e r  d i s c u s s i o n , i n d i v i d u a l s  who m e e t a l l  c r i t e r i a  s p e c i f i e d  i n  th e  
d e f i n i t i o n  ( i . e .  a d ia g n o s is  o c h e r t h a n  m e n t a l i l l n e s s  a lo n e , ag e o f 
o n s e t b e f o r e  22 , and aub ^ . . n c i a l f u n c t i o n a l  l i m i t a t i o n  i n  th a  a b i l i t y  t o
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l i v e  in d a p e n d e n c iy ) a re  e l i g i b l e  n o r cha f u l l  ra n g s o r l e r v i c t i  o f f a r a d  
hy cha s c a ta  a g e n c y .

T hcsn in d i v i d u a l s  who f a i l  to  m««e a l l  o f  che c r i t e r i a  f o r  
d e v e lo p m e n ta l d i a a c i l iC ia a - a a y  s t i l l  ba e l i g i b l e  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l » u p p n c t 
s e r v i c e s ; ' T o be • e l i g i b l e • t o r  th e  u p p a r C lo t o r s e r v ic a a  cvo c o n d i t io n s  
o f  d i s a b i l i t y - m u a c - s t i l l  b t a i t ,  T h * i n d i v i d u a l s u p p o r t s e r v ic e s  f o r  
•p e rs o n s  w is h  m i ld e r  L im i t a t io n s . do ;noc in c lu d e  f u l l  da y s e r v ic e s  and 
r c a i d o n c i a l s e r v ic e s , -  t>uc\ in c lu d e . , s u p p o r t s e r v ic e s  fo c u s in g  on 
p r e v e n t io n , and e n h a n c in g - t h e • i n d i v i d u a l 1 a a b i l i t y  t o  l i v a  in d a p a n d a n c ly  
in - c h e  c o n m u n i t y , w h ic h  nay in c lu d e  l im i t e d  day s e r v ic e s  and r e s i d e n t i a l 
s u p e r v i s i o n .

I t  is  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t t h i s  m o d i f ie d  d e f i n i t i o n  w i l l ,  i n  fa c e , 
r e d u c e  che num be r o f p e rs o n s e l i g i b l e  (c h o u g h  no c n e c s s a a r i l y  th a  a c t u a l 
num be rs o f p e rs e n s  s e rv e d ) f o r  t h e ' f u l l  ra n g e  o f s e r v ic e *  i n  M a ry la n d . 
U n d e r th a  c a t e g o r i c a l d e f i n i t i o n ,  s l i g h t l y  m ore t h a t  I Z ' o f ' t h e  
p o p u la t i o n  w e re  e l i g i b l e  f o r  che f u l l  ra n g e  o f s e r v i c e * .  U n d e r , ' che new 
m o d i f i e d  d e f i n i t i o n ,  o n ly  I .71 a re  e x p e c te d  to  q u a l i f y  f o r  che f u l l  
ra n g e  o f s e r v ic e s . . I n d i v i d u a l s  who w o u ld  h a ve q u a l i f i e d  u n d a r th a  o ld  
d e f i n i t i o n  w i l l  re m a in  e l i g i b l e  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s u p p o r t s e r v ic e s , b u t 
w i l l  n o t be e l i g i b l e  f a r  f u l l  day and r e s i d e n t i a l  s e r v ic e s . A 
g r a n d f a t h e r  c la u s e  in  th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o t e c t s  th e  e l i g i b i l i t y  s t a t u s  o f  
p e o p le  a l r e a d y  i n  th e  s e r v ic e  s y s te m .

D e s p i t e  an o v e r a l l  r e d u c t io n  in  th e  num be r o f  p e rs o n s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  
s e r v i c e , th a  a d o p t io n  o f th e  f u n c t i o n a l d e f i n i t i o n  opened th e  a a r v ic e  
d o o r s  to  a b r o a d e r s p e c tru m  o f d i s a b i l i t y  g r o u p s , and c o n s a q u a n c ly  a 
w a i t i n g  l i s t  o f  2,000 p e rs o n s w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  o c h e r chan m e n ta l 
r e t a r d a t i o n  ha s fe rm a d i n  M a ry la n d . Needs a s s e s sm e n ts ha ve baen 
c o n d u c te d  b y  M o r r is o n , Sachs t  S m u ll (1 9 8 6 ) on th e  p a rs o n s  o n che 
• w a i t in g  l i s t .  Tha w a i t i n g  U s e  r e p r e s e n t s  che b e s t in f o r m a t i o n  known in  
a n y o f th e  s t a t e s  t h a t  have changed d e f i n i t i o n s  to  p ro je c t* , th e  num bers 
o f  p e rs o n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  o c h e r th a n  m e n ta l r e t a r d a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  
a c t u a l l y  come 'f o r w a r d  f o r  s e r v ic e , g iv e n  ch a n g e d s e r v ic e  e l i g i b i l i t y ,  
and w h a t t h e i r  s e r v ic e  needs a r e . H ow e v e r , M a ry la n d  r e s e a r c h e r s  v ie w  . 
t h i s  d a ta  as an u n d e re s t im a te  o f th a  c o c a l num ba ra o f  p a rs o n s  w i t h  
d i s a b i l i t i e s  o c h e r chan m e n ta l r a c a c d a t io n  t h a t may come fo rw a r d  f a r  
s e r v i c e .  T he y e x p la in  t h a t l im i t e d  fu n d s  and a l im i t e d  s e r v i c e  a r r a y  
d is c o u r a g e  many p o t e n t i a l consum e rs fro m  i d e n t i f y i n g  th a m a e lv a s  f o r  
s e r v i c e .

H a w a i i . I n  1983 , H a w a ii changed fro m  a c a t e g o r i c a l d e f i n i t i o n  o f  
d i s a b i l i t i e s  c h a t in c lu d e d  m e n ta l r e t a r d a t i o n ,  e p i l e p s y ,  a u t is m  and 
c e r e b r a l p a ls y  to  th e  f e d e r a l d e f i n i t i o n  o f d e v e lo p m e n ta l d i s a b i l i t i e s .  
P e rs o n s  a l i z i b l e  f o r  s e r v ic e s  u n d e r che o ld  c a c e n a r ie a l d e f i n i t i o n  w o re

o u t i n  f u t u r e  y<*ca,



P a ra o n * i n  H a w a i i n o c a t h a t  e b a y ha d a n t i c i p a t e d  an in c r e a s e  i n  
dem and f o r  s e r v i c e *  aa a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  c h a n g e . H ow e ve r* t o  d a t a , th o r n  
h a s n o c b e e n an In c r e a a a  i n  th e  am o u n t o f  i a r v l »  p r o v id e d . Two re a s o n *  
a r e  c i t e d  to  e x p l a i n  c h i * .  I n  th a  f i r s t  p la c e *  th e  ch a n g e i n  
e l i g i b i l i t y  was n o c A d v e r t i s e d  w i d e l y .  S e c o n d * th e  H a v e l i s t a t u t e  does 
n o t  m a n d a ts  t h a t  a l l  s e r v i c e  a p p l i c a n t s  be s e r v e d . T he d e p a r tm e n t 
o p e r a t e s  w i t h i n - a  b u d g e t and p r o v id e s  s e r v i c e #  o n ly  w i t h i n  i t s  m ean s .
Hew r e s o u r c e s  w e re  n o t a l l o c a t e d *  a n d th u s  new s e r v ic e s  w e re  no c
d e v e lo p e d .

The ' m o e t n o t i c e a b le  c h a n g e haa o c c u r r e d  i n  che a re a  o f  c a s e  
m a n a g e m e n t . S in c e  th a  s t a t e  a g e n c y l a  now d e a l i n g  w i t h  m o re i n d i v i d u a l s  
h a v in g  m o re  c o m p le x  p h y s i c a l d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  c s s s  m a n a g e rs h a v e  ha d t o  
a d a p t t h e i r  s t r a t e g i e s  and re a c h  o u t t o  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  s e r v i c e  
p r o v i d e r s .

C u r r e n t l y *  t h e  s t a t e  - is  s t t a m p t i n g  t o  o p e r a t i o n a l i z e  th e  e l i g i b i l i t y  
c r i t e r i a  a n d t o  d e v e lo p  an in s t r u m e n t f o r  a s s e s s in g  s u b s t a n t i a l 
im p a i r m e n t i n  t h r e e  o f th e  s e v e n  m a jo r  l i f e  a c t i v i t i e s  s p e c i f i e d  I n  th e  
f e d e r a l ,  d e f i n i t i o n .  T he y a re  a ls o  w o r k i n g  o n  due p r o c e s s  an d g r ie v a n c e  
p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  p e r s o n s  who a re  d e te rm in e d  t o  be i n e l i g i b l e  f o r  s e r v ic e s  
u n d e r  c h a  f e d e r a l d e f i n i t i o n .

C * l i fo m i» . C a l i f o r n i a  c o n s id e r e d  a d o p t i n g  a f u n c t i o n a l d e f i n i t i o n  
f o r  d e v e lo p m e n ta l d i s a b i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 8 0 "a . The H e a l t h  and 
W e l f a r e  A g o u ty  c o n t r a c t e d  w i t h  B e r k e le y  P la n n in g  A s s o c ia t e s  (BPA ) t o  
e x p l o r e  t h a  im p l i c a t i o n s  o f m a k in g  t h i s  c h t n g e . As n o te d  s h o v e , th e  BPA 
s t u d y  d e s c r i b e d  a l t e r n a t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l a r r a n g e m e n ts  t h a t  w a re  
p o s s i b l e  f o r  th e  s t a t e  t o  c o n s id e r  a n d s um m a r iz e d  d a ta  o n p r e v a le n c e  
r a c e s  f o r  v a r io u s  d i s a b i l i t i e s  u s in g  b o t h  c h e f e d e r a l d e f i n i t i o n  o f  
d e v e lo p m e n t a l d i s a b i l i t i e s  and t h e  c a t e g o r i c a l  d e f i n i t i o n  em p lo y e d  I n  
C a l i f o r n i a .  On th e  b a s is  o f  d a ta  f r o m  t h a  1976 S u rv e y  o f  In c om a and 
E d u c a t i o n ,  BPA c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  th a  t r a n s i t i o n .  t o  t h a  f e d e r a l d e f i n i t i o n  
m ig h t  m ean t h a t  f o u r  t im e s  as many i n d i v i d u a l s  ss s r e  c u r r e n t l y  e l i g i b l e  
f o r  c h a  s e r v i c e s . o f  cha □ .  D . D i v i s i o n ,  v o u l d  becom e e l i g i b l e .  On th a  
b a s i s  o f  - th e s e  p r o j e c t i o n s  an d t h a i r  a s s e s s m e n t o f  th e  c u r r e n t  s e r v ic e  
d e l i v e r y  s y s te m  i n  th e  s t a t s ,  C a l i f o r n i a  o f f i c i a l s  d a e id a d  a g a i n s t  th e  
f e d e r a l  d e f i n i t i o n  and k e p t che c a t e g o r i c a l  d a f i n i t l o n  t h a t  in c lu d e d  
m e n t a l r e t a r d a t i o n ,  c e r e b r a l p a ls y ,  e p i l e p s y  and a u t i s m .

P e r s o n a  i n  th e  s t a t e  do no c f a t a l c h a t t h a r a  a r e  s u b s t a n t i a l  num be rs 
o f  i n d i v i d u a l *  who a r e  u n n e r v e d . T h o y  b e l i a v e  t h a t  th o s e  p e rs o n a  w ho do 
n o t m e e t th e  e l i g i b i l i t y  c r i t e r i a  o f  t h e i r  c a t e g o r i c a l d e f i n i t i o n  a r a  
r e c e i v i n g  s e r v i c e s  th r o u g h  o c h e r s t a t s  a g e n c ie s .

S um m a ry o f  le s s o n s  fro m  O th e r S c a r e s . T h e r e v ie w  o f  e x p a r la n c e a  i n  
o t h e r  s t a t e *  w i t h  c h a n g in g  d s f i n i t l o n s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ta l d i s a b i l i t i e s  
I n c l u d e s  some c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  Im p o r t  t o  A r k a n s a s , i n c l u d i n g  th a  
f o l l o w i n g :



A *  f o u n d  In che Hawaii. e x p e r i e n c e  * c h a n g e *  I n  a g e n c y  m a m d a C e a  

Can d  Co h a v e  an i m m o d i a c a  i m p a c t  o n  c a a a  a a n x j s c a  w h o  ujuac 

r e a c h  o u e  so different: g r o u p *  a n d  i a * m  d i f f e r e n t  s e r v i c a  

s y s t s m a  a n d  p r o v i d e r s .

The O h io  e x p e r ie n c e  i l l u s t r a t e *  a wey Co fo c u s  a t t e n t i o n  on 
p e rs o n s  w i t h  s e v e r *  d i s a b i l i t i e s  w h i l e  a ls o  r e c o g n is in g  th o  
s u p p o r t needs o f p e rs o n a  w i t h  m o re m o d e ra te  d i * a b i l i t i e s . By 
in c l u d i n g  *  s e c t io n  i n  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  chac a l lo w s  e l i g i b i l i t y  
f o r  p e rs o n s  v h o  w o u ld  d e v e lo p  s e v e r *  l i m i t a t i o n *  i n  th e  
a b se n ce o £• i n t e r v e n t i o n . ' M a r y la n d ’ s " tw o  t i e r *  a p p ro a c h  i *  
•a ls o  a re s p o n s e  t o  a « * u r in g  p e rs o n s  w i t h ' le 'a a s e v e re  
- d i s a b i l i t i e s  r e c e iv e  n e e d e d s u p p o r t . '

The Now J e r s e y  a p p ro a c h  r e c o g n is e s  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  an 
e v a lu a t i o n  i n  o r d e r to  e n s u re  t h a t  che a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  *  new 
d e f i n i t i o n  does n o t u n d u ly  p e n a l i s e  any p a r t i c u l a r  d i a a b i l l t y  
g r o u p i . New J e r s e y '3 t h r e e . y e a r  p h a * e - in  i s  a ls o  a u a e f u l way 
o f  e n s u r in g  o r d e r l y  Im p le m e n ta t io n .

The r e v ie w  o£ changes i n  H a w a i i 's  s y s tem  r e i n f o r c e *  th e  
im p o r ta n c e  o f  d e v e lo p in g  a g r ie v a n c e  m echan ism  to  a n a u ra  th e  
*n y  d e f i n i t i o n a l  ch a n g e s do n o t r e s u l t  I n  u n ju a t s e r v ic e  
a x c lu s io n .

T he Hew J e r s e y  and M a r y la n d  r e v ie v a  d raw  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  
n e c e s s i t y  t o  d e v e lo p  in s t r u m e n t s  t h a t  a re  c a p a b le  o f 
d i s c r im i n a t i n g  among th o s e  who a re  e l i g i b l e  and th o s *  who i - t  
n o t e l i g i b l e  f o r  s e r v i c e s . '



Senator Jim Duncan 
Alaska State Senate 
Room 119, Capitol Building 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Duncan:

Even though the session is almost ever, I am compelled to write to you to^p^csent this issue*

I am a widow with two young sons and one daughter, age 13. My daughter, Leslifc^ severely physically ' 
handicapped-the nature of her problem is "Arthrogryposis multiplex congenital." Lcsltfc'i$unableVo take /
care of her daily needs such as bathing, dressing, putting on her leg braces, walking withoutshe a\d of a 
wheelchair or walker . . .  the list goes on and on. Yet, we are blessed in that Leslie is fully articu __ 
a bright, young lady. At least I thought we were lucky. I have gone to several sources attempting to gain 
help in caring for Leslie. I have contacted the Department of Health and Social Services, Division of 
Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities and was denied aid because Leslie was not "mentally 
deficient." With this denial, Leslie was deemed ineligible for REACH services, respite, health care people 
to come ease the strain of Leslie’s daily care and basically any services we could so gratefully accept if 
available.

H&SS representative Alison Seymour stated to me that the Federal definition of "developmentally disable^ 
included those individuals termed "physically handicapped," yet the State at some point deleted that terr 
and in effect cut off any severely handicapped individuals from State assistance to help them and thci\ 
families in their struggle to live a normal life. I believe I remember when that deletion occurred, because 
Leslie had been enrolled in St. Jude’s Center from age 2 until 5. She had been covered under their respite\ 
program until around age 4 and I remember the Director coming to me and telling me Leslie was no longer 
eligible for respite care. Certainly I needed the time off but sadly enough the State had decided only 
mentally deficient people should be assisted.

I realize this letter is lengthy, but I have tried for so long to find help to make life easier for my daughter 
and my family that I really know no way to shorten my plea. I have heard of those with cerebral palsy,
Down’s Syndrome, or even those with low I.Q.’s receiving phenomenal bencfits--cvcn up to one pastor's 
daughter’s family given a van for her daughter. I have been worrying about how to carry Leslie in her 
electric wheelchair after her operations in late July, because I cannot afford a van. Because of that, Leslie, 
is almost always homebound and cannot go many places and her quality of life is so restricted.

I deeply believe the State could help citizens like my daughter, who only by virtue of not having mental 
deficiencies has been cut off from care so grievously needed. Perhaps I seem over dramatic, but in my 
position and seeming trapped from ever providing for her as she needs, becoming drained in the strain of 
daily living, it feels of paramount importance.

Perhaps a bill could be introduced to make it possible for severely handicapped individuals to have the 
means of a better way of life? Or arc there hidden sources H&SS couldn’t locate? Even Alison Seymour 
was at a loss to offer suggestions. I am writing you and Representative Ulmer to let you know of this( 
problem in Alaska--or is it only a fact of life in Juneau, of which I have a resident since July 1978?

cry tru ly

Jcborah Trcagcr 
£&01 Nowell Avenue 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 
Employee: Department of Corrections

Southeast Rcgion/Tetephonc:4 465-3376



Senator Jim Duncan 
State Capitol Buildinc 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Duncan,

Feb 15, 1991
T

I support Senate Bill 52, a Bill to change the definition of 
Developmental Disabilities to conform with the Federal 
Definition. We have been too long in changing the 
definition to be more reasonable and fair for'all children 
and families whe experience a developmental disibility.

The re fore, your Bill is welcomed. As a former- Director of 
the State’s Developmental Disibilities Program in The 
Depat-1 merit of Health and Social Services, I wish to tell you 
that my job would have been made more efficient, had xoe had a 
nn.-re appropriate defition to work with such as you are 
proposing. If I can be of help in your efforts, please 
contact me at 586-2243 or 536-1627.

S ineerely,

R/bert P. GregovichV Ph.D. 
202 Troy Ave 
Juneau, Alaska 99801
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FEDERAL DEFINITION:

"The term 'developmental, disability' means a severe,chronic
disability of a person which—
(A) is attributable to a mental or physical impairment or com­

bination of mental and physical impairments;
(B) is manifested before the person attains age twenty-two;
(C) is likely to continue indefinitely;
(D) results in substantial functional limitations in three or 

more of the following areas of major life activity:
(i) self-care,

(ii) receptive and expressive language,.
(iii) learning*
Civ) mobility,
(v) self-direction,

(vi) capacity for independent living, and 
(vii) economic self-sufficiency; and

(E) reflects the person's need for a combination and sequence 
of special, interdisiplinary, or generic care, treatment, 
or other services which are of lifelong or extended dura­
tion and are individually planned and coordinated."

PL 95-602, Section 102(7)

STATE DEFINITION:

A Developmental Disability is a Disability w,hich:

(A) is attributable to:
(i) mental .retardation, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, or 

autism;
(ii) any other condition found tc be closely related to 

mental retardation because the condition results 
in impairment of general intellectual functioning 
or adaptive behavior similar to impairment 
resulting from mental retardation; or

(iii) dyslexia resulting from a disability described in 
(i) or (ii) of this subparagraph, and

(B) constitutes a substantial handicap to the person's
ability to function normally in society.




