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STATE OF ALASKA
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE
BILL NO. .32435.

R ev is io n  D ate : 4/20/92
Title: An Act establishing an elementary school class size
reduction pilot program.____________________________

Sponsor: Senators Gotten Collins. Uehling____________
Requestor: _Sfinats Finance_________________________

Department Affected: Education 
BRU: EFSS_________________
Component: Foundation

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.
Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 56 FY 97 FY 98
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL 20.0 10.0
CONTRACTUAL 20.0 160.0 145.0 1.50.0
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS 978.6 978.6 978.6 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 20.0 1,158.6 1,133.6 1.128.6 | 0 0

CAPITAL

REVENUE 
FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 20.0 1,158.6 1,133.6 1,128.6 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
FUND SOURCE:
TOTAL 20.0 1,158.6 1.133.6 1.12c. 6 0 0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0
PART-TIME 0
TEMPORARY 0

Estimate of current year Impact: None
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary; Attached.

Instructional units associated with the new funding communities were computed using the elementary table, AS
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DEPARTMENT CP EDUCATION 
SB 435 - PILOT PROGRAM FOR CLASSROOM SIZE REDUCTION

4-15-92 File-.SB435.XLS

ELEMENTARY TABLE ” w&hA-re& K m fa te
f̂ Y93 FOUNDATION 

ENTITLEMENT 
BEFORE

i ENTITLEMENT 
I AFTER NEW 
! FUNDING COMM.

NEW FUNDING COMM. 
INCREMENTAL UNITS 

HELD HARMLESS

ADAK $2,343,590 $2,343,590 2.337.298
ALASKA GATEWAY 4.352.910 4.352.910 4,346.198
ALEUTIAN REGION 636.514 636.514 635.497
ALEUTIANS EAST 3.884.004 3.884.804 3,878.964
ANCHORAGE 176,971.662 177.359,262 177.057.448
ANNETTE ISLANDS 1,192,253 1.192.253 1.188.602
BERING sn-^...: 13.162.733 13.162,733 13.138,886
BRISTOL BAY 1,886.485 1,886.485 1.882,554
CHATHAM 2.715.084 2.715.084 2,710.063
CHUGACH 1.746,910 1.746.910 1.744,315
COPPER RIVER 5.252.592 5.252 592 5.245.159
CORDOVA 2.383.793 2,383,793 2.379.655
CRAIG 2,070.013 2.070.013 2,066,824
DELTA/GREELY 4,714.966 4.714,966 4,707,186
DILUNGHAM 3,669.035 3,669,035 3,662,901
FAIRBANKS 62.247.271 62.449.471 62.345.721
GALENA 1,345.779 1.345.779 1.343.537
HAINES 2.236.367 2.236,367 2,232.595
HOONAH 1,539,6138 1,539,688 1.537.333
HYDABURG 1.054,433 1,054,433 1,052.936
IDITAROD 4,658.556 4.658.556 4.651,200
JUNEAU 20.492.222 20,492,222 20,455.667
KAKE 1,136,238 1,136,238 1,134,351
KASHUNAMIUT 1,621,669 1,621,669 1,618,848
KENAI 40,543.658 40,738.058 40,662.394
KETCHIKAN 9,786.999 9.786.999 9,768,384
KLAWOCK 1,410.349 1,410,349 1,408,189
KODIAK 12,169.553 12,169,553 12,148,322
KUSPUK 5,107,99B 5,107,998 5,100,311
LAKE AND PENINSULA 5,568.704 5,568.704 5.559.942
LOWER KUSKOKWIM 28,342.526 28,342.526 28.295.714
LOWER YUKON 10,641.779 10,041,779 10.621.510
MAT-SU 49,104,183 49,298,583 49.220.541
NENANA 1,518.737 1,518,737 1,516.547
NOME 5,004,802 5,004,802 4.997.099
NORTH SLOPE 8,740,719 8,740,719 8,721,340
NORTHWEST ARCTIC 12,012,703 12.012.703 11,989,682
PELICAN 562,796 562.796 561,942
PETERSBURG 3,082.048 3.082.048 3,076,773
PRIBILOF 1,462,713 1,462.713 1,460.099
RAILBELT 3,150,512 3,150.512 3,146,126
SITKA 6,882,972 6.882.972 6.870,552
SKAGWAY 847,639 847.639 846,118
SOUTHEAST 4,936.640 4,936,640 4.928,804
SOUTHWEST 5,366,976 5,366,976 5.357,723
ST. MARY’S . 1.240.055 1.240.056 1,238.268
TANANA 1,069.218 1,069,218 1,067,534
UNALASKA 1,679.250 1,679,250 1,675,819
VALDE* 3,202.342 3,202,342 3.195,877
WRANGELL 2,446,344 2.446,344 2,442,213
YAKUTAT 1,098.482 11098.482 1,096.835
YUKON FLATS 4.610.400 4,610.400 4.603.288
YUKON/KOYUKUK 5.801.252 5,801,252 5,791,599
YUP1IT 3,674.216 3.674,216 3,667,804

SUB-TOTALS $564,382,132 $565,360,732 564.391.087
STATE CORR. STUDY 5,469,360 5,469,360 5,461.794
MT. EDGECUMBE SCHOOL 1,709.384 1,709,384 1,707,216
VALDEZ CONTRACT 600.000 600,000 600.000
4 MILL PHASE-IN (SUBSIDY) 0 0 0
PLai-874 PASS THRU 1,277,192 1,277,192 1,277,192
EST. PRIOR YEAriADd. 1,500,000 1,500,000 1,500.000
FY93 ESf. INCREASES *574,938,068 $576,016,668 $574,03?. 289

1) ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS: ORION - ANCHORAGE, EAGLE RIVER - ANCHORAGE.
IH JH / E O C IT V  O ta t s  e » ir» i» < 1 " »   --
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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 435 (FINANCE)

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

S E V E N T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

BY THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): SENATORS COTTEN, Collins, Uehling

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

\  "An Act establishing an elementary school class size reduction pilot program; and providing

2 for an effective date."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

4  *  S e c t i o n  1 . F I N D I N G S  A N D  P U R P O S E ,  (a )  T h e  le g is la tu re  f in d s  th a t

5  ( 1 )  th e re  is  a  n e e d  fo r  in fo r m a t io n  re g a r d in g  th e  e f fe c t  o f  r e d u c in g  th e  ra t io  o f  p u p i ls  to

6  a  te a c h e r  in  p u b l i c  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  c la s s e s ;

7  ( 2 )  p r e l im in a r y  re s e a rch  h as c h o w n  th a t s m a lle r  c la s s e s  h a v e  a  p o s it iv e  e f fe c t  o n  test

8  s co re s , s c h o o l  d is c ip l in e ,  a n d  p a re n t in v o lv e m e n t  in  s c h o o ls ;  a n d

9  ( 3 )  a  fo u r -y e a r  p i lo t  p ro g ra m  w o u ld  a l lo w  th e  state  to  c o l l e c t  n e ce s s a ry  in fo r m a t io n  o n

1 0  th e  e f fe c t s  o f  r e d u c in g  c la s s  s iz e  in  p u b l i c  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls .

s c h o o ls  w o u ld  r e d u c e  th e  s ize  o f  th e ir  c la s s e s  a n d  o v e r  a  fo u r -y e a r  p e r io d  th e  sta te  w o u ld  m o n ito r  the 

,j!3 e f f e c t  o f  th e  s m a lle r  c la s s  s iz e  o n  test s co re s , s c h o o l  d is c ip l in e ,  a n d  p a re n t  in v o lv e m e n t  in  e d u c a t io n . 

lL4 *  S e c .  2. E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  C L A S S  S I Z E  R E D U C T I O N  P R O G R A M ,  (a )  T h e  e le m e n ta ry

( b )  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  th is  A c t  is  to  e s ta b lis h  a p r o g r a m  u n d e r  w h i c h  c e r ta in  p u b l i c  e le m e n ta ry

L
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1 s c h o o l  c la s s  s iz e  r e d u c t io n  p r o g r a m  is  e s ta b lis h e d  in  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n .  T h e  p r o g r a m  s h a ll

2  in c lu d e

( 1 )  a d d it io n a l state  a id  p r o v id e d  u n d e r  (e )  o f  th is  s e c t io n  f o r  a  s c h o o l  i n  a  d is t r i c t  th a t

4  is  s e le c te d  u n d e r  ( c )  o f  th is  s e c t io n ;

5  ( 2 )  a  p r o g r a m  a p p l ic a t io n  a n d  s e le c t io n  p ro ce s s  d e te rm in e d  b y  th e  d e p a r tm e n t ;

6  ( 3 )  th e  o b je c t iv e s  o f  th e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  s iz e  r e d u c t io n  p r o g r a m ;

( 4 )  a  m e th o d  to  m o n ito r  a n d  re v ie w  th e  e f fe c ts  o f  a  s m a lle r  c la s s  s iz e  o n  s tu d e n ts  in  a

8  s c h o o l  s e le c te d  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  the  p ro g r a m ; a d is t r ic t  s e le c te d  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  p r o g r a m  s h a ll  r e p o r t

9  to  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  a n n u a lly  b y  J u n e  3 0  w h i le  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  th e  p r o g ra m ; a n d

1 0  ( 5 )  a  c e r t i f ic a t io n  b y  th e  c h i e f  s c h o o l  a d m in is tr a to r  th a t  p r o g r a m  fu n d s  w i l l  b e  s e p a ra te ly

1 1  a c c o u n t e d  fo r .

i
l 2  ( b )  A  d is t r i c t  e l ig ib le  u n d e r  ( c )  o f  th is  s e c t io n  m a y  a p p ly  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  p r o g r a m  b y

1 3  s u b m it t in g  a n  a p p l i c a t io n  o n  a  fo r m  p r o v id e d  b y  th e  d e p a r tm e n t. T h e  a p p l ic a t io n  m u s t  in c lu d e

4  ( 1 )  th e  o b je c t iv e s  o f  th e  p ro g r a m  a n d  th e  d is t r ic t ’ s p la n  fo r  m e e t in g  th o s e  o b je c t iv e s ;

5  ( 2 )  th e  d is t r ic t ’ s p la n  fo r  u s in g  in c re a s e d  state  fu n d s  f o r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  r e d u c in g  th e  r a t io

1 6  o f  s tu d e n ts  to  a  te a ch e r  in  c e r ta in  s c h o o ls ;

( 3 )  th e  e x is t in g  ra t io  o f  s tu d e n ts  to  a  te a ch e r  in  e a c h  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  in  th e  d is t r i c t  th a t 

|18 th e  d is t r i c t  is  p r o p o s in g  fo r  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  the  p ro g ra m ;

1 9  ( 4 )  i f  a v a ila b le , the  m o s t  re ce n t  s ta n d a rd iz e d  te st s c o r e s  fo r  e a ch  g ra d e  in  e a c h  s c h o o l
jl -
£ 0  th a t is  p r o p o s e d  f o r  p a r t ic ip a t io n  b y  the  d is tr ic t ;  a n d

;21 ( 5 )  a  p ro g ra m  to  tra in  te a ch e rs  w h o  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  c la s s  s iz e  r e d u c t io n  p r o g r a m .
ii - -

;22 ( c )  A  d is t r ic t  is  e l ig ib le  to  p ro p o s e  an  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  in  th e  d is t r ic t  f o r  p a r t i c ip a t io n  i n  th e

2 3  p r o g r a m  d e s c r ib e d  in  th is  s e c t io n  if ,  p r io r  to  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  th e  p ro g ra m , th e  a v e ra g e  c la s s  r a t io  o f

2 4  s tu d e n ts  to  a  te a c h e r  in  th e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  is  g re a te r  th a n  2 5  to  1. In  th is  s u b s e c t io n ,  " a v e ra g e  c la s s

2 5  ra tio "  m e a n s  the  a v e ra g e  o f  th o s e  ra tio s  ta k e n  f r o m  e a ch  c la s s  in  th e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  o th e r  th a n  an

2 6  a rt, t y p in g ,  l ib r a r y ,  m u s ic ,  v o c a t io n a l- te c h n ic a l ,  o r  p h y s ic a l  e d u c a t io n  c la s s .

2 7  ( d )  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  m a y  n o t  s e le c t  m o re  th a n  f iv e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  fo r  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  th e

28 p r o g r a m  r e q u ir e d  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n . A  s c h o o l  s e le c te d  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  the  p ro g r a m  re q u ir e d  u n d e r  th is

29 s e c t io n  s h a ll
I
3 0  ( 1 )  p a r t ic ip a te  u n t i l  J u n e  3 0 , 1 9 9 6 ;

31 ( 2 )  m a in ta in  a  ra tio  o f  p u p i ls  to  a  te a ch e r  th a t d o e s  n o t  e x c e e d  15 to  1 in  a  c la s s  in
CSSB 435(FIN) -2-
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1 g ra d e s  K  -  4 ;  the  p u p i l  te a ch e r  ra t io  r e q u ire d  u n d e r  th is  p a ra g ra p h  d o e s  n o t  a p p ly  d u r in g  th e  f in a l  e ig h t

2  w e e k s  o f  e a c h  s c h o o l  y e a r; a n d

( 3 )  e n d e a v o r  to  m a in ta in  a  ra t io  o f  p u p i ls  to  a  te a ch e r  th a t  d o e s  n o t  e x c e e d  2 0  to  1 in  a

4  c la s s  in  g ra d e s  5  a n d  6 .

5 ( e )  E a c h  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  s e le c te d  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  p r o g r a m  r e q u ir e d  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n

6  s h a ll  c o n s t i tu te  a  sep a ra te  f u n d in g  c o m m u n i t y  f o r  p u rp o s e s  o f  A S  1 4 .1 7 .0 3 1  a n d  1 4 .1 7 .0 4 1 (b ) (1 ) .  M o n e y

7, r e q u ir e d  to  b e  e x p e n d e d  u n d e r  th is  s u b s e c t io n  s h a ll  b e  in c lu d e d  in  th e  a n n u a l o p e r a t in g  b u d g e t  p re p a re d

8 ; b y ' t h e * d e p a r t m e n t • F in n ic  mv-. \ ;?»;*•<•>/ ?< v r ia o jr u  •.<>>..»• • * . » o ; s i t ; . . . ■
: c, " * t .• • •

9  ( f )  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  s h a ll  in c lu d e  a  re p o r t  o n  th e  p ro g r a m  e s ta b lis h e d  u n d e r  th is  A c t ,  as  a p a r t

1 0  o f  th e  d e p a r tm e n t ’ s a n n u a l re p o rt.
11
11 ( g )  I n  th is  s e c t io n ,

1 2  ( 1 )  " d e p a rtm e n t"  m e a n s  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n ;

1 3  ( 2 )  " d is tr ic t"  h as th e  m e a n in g  g iv e n  in  A S  1 4 .1 7 .2 5 0 ;
i
1 4  ( 3 )  " te ache r"  m e a n s  a  p e rs o n  w h o  is  c e r t i f ie d  u n d e r  A S  1 4 .2 0 .0 2 0  a n d  w h o  is  a n  a c tu a l

15 c la s s r o o m  in s t r u c to r  in  a  re g u la r  in s t r u c t io n a l  p ro g ra m .

16 ‘Z  *  S e c .  3 .  I t  is  th e  in te n t  o f  th e  le g is la tu re  th a t f u n d in g  f o r  th e  p r o g r a m  e s ta b lis h e d  u n d e r  s e c . 2  o f

17 th is  A c t  n o t  b e  r e d u c e d  i f  A S  1 4 .1 7  is  a m e n d e d  to  c h a n g e  th e  fo r m u la  p r o v id in g  state  a id  f o r  e d u c a t io n .

18 *  S e c .  4 .  S e c t io n s  1 a n d  2  o f  th is  A c t  are  re p e a le d  J u n e  3 0 , 1 9 9 6 .

19 *  S e c .  5. T h i s  A c t  takes e f fe c t  J u ly  1, 1 9 9 2 .

L
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O F F E R E D  I N  T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  S E N A T O R  C O T T E N

T O :  C S S B  4 3 5 ( H E S )

P a g e  3 , l in e  6 ,  a f te r  " A S  1 4 .1 7 .0 3 1 " :

In s e r t  " a n d  1 4 .1 7 .0 4 1 (b ) (1 )"

-1-
S f c  9 s i 3  / Q Z f c f i n i o d  M '



P O S IT IO N  P A P E R : D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E D U C A T IO N

Division Educational Program Support_______  Bill Number SB 435_______

Bill Title An Act establishing an elementary school class size reduction pilot program

Sponsor Sen. Cotten. Sen. Uehlina and Sen. Collins___________________________

Position Statement: Explain briefly what the bill does, its impacts and Department’s 
position, i.e., a) support, b) do not support, c) neutral or d) oppose.

The Department of Education has been conceptually supportive of student-teacher ratio 
legislation, yet neutral in it's belief that specific ratios alone will achieve the results 
envisioned.

>Reducing student-teacher ratios will have a significant impact on the foundation program 
as well as the resulting capital construction of additional classrooms. The Department 
has been neutral at best on legislation which either places additional financial burden on 
school districts or the foundation program and is resolutely endeavoring to maintain the 
Instructional Unit Value at $60,000.
However, the Alaska 2000 Committee, which is currently working on ideas which will 
result in innovative approaches to educational reforms will most likely be supportive of a 
pilot project of this nature.

This bill should be amended to add a section which provides the Department authority 
to promulgate regulations.

APPROVED:

Director Ed Westlund____________________ Division Educational Program Support

Signature___________________ ■   Date 2-24-92____



A L A S K A  STATE L E G IS L A T U R E

P .O . Box 770296 
Eagle River, A laska 99577 

(907) 694-6683

3111 C Street. Suite 540 
Anchorage, A laska 99503 

(907)561-8459

Senato r  Sa m  Cotten

March 11, 1992

TO: Senator Pat Pourchot, Chairman
Senate Finance Committee

FROM: Senator Sam Cotten
RE: SB 435

"An Act establishing an elementary school class size reduction
pilot program; and providing for an effective date."

I repectfully request you hold hearings on SB 435. This bill establishs a 
statewide pilot program to gather data on the benefits of lowering class size 
for elementary students. Important points of the bill are as follows:

L o w e r  C la s s  S ize

The theory among educators and parents is lower class sizes, especially in 
the elementary grades, leads to a better education for children. With fewer 
pupils, a teacher is able to give more one-on-one attention to each student. 
This leads to better self-esteem, higher test scores, and fewer discipline 
problems. Teachers also are able to involve more parents in the child's 
education.

N eed  fo r  D a ta  G a th e r in g

While other states have conducted long-term studies to analyze the affects 
of small classes (Tennessee K-3 Class Size Study), Alaska needs to establish 
a pilot program to provide concrete data about the benefits of lower class



SB 435 establishes a pilot program to monitor the affects of reducing class 
size. Five schools w ill be selected statewide by DOE based on submission 
of an application. Eligible schools must have an existing ratio of 25-1 
(excluding art, typing, music, vocational-technical or physical education). 
Applications must include existing ratio, the most recent standardized test 
scores, and the plan the school has for achieving the class reductions.

P r o g r a m  C o s t

Each school selected to participate in the program shall constitute a 
separate funding community in the school foundation formula. The rough 
estimate provided by DOE is $972,000 and would be included in the annual 
operating budget prepared by the department. The fiscal note provided by 
the Department of Education is $20,000 for the first year to implement the 
program.

R e p o r t in g

The schools are required to report annually to the Department. That 
information w ill be included in the Department's annual report.
The HESS Commitee Substitute contains language changes as proposed by 
the Department. This legislation has support from the Department of 
Education, NEA-Alaska, and the Association of Alaska School Boards.
I would appreciate your consideration.

F o u r  Y e a r  P i l o t  P r o g r a m



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

□  P .O . Box 770296
Eagle River, Alaska 99577 

(907) 694-6683

3111 C Street, Suite 540 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

(907) 561-8459

Senator Sa m  Cotten

March 9, 1992

TO: Senator Arliss Sturgulewski
Chairman, Senate HESS

FROM: Senator Sam Cotten
RE: CS SB 435 - Proposed Changes

Listed below are the major changes to SB 435, An Act establishing an 
elementary school class size reduction pilot program.
Page 1, Line 9 - Changes pilot program from three years to four years.
Page 2, Line 5 - Add "(3) the objectives of the elementary school class size
reduction program."
Page 2, Line 9 - delete "an annual audit" and insert "a certification by the 
chief school administrator that program funds w ill be separately accounted 
for."
Page 2, Line 11 - Insert "(1) the objectives of the program and the 
district's plan for meeting those objectives."
Page 2, Line 19 - Insert " if available".
Page 2, Line 21 - Insert "(5) a program to train teachers who participate in 
the class size reduction program."



Page 2, Line 23 - Insert "average" before class ratio of students to a 
teacher in the elementary school is greater than 25 to 1.
Page 2, Line 30 - Insert "(2) maintain a ratio of pupils to a teacher that 
does not exceed 15 to 1 in a class in grades K-4; the pupil teacher ratio 
required under this paragraph does not apply during the final eight weeks 
of each school year; and (3) endeavor to maintain a ratio of pupils to a 
teacher that does not exceed 20 to 1 in a class in grades 5 and 6.
Page 3 Line 16 - Insert "Sec. 3. It is the intent of the legislature that 
funding for the program established under sec. 2 of this Act not be reduced 
if  AS 14.7 is amended to change the formula providing state aid for 
education."
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F e b ru a ry  24, 1992

Senator Sam Cotten  
State C ap ito l
Jun eau , A la sk a  99801-1182 

Dear S enato r Cotten:

D u r in g  the schoo l ye^ r o f 1988-89 I was g iven  su ppo rt by the 
A d m in is tra t io n  o f the A n cho rage  School D is tr ic t  and the A ncho rage
School D is tr ic t ’s S choo l Board  to put together a p rogram  at F a irv iew  
E lem en ta ry  School to low er class s ize . W hereas most schools in  the
A n cho rage  S choo l D is tr ic t  d e te rm ined  th e ir  s ta ff in g  by a PTR  ra tio
F a irv iew  E lem en ta ry  was ab le  to look a t actua l class size*. W e w ere to 
keep ou r class sizes as close as possib le to 15 students per teacher.



The fo llow ing  charts dep ic t in fo rm a tio n  perta in ing  to class sizes and gains made 
on the ITBSt

Average C lasa S ize and IT B S  Scores F a l l P e rcen tile Scores

# of if of T eachers
Y e a r G r a d e  S t u d e n t s  ( F . T . E ) PTR G ra d e R dg L A M a th

1988-89 1-6 225 8 28:1 2 3 4 (N / T ) 3 8
3 3 6 N/T 2 9-
4 3 3 3 0 4 3
5 2 2 (N/T) 22
6 2 7 1 9 3 4

1989-90 1-6 232 1 3 17.8:1 2 3 0 3 8 5 0
3 5 1 4 1 2 9
4 3 6 3 0 2 5
5 4 0 4 6 3 9
6 6 3 3 6 6 2

1990-91 1-6 240 I 3 18.4:1 2 3 9 N/T 6 7
3 5 1 5 8 6 9
4 4 1 3 8 4 9
5 5 0 N/T 5 6
6 4 5 5 3 7 I

1991-92 K - 6 35 0 1 9 18.4:1 2 3 8 N / T 7 6
3 4 3 5 1 5 8
4 5 4 5 8 6 9
5 5 0 5 5 6 2
6 4 7 5 0 6 4

N O T ES ; 1. 1991-92 - T h is  is the f ir s t  yea r that k in d e rg a r ten  w»< included
in the reduced  c lass s ize  p ro je c t (th ree  k in d e rg a r te n  teachers).

2 . T h e  f iv e  a d d it io n a l F .T .E . from  yea rs 1988*89 to 1989-90 aud
1990-91 w ere pa id  for by: A ) 3 * F .T .E . F edera l Funds, Chapter 
I; B) 2 - F .T .E . Anchorage School D is tr ic t supported .

3 . A c tu a l nu m b e r o f teachers for 1988-89 10 (2 K in de rga rten
T ea ch e rs , 1989-90 15 (2 K in d e rg a rten  T e a ch e rs )

4 . ITB S  scores reported  are fo r the Fa ll testing period of each
y e a r .

5 . N/T = S tudenta not tested



S C H O O L W ID E  N .P .R . F A L L  A V E R A G E S

Y e a r
1989-90

R e a d in g  L an g u ag e  A rts  
44.2 3 8.2

M a th  
4 1 S ta rt of 1st year of 

reduced  class size 
p r o j e c t

1990-91 45.2 4 9.7 62.4 S ta rt o f 2nd year of
p r o j e c t

1991-92 46.4 53.5 65.8 S ta rt of 3rd year of
p r o j e c t

F a ll N .P .R . A v e ra je s  Tour yea rs p r io r  to p rogram versus second yea r averages.

A V E R A G E  F A L L N.P.R . SCO RES
SC H O O L A V E R A G E S

Y e a r R e a d in g L a n g u a g e  A r ts  M a th

1986-87 3 1.6 N/T 30.5
1987-88 27.2 N /T 33.6
1988-89 30.4 24.5 34.2
1989-90 44.2 38 .2 41.0

Fou r Year A ve rag es 33.4 3 1 .4 34.8
N a tio n a l P e rc e n t ile  R ank

1990-91 45.2 49.7 62.4
1991-92 46.4 53.5 65.8

Two Y ear A verage 45.8 51.6 64.1
N a tio n a l P e rc e n t i le  R an k
D if fe r e n c e  (+ ,- ) 33.4 31.4 34.8
o f fou r y ea r  averages 45.8 51.6 64.1
p r io r  to p ro je c t and
two year averages after +12.4 +20.2 +29J
in cep tio n  o f  p ro je c t
(S c h o o lw id % a v e ra g e s )

P e rcen t G a in R e a d in g L a n g u a p *  Arw. M a th
+37.1 % +632% ♦84.2%

As can be seen from  th is da ta , s ig n if ic a n t gains >i a cad em ic  ach ievem en t have 
been made since the in cep tion  of th is reduced  class; size p rogram , O ther data to
be looked  at w ill In c lu d e  a tten d an ce  ra tes, o ff ic e  r e fe r r a ls  ,'cr d is c ip lin e  and 
p a re n t  p a r t ic ip a t io n .



A T T E N D A N C E

Y e a r «3fc A verage D a ily  A ttendan ce  D is c ip l in e  R e fe r r a ls

1991-1992

1985-86
1986-87
1987-88
1988-89
1989-90
1990-91

95.3 to date (2/9/>2>

93.9  
93.2
92.4
93.4
92.9

Data not a va ila b le N/D
395
402
375
300
215

96

A lthough  there a re  no accurate  data I or the num bers of parents p a r t ic ip a t in g  at 
schoo l. T he  sense is (h a t (here  has been a s ig n if ic a n t Im p rovem en t in  (he 
num ber o f p a ren ts  who are becom ing a c t iv e ly  in vo lved  at school.

I hope that th is  in fo rm ation  is of use to you . On beha lf o f a ll the studen ts who 
w ill bene fit from  you r endeavor I w ish you the best of lu ck . I f  I  can  be of 
fu r th e r  a ss is tan ce  to you p lease do no t h es ita te  to ca ll upon me (school/279- 
0671, home/344-4266).

I  believe you r proposal to p ilo t some p ro je c ts  to reduce class size is a sound one. 
I  w ould encourage you to have severa l A n cho rage  Schools in your p ilo t. I  would  
be in terested  In ta lk ing  to you about th is o ppo rtu n ity  at a la te r date.

Thanks aga in  fo r  yo u r e ffo rts on b eha lf of the ch ild ren  o f th is State.

S i n c e r e l y ,

D S C :tg

cc R ep re sen ta tiv e  B e tty * Davis

\ V



REDUCED CLASS SIZE ENABLES TEACHERS 
TO BE MORE EFFECTIVE

GALLOP POLL
The Gallop Poll (Kappan. Sept. 1989) reported that: (1) 82% o f public school parents and 

88% of non-public school parents believe that small classes make a great deal o f difference; (2) 
71% o f public and non-public school parents who favor reducing class size to as few as 15 
students in the early grades, would be willing to pay higher taxes to fund such programs.
IN D IAN A

Prime Time (reduced class size k-3) in Indiana produced better student discipline, better 
student attitude, increased parental involvement, innovative teaching, and most importantly, better 
student performance.
TEXAS

Since the reduction o f class size in 1985-86, third grade minimal skills test scores in 1987- 
88 increased 6.8% in math, 4.8% in reading, and 5.7% in writing. Reduced class size has also 
improved teacher morale on 75% of all elementary campuses and improved discipline on 79% of 
the elementary campuses. For further information contact:
Brad Dugan, 501 E. 10th St., Austin, TX 78701-2697, (512-478-5268).
TENNESSEE

In May 1985 the Tennessee legislature funded a state-wide, S12 million longitudinal study 
of class size effects in kindergarten through third grade. The total sample included over 7,000 
students and 1,200 teachers in 75 (rural, suburban, urban, inner-city) schools. Class types in each 
school were: small (13-17), regular (22-25), and regular with a full-time aide (22-25).

Students in  sm all classes (1 -15 ) made s ig n if ic a n t ly  (s ta tis t ic a lly  and 
educationally) greater gains than the pup ils in  regu lar classes and regular classes 
plus a fu ll- t im e  aide. These s ign ifican t gains occurred at the end o f K, ! ,  and 2. 
The Q r z d c  3 analysis is not complete yet. D r. Charles A ch ille s  and Dr. Jeremy 
Finn, researchers who partic ipated in the ana lys is o f  data reported, “ These data 
con firm  tha t the small class r ffe c t , w h ile  not immense, is found in two basic 
subject areas, at three grade leve ls , and in  a ll fo u r school settings. I t  is 
p a rt ic u la r ly  s trong  In in n e r-c ity  schools. These schools have the h ighest 
proportion o f m in o r ity  students, the lowest ove ra ll performance levels, and arc in  
need o f the academ ic “ boost” that sm all classes can p rov ide . Few, i f  any , 
classroom-level in terventions have been id en tifie d  that have a consistent impact o f 
this so rt.”

For more complete information,
Tennessee State University 
John Merritt Blvd., P.O. Box 6: 
Nashville, TN 37209-1561..
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contact Helen Bam at (615)320-3396. *




