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"An Act relating to the sale and purchase of handicrafts on certain licensed premises; and providing 
for an effective date."
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title change 
(HB only)

PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTES: 
[ 1 zero fiscal notes.

[ ] fiscal notes.

Dept/Date

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

1 . _______________________________________________________
C o - C h a i r :  S i g n a t u r e / R e c o m m e n d a t i o n

2 . _________________________________________________
C o - C h a i r :  S i g n a t u r e / R e c o m m e n d a t i o n



Revision Date: ______________________________

I  - * ^  F I S C A L
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

1 9 9 2  L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N (S) Publish  D ate: 7  ~ V - ^  A
Departm ent Affected: ___

No. I_____

£  BiU Version : _ S . f i )  3  £ 5

Title : SALE AND PURCHASE OF HAND I -  BRU: ALC O HO LIC  BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
CRAFTS ON CER TA IN  L IC EN SED  P R E H IS ^ , mnnnnnf. OPERATING__________________________
Sponsor: SEN . ZHAROFF
Requestor: SEN . JU D IC IA R Y  COMM. COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

0 1 0 0

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98
PERSONAL SERVICES -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
TRAVEL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
CONTRACTUAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
SUPPLIES -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
EQUIPMENT -0- -0- -0~ -0- -0- -0-
LAND & STRUCTURES -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
GRANTS, CLAIMS -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
MISCELLANEOUS -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

CAPfTAL -0- -0- 1 -0- 1 -0- -0-

REVENUE -0- -0- -0- -0- ' -0- -0-
FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands o f Dolars)
GENERAL FUND -0- -0- • •0- -0- -0- -0-
FEDERAL FUNDS -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
OTHER
FUND SOURCE:

-0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

TOTAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
PART-TIME -n- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
TEMPORARY -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

Estimate o f current year impact: NONE

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)
Changes in  £■£>*£>& 31SS- p o p  ) 
have no f isca l impact. This 
fisca l note is  appropriate.

Prepared B y :' PATR IC K  L . SHARROCK 
Division: ALCO HO LIC  BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD

Approved by C o m m i s s i o n e r : .. -
Agency: DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE____________________

Phone:
Date: 2-12-92

Date:
7

■ //sX?

Distribution (by praparar): Leg. Fm., Lagislath/a Sponsor, Requestor. OMB/DBR, Gov. Lagis. O fc., & Impacted Agency(iea).
Rev 10/7/91 Page 1 of 1



$STATE OF ALASKA 
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

',7v*• :v'"A“rv-wv- kr.y /»  • WV'v »s'7'wv.ir.*
No. ^FISCAL NOTE A  —

a a  Bill Version:. &  3 Z 5

(S) Publish Pale: ‘L z J
Revision Dete: Department A ffected: Department of L a w

Tide: "...sale and pu r c h ase of h a ndicraf t ;SRU: _____
on certain licensed premises..."__________  Component:

Prosecution

All

Spc ,;Dr: 
Requestor:

Senator Zharoff

Senator Zharoff COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands o f Dolars)
85 through 91

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

CAPTTAL

REVENUE 
FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dolars)
GENERAL FUND -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
FUND SOURCE:
TOTAL

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate o:? current year impact:
ANALYSIS: (Attach g separate page 'rf necessary.)

Please see the attached analysis.

a

Jhanges in  C ^C P T ^ s S  (SUq ) 
iave no f isca l impact. This 
fisca l note is  appropriate.

f / A f  & 7 6 g Z .

ojl.
Richard I. Peguaj, Director

Comte Aide ( in i t i a l )

Prepared By: 
Division:

Phone: 
Date: .

465-3672

Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: _________ Department of L a w

AdministraClwei S p r v i c e s O  i I
----------- I c J X o  f.

Charles E. ColeA Attorney General

February 6. 1992

Distribution (by preparer): Leg. Fin.,
Rev 10/7/91

Date: February 6. 1992
cted Agency(les).

Page 1 of 2



CONTINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS
Fo r B i l l / R e s o l u f ' o n  No. SB 385

Th is  b i l l  add s  a n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  A S  04.16 t h a t  w o u l d  
p r o h i b i t  a p e r s o n  from o f f e r i n g  to sell or o f f e r i n g  to pu rc ha s e,  or 
s e l l i n g  or p u r c h a s i n g  h a n d i c r a f t s ,  if t h e  offer, sa le  or p u r c h a s e  
is m a d e  on p r e m i s e s  t h a t  a r e  l i c e n s e d  t o  se ll  a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e s  
u n d e r  A S  04.11.090. A  v i o l a t i o n  of t h i s  n e w  p r o v i s i o n  w o u l d  b e  a 
c lass A  m is de m e a n o r .  W e  do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  n u m b e r  of n e w  
o f f en se s  t h a t  m a y  o c c u r  if t h i s  bi l l is a d o p t e d  w i l l  b e  great. 
C o nsequently, t h e r e  s h o u l d  n o t  be a f i s c a l  i m p a c t  f o r  the 
D e p a r t m e n t  of Law.

p a g e 2 o f  ______2
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FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

1992 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

m  no . _ 3 _

g y i  j Bill V ersion: 3 R 5

(S) Publish D ate: V - A ' J - ' r Z

Revision D ate:_______________________________
Title: An Act relating to the sa le  and

purchase of handicrafts..

Department Affected: 
BRU:
Components:

A laska Court System
Trial Courts

Sponsor: Zharoff
Requestor: COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 000 | 000 000 | 768

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS & CLAIMS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUNDS 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

No fisca l impact.
C h a n g e s  i n
h a v e  n o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t .  T h i s  
f i s c a l  n o t e  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e .

. t e
/ • ' /  /  vPrepared by: C. S . Christensen ill, Staff Counsel ( /•; .

Division: A laska Court System <

Comte Aide (initial) 

264-8228Phone:
Date: 02/06/92

Approved by: Arthur H. Snowden, II, Adm inistrative D irector 
Agency: A laska Court System_________________________

✓*

Date: 02/06/92
Distribution (by p rep are r): Leg is la tive  F in an ce , Leg is la tive  Sp o n so r, R eq uesto r, O M B , & Im pacted  A g en cy(ie s).

R e v  1/92   „.................. . . I , ,   ..................« — ■>, Pag e  1 of 1



S TA TE  OF A L A S K A  _
1 9 9 2  LEG ISLA TIVE SESSIO N
Revision Date: _____________________
Title: J!A ii-AcU filatinB_lpJhfi.sa le and.
purchase o f handicrafts jan .certain.
Sponsor:
Requestor:

Senator Zharoff.
Senator Zharoff

Bill V ersion: I S  f t  3  ^ 5  

(S) Publish D ate: V  -  ^  V  ~ 3 ,

Department Affected: Public Safety
BRU: Alaska State Trnnpers_________
Component: ..Detachments

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars) (inflation not included)
OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

CAPfTAL -0- -0- -0- -0" -0- -0-

REVENUE
FUND SOURCE: -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

FUNDING: (Thousands o f Dollars)
GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
FUND SOURCE:
TOTAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 n 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact:_
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.) 

No fiscal impact is anticipated.
Changes in  C ^7 7̂  3 * 2 ^  
nave no f isca l inpact. This 
fisca l note ^ s ^ p ^ o p r ia te .

Comte Aide ( in itia l)

Prepared By: _Erantis C. Allan
Division: Alaska State TrnnpersV
Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: Department r.

Distribution (by praparer): Leg Fin 
Rev 10/7/91

269-5691.

Page _1 o f  1_



CAPITAL

. *—*
R S C A L  N O T E  N o . J ?

fssior ^ § f i l l  Version : 3  £ ) 3  S ' S

(S ) Publish Date:

STATE OF A L A S & 1 
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Date: _ -____________  Department A ffected: ^ p° ' uiigm . o r t o r r e c q o n f i
Titie: "An Act r e l a t i n g  t o  the  s a l e  and brU : S ta tew ide  O p e r a t i o n s __________________
pu rchase  o f  h a n d i c r a f t s . . . " Component: Va r i ou s
Sponsor:
Requestor:

S en a t o r  Z h a r o f f
S e n a t o r  Z h a r o f f COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dolars)
OPERATING FY 93

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL________
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT

GRANTS. CLAIMS 
MISCELLANEOUS

REVENUE 
FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands o f Dolors)
GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
FUND SOURCE: 
TOTAL

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

“  - Estimate of current year impact:
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

P l e a s e  see the  a t t a c h e d  a n a l y s i s .

Changes in
nave no fiscal impact. This 
fiscal note is appropriate.

4 K ± (Jo m t h e  ( i n i t i a l )

Prepared By:
Division: _

Ca r l  N icke l  
A d m in i s t r a t i v e  S e r v i c e s

Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: Depar tment o f  C o r r e c t i o n s

L lo yd  Hames, Commissooner

Phone:
Date:

465-3376
02/05/92

□ate: 02/05/92

D he*u do o  (by pragarar): Lag.
Rav 10/7/91

CORRECTIONS FISCAL

pactad Agancydaa).
Paga \ of

TOTAL OPERATING



CO NT INUATION O F  F I SC AL  A N A L Y S I S

BILL: SB 385

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the  sale or p u r c h a s e  of h a n d i c r a f t s  on c e r t a i n  
l i c e n s e d  p re mises; and p ro v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .”

This b i l l  w o u l d  m a k e  it a Class A  m i s d e m e a n o r  to o f f e r  to s e l l  or 
purchase, or to sell or p u r c h a s e  h a n d i c r a f t  items on p r e m i s e s  
l i c e n s e d  to sell alcohol.

T he e f f e c t  of th e bill will be to i n c r e a s e  t h e  n u m b e r  of 
m i s d e m e a n a n t  bo ok i n g s  and jail sentences, p a r t i c u l a r l y  of 
i n t o x i c a t e d  persons. I n to xi ca te d  bar patrons a n d  t o u r i s t s  a r e  t h e  
m o s t  c o m m o n  s e l l er s/ p ur ch as er s of such items. I n t o x i c a t e d  p e r s o n s  
and t o u r i s t s  are also the least likely p e rs o ns  to b e  a w a r e  of the 
fact t h a t  s u c h  sales/ pu rc ha s es  c o n s t i t u t e  a C l a s s  A  m i s d e m e a n o r .  
A d d i ti on a ll y,  some chronic alcoholics have d o z e n s  of m i s d e m e a n o r  
a r r e st s p e r  y e a r  and m a y  not be h i g h l y  m o t i v a t e d  to a v o i d  y e t  
a n o t h e r  tri p  to jail.

D at a o n  t h e  n u m b e r  of such p ot en ti al  arrests is n o t  a v a i l a b l e  s i n c e  
this a c t i v i t y  ha s  not been illegal up u n t i l  now, so e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  
a ct ua l f i sc al  impact on the D e p a r t m e n t  is di ff ic u l t .  A n e c d o t a l  
e v i d e n c e  s u g g e s t s  tha t  this ac ti v i t y  is q ui te  common, h owever. A  
bed in a S ta te  c or re c t i o n a l  cent er  av erages a b o u t  $95.00 p e r  day, 
not c o u n t i n g  p r o g r a m  and support services. T h e  p r i s o n  s y s t e m  is at 
ne a r c a p a c i t y  at present. C r i m i n a l i z i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  
a c c e l e r a t e s  t h e  r a t e  at w h i c h  co stly p r i s o n  e x p a n s i o n  b e c o m e s  
necessary, in a d d i t i o n  to p r e s e n t  o pe ra t i n g  costs. A l t h o u g h  t he 
D e p a r t m e n t  c a n n o t  c l a i m  wit h c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  staff, 
a d d i t i o n a l  overtime, or additional p r i s o n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o u l d  be 
n e e d e d  to r e s p o n d  to this bill, the  i n c re as e  in a r r e s t s  and 
c o n v i c t i o n s  f or Class A  m i s d e m e a n o r s  w i l l  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  c r e a t e  
a dd it i o n a l  b u r d e n s  for the c o rr e ct io na l system.

If t h e  bi ll  w e r e  amen de d  to m a k e  licensees s u b j e c t  to fine or loss 
of l i q u o r  license, r at he r than p e n a l i z i n g  p atrons, t h e  i n t e n t  of 
the b i l l  m i g h t  be just as e f fe c ti ve ly  c a rr ie d o u t  w i t h  no c o s t  or 
b u r d e n  to t h e  Department.

/
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I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

S E V E N T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

B Y  SE N A T O R  Z H A R O F F

Introduced: 3 /5 /92
R eferred: J u d ic iary , F in ance

II'
A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
I

1 "An Act relating to the sale and purchase of handier fts on certain licensed premises; and

2 providing for an effective date."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

4 * Section 1. A S  0 4 .1 6  is  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d in g  a n e w  s e c t io n  to re a d :

5  S e c .  0 4 .1 6 .0 9 5 .  S A L E  A N D  P U R C H A S E  O F  H A N D I C R A F T S  O N  L I C E N S E D

6  P R E M I S E S .  A  p e rs o n  m a y  n o t  o f fe r  to  p u r c h a s e , o f f e r  to  s e ll, p u r c h a s e , o r  s e l l  h a n d ic r a f ts  i f

7  th e  o f fe r ,  sa le , o r  p u r c h a s e  is  m a d e  o n  p r e m is e s  th a t  a re  l ic e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  0 4 .1 1 .0 9 0  to  se ll

8  a l c o h o l i c  b e v e ra g e s .

9 *  S e c .  2. T h i s  A c t  ta k e s  e f fe c t  im m e d ia te ly  u n d e r  A S  0 1 .1 0 .0 7 0 ( c ) .

S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  385

SB0385a m D V  "lm S B  385
O O M M l T T E t  u l l r  1 N e w  Text U n d e r l i n e d  [ D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
HOUSE OF REPRESEN TAT IVES

R EPR ESEN TA T IV E  FR A N  ULM ER

I a m  r e q u e s t i n g  a h e a r i n g  o n  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  at y o u r  e a r l i e s t  
c on ve n i e n c e .

H B  385 w a s  c r e a t e d  in r e s p o n s e  t o  a g r o w i n g  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m  am on g 
s t a t e  w o r k e r s  w h o  sp e nd  long h o u r s  in front of t h e i r  V i d e o  D i s p l a y  
T e r m i n a l s  ( V D T s ) . V D T  w o r k p l a c e  i n j ur ie s inclu de  eye strain, 
s t r e s s  a n d  m u s c u l o s k e l e t a l  d i s o r d e r s  (wrist, b a c k  a n d  n e c k  
injuries) i n c l u d i n g  h o s t  of a i l m e n t s  d u b b e d  "r ep et i t i v e  s t r a i n  
i n j u r i e s "  o r  RSI.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  F e d er al  B u r e a u  of L a b f r  Statistics, d i s o r d e r s  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  r e p e t i t i v e  s t r a i n  i n j u ri es  n o w  r a n k  a m o n g  the 
h i g h e s t  r e p o r t e d  w o r k p l a c e  i n j u ri es  in t h e  U.S. (more t h a n  52%). 
F o r  instance, in r ecent y e a r s  t h e  c ases of carp al  t u n n e l  s y n d r o m e  
(s welling o f  t e n d o n s  in th e wrist) h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  m o r e  r a p i d l y  t h e n  
a n y  o t h e r  j ob r e l a t e d  illness. I n s u r a n c e  i n d u s t r y  s o u rc e s b e l i e v e  
t h a t  k e y b o a r d  o p e r a t o r s  are  o n e  of the h i g h e s t  a t - r i s k  groups.

In m a n y  cases, t h e  r e m e d y  for t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  a l re ad y e x i s t s  in 
t h e  w o r k p l a c e .  E d u c a t i n g  w o r k e r s  on t h e  p r o p e r  p o s i t i o n i n g  of V D T  
m o n i t o r s ,  k e y b o a r d s  and c ha ir s c a n  go a l o n g  w a y  t o  a l l e v i a t i n g  
t h i s  prob l em . However, p h a s i n g  o u t  or r e m o d e l i n g  " un healthy" w o r k  
s t a t i o n  c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  a n d  f u r n i t u r e  is a l s o  essential.

C S H B  385 (L&C) s eeks to r e m e d y  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  for s t a te  w o r k e r s  by:

* R e q u i r i n g  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of s u p e r v i s o r y  st af f  a bo u t t he causes, 
r e m e d i e s  a nd p r e v e n t i o n  of V D T  r e l a t e d  injuries.

* R e q u i r i n g  t h e  p o s t i n g  of n o t i c e s  in t h e  w o r k p l a c e  to a d v i s e  
s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  ab ou t the safe u s e  of V i d e o  D i s p l a y  Terminals.

S t a t e  C a p i t o l  ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 4 9 4 7

J u n e a u .  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  _  F a x  4 6 5 - 2 1 0 8
w



A p r i l  30, 1992 
CS HB  385 (L&C) 
P a g e  Two

* R e q u i r i n g  t h a t  f u t u r e  p u r c h a s e s  and i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  of fice 
f u r n it ur e  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  m e e t  st andards t h a t  r e d u c e  t h e  h e a l t h  
r isks a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  VDTs.

T h i n k  of H B  385 as a d o s e  of p r e v e n t a t i v e  medicine. B y  m o v i n g  now 
to a n s w e r  t h e  h e a l t h  c o n c e r n s  of state workers, w e  w i l l  al so  be 
s a v in g t h e  state m o n e y  b y  e l i m i n a t i n g  the caus e s of a g r o w i n g  
n u m b e r  of h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  claims.



F i l i p i n o  C o m m u n i t y ,  I n c .
251 South Franklin Street • Juneau, Alaska 99801-1343 
Phone (907) 586-4118 • Executive Offices (907) 586-2116

92 10:07AM ADOE/EPS 907 465 3396 , P. 1/1

TO: The House of Representative* DATE: March 11,1992Alaska State Legislature

FROM: Lucille J. Santo* TELEPHONE NO: 586-2116Secretary & Legislative Chair
Filipino Community, Inc. SUBJECT: HB385

The Filipino Community, Inc. of Juneau urge the swift passage of HB 
385 whieh pertains to the proper use of VDTs (video display terminala). 
Our organization strongly believes that this would be a great preventive 
measure to the physical hazzards from the improper uae of VDTs. It is the lower range employees in the clerical and support services fields, 
primarily women, who can least afford to lose their jobs and ill afford the high medics! bills which will be highly impacted by the lack of 
information about VDTs. This bill would also lower the rate of abaenteism dua to VDT related health problems.
Thank you for reading this message and your affirmative vote!

%



A L A S K A  S T A T E  D I S T R I C T  C O U N C I L  O F  L A B O R E R S

Laborers International Unidnj^North America, AFL-CIO

2501 Commen^^^ve, Suite 140 
Anchorage, Alasl^f^SOl • 907/276-1640

Don Valesko
hoidotr

Andrew  J. "Bear" P iekarski
Uumzwsj Maiû sDSeoxteiy Trcan:rrr

P O S I T I O N  S T A T E ME NT

TO: MEMBERS, A L A S K A  H O U S E  O P  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

FROM: A . J . " B E A R’' PIEKAR S K I ,  B U S I N E S S  M A N A G E R / S E C Y 'T R E A S .

RE: HB 385

T H E  A L A S K A  S T A T E  D I S T R I C T  C O U N C I L  OP L A B OR E RS  SUP PO RT S  

TH E P A S S A G E  OF HB 385. H A Z A R D  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  T R A I N I N G  

F O R  V D T  U S ER S B E N E F I T S  B O T H  E M P L O Y E R  A N D  EMPLOYEE, A N D  

W E  URGE Y O U  TO S U P P O R T  T H E  B I L L  W H E N  IT C OM ES  TO A  F L O O R  

VOTE.

___ ;  S  £r
A.J. "BEAR" P I E K A R S K I  

B U S I N E S S  M A N A G E R / S E C Y - T R E A S .



ALERT ALERT ALERT ALERT ALERT ALERT ALERT ALERT 
ALERT

MEMO TO; All ASEA/AFSCME Local 52 Business Agents, Stewards & members 

FROM: Bill Kelder, Political Action Coordinator 

DATE: March 6,1992

SUBJECT: House Bill 385

House Bill 385, requiring the state to provide health and safety measures for employees 
who spend long hours working on visual display terminals, will be up for a vote on the 
House Floor early next week. We need to get our members sending public opinion 
messages encouraging the following state Representatives to vote in favor of the bill. These 
guys are mostly minority republicans and will need a lot of POMs so please get the word 
out to as many people a9 possible as quickly as possible. This is one of our bills and the 
sponsor, our very good friend Rep. Fran Ulmer, D-Juneau, has asked for our help on this. 
Let’s show her we know how to deliver.

H.B. 385 will save the state money in the long run by reducing Injury and time missed due 
to injury. The bill will also help Improve morale by showing that the state cares about Its 
workers. Send the POMs to the following:

Rep. Larry Baker, Rep. Ramona Barnes, Rep. Dave Choquette, Rep. Gail Phillips 
Rep. Mary Miller, Rep. Mike Miller, Rep. Loren Lehman, Rep. Mark Hanley 
Rep. Georgianna Lincoln, Rep. Jerry Mackle, Rep. Richard Foster, Rep. Bill Hudson, and 
Rep. Ben Grussendorf.

To send a Public Opinion Message to all these reps., call in Anchorage: 561-7007; and in 
Fairbanks: 452-4448; and In Juneau 465-4648. Remember to limit the messages to 50 
words or less.

Again, many, many thanks to all of you for your help on this.



January 27, 1992

Mr, Bamaby Dow 
State Capitol, Room 421 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Mr. Dow:

I understand Representative Fran Ulmer is requesting information regarding carpal tunnel 
syndrome and the use of video display terminals.

My first problem with carpal tunnel syndrome began about two years before I began working 
for the State of Alaska. At the time, I was employed as a nurse during the day and did medical 
transcription at home during the evening using an electric typewriter. During this time, I 
developed pain in my hands and wrists to the extent that at one point I had to wear custom- 
molded, fiberglass splints, sometimes on one and sometimes on both wrists. This continued 
until I stopped doing medical transcription at home.

t
In July 1988,1 began working for the state as a clerk typist, and within a few months I began 
to have problems with my wrists again. While shopping for office supplies one day, I noticed 
a "wrist rest" device and requested permission to buy one. My supervisor thought I was being 
silly to want to spend state money in such a manner, but finally allowed the purchase. 
Coworkers ridiculed me for using the wrist rest, and frequently I returned to my desk to find 
the wrist rest on the floor. However, soon after beginning to use the wrist rest, my symptoms 
abated and I have had essentially no problems with carpal tunnel syndrome since.

In August 1990,1 began working for the Department of Fish and Game, Division of Fisheries 
Rehabilitation, Enhancement and Development (FRED). Shortly thereafter, 1 obtained a wrist 
rest, received no ridicule for using it, and continue to be symptom-free.

Sincerely,

Jan. B, Smith



Martha Sarnaniego 
P.O. BOX 1393 
Kodiak A laska 99615

March 19,1992

Rep resen ta t ive  Fran U lmer 
A laska S ta te  L eg is la t iv e  
Juneau, A laska  99801 -1  182

Dear Rep resen ta t ive  Fran U lmer:

I am an e igh th  g rade r a t the  Kodiak J u n io r  High. Please don 't a l lo w  my age 
to take away some o f the a t te n t io n  needed on w ha t I have to say. 1 am 
w r i t i n g  in  support to  the House B i l l  3 85  concern ing VDT hazards.

I fa v o r  t h is  b i l l  because 1 be lie ve  th a t  adu lts  and c h i ld re n  who 
use v ideo d isp lay  te rm in a ls  (such as com pu te rs ) have the  r ig h t  to  know 
the dangers in  connection  w i t h  VDT's. I have no t iced  th a t  ch i ld re n  are 
beg inn ing to  use com pute rs  a t  younger and younger ages, they use them  
w i th o u t  the pa ren ts  know ing  w h a t  dangers may come w i t h  advancement. 
Many employees a lso apply f o r  jobs  and w o rk  w i t h  com pu te rs . A l l  these 

people, adu lts  and ch i ld ren  a l ik e  are in  danger o f  becoming nea rs igh ted  and 
a lso p u t t in g  t h ie r  eyes in r i s k  o f  a t t r a c t in g  o th e r  RSI’s. T h is  issue 
deserves more a t te n t io n  then i t  a l l  ready has. T h is  b i l l  w i l l  no t on ly  help 
the people now, but w i l l  help people f o r  a long t im e  to come.

Thank you f o r  ta k in g  the  t im e  to  cons ide r th is  op in ion  and I w i l l  
be w a i t in g  to  hea r f rom  you conce rn ing  the f u r t h e r  p rogress o f  House B i l l  
385.

S ince re ly ,

Martha Sarnaniego



S t r a i n i n  t h e  h a n d
g r o w t h  o f  p e r s o n a l  c o m p u t e r  

i j u s e h a s  c o i n c i d e d  wi th  a n  

i n c r e ^ e  In repetitive strain h a n d  

i n j u r i e s  in t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .
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The^pomputer work station
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Cervical d isk 
syndrome: 
Pain, numbness 
and muscular 
spasm causec 
by pinching of 
ths cervical J 
nerves by ' 
compressed 
discs. b 2

Rotator cuff Injury: 
Pain and limited motion 
in the shoulder caused 
when one or mors of ths 
four rotator cufi 
tendons is inflamed.

White finger:
Numbness, tingling,
palenees and burning
sensations caused by

\  damaged blood
\ T A Mf f  \ vrsivr̂ wk-̂ isu# -

Csrpai tunnel 
syndrc-na:
Numbness, pain, 
tinging and aching 
sensations in the wrist 
caused by too much 
pressure on the median 
nerve of the wrieL

Epicondyftfe (lanna tixm): 
Pain, sweHng 
and weakness in 
the et»w caused 
by inflammation 
of te.- dons.
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Tendinitis 
Swelling, 
tenderness and 
weakness in the 
hand, a bow or 
shoulder due to 
inflammation of 
tendons.

,  J m m
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W o r k p l a c e  I n j u r y  I s  R i s i n g ,  

A n d  t h e  C o m p u t e r  I s  B l a m e d

ft:
By P E T E R  T .K IL B O R N
SpecuJ to The New York Time*

_  W ASH IN G TO N , Nov. 15 — Work* 
U, ^ l a c e  In ju r ie s  cau sed  b y  re p e t it iv e  mo- 
O p t io n  h a v e  in c re a se d  sh a rp ly , the L abo r 

D ep a r tm en t sa id  today , and e x p e r ts  
c a l le d  the  r is e  o f com pu te r techno logy 
a m a jo r  fa c to r .

In  an  a n n u a l repo rt, the d ep a rtm en t 
s a id  r e p e t it iv e  motion d is o rd e r s  a c ­
co un ted  fo r  48 percen t of a l l w o rkp la ce  
i l ln e s s e s  an d  in ju r ie s  la s t  y e a r , up 
fro m  38 p e rc e n t in 1987 and ju s t  18 p e r­
cen t in  1981.

T he re p o r t sa id  4 percen t o f a l l  lu ll-  
t im e  w o rk e r s  su ffe re d  from  som e fo rm  
o f i l ln e s s  o r  in ju r y  on the jo b  Id s t y e a r , 
th e  h ig h e s t le v e l s in ce  1980. And th e y  
sp en t m o re  t im e  out o f w o rk  o r  d o in g  
lim ite d  w o rk  b e cau se  of i lln e s s  o r  in ­
j u r y  th a n  in  a n y  y e a r  s in ce  1972, the 
f i r s t  th a t th e  B u reau  of L abo r S ta t is t ic s  
s ta r te d  g a th e r in g  the in fo rm a tio n  in  i t s  
c u r r e n t  fo rm .

T he  re p o r t d id  not b re a k  down the in ­
d u s t r ie s  w ith  the h ighest r a te s  of in ju r y  
fro m  re p e t it iv e  motion. B u t Jo seph 
K in n e y , e x e c u t iv e  d ire c to r  o f the N a ­
t io n a l S a fe  W orkp lace  In s t itu te  in Ch i­
ca g o , s a id  the  r is e  of com p u te rs  in the 
w o rk p la c e  w a s  o b v io u s ly  a m a jo r  fa c ­
to r . “ B e tte r  techno logy and s a fe r  
p la n ts  a n d  m ach in e ry  shou ld  r e s u lt  in  
f a r  fe w e r  in ju r ie s , and it ju s t  do esn ’t ,"  
h e  s a id .

The m ost h a za rdo u s jo b s  w e re  in 
m an u fa c tu r in g , the report sa id , le d  by 
lum b e r , s te e l, food, stone and g la s s , 
a n d  a u tom ob ile s , in th a t o rd e r. A sid e  
from  m an u fa c tu r in g , co n stru c tio n  w as 
th e  m o s t h a za rdo u s . The au tom ob ile  in ­
d u s t r y  show ed the sh a rp e s t in c re a se  in 
in ju r ie s  la s t  y e a r . The report s a id  law ­
y e r s  h a v e  the sa fe s t jo bs , fo llow ed b y  
In su ra n c e  a g en ts  and s to ckb ro ke rs , 

p a u t lo u s  In te rp re ta tio n  U rged
L abo r D epartm en t o ff ic ia ls  em pha­

s iz e d  th a t the f ig u re s  in to da y ’s  report 
m u s t be in te rp re te d  c a u tio u s ly . In­
c r e a s e s  in  the f ig u re s  fo r i lln e s s  and  in ­
ju r y  r e s u lt  in p a rt from  s tro n g e r e f­
fo r t s  b y  the d ep a rtm en t’s  O ccupationa l 
S a fe ty  and  H ea lth  A dm in is tra t io n  to 
m ak e  b u s in e s se s  keep b e tte r re co rd s .

“ B u t w h a te ve r the reason ,”  sa id  
M a rg a re t Sem inario , h ea lth  and sa fe ty  
d jr e c to r  fo r the A.F.L.-C.I.O., " i t ’s  o b v i­
o u s th a t loo m any w o rke rs  a re  be ing  
k i l le d , in ju re d  and d isea sed  on the jo b .”

The m ost com m on rep e tit iv e  motion 
d is o rd e r  is  c a rp a l tunne l syn d rom e , an 
in ju r y  to the hand, and w r is t  th a t can 
re q u ir e  su rg e ry . Once lim ite d  m o s t ly  
to m e a l p a ck e rs , pou ltry  w o rk e rs  and 
p ia n is ts , i t  h a s  become a com m on com ­
p la in t am ong  w o rke rs  who use com put­
e r s  o r  com pu te r ize d  equ ipm en t — for 
e x am p le , su p e rm a rke t checkou t 
c le r k s , who rep ea ted ly  s lid e  cu s tom ­
e r s ’ p u rch a se s  o ve r p rice  scan n e rs .



"1 don 't th in k  you can  a s so c ia te  it a il 
w ith  the  com p u te r ,'' s a id  G e ra rd  F . 
S canne l, th e  h ead  o f OSHA. B u t he 
a d d e d  th a t the  p ro life ra t io n  o f com ­
p u te r  te chno lo g y  in m an y  in d u s tr ie s  
w a s  a s ig n if ic a n t c a u se  o f the in c re a se .

“ We seem  to be  a sk in g  peop le to do 
th e ir  jo b s  f a s t e r  and  in sm a lle r ,  m ore 
f in e ly  d e fin e d  ta s k s ,"  M r. S canne l sa id . 
S uch  ta s k s , he w en t on, im pose  unna tu ­
r a l s t r e s s e s  on the h and s, w r is t s  and 
f in g e r s . In  the  p a s t, he s a id , the  m ost 
com m on  w o rkp la c e  in ju r ie s  w ere 
c a u se d  b y  h e a v y  lif t in g .

4R ep e a le d  T raum a*
T o d a y ’s  rep o rt s a id  th a t o f 240,900 oc­

cu p a t io n a l i l ln e s s e s  re co rd ed  in p r i­
v a te  in d u s t r y  la s t  y e a r , 115,400 w e re  in 
the  c a te g o ry  “ d is o rd e r s  a sso c ia te d  
w ith  re p e a le d  t r a u m a ” : c a rp a l tunne l 
sy n d rom e , te n d in it is , a r th r i t i s  and 
sp ra in s . T h e  n ex t h ig h e s t c a te g o ry  w as 
r e sp ir a to r y  p ro b lem s c a u se d  b y  tox ic 
a g en ts , a t 16,200.

M r. S canne l s a id  c a rp a l tu n n e l syn­
d ro m e  can  be p re ven te d  w ith  b e tte r  de­
s ig h  o f to o ls and  w o rkp la ce s . Some­
t im e s , h e  s a id , p re ven tion  r e q u ire s  l i t ­
t le  m o re  th an  ch an g in g  the  h e igh t of a 
d e s k  o r c h a ir .

T he re p o r t a lso  s a id  3,300 w o rk e rs  
d ie d  of o cup a tio n a l c a u se s  la s t  y e a r , 
100 few e r than  in 1987. B ut e x p e r ts  say

R e p e a t e d  m o t i o n  

r e p l a c e s  h e a v y  

l i f t i n g  a s  a  

h a z a r d .

the f ig u re  is  u n d e rs ta te d , in p a rt be­
c a u se  the G o ve rnm en t does not reco rd  
c a se s  o f peop le who d ie  a fte r  they have 
r e t ire d , o ften  from  d ise a se s  con trac ted  
on the jo b . M r . K inney sa id  the a c tu a l 
f ig u re  is  c lo s e r  to 50,000.

S ince la te  in  the R eagan  A dm in is tra ­
tion , OSHA h a s  been expand ing its  e f­
fo r ts  to re q u ire  com pan ies to subm it 
b e tte r  h e a lth  rep o rts  and to com pile 
b e tte r  s ta t is t ic s .  I t  h a s im posed su b ­
s ta n t ia l f in e s  on a  b lue-ribbon l is t  of 
A m e r ic a n  co rp o ra tio n s . J u s t th is week, 
it p roposed a  $754,000 fin e  a g a in s t Car­
g i l l  In c ., a c c u s in g  it  o f not ta k in g  steps 
to p ro te c t i t s  p o u ltry  w o rk e rs  from  ca r­
p a l tunn e l syn d rom e .

B u t the u n c e r ta in ty  o ve r how much 
the fre q u e n cy  of in ju r y  and illn e s s  is  
a c tu a l ly  in c re a s in g  “ is  a d if f ic u lty  we 
h a v e  w ith  a l l  the d a ta ,"  sa id  E the l 
C h e rry  Ja ck so n , ch ie f of the B ureau of 
L abo r S ta t is t ic s  s u r v e y  on occupa­
tio n a l s a fe ty  and  hea lth .

Company News: 
Tuesday through Friday, 

Business Day



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

P.O. Box Y 
Juneau. AK 99811-3100 

, Phone: (907) 103-3991
Legislative Research Agency , 1 Fax: 007) 103-3331

Octobe r  4 ,  1991
MEMORANDUM

TO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Fran Ulmer

FROM: L inda J .  Snov*^
L e g i s l a t i v e  A n a l y s t

RE: R e p e t i t i v e  S t r a i n  I n j u r y  A s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Use o f  V ideo  D i s p l a y  T e rm in a l s
R e sea rch  Reques t  9 2 . 0 4 3

You asked f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  adve rse  h e a l t h  e f f e c t s  a s s o c i a t e d  with  the  use 
o f  v id e o  d i s p l a y  t e r m i n a l s  (VDTs ) .  You s p e c i f i c a l l y  asked about the i n c i d e n c e  
and s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  r e p e t i t i v e  s t r a i n  i n j u r i e s  ( R S I ) ,  and what A la s ka  s t a t e  
government p o s i t i o n s  a r e  most a t  r i s k  f o r  t h i s  t yp e  o f  i n j u r y .

In t h i s  r e p o r t ,  we p r e s e n t  a summary o f  a r e c e n t  r e p o r t  by the N a t i o n a l  
I n s t i t u t e  f o r  O c c u p a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  and H e a l t h  (NIOSH) e n t i t l e d  O c c u p a t i o n a l  
H e a l t h  A s p e c t s  o f  U o r k  w i t h  V i d e o  D i s p l a y  T e r m i n a l s . '  Next we d i s c u s s  t h e  
types  o f  o c c u p a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  most l i k e l y  t o  be a f f e c t e d  by RSI and o t h e r  
i n j u r i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  VDT u s a g e . 2 We then  i d e n t i f y  which p o s i t i o n s  h e l d  
by s t a t e  emp loyees  a r e  most a t  r i s k  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  types  o f  i n j u r i e s .

SUMMARY OF RECENT NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH REPORT

Today, abou t  h a l f  t h e  j o b s  in the  U .S .  i n v o l v e  work  w i th  VDTs. Many s t u d i e s  
have examined t h e  p o s s i b l e  h e a l t h  e f f e c t s  o f  VDT use .  A r e c e n t  u n pub l i s h ed  
r e p o r t  by t h e  NIOSH ( F e b r u a r y  1991 )  e n t i t l e d  O c c u p a t i o n a l  H e a l t h  A s p e c t s  o f  
W o r k  w i t h  V i d e o  D i s p l a y  T e r m i n a l s  r ev iews  and summar izes  the  e x i s t i n g  r e p o r t s  
on the  s u b j e c t .  The r e p o r t  d i s c u s s e s  f o u r  a r e a s  o f  h e a l t h  concern f o r  VDT 
u s e r s .  These a r e a s  a r e  v i s u a l  system d y s f u n c t i o n  ( e y e  s t r a i n ) ,  m u s c u l o s k e l e t a l  
d i s o r d e r s ,  s t r e s s  and adv e r s e  pregnancy ou tcomes .

'Th is  s t u d y  was comp le ted  by NIOSH in  F e b r u a r y  1 991 .  I t  has no t  y e t  been 
p u b l i s h e d .

R e p e t i t i v e  s t r a i n  i n j u r y  r e s u l t s  f r om  r e p e a t i n g  th e  same mot ion o v e r  and 
I t  can l e a d  t o  in f l am m a t i on  o f  j o i n t s  and pa in  and numbness o fo ve r  

e x t r e m i t i e s .



Rep r e s e n t a t i v e  U lmer  
O c tobe r  4 , 1991 
Page 2

Eye S t r a i n

Eye s t r a i n  ( i n c l u d i n g  s o r e  e y e s ,  b l u r r e d  v i s i o n  and headaches )  i s  the most 
common h e a l t h  c om p l a i n t  o f  VDT u s e r s .  At l e a s t  50 p e r c e n t  o f  VDT use r s  have 
r e p o r t e d  o c c a s i o n a l  symptoms o f  eye s t r a i n ,  a l t h o u gh  eye s t r a i n  i s  no t  unique 
t o  VDT work. The re  i s  l i t t l e  ev idence o f  endu r in g  f u n c t i o n a l  prob lems 
r e s u l t i n g  f rom V D T - r e l a t e d  e y e s t r a i n .  Recent s t u d i e s  s ugge s t  no l i n k  between 
the  use o f  VDTs and i n c r e a s e d  r i s k  o f  c a t a r a c t  de ve lopmen t .

Some sugges t ion s  t o  l e s s e n  the  adve rse  impact o f  VDT work  on v i s i o n  a r e :  1) to  
t e s t  and c o r r e c t  t h e  v i s i o n  o f  th e  a f f e c t e d  w o r k e r s ;  2 )  t o  m od i f y  VDT d i s p l a y  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  such as c o n t r a s t ,  sha rpness ,  type  d e s i g n ,  image s t a b i l i t y  and 
c o l o r  to  reduce d i s c o m f o r t ;  and 3 ) to  p r o v i d e  adequa te  and a p p r o p r i a t e  
wo rkp la ce  l i g h t i n g .

M uscu lo s k e l e t a l  D i s o r d e r s

E a r l y  NIOSH s t u d i e s  have shown t h a t  75 p e r c en t  o f  VDT w o rk e r s  e xp e r i e n ce  
o c c a s i o n a l  back and neck  d i s c o m f o r t  on the  j o b .  More r e c e n t  NIOSH s t u d i e s  show 
t h a t  20 t o  25 p e r c e n t  o f  VDT worke rs  e xp e r i e n c e  a lm o s t  d a i l y  upper  t o r s o  
d i s c o m f o r t .

M u scu lo s k e l e t a l  d i s o r d e r s  i n c l u d e  r e p e t i t i v e  s t r a i n  i n j u r i e s  ( R S I ) .  About 40 
pe r c en t  o f  834  newspaper  emp loyees s tu d i ed  r e p o r t e d  symptoms o f  cumu la t iv e  
trauma d i s o r d e r  d u r i n g  a o n e - y e a r  p e r i o d .  Neck and s h o u l d e r  pa in  were 
p r e v a l e n t  c om p la i n t s  o f  th e  s u b j e c t s .  However,  r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  have shown t h a t  
the  hand and w r i s t  a r e  a l s o  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  m u s c u l o s k e l e t a l  d i s o r d e r s  in VDT 
work .  A lthough t h e r e  i s  no c o n c lu s i v e  ev idence  o f  RSI f r om  use o f  VDTs, the  
Wor ld  Hea l th  O r g a n i z a t i o n  s t a t e d  in a r e c e n t  r e p o r t  t h a t  i n j u r y  f rom repea ted  
s t r e s s  i s  p o s s i b l e .  Recen t  s t u d i e s  seem c o n c l u s i v e  t h a t  c h r o n i c  pa in  and 
d i s a b i l i t y  a re  i n f l u e n c e d  by c u l t u r a l ,  s o c i a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  f o r c e s .  
However,  p h y s i c a l  c au se s  o f  c h r o n i c  pa in  and d i s a b i l i t y  c anno t  be r u l e d  o u t .

Ev idence e x i s t s  t h a t  e rgonom ic  changes in th e  work  env i r onmen t  can reduce 
m u s c u l o s k e l e t a l  d i s c o m f o r t  a s s o c i a t e d  with VDT u s e .  I t  appea rs  t h a t  the 
s t a t i o n a r y  and s e d e n t a r y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  VDT work  a r e  t h e  p r imary  r i s k  
f a c t o r .  Tasks can be r e d e s i g n e d  t o  a l l o w  f o r  j o b  r o t a t i o n  and more f r e q u e n t  
r e s t  b r e a k s .  Improved work  s t a t i o n  des ign  may l e s s e n  m u s c u l o s k e l e t a l  
d i s c o m f o r t .

S t r e s s

A t h i r d  h e a l t h  e f f e c t  examined in  the NIOSH s tudy  i s  s t r e s s .  In the  U . S . ,  
i n c r e a sed  VDT usage has caused a change in  the  c o n t e n t  and o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  work 
t a s k s .  F o l l ow in g  i s  a l i s t  o f  f a c t o r s  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  s t r e s s  in VDT 
w o rk e r s :

a
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i n c r e a s ed  work p r e s s u r e :  

reduced autonomy;

in c r e a s ed  management c o n t r o l  o v e r  the  work p r o c e s s ;  

conce rns  about  compute r  breakdowns and d e l a y s ;  

p h y s i c a l  im m o b i l i t y ;  

e x c e s s i v e  r e p e t i t i o n ;  

r educea s k i l l  and e x p e r i e n c e  l e v e l s ;  

reduced t a s k  v a r i e t y ;  and

more u n c e r t a i n t y  o v e r  j o b  s e c u r i t y  and p r omo t io n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

A l t h ough  s t r e s s  i s  a pp a r e n t  in  a l l  V D T - r e l a t e d  j o b s ,  i t  i s  most  pronounced in  
l o w e r - l e v e l  c l e r i c a l  j o b s .  S t r e s s  may r e s u l t  i n  menta l  d i s o r d e r s ,  
c a r d i o v a s c u l a r  d i s e a s e s  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d i s o r d e r s .  In C a l i f o r n i a ,  70 pe r c en t  
o f  w o rk e r s  compensat ion c l a im s  f r om  s t r e s s  came f rom  wh i t e  c o l l a r  w o r k e r s ,  and 
40  p e r c e n t  came f rom  th e  s a l e s  and c l e r i c a l  l e v e l .  S t r e s s  can be r e l i e v e d  by 
mak ing j o b s  c h a l l e n g i n g  and v a r i e d ;  making su r e  t h a t  t a s k s  have some k ind o f  
c l o s u r e ,  o r  an end p r o d u c t ;  and by improv ing  the  s o c i a l  env i r onmen t  o f  the 
w o r k p l a c e .

A dve rs e  P regnancy Outcomes

I t  has l ong  been c l a im ed  t h a t  VDT usage causes adve r s e  p regnancy  outcomes;  
howeve r ,  no c o n c l u s i v e  e v i d e n c e  o f  any r e l a t i o n s h i p  between VDT use and adve rse  
p regnancy  outcomes i s  a v a i l a b l e .  A r e c e n t  NIOSH r e p o r t  on t h e  s u b j e c t  found 
no r e l a t i o n s h i p  between the  two.

AT-R ISK OCCUPATIONS

Acco rd in g  t o  Be t s y  J o rd o n  w i th  th e  Bureau o f  Labor  S t a t i s t i c s  in  Wash ington ,  
D . C . ,  d i s o r d e r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  r e p e t i t i v e  mot ion ( R S I )  now make up 52 pe rcen t  
o f  r e p o r t e d  j o b - r e l a t e d  i l l n e s s e s .  R ep o r t s  o f  c a rp a l  t u n n e l  syndrome have 
i n c r e a s e d  more r a p i d l y  in r e c e n t  y e a r s  than r e p o r t s  o f  any o t h e r  j o b - r e l a t e d  
i l l n e s s . 3

3Ca rpa l  tunne l  syndrome i s  the  sw e l l i n g  o f  the  t endons  where they  pass 
th r ou gh  the  f r o n t  o f  t h e  w r i s t .  The r e s u l t i n g  p r e s s u r e  can cause pa in ,  
numbness and weakness o f  the  hands .
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B a r b a s  ' J eb s t e r ,  w i th  the L i b e r t y  Mutua l In su r an c e  Company, s t a t e d  t h a t  1 . 5  
p e r c en t  o f  t h a t  company's i n s u r a n c e  c l a im s ,  and 2 . 5  p e r c en t  o f  t h e i r  c o s t s  in
1990 ,  were f o r  RS I .  The a ve r ag e  award p e r  case  in 1990 was 5 6 , 1 6 8 .  Ms.
Webs te r  s a i d  t h a t  no one in the  i n s u r a n c e  i n d u s t r y  keeps s t a t i s t i c s  on th e  
o c c u p a t i o n s  o f  those  making c l a im s  f o r  R S I ,  but managers in t h e  i n s u r a n c e
i n d u s t r y  g e n e r a l l y  b e l i e v e  keyboa rd  o p e r a t o r s  a re  one o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  a t - r i s k
g roups  f o r  t h a t  type o f  i n j u r y .  The i n d u s t r i e s  most a f f e c t e d  by RSI a r e :

meat and p o u l t r y  c u t t i n g  and pack ing  i n d u s t r y ;

e l e c t r o n i c  m an u f a c tu r i n g  i n d u s t r y ;

t e l e p h on e  o p e r a t o r s ;  and

d a t a  e n t r y / s e c r e t a r i a l  a g e n c i e s .

The f o u r t h  c a t e g o r y ,  s e c r e t a r i a l  and d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  a g e n c i e s ,  f i l e  1 p e r c e n t  
o f  a l l  w o r k e r s '  compensat ion c l a im s  in  t h e  U .S .  A l a r g e  number o f  c l a im s  f o r  
RSI a r e  f i l e d  by r e p o r t e r s ,  a u t om o t i v e  w o r k e r s ,  and u p h o l s t e r e r s .

In  A l a s k a ,  289  o f  1 1 , 9 9 8  w o r k e r s  c ompen sa t i on  c la im s  made in  1990 were f o r  
i n f l am m a t i o n  o f  the  j o i n t s .  A c c o rd in g  t o  J im  W i l s o n ,  l a b o r  e con om is t  w i t h  the  
A la s k a  Depar tment  o f  Labo r ,  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  o f  i n j u r y  i s  caused a lm o s t  
e x c l u s i v e l y  by r e p e t i t i v e  m o t i o n .  C a rp a l  t u n n e l  syndrome i s  n o t  i n c l u d e d  in  
the  f o r e g o i n g  c a t e g o r y  o f  i n j u r y  and i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e p a r a t e  f r om  i t s  p r im a r y  
c a t e g o r y  o f  n e rvou s  system d i s o r d e r s .

STATE EMPLOYEES IN AT-RISK OCCUPATIONS

Tab le  A ( a t t a c h e d )  p r e s en t s  a l i s t  o f  t h e  most  obv ious  j o b  c l a s s e s  a t  r i s k  t o  
d e v e l o p  RSI and o t h e r  V D T -a s s o c i a t e d  h e a l t h  d i s o r d e r s  in A l a s k a  s t a t e  
g ove rnmen t .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t e l l  what t h e  e xac t  d u t i e s  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  
p o s i t i o n  may e n t a i l ,  however ,  t h o s e  l i s t e d  in  Tab le  A a re  l i k e l y  t o  r e q u i r e  
many hou r s  o f  t y p in g  o r  d a ta  e n t r y  u s i n g  VDTs. J u s t  as some o f  t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s  
may n o t  use VDTs f o r  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  d u t i e s ,  many o t h e r  j o b  
c l a s s e s  n o t  l i s t e d  he re  ( t h e  s t a t e  has o v e r  1 , 3 0 0  j o b  c l a s s e s )  may use  VDTs f o r  
a m a j o r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  work d a y .  The 2 , 0 5 6  p o s i t i o n s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e s e  
j o b  c l a s s e s  accoun t  f o r  n e a r l y  10 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  p o s i t i o n s  in  s t a t e  
g o v e rnm en t . 4

I hope t h i s  i n f o rm a t i o n  i s  h e l p f u l  t o  y o u .  I f  you have f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  
p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c a l l  t h i s  o f f i c e .

At tachment

4The s t a t e  FY 92 budget ( a f t e r  v e t o e s )  funds  2 1 , 0 1 8  p o s i t i o n s .



TABLE A
State of Alaska Positions at Risk 

for Repetitive Strain Injury 
(as of September 1991)

CLASS
CODE CLASS TITLE

NUMBER OF 
POSITIONS

I
1122 Clerk Typist II 931
1123 Clerk Typist III 7861
1145 Leqai Secretary I 991
1146 Leqal Secretary II 301
1151 Secretary I 1061
1152 Secretary II 241
1182 Correspondence Secretary 1 41

: 1183 Correspondence Secretary II 41
I 1184 Correspondence Secretary III 121

1185 Administrative Support Technician 1 3l
1186 Administrative Support Technician II ol
1187 Administrative Support Technician III i 9 |

1188 Administrative Support Technician IV ! 41
1191 Data Processing Clerk 1 : 381
1192 Data Processing Clerk II ! 601
1193 Data Processing Clerk III i 161
1201 Accounting Clerk 1 I 41

• 1202 Accounting Clerk II 981
1203 Accounting Clerk III 1441
1204 Accountant 1 41
1205 Accountant II 261
1210 Accounting Technician 1 1001
1211 Accounting Technician II 661
1212 Accounting Technician ill 321
1217 Permanent Fund Dividend Specialist 1 11 I
1218 Permanent Fund Dividend Specialist II i 21
1219 Permanent Fund Dividend Specialist III 21
1610 Data Processing Assistant 21
1611 Data Processing Technician 1 141
1612 Data Processing Technician II 271
1613 Data Processing Technician III 121
1621 Analyst Programmer 1 101
1622 Analyst Programmer II 261
1623 Analyst Programmer III 641
1624 Analyst Programmer IV 921
1625 Analyst Programmer V 321

i

Total 2.0561

Note: This table presents the number of existing state positions. These 
positions may or may not be filled at any given time.

Source: Alaska Department of Administration, Division of Personnel.

Prepared  by the Legislative R e se a rch  A g en cy , O ctober 1991 (92.Q43A).




