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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 220 (STATE AFFAIRS)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

BY TH E  SENATE STATE AFFAIRS C O M M ITTfc.'

Offered: 3/6/92
Referred: Finance

Sponsor(s): SENATORS RODEY, Collins
j

A BILL 

FO R AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "A n Act g ran ting  status as peace officers under the public employees’ re tirem ent system

2 to correctional nurses and to certain  state employees employed at a residential psychiatric
I

3 facility; and providing for an effective date."

i!
4 BE IT  ENACTED BY TH E LEG ISLA TU RE O F TH E STATE O F ALASKA:

5 * Section I . AS 39.35.680(28) is amended to read:

6 (28) "peace officer" or "fire fighter" means an employee occupying a position as

7 a peace officer, chief of police, correctional officer, correctional superintendent, correctional

8 nurse , fire fighter, fire chief, or probation officer o r a sta te  employee a t a residential

9 psychiatric  facility employed in a position th a t requ ires in teracting directly w ith patients
. . . .jlO a t the facility, lim ited to physicians, physician’s assistants, registered nurses, psychiatric

I I  nu rsing  assistants, practical nurses, technical assistants, w ard  clerks, social w orkers, m ental

12 health  clinicians, psychologists, activity therapists, occupational therap ists, housekeepers,
i
13 an d  jan ito rs:

14 * Sec. 2. A member who was employed, before the effective date of this Act, either as a correctional
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1 nurse or by the state at a residential psychiatric facility with job duties that required interacting directly

2 with patients at the facility may convert the credited service for the position to credited service as a

3 peace officer by claiming the service as peace officer service before the member is appointed to

4 retirement. When the member claims this retroactive credited service, an indebtedness of the member

5 to the system shall be established. The indebtedness is equal to (1) the contributions to the system that

6 the employee would have made if the service had counted as peace officer service, less (2) the

7 contributions to the system that the member actually made. Interest as prescribed by regulation accrues

8 on this indebtedness beginning July 1, 1992. Any outstanding indebtedness that exists at the time the

9 member is appointed to retirement will require an actuarial adjustment to the benefits payable based upon

10 the service.

11 * L,ec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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SENATE BILL NO. 220 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

BY SENATORS RODEY, Collins

Introduced: 3/22/91
R eferred: State Affairs and Finance

A BILL 

FO R AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "A n Act granting employees of a state residential psychiatric facility status as peace

2 officers under the public employees’ retirem ent system; and providing for an effective

3 date."

4 BE IT  ENACTED BY TH E LEGISLATURE O F TH E STATE O F ALASKA:

5 * Section 1. AS 39.35.680(28) is amended to read:

6 (28) "peace officer" or "fire fighter" means a s ta te  employee employed a t a

7 residential psychiatric facility o r an employee occupying a position as a peace officer, chief

8 of police, correctional officer, correctional superintendent, fire fighter, fire chief, or probation

9 officer,

10 * Sec. 2. A member who was employed by the state at a residential psychiatric facility in a position

11 in the public employees’ retirement system before the effective date of this Act may convert the credited

12 service for that position to credited service as a peace officer by claiming the service as peace officer

13 service before the member is appointed to retirement. When the member claims this retroactive credited

14 service, an indebtedness o f the member to the system shall be established. The indebtedness is equal
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1 to (1) the contributions to the system that the employee would have made if the psychiatric facility

2 service had counted as peace officer service, less (2) the contributions to the system that the employee

3 actually made. Interest as prescribed by regulation accrues on this indebtedness beginning July 1, 1992.

4 Any outstanding indebtedness that exists at the time the member is appointed to retirement will require

5 an actuarial adjustment to the benefits payable based upon the psychiatric facility service.

6 * Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

-2-
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B IL L  N O . CSSB 220 (State Affairs)
1992 L E G IS L A T IV E  SE SSIO N

FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date: 
Title:

3/6/92
An Act granting status as peace officers

Dept. Affected Health & Social Services 
BRU: Institutions & Administration

Sponsor:
Requestor:

under Public Employees retirement system Component: Alaska Psychiatric Institute 
Senators Rodey and Collins____________ ___________________________________
S e n a t e  HBSb

E xpenditu res/R evenues

COMPONENT SERIAL NO, 
(Thousands of Dollars)

0311

OPERATING FY93 FY94 FY95 FY96 FY97 FY98
PERSONAL SERVICES 42.4 43.2 44.1 45.0 45.9 46.8
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES '
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 42.4 43.2 44.1 45.0 45.9 46.8

CAPITAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

REVENUE 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 1006 42.4 43.2 44.1 45.0 45.9 46.8
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL 42.4 43.2 44.1 45.0 45.9 46.8

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact: none

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
FY93 salary costs of covered positions 
times percentage difference in retirement rate

$7,995,970
0.0053

$42,379

Assumed merit creep rate of 2% for future years 
All GF is Mental Health Trust 1006.

Prepared bv: Richard Renninqer 1 0 ^^ Z-— Phone: 465-3331
Division: Administrative Services

ApproveaCyCommissioner: T h e o d o r e  A. M a l a  
Agency: Department of Health and Social Services

Distribution (by preparer): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor

OMB
Impacted Agency(ies)

Date: 4/7/92

(Rev 12/91) Page 1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B ILL  N O .  CSSR 220 (STA)

1992 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

Revision D a t a : _______________________________________ Department Affected: Department ,  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s
Title: "An A c t  g r a n t i n g  s t a t u s  as_________  BR( j ; _____________S t a t e w i d e  O p e r a t i o n s ________________

peace  o f f i c e r s  . . . " _____________________________  Component: V a r i o u s _________
Sponsor: S e n a t o r  Rodey_______________________ _________________________________
Requestor: S e n a t e  F i n a n c e ______________________  COMPONENT SERIAL N O . ___________________________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of  Doiars)
OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98

PERSONAL SERVICES 26.6 27.4 28.2 29.1 29.9 30.8
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 26.6 27.4 28.2 29.1 29.9 30.8

CAPITAL

REVENUE 
FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands o f  Doiars)
GENERAL FUND 26.6 27.4 28.2 29.1 29.9 30.8
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
FUND SOURCE:
TOTAL 26.6 27.4 28.2 29.1 29.9 30.8

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact: 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  a t t a c h e d  A n a l y s i s .
/

Prannred Bv: D i a n e  b'c ien l<er .  L e g i s l a t i v e  L i a i s o n Phone: 465-3376
niuiainnr O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Com m ,s s ione r Data: 03/11/92

Approved by Commissioner:  __ _L1oyd Hames , C o n J h j s -----------------
Agency:  D ep a r tm en t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s __________________________________  Date: 03/11/92

Diattibution (by praparar): Lag. Fm., Lagialativa Sponaor. Raquaator, OMBfDBR, Gov. Lagia. Ofc., & Impactad AgancyOaa).
Rav 10/7/S1 P a g a _ j_ o f_ 2



C O N T I N U A T I O N  O F  F I S C A L  A N A L Y S I S

C S S B  2 2 0  ( S T A T E  A F F A I R S ) : A n  A c t  g r a n t i n g  s t a t u s  a s  p e a c e  o f f i c e r s
u n d e r  t h e  p u b l i c  e m p l o y e e s '  r e t i r e m e n t  s y s t e m  t o  c o r r e c t i o n a l  
n u r s e s  a n d  t o  c e r t a i n  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  e m p l o y e d  a t  a r e s i d e n t i a l  
p s y c h i a t r i c  f a c i l i t y ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  p a y s  1 5 . 6 4 %  o f  a n  e m p l o y e e ' s  g r o s s  p a y  f o r  
r e t i r e m e n t  b e n e f i t s  if t h e  e m p l o y e e  d o e s  n o t  f a l l  u n d e r  p e a c e  
o f f i c e r  s t a t u s .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  p a y s  1 6 . 9 7 %  o f  a p e a c e  o f f i c e r ' s  
g r o s s  p a y  t o w a r d  r e t i r e m e n t  b e n e f i t s .  F o r  e v e r y  e m p l o y e e  a d d e d  t o  
p e a c e  o f f i c e r  s t a t u s ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  i t ' s  c o s t  b y  
1 . 3 3 %  o f  t h e  e m p l o y e e ' s  g r o s s  p a y .

T h e r e  a r e  4 2  n u r s e  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s .  
B a s e d  o n  a s u r v e y  o f  t h e  g r o s s  p a y  o f  t h e s e  e m p l o y e e s ,  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  p a y  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  $2 6 , 6 0 0  p e r  y e a r  if t h i s  
b i l l  p a s s e s .  A s s u m i n g  a 3 %  i n f l a t i o n / C O L A  f o r  F Y 9 4 - 9 7 ,  t h e  c o s t s  

w i l l  i n c r e a s e  e a c h  y e a r .

p a g e  2 o f  2



STATE O F A L A S K A
1992 LEG ISLATIV E S E SSIO N

FISC A L N O T E
No.

Bill Version: /8

(S) Publish Date: 3  ~ C, ~

Revision Date:  ___________
Title:An act granting employees of a state residential 
psychiatric facility status of peace officers under PERS.
Sponsor______ Rodev  _ _____________
Requestor. Senate State Af • ,_____________

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

Department Affected: Administration
BRU: Retirement and Benefits_____
Component: Retirement and Benefits

COMPONENT SERIAL NO._________ 64

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY97 FY 98
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 0
TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
EOU1PMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0
GRANTS. CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE 
FUND SOURCE:

0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of dollars)
GENERAL FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER 
FUND SOURCE 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS
FULL-TIME: 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME: 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY: 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact:_____________ SO
Changes in r P > S P ^ 2 ^ n  (ST7V)

vctc >' ::— t---------:------- ~c---------- ;------------------------  have no fiscal impact. 11nsANALYSIS: (a tta c h  a s e p a ra te  D aee if necessary .) ^
------------  *-------------------- ^  fiscal note is appropriate.

Site Comte Aide (initial)

Prepared Bv: Gary Bader Phone: 4654470
Division: Retirement and Benefits______________________  Date: February 21.1992 ________

Approved by Commissioner: Nancy Bear Usera Date: /C's/*? — ___________
Agency:______ Department of Administration_______£_____

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB & Impacted Agency(iest
Rev 11/91 Page 1 of___ 1



FISC A L N O T E

ST A T E  O F  A L A S K A
1992 LE G ISL A T IV E SE SSIO N

BILL N O . CSSB 220(SA )

Revision Date:_________________________________
Tit)e:An act granting employees of a state residential 
psychiatric facility status of peace officers under PERS.
Sponsor______ Rodev ' > r______________
Requestor Senate State affairs________________

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

Department Affected: All State
BRU:  All State
Component__________All State

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FT'96 FT' 97 FT'98
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 301.1 201.1 301.1 301.1
TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 . 0 0 0
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
EOUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0
GRANTS. CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 304.1 304.1 304.1 304.1

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE 
FUND SOURCE:

0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of dollars)
GENERAL FUND 0 0 301.1 301.1 301.1 304.1
FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER 
FUND SOURCE 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 304.1 304.1 304.1 304.1

POSITIONS
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME: 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY: 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact:_____________ SO

ANALYSIS: (attach a separate page if necessary.)
This bill will have no cost to other Political Subdivisions of the State.

Prepared Bv: Garv Bader ^ Phone: 465-4470
Division: Retirement and B e n e f i t s _________  Date:________ March 5,1992

Approved by Commissioner: Nancy Bear Usera
Agency:______ Department of Administration N £

v / Da te: 5? ,, '̂ r17

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB & Impacted Agency(ies).
Rev 11 /91 Page Lot 2



C o m m ittee  S u b stitu te  for S enate  Bill 220 (SA)
A n aly sis  o f Fiscal Im p lica tio n s  to the  R etirem en t F u n d s 

P re p a re d  by  D ivision  of R etirem en t an d  B enefits 
D e p a rtm en t o f A d m in is tra tio n  

M arch  5 ,1992

A nalysis: T h is bill is in te n d e d  to in c lu d e  P ub lic  E m ployees ' R e tirem en t System  (PERS) m em b ers  
w h o  serv e  as em p lo y ees  o f a s ta te  re s id en tia l p sy ch ia tric  facility  u n d e r  "Peace ’ ^  " 
O ffice /F ire fig h te r"  coverage. T hey are c u rren tly  covered  u n d e r  the  "All O ther" category . 
W e h a v e  a ssu m e d  that  th is bill w ill increase  the  "Peace O ffice r/F ire fig h te r"  p a rtic ip a tio n  
a n d  d ecrease  the  "All O ther" p a rtic ip a tio n  in  PERS by  256 m em bers.

This b ill is e s tim a te d  to increase the  s ta te  FY 95 PERS co n trib u tio n  ra te  b y  .05%. The s ta te  
p ay ro ll is e s tim a te d  to be $608,286,654 in  FY 95 a n d  rem a in  stab le  each  y ear thereafter.

T he s ta te  cost of $304.1 is calcu lated  as follow s:

S ta te  FY 95 p ay ro ll $ 608,286,654 
In c rease  in  PERS ra te  X .05%

T O T A L  FY 95 STATE C O S T .........................................S 304.1

T his b ill w ill in c rease  the PERS accrued  liab ilities by  $1.7 m illion  an d  re su lt in a dec. 3ase of 
.01% in  the  f u n d i n g  ra tio  of the PERS fu n d .

Page 2 of 2



ST A T E  O F A L A S K A
1992 L E G ISL A T IV E SE SSIO N

FISC A L  N O T E

Bill Version: ^  fi 2 ,3 Q

(S) Publish Date: 3  - L  - 5L?

No, /

Revision Date:___________________________   .
Title:An act granting employees of a state residential 
psychiatric facility status of peace officers under PERS.
Sponsor______ Rodev________________ __________
Requestor  S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s ________________

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

Department Affected: All State
BRU: Allstate___________
Component: All State________

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

OPERATING FY93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 456.6 486.6 486.6 486.6
TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 0 . 0 0 0 0 0
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
EOUTPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND &c STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0
GRANTS. CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 486.6 486.6 486.6 486.6

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE 
FUND SOURCE:

0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of dollars)
GENERAL FUND 0 0 486.6 486.6 4S6.6 486.6
FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER 
FUND SOURCE 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 486.6 486.6 486.6 486.6

POSITIONS
FULL-TIME: 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME: 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY: 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact:. SO

ANALYSIS: (attach a separate page if necessary.
visions of the State.This bill will have no cost to other Political Subdi

Prepared Bv: Garv Bader X / ^
Division: Retirement and Benefits /

Approved by Commissioner Nancv Bear Useral \(V/
Agencv: Department of Administration 1

Phone: 465-4470
Date: February 21.1992

Date: 7  7
Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB & Impacted Agency(ies).
Rev 11/91 Page ]_of 2



S enate  Bill 220
A n aly sis  of Fiscal Im p lica tio n s  to the R etirem en t F u n d s  J

P rep a re d  by D ivision  of R e tirem en t an d  Benefits 
D e p a rtm en t o f A d m in is tra tio n  

F eb ru ary  21 ,1992

A nalysis: This bill is in te n d e d  to in c lu d e  P ub lic  E m p loyees ' R etirem en t System  (PERS) m em bers 
w ho  serve as em p lo y ees  of a s ta te  re s id en tia l p sych ia tric  facility u n d e r  "Peace 
O ffice /F irefigh ter"  coverage. T hey are  cu rre n tly  covered  u n d e r  the "All O ther" category . 
W e have a ssu m ed  th a t this bill w ill increase  the  "Peace O ffice r/F ire fig h te r"  p a rtic ip a tio n  
an d  decrease the  "All O ther" p a rtic ip a tio n  in  PERS by  440 m em bers.

This bill is e s tim ated  to  increase the  s ta te  FY 95 PERS co n trib u tio n  ra te  by  .08%. T he s ta te  
p ay ro ll is e stim ated  to be  $608,286,654 in  FY 95 a n d  rem ain  stab le  each  y ear thereafter.

The s ta te  cost o f $486.6 is ca lcu la ted  as follow s:

S tate  FY 95 payro ll $ 608,286,654 
Increase  in PERS ra te  X .08%

TO T A L FY 95 STA TE C O S T ........................................ $ 486.6

This bill w ill increase  the PERS accrued  liab ilities by  $3 m illion  a n d  re su lt in  a decrease  of 
.01% in  the  fu n d in g  ra tio  of the PERS fu n d .

Pa g e  2 of 2



R E P O R T  T O  S E N A T E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E
b y

C u r t i s  W. Y o u n g  
2/26/92

T h r o u g h o u t  m y  r e p o r t  I s h a l l  r e f e r  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  to a s t u d y

w h i c h  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  b y  R o b e r t a  H e l m u t h ,  RN, Ed. C o o r d i n a t o r  a n d

H e a t h e r  M c C r a c k e n ,  RN, o f  A l a s k a  P s y c h i a t r i c  I n s t i t u t e  (API).

T h e  s t u d y  c o v e r s  t h e  p e r i o d  M a r c h  1, 1 9 8 7  t h r o u g h  F e b r u a r y  28, 

1 9 8 9  a n d  g i v e s  a c t u a l  s t a t i s t i c s  w h i c h  w i l l  s h o w  t h e  n e e d  for t h e  

p a s s a g e  o f  S B  220. T h i s  s t u d y  w i l l  b e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to a l l  

i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  a n d  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  of t h i s  r e p o r t  s h a l l  be 

r e f e r r e d  to as t h e  A P I  S t u d y .

N u r s i n g  is o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  w a y s  t o  e a r n  a l i v i n g ,

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  B u r e a u  of L a b o r  S t a t i s t i c s .  I t s  m o s t  r e c e n t  

s u r v e y  of w o r k p l a c e  i n j u r i e s  f o u n d  t h a t  n i n e  

i n d u s t r i e s — h o s p i t a l s  a n d  n u r s i n g  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  a m o n g  t h e m -  

r e p o r t e d  at l e a s t  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l  i n j u r i e s  in 1 9 8 9 .

A c c o r d i n g  to t h e  A P I  S t u d y  u n d e r  F i n d i n g s ,  in t h e  p e r i o d  M a r c h  1, 

1 9 8 7  t h r o u g h  F e b r u a r y  28, 1989, a p e r i o d  of 24 m o n t h s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  

1 3 9 7  r e p o r t s  o f  p a t i e n t  a s s a u l t s  o n  s t a f f .  S i x t e e n  of the 

r e p o r t s  w e r e  d r o p p e d  f r o m  the e x a m p l e  as i n v a l i d  d u e  to 

i n c o m p l e t e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Of t h e  1 3 8 1  r e m a i n i n g  a s s a u l t s ,  11 4 7  h a d  

no s t a f f  i n j u r y  r e p o r t e d .  S t a f f  i n j u r i e s  o c c u r e d  in 234 or 17 

p e r c e n t  of t h e  a s s a u l t s .  T h e s e  i n j u r i e s  r a n g e d  f r o m  s c r a t c h e s  to 

d i s l o c a t e d  s h o u l d e r s  a n d  c o n c u s s i o n s .

In a p s y c h i a t r i c  f a c i l i t y  s u c h  as API, the d i r e c t  c a r e  n u r s i n g  

s t a f f ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  RNs, L P N s , a n d  P N A s , a r e  s p e c i a l l y  t r a i n e d  

to d e a l  w i t h  a s s a u l t i v e  b e h a v i o r .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  

s p e c i a l l y  s a l a r i e d  s i n c e  the c o n c e n s u s  of o p i n i o n  a p p e a r s  to be 

t h a t  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a s s a u l t i v e  b e h a v i o r  is p a r t  o f  t h e i r  a c c e p t e d  

d u t i e s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  the l a c k  of a d e q u a t e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  for 

h a z a r d o u s  d u t i e s  r e s u l t s  in a l a r g e  t u r n o v e r  in t h e  d i r e c t  c a r e  

n u r s i n g  s t a f f ,  w h i c h  in tu r n  c o n t r i b u t e s  to t h e  h i g h  i n c i d e n c e  of 

i n j u r y  b e c a u s e  n e w  s t a f f  a r e  not a l w a y s  a d e q u a t e l y  t r a i n e d  or 

e x p e r i e n c e d  in d e a l i n g  w i t h  v i o l e n t  p a t i e n t s .  A P I ' s  A n n u a l  

R e p o r t s  of N e w  H i r e s  f r o m  1986 t h r o u g h  1 9 9 1  s h o w  t h a t  o v e r  50 

p e r c e n t  of the t u r n o v e r s  for e a c h  y e a r  w e r e  in N u r s i n g .



A n o t h e r  f a c t o r  w h i c h  c o n t r i b u t e s  to p a t i e n t  a s s u a l t s  o n  s t a f f  is 

t h e  B i l l  o f  P a t i e n t s '  R i g h t s  w h i c h  e n t i t l e s  a p a t i e n t  to r e f u s e  

m e d i c a t i o n .  A c c o r d i n g  to T a b l e  V  o f  t h e  A P I  S t u d y ,  22 p e r c e n t  of 

a t o t a l  o f  2 3 4  a s s a u l t o r s  h a d  n o  m e d i c a t i o n s  o r d e r e d ,  25 p e r c e n t  

w e r e  r e f u s i n g  o r d e r e d  m e d i c a t i o n s  f o r  a t o t a l  o f  47 p e r c e n t  of 

t h e  a s s a u l t o r s  w h o  w e r e  n o t  r e c e i v i n g  m e d i c a t i o n s .  P a t i e n t s  

s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  S c h i z o p h r e n i c  d i s o r d e r s  a r e  t h e  m o s t  l i k e l y  to 

a s s a u l t  s t a f f ;  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e y  a r e  a l s o  t h e  m o s t  l i k e l y  to 

r e f u s e  m e d i c a t i o n  w h i c h  c o u l d  c o n t r o l  t h e  a s s a u l t i v e  b e h a v i o r .

V i o l e n c e  e x i s t s  in p s y c h i a t r i c  s e t t i n g s ,  a n d  d i r e c t  c a r e  s t a f f  

a r e  r o u t i n e l y  e x p o s e d  to p a t i e n t  v i o l e n c e  a n d  t h r e a t s  of 

v i o l e n c e .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f t e n  h a s  f a r - r e a c h i n g  

c o n s e q u e n c e s  as w e l l .  T h e r e  is t h e  s t r e s s  c a u s e d  by t h e  

k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  be a s s a u l t e d  a t  a n y  t i m e  a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

o n c e  a s t a f f  m e m b e r  h a s  b e e n  a s s a u l t e d  t h e r e  is a t e n d e n c y  to try 

to m i n i m i z e  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  r e a c t i o n s  t o  t h e  a s s a u l t .  W h e n  t h i s  

o c c u r s ,  v i c t i m s  m a y  n o t  r e s o l v e  the p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i m p a c t  of the 

a s s a u l t  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  p e r s o n a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  m a y  r e s u l t .  

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  v i c t i m  m a y  e x h i b i t  d e c r e a s e d  w o r k  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  

i n t e r a c t i o n a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  c o - w o r k e r s ,  a d e s i r e  for a job 

c h a n g e ,  or f a m i l y  a n d  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s .

A n o t h e r  s t r e s s  c a u s i n g  f a c t o r  is t h e  d a i l y  e x p o s u r e  to H e p a t i t i s  

B, HIV, S t a p h  i n f e c t i o n s ,  etc. S t a f f  a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  at r i s k  of 

b e c o m i n g  i n f e c t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d / o r  c a r r y i n g  t h e  i n f e c t i o n  h o m e  

to t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .

A c c o r d i n g  to t h e  A P I  S t u d y ,  u n d e r  R e l a t e d  F a c t o r s ,  t h e  q u a r t e r l y  

f i g u r e s  f r o m  1 9 8 7  a n d  88 s h o w  a s t e a d y  a n d  m a r k e d  i n c r e a s e  in 

s t a f f  i n j u r i e s .  A l s o ,  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  h o s p i t a l  p o l i c y ,  n o n e  

of the r e c o r d s  ( e x c e p t  c h a r t s  o n  t h e  u n i t s )  w e r e  f l a g g e d  in a n y  

m a n n e r  to a l e r t  the c a r e g i v e r  to a h i s t o r y  o f  a s s a u l t i v e  

b e h a v i o r .  It w a s  f o u n d  t h a t  54 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a s s a u l t o r s  h a d  a 

h i s t o r y  of p r e v i o u s  a s s a u l t s .



It is c l e a r  th a t  u n d e r  the d e s c r i b e d  c o n d i t i o n s  it is no s u r p r i s e  

th a t  t h e r e  is a l a r g e  t u r n o v e r  in staff, g i v e n  the fact that 

t h e r e  is no r e a l  i n c e n t i v e  to e n t i c e  t h e s e  p e o p l e  to remain on 

the job. C e r t a i n l y  the w a g e s  t h e s e  p e o p l e  r e c e i v e  do not justify 

r e m a i n i n g  in a p o s i t i o n  w h e r e  th e y  a r e  e x p o s e d  to v i o l e n c e  on a 

d a i l y  basis. In fact, m o s t  d i r e c t  c a r e  s t a f f  d o  not r e c e i v e  as 

high a w a g e  as do j a n i t o r i a l  and d i e t a r y  staff. SB  220 w o uld at 

l e a s t  p r o v i d e  some r e w a r d  to t h o s e  d e d i c a t e d  e n o u g h  to remain in 

a d a n g e r o u s  job s i t u a t i o n  long e n o u g h  to r e t i r e .

T h e r e  c a n  be no a r g u m e n t  that e m p l o y e e s  of a s t a t e  r e s i d e n t i a l  

p s y c h i a t r i c  f a c i l i t y  d e s e r v e  to be g r a n t e d  s t a t u s  as peace 

o f f i c e r s  u n d e r  the p u b l i c  emp l o y e e s '  r e t i r e m e n t  s y s tem, given the 

type of w o r k  they p e r f o r m  and the h a z a r d s  t h e y  fa c e  on a d a i l y  

b a s i s .
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A STUDY OF STAFF IN JU R IES AT THE ALASKA PSYCHIATRIC INSTITUTEI by R o b e r t a  Helmuth, RN, BA 
and H e a t h e r  M c C r a c k e n ,  RN, BA I

In r e c e n t  m o n t h s  n u m e r o u s  n u r s i n g  s t a f f  h a v e  been a s s a u l t e d  by 
p~.-.ients r e s u l t i n g  in i n j u r i e s  r e q u i r i n g  t i m e  off work. T h e  
r i s i n g  n u m b e r  a n d  s e v e r i t y  of s t aff i n j u r i e s  was n o t e d  by n u r s i n g  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and r e f e r r e d  to the N u r s i n g  Q u a l i t y  A s s u r a n c e  
C o m m i t t e e  for review. T h e  c o m m i t t e e  c o n c u r r e d  w i t h  a p r o p o s a l  to 
r e s e a r c h  the p r o b l e m  u t i l i z i n g  an a u d i t  p r o c e s s .  N u r s i n g  E d u c a t i o n  
s t a f f  d e s i g n e d  an a u d i t  t o o l  and i m p l e m e n t e d  the p r o j e c t .  ^

D u e  to the u r g e n t  n e e d  for the r e s u l t s  of t h e  r e s e a r c h ,  the N u r s i n g  
D i r e c t o r  a s s i g n e d  o n e  s t aff m e m b e r  f r o m  N u r s i n g  E d u c a t i o n  to w o r k  
full t i m e  on g a t h e r i n g  the a u d i t  d a t a  to e n a b l e  r a p i d  g e n e r a t i o n  of 
a r e p o r t  f r o m  the data.

Ms. H e l m u t h  is E d u c a t i o n  C o o r d i n a t o r ,  and Ms. M c C r a c k e n  is a 
N u r s i n g  I n s t r u c t o r  a t  the Al a s k a  P s y c h i a t r i c  Ins t i t u t e ,  2900 
P r o v i d e n c e  Drive, A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99508.

All d a t a  not o t h e r w i s e  c r e d i t e d  was r e t r i e v e d  by an a u d i t  of 
r e c o r d s  of p a t i e n t s  w h o  a s s a u l t e d  s t a f f  d u r i n g  the a u d i t  p e r iod,
M a r c h  '87 - F e b r u a r y  '89. The d a t a  w i l l  b e  p r e s e n t e d  for p u b l i c a t i o n  

e l s e w h e r e .
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FINDINGS
In the p e r i o d  M a r c h  1, 1987 thro u g h  F e b r u a r y  28, 1989 t here were 
1397 r e p o r t s  of p a t i e n t  as s a u l t s  on staff. S i x t e e n  (16) of the 
[reports w e r e  d r o p p e d  from the sa m p l e  as i n v a l i d  d u e  to i n c o m p l e t e  
. n f o r m a t i o n .  Of the 1381 remaining a s s a u l t s ,  11 4 7  had no staff 
.niury r e p o r t e d .  S t a f f  injuries o c c u r r e d  in 234 (17%) of the 

las s a u l t s .  T h e s e  i n j u r i e s  ranged from s c r a t c h e s  to d i s l o c a t e d  s h o u l d e r s  
a n d  c o n c u s s i o n s .

A m o n t h  by  m o n t h  c o m p a r i s o n  of i n c i d e n c e  of i n j u r y  to p a t i e n t  c e n s u s  
d i d  n o t  d e m o n s t r a t e  a n y  c o r r e l a t i o n  in t h e s e  t w o  factors. (Table I)

TABLE I

r :. , j.

MONTH INJURIES MONTHLY CENSUS

3/87 9 128
4/87 9 137
5/87 7 153
6/87 9 137
7/87 8 125
8/87 12 121
9/87 6 121

10/87 o 120
11/87 6 118
12/87 12 1191/88 5 1192/88 17 120
3/88 9 127
4/88 • 7 131
5/88 12 1196/88 8 125
7/88 16 1348/88 11 131
9/88 9 12410/88 5 11511/88 19 11512/88 12 114
1/89 11 129
2/89 15 114
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A b r e a k d o w n  of a s s a u l t s  by p a t i e n t  u n i t  was d o n e . ( T a b l e  II) 

TABLE II

TOtal Assaults with Assaults without
UNIT Assaults Injury Injury

Third 106 18 88
AAU 156 27 129

PSU 368 78 290

DTO 386 46 340

STP 31 6 25

ICP 102 20 82

YTP 232 39 193

T a b l e  III d a t a  w a s  r e t r i e v e d  f r o m  M e d i c a l  R e c o r d  D e p a r t m e n t s  a n n u a l  
r e p o r t s  a n d  d e t a i l s  the a v e r a g e  d a i l y  c e n s u s  p e r  u n i t  a n d  % of bed 
o c c u p a n c y  on t h e  u nit. T a b l e  III d a t a  c o v e r s  FY '8 8 , t h e  o n l y  
c o m p l e t e  f i s c a l  y e a r  w i t h i n  the a u d i t  p e r i h a t  l i m i t e d  

t i m e  frame-

Average census Bed % of
UNIT F Y '88 Capacity Capacity

Third 32 48 66.6
AAU 14 16 87.5

PSU 8 14 57.1

DTO 22 24 91.6

STP 17 20 85.0

ICP 17 20 85.0

YTP 13 32 40.6
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T a b l e  IV s h o w s  a b r e a k d o w n  of the P r i m a r y  d i a g n o s i s  , per D S M - I I I - R  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  of p a t i e n t s  c o m m i t t i n g  a s saults r e s u l t i n g  in s t a f f  
i n j u r i e s .  It is s i g n i f i c a n t  to n o t e  that 70.1% of t h e s e  people^ 
f a l l  i n t o  three (3) b r o a d  c a t e g o r i e s :  Schi z o p h r e n i a ,  P s y c h o t i c  D i s o r d e r s  
n o t  e l s e w h e r e  c l a s s i f i e d ,  a n d  M o o d  Disorders. T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  the 
m a j o r i t y  of t h e s e  three (3 ) c a t e g o r i e s  have been s u c c e s s f u l l y  t r e a t e d /  

c o n t r o l l e d  w i t h  m e d i c a t i o n s .

TABLE IV
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T a b l e  V is a b r e a k d o w n  of a s s a u l t o r s  by D S M - I I I - R  d i a g n o s t i c  c a t e g o r i e s  
T h i s  t a b l e  i d e n t i f i e s  h o w  ma n y  p a t i e n t s  in e a c h  c a t e g o r y  h a d  no 
p s y c h o t r o p i c  m e d i c a t i o n s  ordered, h o w  m a n y  w e r e  r e f u s i n g  o r d e r e d  
m e d i c a t i o n s  a n d  the per cat e g o r y  p e r c e n t a g e  n o t  on m e d i c a t i o n .

TABLE V

Number

DSM-III-R Categories

Total 
number 

of Patients

with no 
Psychotropics 

Ordered
Number

Refusing

Total 
% not on 

Medication

Schizophrenic Disorders 97 14 26 41%

Psychotic Disorders 23 4 4 35%

Mood Disorders 44 9 17 59%

Organic Mental Disorders 36 5 7 33%

Developmental Disorders 23 8 5 57%

Psychoactive Substance Use 7 7 0 100%
Personality Disorders 2 2 0 100%
Adjustment Disorders 2 2 0 100%

In s u m m a t i o n ,  22% of t h e  total 234 a s s a u l t o r s  h a d  no m e d i c a t i o n s
o r d e r e d ,  25% w e r e  r e f u s i n g  o r d e r e d  m e d i c a t i o n s  for a t o t a l  of 47% o f
t h e  a s s a u l t o r s  w h o  w e r e  not r e c e i v i n g  m e d i c a t i o n s .  In the r e v i e w  
of d i a g n o s t i c  c a t e g o r i e s ,  34 p a t i e n t s  ( i n c l u d i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  
d i s o r d e r s ,  p s y c h o a c t i v e  s u b s t a n c e  u s e  d i s o r d e r s ,  p e r s o n a l i t y  d i s o r d e r s ,  
a n d  a d j u s t m e n t  d i s o r d e r s ) ,  m a y  or  m a y  n o t  be  a p p r o p r i a t e  for m e d i c a t i o n  
d e p e n d i n g  u p o n  p h y s i c i a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  c i r c u m­
s t a n c e s .  K e e p i n g  in m i n d  tne 34 p a t i e n t s  r e p r e s e n t  1 4 . 3 %  of the 234
a s s a u l t o r s ,  t h e r e  r e m a i n s  32.5% of  t h e  a s s a u l t o r s  in t h i s  r e v i e w  w h o
f a l l  i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  t r e a t e d  by m e d i c a t i o n s .  T h i s  
s e a m e n t  e i t h e r  h a d  no m e d i c a t i o n  o r d e r e d  o r  w e r e  r e f u s i n g  o r d e r e d  
m e d i c a t i o n .
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«

R E L A T E D  F A C T O R S

R i s k  M a n a g e m e n t  d a t a  r e g a r d i n g  s t a f f  i n juries w a s  r e v i e w e d .  The 
q u a r t e r l y  f i g u r e s  from '87 and '88 s h o w  a s t e a d y  a n d  m a r k e d  i n c r e a s e  
s i n c e  the f o u r t h  q u a r t e r  of 1987, c o r r o b o r a t i n g  o u r  d a t a .

A l l  API n u r s i n g  s t a f f  h a v e  been t r a i n e d  in the M a n d t  s y s t e m  s i n c e  
1979. T h e  f o c u s  of the s y s t e m  is p r e v e n t i o n  and d e - e s c a l a t i o n  
u t i l i z i n g  v e r b a l  s k i l l s  p r i o r  to u s i n g  p h y s i c a l  t e c h n i q u e s .  It 
p r e p a r e s  s t a f f  t o  use v e r b a l  and p h y s i c a l  s k i l l s  in s i t u a t i o n s  
r e q u i r i n g  i n t e r v e n t i o n .

[n a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  h o s p i t a l  policy, none of the r e c o r d s  ( e x c e p t  
c h a r t s  o n  t h e  u n i t )  w e r e  f l a g g e d  in any m a n n e r  to a l e r t  t h e  c a r e  
g i v e r  to a h i s t o r y  of a s s a u l t i v e  b e h a vior. W e  d e f i n e d  " h i s t o r y  of 
a s s a u l t i v e  b e h a v i o r "  for the p u r p o s e s  of this r e s e a r c h  as m o r e  
t h a n  o n e  a s s a u l t .  It w a s  found t h a t  54% of the a s s a u l t o r s  had a 
h i s t o r y  of p r e v i o u s  a s s a u l t s .

W h i l e  c o m p i l i n g  v a r i o u s  sets of s t a t i s t i c s  it w a s  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  
t h r e e  (3) p a t i e n t s  a c c o u n t e d  for 46 (19.7%) of t h e  i n j u r i e s .  In 
t h e  i n t e r e s t  of p r e v e n t i o n  a m e m o  of 4 / 1 8 / 8 9  as f o r w a r d e d  to you 
p r i o r  t o  r e p o r t  c o m p l e t i o n .

T h e  r e s e a r c h e r ' s  a t t e m p t s  to c o r r e l a t e  r e p o r t s  o f  i n j u r y  w i t h  
w o r k m e n ' s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f i l i n g s  w e r e  u n s u c c e s s f u l .
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PERSONNEL HKFOKTNUMBER OF ' s : 304 NOVH-UiER U ,  1990
NUI IHHR OK FULL-TIID: EQUIVALENTS: 292

Medical Staff

Ancillary Services

Nursing Services

UN's
liPN's
L’UA's
Clerical

Numlxir
__par_s

11

4

1_G_4_

7 :?(*)
3

83
6

Part-Time b 
Seasonal

1

1

20

Nunbir
FTE's

10.5

3.5

154

St.cial S .t v  ices

r.sycho 1 cgy
Forons Lcs

Activity Therapy

SUPPORTING ̂ h v i c i:e :

Administration (Includes Volunteer 
Services Coordinator and Cliaplain)

Medical Records

Maintenance

lloucekeopincj
Business Office:

D ie ta ry
Supply

TWAINS

9

7

4

10

14

11

14

9

21

4

304

3 

0 
17 
_ 0_

0

0

C

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

24

70.5 
3

74.5

_A_
9

4

10

13

11

14

72
9

21

4

292

Vacancies

4

1

 4

1
0
1
0

1

1

(J

1

1

1

0

0

20
(FID's 18)

Includes 2 Mental Health Clinician II positions with nursing specialty.

Presently there .ire 2 non-penns. w r k i n y  in Maintenance which ai.e not indicated 
on thin report.

JG/bj/HMISC4 4152
r. 11/1/90 
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M E M O R A N D U M S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

TO

FROM

Curtis Young d a t e : March 18, 1991
PNA

FILE NO:

fs. . TELEPHONE NO

Donna C. Todtenhagen (3 subject. Requested statistics
Admin Supoort Tech

Following are that statistics you requested for calendar years 1988, 1989 and 1990:

1990 198b 1988

Ainissions 834 979 1074

Discharges 833 1004 1069

Assaults 647 897 591

Locked quiet roan 742 860 639

Restraints 356 526 290

cc: Reta J. Sullivan, ART
Medical Record Administrator

( R»w.]jQ/TQi
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j -  - M t M U H A I N U U M s t a t e  o t  A l a s k a

To: A1 Finneseth 
Administrator

date: January 24, 1991

FILE NO:

TELEPHONE NO:

THRU: subject. Wor'cmen's Compensation 
Report, 1990

from: Jim Gordon

Administrative Assistant I

Calendar year 1986 1987 _1_988 1909 1990

Ttatal Days Lost
Due to Injury 210.9 258.73 448.6 803.1 319.2

Total Days Lost Due to
Non-Patient Injury 93.5 84 353.7 593.7 84.G

Total Days Lost Due %
to Patient-Connected
Injury 117.4 174.73 94.9 209.4 234.6

For the calendar year 1990, API had a total of 2394 hours lost from work due to 
injuries.

There were 10G incidents reported, 3G involving lost time (12 of which resulted 
frcm a combative patient).

There were 70 incidents filed which did not result in any lost Limn, of these 32 
v«re small abrasions and bumps suffered while subduing patients.

There were five staff injuries resulting in more than 150 hours away frcm t±_ 
job. Three wore the result of combative or uncooperative patients. One was the 
result of a fall in gym activities. One was a recLirring hand injury that re­
quired surgery.

Additionally, there wore 412 hours carried over as a result of prior year in­
juries that were not included in this report.

JG/ojb/MISC33/5024

r. & t. 1/25/91

0JO0l(FW» M5)
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Rc;x)rts Involving No Lost Tiire

Lifting............   6
Walking.................................... 2

In Hospital............. 1
On Grounds.............. 1

Gym Activities............................ 7

Responding to Aide. Ca 11s ................. 4

Miscellaneous............................ 19

Combative Patients...................... 32

TOTAL.........70

Reports _Ir /olving Lost Time

Lifting.................................... 5
Walking.................................... 6

In Hospital............. 1
On Grounds.............. 5

Gym Activities............................ 4
Responding to Aide Calls................. 2
Miscellaneous............................. 7
Combative Patients...................... 12

TOTAL.........36

JG/ojb/MISC33/5024 

r. & t. 1/25/91

1 9 9 0
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API A N N U A L  R E P O R T  
N e w  H i r e s

T O T A L N U R S I N G

1991
19 9 0
1 9 8 9
19 8 8
1987
19 8 6

95
100
120
126
171
94

61
59
82
65

109
48

N U M B E R
P C N ' s 304 164

N O T E : O v e r  50 p e r c e n t  n e w  h i r e s  o c c u r e d  in N u r s i n g .
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