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SENATE BILL NO. 143

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE SENATE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

Introduced: 2/25/91
Referred: Finance
Funding Information: General Fun l $35,000,000

Other Funds -0-_____
$35,000,000

7-GS0078.A

A BILL i

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
4

1 "An Act making a special appropriation to the Department of Transportation and Public

2 Facilities for a local roads transfer program; and providing for an effective date."

i
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

I

4 * Section 1. The sum of $35,000,000 is appropriated from the general fund to the Department of
i

5 Transportation and Public Facilities for a local roads transfer program. J

6 * Sec. 2. The appropriation made by sec. 1 of this Act is for a capital project and is subject to '

7 AS 37.25.020.
i

8 * Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.10.070(c). '
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February 25, 1991

The Honorable Richard I. Eliason 
President of the Senate 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear President Eliason:

Under the authority of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the Alaska 
Constitution, I am transmitting a bill making a special 
appropriation to the Department of Transportation and Puolic 
Facilities for a local roads transfer program.

In 1988 a task force comprised of local government and department 
of Transportation and Public Facilities officials recommended the 
transfer of local roads from the state to local governments.
This recommendation, reflected in the task force’s report 
entitled "Crossroads", was in accordance with the constitutional 
obligations of the state and local governments.

Currently the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
provides routine maintenance of routes which are of a local 
nature. This appropriation will enable the department to begin 
the process of transferring responsibility for maintenance of 
approximately 1800 centerline miles of highway to local 
communities. For those communities which agree to assume this 
responsibility, this funding will enable the local government to 
perform the necessary deferred maintenance, improvements and 
routine maintenance of its routes.

This appropriation provides the first phase of funding to -emove 
the state from maintenance of local routes. The level of funding 
I proposed in the department's FY 92 operating budget assumed 
that approximately one third of the costs for these routes would 
be accepted by local governments. If this does not occur 
immediately, the funds included in this appropriation would also 
be available for use by the department for the routine 
maintenance of routes not accepted by a local government.

I urge your prompt and favorable action on this measure.

Governor




