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FISCAL NOTE
'My.

Revision Date: March 11 f 1991
Title; An Act r e la t in g  to  p e rm its  

f o r  the  hunting  o f  b ison __________

STATE OF ALASKA
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL NO. SB 116

Department Affected: F ish  and Game
BRU: D iv . o f  W i ld l i f e  C onse rva tion
Component: W i ld l i f e  C onse rva tion

Sponsor: S ena to r C o l l in s
Requestor: __________________ COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL 0 1 0_ o 0 0 I 0

REVENUE 0 $ 1 5 .5 $17.9 $20.5 $ 2 3 .6 $27,2

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 "  '0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact: No FY 91 o r  FY92 impact.
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)P ro je c te d  revenue assumes (1) no S p rin g  92 F a re w e ll b ison h u n t, and (2) an annual 15% growth r a t e  in  perm it a p p lic a t io n s  fo r  th e  n e x t few y e a r s , s im ila r  to  th e  lo n g ­term in c r e a s e  in  a p p lic a t io n s  fo r  th e D e lta  Ju n c t io n  b ison  perm it h u n ts .
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7-LS0613VA

SENATE BILL NO. 116

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSIONBY SENATOR COLLINSIntroduced: 2/13/91Referred: Resources and Finance
A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to permits for the hunting of bison; and providing for an effective

2 date."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

4 * Section 1. AS 16.05.346(b) is amended to read

5 (b) The application fee for a drawing permit issued by the department for the hunting of

6 bison [IN THE DELTA JUNCTION BISON RANGE AREA] is $10.

7 * Sec. 2. This Act takes effect January 1, 1992.

S B 0 1 1 6 a -1-
New Tex t U n d e r l i n e d  [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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Official Business

Alaska State Legislature
S e n a t e

SENATOR VIRGINIA COLLINS p o u c h v

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

SPONSOR STATEMENT 

S e n a t e  B i l l  1 1 6

S e n a t e  B i l l  1 1 6 ,  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  p e r m i t s  f o r  t h e  h u n t i n g  
o f  b i s o n ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

U n d e r  c u r r e n t  l a w ,  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f e e  f o r  a  d r a w i n g  p e r m i t  
i s s u e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  f o r  t h e  h u n t i n g  o f  
b i s o n  i n  t h e  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  R a n g e  A r e a  i s  $ 1 0  a n d  t h e  
f e e  i n  b o t h  t h e  F a r e w e l l  a n d  C h i t i n a  h e r d  a r e a s  i s  $ 5 .

T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  t h e  f e e  i n  t h e  F a r e w e l l  a n d  C h i t i n a  
a r e a s  t o  $ 1 0  s o  t h e  f e e  w o u l d  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  f o r  t h e  t h r e e  
a r e a s .

T h e  f e e  i n c r e a s e  w o u l d  a l l o w  f o r  b e t t e r  r a n g e  a n d  h e r d  
m a n a g e m e n t  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  a r e a s .  C u r r e n t  f u n d i n g  i s  
i n a d e q u a t e .  M a n a g e m e n t  i n c l u d e s  p r o v i d i n g  a r e a s  o f  a d e q u a t e  
f o r a g e  f o r  t h e  b i s o n ,  m a k i n g  a e r i a l  s u r v e y s  t o  g a t h e r  h e r d  
d a t a  i n c l u d i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s ,  e q u i p p i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e  h e r d  
w i t h  t r a c k i n g  c o l l a r s ,  a n d  c h e c k i n g  t h e  h e r d  f o r  d i s e a s e .

T h e r e  i s  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  b i s o n  h u n t s .  T h e s e  h u n t s  
a r e  o n e  o f  o n l y  a  f e w  i n  t h e  U . S .  a n d  C a n a d a  a n d  t h e r e  i s  a  
g r o w i n g  d e m a n d  a n d  m a r k e t  f o r  t h e  m e a t .  C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  
A l b e r t a  h e r d  a n d  t h e  Y e l l o w s t o n e  h e r d  i s  e x p e r i e n c i n g  a n  
o u t b r e a k  o f  a  s e r i o u s  d i s e a s e  a n d  m a n y  o f  t h e  a n i m a l s  a r e  
h a v i n g  t o  b e  s l a u g h t e r e d .  A p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  o n  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  
A l a s k a .  A d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g  t o  a l l o w  g o o d  m a n a g e m e n t  i s  
i m p e r a t i v e . *
T h i s  b i l l  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o;!  F i s h  & Game a n d  
t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  i n d i c a t e s  r e v e n u e  i n c r e a s i n g  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  
f i v e  y e a r s .  T h i s  b i l l  i s  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  
M u z z l e  L o a d i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  t h e  M c K i n l e y  M o u n t a i n m e n  M u z z l e  
L o a d i n g  R i f l e  C l u b ,  a n d  M i d n i g h t  S u n  M u z z l e l o a d e r s , I n c .  T h i s  
f e e  i n c r e a s e  w o u l d  b e  e f f e c t i v e  w i t h  t h e  1 9 9 2  h u n t .

Y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  1 1 6  w o u l d  b e  a p p r e c i a t e d .



BISON

S e n a t e  B i l l  1 1 6

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  p e r m i t s  f o r  t h e  h u n t i n g  o f  b i s o n ;  a n d  
p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

C o n t e n t s

a .  S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t
b .  S e n a t e  B i l l  1 1 6
c .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  & Gam e  F i s c a l  N o t e
d .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  & Game P o s i t i o n  P a p e r
e .  A l a s k a  S t a t e  M u z z l e  L o a d i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  l e t t e r
f .  M c K i n l e y  M o u n t a i n m e n  M u z z l e  L o a d i n g  R i f l e  C l u b  l e t t e r
g .  M i d n i g h t  S u n  M u z z l e l o a d e r s ,  I n c .  l e t t e r



D E P A R T M E N T  O F  F IS H  A N D  G A M E  

P O S IT IO N  P A P E R

Bill No: is  116

Sponsor: Senator C o llin s

Division*, 'J i ld l i f e  C onservation

Bill Title: An Act r e la t in g  to perm its for the hunting  of b ison  

Department Position: Support

A pplication  fees fo r c rav in g  hunt perm its fo r b ig  game have been s e t bv the 
L eg isla tu re  a t  $5. In 1985. the a p p lic a tio n  fee fo r the popular bison hunts in 
the D elta Ju n c tio n  area  vere ra ise d  to $10 to provide e x tra  funding to help cover 
b ison  range management c o s ts .  At the time, hunting  o f A laska 's  o ther 2 bison 
herds vas very lim ite d .

This b i l l  would r a is e  the a p p lic a tio n  fee fo r perm it drawing hunts fo r b ison  in 
the C hitina and Farew ell herds and thus equalize  the fee a t  $10, s ta tew ide . The 
number o f a p p lic a tio n s  fo r  the Farewell perm it drawing has grown rap id ly  in  recen t 
y ears , and the hunt i s  h eav ily  oversubscribed  ( in  1990-91 approxim ately 2700 
a p p lica tio n s  fo r  70 p e rm its ) . Hunting of the Copper R iver b ison  herd is  c u rre n tly  
managed by r e g i s t r a t io n  perm it (no a p p lic a tio n  fee is  re q u ire d ) . In the next few 
y ea rs , th a t hunt a lso  w i l l  l ik e ly  become a drawing perm it hunt.

The increase  in  the a p p lic a tio n  fee would provide a modest revenue source to the 
Fish and Game Fund. Although those funds cannot be ded ica ted , sep ara te  accounting 
would allow the departm ent to a l lo c a te  a d d itio n a l funds fo r b ison  range management 
and o th er p ro je c ts  th a t  would b e n e f i t  b ison .

Commissioner’s Signature: ~t f  ” ^  , ___________  Date
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CO RRESPO N D EN CE IN  S U P P O R T  O F SB  1 1 6  FROM:

1 .  ALASKA OUTDOOR C O U N C IL , I N C . 3 / 1 1 / 9 1

2 .  M cK IN L E Y  MOUNTAINMEN M UZZLE 
LO A D IN G  R IF L E  CLUB 2 / 2 2 / 9 0

3 .  ALASKA S T A T E  M UZZLE LO ADING 
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