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N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  
19 9 1  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

April 8, 1991Revision Date:

Title: "...relating to the juridiction of theBRU:
Department Affected:

B IL L  N O . CSSB 101 ('.Tut-i 1

Department of Law

Legal Services

district court and...to hear actions as small Component: 

Sponsor: Senate Judiciary bv Request  *

Operations

Requestor: Senate Judiciary COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

PART-TIME

TEMPORARY

Estimaf of current year impact:.

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.) The committee substitute for SB 101 changes 
the original bill by denying access to the relaxed procedures of small claims court 
if the defendant is the state. This change should eliminate most of the incentive 
for claimants to bring actions in district court cited in our original fiscal note, 
thus maki. g fisĉ adj ncjte ̂ osts^ unnecessary.

7s / o /-I ~JL un­
prepared By: 

Division:

_
Richard I. Pe’gues .//Director

Administrative Seirvi~cei3

Approved by Commissioner: —
Agency: Department of Law

Charles E. Cole.

  Phone:

■ 7 W Da,e: ■

465-3672

Attorney General

April 8. 1991

Date: April 8, 1991

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, R equestor, OMB, & Im pacted A gency(ies).

Rev 10/90 P ag e  _ l __o f ___ L
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

, 1991 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

Bill Version: 3

(S) Publish

1 0  I

Revision Date:___________________________
Title: An Act relating to the jurisdiction
of the district court

Department Affected: 
BRU:
Components:

Alaska Court System 
Trial Courts

Sponsor:
Requestor:

Judiciary

Judiciary C O M P O N E N T  SERIAL NO. 000 | 000 000 | 768

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS & CLAIMS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUNDS 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

No fiscal impact.

r.hangps in ^  S fe  /  oJ ( )
reflect NO FISCAL CHANGE from the original 
fiscal note. This fiscal note inappropriate.

NA/i y 2.1
date Comte Aide (initial)

Prepared by: C. S. Christensen III. Staff Counsel 
Division: Alaska Court System ________________

Phone:
Date:

264-8228
02704/91

Approved by: Arthur H. Snowden, II, Administrative Director J ^ > —7
Agency: Alaska C nnrt fivstam  /  D a t a : /  / 0P/0<Alaska Court System Date: 02/04/91

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative F inance, Legislative S ponsor, R equesto r, OMB, & Im pacted  Agency(ies).

Rev 10/90 P ag e  1 of 1
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IN T H E LEG ISLA TU R E O F TH E STA TE O F A LA SK A  

SEV EN TEEN TH  LEG ISLA TU R E - FIRST SESSIO N

BY T H E  SEN A TE JU D IC IA R Y  C O M M IT T E E

O ffered : 3/29/91
R efe rred : F inance

S p o n so rs ) : SEN A TE JU D IC IA R Y  C O M M IT T E E  BY R E Q U EST

A B IL L

F O R  a N A C T  E N T IT L E D

"A n A ct re la tin g  to  th e  ju r is d ic tio n  o f  th e  d is tr ic t  c o u rt an d  to  the  d is tr ic t  c o u r t ’s ab ility

to h e a r  ac tions as sm all c la im s."

B E  IT  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A SK A :

* S ec tion  1. A S 09.50.250 is am ended to read:

Sec. 09 .50.250. A C T IO N A B L E  C LA IM S A G A IN S T  TH E STA TE. A  person or 

corporation having a contract, quasi-contract, o r tort claim  against the state  m ay bring an action 

against the state [IN T H E  SU PER IO R  CO U R T]. A  person w ho may present the claim  under 

A S 44 .77  m ay not bring  an action under this section except as set out in AS 44.77.040(c). A  

person w ho m ay bring an action under AS 36.30 .560  - 36.30.695 may not bring  an action under 

this section except as set out in A S 36.30.685. H ow ever, an action m ay not be brought under 

this section if  the claim

(1) is an action for tort, and is based upon an act or om ission o f  an em ployee o f 

the state, exercising due care, in the execution o f a statute or regulation, w hether or not the 

statu te or regulation is valid; or is an action for tort, and based upon the exercise or perform ance

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 101 (JUDICIARY)

SBOlOlb -1- CSSB 101 (JUD)
New Text  Underl ined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



1 or the failure to exercise o r perform  a discretionary  function  o: duty on the part o f  a state  agency

2 o r an em ployee o f  the state , w hether o r not the d iscretion involved is abused;

3  (2) is for dam ages caused by the im position  o r estab lishm ent o f  a quarantine by

4 the state;

5 (3) arises out o f  assault, battery , false im prisonm ent, false arrest, m alicious

6 prosecution , abuse o f  process, libel, slander, m isrepresentation , deceit, o r in terference w ith

7 contract rights; o r

8 (4) arises out o f  the use o f  an ignition in terlock  device certified  under

9 A S 33 .05.020(c).

10 * Sec. 2. A S 22.15 .040(a) is am ended to read:

11 (a) W hen a claim  for re lief does not exceed $5,000 exclusive o f  costs, in terest, and

12 attorney fees, and request is so m ade, the district judge  o r m agistra te  shall hear the action as a

13 sm all claim  unless im portan t or unusual points o f  law  are involved o r  u n less  th e  s ta te  is a

14 d e fe n d a n t . The suprem e court shall prescribe the procedural rules and standard  form s to assure

15 sim plicity  and the expeditious hai J l i n g  o f  sm all claim s.

16 * Sec. 3 . A S 22.15 .050  is am ended to read:

17 Sec. 22 .15.050. A C T IO N S N O T  W IT H IN  C IV IL  JU R ISD IC T IO N . T he ju risd ic tion  o f

18 the d istrict courts does not extend to

19 (1) an action in w hich the title to real property  is in question;

20 (2) an action fo r false im prisonm ent, libel, slander, m alic ious prosecution , o r

21 actions o f  an equitable nature* [(] except as o therw ise provided  by law  [), O R A C T IO N S IN

22 W H IC H  T H E  ST A T E  IS A D E FEN D A N T].

CSSB 101(JUD) -2-
New Text Underl ined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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CHARLES S. CHRISTENSEN III
Stall Counsel

3 0 3  K  Street 

A n ch orage, A K  99501 

(9 0 7 ) 2 6 4 -8 2 2 8

^ l a s k a  (Uourt S y s t e m  

. S t a t e  o f  j A l n s l t a  

O F F IC E  O F  A D M IN IS T R A T IV E  D IR E C T O R

April 2, 1991

The Honorable Pat Pourchot 
Co-Chairman, Senate Finance Committee 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Pourchot:

I am writing to request that the Finance Committee schedule a 
hearing on Senate Bill 101, relating to the jurisdiction of the 
district court, at its earliest convenience. This bill was 
introduced at the request of the Alaska Supreme Court.

Current law provides that the superior court has jurisdiction in 
civil cases exceeding $50,000 in value; the district court has 
jurisdiction over claims not exceeding that amount. However, 
current law also requires that all actions against the state be 
brought in superior court, regardless of the size of the claim. 
This has resulted in situations like one wh i c h  took place 
recently in Fairbanks, when the superior court was used to try a 
$2000 claim against the state. Not only is $2000 significantly 
less than the m a x i m u m  amount of the district court's 
jurisdiction, it is significantly less than the maximum amount of 
a small claims case ($5,000).

This restriction on district court jurisdiction was enacted at 
the time of statehood, when district court judges were not 
required to be attorneys. The prevailing view was that cases in 
which the state was a defendant should not be decided by a court 
presided over by a person who was not learned in the law. Today, 
however, this distinction is an anachronism, since a district 
court judge must be licensed to practice law in Alaska, and is 
subject to the same appointive and retention election processes 
as are judges of the superior court.



T h e  H o n o r a b l e  P a t  P o u r c h o t
A p r i l  2 ,  1 9 9 1
P a g e  2

CSSB 101 (JUD) proposes to treat the state 1 any other 
defendant, by making it subject to the jurist ;.r;J,ion of the 
district court when the matter in controversy not exceed
$50,000. One exception to such jurisdiction would remain: the 
state would not be subject to small claims procedures in cases 
under $5,000, but would always have the benefit of formal rules.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or 
c o m m e n t s .

Very truly yours,

C. S. Christensen III 
Staff Counsel



P R O F I L E  O F  T H E  A L A S K A  C O U R T  S Y S T E M

J U L Y  1 , 1989 -  JU N E  3 0 , 1990 
F is c a l Y e a r 1990

I N T R O D U C T I O N

T h e r e  a r e  f o u r  le v e ls  o f  
c o u r t s  in  t h e  A la s k a  C o u r t 
S y s te m , e a c h  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  
p o w e r s , d u t ie s  a n d  r e s p o n ­
s i b i l i t i e s .  A la s k a  h a s  n o 
c i t y ,  c o u n t y  o r  b o r o u g h  
c o u r t s .

T h e  f o u r  le v e ls  o f c o u r t s  in  
th e  A la s k a  C o u r t S y s te m  
a r e  th e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t ,  th e  
c o u r t  o f  a p p e a ls , t h e  s u p e ­
r i o r  c o u r t  a n d  th e  d i s t r i c t  
c o u r t .  T h e  s u p re m e  c o u r t  
a n d  th e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  w e re

e s t a b l i s h e d  in  th e  A la s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h e  d i s t r i c t  
c o u r t  w a s e s ta b l i s h e d  b y  
s ta te  s t a t u t e  in  1959 a n d  
th e  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a ls  w a s 
e s ta b l i s h e d  b y  s ta t e  s t a t u t e  
in  1 9 8 0 . J u r i s d i c t i o n  a n d  
o t h e r  a re a s  o f  t h e  ju d i c i a l 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  e a c h  le v e l 
o f  c o u r t  a r e  s e t o u t in  T i t l e  
22 o f  th e  A la s k a  S t a t u t e s .

T h e  c h i e f  ju s t i c e  o f  t h e  
A la s k a  S u p re m e  C o u r t  is  
th e  a d m in is t r a t i v e  h e a d  o f

t h e  A la s k a  C o u r t S y s te m . 
A n  a d m in is t r a t i v e  d i r e c t o r  
is  a p p o in t e d  b y  th e  c h ie f  
ju s t i c e  w i t h  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f 
t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t .  T h e  
d i r e c t o r  s u p e r v i s e s  th e  
a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  a l l c o u r t s  
in  t h e  s t a t e .

R u le s  g o v e r n in g  th e  a d m in ­
i s t r a t i o n  o f  a l l c o u r t s  a n d  
th e  r u le s  o f  p r a c t i c e  a n d  
p r o c e d u r e  f o r  c i v i l  a n d  
c r im in a l c a s e s a r e  p r o m u l ­
g a te d  b y  th e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t .

12nd J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t
Point Hop*

Pt. Yukon

Clennille'i
Anchorage falaer

Ikegwayirdova
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t ldov la \Hoonah-fcJ\UvtjZKake
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A L A S K A  C O U R T  S Y S T E M  F A C T  S H E E T

(Information as of June 30, 1990)

FISCAL YEAR: July 1 ■ June 30

Geographical area seived: 566,000 square miles

Number of Judges: 5 supreme court justices
3 court of appeals judges 
30 superior court judges 
17 district court judges
43 magistrates

Number of court locations:
15 combined superior and district court locations
44 district courts only (judge and/or magistrate)

Total number of permanent full-time court employees: 609 

6 largest trial courts (by number of permanent full-time employees):
Anchorage: 206
Fairbanks: 84
Juneau: 24
Palmer: 18
Ketchikan: 17
Kenai: 15

BUDGET

FY 1990 court system annual budget: $38,909,900 

Percentage decrease over FY 1989 annual budget: 1.6% 

Percentage of FY 1990 annual state general fund budget: 1.4%

CASELOAD

Number of Cases Filed and Decided in FY 1990

#of Cases % Change #of Cases % Change
Court FILED From FY 89 DECIDED from FY 89

Supreme Court 578 -  3% 584 + 8%
Appeals Court 490 + 5% 451 -- 7%
Superior Court 18,769 -  1% 19,179 + 9%
District Court 102,319 -11% 114,465 + 4%

2



A L A S K A  C O U R T  S Y S T E M  O R G A N I Z A T I O N
I

Alaska has a unified, centrally administered, and totally state funded judicial system. 
Municipal governments do not maintain a separate court system.

3



f t

DISTRICT C O U R T  JURISDICTION f t

A district court judge may:
f t

- hear S T A T E  M I S D E M E A N O R S  and violations of CITY A N D  
B O R O U G H  O R D I N A N C E S f t

- issue S U M M O N S E S ,  A R R E S T  W A R R A N T S  and S E A R C H  
W A R R A N T S 1

_ hear first appearances and PRELIMINARY H E A R I N G S  in
felony cases

1
_ issue A B S E N T E E  B A L L O T S  and record VITAL STATISTICS

(in some areas of the state)
|

- serve as C O R O N E R ,  hold inquests and act as temporary 
caretaker of property of deceased persons

•

- hear CIVIL CA S E S  valued up to $50,000
■

- hear S M A L L  CLAIMS cases ($5,000 maximum)
* %

|

- handle cases involving C H I L D R E N  on an emergency basis

- hear D O M E S T I C  V I O L E N C E  cases 1

A

D I S T R I C T  C O U R T  J U D G E S

1

1

F I R S T  J U D I C I A L  D I S T R I C T  ■

I

I 

I

I 

I



T A B L E  I 

A L A S K A  T R I A L  C O U R T S  C A S E L O A D  S U M M A R Y  F Y  90 

7/1/89-6/30/90

!

I

I

\

I

1

I

I

I

i
i

I

Superior Courts District Courts TOTALS

%Of
s.c.

Non
Traffic Traffic TOTAL

%of
D.C.

%0f
Total Statewide

C O U R T Filings Total Filings Filings* RUNGS Total Rllngs Total

Anchorage 10189 54.3% 16865 20908 37773 36.9% 47962 39.6%

Barrow 251 1.3% 416 201 717 .7% 968 .8%

Bethel 589 3.1% 1201 310 1511 1.5% 2100 1.7%

Cordova 584 159 743 .7% 743 .6%

Craig 
Delta Jet.

630 219 849 .8% 849 .7%

153 409 562 .5% 562 .5%

Dillingham
Fairbanks

582 62 644 .6% 644 .5%

2425 12.9% 7210 6120 13330 13.0% 15755 13.0%

Glennallen 294 1285 1579 1.5% 1579 1.3%

Healy
Homer

81 893 974 .9% 974 .8%

1095 1920 '3015 2.9% 3015 2.5%

Juneau 1095 5.8% 3099 1865 4964 4.9% 6059 5.0%

Kenai 877 4.7% 1959 4604 6563 6.4% 7440 6.1%

Ketchikan 759 4.0% 2565 1336 3901 3.8% 4660 3.8%

Kodiak 397 2.1% 1250 2507 3763 3.7% 4160 3.4%

Kotzebue 253 1.3% 584 234 818 .8% 1071 .9%

Nome 320 1.7% 419 184 603 .6% 923 .8%

Palmer 904 4.8% 2010 6102 8112 7.9% 9016 7.4%

Petersburg 74 .4% 355 106 461 .5% 535 .4%

Seward 697 1843 2540 2.5% 2540 2.1%

Sitka 335 1.8% 735 1334 2069 2.0% 2404 1.9%

Tok 241 420 661 .6% 661 .5%

Unalaska 370 212 582 .6% 582 .5%

Valdez 212 1.1% 700 783 1483 1.4% 1695 1.4%

Wrangell * 89 .5% 385 185 570 .6% 659 .5%

Subtotal 18,769 100% 44,486 54,301 98,787 96.5% 117,556 97.1%

Lower Volume 
Courts 2,269 1,263 3,532 3.5% 3,532 2.9%

Statewide Totals 18,769 100% 46,755 55,564 102,319 100% 121,088 100%

B Y  J U D I C I A L  DISTRICT

FIRST
SECOND
THIRD
FOURTH

2352
824

12579
3014

12.5%
4.4%
67.0%
16.1%

8347
1622

27140
9346

5211
738

40501
9114

13558
2360
67641
18760

13.3%
2.3%
66.1%
18.3%

15910
3184
60220
21774

13.2%
2.6%
66.2%
17.9%

-Trattlo case disposition* are used as filings In district court.

55
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D I S T R I C T  C O U R T

J u r i s d i c t i o n

In criminal matters, the 
district court has jurisdic­
tion over state misdemeanor 
violations and violations of 
ordinances of political 
subdivisions. District court 
has the authority to hear 
domestic violence cases, 
handle children's proceed­
ings on an emergency
basis, small claims cases 
and has civil jurisdiction up 
to $50,000.

Magistrate posts have been 
created in the smaller, 
generally rural areas of the 
state. They have also been 
established in metropolitan 
areas to handle routine
matters and to ease the 
workload of the district 
court.

In criminal matters, magis­
trates may give judgment of 
conviction upon a plea of 
guilty to any state misde­
meanor, may try state 
misdemeanor cases if the 
defendant waives the right 
to a district court judge, 
and may hear municipal
ordinance violations without 
consent of the accused. 
Magistrates may hear formal 
civil cases and small claims 
cases that involve amounts 
up to a $5,000 maximum. 
Magistrates have emergency 
authority in children's 
matters.

For more information about 
district court and magis­
trate jurisdiction, see 
Profile, supra.

F Y  9 0  C a s e l o a d  

D i s t r i c t  C o u r t

District court statistics are 
separated into two cat­
egories: high and low
volume courts. There are 
26 magistrates in locations 
that are identified as lower 
volume courts.

During FY 90 the statewide 
caseload in district court 
decreased by 11% from FY 
89. Non-traffic case filings 
increased by 2% while the 
traffic caseload decreased 
by 19%. This decrease was 
due in part to implementa­
tion of legislation which 
transferred responsibility 
for processing certain 
uncontested traffic tickets 
from the court system to 
the municipalities.

Table VII summarizes case­
load statistics for district 
court locations in FY 90.

S p e c ia l  N o te :  T ra f f ic  C a e e s

Because traffic citation 
cases are not reported to 
the administrative office 
until final disposition, the 
number of filings for traffic 
matters in a year under­
states the court's actual 
workload. Whenever filing 
data is required to assess 
the overall workload of the 
courts, traffic disposition 
data has been substituted 
for traffic filing data.

m

B

B

m

■

3

*

B

B

B

■

V

*
*

62
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PAR T I. PR O C E E D IN G S  BEFO RE 
D IS T R IC T  JU D G E S  AND 

M A G IST R A T E S

R u l e  1 .  Scope of Rules— Construction.

(a) Scope of Rules.

(1) The procedure in civil actions and proceed­
ings before d istrict judges and  m agistrates shall be 
governed by the rules governing the procedure in the 
superior court to the ex ten t th a t such ru les are 
applicable. ( *

(2) If in any action or proceeding a m agistrate 
finds it im practicable to proceed o r finds h im selfa t a 
disadvantage because o f  the application  o f  any o f  
such rules, he m ay hold the action o r proceeding in 
abeyance, w ithout prejudice to the rights o f  the par­
ties, for further action by a district judge.

(3) The following rules are inapplicable in the ir 
entirety to proceedings before distric t judges and
magistrates:

CIVIL RULE TITLE

Rule 18(b) Jo inder o f  R em edies—
Fraudulent Conveyances.

Rule 27 D eposition Before A ctions o r
Pending Appeal.

Rule 40(c) Visiting Judges. '

Rule 40(d) A pplications for Orders.

Rule 48(b) Instructions: A rgum ent;
R etirem ent o f  Jury.

Rule 57 Declaratory Judgm ents.

Rule 65 Injunctions.

Rule 66 Receivers.

Rule 70 Judgm ent for Specific A cts—
Vesting Title.

Rule 72 'E m inen t D om ain.

Rule 84 Change o f  N am e.

(b) Construction. W here the w ords "c o u rt"  o r  
“judge" are used in these rules, they shall be con­
strued to include a d istrict judge o r a m agistrate, and  
where functions and du ties arc prescribed for the 
clerk, they shall be perform ed by a m agistrate o r a 
clerk.

(Am ended by SCO 540 effective O ctober 1. 1982) 

C ro tt Reference

Amtotiilonx
Cases

Compliance with this rule's requirement th il a notice o f appeal 
contain a statement o f the grounds for appeal is not jurisdictional. 
Cook r. Aurora Motors, Inc.. Op. No. 848. 503 P2d 1046 (Alaska 
1972).

In deciding whether the requirements or district court rules 
requiring a concise statement o f the grounds for appeal should be 
relaxed or dispensed with, a lower court should examine the stan­
dards applied by the Supreme Court in enforcing analogous rules. 
Cook v. Aurora Motors, Inc , Op. No. 848. 503 P2d 1046 (Alaska 
1972).

“ R u l e  2 .  Record of Proceedings— T ranscrip t as
Evidence.

%
There shall be kept an electronic record o f  the 

following:

(1) All contested actions and proceedings had in 
open court unless the parties with the approval o f  the 
judge shall specifically agree to  the contrary; and

(2) Such other proceedings as the ju d g e  m ay 
direct or as may be required by o rder o f  the court o r 
as m ay be requested by any party to the action  or 
proceeding.

R u l e  3 .  Notice of O rders or Judgm ents.

N otice o f the entry o f  an  order o r judgm en t shall 
be given as provided by Civil Rule 73(d). Every 
order and  judgm ent shall include a clerk’s certificate 
o f  d istribution  as defined in Civil Rule 58.1 (d).

(Am ended by SCO 554 effective April 4, 1983)

R u l e  4 . ‘ Assignm ent and H earing of C ases—  
Calendars.

T he assignm ent and calendaring o f  cases in the 
d istrict court shall be as set forth in Civil Rule 40(a), 
o r by such procedures established by the presiding 
judge as will cause all cases to be regularly reviewed 
for placem ent on the trial calendar for dism issal for 
w ant o f  prosecution, o r o ther appropria te  disposi­
tion.

(A m ended by SCO 838 effective August 1. 1987)

R u l e  5 .  Ju ro rs .

T he procedure for the selection, sum m oning and 
im paneling o fju ro rs shall be as provided by statute. 
The procedure for the exam ination  o fju ro rs  shall be 
governed by Civil Rule 47.

Croix References

CROCS REFERENCE: AS 22.15.040 CROSS REFERENCES: AS 09.20.010— AS 09.020.090



e. Fill in the lines at the bottom of the form ajwTsign it Be sure to include title if 
you are answering for a business defendant.iss defendant. y

mx-imx claim (for example: eheck̂ -feceipts, bills),If you have documents supporting-̂ bur claim (for example: ehecks.-i'eceipts, bills), you 
must attach them to the Answar Attach a copy for the court and copy for the plaintiff.

Return the original and,af!e copy of the Answer to the cpdre. Keep one copy for your 
records.

f. Trial Date.

If you fĤ dn SC-3 Answer disagreeing withjfle plaintiffs claim, the court will set the 
matter̂ ror trial and notify you and the plaintiff in writing of the place, date and time 
of the trial.

2. Formal Rules Election. . -
If you want the formal rules of civil procedure to apply to your case instead of the small 
claims rules, you cannot use the SC-3 Answer form provided by the court. Instead you must:

a. file with the court (1) a written request for formal rules and (2) a formal answer to the 
complaint in compliance with Civil Rules 7 through 16, 76 and 77; and

f
b. serve a copy of these documents on the plaintiff; and

e. file with the court proof that the documents were served on the plaintiff.

You must do all this within 20 days after you receive the Summons and Complaint or risk 
. having a default judgment entered against you.

The court does not provide forms for your answer or your request for formal procedure 
The court cannot help you prepare your answer or give you any other assistance once you 
have requested the formal rules. The court will automatically grant your request and send 
you an Order for Formal Procedure If you need assistance, you must contact a lawyer.

D .  C h a n g e  o f  A d d r e s s .

If you charfge your mailing address while the case is pending, you mustjwGfy 
andthffplaintiff The court will consider that you have received alhJowmenti 
at>4ne address you fumished̂ Sfhall Claims Rule 11(d).

both the court 
ents mailed to you

20 Alaska Small Claims Handbook



S e n a t e  J u d ic ia r y  C o m m it te e

March 27, 1991
CX

Senator Kerttula, Co-Chairman 
Senator Pourchot, Co-Chairman 
Senate Finance Committee 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Re: CSSB 101 (Judiciary) Relating to the jurisdiction of the 
district Court

Dear Co-Chairs,

At the direction of the Senate Judiciary Committee I am 
sending you this communication concerning CSSB 101 (Judiciary). 
This bill was heard by Senate Judiciary February 12, February 22 and 
March 26, 1991. The Department of Law was present at the February 
12 hearing.

While it was first thought that the bill would have little or no 
fiscal impact on the Department of Law, we received on March 20, 
1991, a fiscal note for about $700,000 annually. It is the sense of 
the committee that this is not in any way a fair appraisal of the 
fiscal impact of the bill.

Having considered the bill three times, it was passed out of 
committee with the Department of Law fiscal note but subject to 
the concerns expressed herein.

Chair, Senate Judiciary

RH/db
Post O ffice B ox V  • Juneau , A laska 99811



f FISCAL NOTE

R e v i s i o n  D a t e :  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
T i t l e :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e

STATE OF ALASKA
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

c ; No. /

Bill Version: J5  R  / / )  [
(S) Publish Da

D e p a r t m e n t  A f f e c t e d :
B R U :  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w

j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t . "
S p o n s o r :  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

R e q u e s t o r :  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

C o m p o n e n t :  O p e r a t i o n s

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97
P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S 4 8 6 . 9 5 0 1 . 5 5 1 6 . 6 *  5 3 2 . 0 5 4 8 . 0 5 6 4 . 4
T R A V E L 3 2 . 5 3 3 . 5 3 4 . 5 3 5 . 5 3 6 . 6 3 7 . 7
C O N T R A C T U A L 9 9 . 8 1 0 2 . 8 1 0 5 . 9 1 0 9 . 1 1 1 2 . 4 1 1 5 . 8 .
S U P P L I E S 3 7 . 2 3 8 . 3 3 9 . 4 4 0 . 6 4 1 . 8 4 3 . 1
E Q U I P M E N T 5 9 . 5
L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S
G R A N T S ,  C L A I M S
M I S C E L L A N E O U S
TOTAL OPERATING 7 1 5 . 9 6 7 6 . 1 6 9 6 . 3 7 1 7 . 2 7 3 8 . 8 7 6 1 . 0

CAPITAL

REVENUE

F U N D I N G :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

G E N E R A L  F U N D

F E D E R A L  F U N D S
O T H E R  -  I A R 7 1 5 . 9 6 7 6 . 1 6 9 6 . 3 7 1 7 . 2 7 3 8 . 8 7 6 1 . 0
TOTAL

P O S I T I O N S :

F U L L - T I M E 8 8 8 8 8 8
P A R T - T I M E

T E M P O R A R Y

E s t i m a t e  o f  c u r r e n t  y e a r  i m p a c t : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  C h a n g e s  i n  C. S  9 > &  /  o |—  ( )
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- reflect NO FISCAL CHANGE from the original

A N A L Y S I S :  ( A t t a c h  a  s e p a r a t e  p a g e  i f  n e c e s s a r y . )  f i s c a l  n o t e .  T h i s  f i s c a l  n o t e  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e : *

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  a t t a c h e d  a n a l y s i s .  d a l e  C o m t e  W e  ( i n i t i a l )

Agency: Departm en t o f Law__________________________________________ Date: March 19, 1991

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies).



C O N T I N U A T I O N  o f  F I S C A L  N O T E  A N A L Y S I S

For Bill/Resolution No. SB 101

S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 0 1  a m e n d s  A S  0 9 . 5 0 . 2 5 0  a n d  A S  2 2 . 1 5 . 0 5 0  t o  p r o v i d e  
t h a t  a  p e r s o n  o r  a  c o r p o r a t i o n  h a v i n g  a  c o n t r a c t ,  q u a s i - c o n t r a c t ,  o r  t o r t  c l a i m  
a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t e  m a y  b r i n g  a n  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t e  i n  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t .  A t  
t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  c l a i m s  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t e ,  n o t  s e t t l e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  b y  s t a t e  
a g e n c i e s ,  c a n  b e  f i l e d  o n l y  i n  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  
c l a i m .  T h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  n o r m a l l y  o n l y  a d j u d i c a t e s  c l a i m s  t h a t  e x c e e d  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  
T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  a c t  t o  d i r e c t  c l a i m s  o f  u p  t o  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t .  
C l a i m s  t h a t  e x c e e d  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  w o u l d  s t i l l  b e  h e a r d  i n  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  i f  t h e y  w e r e  
n o t  s e t t l e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y .

j
M o s t  c o n t r a c t  c l a i m s  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t e  a r e  h a n d l e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  

b y  t h e  c o n t r a c t  r e m e d y  p r o c e s s  p r o v i d e d  i n  A S  3 6 . 3 0 . 5 6 0  -  A S  3 6 . 3 0 . 6 9 5 ,  a n d  A S  
4 4 . 7 7 . 0 1 0  -  A S  4 4 . 7 7 . 0 7 0 .  C o n t r a c t  c l a i m s  t h a t  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  
s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  a f t e r  t h e s e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p r o c e e d i n g s  u s u a l l y  e x c e e d  t h e  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  
t h r e s h o l d  f o r  o r i g i n a l  e n t r y  a s  a  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  a p p e a l ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  n e e d  n o t  
e x c e e d  t h e  t h r e s h o l d  t o  d o  s o .  T h e  b i l l  s h o u l d  n o t  c a u s e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  f i s c a l  
i m p a c t  f o r  c o n t r a c t  a p p e a l s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  m a n d a t o r y  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
r e m e d y  p r o c e s s  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  P r o c u r e m e n t  C o d e ,  w h i c h  m u s t  b e  e x h a u s t e d  

b e f o r e  a n  a p p e a l  c a n  b e  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  c o u r t .

T o r t  c l a i m s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a r e  a n  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  m a t t e r .  T h e  n u m b e r  
o f  p e r s o n a l  i n j u r y  c l a i m s  f i l e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t e  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  f o u r  a n d  o n e -  
h a l f  y e a r s  h a s  a v e r a g e d  7 0 0  c l a i m s  p e r  y e a r  a n d  i s  g r o w i n g  s t e a d i l y  e a c h  y e a r .  
O f  t h i s  n u m b e r ,  a b o u t  1 3 0  c l a i m s  n o w  r e s u l t  i n  l a w s u i t s  i n  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t .  
E x t e n d i n g  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  t o  i n c l u d e  c l a i m s  a g a i n s t  t h e  
s t a t e  w h i c h  d o  n o t  e x c e e d  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  

n u m b e r  o f  c l a i m s  t h a t  r e s u l t  i r .  l a w s u i t s .  T h i s  s h o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  a  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  
i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  c o s t  t o  d e f e n d  a g a i n s t  t o r t  s u i t s .

M o s t  t o r t  c l a i m s ,  a b o u t  5 7 0  o f  t h e  7 0 0  c l a i m s  n o w  b e i n g  f i l e d  
a n n u a l l y ,  a r e  s e t t l e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  b y  t h e  s t a t e ' s  c o n t r a c t e d  i n s u r a n c e  
a d j u s t o r .  I f  r e s o l u t i o n  f a i l s  a t  t h e  a d j u s t o r ' s  l e v e l ,  a  c l a i m  i s  s e t t l e d  b y  t h e  
D i v i s i o n  o f  R i s k  M a n a g e m e n t .  I f  a  c l a i m a n t  i s  n o t  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  a  s e t t l e m e n t  
o f f e r ,  o r  i f  a  c l a i m  i s  d e n i e d ,  a  c l a i m a n t  c u r r e n t l y  h a s  t h e  o p t i o n  o f  b r i n g i n g  
a  t o r t  a c t i o n  i n  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t .  D u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  f o u r  y e a r s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f o r t y -  
f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c l a i m s  h a n d l e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  w e r e  d e n i e d .

T h e r e  i s  n o  e x i s t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  a  c l a i m a n t  e v e n  
c o n t a c t  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e e k  a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t ,  a n d  a  c l a i m a n t  m a y  b r i n g  
a  l a w s u i t  w i t h o u t  e v e r  h a v i n g  s o u g h t  a  s e t t l e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e ' s  a d j u s t o r  o r  
t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  R i s k  M a n a g e m e n t .

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  o n  i t s  o w n  i n i t i a t i v e  a l r e a d y  
c o n t a c t s  p o t e n t i a l  c l a i m a n t s  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  s t a t e  a g e n c y  a c c i d e n t  
r e p o r t s  a n d  v o l u n t a r i l y  o f f e r s  s e t t l e m e n t s  w h e r e  i t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  d o  s o .  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  i n s t a n c e s  w h e r e  i n j u r i e s  a r e  a l l e g e d  i n  a  l a w s u i t  
w h e r e  t h e  s t a t e  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  p r i o r  n o t i c e  o r  k n o w l e d g e .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  s t a t e  d o e s  
n o t  r e c e i v e  p r i o r  n o t i c e  o f  a b o u t  n i n e t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c l a i m s  t h a t  a r e  f i l e d  a s  
l a w s u i t s .
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C O N T I N U A T I O N  o f  F I S C A L  N O T E  A N A L Y S I S

For Bill/Resolution No. SB 101

I t  i s  u n k n o w n  t o  w h a t  e x t e n t  t h e  b i l l ,  b y  i t s e l f ,  w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  
. i  a d d i t i o n a l  c l a i m s ,  b u t  t h a t  e v e n t u a l i t y  s e e m s  l i k e l y  i n  v i e w  o f  l e s s  c o m p l e x

d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  p r o c e d u r e s ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  r e l a t i v e  e a s e  b y  w h i c h  c l a i m a n t s  
c a n  r e p r e s e n t  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  p r o  s e  c o u n s e l  i n  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t .  T h e r e  i s  n o  
t o t a l l y  a c c u r a t e  w a y ,  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  n o  e a s y  w a y  t o  f o r e c a s t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  n e w  
l a w s u i t s  t h a t  w i l l  o c c u r  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  H o w e v e r ,  w e  
l i v e  i n  a  l i t i g i o u s  a g e  w h e r e  t h e  s t a t e  i s  p e r c e i v e d  b y  s o m e ,  i n c l u d i n g  s o m e  o f  
t h o s e  w h o  m a k e  t h e i r  l i v i n g  p r o s e c u t i n g  p e r s o n a l  i n j u r y  s u i t s ,  a s  h a v i n g  a  d e e p  
p o c k e t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  w e  h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  t o  s h o w  
t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a n  a p p r e c i a b l e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  t o r t  d e f e n s e ,  w h i l e  
s t i l l  e m p l o y i n g  c o n s e r v a t i v e  c o s t  p r o j e c t i o n s .

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i f  t w e n t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  5 7 0  c l a i m s  t h a t  d o  n o t  n o w  
r e s u l t  i n  l a w s u i t s  e n d  u p  i n  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  d e f e n d  
1 4 2  n e w  s u i t s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  s t a t e ' s  d e f e n s e  w o u l d  b e  u n d e r  r u l e s  t h a t  a r e  l e s s  ’* f o r m a l  o r  s t r e n u o u s  t h a n  t h o s e  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t ,  i t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d
t h a t  a  m i n i m u m  o f  t w e n t y  a t t o r n e y  h o u r s  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  a n d  
p r e s e n t  t h e  s t a t e ' s  d e f e n s e  i n  e a c h  c a s e .  T h i s  i s  a n  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  m i n i m u m  
t i m e  t h a t  '  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d ,  a n d  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  m a n y  o c c a s i o n s  w h e n  a  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  g r e a t e r  e f f o r t  w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  s o m e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  n e w  c a s e s  t h a t
w i l l  b e  h e a r d  i n  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  w i l l  b e  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t .  H e r e
a g a i n ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  e x a c t  e s t i m a t e ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  u n r e a s o n a b l e  
t o  e x p e c t  t h a t  a b o u t  t w e n t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  c a s e s  w i l l  b e  
a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  b y  e i t h e r  c l a i m a n t  p l a i n t i f f s  o r  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  
s t a t e .  I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  e a c h  a p p e a l  o f  a  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g m e n t  w i l l  
r e q u i r e  a  m i n i m u m  o f  1 0 0  h o u r s  o f  s t a t e  a t t o r n e y  t i m e  t o  p r e p a r e  a n d  l i t i g a t e  i n  
s u p e r i o r  c o u r t .  T h e r e  w i l l  a l s o  b e  n u m e r o u s  t i m e s  w h e n  e i t h e r  s i d e  i n  a  d i s t r i c t  
c o u r t  t r i a l  w i l l  a p p e a l  t h e  c o u r t ' s  r u l i n g s  t o  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  d u r i n g  t h e  
c o u r s e  o f  a  t r i a l ,  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  p e t i t i o n s  f o r  r e v i e w .

A p p a r e n t l y  o n e  o f  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  t o  d e c r e a s e  
s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  c a s e l o a d  b y  d i r e c t i n g  c l a i m s  t h a t  d o  n o t  e x c e e d  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  t o  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  c o u r t .  O u r  a n a l y s i s  d o e s  n o t  l e a d  t o  t h i s  r e s u l t .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  c a s e s  n o w  f i l e d  i n  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  w i t h  a  v a l u e  t h a t
d o e s  n o t  e x c e e d  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l ,  p e r h a p s  t e n  t o  f i f t e e n  p e r c e n t  o f
t h e  1 3 0  t o r t  c a s e s  f i l e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t e  i n  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t .  T h u s  t h e  n u m b e r  
o f  c a s e s  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  d i r e c t e d  t o  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  w i l l  b e  e a s i l y  o f f s e t ,  a n d  v e r y  
l i k e l y  b e  o u t w e i g h e d ,  b y  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  s u p e r i o r  
c o u r t .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  w i l l  b e  r e p e a t e d l y  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  r u l e  o n  
p e t i t i o n s  f o r  r e v i e w  f o r  t o r t  c a s e s  b e i n g  t r i e d  i n  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t .  A l s o ,  b e c a u s e  
t o r t  c l a i m s  f i l e d  i n  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  w i l l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  h a v e  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  l e v e l  
o f  a p p e a l  ( R u l e  6 0 1 ) ,  s o m e  c l a i m s  w i l l  t a k e  o n e  o r  t w o  y e a r s  l o n g e r  t o  c o m p l e t e  
b e f o r e  a  f i n a l  j u d g m e n t  i s  e n t e r e d .
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c  c
C O N T I N U A T I O N  o f  F I S C A L  N O T E  A N A L Y S I S

For Bill/Resolution No. SB 101

A s i d e  f r o m  t h e  i s s u e  o f  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  s e r v i n g  a s  a n  a p p e a l s  
c o u r t  f o r  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  d e c i s i o n s ,  e x p a n d i n g  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c o u r t  t o  h e a r  t o r t  c l a i m s  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c l a i m s  t h a t  a r e  f i l e d  i n  
c o u r t  a n d  d e c r e a s e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c l a i m s  s e t t l e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  
a  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  i n c r e a s e  i n  s t a t e  c o s t s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  v a l u e  o f  m o s t  
c l a i m s  f i l e d  u n d e r  t h e  b i l l  i n  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  w o u l d  b e  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l ,  t h e  
s t a t e ' s  t o r t  d e f e n s e  w i l l  n o t  c h a n g e  a n d  i t  w i l l  o f t e n  i n v o l v e  c o m p l e x  g o v e r n m e n t  
i m m u n i t y  a r g u m e n t s .  D i s t r i c t  c o u r t s  r a r e l y  d e a l  w i t h  t h e s e  a r g u m e n t s  a n d  d o  n o t  

h a v e  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  l a w  c l e r k  r e s e a r c h  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  h e l p  s o r t  t h e m  o u t .  
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t s  w i l l  s e e  a  s h a r p  i n c r e a s e  i n  c o m p l i c a t e d  c i v i l  
c a s e l o a d  o n  t o p  o f  t h e i r  a l r e a d y  c r o w d e d  c r i m i n a l  c a l e n d a r s .

A s  m e n t i o n e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  t h e  b i l l ’ w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  a d d i t i o n a l  l a w s u i t s ,  
t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  t u r n i n g  a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p r o c e s s  i n t o  a  l e g a l  f i g h t .  T h i s  
w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  s o m e  u n m e r i t o r i o u s  l a w s u i t s .  A n d ,  i n  s o m e  i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  b i l l  
w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  n u i s a n c e  s u i t s  w h e n  i t  i s  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  i n  s o m e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
i t  w i l l  c o s t  t h e  s t a t e  m o r e  t o  d e f e n d  i t s e l f  i n  c o u r t  t h a n  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  
c l a i m ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  a  c l a i m ' s  m e r i t .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  s t a t e  r e c e i v e s  n u m e r o u s  
c l a i m s  a l l e g i n g  v e h i c l e  d a m a g e  c a u s e d  b y  p o t h o l e s ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m  a  f e w  h u n d r e d  
d o l l a r s  t o  a  f e w  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  p e r  c l a i m .  T h e  s t a t e  i s  g e n e r a l l y  i m m u n e  f r o m  
t h i s  t y p e  o f  c l a i m  b e c a u s e  i t  c a n n o t  r e p a i r  a l l  p o t h o l e s  a t  o n e  t i m e ,  a n d  i t  m u s t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  e x e r c i s e  i t s  d i s c r e t i o n  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  r e p a i r s .  H o w e v e r ,  u n d e r  t h e  
b i l l  t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  h a v e  t o  d e f e n d  a g a i n s t  s u c h  c l a i m s  i n  c o u r t ,  o f t e n  a t  a  c o s t  
t h a t  e x c e e d s  t h e  a m o u n t  b e i n g  c l a i m e d .  M o s t  o f  t h e s e  c l a i m s  w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  b e  
p r o p e r l y  d e n i e d  u n d e r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p r o c e s s ,  a t  m i n i m a l  c o s t  t o  t h e  
s t a t e .

T h e r e f o r e ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  e s t i m a t e s  o f  1 4 2  n e w  l a w s u i t s  a n d  
3 3  n e w  a p p e a l s ,  t h e  b i l l  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a n  a n n u a l  i n c r e a s e  o f  o v e r  6 , 1 0 0  h o u r s  
o f  a t t o r n e y  c a s e  w o r k  f o r  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  O n  a v e r a g e ,  e a c h  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  
t o r t  a t t o r n e y s  p r o d u c e  a b o u t  1 5 0 0  h o u r s  a n n u a l l y  d e v o t e d  s o l e l y  t o  c a s e  w o r k .  
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  b i l l  w i l l  r e q u i r e  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  a t t o r n e y s .  
M o r e o v e r ,  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  c a s e s  c o u l d  b e  h e a r d  b e f o r e  a s  m a n y  a s  f i f t e e n  d i f f e r e n t  
d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s ,  s c h e d u l i n g  w i l l  p r e s e n t  s o m e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  t h e s e  
a t t o r n e y s  r e q u i r i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  p a r a l e g a l  a n d  c l e r i c a l  s u p p o r t  s t a f f .  I t  i s  
t h e r e f o r e  o u r  e s t i m a t e  t h a t  t w o  a t t o r n e y s ,  o n e  p a r a l e g a l  a s s i s t a n t ,  a n d  o n e  l e g a l  
s e c r e t a r y  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  i n  A n c h o r a g e ,  a n d  o n e  a t t o r n e y  e a c h  a n d  o n e  l e g a l  
s e c r e t a r y  e a c h  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  i n  b o t h  F a i r b a n k s  a n d  J u n e a u .
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COST SUMMARY - SB 101

P e r s o n a l
L o c a t i o n  T i t l e  S e r v i c e s

' n c h o r a g e  A t t o r n e y  I V  8 1 . 8

A t t o r n e y  I I I  7 2 . 4

P a r a l e g a l  A s s t  I I  4 9 . 3

L e g a l  S e c r e t a r y  I  3 5 . 9

F a i r b a n k s  A t t o r n e y  I V  • 9 2 . 6

L e g a l  S e c r e t a r y  I  3 7 . 2

J u n e a u  A t t o r n e y  I V  8 1 . 8

L e g a l  S e c r e t a r y  I  3 5 . 9

T O T A L  4 8 6 . 9

T r a v e l  C o n t r a c t u a l  S u p p l i e s  E q u i p m e n t  T o t a l

7 . 5  2 0 . 0  6 . 0  6 . 5  1 2 1 . 8

7 . 5  2 0 . 0  6 . 0  6 . 5  1 1 2 . 4

2 . 5  6 . 6  3 . 3  6 . 5  6 8 . 2

4 . 4  3 . 3  9 . 0  5 2 . 6

7 . 5  2 0 . 0  6 . 0  6 . 5  1 3 2 . 6

4 . 4  3 . 3  9 . 0  5 3 . 9

7 . 5  2 0 . 0  6 . 0  6 . 5  1 2 1 . 8

4 . 4  3 . 3  9 . 0  5 2 . 6

3 2 . 5  9 9 . 8  3 7 . 2  5 9 . 5  7 1 5 . 9

F Y 9 2  c o s t s  a r e  s h o w n  a b o v e .  C o s t s  a f t e r  F Y 9 2  i n c l u d e  a  t h r e e  p e r c e n t  i n f l a t i o n  f a c t o r .



P o s i t i o n  T i t l e  •
A t t o r n e y  I V

N o .  o f  P o s i t i o n s  R a n g e  /  S t e p  B a r g .  U n i t
1  2 4  A  P X

T i m e  S t a t u s  S t a f f  M o n t h s
P F T  1 2

L o c a t i o n  E l e c t i o n  D i s t r i c t
A n c h o r a g e  5 - 1 5 ,  2 3 - 2 7

T Y P E  O F  E X P E N D I T U R E . A, J u s t i f i c a t i o n

T h i s  A t t o r n e y  I V  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  t o  h a n d l e  p a r t  
o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  c a s e . 1 -  a d i n  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  c a u s e d  
b y  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  S B 1 0 1 .  T h e  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  h a n d l e  
s o m e  o f  t h e  n e w  l a w s u i t s  i n  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  a n d  m o s t  o f  

t h e  a p p e a l s  o f  t h e s e  c a s e s  i n  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t .  M o s t  o f  
t h i s  w o r k  i n v o l v e s  c o u r t  t r i a l s  a n d  r e q u i r e s  e x p e r i e n c e  
i n  p e r s o n a l  i n j u r y  d e f e n s e  a n d  s t a t e  i m m u n i t y  d e f e n s e s .  
B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  t r i a l  w o r k ,  a d d i t i o n a l  a m o u n t s  
a r e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t r a v e l ,  d e p o s i t i o n s ,  e x p e r t  w i t n e s s e s ,  
a n d  e x h i b i t s .  T h i s  p o s i t i o n  r e q u i r e s  f u l l  j o u r n e y - l e v e l  
s k i l l s  a s  a n  A t t o r n e y  I V  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  
a p p e a l s .

S a l a r y 6 1 . 0 0 8
B e n e f i t s 2 0 . 7 6 0
P r e m i u m  P a v
O i l i e r

T b t a l  P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s 8 1 , 7 6 8
T V a v c I 7 , 5 0 09 ' " o n t r a c t u a l 2 0 . 0 0 0

v w _ u O m m o d i t i e s 6 , 0 0 0
E a u i o m e n t 6 , 5 0 0
O t h e r

T b t a l  C o s t  • 1 2 1 , 7 6 8
F U N D I N G  S O U R C E  F O R  T O T A L  C O S T

F e d e r a l  R e c e i o t s  1 0 0 2
G . F .  M a t c h  1 0 0 3
G e n e r a l  F u n d  1 0 0 4
I - A  R e c e i p t s  1 0 0 7 1 2 1 , 7 6 8
C I P  R e c e i p t s  1 0 6 1
O t h e r

•

r

R e q u e s t  F o r

N e w  P o s i t i o n

A G E N C Y _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w

n r c t l  '  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s

C O M P O N E N T _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ O p e r a t i o n s

P a g e  1  o f  i

R e v i s e d  D a t e :

F Y  J *



P o s i t i o n  T i t l e
A t t o r n e y  I I I

N o .  o f  P o s i t i o n s  R a n g e  /  S t e p  B a r g .  U n i t
1  2 2  A  P X

T i m e  S t a t u s  S t a f f  M o n t h s
P F T  1 2

L o c a t i o n  E l e c t i o n  D i s t r i c t
A n c h o r a g e  5 - 1 5 ,  2 3 - 2 7

T Y P F .  O F  E X P E N D I T U R E A m o u n t J u s t i f i c a t i o n

T h i s  A t t o r n e y  I I I  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  t o  h a n d l e  p a r t  
o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  c a s e l o a d  i n  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  c a u s e d  
b y  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  S B 1 0 1 .  T h e  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  h a n d l e  
m a n y  o f  t h e  n e w  l a w s u i t s  i n  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  a n d  a  f e w  o f  
t h e  a p p e a l s  o f  t h e s e  c a s e s  i n  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t .  M o s t  o f  
t h i s  n e w  w o r k  i n v o l v e s  c o u r t  t r i a l s  a n d  r e q u i r e s  
p e r s o n a l  i n j u r y  d e f e n s e  e x p e r i e n c e .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
e x t e n s i v e  t r i a l  w o r k ,  a d d i t i o n a l  a m o u n t s  a r e  n e e d e d  f o r  
t r a v e l ,  d e p o s i t i o n s ,  e x p e r t  w i t n e s s e s ,  a n d  e x h i b i t s .  
T h i s  p o s i t i o n  r e q u i r e s  t h r e e  o r  m o r e  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  
o f  a n  A t t o r n e y  I I I  t o  h a n d l e  t h i s  l e v e l  o f  w o r k .

S a l a r y 5 3 . 2 9 8
B e n e f i t s
P r e m i u m  P a v
O t h e r

T b t a l  P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s 7 2 . 3 9 0
T V a v e l 7 . 5 0 0
C o n t r a c t u a l .. . . 2 1 U & . C L  _ _ _ _ _

• ✓ C o m m o d i t i e s 6 . 0 0 0
E a u i p m e n t 6 . 5 0 0
O t h e r

T b t a l  C o s t  • 1 1 2 , 3 9 0
F U N D I N G  S O U R C E  F O R  T O T A L  C O S T

F e d e r a l  R e c e i p t s  1 0 0 2
G . F .  M a t c h  1 0 0 3
G e n e r a l  F u n d  1 0 0 4
I - A  R e c e i p t s  1 0 0 7 1 1 2 . 3 9 0
C 1 P  R e c e i p t s  1 0 6 1
O t h e r

r

R e q u e s t  F o r

N e w  P o s i t i o n

A G E N C Y _ _ _ _ _ _ D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a v

B R U _ _ _ _ _ _ _ L e g a l  S e r v i c e s

C O M P O N E N T _ _ _ _ _ _ _ O p e r a t i o n s _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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Position Title
«D»«

P a ra le g a l A s s is ta n t I I
No. of Positions Range I Step

16 A
Barg. Unit

GG
Time Status

PFT
Staff Months

12
TYPE OF EXPENDITURE
Salary
Benefits
Premium Pay
Other

TVavel
Tbtal Personal Services

Contractual
t^^Com m odilies

Equipment
Other

Tbtal Cost
FUNDING SOURCE FOR TOTAL COST

Federal Receipts 1002
G.F. Match J0 0 3 .
General Fund 1004
1-A Receipts 1007
C1P Receipts 1061
Other

V

Location
Anchorage

Election District
5 - 1 5 ,  2 3 - 2 7

Amount
3 5 , 1 6 6
1 4 , 1 1 0

4 9 , 2 7 6
2 , 5 0 0
6 , 6 0 0
3 , 3 0 0
6 , 5 0 0

6 8 , 1 7 6

6 8 , 1 7 6

Justification

T h i s  p a r a l e g a l  a s s i s t a n t  w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  t o  h a n d l e  
w i t n e s s  s c h e d u l i n g  t h a t  w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  b y  t h e  t w o  
a t t o r n e y s  i n  A n c h o r a g e  w h o  w i l l  h a n d l e  t h e  n e w  t o r t s  
c a s e l o a d  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  S B 1 0 1 .  T h e  
p o s i t i o n  w i l l  a l s o  a s s i s t  a n d  p r e p a r e  c a s e  f i l e s  a n d  
e v i d e n c e  u s e d  a t  t r i a l .  T h e s e  d u t i e s  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
f o r  a  P a r a l e g a l  A s s i s t a n t  I I .

R e q u e s t  F o r  

N e w  P o s i t i o n

AGENCY.

BRU.

COMPONENT.

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w

L e g a l  S e r v i c e s

O p e r a t i o n s



P o s i t i o n  T i t l e
L e g a l  S e c r e t a r y  I

N o .  o f  P o s i t i o n s  R a n g e  /  S t e p  B a r g .  U n i t
1  1 0  B  G G

T i m e  S t a t u s  1 S t a f f  M o n t h s
P F T  1 1 2

L o c a t i o n  E l e c t i o n  D i s t r i c t
A n c h o r a g e  5  -  1 5 ,  2 3  -  2 7

T Y P E  O F  E X P E N D I T U R E A m o u n t J u s t i f i c a t i o n  .

T h e  L e g a l  S e c r e t a r y  I  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  t o  p r e p a r e  
t h e  t r i a l  d o c u m e n t s  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  n e w  a t t o r n e y s  i n  
A n c h o r a g e  w h o  w i l l  h a n d l e  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  t o r t  c a s e l o a d  
c a u s e d  b y  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  S B 1 0 1 .  T r i a l  w o r k  o f  t h i s  
s o r t  i s  p a p e r - i n t e n s i '  j ,  i n v o l v i n g  e x t e n s i v e  m o t i o n  

p r a c t i c e  a n d  b r i e f i n g .  A l l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  L e g a l  S e c r e t a r y  I  l e v e l  i s  t h e r e f o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e .

S a l a r y 2 4 , 6 3 6
B e n e f i t s 1 1 . 2 7 6
P r e m i u m  P a v
O i l i e r

T b t a l  P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s 3 5 . 9 1 2
T V a v c l
C o n t r a c t u a l 4 . 4 0 0
C o m m o d i t i e s 3 . 3 0 0
E a u i p m e n t 9 . 0 0 0
O t h e r

T b t a l  C o s t  • 5 2 . 6 1 2
F U N D I N G  S O U R C E  F O R  T O T A L  C O S T

F e d e r a l  R e c e i p t s  1 0 0 2
G . F .  M a t c h  1 0 0 3
G e n e r a l  F u n d  1 0 0 4
I - A  R e c e i p t s  1 0 0 7 5 2 . 6 1 2
C I P  R e c e i p t s  1 0 6 1
O t h e r

t

R e q u e s t  F o r  

N e w  P o s i t i o n

A C E N C Y .

B R U .

C O M P O N E N T .

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w

L e g a l  S e r v i c e s

O p e r a t i o n s
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P o s i t i o n  T i t l e
A t t o r n e y  I V

N o .  o f  P o s i t i o n s  R a n g e  /  S t e p  B a r g .  U n i t
1  2 4  A  P X

T i m e  S t a t u s  S t a f f  M o n t h s
P F T  1 2

L o c a t i o n  E l e c t i o n  D i s t r i c t
F a i r b a n k s  1 7  -  2 2 ,  2 4

T Y P E  O F  E X P E N D I T U R E A m o u n t J u s t i f i c a t i o n

T h i s  A t t o r n e y  I V  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  
i n c r e a s e d  c a s e l o a d  i n  C e n t r a l  a n d  N o r t h e r n  A l a s k a  c a u s e d  j 
b y  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  S B 1 0 1 .  T h e  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  h a n d l e  
t h e  n e w  l a w s u i t s  i n  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  a n d  t h e  a p p e a l s  o f  
t h e s e  c a s e s  i n  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t .  M o s t  o f  t h i s  w o r k  
i n v o l v e s  c o u r t  t r i a l s  a n d  r e q u i r e s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  
p e r s o n a l  i n j u r y  d e f e n s e  a n d  s t a t e  i m m u n i t y  d e f e n s e s .  
B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  t r i a l  w o r k ,  a d d i t i o n a l  a m o u n t s  
a r e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t r a v e l ,  d e p o s i t i o n s ,  e x p e r t  w i t n e s s e s ,  
a n d  e x h i b i t s .  T h i s  p o s i t i o n  r e q u i r e s  f u l l  j o u r n e y - l e v e l  
s k i l l s  a s  a n  A t t o r n e y  I V  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  
a p p e a l s .

S a l a r y 7 0 , 0 9 2
B e n e f i t s 2 2 , 5 5 8
P r e m i u m  P a v
O t h e r

T b t a J  P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s 9 2 , 5 6 0
T Y a v c l 7 , 5 0 0
C o n t r a c t u a l 2 0 , 0 0 0

' ■ ' ' C o m m o d i t i e s 6 , 0 0 0

E a u i D m e n t 6 , 5 0 0
O t h e r

T b t a l  C o s t  • 1 3 2 , 5 6 0
F U N D I N G  S O U R C E  F O R  T O T A L  C O S T

F e d e r a l  R e c e i D t s  1 0 0 2
G . F .  M a t c h  1 0 0 3
G e n e r a l  F u n d  1 0 0 4
I - A  R e c e i D t s  1 0 0 7 1 3 2 , 5 6 0
C I P  R e c e i D t s  1 0 6 1
O t h e r

r  .  _________________________

R e q u e s t  F o r

N e w  P o s i t i o n

A G E N C Y .

B R U .

C O M P O N E N T .

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w

L e g a l  S e r v i c e s

O p e r a t i o n s

Page .of
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1 o s i l i o n  H U c  L e g a l  S e c r e t a r y  I N o .  o f  P o s i t i o n s  R a n g e  /  S t e p  . D a r g .  U n i t
1  1 0  B  G G  |

T i m e  S t a t u s  1 S t a f f  M o n t h s
P F T  | 1 2

L o c a t i o n  E l e c t i o n  D i s t r i c t
F a i r b a n k s  1 7  -  2 2 ,  2 4

T Y P E  O F  E X P E N D I T U R E A m o u n t J u s t i f i c a t i o n

T h e  L e g a l  S e c r e t a r y  I  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  t o  p r e p a r e  
t h e  t r i a l  d o c u m e n t s  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  n e w  a t t o r n e y  i n  
F a i r b a n k s  w h o  w i l l  h a n d l e  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  t o r t  c a s e l o a d  
c a u s e d  b y  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  S B 1 0 1 .  T r i a l  w o r k  o f  t h i s  
s o r t  i s  p a p e r - i n t e n s i v e ,  i n v o l v i n g  e x t e n s i v e  m o t i o n  
p r a c t i c e  a n d  b r i e f i n g .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  
h a n d l e  w i t n e s s  s c h e d u l i n g  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  p a r a l e g a l  
s u p p o r t  a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n .  A l l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  L e g a l  S e c r e t a r y  I  l e v e l  i s  t h e r e f o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e .

1

S a l a r y 2 5 , 6 2 0
B e n e f i t s 1 1 , 5 4 1
P r e m i u m  P a v
O t h e r . *

T b t a l  P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s 3 7 , 1 6 1
T V a v e l

" ' o n l r a c l u a i 4 . 4 0 0
y o m m o d i l i e s 3 . 3 0 0

E a u i n m e n t 9 , 0 0 0
O t h e r

T b t a l  C o s t  • 5 3 , 8 6 1
F U N D I N G  S O U R C E  F O R  T O T A L  C O S T

F e d e r a l  R e c e i p t s  1 0 0 2
C . F .  M a t c h  1 0 0 3
C e n e r a l  F u n d  1 0 0 4
I - A  R e c e i D t s  1 0 0 7  * 5 3 , 8 6 1
C I P  R e c e i p t s  1 0 6 1
O t h e r

Y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

R e q u e s t  F o r

N e w  P o s i t i o n

A G E N C Y _ _ _ _ _ _ _ D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w

B R U _ _ _ _ _ _ _ L e g a l  S e r v i c e s

C O M P O N E N T _ _ _ _ _ _ _ O p e r a t i o n s _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Page 1 o f  1
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Position TiUe
A t t o r n e y  I V

Time Status
PFT

Staff Months
12

TYPE OF EXPENDITURE
Salary
Benefits
Premium Pay
O ther

TYavel
Tbtal Personal Services

Contractual
I  Commodities

Equipment
O ther

Tbtal Cost
FUNDING SOURCE FOR TOTAL COST

Federal Receipts 1002
G.F. Match 1003
General Fund 1004
1-A Receipts 1007
CIP Receipts 1061
Other

Amount
6 1 , 0 0 8
2 0 , 7 6 0

8 1 , 7 6 8
7 ,^ 0 0

20,000
6,000
6 , 5 0 0

1 2 1 , 7 6 8

1 2 1 , 7 6 8

No. of Positions Range / Step
2 4  A

Location
J u n e a u

Barg. Unit
P X

Election District
1 - 4

Justification

T h i s  A t t o r n e y  I V  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  
i n c r e a s e d  c a s e l o a d  i n  S o u t h e a s t e r n  A l a s k a  c a u s e d  b y  
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  S B 1 0 1 .  T h e  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  h a n d l e  t h e  
n e w  l a w s u i t s  i n  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  a n d  t h e  a p p e a l s  o f  t h e s e  
c a s e s  i n  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t .  M o s t  o f  t h i s  w o r k  i n v o l v e s  
c o u r t  t r i a l s  a n d  r e q u i r e s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  p e r s o n a l  i n j u r y  
d e f e n s e  a n d  s t a t e  i m m u n i t y  d e f e n s e s .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
e x t e n s i v e  t r i a l  w o r k ,  a d d i t i o n a l  a m o u n t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  
f o r  t r a v e l ,  d e p o s i t i o n s ,  e x p e r t  w i t n e s s e s ,  a n d  e x h i b i t s .  
T h i s  p o s i t i o n  r e q u i r e s  f u l l  j o u r n e y - l e v e l  s k i l l s  a s  a n  
A t t o r n e y  I V  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  a p p e a l s .

R e q u e s t  F o r  

N e w  P o s i t i o n

AGENCY.

BRU.

COMPONENT.

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w

L e g a l  S e r v i c e s

O p e r a t i o n s



Position Title Le ga l S e c re ta ry I
Time Status

PFT
Staff M onths

1 2
TYPE OF EXPENDITURE
Salary
Benefits
Premium Pay
Other

TVavel
Tbtal Personal Services

mlractual
»g6mmodities

Equipment
O ther

Tbtal Cost
FUNDING SOURCE FOR TOTAL COST

Federal Receipts 1002
G.F. Match 1003
General Fund 1004
[•A Receipts 1007
CIP Receipts J06L
Other

A m o u n t -
2 4 . 6 3 6
1 1 . 2 7 6

3 5 . 9 1 2

4 .4 0 0
3 .3 0 0
9 .0 0 0

5 2 . 6 1 2

5 2 . 6 1 2

No. of Positions Range / Step
10 B

Location
Juneau

Barg. Unit
GG

Election District
1 - 4

Justification

T h e  L e g a l  S e c r e t a r y  I  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  t o  p r e p a r e  
t h e  t r i a l  d o c u m e n t s  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  n e w  a t t o r n e y  i n  
J u n e a u  w h o  w i l l ,  h a n d l e  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  t o r t  c a s e l o a d  
c a u s e d  b y  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  S B 1 0 1 .  T r i a l  w o r k  o f  t h i s  
s o r t  i s  p a p e r - i n t e n s i v e ,  i n v o l v i n g  e x t e n s i v e  m o t i o n  

p r a c t i c e  a n d  b r i e f i n g .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  
h a n d l e  w i t n e s s  s c h e d u l i n g  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  p a r a l e g a l  
s u p p o r t  a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n .  A l l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  L e g a l  S e c r e t a r y  I  l e v e l  i s  t h e r e f o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e .

R e q u c ? !  F o r  

N e w  P o s i t i o n

AGENCY.

BRU.

COM PONENT.

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w

L e g a l  S e r v i c e s

-QD&rAtipns,
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SENATE BILL NO. 101

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY T H E  SENATE JU D IC IA R Y  C O M M IT T E E  B Y  REQUEST

In troduced :
Referred :

2/1/91

Jud ic ia ry and Finance

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to the jurisdiction of the dist ict court."

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 09.50.250 is amended to read:

Sec. 09.50.250. ACTIONABLE CLAIMS AGAINST THE STATE. A person or 

corporation having a contract, quasi-contract, or tort claim against the state may bring an action 

against the state [IN THE SUPERIOR COURT]. A person who may present the claim under 

AS 44.77 may not bring an action under this section except as set out in AS 44.77.040(c). A 

person who may bring an action under AS 36.30.560 - 36.30.695 may not bring an action under 

this section except as set out in AS 36.30.685. However, an action may not be brought under 

this section if the claim

(1) is an action for tort, and is based upon an act or omission of an employee of 

the state, exercising due care, in the execution of a statute or regulation, whether or not the 

statute or regulation is valid; or is an action for tort, and based upon the exercise or performance 

or the failure to exercise or perform a discretionary function or duty on the part of a state agency

SBOlOla -1-
New Text Underl ined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]

SB 101



or an employee of the state, whether or not the discretion involved is abused;

(2) is for damages caused by the imposition or establishment of a quarantine by

the state;

(3) arises out of assault, battery, false imprisonment, false arrest, malicious 

prosecution, abuse of process, libel, slander, misrepresentation, deceit, or interference with 

contract rights; or

(4) arises out of the use of an ignition interlock device certified under 

AS 33.05.020(c).

* Sec. 2. AS 22.15.050 is amended to read:

Sec. 22.15.050. ACTIONS NOT WITHIN CIVIL JURISDICTION. The jurisdiction of 

the district courts does not extend to

(1) an action in which the title to real property is in question;

(2) an action for false imprisonment, libel, slander, malicious prosecution, or 

actions of an equitable naturei [(] except as otherwise provided by law [), OR ACTIONS IN 

WHICH THE STATE IS A DEFENDANT].

101 -2-
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I  S E N A T E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T
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DATE: 2/1/91 FURTHER: finance)

Date of 5-Day Notice :~-K^U ~11 
(in accordance with Uniform Rule 23)

DATE TURNED
INTO OFFICE: Wld/uC^Zl j \ *.

Judiciary SB 101Committee considered
T :

Relating to the jurisdiction 'of the district court

and recommendejf:

[̂ 3 replace with

S f r l D l

CS /I 1 c. ( o. v
[ ] attached amendment(s) 

C ] __________________________

__________ [ ] same title

“ j W  - ^ S T t l t T

letter of intent adopted

[ ] do pass 

[ ] do not pass

[ ] no recommendation

individual recommendations 

[ ] further referral to ______

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(S):
Department(s)/Date: Department(s)/Date:

["/] fiscal note(s) [)<3 zero fiscal note(s)
C n  tf S ca c. -f- —

"Lu-p-V- cA k a . t j_____
/ 0 4 / q )

[ ] appropriation-no fiscal note [ ] Governor's bill w/fiscal note

SIGNING DO PASS: OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

^ ___- / J o
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