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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

BY THE SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE
Offered: 5/14/91
Referred: Finance
Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES HUDSON, Ivan, Gruenberg, Barnes, Larson, M.A.Miller, B.Davis, Zawacki,
Navarre, MacLean, Ulmer, Grussendorf

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to free tuition and fees for a spouse or dependent of certain state

2 residents who died while serving in the United States armed services or who were listed

3 as prisoners of war or missing in action."

4 BE IT  ENACTED BV THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

5 * Section 1. AS 14.43.085 is amended to read:

SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 96 (HES)

6 Sec. 14.43.085. FREE TUITION AND FEES FOR A SPOUSE OR DEPENDENT OF

7 MEMBERS OF THE ARMED SERVICES [ALASKA MILITIA MEMBERS]. A person

8 enrolled as a student in good standing in a [THE] state supported educational institution in this

9 state [UNIVERSITY SYSTEM,] is entitled to a waiver of tuition and fees [,] i f  the person was

10 the spouse or dependent child of a bona fide resident of the state who was a member of the

11 armed services [ALASKA NATIONAL GUARD OR ALASKA NAVAL MILITIA] and who

12 died in the line of duty or who died as a result of injuries sustained while in the line of duty

13 for the state or federal government or was listed by the United States Department of Defense

14 as a prisoner of war or as missing in action. In this section

HB0096d -1- SCS CSHB %(HES)
N e w  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [ D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]



1 (1) " armed services" means the Alaska National Guard, Alaska Naval Militia.

2 and the armed services of the United States;

3 {2) "dependent child" means a person who [IS LESS THAN 23 YEARS OF AGE, ^

4 WHO] was a dependent of a member of the armed services [ALASKA NATIONAL GUARD

5 OR ALASKA NAVAL MILITIA] at the time of the member’s death, and who is

6 (A) the member’s natural or adopted child;

7 (B) a child in relation to whom the deceased armed services [ALASKA

8 NATIONAL GUARD OR ALASKA NAVAL MILITIA] member stood in loco parentis

9 for at least three years before the member’s death;

10 (C) the member’s stepchild; or

11 (D) the member’s acknowledged illegitimate child;

12 (3) [(2)] "line of duty" has the meaning given under federal lawj.

13 (4) "resident" means a person who resided in the state for at least one year

14 before serving in the armed services and who lists Alaska as the home state for purposes

15 of military records.

16 * Sec. 2. AS 14.43.080 is repealed.

SCS CSHB 96(HES) -2- HB0096d
N ew  T e x t .  U n d e r ]  i n e d  [ D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]



u  >m m i t t i :i:s

CHAIR
I louseSpccinl Committee 

oil Oil & (ins 

MEMBER
Hcsources 

lUinsporiniion 
Inleriuiiiontirn'ode & lourism

Senator Pat Pourchot,
Co-Chair - Senate Finance Committee 
Alaska State Senate 
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Senator Pourchot:

CSHB 96(HES)am passed the House unanimously on May 7, and has 
been referred to the Senate Health Education and Social 
Services Committee, and will be heard in that committee on May 
14.

This legislation grants tuition and fee waivers to a spouse or 
dependent children of members of the armed forces who are 
Alaska residents killed in the line of duty or who die as a 
result of injuries sustained while in the line of duty.

Zero fiscal notes have been prepared by the Alaska Department 
of Military and Veterans Affairs as well as by the University 
of Alaska. The Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education 
has indicated there will not be a fiscal impact to their 
agency. Additionally, a zero fiscal note has been prepared by 
the Department of Education in relation to the Seward Skill 
Center.

In light of these zero fiscal impacts, I respectfully request 
that HB 96 be waived from the Senate Finance Committee.

Section 1 amends AS 14.43.085 to include all members of the 
armed forces. Current statute pertains to Alaska militia 
members. Additionally, this section amends statute so that a 
spouse or dependent child can attend an instate supported 
educational institution.

Line 12 on page 1 adds language addressing Alaska resident 
members of the armed forces who died in the line of duty or 
who died as a result of injuries sustained while in 1 le line 
of duty . . . Military members are on active duty 24 hours 
per day, and I believe if they are killed while on active duty 
but not necessarily on combat duty, we should also make their 
dependents eligible for the tuition and fee waiver. Further, 
if an Alaskan is injured while on active duty, and later dies 
of those injuries but who is no longer on active duty at the 
time of death, that person's dependent spouse or child should 
be also be eligible.

iA  REPRESENTING
- ALASKA'S CAPITAL CITY " ~ - —

l-'INANCH SI'HO IM.MITTI-U: 

iiiul Public I'cUilllirs



HB 96 originally sought to amend AS 14.43.080. A copy of that 
statute is attached for your convenient reference. The 
existing language pertains only to tuition and fee waivers for 
members of the armed forces who are listed by the United 
States Department of Defense as a prisoner of war or as 
missing in action in Southeast Asia. The earlier version of 
HB 96 would have added language to include those Alaskans 
killed, listed as missing in action or as prisoner of war in 
the Viet Nam conflict and the Persian Gulf crisis.

CSHB 96(HES)am now repeals 14.43.080 and includes all Alaskan 
members of the armed forces who are killed on active duty, die 
of injuries sustained while on active duty, or listed by the 
United States Department of Defense as a POW or MIA in any war 
or conflict.

Definitions are contained for armed forces, dependent child 
and resident.

Also enclosed for convenient reference is a copy of each 
version of the bill, a current BASIS printout, a copy of 1990 
SLA Chapter 13, a discussion of "line of duty," and a discus­
sion of a "student in good standing."

This legislation is supported by the Alaska Department of 
Military and Veterans Affairs, and a copy of a letter authored 
by Mr. Jeff Morrison, Director of Administrative & Support 
Services Division dated May 6, 1991 is attached, as are 
Position Papers dated February 12, 1991 and May 7, 1991.

The Disabled Veterans of Alaska also support this bill, and a 
copy of their letter is enclosed. Additionally, the resolu­
tion in support of HB 96 prepared and adopted by the Southeast 
District of the American Legion is enclosed.

No one has contacted me or my staff to voice opposition to 
this legislation.

Your favorable consideration to waive the Senate Finance 
Committee referral for CSHB 96(HES)am will be very much 
appreciated. If you have questions or if you need further 
information, please call me or Landa Holtan at 3744.

Respectfully,

Bill Hudson

BH: lh
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E x p l a n a t i o n  of "Line of Duty" d e t e r m i n a t i o n  in p r o p o s e d  

a m e n d m e n t  to HB96: -

E a c h  of t h e  a r m e d  s e r v i c e s  (Army, A i r  Force, Navy, etc.) h a s  

its o w n  r e g u l a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  "line of d u t y , " b u t  t h e y  all 

are e s s e n t i a l l y  the same. W h e n e v e r  a m e m b e r  of t h e  s e r v i c e  

dies or s u f f e r s  an i n j u r y  or d i s e a s e  t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

af f e c t s  h i s  o r  h e r  m i l i t a r y  duties, a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  

o r  n o t  t h e  i n j u r y  o r  d i s e a s e  w a s  in the line of d u t y  is 

required.

F o r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a c t i v e  military, an i n j u r y  o r  d e a t h  is 

p r e s u m e d  t o  b e  in t h e  l i n e  of d u t y  u n l e s s  a p r e p o n d e r a n c e  of 

e v i d e n c e  s u p p o r t s  t h e  f i n d i n g  that t h e  disease, injury, or 

d e a t h  w a s  i n c u r r e d  w h i l e  t h e  m e m b e r  w a s  a b s e n t  w i t h o u t  

authority, or w a s  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  m e m b e r ' s  o w n  m i s c o n d u c t .  A n y  

i n t e n t i o n a l  c o n d u c t  t h a t  is wrongful, improper, illegal, o r  

w i l l f u l l y  n e g l e c t f u l  is c o n s i d e r e d  m i s c o n d u c t .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  

in j u r i e s  o r  d i s e a s e s  c a u s e d  b y  a l cohol a n d  d r u g  abuse.

M e m b e r s  of t h e  r e s e r v e  c o m p o n e n t s  of the a c t i v e  m i l i t a r y  are 

also s u b j e c t  t o  line of d u t y  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  if t h e i r  < isease, 

injury, o r  d e a t h  o c c u r r e d  w h i l e  participating.-in, o r  t r a v e l i n g  

t o  or from, a u t h o r i z e d ' t r a i n i n g  o f  duty.



A  S T U D E N T  I N  G O O D  S T A N D I N G  M U S T  BE A B L E  T O  S H O W  G R A D U A T I O N  

F R O M  A  H I G H  S C H O O L  O R  E Q U I V A L E N T  ( GED), BE A D M I T T E D  TO A  

DE G R E E  PROGRAM, A N D  H A V E  A  GRADE P O I N T  A V E R A G E  OF 2.0 (C) O R  

B E T T E R  F O R  T H E  P A S T  SEMESTER. T H E  S T U D E N T  DOES N O T  H A V E  TO BE 

F U L L  TIME.
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A nchorage C h ap te r 1
HEADQUARTERS 
4040 Mt. View Dr. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 
(907) 276-2844 or 276-2846

VETERANS CRISIS CENTER 
(907) 276-2848 
1-800-478-2848

F e b r u a ry  11, 1991

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B i l l  Hudson 
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P .O.Box  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811 

Dea r  Rep.  Hudson

Thank you  f o r  g i v i n g  t h e  D i s a b l e d  A m er i c a n  V e t e r a n s  an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a d d r e s s  y o u r  b i l l  on f r e e  t u i t i o n  and f e e s  f o r  
d e p e n d e n t s  o f  c e r t a i n  s t a t e  r e s i d e n t s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  P e r s i a n  
G u l f  c r i s i s .

I t  i s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  DAV t h a t  an A l a s k a n  f a m i l y  who l o s e s  a 
l o v e d  one  o r  one  t h a t  becom es a P0W i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  a l l  t h e  
b e n e f i t s  we a s  A l a s k a n s  can  g i v e ,  and  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  m o s t  o f  a l l  
e d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  The p r i c e  we a s  A l a s k a n s  h a ve  t o  
pay i s  s m a l l  co mp ar e d  t o  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  men an d  women o f  o u r  armed 
f o r c e s  make t o  p r e s e r v e  p e a c e .

HB 96 p r o v i d e s  f o r  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  t h e s e  n e e d s  and we o f  t h e  DAV 
go on r e c o r d  a s  s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  We s t a n d  r e a d y  t o  
a s s i s t  y ou  i n  any  way n e c e s s a r y  t o  p a s s  t h e  b i l l .

We t h e  v e t e r a n s  o f  A l a s k a  commend you f o r  p u t t i n g  f o r t h  t h i s  t y p e  
o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  i s  n e e d e d  i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  
c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  P e r s i a n  G u l f .

I f  y ou  h a ve  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o r  n eed  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  r e g a r d i n g  
t h i s  i s s u e ,  p l e a s e  do n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  me.

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  C h a i r m a n



Resolution No. 91-05
• I | . ! !

of Support of H.B. No. 88 and No. 96 j j i.
)!• |i;j |i • ; 1 I

i _ WHEREAS, the House of Representatives has introduced! H B - 8 8 ! 
and 9 6 * forgiveness of scholarship 16ans; and,
• • • •, * *e «

WHEREAS, m a n y  students a r e /were actively attending courses, 
o f  study; and, • j

WHEREAS, any student who is unable to complete a course of.! 
studies because of condition b eyond their control? and,

WH E R E A S ,  any dependent of State residents involved in the 
S.E. Asia, Grenada, Panama or P e rsian Gulf crisis is either a 
' P.O,W./M.I.A. m a y  attend any State supported educational i n s t i­
tution w i t h o u t  payment of t u ition and fees; and,

THE 
D i s trict  
and that

IEFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the American._L_egion, Southeast 
,/! that A l a s k a  L e gislature adopt "bills, H.B. 88 and H.B. 96, 
•language include the above concerns.



POSITION PAPER 
HB96

DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

Summary of Bill: This bill provides free tuition and fees at
state-supported educational institutions for dependents of Alaskan 
residents who participate in the ongoing Persian Gulf Conflict and who are 
listed as prisoners of war, missing in action, or lost in action.

Background: The bill amends an existing statute which provided the same
benefits to dependents of Alaskan residents who were POWs or missing in 
the Vietnam war.

Impact of Resolution of Department of Military and Veterans Affairs: None

Departmental Position: The department supports the bill.

A p p r o v e d  Date:_
W 3 (Eugh L. Cox
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j  WALTER J. HICKEL, GOVERNOR

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  M I L I T A R Y  / 
A N D  V E T E R A N S  A F F A I R S  '

P.O. BOX LJUNEAU, ALASKA 99311-0900

Administrative & Support
Services Division 

P.O. Box L  
Juneau* AK 99811

May 6, 1991
Representative Bill Hudson 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V  
Juneau, A K  99811

Dear Representative Hudson,

Biis letter is in response to your inquiry about the number of Alaskans who 
were killed during the Vietnam War, in reference to House Bill 96.

According to the Friends of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. 
(phone 202-628-0726), there are 56 Alaskans listed as killed in action and one 
Alaskan listed as missing in action on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. For 
your further information, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial includes the names of 
58,175 Americans killed or missing .in action.

We have no way to determine hew many of these Alaskans left dependents who 
might be eligible to receive the benefits accorded by HB96. However, because 
of the large numbers of draftees who entered the military at a young age 
during the Vietnam War, and based on personal knowledge of individuals in 
DMVA, we estimate that no more than fifty percent of the Alaskans killed in 
action would have left any dependents.

’Ihe Vietnam War ended in 1975, which means that any children b o m  to Alaskans 
killed in the Vietnam War would be at least 16 years old. Ihe median age of 
children b o m  to Alaskans killed in Vietnam is probably more like 20 or more 
years old. It is also likely that at least seme of the families would have 
moved out of the state in the last 15-20 years.

Ihe conclusion I would like to offer is that there would a very minimal impact 
on the university system by extending the benefits of free tuition and fees to 
dependents of Alaskans killed in the Vietnam War. Please contact me if you 
would like any additional information.

Sincerely,

cc: Maj Gen Hugh -L. Cox-III, Ihe. Adjutant General- 
Larry Landry, Director of Veterans Affairs 
Capt. Michael Haller-, Public Affairs Officer,. DMVA 

[File: Jiyvietvet) . •%



P O S m C N  PAPER 
CSHB 96 (HES) am H  [Prcposed]

DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

Summary of Bill; The HESS Canmittee Substitute of this bill provides free 
tuition and i'.ees at state-supported educational institutions for 
dependents of Alaskan residents who participated in the Persian Gulf 
Conflict and were listed as prisoners of war, missing in action, or killed 
in action. The bill also extends the benefit to dependents of Alaskan 
residents who died during the Vietnam War (dependents of PCW/MIAs of 
Vietnam War already have the benefit).

The proposed amendment being considered for adoption on the House floor 
would expand the benefit to include the dependents of airy Alaskan resident 
Who died in the line of duty while serving as a member of the U.S. 
military.

Background: The bill amends an existing statute which provided the same
benefits to dependents of Alaskan residents who were PCWs or missing in 
the Vietnam war. In 1990, the benefit of free tuition and fees was 
extended to include dependents of members of the Alaska National Guard who 
died while in the line of duty (SLA 1990, Ch 13). The best information we 
have available indicates that there was one Alaskan resident killed during 
the Persian Gulf Conflict, and 56 Alaskan residents killed during the 
Vietnam War.

a
The total number of Alaskan residents currently serving in the active 
military forces of the United States in 1989 was 14,471, according to 
information on file in the Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend Division. The 
current number of Alaskan residents in the active military service is 
estimated at about 15,000. The total number of dependents of these 
residents, based on ratios of PFD applications in 1989, is estimated at 
about 25,000.

Departmental Position: It is a fitting tribute to those who serve in the
military to provide this benefit to their dependents. The University of 
Alaska will feel the fiscal effects of this bill, if any, and we will rely 
on their judgement to provide the best estimate of the bill's fiscal 
impact, if the fiscal impact of the amended version of the bill is 
significant, the department supports the HESS ocmmittee substitute of the 
bill. However, the latest estimate fron the University of Alaska is that 
the fiscal note is zero or negligible. Therefore, the department is 
pleased to support the proposed amended version of the bill.

Approved:_ * ~ ) \ A ________________________________ _Date:.
Maj Gen Hugh L. Cox III. .




