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This f i s c a l  note is updated to r e f l e c t  revised estimates provided to the
department by school d i s t r i c t s  f o r  the number o f  Stop Arm Strobes needed under HB85.

Roof Mount S t robes : Stop Arm Strobes :
630 buses X $175 = $110,250 423 buses X $150 = $63,450
Total estimated FY92 cost :  $173,700

c o m m i t t e e  C O P Y
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IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

S E V E N T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION 

BY TIIE SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

Offered: 5/3/91
Referred: IIES, Finance

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES NAVARRE, G.Phillips, B.Davis

A B IL L

F O R  AN A C T  E N T IT L E D

1 "A n  A ct re la tin g  to ligh ting  e q u ip m e n t re q u ire d  on a school bus; an d  p ro v id in g  fo r  an

2 effective d a te ."

3 B E  IT  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A SK A :

4 * Section  1. AS 28.05.104(b) is am ended to read:

SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 85 (TRANSPORTATION)

5 (b) The D epartm ent o f E ducation, in coordination w ith the D epartm ent o f  Public  Safety ,

6 shall

7 (1) establish equipm ent requirem ents for each type o f school bus that is used to

8 transport school children to or from  a public  school; equipm ent requirem ents m ust include tw o

9 re d  s tro b e  ligh ts  w ith  a lte rn a tin g  flashes a tta c h e d  to  th e  s to p  a rm , a w h ite  s tro b e  lig h t

10 a tta c h e d  to th e  ro o f  o f  th e  school b u s  a n d  n o t m o re  th a n  six feet from  the  r e a r  o f  th e  school

11 bu s, in terior flam m ability  standards, num ber and location o f  em ergency exits, seat-back  height

12 and padding requirem ents, and seat belt standards;

13 (2) at least tw ice each calendar year, inspect each school bus for com pliance w ith

14 this subsection; and

I I B 0 0 8 5 C - 1 -  S C S  C S H B  8 5 ( T R A )
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1 (3) m aintain  a record o f  each accident involving a school bus or o ther vehicle

2 transporting  school children that is ow ned, leased, o r provided under contract to a school district

3 or regional educational a ttendance area; the record m ust include the date o f  the accident, a list

4 o f persons in jured, w hether the p e rso n ’s injury occurred w ithin the school bus, and each type o f

5 injury.

6 * Sec. 2. S C H O O L  B U S R E N O V A T IO N , (a) T he  D epartm ent o f Education shall reim burse each

7 school d istric t for the initial cost incurred by each school d istrict betw een January  1, 1991, and

8 N ovem ber 1, 1991, o f ob tain ing  and insta lling  stop arm  strobe lights and roof strobe lights required by

9 A S 28 .05 .104(b), as am ended in sec. 1 o f  this A ct. R eim bursem ent m ay not exceed $150 for each stop

10 arm  renovation , $175 fo r each ro o f renovation, and shall be  subject to approval by the D epartm ent o f

11 E ducation.

12 (b) T he requirem ent contained in A S 28 .05 .104(b), as am ended in sec. 1 o f  this A ct, that a w hite

13 strobe light attached to the ro o f o f  the school bus m ust be not m ore than six feet from  the rear o f  the

14 school bus, does not apply to a school bus that has a White strobe light already attached to the roo f o f

15 the school bus on N ovem ber 1, 1991.

16 * Sec. 3. T h is A ct takes effect N ovem ber 1, 1991.
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Co-Chair 
House Finance Committee 

P.O. Box V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 465-3779

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

M ay 1 4 ,1 9 9 1

T O : S e n a to r  P a t  P o u rc h o t, C o -C h a ir , S e n a te  F in a n c e  C o m m itte e  
S e n a to r  K e r tu lla , C o -C h a ir, S e n a te  F in a n c e  C o m m ittee

F R O M : R e p re s e n ta t iv e  M ik e  N a v a r r

S U B JE C T : H o u s e  B i l l  85, "A n  A c t r e la t in g ' to  l ig h t in g  e q u ip m e n t  o n  a  s c h o o l  b u s ;  a n d  p r o v id in g  
f o r  a n  e f fe c t iv e  d a te .”

H o u se  B ill 85  a d d re s s e s  a  lo n g  o v e rd u e  s a fe ty  is s u e  in v o lv in g  schoo l b u s e s . T h is  le g is la t io n  w ill 
m a n d a te  th e  in s ta l la t io n  o f  tw o  f la s h in g  r e d  l ig h ts  on th e  s to p  a rm  a n d  a  w h ite  s tro b e  a t  l e a s t  s ix  
f e e t  fro m  th e  r e a r  o f  th e  b u s . T h e  v is ib ili ty  a ffo rd ed  b y  th e s e  e q u ip m e n t a d d it io n s  w ill w ith o u t 
q u e s t io n  o ffe r a  g r e a te r  m e a s u re  o f  s a fe ty  fo r th e  school c h ild re n  o f  A la sk a .

H B  85  p ro v id e s  fu n d in g  fo r  th e  in i t ia l  r e t r o f i t t in g  o f th e  re q u ire d  s a fe ty  l ig h ts . T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f 
E d u c a tio n  w ill r e q u ir e  p ro p e r  d o c u m e n ta tio n  fro m  th e  school d i s t r ic t s  fo r  r e im b u r s e m e n t .  
M in im u m  s ta n d a r d s  fo r  s a fe ty  l ig h t in g  w ill be  a d o p te d  b y  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u c a tio n . D e a d lin e  
fo r  co m p le tio n  o f th e  in s ta l la t io n  o f  th e  s a fe ty  s tro b e s /l ig h ts  w o u ld  b e  N o v e m b e r 1, 1991. A ll school 
b u s  c o n tra c ts  a f te r  N o v e m b e r  1 ,1 9 9 1  w ill r e q u ire  c o n tra c to rs  to  su p p ly  b u se s  e q u ip p e d  w ith  th e  
p ro p e r  s a fe ty  lig h tin g . In  c o n v e rs a tio n s  w ith  so m e o f th e  la r g e r  d is t r ic ts  th i s  d e a d lin e  a p p e a r s  to  
b e  w o rk a b le .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  b u se s  in  A la s k a  is  a p p ro x im a te ly  940 . S om e d is t r ic ts  h a v e  p a r t  o f  th e  re q u ire d  
e q u ip m e n t a n d  so m e d is t r ic ts  h a v e  n o n e  o f  th e  s a fe ty  l ig h ts . T h e  f isc a l n o te  is  $ 1 7 3 ,700 .00 .

T h e  H o u se  F in a n c e  C o m m itte e  a m o n d e d  H B  85 to  rem o v e  th e  w o rd  s t r o b e s  on  lin e  9 a f te r  th e  w ord  
f la sh in g . T h is  a m e n d m e n t w o u ld  a llo w  e i th e r  l ig h ts  o r  s tro b e s  on  th e  s to p  a rm . W h ite  s tro b e s  
w ill b e  th e  s ta n d a r d  on  th e  roofs o f  school b u se s .

T h e  H o u se  o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s  p a s s e d  H B  85  37-0 , o n  A p ril 1 9 ,1 9 9 1 .

T h e  S e n a te  T ra n s p o r ta t io n  C o m m itte e  a m e n d e d  H B  85  to  in s e r t  th e  w o rd  s tro b e  (in  re fe re n c e  to  s to p  
a rm )  on lin e  9 p re c e d in g  th e  w o rd  l ig h ts . T h is  a m e n d m e n t  r e tu r n s  s t r e n g th  to  H B  8 5 , b e c a u s e  re d  
f la s h in g  l ig h ts  on th e  s to p  a rm  a re  th e  c u r r e n t  m in im u m  fo r school b u s e s , w ith  th e  a d d it io n  o f  
s tro b e s  to  th e  s to p  a rm  th e  m in im u m  b u s  l ig h t in g  s ta n d a r d  w ill p ro v id e  a  g r e a te r  m a rg in  o f  sa fe ty  
a n d  v is ib i l i ty .

T h e  S e n a te  H E S S  C o m m itte e  p a s s e d  H B  85  o u t  o f  c o m m itte e  w ith  in d iv id u a l re c o m m e n d a tio n s , on 
M a y  14, 1991. T h e re  w e re  n o  c h a n g e s  m a d e  in  th e  le g is la tio n .

L e t te r s  o f  s u p p o r t  a r e  a v a ila b le  u p o n  re q u e s t .  T h e re  a r e  no  k n o w n  o p p o n e n ts  to  p ro v id in g  school 
s tu d e n ts  w ith  a  s a fe r  m e a n s  o f t r a v e l  to  school.

DISTRICT 5
C o n ta c t p e rso n : T om  Aciffidyi6tB3al(3i9l((fialp*t«l35lL5ia, Alaska 99669 • (907) 262-7842
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F e b r u a r y  1, 1 9 9 1

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N a v a r r e  
PO B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N a v a r r e :

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o f f e r  m y  s u p p o r t  f o r  
y o u r  e f f o r t s ,  t h r o u g h  H o u s e  B i l l  35, to r e q u i r e  s t r o b e  l i g h t s  on 
s c h o o l  b u s e s .

I a m  c u r r e n t l y  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  t h e  F N S B  S c h o o l  
D i s t r i c t ,  a p o s i t i o n  I h a v e  h e l d  f o r  t h e  p a s t  10 y e a r s .  I h a v e  
a l s o  b e e n  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  19 8 5  a n d  1990 
C o n f e r e n c e s  o n  N a t i o n a l  M i n i m u m  S t a n d a r d s  f o r  s c h o o l  b u s e s ,  in 
a d d i t i o n ,  I p a r t i c i p a t e d  in t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  A l a s k a  S c h o o l  
Bus D r i v e r  T r a i n i n g  P r o g r a m  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  E n h a n c e d  S c h o o l  3us 
I n s p e c t i o n  P r o g r a m .

O n e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  w a y s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  s c h o o l  b u s  a n d  its 
p a s s e n g e r s  is t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  o t h e r  m o t o r i s t s  a r e  a w a r e  o f  its 
p r e s e n c e .  A  " s a f e t y  c u s h i o n "  a r o u n d  a s c h o o l  b u s  is c r e a t e d  b y  
t h e  u n i q u e  c o l o r  a n d  l i g h t i n g  e q u i p m e n t  t h a t  a r e  p a r t  o f  e x i s t i n g  
s c h o o l  b u s  s t a n d a r d s .  T h i s  a l l o w s  t h e  m o t o r i s t s  o n  t h e  r o a d  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a k e  e x t r a  p r e c a u t i o n s ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  s c h o o l  
c h i l d r e n  a r e  n e a r b y .  S t r o b e  lights, in t h e  s t o p  a r m  a n d  on t h e
roof, i n c r e a s e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h i s  " s a f e t y  c u s h i o n " .

W e  h a v e  u s e d  w h i t e  s t r o b e  l i g h t s  o n  t h e  t o p s  of o u r  s c h o o l  b u s e s
in F a i r b a n k s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  15 years. ( T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  o n  so l o n g
t h a t  no  o n e  r e m e m b e r s  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  f i r s t  r e q u i r e d . )  T h e y  a r e  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  e f f e c t i v e  in  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  d a r k n e s s ,  
snow, a n d  i c e  f o g  in w h i c h  w e  o p e r a t e  in F a i r b a n k s .  U n d e r  a d v e r s e  
c o n d i t i o n s  d r i v e r s  a r e  a w a r e  of t h e  s t r o b e  l o n g  b e f o r e  s e e i n g  t h e  
a c t u a l  b u s  i t s e l f .  T h i s  c a n  b e  a c r i t i c a l  s a f e t y  f e a t u r e  w h e n  
v i s i b i l i t y  is r e d u c e d  to  l e s s  t h a n  50 feet.

T h e  b e s t  m e a s u r e  o f  t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  o f  s t r o b e s  t h a t  I c a n  o f f e r  is 
t h e  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  t h e i r  p r e s e n c e .  T h e  s t r o b e s  a r e  so  m u c h  a 
p a r t  o f  s c h o o l  b u s i n g  in F a i r b a n k s  t h a t  m o n i t o r i n g  f o r  c o m p l i a n c e  
is not n e c e s s a r y .  T h e  p u b l i c  is so a c c u s t o m e d  to s e e i n g  s t r o b e s  
o n  o u r  b u s e s  t h a t  m y  o f f i c e  r e c e i v e s  c o m p l a i n t s  w h e n  a bus



is r u n n i n g  a r o u n d  w i t h o u t  a s t r o b e .
•

W e  h a v e  n o  d i r e c t  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  s t r o b e  i n  t h e  s t o o  c a d d i e s  in 
F a i r b a n k s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e y  w e r e  t e s t e d  a s  p a r t  o f  a p i l o t  p r o j e c t  
o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S c h o o l  3us S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  p r o v e d  e f f e c t i v e  
t h e r e  as w e l l .  I h a v e  o b s e r v e d  t h e m  o n  b u s e s  i n * t h e  K e n a i  
P e n i n s u l a  a r e a  a n d  f o u n d  t h e  s t r o b e s  t o  b e  a g r e a t  i m p r o v e m e n t  
o v e r  s t a n d a r d  p a d d l e  lights.

Y o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  " s a f e t y  c u s h i o n "  a r o u n d  o u r  s c h o o l  
b u s e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  m a n d a t o r y  u s e  o f  s t r o b e s  is s u p p o r t e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p u p i l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n d u s t r y .  T h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
i n c r e a s e  in s a f e t y  c e r t a i n l y  w a r r a n t s  t h e  s m a l l  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t  
t o  t h e  p r i c e  o f  a n  e n t i r e  s c h o o l  bus. Y o u r  e f f o r t s  to r e t r o f i t  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u s e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  c r e a t e  a n  i m m e d i a t e  i m p a c t  
f o r  a r e l a t i v e l y  l o w  c o s t .  S u c h  a n  a p p r o a c h  is f a r  s u p e r i o r * t o  a 
s l o w  p h a s e - i n  o n  n e w  b u s e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  s e v e r a l  y e a r  d e l a  
in e q u i p p i n g  a l l  b u s e s  in t h e  state, t h e  e f f o r t  to  r a i s e  p u b l i c  
a w a r e n e s s  w o u l d  b e  d i m i n i s h e d  b y  t h e  l a c k  o f  s t a n d a r d i z e d  
e q u i p m e n t  b e t w e e n  b u s e s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  safe, e f f e c t i v e  p u p i l  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  D o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  to  c o n t a c t  m e  if* I c a n  b e  o f  ar.v 
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  y o u r  e f f o r t s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

B o b  S h e f c h i k
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o o r d i n a t o r



'1.
A N C H O R A G E

W —  S C H O O L  D IS T R IC
' .*:* <r̂ . ; ‘fi.:*;*. Vvi f l/ j  fa . &••• fa . V« f a ,

*'*%•>• .«i "  i *. * ’ ,*,i .#1*^ • v y y y  u s o t  i m ^ w i  » i w t v

. . ; ; ’ ^ ? ^ f io ^ » > f a s k a - ‘ 99507- •• 

*4 "' ' f ' ' ' * ' • * ’,V Area Code 907 -  503-3022
“ •i-

Pupil Transportation 

.. 3580 East Tudor Roaci

FAX 9 0 7 - 5 6 2 - 3 9 5 7  

F e b r u a r y  4 ,1 9 9 1
R e p r e s e n ta t i v e  M ik e  N a v a r r e  
A la s k a  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  99811 
F A X  465-2278

D e a r  R e p r e s e n ta t i v e  N a v a r r e ,

T h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D is t r ic t  b e l ie v e s  t h a t  t h e  a d d i t io n  o f  r e d  s t r o b e  l ig h t s  to  th e  
s to p  a r m  a n d  w h i te  s t r o b e  l ig h t s  to  th e  r o o f  o f  s c h o o l  b u s e s  w i l l  e n h a n c e  s c h o o l  b u s  
s a fe ty . A ll  b u s e s  in  o u r  D is tr ic t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  C o n t r a c te d  b u s  f le e ts ,  h a v e  b e e n  e q u ip p e d  
w i th  r e d  s t r o b e  l ig h t s  o n  th e  s to p  a r m  s in c e  S e p te m b e r  1989 . T h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  th e s e  
s t r o b e  l ig h t s  h a s  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  r e d u c e d  th e  n u m b e r  o f  m o to r i s t s  w h o  p a s s  s to p p e d  
s c h o o l  b u s e s .  W e  a ls o  fe e l t h a t  t h e  a d d i t io n  o f  r o o f  m o u n te d  w h i t e  s t r o b e  l ig h ts  w i l l  
f u r t h e r  in c r e a s e  t h e  v i s ib i l i ty  o f  s c h o o l  b u s e s  a n d  in c r e a s e  t h e  a w a r e n e s s  o f th e  
p r e s e n c e  o f  s c h o o l  b u s e s  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  m o to r in g  p u b l ic .  A p p r o x im a te ly  60%  o f  
th e  i l e e t  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  e q u ip p e d  w i t h  r o o f  m o u n te d  s t r o b e  l ig h ts .  T h e  D is tr ic t  
m a d e  r o o f  m o u n te d  s t r o b e  l ig h t s  m a n d a t o r y  in  o u r  c u r r e n t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o n tr a c ts .  
A f t e r  th e  b u s e s  w e r e  d e l i v e r e d  a n d  b e g a n  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  P o l ic e  
D e p a r tm e n t  n o t i f ie d  m e  th a t  th e s e  l ig h t s  w e r e  i l l e g a l  a n d  s c h o o l  b u s  d r iv e r s  u s in g  
th e  l ig h ts  w o u l d  b e  i s s u e d  c i ta t io n s  (se e  a t t a c h e d  le t te r ) .

T h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l D is t r ic t  w o u l d  s u p p o r t  p a s s a g e  o f  H o u s e  B ill 3 5  if th e  b ill  n o t  
o n ly  m a n d a t e s  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  w h i t e  r o o f  m o u n te d  s t r o b e  l ig h ts ,  b u t  a ls o  a d d r e s s e s  
u s e  o f  t h e  l ig h ts .  I w o u l d  a ls o  l ik e  to  s e e  a n  e x c e p t io n  m a d e  o n  th e  lo c a t io n  o f  th e  
l ig h t s  t h a t  a r e  a l r e a d y  i n s t a l l e d .  T h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D is t r ic t  h a s  a lm o s t  f i f ty  
b u s e s  th a t  h a v e  s t r o b e  l ig h ts  m o u n te d  in  th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  ro o f .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  th e  in te r e s t  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  s h o w n  i n  s c h o o l  b u s  s a f e ty  i s s u e s .  If  y o u  
n e e d  a n y  a d d i t io n a l  i n f o r m a t io n  fe c i f re e  to  c o n ta c t  m e  a t  563 -3 0 2 2 .

S in c e r e ly ,

S te v e n  K a lm e s
D ire c to r  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t io n  S e rv ic e s



A L A S K A  S C H O O L  B U S  S A F E T Y  C O M M I T T E E

F e b r u a r y  5 , 1991

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i k e  N a v a r r e  
P .O . B o x V> Room- 515 
J u n e a u , AK 99811

D e a r S i r :

T h e  A l a s k a  S c h o o l B u s S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  
H o u s e B i l l  8 5 , a n a c t  r e q u i r i n g  s c h o o l b u s s t o p  a rm s  w i t h  
a l t e r n a t i n g  r e d  s t r o b e  l i g h t s  a n d  a r o o f  m o u n te d  w h i t e  s t r o b e  
l i g h t .  T h e S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e  ha s r e s e a r c h e d  an d e v a l u a t e d
a s p e c t s  o f  b o t h  s t r o b e  l i g h t  s y s t e m s  a n d f o u n d  th em  v e r y
e f f e c t i v e  i n  t h e  v i s i b i l i t y  e n h a n c e m e n t o f  s c h o o l b u s e s  d u r i n g  
A l a s k a ' s  i n c l e m e n t  w e a t h e r .  A l a s k a ' s  u n i q u e  a n d  v a r i e d  w e a t h e r  
c o n d i t i o n s  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t  v i s i b i l i t y  o f  s c h o o l b u s e s  d u r i n g  
t h e i r  m o s t v u l n e r a b l e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  l o a d i n g  a n d u n l o a d i n g  o f  
s t u d e n t s ,

I t  i s  a l s o  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  s u p p l y  t h e  
f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s .  C u r r e n t l y ,  s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e  a r e  h a v i n g  t h e i r  p u p i l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
r e im b u r s e m e n t  f u n d s  p r o r a t e d  by t h e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a t i o n  d u e 
t o  f u n d i n g  s h o r t  f a l l s .  T h e p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t b y t h e  G o v e r n o r  
s u g g e s t s  f u r t h e r  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  p u p i l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
r e im b u r s e m e n t  f u n d s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s c h o o l b u s o p e r a t o r s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e  a r e  s u f f e r i n g  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
h i g h  f u e l  c o s t s  w i t h  n o  r e l i e f  f r o m  t h e s e  e x p e n s e s .  I t  w o u ld  
be u n f a i r  t o  a s k  e i t h e r  t h e  D i s t r i c t s  o r  Bus O p e r a t o r s  t o  
s h o u l d e r  t h e  e x p e n s e  f o r  t h e s e  i t e m s .

T F H /e c



A s s o c i a t i o n
hV '>3*4. Box 95.? O-JIM Juncfon. Aims. ■

February 7, 1991
R epresentative Mike Navarre 
Pouch V (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99811 RE: HB 85

Tear R epresentative Navarre:

I  re g re t th a t T was unable to p a r t ic ip a te  in  i*his morn ir:g1 solvon !••<•! ’ ••>•■>: ■»••
regard ing  House B i l l  85: "An Act re la t in g  to equipment requ ired  on a school m is..

The m atte r o f  a s ta tew ide  requirem ent fo r  red s trobe  l ig h ts  on stop arms and white 
s trobe  l ig h ts  on the ro o f o f  buses has not been brought be fore  the membership o f 
th is  o rg a n iz a tio n . While most would agree th a t these items provide  increased v i s i ­
b i l i t y  in  some areas (such as F a irbanks), one wonders i f  the requirem ent is  necessar 
in  a l l  areas? Not a l l  areas o f  the s ta te  experience ice  fog  c o n d itio n s .

Other ve h ic le s  (such as DOT road maintenance equipment and fu e l tankers) use the 
w hite  stobe l ig h ts ,  so th e ir  use w i l l  not a u to m a tic a lly  t e l l  m o to ris ts  th e re 's  a 
school bus in  the v ic in i t y .

R e t r o f i t t in g  a l l  buses w i l l  c e r ta in ly  be a cha llenge —  school buses are a lready 
e le c t r ic a l  and w ir in g  "n igh tm ares". This is  no t to say i t  would be im possib le .

A t any ra te , i f  the requirem ents added to  AS 28.05.104(b) (1) are to become law, 
then most d e f in i t e ly  the f is c a l  a p p ro p ria tio n  in  Sec. 2 is  im pera tive !

I f  the L e g is la tu re  adds these requirem ents, the s ta te  must be prepared to  pay fo r  
same. School d is t r ic t s  and school tra n s p o rta tio n  c o n tra c to rs  are a lready working 
w ith  severe budget c o n s tra in ts  due to  reduc tions  in  fund ing  and fu e l costs which 
have sky-rocketed  i in c e  the onsec o f  the Persian G u lf c r is is  la s t  f a l l .

I t  would be unreasonable to expect d is t r ic t s  and c o n tra c to rs  to bear the costs o f 
r e t r o f i t t i n g  w ith o u t reimbursement by the s ta te . And I  doubt th a t even the amounts 
noted in  Sec. 2 w i l l  be adequate to  cover a l l  the costs  o f  p a rts  and in s ta l la t io n  
labo r. (There w i l l  a lso  be a d d it io n a l maintenance expenses fo r  these item s.)

We w i l l  apprec ia te  you keeping our a sso c ia tio n  informed o f  developments as HB 3^ 
proceeds through committees. I f  we can p rov ide  fu r th e r  suggestions o r inp u t, pleas: 
le t  us know.

C o rd ia lly ,

y ' / i . /  / (  /
L o re tta  M is t ie r  
V ice -p re s id e n t

cc: House Committees on T ra n sp o rta tio n ; He-.lth, Education and S oc ia l Serv ices;
F inance

Sen. D ick S h u ltz ; Rep. Johnny Gonzales



A L A S K A  I ^ O T O R  C O A C H E S ,  I n c .
P.O.Box 952, Delta Junction, Alaska 99737

Telephone (907)895-4550

F e b ru a ry  15 , 1991

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  M ik e  N a v a rre
P. 0 , Box V
J u n e a u , A la s k a  99811

D ear R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  N a v a r re :

I  am s e n d in g  t h i s  v e ry  q u ic k  re s p o n s e  t o  y o u r  F e b ru a ry  11 
r e p l y ,  w h ic h  I  j u s t  r e c e iv e d .  A more d e t a i le d  re s p o n s e  w i l l  
f o l lo w  n e x t week b u t I 'm  due in  F a irb a n k s  in  a c o u p le  o f 
h o u rs  and m us t g e t  on th e  ro a d .

I  am d is a p p o in te d  t h a t  you  a t te m p t  t o  re a d  m ore i n t o  and o u t 
o f  th e  l e t t e r  I  s e n t  as ASTA v ic e - p r e s id e n t  th a n  was c o n ta in e d  
in  th e  l e t t e r !  I  am m ost c e r t a i n l y  in t e r e s t e d  in  s c h o o l bus 
s a fe t y  and th e  s a fe t y  o f  th e  c h i ld r e n  we t r a n s p o r t .

I  have d e v o te d  c o u n t le s s  h o u rs  t o  t h i s  v e ry  p u rp o s e  - -  a l l  
v o lu n te e r  t im e ,  w i t h  no re im b u rs e m e n t fro m  anyone  f o r  my 
e xpenses  in c u r r e d .

You a re  c o n s t r u in g  my l e t t e r  t o  s u i t  y o u r  own p u rp o s e s .

U n t i l  l a t e r ,

■ L o r e t t a  N i s t l e r

Specializing in  Safe. Dependable School Transportation Since 1956

A t  t h e  E n d  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  H i g h w a y



A N C H O R A G E  POLICE D E P A R T M E N T

TOM FiNK 
MAYOR

ALASKA 99507--5994501 SOUTH BRAGAW STREET * ANCHORAGE, 
TELEPHONE (907) 786-8500

tlOL

S te v e  K a lm es A u g u s t 4 , 1988
D i r e c t o r  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t io n  S e r v ic e s  
3530 S. T u d o r 
A n c h o ra g e , A la s k a  

99507

D ear D i r e c t o r  K a lm e s ,

You r e c e n t l y  made an i n q u i r y  o f  S e rg e a n t G reg  S te w a r t  r e g a r d in g  
th e  use o f  a w h i te  s t r o b e  l i g h t  on to p  o f  s c h o o l b u s e s .

A r e v ie w  o f  A n ch o ra g e  M u n ic ip a l  Code o f  O rd in a n c e s  t i t l e  
9 .4 4 ,2 1 0  (C) r e l a t i n g  to  v e h ic u la r  h a z a rd  w a rn in g  s ig n a ls  
s t a t e s  t h a t  a d u e l l a t e r a l  l i g h t i n g  s y s te m  fa c in g  th e  f r o n t  and 
r e a r  o f  a bus i s  a l lo w e d .

The f r o n t  lam ps  may f la s h  s im u l ta n e o u s ly  a w h i te  o r  am ber l i g n t ,  
o r  a ny  c o lo r  b e tw e e n  w h i te  and a m b e r. The r e a r  lam ps may o n ly  
show s im u l ta n e o u s ly  f l a s h in g  am ber o r  re d  l i g h t .

M u n ic ip a l  P r o s e c u to r  J im  W o lf  i n t e r p r e t s  th e  l i g h t i n g  e q u ip m e n t 
o r d in a n c e s  o f  t i t l e  9 t o  mean t h a t  no w h i te  l i g h t  may be 
d is p la y e d  to  th e  r e a r  o f  a n y  v e h ic le ,  r e g a r d le s s  o f  th e  m ounted  
p o s i t i o n .

A r e v ie w  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  s t a t u t e s  in d ic a t e s  a s i m i l a r  
f i n d i n g .

S c h o o l b u s e s  e q u ip p e d  w i t h  th e  r o o f  m ounted  w h i te  s t r o o e  l i g h t i n g  
s y s te m  s h o u ld  be m o d if ie d  w i t h  an am ber le n s  o r  .rem oved 
c o m p le te ly .  Any b u se s  w i t h  a w h i te  s t r o b e  l i g h t  a c t iv a te d  to  cr.e 
r e a r  may r e c e iv e  a t r a f f i c  c i t a t i o n  i f  o b s e rv e d  by an o f f i c e r .

I f  you  have a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t io n s  o r  com m ents p le a s e  don ; t  
h e s i t a t e  to  c o n ta c t  s e rg e a n t  G reg S te w a r t  a t  7 3 6 - ,  703.



&  N E A - A L A S K A
' ■ AFFILI-\TF.D W I T H  T H E  N A T I O N  .1. E D U C A T I O N  A S S O C I A T I O N

ANCHORAGE REGIONAL OFFICE JUNEAU OFFICE FAIRBANKS REGIONAL OFFICE
1411 W. 33RD AVENUE 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503 
(907) 274-0536

105 MUNICIPAL WAY. SUITE 302 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801 

•907) 586-3090
2118 CUSHMAN STREET 

FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701 
.9071 456-4435

F e b r u a r y  1, 19 9 1

Rep. M i k e  N a v a r r e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  Rep. N a v a r r e :

N E A - A l a s k a  a p p r e c i a t e s  a n d  s u p p o r t s  y o u r  d e s i r e  t o  i m p r o v e  s c h o o l  
b u s  s a f e t y . - It  is v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  s a f e t y  of  o u r  c h i l d r e n  
r e m a i n  p a r a m o u n t  a n d  y o u r  l e g i s l a t i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  m e e t  t h o s e  
n e e d s .  If w e  c a n  b e  o f  a n y  a s s i s t a n c e  p l e a s e  l e t  u s  k n ow.

S i n c e r e l y ,

D o n  O b e r g  
P r e s i d e n t



»
K E N A I  P E N I N S U L A  B O R O U G H  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

148 North Binkley Street • Soldotna. AK 99669 • Phone 907/262-5846 • =ax 507 262-169:

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M ik e  N a v a r r e  
B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N a v a r r e :

T h e  K e n a i  P e n in s u la  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  s u p p o r t s  th e  in tr o d u c tio n  o f  
H B  8 5 , m a k in g  s to p  a rm  s t r o b e s  a n d  w h i te  s t r o b e s  o n  th e  r o o f  o f  the  b u s 
p a r t  o f  th e  s ta n d a r d  b u s  e q u ip m e n t  in  o u r  s ta te .  W e  fe e l  b o th  lig h ts  
e n h a n c e  th e  s a f e ty  o f  s tu d e n t  r id e r s .

O u r  d i s t r i c t  h a s  u s e d  th e  s to p  a rm  s t r o b e  f o r  th e  p a s t  th re e  y e a rs  and  
b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  p r o v e n  e f f e c t iv e ,  it  w a s  s p e c i f i e d  a s  an  e q u ip m e n t  
r e q u i r e m e n t  in  o u r  c u r r e n t  b u s  c o n t r a c t s .  O th e r  d i s t r i c t s  in  th e  s ta te  a re  
u s in g  th e  w h i te  r o o f  s t r o b e  a n d  i t  h a s  p r o v e n  e f f e c t iv e .

W e  w o u ld  r e q u e s t  t h a t  th e  b i l l  p r o v id e  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  c o n t r a c to r s  w ith  
r e im b u r s e m e n t  f o r  th e  i n i t ia l  e q u ip m e n t  e x p e n s e s .  I t  a p p e a r s  th a t  D O E  
w ill  b e  l a c k in g  in  f u n d s  to  r e im b u r s e  s c h o o l  d i s t r ic t s  f o r  s c h o o l  bus 
t r a n s p o r ta t io n  n e x t  y e a r  a n d  w e  w o u ld  n o t  w a n t  to  s e e  an  a d d it io n a l  
e x p e n s e  to  th a t  f u n d  th a t  w o u ld  r e d u c e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r e im b u r s e m e n t  
e v e n  f u r t h e r .

I f  I c a n  b e  o f  f u r th e r  a s s i s ta n c e ,  p le a s e  le t  m e  k n o w .

S i n c e r e l y ,

A

F E B R U A R Y  1, 1991

P e n n y  L i t t l e
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o o r d i n a t o r

A N C H O R  P O I N T C O O P E R  L A N O I N C E N G L I S H  B A Y H O M E R H O P E K E N A I M O O S E  P A S S N I K O l A f  V S X




