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4  a^ OF ALASKA B"' Version: HB 4/ rWr**••.- vmc1

1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION (h, Publish Date: 2-28-92
R e v i s i o n  D a t e :

T i t l e :  " . . .  i n c r e a s i n g  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s . . . ______________________

d e c r e a s i n g . . . d i s t r i c t  j u d g e s  i n  t h e  f o u r t h . . . d i s t r i c t . . . *

D e p a r t m e n t  A f f e c t e d :  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w  

B R U :  P r o s e c u t i o n   ______________________

C o m p o n e n t :  F o u r t h  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t

S p o n s o r :  H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  b v  R e q u e s t __________________________

R e q u e s t o r :  H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e ______________________

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

C O M P O N E N T  S E R I A L

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES •

GRANTS, CLAIMS .

MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- •0-

CAPITAL

REVENUE 
FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
FUND SOURCE:
TOTAL

POSITIONS:
FULL-T1ME -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact:
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.) 

Please see the attached analysis.

ues. Dirt-  • mPrepared by: Richard I. Peoues. Director / /  
Division: AdministratiwfPSe ft
Approved by Commissioner: 
Agency: Department

in istrativ^Seryices^ J v '/J /  ,

imissioner: Charles E. Cole. Attorney General 
lartment of Law 1/

Phone: 465-3672
Date: February 24. 1992

Date: February 24. 1392

Distribution (by preparer): Leg. Fin., Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB/DBR, Gov. Legis. Ofc., & Impacted Agency(ies).
Rev 10/07/91 Page 1 of

C O M M IT T E E  C O P Y



CONTINUATION r.f FISCAL NOTE nNALYSIS

F o r  B i l l / R e s o l u t i o n  No. _______ H B  4 4 3

T h i s  b i l l  a m e n d s  A S  2 2 . 1 0  a n d  A S  2 2 . 1 5  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  

n u m b e r  o f  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  
f r o m  f i v e  t o  s i x ,  a n d  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  d i s t r i c t  j u d g e s  i n  
t h e  f o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  f r o m  f o u r  t o  t h r e e .  T h e  b i l l  w i l l  
h a v e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  t i m e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  h e a r  f e l o n y  
t r i a l s  a n d  d e c r e a s i n g  t h e  t i m e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  h e a r  m i s d e m e a n o r  
t r i a l s ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  t w o  p o s i t i o n s  i n v o l v e d  
w i l l  b e  o r  h a s  b e e n  s p e n t  o n  c r i m i n a l  m a t t e r s . I f  t h e  t i m e  t o  b e  
s p e n t  h e a r i n g  f e l o n y  t r i a l s  is e v e n l y  o f f s e t  b y  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  w a s  
p r e v i o u s l y  s p e n t  h e a r i n g  m i s d e m e a n o r  t r i a l s ,  t h e r e  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a 

f i s c a l  i m p a c t  f o r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w .

'*=*= COpy

p a g e  2 o f  2



REVENUE
FUND SOURCE: 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GEN ERAL FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0

FED ER A L FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 . 0

O TH ER
FUND SOURCE: 0 0 0 0 0 0

TO TA L 0 0 0 0 0 0 I

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact:.

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.) This bill eliminates a district court judge position and adds a superior court judge position in 
the fourth judicial district

Fiscal impact is likely to be minimal as concerns the Public Defender Office in that location.

Prepared by: John Salemi. Public Defender Phone: 279-7541
Division: Public Defender Agency

Approved by Commissioner: Nancy Bear Usera 
Agency: Administration____________________ V \ I \\

Date: February 12.1992

Date: ^ / 6 / A
T

Distribution (by preparer): Leg. Fin., Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB/DBR, Gov. Legis. Ofc., & Impacted Agency(ies).

COMMITTEE COPY page_<_of_.Rev 10/07/91
1QIEG.92AJ4512.KP/I

OPERATING

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAV EL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TO TA L  OPERATING

CAPITAL

Component: Public Defender Agency

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

Revision Date:  _____________________________________  Department Affected: Administration
Title: ‘An Act increasing the total number of superior court judges BRU: Public Defender Aoency

from 30 to 31 .*

Sponsor: House Judiciary________________

Requestor: House Judiciary______________

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)



C ’T ' A T r P  H T ?  A T  A Q T T A  *—
Bill jrsion: HB 443_______
(H) Publish Date: 7-7R-Q7

STATE OF ALASKA
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date:____________________________________
Title: An Act increasing the number ot Superior Court judges 
. . .  and decreasing the number of District Court judges 
Sponsor. House Judiciary__________________________

Department Affected: Administration
BRU: Office of Public Advocacy
Component: Office of Public Advocacy

Requestor: House Judiciary COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98

PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0- 0 0 0 0

TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0

CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0

EQUIPMENT 0 ' 0 0 0 0 0

LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0

GRANTS, CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0

MISCELLANEOUS • 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE 
FUND SOURCE; 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0

FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 o •

OTHER
FUND SOURCE: 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

Prepared bv: Brant McGee, Public Advocate Phone: 274-1684
Division: Office of Public Advocacy /  Date: February 13.1992

Approved by Commissioner Nancy Bear Usera 
Agency: Administration___________________ ~li\Tvr Date: >  7 ?

I
Distribution (by preparer): Leg. Fin., Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB/DBR, Gov. Legis. Ofc., & Impacted Agency(ies).

Rev 10/07/911/l£G92/'*U060.kp/1
c o m m i t t e e  c o p y

Page 1 of 1



1  FE&~1&"1992 ' :14! 38 ™  , ;  -------------- i t . ' ;No.
FISCAL NOTE Bill Version: HB 443

STATE OF ALASKA 
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

(H) Publish Date: 2-28-92

Department Affected:Revision Date:________________________
Title: An Act Increasing the totaJ number of BRU:

superior court Judge*..___________ Components:

Alaska Court System
Trial Courts

Sponsor: Judiciary by request
Requestor: Judiciary 'COMPONENT SERIAL NO. | OOP | 000 1 000 1768

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98
PERSONAL SERVICES 118.4 118.4 118.4 118.4 118.4 118.4
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT 7.8
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS & CLAIMS
TOTAL OPERATING 126.2 118.4 118.4 118.4 118.4 118.4

1 CAPITAL

r| REVENUE

GENERAL FUNDS 128.2 118.4 11B.4 118.4 118.4 118.4
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL 126.2 118.4 118.4 118.4 118.4 118.4

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME ZO ZO 2.0 ZO 2.0 ZO
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact Nona

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

See attached fiscal analysis.

Prepared by. C. S. Christensen H, Staff Counsel 
Division: Alaska Court System

Phone: 
Date:

284-8228
02106/92

Approved by; Arthur H. Snowden, if, Administrative Director Aff 
Agency

'A
Alaska Court System Date: 02106/92

Dlstrfcutlon (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, 0MB, & Impacted Agency(iea).
Rev 1/92 Page 1 of 2

C O M M I T T E E  C O P Y
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? ' n o  \
A la s ka  C ou rt S ystem
Fiscal Impact of Adding a Superior Court Judge and 
Deleting a District Court Judge In theFafrbanks Trial Courts

• F E B - 1 & - 1 9 9 2  1 4 :3 9  FR O M  PCS DEPUTY DIRECTOR TO JIK€PU SURS-E P.04

Personal Service8
S a t o  B enefits Io ta !

Cost difference between a Superior 
Court Judge and a District Court Judge $22,812

Law Clark i, Fairbanks, permanent full-time, 13D 36,684 14,156' 50,840

Secretary II, Fairbanks, permanent full-time, 12B 31,824
Total Personal Services

12,896 44,720
118,372

Equipment (one-time cost)

Office equipment for Law Clerk (personal computer, desk, 
chair, statutes and filing cabinet)

Office equipment for Secretary (personal computer, desk, 
chair, and filing cabinet)

Total Equipment

4,10Q 

3,700
7,800

Total Costs $126,172

■ Page 2 of 2

c o m m i t t e e  C o p y  m m ' P'04



7-LS1895NA

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

BY THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE BY REQUEST

Introduced: 2/S/92 
Referred: Judiciary, Finance

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act ine easing the total number of superior court judges from 30 to 31, increasing

2 the number of superior court judges in the fourth judicial district from five to six, and

3 decreasing the number of district judges in the fourth judicial district from four to three;

4 and providing for an effective date."

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

6 * Section 1. AS 22.10.120 is amended to read:

HOUSE BILL NO. 443

7 Sec. 22.10.120. NUMBER OF JUDGES. The superior court consists of 31 f30l judges.

8 five of whom shall be judges in the first judicial district, three of whom shall be judges in the

9 second judicial district, 17 of whom shall be judges in the third judicial district, and six [FIVE]

10 of whom shall be judges in the fourth judicial district. At the time o f submitting the names of

11 nominees to the governor to fill a vacancy on the superior court bench, the judicial council shall

12 also designate the district in which the appointee is to reside and serve.

13 * Sec. 2. AS 22.15.020(a) is amended to read:

14 (a) Except as hereinafter provided, each district court of the state [STATE OF ALASKA]

HB0443a -1- HB 443
New Text U n d e r l i n e d  /DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



shall have the number of district judges set out below opposite the name of the judicial district 

over which the court has jurisdiction:

First Judicial District  3

Second Judicial District  1

Third Judicial District  12

Fourth Judicial District  3 [4].

Sec. 3. This Act takes effect July 1, 1992.

443 .2-
New Text: U n d e r l i n e d  [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED 1

HB0443a



JUasfcn Qlourt
J5tatr of ,AI»«ka 

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR
303 K Str*«t

CHARLES S. CHRISTENSEN El Anchorag*, AK&950I
suncoontei A p r i l  6, 1992 (907) 2S4-B22B

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  R i c k  H a l f o r d  
C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  
P. 0. B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  H a l f o r d :

I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  s c h e d u l e  
H o u s e  B i l l  443, r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  n u m b e r  of j u d g e s  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  
j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  a t  its e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  c o n v e n i e n c e .  T h i s  
b i l l  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  at t h e  r e q u e s t  of t h e  A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t .  
I t s  p u r p o s e  is t o  c o r r e c t  an i m b a l a n c e  i n  t h e  n u m b e r  a n d  t y p e  of 
j u d g e s  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .

A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  tim e ,  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  for t h e  f o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  
d i s t r i c t  is a u t h o r i z e d  t o  h a v e  f i v e  j u d g e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  f o u r  i n
F a i r b a n k s  a n d  o n e  i n  B e t h e l ) , w h i l e  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  is
a u t h o r i z e d  t o  h a v e  f o u r  (all i n  F a i r b a n k s ) .  H B  443 w o u l d  u p g r a d e  
o n e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  p o s i t i o n s  t o  a s u p e r i o r  c o u r t
j u d g e s h i p ,  t h u s  r e d u c i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  of d i s t r i c t  j u dges t o  t h r e e ,  
a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  of s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s  to six.

T h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  is r e q u e s t i n g  t h i s  s t a t u t o r y  c h a n g e  b e c a u s e  i t  
b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  w o r k l o a d  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  
d i s t r i c t  is e x c e s s i v e  f o r  five judges, a n d  t h a t  t h e  c h a n g e s
p r o p o s e d  b y  H B  443 r e p r e s e n t  t h e  m o s t  p r a c t i c a l  w a y  t o  a d d r e s s  
t h i s  p r o b l e m .

A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time, t h e  five s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u dges s i t t i n g  i n  
t h e  f o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  are a v e r a g i n g  60 w o r k  h o u r s  e a c h  p e r  
w e e k .  T h e y  a r e  b e i n g  a s s i s t e d  b y  a p r o  tern j u d g e  b r o u g h t  o u t  o f  
r e t i r e m e n t ,  as w e l l  as b y  t w o  d i s t r i c t  judges w h o  a r e  h e a r i n g



T O J L h E P U  S U P R E M E  P . 0 3Fi°R*'0o~1952 09:39 FROM PCS DEPUTY DIRECTOR

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  R i c k  H a l f o r d  
A p r i l  6, 1992 
P a g e  2

s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  c a s e s  i n  a p r o  t e m  capa c i t y ,  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s  
t r e m e n d o u s  e f f o r t , t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  h a s  b e e n  u n a b l e  t o  k e e p  
p a c e  w i t h  its w o r k l o a d .  B e c a u s e  of t h e  h i g h  t r i a l  r a t e  i n  t h e  
d i s t r i c t /  w e  h a v e  c o m e  c l o s e  to l o s i n g  c r i m i n a l  c a s e s  t h a t  c o u l d  
n o t  be h e a r d  in a t i m e l y  m a n n e r .  A n  a d d i t i o n a l  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  
j u d g e  is e s s e n t i a l .

T h e  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  n u m b e r  of d i s t r i c t  j u d g e s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h i s  
u p g r a d e  w i l l  n e c e s s a r i l y  c a u s e  s o m e  s t r a i n  o n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t .  
H o w e v e r ,  t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  is c o g n i s a n t  of t h e  f i s c a l  p r o b l e m s  
f a c i n g  t h e  s t a t e  at t h e  p r e s e n t  time. It h a s  c h o s e n  t o  p u r s u e  
t h i s  c o u r s e  of a c t i o n  so as t o  h a v e  as l i t t l e  f i s c a l  i m p a c t  o n  
t h e  s t a t e  as p o s s i b l e .

A  j u d i c i a l  u p g r a d e  in t h e  f o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  is e s s e n t i a l  
if the s u p e r i o r  a n d  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t s  are t o  o p e r a t e  e f f i c i e n t l y ,  
a n d  p r o v i d e  a n  a d e q u a t e  l e v e l  of s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  
P l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w  if I c a n  p r o v i d e  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .

V e r y  t r u l y  your s ,

c. S. C h r i s t e n s e n  III 
S t a f f  C o u n s e l

C S C : b h

TOTAL P .03




