


• SENATE- FINANCE COMMITTEE.REPORT
.  ,  .  (■

DATE: 5 / 1 8 / 9 1 F U R T H E R :

D A T E  T U R N E D  
I N T O  O F F I C E :

The F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r e d  CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 306 (FINANCE)

"An A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e  a n d  a l t e r i n g  t h e  
M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e  S a n c t u a r y ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

a n d  r e c o m m e n d e d :

[  r e p l a c e  w i t h  
[  ]  o r  a d o p t  _______

[  ]  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )
C ] _________________________________________________________________

[  ✓ J ^ d o  p a s s  

[  ]  d o  n o t  p a s s  

[  ]  n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

[  ]  i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

[  ]  f u r t h e r  r e f e r r a l  t o  _____________

,  ^  .  -  .  [  s a m e  t i t l e
C S  3 < 5 [■ j  n e w  t i t l e

_  C S      [  ]  t e c h n i c a l
t i t l e  c h a n g e

l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  a d o p t e d
( H B  o n l y )

A T T A C H E S  N E W  F I S C A L  N O T E ( S ) :
D e p t / D a t e :

[  ]  f i s c a l  n o t e ( s )  ______________________________

[  ]  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e ( s )

A P P R O V E S  P R E V I O U S :  

[  ]  f i s c a l  n o t e ( s )
D e p t / D a t e :

[  ]  a p p r o p r i a t i o n - n o  f i s c a l  n o t e  

S I G N I N G  D Q ^ P A S S :

[ ^  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e ( s )  
- t f f -

{ I ,

%
&

.■ . • i ft'SB



STATE OF ALAs£ *
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

. . .  =  .. . . . . ,  .

FISCAL NOTB

N o - j ( \

B i l l  V e r s i o n :  C S H B  3 0 6 ( R E S )

( H )  P u b l i s h  D a t e :  5 / 6 / 9 1

R e v is io n  D a te :_ ___________________ ________

T it le ;  M c N e il  R iv e r  S ta te  G a m e

R e fu g e

D e p a r tm e n t  A f f e c te d ;  N a tu r a l  R e s o u rc e s  

B R U : L a n d  Sc W a te r  M a n a g e m e n t

S p o n s o r :  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  G r m s e n d o r f

R e q u e s to r  H o u s e  R e s o u rc e s _____________

C o m p o n e n ts :  L a n d  &  W a te r  M a n a g e m e n t

C O M P O N E N T  S E R I A L  N O . 4 3 1

E X P E N D IT U R E S /R E V E N U E S : (T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l la r s )

O P E R A T IN G F Y  9 2 F Y 9 3 F Y  9 4 F Y  9 5 F Y  9 6 F Y  9 7

P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E S

T R A V E L

C O N T R A C T U A L

S U P P L IE S

E Q U I P M E N T

L A N D & S T R U C T U R E S

G R A N T S ,C L A IM S

M I S C E L L A N E O U S

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

C A P I T A L

| R E V E N U E

F U N D I N G :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  P o l l a n )

G E N E R A L  F U N D

F E D E R A L  F U N D S

O T H E R

T O T A L 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

P O S I T I O N S :

F U L L - T I M E

P A R T - T I M E

T E M P O R A R Y

E s t im a te  o f  C u r r e n t  y e a r  im p a c t:_____________ N o n e ________________________________________________________________

A N A L Y S I S :  ( A t ta c h  a  s e p a ra te  p a g e  i f  n e c e s s t  C h a n g e s  i n  < ^ 9  F S H p )  '̂ C h  ( & S S )

h a v e  n o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t .  T h i s  

f i s c a l  n o t e  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e .

d a t e "  C o m t e  A i d e  ( i n i t i a l ;

P r e p a r e d  b y :  ________________ J a n e t  B u r le s o n ________________________________ P h o n e : 4 6 5 - 3 4 0 0 ____________________

\ >  D iv is io n :    I  a n d  &  W a te r  M a n a g e m e n t__________________ D a t e :______________3 0 - A p r - 9 1 _______________

A p p r o v e d  b y  C o m rn is s io n e t^ L a r o l d  H e i n z c ^ ^ _________________________ D a le :  3 0 - A p r - 9 1 ________________

A g e n c y :  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  N a tu r a l  R e s o u rc e s ____________________________

C h a n g e s  i n  Qo-1 t l * 7 M H  ( F i n  )  
D is t r ib u t io n  ( b y  p re p a re r )  :  L e g i s l a t i v e  F in a n c e ,  le g is la tiv e  S p o n s o r ,  R e q u e s to r ,  n Q  f i S c a i  i m p a c t '  T h i * -

R E V  1 ( V 9 0  &  A g c n C y C l C 3 ) * f i s c a l  n o t e  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e .

C 0 M M I T T 8 £  C O P Y  ~ Comte A i d e ' ( S l x i l



( F I S C A L  N O T E C

R e v i s i o n  D a t e :  5 - 1 - 9 1 _______________

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

1991 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

No. 1_
Bill Version: CSHB 3 0 6 (RES)
(H) Publish Date: 5 /6 /9 1

T i t l e :  M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e

S p o n s o r :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f  

R e q u e s t o r :  ___________________________________________________________________

D e p a r t m e n t  A f f e c t e d :  F i s h  a n d  G a m e

B R U :  W i l d l i f e  C o n s e r v a t i o n ______________________

C o m p o n e n t :  W i l d l i f e  C o n s e r v a t i o n

C O M P O N E N T  S E R I A L  N O .

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

O P E R A T I N G F Y  9 2 F Y  9 3 F Y  9 4 F Y  9 5 F Y  9 6 F Y  9 7

P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S 0 0 . 2 6 _ . Q _ 2 6 . 0 . 2 6 . 0 2 6 - 0

T R A V E L 0 4 . 0 4 . 0 4 . 0 4 . 0 4 . 0

C O N T R A C T U A L 0 0 10. 0 . 10.0 10.0 10.0
S U P P L I E S 0 1.0 4 . 0 4 . 0 4 . 0 4 . 0

E O U I P M E N T 0 0 8 . 9 . 0  . 0 0
L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S 0 0 0 0 0 0
G R A N T S .  C L A I M S 0 0 0 0 0 0
M I S C E L L A N E O U S 0 0 0 0 0 0
T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G 0 5 . 0 5 2 . 9 4 4 . 0 4 4 . 0 4 4 . 0

C A P I T A L J L

R E V E N U E - 2 — L

G E N E R A L  F U N D 0 5 . 0 5 2 . 9 4 4 . 0 4 4 . 0 4 4 . 0

F E D E R A L  F U N D S

O T H E R

T O T A L
a  . 5 * 0 . 5 2 - 9 . 4 4 . 0 4 4 . 0 4 4 . 0

F U L L - T I M E 0 0 0 0 0 0
P A R T - T I M E 0 0 2 2 2 L  .

T E M P O R A R Y .9 0 0 0 0 0

E s t i m a t e  o f  c u r r e n t  y e a r  i m p a c t :  n o  i m p a c t  o n  c u r r e n t  y e a r

I A N A L Y S I S :  ( A t t a c h  a  s e p a r a t e  p a g e  i f  n e c e s s a r y . )

Changes in q/iq. (r/7\ )
have no fiscal impact. This 
fiscal note is appropriate.

t'/li hi 
date Comte Aide ( i n i t i a l , "

Changes in s  n-s c5 )

have no fiscal impact. This 
fiscal note is appropriate.

4 1  7 T  ;

te1 Comte Aide (initial)

r r e p a r e a  b y :  u a v e  n e i i e v h o u s e .  D i r e c t o r ________________

D i v i s i o n :  D i v i s i o n  o f  W i l d l i f e  C o n s e r v a t i o n

P h o n e :

D a t e :

4 6 5 - 4 1 9 0

S / 0 1 / 9 1

A p p r o v e d  b y  C o m m i s s i o n e r :

A g e n c y :  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e D a t e :

D is t r i b u t l o n  ( b y  p r e p a r e r ) :  L e g l i l a t l v *  1 I " P * * e d  A g e n c y (1 e » ) .

R e v  10/90 p»9* o f



7-LS1266W

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

S E V E N T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

B Y  T H E  S E N A T E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

O f f e r e d :
R e f e r r e d :

S p o n s o r s ) :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  G R U S S E N D O R F , N a v a r r e ,  J a c k o ,  M a c k ie ,  D a v id s o n ,  B o y e r ,  B r o w n , E llis ,
F in k e ls te in ,  G r u e n b e r g ,  K o p o n e n ,  K u b in a ,  M o y e r ,  U lm e r ,  B J ) a v i s ,  D o n le y

I
i

| A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

1 "An Act establishing a McNeil River State Game Refuge and altering the McNeil River

|f

ij 2 State Game Sanctuary; and providing for an effective date."
I|

I 3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
i i  

! !

4 * Section 1. L E G I S L A T I V E  F I N D I N G S .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  t h a t  e a c h  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a n

j 5  i m p o r t a n t  u s e  o f  t h e  M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 4 1 ,  a d d e d  b y  s e c .  2  o f

l

[ 6  t h i s  A c t ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  f o r  t h e  r e f u g e  m u s t  a d d r e s s  a l l  o f  t h e s e  u s e s :

! 7  ( 1 )  t h e  v i e w i n g  o f  b e a r s  a n d  o t h e r  u s e s  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e ;

j 8  ( 2 )  f i s h i n g  a n d  f i s h  e n h a n c e m e n t ;

! 9  ( 3 )  m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  a n d

!|

| 1 0  ( 4 )  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  u s e s ,

j 1 1  *  S e c .  2. A S  1 6 . 2 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

12 S e c .  1 6 . 2 0 . 0 4 1 .  M C N E I L  R I V E R  S T A T E  G A M E  R E F U G E ,  ( a )  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e -

13 o w n e d  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  t i d e l a n d s  b u t  e x c l u s i v e  o f  m a r i n e  w a t e r  a n d  s u b m e r g e d  l a n d ,

14 l y i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r c e l s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e

I

S E N A T E  C S  F O R  C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  306 ( F I N A N C E )
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1  G a m e  R e f u g e :

2 T o w n s h i p  1 0  S o u t h ,  R a n g e  2 9  W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

3 S e c t i o n  1 9 :  S 1 / 2

4  S e c t i o n  2 0 :  S W 1 / 4

5  S e c t i o n  2 9 :  W l / 2

6  S e c t i o n s  3 0 - 3 1

7  T o w n s h i p  1 0  S o u t h ,  R a n g e  3 0  W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

8  S e c t i o n  3 :  S W 1 / 4

9  S e c t i o n  4 :  S E 1 / 4

10 S e c t i o n s  1 0  -  1 1

11 S e c t i o n s  1 4  -  1 6

12 S e c t i o n  1 7 :  E l / 2

13 S e c t i o n s  2 0  -  2 3

; j l 4  S e c t i o n s  2 5  -  2 9

1 5  S e c t i o n  3 0 :  S E 1 / 4

16 S e c t i o n  3 1 :  N E 1 / 4 ,  S 1 / 2

17 S e c t i o n s  3 2  -  3 6

1 8  T o w n s h i p  1 1  S o u t h ,  R a n g e  2 9  W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

(1 9  S e c t i o n s  1 -  3 5

i i

! 2 0  S e c t i o n  3 6 ,  e x c e p t  N o r d y k e  I s l a n d  a n d  i t s  t i d e l a n d s

' * 2 1  T o w n s h i p  1 1  S o u t h ,  R a n g e  3 0  W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

it  _  . . . .

! > 2 2  S e c t i o n s  1  -  3 6

j ; 2 3  T o w n s h i p  1 1  S o u t h ,  R a n g e  3 1  W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

' ( 2 4  S e c t i o n s  1  -  3 6

j l

2 5  T o w n s h i p  1 1  S o u t h ,  R a n g e  3 2  W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

j|

ii26 S e c t i o n s  1 -  3 6 ,  e x c e p t  l a n d  w i t h i n  K a t m a i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  a n d  P r e s e r v e

ft

j | 2 7  T o w n s h i p  1 2  S o u t h ,  R a n g e  3 1  W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

1 * 2 8  S e c t i o n s  1 -  3 6

29  T o w n s h i p  1 2  S o u t h ,  R a n g e  3 2  W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

3 0  S e c t i o n s  1  -  3 6 ,  e x c e p t  l a n d  w i t h i n  K a t m a i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  a n d  P r e s e r v e

31 T o w n s h i p  1 3  S o u t h ,  R a n g e  3 3  W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

SCS C S H B  306(FIN) -2-
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S e c t i o n  1 ,  e x c e p t  l a n d  w i t h i n  K a t m a i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  a n d  P r e s e r v e .

( b )  T h e  M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o

( 1 )  p r o v i d e  p e r m a n e n t  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  b r o w n  b e a r  a n d  o t h e r  f i s h  a n d  w i i d i i f e  

p o p u l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  h a b i t a t s ,  s o  t h a t  t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  m a y  b e  p r e s e r v e d  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c ,  a e s t h e t i c ,  

a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s ;

( 2 )  m a n a g e  h u m a n  u s e  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a  w a y  t h a t  i s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  ( 1 )  o f  t h i s  

s u b s e c t i o n  a n d  t o  m a i n t a i n  a n d  e n h a n c e  t h e  u n i q u e  b e a r  v i e w i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  M c N e i l  

R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e  S a n c t u a r y  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 1 6 0 ;

( 3 )  p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  ( 1 )  o f  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  f o r  

w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g ,  f i s h e r i e s  e n h a n c e m e n t ,  f i s h i n g ,  h u n t i n g ,  a n d  t r a p p i n g ,  f o r  t e m p o r a r y  s a f e  

a n c h o r a g e ,  a n d  f o r  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s .

( c )  T h e  B o a r d  o f  G a m e  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  h u n t i n g  o f  b r o w n  b e a r s  w i t h i n  t h e  

M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e  s h o u l d  b e  p r o h i b i t e d .

( d )  T h e  u s e  a n d  e n j o y m e n t  o f  v a l i d  r i g h t s  a n d  i n t e r e s t s  i n  m i n e r a l  c l a i m s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  

r i g h t  o f  a c c e s s ,  w i t h i n  t h e  M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e  i s  p r o t e c t e d .  T h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  d o e s  

n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  t o  o p e n  o r  c l o s e  l a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  

M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e  t o  n e w  m i n e r a l  e n t r y  u n d e r  A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 1 8 5  -  3 8 . 0 5 . 2 7 5 .

( e )  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s

( 1 )  m a y  n o t  e n t e r  i n t o  s a l e s  o f  l a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e ;

( 2 )  m a y  e n t e r  i n t o  l e a s e s  w i t h i n  t h e  M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e  i f  t h e  

c o m m i s s i o n e r  f i n d s  t h a t  a c t i v i t y  c o n d u c t e d  u n d e r  t h e  l e a s e  i s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e s  f o r  

w h i c h  t h e  r e f u g e  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d .

( f )  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  b y  J a n u a r y  3 0  o f  e a c h  y e a r

( 1 )  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  b r o w n  b e a r s  a n d  o t h e r  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  

M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e ;  a n d

( 2 )  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d  t r a p p i n g ,  f i s h e r y  e n h a n c e m e n t  a c t i v i t y ,  a n d  

m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o n  t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s .

*  S e c .  3 .  A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 1 6 0  i s  r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  1 6 . 2 0 . 1 6 0 .  M C N E I L  R I V E R  S T A T E  G A M E  S A N C T U A R Y .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e -  

o w n e d  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  t i d e l a n d s  b u t  e x c l u s i v e  o f  m a r i n e  w a t e r  a n d  s u b m e r g e d  l a n d ,  

l y i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r c e l s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e

- 3 -
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1  G a m e  S a n c t u a r y :

2  T o w n s h i p  1 2  S o u t h ,  R a n g e  2 9  W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

3  S e c t i o n s  1  -  3 6

4  T o w n s h i p  1 2  S o u t h ,  R a n g e  3 0  W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

5  S e c d o n s  1  -  3 6

6  T o w n s h i p  1 3  S o u t h ,  R a n g e  2 9  W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

7  S e c t i o n s  5 - 8

8  S e c t i o n s  1 7  -  2 0

9  S e c t i o n s  2 9  -  3 2

10 T o w n s h i p  1 3  S o u t h ,  R a n g e  3 0  W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

11 S e c t i o n s  1 - 3 6

12 T o w n s h i p  1 3  S o u t h ,  R a n g e  3 1  W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

13 S e c t i o n s  1  -  3 6

! l
1 4  T o w n s h i p  1 3  S o u t h ,  R a n g e  3 2  W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

1 5  S e c d o n s  1 -  3 6

1 6  T o w n s h i p  1 4  S o u t h ,  R a n g e  3 2  W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

|l

i ! 1 7  S e c t i o n s  1  -  1 2

' . 1 8  S e c t i o n s  1 5  -  2 2

1 9  S e c t i o n s  2 7  -  3 0 .

2 0  *  S e c .  4 .  A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 1 7 0  i s  r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  t o  r e a d :

2 1  S e c .  1 6 . 2 0 . 1 7 0 . '  P U R P O S E ;  R E G U L A T I O N S ,  ( a )  T h e  M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e

; 2 2  S a n c t u a r y  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o

;i

; | 2 3  ( 1 )  p r o v i d e  p e r m a n e n t  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  b r o w n  b e a r  a n d  o t h e r  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e

' 2 4  p o p u l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  h a b i t a t s ,  s o  t h a t  t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  m a y  b e  p r e s e r v e d  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c ,  a e s t h e d c ,

2 5  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s ;

!i
2 6  ( 2 )  m a n a g e  h u m a n  u s e  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a  w a y  t h a t  i s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  ( 1 )  o f  t h i s

j ; 2 7  s u b s e c t i o n  a n d  t o  m a i n t a i n  a n d  e n h a n c e  t h e  u n i q u e  b e a r  v i e w i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e

i!
j i 2 8  s a n c t u a r y ;  a n d

2 9  ( 3 )  p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  c o m p a r i b l e  w i t h  ( 1 )  o f  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  f o r

3 0  w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g ,  f i s h e r i e s  e n h a n c e m e n t ,  a n d  f i s h i n g ,  f o r  t e m p o r a r y  s a f e  a n c h o r a g e ,  a n d  f o r  o t h e r

3 1  a c t i v i t i e s .
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! l

1  ( b )  H u n t i n g  a n d  t r a p p i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e  S a n c t u a r y  a r e  p r o h i b i t e d .

2  ( c )  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s

3  ( 1 )  m a y  n o t  e n t e r  i n t o  s a l e s  o f  l a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e

4  S a n c t u a r y ;

5  ( 2 )  m a y  e n t e r  i n t o  l e a s e s  w i t h i n  t h e  M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e  S a n c t u a r y  i f  t h e

6  c o m m i s s i o n e r  f i n d s  t h a t  a c t i v i t y  c o n d u c t e d  u n d e r  t h e  l e a s e  i s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e s  f o r

7 w h i c h  t h e  s a n c t u a r y  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d .

8  ( d )  T h e  M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e  S a n c t u a r y  i s  c l o s e d  t o  m i n e r a l  e n t r y  u n d e r

9 A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 1 8 5  -  3 8 . C 5 . 2 7 5 .

10 ( e )  T h e  b o a r d s  m a y  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  a c c e s s ,  e n t r y ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,

1 1  f i s h i n g ,  a n d  o t h e r  u s e s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t ,  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e ,  a n d  p u b l i c

1 2  u s e  o f  t h e  M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e  S a n c t u a r y .

13 ( f )  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  b y  J a n u a r y  3 0  o f  e a c h  y e a r

i 14 ( 1 )  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  b r o w n  b e a r s  a n d  o t h e r  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s  w i t h i n  t h e

j j l 5  M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e  S a n c t u a r y ;  a n d

j l 6  ( 2 )  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  f i s h i n g  a n d  f i s h e r y  e n h a n c e m e n t  a c t i v i t y  o n  t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s .

17 * S e c .  5 .  A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 1 6 0  i s  r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  t o  r e a d :

18 S e c .  1 6 . 2 0 . 1 6 0 .  S A N C T U A R Y  E S T A B L I S H E D .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i b e d  a r e a  a n d

’19 a d j a c e n t  s t a t e  w a t e r s  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  s t a t e  g a m e  s a n c t u a r y  t o  b e  k n o w n  a s  t h e  M c N e i l  R i v e r

jl
'■20 S t a t e  G a m e  S a n c t u a r y :  B e g i n n i n g  a t  t h e  N E  c o r n e r  o f  S e c t i o n  1 3 ,  T  1 2  S  R  3 0  W ,  S . M . ,  w e s t e r l y

• 21 a l o n g  t h e  s e c t i o n  l i n e s  t o  t h e  N W  c o r n e r  o f  S e c t i o n  1 8 ,  T  1 2  S  R  3 0  W ,  S . M . ,  t h e n c e  s o u t h e r l y

22 a l o n g  t h e  t o w n s h i p  b o u n d a r y  t o  t h e  S W  c o r n e r  o f  T  1 2  S  R  3 0  W ,  S . M . ,  t h e n c e  w e s t e r l y  a l o n g

!23 t h e  n o r t h  b o u n d a r y  o f  T  1 3  S  R  3 1  W ,  S . M . ,  t o  t h e  N W  c o m e r  o f  T  1 3  S  R  3 1  W ,  S . M . ,  t h e n c e

24 w e s t e r l y  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  b o u n d a r y  o f  T  1 3  S  R  3 2  W ,  S . M . ,  t o  t h e  N W  c o r n e r  o f  T  1 3  S  R  3 2

25 W ,  S . M . ,  t h e n c e  s o u t h e r l y  a l o n g  t h e  w e s t  b o u n d a r y  o f  T  1 3  S  R  3 2  W ,  S . M . ,  t o  t h e  S W  c o m e r

2 6  o f  T  1 3  S  R  3 2  W ,  S . M . ,  t h e n c e  s o u t h e r l y  a l o n g  t h e  w e s t  b o u n d a r y  o f  T  1 4  S  R  3 2  W ,  S . M . ,  t o

27 t h e  S W  c o m e r  o f  S e c t i o n  3 0 ,  T  1 4  S  R  3 2  W ,  S . M . ,  t h e n c e  e a s t e r l y  a l o n g  t h e  s e c t i o n  l i n e s  t o  t h e

28 S E  c o r n e r  o f  S e c t i o n  2 7 ,  T  1 4  S  R  3 2  W ,  S . M . ,  t h e n c e  n o r t h e r l y  a l o n g  t h e  s e c t i o n  l i n e s  t o  t h e

29 N E  c o r n e r  o f  S e c t i o n  1 5 ,  T  1 4  S  R  3 2  W ,  S . M . ,  t h e n c e  e a s t e r l y  a l o n g  t h e  s e c t i o n  l i n e s  t o  t h e  e a s t

30  b o u n d a r y  o f  T  1 4  S  R  3 2  W ,  S . M . ,  t h e n c e  n o r t h e r l y  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t  b o u n d a r y  o f  T  1 4  S  R  3 2  W ,

31 S . M . ,  t o  t h e  N E  c o m e r  o f  T  1 4  S  R  3 2  W ,  S . M . ,  t h e n c e  e a s t e r l y  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h  b o u n d a r y  o f  T

V*

i

- 5 -
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1 *

4

1 1 3  S  R  3 1  W ,  S . M . ,  t o  t h e  S E  c o m e r  o f  T  1 3  S  R  3 1  W ,  S . M . ,  t h e n c e  n o r t h e r l y  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t

2 b o u n d a r y  o f  T  1 3  S  R  3 1  W ,  S . M . ,  t o  t h e  N E  c o m e r  o f  S e c t i o n  2 4 ,  T  1 3  S  R  3 1  W ,  S . M . ,  t h e n c e

3 e a s t e r l y  a l o n g  t h e  s e c t i o n  l i n e s  t o  t h e  S E  c o m e r  o f  S e c t i o n  1 6 ,  T  1 3  S  R  3 0  W ,  S . M . ,  t h e n c e

4 n o r t h e r l y  a l o n g  t h e  s e c t i o n  l i n e s  t o  t h e  N E  c o m e r  o f  S e c t i o n  4 ,  T  1 3  S  R  3 0  W ,  S . M . ,  t h e n c e

5 e a s t e r l y  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h  b o u n d a r y  o f  T  1 2  S  R  3 0  W ,  S . M . ,  t o  t h e  S E  c o m e r  o f  T  1 2  S  R  3 0  W ,

6 S . M . ,  t h e n c e  e a s t e r l y  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h  b o u n d a r y  o f  T  1 2  S  R  2 9  W ,  S . M . ,  t o  t h e  s h o r e l i n e  o f

7 H o r s e s h o e  C o v e  l o c a t e d  i n  S e c t i o n  3 2 ,  T  1 2  S  R  2 9  W ,  S . M . ,  t h e n c e  n o r t h e r l y ,  w e s t e r l y ,  a n d

8 n o r t h e r l y  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e  o f  m e a n  h i g h  t i d e  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  b e g i n n i n g .

9 *  S e c .  6 .  A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 1 7 0  i s  r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  t o  r e a d :

1 0 S e c .  1 6 . 2 0 . 1 7 0 .  A P P L I C A B I L I T Y  O F  O T H E R  L A W S .  T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 1 2 0

1 1 -  1 6 . 2 0 . 1 4 0  r e l a t i n g  t o  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  m u l t i p l e  u s e  a n d  s a l e  a n d  l e r . s e  o f  t h e  W a l r u s  I s l a n d s  S t a t e

1 2 G a m e  S a n c t u a r y  a p p l y  a l s o  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e  S a n c t u a r y .

1 3 *  S e c .  7 .  A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 0 4 1  i s  r e p e a l e d .

1 4 *  S e c .  8 .  S e c t i o n s  2  -  4  o f  t h i s  A c t  t a k e  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  d a t e  t h e  P a i n t  R i v e r  f i s h  l a d d e r  b e g i n s

\
1 5  o p e r a t i o n .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  s h a l l  c e r t i f y  t o  t h e  r e v i s o r  o f  s t a t u t e s  t h e  d a t e  t h e  f i s h

1 6  l a d d e r  b e g i n s  o p e r a t i o n .

1 7 *  S e c .  9 .  S e c d o n s  5  -  7  o f  t h i s  A c t  t a k e  e f f e c t  u p o n  e n t r y  o f  a  f i n a l  o r d e r  p e r m a n e n t l y  e n j o i n i n g  t h e

j
1 8  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  P a i n t  R i v e r  f i s h  l a d d e r  a n d  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  a n y  t i m e  f o r  a p p e a l  o f  t h e  o r d e r .  T h e

i i 
1 i

1 9 c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  s h a l l  c e r t i f y  t o  t h e  r e v i s o r  o f  s t a t u t e s  t h e  d a t e  d e t e r m i n e d  u n d e r  t h i s

|

j
2 0 s e c t i o n .

L S C S  C S H B  3 0 6 ( F I N )  - 6 -
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HB 306

AMENDMENT 1 BY Hoffman

Add a new section and renumber accordingly:

The Department of Fish and Game-must-report back to the 
Legislature by January 30 of each year on the status of the bears and 
other fish and wildlife within the McNeil River State Game Refuge 
and the McNeil River State Game Sanctuary, and the impacts of 
hunting and fishing, fish enhancement, and mineral resource 
development on these fish and wildlife resources.



R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

B E N  G R U S S E N D O R F

1CC1 HAUBL/T POINT ROAD 
SfTKA. ALASKA SBS33 

(007) 7A7-BASS
RULES COMMITTEE 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
OcSTmcT 3 ELRN cave PSUCAN PORT ALEXANOEI SITKA 
TENAKb'E

A l a s k a  ^ t a t t  f t e g i f i l a t u r e
WHILE IN JUNEAU P.O. Box V 

JUNEAU ALAStA SSB11
[BO7] <185-3884 [BQ71 ASO-B7BO

H o u se  o f i& e^re fien ta ttuea
S P E A K E R  O F  T H E  H O U S E

T O :

F R O M :

S E N A T O R  P O U R C H O T ,  C O - C H A I R M A N  
S E N A T O R  K E R T T U L A ,  C O - C H A I R M A N  
S E N A T E  F I N A N C E ^  C O M M I T T E E

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  J E N  G R U S S E N D O R F  
S P E A K E R  O F  T H E  H O U S E

D A T E :

S U B J E C T

M A Y  1 8 ,  1 9 9 1

C S  H B  3 0 6  ( F i n a n c e )
" A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e  
a n d  a l t e r i n g  t h e  M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e  
S a n c t u a r y ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B I L L  S U M M A R Y :  T h e  b i l l  p r o p o s e s  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s a n c t u a r y  t o
i n c l u d e  t h e  l o w e r  P a i n t  R i v e r  a n d  l o w e r  L i t t l e  K a m i s h a k  R i v e r  a t  t h e  h e a d  
o f  t h e  A l a s k a  P e n i n s u l a .  I t  a l s o  p r o p o s e s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  r e f u g e  n o r t h  o f  
t h e  s a n c t u a r y  t o  i n c l u d e  d r a i n a g e  a r e a s  o f  t h e  P a i n t  R i v e r ,  a n d  l a k e s  
c u r r e n t l y  s t o c k e d  w i t h  s a l m o n .  T h e  a r e a s  a r e  p r o p o s e d  t o  g i v e  p r i o r i t y  
s t a t u s  t o  b r o w n  b e a r  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  P a i n t  R i v e r  b y  n e w  
s a l m o n  r u n s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a n  e n h a n c e m e n t  p r o j e c t — f i s h  
l a d d e r — o n  t h e  P a i n t  R i v e r .  T h e  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  b e a r  
a n t i c i p a t e d  t o  b e  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  i n c r e a s e d  h u m a n - b e a r  c o n t a c t .
T h e  c u r r e n t  M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  G a m e  S a n c t u a r y  i s  w o r l d - r e n o w n e d  f o r  t h e  
u n i q u e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h i c h  a l l o w  b e a r s  a n d  h u m a n s  t o  i n t e r a c t  t h e r e  s a f e l y .

F I S C A L  I M P A C T :  Z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ;
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  s u b m i t s  z e r o  n o t e  i n  F Y  9 2 ,  5 . 0  i n  F Y  9 3 ,  5 2 . 9  
i n  F Y  9 4 ,  a n d  4 4 . 0  i n  F Y  9 5 - 9 7 .

P R E V I O U S  H O U S E  A C T I O N :  P a s s e d  H o u s e :  3 0  Y e a ;  7  N a y ;  3  A b s e n t

B I L L  H I S T O R Y :  A  l a w s u i t  a g a i n s t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  f i s h  l a d d e r
a t  t h e  P a i n t  R i v e r  h a s  b e e n  f i l e d  b y  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  c o n s e r v a t i o n  g r o u p s .  
T h e  b i l l  a t t e m p t s  t o  a l l e v i a t e  s o m e  c o n c e r n s  b y  t h e  v a r i o u s  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  
i n v o l v e d  i n  l i t i g a t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  l a d d e r ,  w h i l e  a l s o  p r o v i d i n g  e c o n o m i c  
d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  f o r  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s .

C o n s e r v a t i o n  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  b i l l  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  
s a n c t u a r y  t o :  p r o v i d e  p e r m a n e n t  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  b r o w n  b e a r  a n d  o t h e r  f i s h
a n d  w i l d l i f e ;  m a n a g e  h u m a n  u s e  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b e a r ;
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a n d  m a i n t a i n  a n d  e n h a n c e  t h e  u n i q u e  b e a r  v i e w i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  
s a n c t u a r y .  T h e  b i l l  p r o h i b i t s  h u n t i n g ,  t r a p p i n g  a n d  m i n e r a l  e n t r y  w i t h i n  
t h e  s a n c t u a r y .  T h e  b o a r d s  o f  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  m a y  g o v e r n  a c c e s s ,  e n t r y ,  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d  o t h e r  u s e s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  t h r o u g h  
t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  r e g u l a t i o n s .

F i s h e r i e s  e n h a n c e m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  s a n c t u a r y  a l l o w s  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  
l a d d e r  a l l o w i n g  f i v e  s p e c i e s  o f  s a l m o n  t o  n e g o t i a t e  a  4 0  f o o t  w a t e r f a l l .  
T h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  D i s t r i c t ,  I n c .  a n t i c i p a t e s  
t h e  P a i n t  R i v e r  s y s t e m  t o  p r o d u c e  m o r e  t h a n  1 . 7  m i l l i o n  s a l m o n  a n n u a l l y ,  
a d d i n g  a  p r o j e c t e d  a n n u a l  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h  h a r v e s t  a n d  p r o c e s s i n g  v a l u e  i n  
t h e  L o w e r  C o o k  I n l e t  o f  $ 1 1  m i l l i o n  a n d  a d d i n g  n e w  j o b s  t o  t h e  r e g i o n a l  
e c o n o m y .

T h e  p r o p o s e d  r e f u g e  i n c l u d e s  r i v e r  d r a i n a g e  a r e a s  a l s o  e x p e c t e d  t o  a t t r a c t  
b e a r s  a s  s a l m o n  r u n  t h e  P a i n t  R i v e r  a n d  i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s .  T h e  b o a r d  o f  
g a m e  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  h u n t i n g  o f  b r o w n  b e a r  s h a l l  b e  p e r m i t t e d .  
T h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  h u m a n  u s e s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  t h e  r e f u g e .

T h e  u n i q u e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  b i l l  a l l o w s  t h e  s a n c t u a r y  e x t e n s i o n  a n d  
t h e  r e f u g e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o n l y  u p o n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i s h  l a d d e r .

C H A N G E S  I N  S C S  C S  ( R E S !

T h e  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  a d o p t e d  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c h a n g e  t o  t h e  b i l l  
w h i c h  a p p e a r s  i n  a  n e w  l e g i s l a t i v e  f i n d i n g s  s e c t i o n .  T h i s  c h a n g e  w * s  
s u p p o r t e d  b y  D N R ,  D F & G ,  A l a s k a  O u t d o o r  C o u n c i l ,  A l a s k a  M i n e r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
C o m i n c o  A l a s k a ,  A m e r i c a n  C o p p e r  a n d  N i c k e l  C o . ,  a s  w e l l  a s  m y s e l f  a n d  i s  
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h i s  m e m o .

T h e  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  a l s o  a d o p t e d  t h e  d e l e t i o n  o f  " m i n e r a l  e n t r y "  
f r o m  p a g e  3 ,  l i n e  3 ;  w i t h i n  i n  t h e  p u r p o s e s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  r e f u g e .  T h e  
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  h a s  s t a t e d  o n  r e c o r d  t h a t  h e  p l a n s  t o  
p r o c e e d  w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  r e f u g e  v e r y  c o n s e r v a t i v e l y ,  c l o s i n g  
t h e  a r e a  t o  m i n e r a l  e n t r y  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f i v e  y e a r s .  T h i s  i s  t o  a l l o w  
t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  b r o w n  b e a r  m o v e m e n t  a f t e r  t h e  s a l m o n  b e g i n  r u n n i n g  t h e  
P a i n t  R i v e r  a n d  i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s .  " M i n e r a l  e n t r y "  i n c l u d e d  a s  a  p u r p o s e  m a y  
c a u s e  l e g a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  h i s  a u t h o r i t y  t o  c l o s e  
t h e  r e f u g e .

N e w  t e x t  w a s  i n s e r t e d  o n  p a g e  3 ,  l i n e  1 3  a s  s u b - s e c t i o n  ( d ) .  
p r o t e c t  e x i s t i n g  m i n e r a l  c l a i m s .

T h i s  i s  t o

N e w  s e c t i o n s  4 ,  5 ,  a n d  6  a r e  e n a c t e d  b y  n e w  s e c t i o n  8 .  T h i s  r e p e a l s  t h e  
r e f u g e  a n d  r e t u r n s  t h e  s a n c t u a r y  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  b o u n d a r i e s  i f  t h e  l a d d e r  
i s  p e r m a n e n t l y  h a l t e d  b y  l e g a l  a c t i o n .



Sea. Lloyd Joneu, 
Sen. Sam Cotten. 
Sen. Dick ElLaaon, 
Sen. Sieve Frank. 
Sen. Rick Halford, 
Sen. Curt Menard 
Sen. Fred ZharofT.

Chair 
Viet-Chair 
. Member 
Member 
Member 

. Member 
Member

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

S e n a te  R e s o u rc e s  C o m m it te e

P.O. Box V 
Juneau. AK 99811

907 465-4907 
Fax: 907 465-3922

May 18,1991

TO: Senate Resources Committee Members
FROM: Senate Resources Committee S ta ff - Paula Terrel
SUBJECT: SenatTBill 306

bl= .uS<£
A working group met for two hours on consensus language for Senate-Bill 306. 
Included in the group were members o f the mining industry, legislative s ta ff 
from the offices o f Representative Grussendorf and o f Senators Jones, Zharoff, 
Frank, Cotten, Menard, representatives from  the Departments o f Natural 
Resources and Fish and Game, United Fishermen o f A laska and the 
Environmental Lobby. Alan Phipps o f the Alaska Center for the Environment was 
included by speaker phone.
The group agreed to include Findings language in the proposed SCS for CS HB 
306 (Resources) as follows:
The Legislature finds th a t : ____

1) the viewing o f bears and other uses o f fish and wildlife;
2 ) fish ing and fish enhancement;
3) m inera l resource development; c*-—-
■ 4 \ T & A P * r i o / 0 i A L _ ,  | 4 t ‘S > T o / U c A < -  A N D  C U L T U R A L  U S e S  are im portan t uses o f the McNeil R ive r State Game Refuge. The management 

plan fo r the McNeil R ive r State Game Refuge sha ll address these uses.

S ta ff has checked with the legislative drafter who confirms that this language in 
no way prevents the Commissioner o f Natural Resources from temporarily or 
permanently closing an area to new m ineral entry by administrative order.



May 17, 1991

Senator Lloyd Jones 
Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Jones:

The Alaska Outdoor Council (AOC) supports the Paint River fishway 
project and the conservation of other fish and game of the area including 
the brown bears which frequent the McNeil River drainage. We also 
support perpetuation of the remarkable bear viewing opportunities at the 
McNeil River falls. We appreciate the Legislature's interest in the project 
and related matters, and Representative Grussendorf's and your collective 
efforts to devise a legislative compromise which reassures the various 
interested parties that their concerns will be addressed.

We wish to reiterate our basic position that this legislation is not 
necessary to address and accommodate the various interests. Adequate 
authority and flexibility is present in existing statutes and regulatory 
options. But, since this forum focuses on a legislative approach we offer 
the following recommendations to make the current version of HB 306 
acceptable to the AOC.

* The principle purpose of the Refuge should reflect a broad conservation 
mandate, delete the existing language of 16.20.041(b)(1), and insert 
language along these lines:

"provide for the conservation of brown bears and of other fish and game 
populations and their habitats to maintain, enhance, and utilize these 
resources consistent with the sustained yield principle".

Affiliated with National Rifle Association
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* Delete 16.20.170(b). Determination of hunting and trapping 
opportunities should be made by the Board of Game.

* Change the designation of the Little Kamishak/Kamishak Rivers Unit of 
the proposal from sanctuary to refuge, and add the Amakdedori River 
drainage to the north side of the refuge. This proposal was made at a 
meeting of interested parties in Anchorage and received wide support.

These changes would be consistent with maintaining the exemplary bear 
management program in the McNeil River Sanctuary, address concerns 
related to the fishway project, and help ensure that opportunities for 
public uses of public fish and game resources are balanced.

We also support the efforts of the Department of Fish and Game and of 
other interested parties to maintain adequate opportunities and access for 
other resource uses in the refuge.

Sincerely,

Richard HT Bishop - 
Legislative Affairs




