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Sena te  Bill No. 62

"An Act requiring the Depar tment of Community and  Regional Affairs, with the 
advice and  cooperat ion of the Depar tment of Health a nd  Social Services, to 
establish and evaluate a pilot hous ing sea rch  service project for the  homeless  
and  tho se  in temporary and  unsafe housing; and  providing for an effective date"

DISCUSSION

Sena te  Bill No. 62 calls upon the  Depar tment of Health and  Social Services to 
advise and  coope ra te  with the Depar tment of Community and  Regional Affairs 
to develop a  pilot hous ing sea rch  project for the home le ss  and  the near- 
homeless,  and to establish criteria for the referral of eligible individuals and  
families to the project for the homeless.

DHSS is aware of the  magni tude of the problem of hom e le s sn e s s  a n d  suppor t s  
the concep t  of housing sea rch  projects for Alaska’s  home le ss  population. DHSS 
currently provides emergency  housing a ss i s tance  to financially needy  individuals 
and families who are homeless  or facing eviction, th rough the General Relief 
Assis tance program.

The Depar tment of Community and  Regional Affairs currently provides funds for 
the deve lopment and  main tenance of shel ters for the homeless  by providing 
grant funds to local organizations which ope ra te  th e se  facilities. Experience has 
demons t ra ted  that the operat ion of such projects is mos t  effectively done  with 
local control of project des ign and  administration. The legislation at hand 
provides for the design, by DCRA and  DHSS, of a single housing sea rch  pilot 
project to be  ope ra ted  ai two sites in the state.

RECOMMENDATION

We believe that, if the s ta te c h oo s e s  to fund such  a project, the mos t  effective 
way to des ign and  evaluate the project would be  by granting funds to local 
organizations which would design, implement, and  evaluate the effectiveness of 
the project. Local organizations already have knowledge and  exper ience in 
a s se s s ing  and  add ress ing  the n e e d s  of their home le ss  populations, and  in the 
realities of local housing markets. B ecause  mos t  existing p rog ram s  for the 
homeless  are adminis tered at the local level, local des ign  and  control of a 
housing sea rch  project would allow for effective coordination with existing 
p rog rams for the homeless, and  could serve to enh an c e  the effectiveness of 
tho se  p rog rams already in place.
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While we suppor t  the concep t  of a  pilot hous ing sea rch  p rogram for the 
homeless,  we recommend  against  p a s s a g e  of this legislation.

Date:

Approved by:
Theodore  A. Mala, MD, MPH 

Commiss ioner 
Depar tment of Health & 

Social Services
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