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H C R  25 r e c o m m e n d s  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  l o g i s t i c s  a n d  
f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c  C o p p e r  R i v e r  R a i l r o a d ,  
r u n n i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  c o a s t a l  c o m m u n i t y  of C o r d o v a  a n d  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
m i n i n g  t o w n  o f  C h i t i n a  in t h e  i n t e r i o r .

H C R  25 d o e s  n o t  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  f u n d  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  
p r o j e c t ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t ,  r e l e v a n t  d e p a r t m e n t s  c o n s i d e r  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a c o n s o r t i u m  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  
Al a s k a ,  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  p r i v a t e  b u s i n e s s e s .

R a t i o n a l e :  T h e  a r e a  o f  A l a s k a  c o m p r i s i n g  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d  a n d
t h e  i n t e r i o r  s u r r o u n d i n g  C h i t i n a  is a m o n g  t h e  m o s t  s c e n i c  c o u n t r y  
in A l a s k a .  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  h i s t o r i c  C o p p e r  R i v e r  R a i l r o a d  
w o u l d  a c t  as b o t h  a n a t u r a l  t o u r i s t  d r a w  a n d  a l i n k  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  
a r e a s .

T h e  C o p p e r  R i v e r  r a i l r o a d ,  in l i n k a g e  w i t h  j e t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  v i a  
C o r d o v a ,  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  o f  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound, 
w o u l d  c r e a t e  a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c i r c u i t  t h a t  w o u l d  e n h a n c e  t o u r i s m  
b o t h  in t h i s  c o m b i n e d  r e g i o n  a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a .  U s i n g  t h e s e  
m o d e s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  w o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  " E u r o p e a n "  s t y l e  of  
t o u r i s t s  ( e m p l o y i n g  m a s s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ) , w h i c h  p r o d u c e s  l e s s  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  y e t  m o r e  f i n a n c i a l  i m p a c t  on l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s  
a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s .

T h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h i s  r a i l r o a d  w o u l d  b r i n g  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  to 
a r e g i o n  t h a t  is e c o n o m i c a l l y  d e p r e s s e d .  A s t r o n g  t o u r i s m  p u s h  in 
t h i s  c o m b i n e d  r e g i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e f u r b i s h m e n t  of t h e  i n c l u d e d  
c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  m i n i n g  h i s t o r y  a n d  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  c o u l d
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b e  a d r a w  f r o m  b o t h  t h e  O r i e n t  a n d  E u r o p e ,  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  air 
t r a f f i c  i n t o  t h e  s t a t e  d u r i n g  a t i m e  o f  o n g o i n g  r e d u c t i o n  in su c h  
a i r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

T h e  t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y  is l o o k i n g  a n x i o u s l y  f o r  safe, u n c r o w d e d  
t o u r i s t s  a t t r a c t i o n s  in a w o r l d  b e c o m i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p a c t e d  and 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  p o l l u t e d .  T h e  c o m b i n e d  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m
S o u n d / C h i t i n a  r e g i o n — c o u p l e d  t o g e t h e r  b y  t h e  h i s t o r i c  C o p p e r  R i v e r  
R a i l r o a d — c o u l d  b e c o m e  t h e  n e x t  g l o b a l  r e c r e a t i o n  cent e r .  T h e  
m i x t u r e  of  c o a s t a l  a n d  i n t e r i o r  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  u n s p o i l e d  w i l d e r n e s s ,  
a n d  r u s t i c  c o m m u n i t i e s  m a k e s  it a n a t u r a l .

R a t i o n a l e  2: F o r  a l m o s t  h a l f  a c e n t u r y  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  of C o r d o v a
h a s  b e e n  d i v i d e d  o v e r  t h e  i s s u e  o f  w h e t h e r  or  n o t  t o  b u i l d  a ro a d  
t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  u s i n g  t h e  C o p p e r  R i v e r  R a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r .  T h i s  
i s s u e  h a s  b e e n  o n e  o f  g r e a t  e m o t i o n a l  d i s p u t e ,  l i t e r a l l y  p i t t i n g  
n e i g h b o r  a g a i n s t  n e i g h b o r ,  y e a r  a f t e r  year. D o z e n s  o f  s u r v e y s  have 
b e e n  c o m p l e t e d ;  s t u d i e s  h a v e  b e e n  p e r f o r m e d ;  a n d  t h e  b a t t l e  s t ill 
r a g e s .

T h e  C o p p e r  R i v e r  R a i l r o a d  c a n  b e  s e e n  as a p o s i t i v e  c o m p r o m i s e  on 
t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  a l l o w i n g  l a n d  a c c e s s  w h i l e  p r o t e c t i n g  f r a g i l e  
e n v i r o n m e n t s  l i k e  t h e  C o p p e r  R i v e r  Del t a .  I t  is d i f f i c u l t  to 
c o n t r o l  g r o w t h  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  a l o n g  a road. A  r a i l r o a d  
c a n  p r o v i d e  b o t h  t h e  a c c e s s  a n d  c o n t r o l  o v e r  b o t h  g r o w t h  and 
e x p a n s i o n  o f  p o p u l a t i o n s  a n d  l a n d  use.
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ALTERNATIVES FOR CORDOVA P.O. Box 1464 Cordova, AK 99574
March 18,1991

Alaska State Legislature Juneau, AK 99811
Greetings:

W c  w ou ld  lik e  to  toko  this oppo rtun ity  to  char© with you  com© o f  the p re lim in a ry
results o f the survey we just completed in Cordova and the surrounding area seeking public opinion on the issue o f the Copper River Highway.

In order to give everyone a chance to participate, we did a bulk mailing of 
approximately 1500 surveys to every boxholder in Cordova. In addition, surveys were made 
available at Cordova District Fishermen United and the Hometown Bakery and. ads were 
placed on the TV scanner and with posters in downtown business establishments advising folks of the existence of the survey, locations where surveys could be obtained and 
deadlines. The survey was closed down on March 3,1991. We received a return of 497 
surveys. O f these, 482 were signed by residents claiming that they were physically present in Cordova during the time the survey took place. Of the 482 signed returns, 38 returns 
were uncounted due to being incomplete or undecided. We feel this is a valid number of 
returns and gives a good indication of how Cordovans feel on this issue at this time as it,
cuiitpciica w e ll w illi ou i community's tu rn  ou t a t e lections.

The results of the survey on the question:
Do you as an individual wish to see the completion of ths Copper River Highway 

into Cordova?
Yes
No

124
320

28%72%
On the question ranking the preference, o f various alternatives by weight:
(1) Improved Ferry
(zS  C u rren t F e r ry
(3) Summer Road-Improved Ferry
(4) Summer Road-Current Ferry
(5) All Weather Federal Standard Highway
(6) Other
Actual tabulations of results:

2274 points
1670 p o in to
1362 points 
1101 points 
1049 points 
597 points

All Weather Federal Standard 
Improved Ferry 
Current Ferry
Sum m er R o a d - Im p ro v e d  F e rry
Summer Road-Current Ferry 
Other

# 1 m i m MO. MS MS79 10 31 24 96 137280 * 59 22 56 20 3
33 223 37 26 71 18
79 77. 17.9 9 6 22 2016 30 75 114 92 2927 21 54 5 21 57
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Page Two 
March 18,1991

F r o m  t k c a e  r o o u l t o ,  o n *  e o n  0 0 0  t h a t  t i n *  « 1> v i o u o  f l r o t  * k o i * »  o f  m a n y  C a r d o v o n r  i c  .

an improved feriy syctf»m. T personally hope to see our Legislature in the forefront of 
working to seek improvements in our existing highway system, the Alaska Marine Highway. We need to bring Its service up to the best it can be before spending excessive time and 
energy bringing into existence an unproven and costly alternative which may prove 
unnecessary or possibly even harmful.

It is our hope to be able to transcribe all comments (both pro and con) into a 
readable manuscript available as soon as possible. One thing these comments show is that 
we are a community with strong feelings on this issue and that all stands on the issue o f the 
Copper River Highway need to be prefaced with the modifier "some.1’ So while it is true 
that "some" Cordovans want the road, it is also just as true (and our survey shows it’s a good 
percentage) that "some" don't. Maybe it's time, in the wake of the oil spill experience, to 
see whether or not plans for the transportation system in Cordova reflect the views of its
residents.

Current spokesperson tor me group or coraovans v/no make up /vucrnaiives for 
Cordova.

Ralph E. Lohse 424-7170
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Alternatives for Cordova Public Opinion Survey Compilation of Results

1. Please rank in order of preference the following alternatives to the transportation system for Cordova. Please use a 1 
through 6 ranking, with 1 being your first choice and 6 being your last choice.

Points Firsts

[1] Improved ferry {Alaska Maxine Highway} 2274 280

[2] Current ferry {Alaska Marine Highway} 1699 33
[3] Summer road and improved ferry {Alaska Marine Highway} 1362 25
[4] S u m m e r  road and current ferry {Alaska Marine Highway} 1101 16

[5] All weather Federal Standard highway 1048 79

[6] Other

2. Cordova cnioYS excellent airline service for a community its size. If there is a summer hiehwav into Cordova, is it 
your opinion that freight and passenger traffic using the Cordova Airport terminal will be affected?

[ 30 ] Increase [ 255 ] Decrease [ 175 ] Remain the same.

What affect do you feel this will have a on the quality and frequency of air service we enjoy year-round as a community 
in the future.

[44) Positive [ 2501 Negative (149) No affect,

3. Is the quality and frequency of year-round air service to Cordova currently important to you?
[ 447 J yes [ 15) no.

Would it be important to you if there was a "summer road"7 
[ 300 j yes [ 154 ] no.

Would it be important to you if there was a "year-round" highway? «
(287]yes [156] no.

4. Wlib the completion of the Copper River Highway an alternative to the current barge freight system would be 
available, especially in the summer when we generate our largest volume. In your opinion, which transportation is the 
cheapest? <

[ 154 ] Ivighway-truck [ 274 ] watei-barge

0 , I f  l l i e t e  vrns a tn o jo t lu i lu e i lu i i lu  the vu lu iuc  u f  fsc lg lu  ava ila b le  iu  u u i b a ig e  V ilti t iiv i, d o  you  fou l Oils
would have a major affect on the frequency and cost of our water (barge} freight du. „ the year?

[ 354 ] yes [ 95 j no.

6. The completion of the Copper River Highway will give Cordova residents at least summer road access to the discount 
stores of Anchorage. What affect do you feel this will have on the year-round cost of living in Cordova?

(142 ] Increase [ 128 ] Decrease [ 194 ] No affect *

7. As a year-round resident, do you feel this will affect goods available in local stores
[ 133 ] Increase [ 204 ] Decrease volume
[ 142 ] Increase [ 173 j Decrease selection
[ 190 j Increase [ 165 j Decrease cost

8. The completion of the Copper River Highway will provide an alternative to the current furry system, with its 
completion do you feel the State of Alaska will be likely to improve Cordova's fr.rry service in fhe winter months?

(60) More [ 376 ] Less
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9. Have you as an Individual been out to mile 27 on the Copper River Highway between November 1 and April 1 any 
time?

[ 358 J yes [80 ] no

What is your idea of the velocity of the winter winds in the 27 to 35 mile vicinity?
120 J 0-30 [ 182 ] 30-60 [ 179 J 60-90

What is your estimate of the snowfall along the Copper River Highway?
[ 0 ] light [ 38) moderate [ 130 ] heavy [ 114) extremely heavy [ 117 ] severe

10. What do you feel that the cost of maintaining the Copper River Highway as a winter road would be?
[ 32 ] In line with other major highways 
[ 50 j Slightly higher than other major highways 
[ 113 ] extremely higher then otber major highways 
[ 245 j prohibitively high.

11. D o  you feel that the State's current fiscal position allows adequate winter maintenance of its presently constructed
highway syalom?

[ 177 ] yes [ 254 ] no.

What condition do you feel that currently constructed roads and highways in the state arc in?
[ 55 ] Good [ 140 ] Fair [ 136 ] Adequate [ 111 ] Poor condition

Do you feel that the Coppa River Highway can and will be maintained in a condition to provide safe winter access to 
Cordova?

[ 86 J yes [ 241 ] no

12. As a parent, friend or neighbor would you prefer to see our local school children travel to their winter athletic 
contests?

( 55 ] The Copper River Highway [ 358 J The Alaska Marine Highway and Richardson Highway

13. Currently we Cordovans enjoy a community where many do not lock their doors or remove the !#«ys from their cars, 
and where the majority feel safe from assault to themselves or their children. While Cordova is by far not crime free,
major violcnco is not a concern of it avorago cituMn, many havo oKocon it for this roar.on. Do you fool that the
completion of the Copper River Highway will have an affect on this feeling of security?

[ 98 ] no affect [ 26 ] a positive affect [ 325 j a negative affect

14. W e  Cordovans make our living in many ways. Do you feel that the completion of the Copper River Highway will 
have an afreet on your family’s gross income?

[ oo ] —  [ i-r\ ]

Do you feel it will hi*e an a (Tea on your farail/s expenditures?
[ 109 ] positive (147 ] negative [ 186 ] none

D o  you feel havo an affect on your family's nut income?

[ 166 ] increase [ 149 ] decrease (223 j remain the same •'

15. Considering your answers to the previous questions, do you feel at this time that the completion of the Copper River 
Highway will affect your quality of life as a year-round resident of Cordova?

[ 106 ] positively [ 296 ] negatively [ 45) no
Do you feel that itc completion will affect yon* rWicinn fn remain a winfnr resident?

[ 70 ] Increase [ 139 j Decrease (226 ] none



16. W e  Cordovans are here for many reasons, not all of which can be measured in economic terms. D o  you feel that 
acatket.c* &nJ quality uf lifo teiuuiw are vaiia considerations in the decision as to whether or not to build the C oddct 
R iver Highway?[ 379 J yes 151J no

Do you feel that Cordova will have a better chance To survive. ar>H prnijwr ir «• U  tk. (uw,» tl.w
completion of the Copper River Highway?

[ 148 ] yes 1282 ] no
Do you feel that Cordova can maintain its uniqueness and survive and prosper in the future without the Copper River 
Highway?

[ 343 ] yes [ 96] no

17. Lastly, do you as an individual wish to see the completion of the Copper River Highway into Cordova7
[124] Yes [320]No

f

<




