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M e m o r a n d u m

TO: Representative Richard Foster, Chairman
House Transportation Committee

FROM: Representative Randy Phillips
DATE: January 22, 1991

RE: Sponsor Statement in Support o f House B ill 402
"An Act naming the Glenn G. Briggs Bridge."

Glenn G. Briggs was a pioneer businessman and philanthropist who made 
major contributions to Alaska and to the Chugiak-Eagle R iver area in 
particular. He died on May 10, 1990 at the age o f 87.

In 1932, Glenn Briggs was chosen by the U.S. government to to assist in 
the development o f native-owned reindeer herds on the Seward Peninsula.
W ith the outbreak o f W orld War II, the reindeer project came to an end.
In 1943 he decided that Eagle River was "a good place to park the pigs.", 
he then devoted the rest o f his life to making the community a place where 
people like to live. Glenn Briggs purchased a 160 acre homestead in Eagle 
R iver and started a hog farm, meat-packing house and smoke house. ♦

Mr. Briggs developed one o f the first subdivisions in Eagle River. He 
helped to develop the Eagle River Shopping Center and the Parkgate 
Professional Building. Mr. Briggs underwrote the costs o f writing and 
publishing the book B ETW EEN  TW O  R IV E R S, by Marjorie Cochrane, a 
history o f the Chugiak-Eagle River area. He was instrumental in 
organizing the Chugiak-Eagle River Chamber o f Commerce, the Eagle 
River Lions Club, Knik Little League and several other organizations. He 
was particularly supportive o f youth and established scholarships that have 
benefitted a number o f local high school students.



The true extent o f Glenn G. Briggs' philanthropy w ill never be known as 
he often used fictitious names to identify his gifts. He refused requests to 
be photographed in connection with contributions and asked that he not be 
identified fo r his support o f non-profit organizations.
Glenn G. Briggs was a man who refused to be recognized fo r his 
contributions while living. It is fitting that we should now give him the 
recognition he deserved by naming the Hiland Bridge in his honor.

I f  you have any questions do not hesitate to call me at 4949.
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The mail who in:194? decided : 
Eagle River'was ‘‘a good place to 
park the pigs"-; — and then 
devoted the reit’ oT'his life to. 
making the comrfiiiriity a plice 
where people, like to live- — 
passed away May 10, 1990. "v 

At a memorial - service held ■ 
yesterday .{WedhesdayX ht • 
Evergreen Memorial Chapel; - 
many friends-- rdlaiedj incidents' 
from the. life of Glenn ̂ Gillen 
Briggs.; H6'WiS^'hdsihcssman; 
developer, and leader. who., still 
had. an.' active': irttctfcst*:iri. th e ' 
welfare o f his Coinrnunity. when . 
he died .at;the:a£e'of'87. ...r^  ‘ •' 

H aving '.a  background, ili' 
animal husbaildry and the riuiat 
packing industry. Mr; Briggs was 
chosert by lht. U.S: government- 
to assist, in.efforts.to. develop 
native-owned reindeer'; herds-,*1 
One of four unit managers hired 
by the Bureail;of Lhnd Manage­
ment, he wenuo';Nome.in' 1932' 
aboard '  the ; steaihship "Vic- 
lona. . j*.' l

It was. during his’worlcbn the 
Seward Peninsula; that he met 
Mary Louise. Campbell, daughter 
of the owneif of the trading post 
at Kotzebue! :They were married 
on • November'.;18/ .1936. • Four 
years ago the couple.celebrated • 
their golden.wedding annivosary 

■ among a .larpft crowtLot friendi.

The rdrideer pr6ject -;*j.ie.to 
;an end With, the-outbreak of. 
‘World War If. Mri Briggs went ‘ 
to Juneau lo;enlisl in the aim ed. 
forces but as a riiain ifed b an  past 
3ge35 was rejected, according to 

■‘an interview 'recorded -'in-"Bet- 
‘‘wecn Two Rivers," a History of ,• 

Chugiak -Eagle JRrvir writtenby- 
'M arjorie’CdcKiatii;.* ■

’ •• •H a r i r t^  bc^ri im p re ssed ’ With - 
• l f ie : a re a 0W h i l i t r a v e l i n g  - f rom  
•A n ch o ra g e  •: io':r t h c " - y 6 i l o g  : 
!a J r i c l i l lU r b l  c p f d j e c t ‘ ; l r i - . : tb e  v  

' Matanuskd ' • Valley,',. Mr.-'-Briggs • 
. ;h n d  'rb e e r i : ! in te r e s t c t fH n ;  t h e ;
: .possibi lity o f  settling he ie  'ahd . 

ra i sfngJ' d i r u m M ;T o ^ ih t a  tr^.He 
■'.drtanged fc t r - i  con tract t ^ u p -

* p ly* the !-'new;'Ff.' R icha fdsb i i •
. m iBtii iy base Vrlth jjorlc :1; 1̂  ^ ^ -.;

^B r ig j^ 'p i i rch as id ;- '  the :
• - IB fcac fev  Homestead ;  o f  ? Jack  : 
. 'C obo l 'and  established the^hog

. 'ranch 'there; The 'couple "con­
tinued the ode ration' forseveral 
years. , ;* . '

Al'the conclusion o f  the w ar,. 
Mr; Briggs saw the area’s pbien- * 

.. .fia] -:as; a,-desirable presidentialv 
^ :coriiraumty and dev^bped one of 

the^iM 'E aglc p'Ri^eri:siibdm- •. 
i'sions. EvJrt though nbt required ~ 
at-thiit' time;' he provided’many - 
'amenities- which -added ..to the . 
quality of the neighborhoods he ' 

_createtL'ir;: ̂  . . - ." i:'! U 1

Glenn- G fB riggsd tad  a t age 87
■ • •• ,f, .* I .V-. /. •••

Recogniz ing a need f o r  goods 
and  services in the growing com­
m un i ty ; .  M r . ’  Briggs.- jo ined? i n - 
bu i ld ing ;EagIe R iv e r -Sh opp ing  • 
C e n t e r ,  i f l t -  h o u s e d  • s e v e r a l  - 
businesses, inc luding a  grocery 
s t d r e f a n d - t h e  .post o ffice;. . He 
later formedLa zroiiELWhich_bui!t_

t h e '  P a r k g a t e *  P r o f e s s i o n a l  
Bu i ld ing .

M r .  Briggs'was instrumental in 
o rgan iz ing  the Chug iak  - Eagle 
R iv e r  C h am be r  o f  Commerce  
and  served o n  its first board  o r  
d i rec to rs . ,  . ' * • t,
. C u l tu ra l  .needs o f  the c om ­

m un ity  were a ls o  backed by the 
. pioneer developer who supported 
and con tr ibu ted  to various p ro ­
jects. He  was instrumental in f o r ­
ming the Eag le  R ive r Lions Club,- 
K n i k  L i t t le - League and other 
organizations.- .He. was partic­
u la r ly  suppo r t iv e .o f  activities l o r  • 
y oung .p e op le^ and  th rough his * 
bus ine i .es  assisted with many o f  
the ir  f inanc ia l needs. • •
. .M r . ,B r i g g s  shunned publicity 
f o r  his ph i lan th rop ies , in some 
cases inven t ing  fictit ious names 
to be listed.as sponsors o f  siich 
things as scholarsh ips f o r  loca l 
h igh schooLstiidents . H e  declin ; 
ed reques ts . tb .be  pho tog raphed 
in  connection :w ith contribuu'oris 
and asked that he not be id en - :  
l i f icd  f o r  his support  o f  n o n ­
p ro f i t  o rgan iza t ion s . .  . . - 
. . .E x p and in g  h is in te re s t  • in  
a f fa i rs .w h ich  a f fec ted  the c om ­
mun ity , M r .  Briggs was active in 

• p o l i t i c s .  H e  > was a staunch 
Repub lican  and  he ld lo c a l .a n d  
state o f f ic e s  .w ith in the pa rty .

f h p  . C r v a U r  . .A n r h n r o o p  .

10 at age 87
Area  B o ro u gh  was fo rmed in 
1963 , he was. elected as the first 
assemblyman'. f r om  Chugiak - 
Eag le  R i v e r . . '

M r !  B r ig g s  c on s id e red  it 
. im po rtan t that the com m un ity ’ s 

h isto ry  be w ritten . He under­
w rote p r in t ing o f  I he "Be tw een  
Tw o  R iv e rs "  b o o k  and prov ided 
m any  o f  the , pictures, i i  c on ­
ta in e d . - "  \

A  chhrtcr . ’ m embe r oi' the 
Chug iak  - Ea&le R ive r C h am be r 
o f  C om m erce  and Ertgle R ive r  
L ions  C lub ,  he held membersh ip 
o v e r  the year* in a number o f  
o th e r com m un ity  g roups . A t  the 
t ime o f  his d ea th ,  he he ld a pos i­
tion o n  the b o a rd  o f  trustees o f  
the Chugiak Senior ,Center F o un ­
da t ion , Inc . and  was active in 
.that g r o u p , . ,  . . . .

• ' - B o r n  N o v im b e r  16,. 1902 , in 
In d e p e n d e n c e , - I o w a ,  G le n n  
G il len  Briggs was Ihe son  o f  John 
D am on  Briggs': and N o ra  A .

■ Gil len . H e  is survived by his wife , 
M a ry  Lo t i B r igg s -o f  the. fam i ly  
home in E ag le  R iv e r ; - and two 
b r o t h e r s ; .  J am e s  B r ig g s  o f  
Va lice to , Ca li f . '  and D a le  Briggs 
o f  Eag le River.'-'..'.'
' T h e  f a m i l y  suggests tha t 
metho r la l con tr ibu t ions be made 
in his n am e -t o  Chug iak  Sen io r  
C c n iw  F ounda t ion , ‘ In c . ,  H C 7 8  
B o x  2 890 , C hug iak  9 9 567 ._______



28 BETWEEN TWO RIVERS

R iv e rs  and  the next y ea r  w o r k  began o n  the P a lm e r  H ig hw ay .  T h e  
h ighway was a  jo in t  accomp lishmen t o f  A ncho rage  L igh t and P ow e r  
and  A la s k a  R ou d  C om m is s io n .  E ach  bu i l t  twe lve m iles o f  the 
m eande r ing  o n e - la n e  h ighway .

It was a  h ighw ay  in name  o n ly .  M a r y  S icben tha le r  B ry a n t ,  w ho  
m ov ed  to  P a lm e r  w ith he r husband  when  he was h i red  to  he lp  bu i ld  
the c o lo n y ,  rem em be red  it as “ the aw fu l le s t  r o a d .  W h e n  it was icy, 
y o u  c o u ld n ’ t get a ro u n d  the cu rves . T h e  r o a d  was so  bad in w in te r  
that when  we go t to  E k lu t n a  F la ts  I ’ d u sua l ly  say , " S t o p ,  I want 
to  get o u t  a n d  w a l k ! "

P e te r  B a g o y ,  w h o  had gone  to  w o r k  f o r  the r o a d  c om m iss ion  in  
1927 , said that a f te r  freezeup , la te in the fa l l  o f  1936, m oto r is ts  cou ld  
d r iv e  f r o m  A nch o ra g e  to  P a lm e r .  “ I t  was no t a g o od  r o a d , "  he 
add ed , " b u t  it was p a s s ab le . ”

B u t  M e lv a  P ip p e l  ca l led  the r o a d  “ the m os t  in teresting th ing thut 
ever h appened  in S ou th c en t ra l  A l a s k a . M e l v a  and  he r h u sband  
W a l t e r  were c o lon is t s ,  n ew ly  a r r iv ed  f r o m  M in n e so ta ,  and a decade 
la te r ,  they w ou ld  have n inety acres o f  vegetab les u nd e r  cu l t iv a t ion  
in E ag le  R iv e r .  But when  they reached  P a lm e r  in 1 936 , there were 
o n ly  e ighteen m iles o f  r o a d  in the M a ta n u s k a  V a l le y .  T h e  c o lon is t s ,  
used t o  th ou san d s  o f  m iles o f  h ighways in the states , o f t e n  fe lt 
t rapp ed .

T h e  P a lm e r  H ighw ay  was ” . . .  a title n a r row  ro a d ,  a one-car ro a d  
w ith t u r n o u t s , "  M e lv a  sa id . Bu t when it was o pen ed , " Y o u  never 
saw so  m an y  h appy  peop le .  T h e y  had  som ep lace  to  g o . "  She  and  
W a l t e r  d r o v e  an o ld  t ruck  to  A nch o ra g e  to  a ttend the ir  f i rs t  F u r  
R endezvou s  that w inter . She wo re  " a  lo ng  red velvet gown ove r  that 
l i tt le  o ld  n a r r o w  h ighway  and W a l t e r  was a l l  dressed up  t o o . "  T he  
fo l l o w in g  s um m e r  they t o o k  the ir  f o u r  ch i ld ren  to  A n c h o ra g e ’ s 
F o u r th  o f  J u ly  c e le b ra t ion .  M e lv a  rem em be red  “ a l l  the o ld  g o ld  
m ine rs  and  t r a p p e r s ”  who  came to  tow n  f o r  the F o u r th .  “ T h e y  
w ou ld  take  o u r  l i tt le  k ids and  buy c and y  f o r  th em . T h e y  were the 
k indest p eop le  . . . a nd  ta lk  abou t  a w o n d e r fu l  t im e ! "

A n o th e r  t rave le r  on  the P a lm e r  H ig hw ay  not long a f te r  it was first 
open ed  was G le n n  B r iggs , a re indee r un it m anage r  f o r  the D e p a r t ­
ment o f  the In t e r io r  in W es te rn  A la s k a .  H e  had been in A la s k a  since 
1932 , but had no t visited the Sou thcen t ra l  a rea , and he was interested 
in its p o ten t ia l  f o r  l iv es tock  ra is ing .

B r iggs had  g radua ted  f r o m  Io w a  S ta te  with a m a j o r  in a n im a l  
h u sb an d ry  and  a m in o r  in e con om ic s .  A f t e r  g ra d u a t i o n ,  he went to
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w o rk  f o r  A rm o u r  P a c k in g  C o m p a n y  in C h ic ag o .  W es te rn  A la s k a ,  
at that t ime, was popu la ted  with re indeer which had been in t roduced  
seve ra l decades e a r l ie r  to  he lp  p ro v id e  Nat ives with a new sou rce  
o f  meat when the a rea  was threatened by  f o o d  shortages . G ra d u a l ly ,  
m an y  o f  the herds had  been acqu ired  by L om en  C o m p a n y .  L om e n  
deer and  N a t iv e -ow ned  he rds had becom e  in te rm ixed , and  by  1932 , 
the D e p a r tm en t  o f  the In t e r io r  had o rd e re d  that o n ly  Nat ives w ou ld  
be a l low ed  to  own  the herds . N eg o t ia t io n s  began to  re tu rn  the herds 
o f  n on -N a t iv e s  tc the E sk im o s .  D epa r tm en t  o f  the In t e r io r  rep resen ­
tatives visited the M id -W e s t ,  lo o k in g  f o r  pe rsons  expe r ienced in 
a n im a l  h u sband ry  w ho  w ou ld  rep resent the Nat ives d u r ing  the 
changeo ve r .  Briggs was o ne  o f  the f o u r  un it m anage rs  h i red .

In A n cho ra g e ,  o n  v aca t ion , he met I .M .C .  A nd e rs on , head o f  the 
F a rm  H o m e  A dm in is t r a t io n ,  and  ta lk e d  with h im  a b ou t  the 
poss ib i l i ty  o f  l ivestock raising in Sou thcen tra l A la sk a . A nde rson  to o k  
h im  to  P a lm e r ,  driv ing ove r the g rave l,  w inding road  c lose ly bo rde red  
by w i l low s .  Briggs l iked  the lo o k s  o f  the c ou n t r y  A n d e r s o n  showed 
h im  and  was conv in ced  that he w ou ld  l ike  to re tu rn  when his j o b  
with the D ep a r tm en t  o f  the In t e r io r  ended .

E n ro u te  to P a lm e r ,  Briggs and Ande rson  p ro b ab ly  passed a sm a l l ,  
f l a t - r o o f e d  ro adh ou se  near U p p e r  F i re  L a k e .  In 1934 , b e fo re  the 
bridge across Eag le  R ive r  was c om p le ted ,  K en  Laugh lin  fi led o n  160 
acres a d jo in in g  the S ieben tha le r 's  hom es tead  to  the east. H is  land 
inc luded  U p p e r  F ire  L a k e ,  and , in 1935 , he bui lt a sm a l l  tw o - ro om  
cab in o n  a h i l l a b ove  the n o r th  end o f  the la ke . T h e  cab in was 
p r o b a b ly  typ ica l o f  m an y  o f  the “ p r o v e - u p "  homestead dwe l l ings . 
Its c en t ra l  r o om  con ta ined  a w ood  s tove , s ink , c upb o a rd s ,  a sma l l 
d in ing  space and  a d ayb ed . A  sm a l l  b e d r o om  opened o f f  the main 
r o o m .  T h e  f l o o r  and cei ling jo is ts  were o f  rough -cu t s p r u i t ,  and the 
e x te r io r  w a l ls  were cove red  with rou nd ed  spruce s la ts . Between the 
ve rt ica l sla ts and  the f r am in g  was a la y e r  o f  c a rd b o a rd  in su la t ion .

L a u g h l in  was an o rg an is t  in the Em p re s s  T hea te r  in A ncho ra g e .  
In  his f re e  t ime , he hau led  m ate r ia ls  f o r  his cab in by d og  team  f r o m  
the G reen  L a k e  L o o p  R o a d ,  n o r th  o f  A ncho ra g e .  L a ugh l in  had his 
cab in c om p le ted  in t ime to  open  what m igh t be ca l led the first fast- 
f o o d  serv ice in Chug ia k  - E ag le  R iv e r .  T h e  new P a lm e r  H ig hw ay  
was being bui lt be low  the cab in , and  Laugh l in  t o o k  o ve r  a c ons t ruc ­
t ion  camps ite  where he so ld  h o td og s  and ham bu rge rs  to h ighway  
crews.

Pe te r  B agoy  remembered stopping there f o r  co f fee . Since Laugh lin
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Lovely Fields 
Below the Mountains: 

The Homesteading Years

AN T I C I P A T I N G  T H E  N E E D  f o r  a base in S ou th c en t ra l  
U a ska ,  the fe d e ra l  g o ve rnm en t  had w ithd raw n  land  f o r  a 
m i l i t a ry  re se rva t ion  by  P re s iden t ia l p ro c lam a t io n  in 1939 . T h e  reser­

va t ion  sw a l low ed  seve ra l homesteads between A ncho rage  and Eag le  
R iv e r .  N o r t h  o f  E ag le  R iv e r ,  between the r iv e r  and B i r c h w o od ,  a 
q u a r te r -m i le -w id c  s t r ip  o f  la nd  a long  the P a lm e r  H ig hw ay  was 
w i th d raw n . T h e  m i l i t a r y  rese rva t ion  su r r o u nd ed  the S iebcn lh a lc r
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homesteads . F ra n k  and F inn had a l ready  given up m ink  fa rm ing  and 
m ov ed  to  A n ch o ra g e  where  F in a  ope ra ted  a g reenhouse  and F rank  
was a federa l w o rke r .  S l im  and Els ie stil l used their cabin f o r  weekend 
ou t ing s . O n  M a y  1, 1 941 , bo th  homesteads  were w ithd raw n  by 
execu tive o rd e r  with the unde rs tand ing  tha t i f  the la nd  were ever 
re leased , the S ieben tha le rs  w ou ld  be g iven the o p p o r tu n i t y  to buy 
it b ack  f o r  the same am o u n t  that the g ove rnm en t pa id  them  f o r  it. 
T h e  land  was a p p a re n t ly  used o n ly  f o r  a “ rest and re c u p e ra t i o n ”  
site f o r  enlisted men . N o t  lo ng  a f te r  the war began, the cab in burned 
to  the g ro u nd .  M a ry  S icben tha le r  suspected that ‘ ‘ it was p r o b a b ly  
ju s t  som e  so ld ie r w h o  d id n ’ t k n ow  h ow  to bu i ld  a f i re  r ig h t . ”  

L a te  in the f a l l  o f  1941 , when M a rg a re t  and P a u l  Sw anson  were 
h o n e ym oo n in g  in the ir  o n e - r o om  ap a r tm en t ,  G le nn  and  M a ry  L o u  
Briggs celebrated their f i f th  wedding ann ive rsa ry  in N om e . The  events 
that had  led to their m a r r iage  began in 1930 in K o tzebue , when trader 
T o m  B a r r im a n ’ s new w i fe  M o l l y  set o u t  to t rade  f o r  fu rs  u p r iv e r .  
She p a id  the equ iva len t  o f  $ 2 .5 0  f o r  each o f  the m usk ra t  sk ins she 
b ough t .  W h en  B a r r im a n  sh ipped them  to  his p a r tn e r ,  E rnest 
P a t te r s on ,  in Seatt le , P a t te r s on  c ou ld  m a rk e t  them f o r  o n ly  4 9  cents 
ap iece . T h e  f in anc ia l  f ia sco  conv in ced  Pa t te r s on  that he needed a 
rep resen ta t ive  in K o t z e b u e  to  h and le  his business. H e  sent b : '  
d augh te r ,  T e resa  C a m p b e l l ,  n o r th .  A  w idow , Te re sa  was no  
n ew com e r  to  A la sk a .  She had he lped he r  la te husband  run  a store 
in N om e  dur ing  the g o ld  rush days . But there were few white wo rsen  
in K o tzebue  when she a rr ived  in the ea r ly  ’ 3 0 ’ s and she was homesick . 
She sent f o r  he r daugh te r M a r y  L o u  to  j o i n  her at the t rad ing  p o s t . "

G le n n  B r igg s ’ j o b  w ith  the R e indee r  Serv ice t o o k  h im  to  most 
tow ns on  the Seward  P en in su la .  By the time he got to  K o tzebu e , 
h ow eve r ,  M a ry  L o u  had le ft f o r  C a l i f o r n ia  to s tudy dress design and 
m i l l i n e ry .  T w o  years la te r ,  when she re tu rn ed , she and  G le nn  met. 
M a ry  L o u  put her new dress-designing ski l ls to w o rk  to m ake  a street- 
lcng th , c o ra l  t a f fe ta  wedd ing dress. T he  wedding c e rem ony  was held 
N ov em cb e r  18, 1936 , in he r m o th e r ’ s h om e . T h e  next d ay  G lenn  le ft 
by  d og  team  f o r  th ree weeks o f  re indee r w o rk .

By  the time W o r ld  W a r  I I  began, the t ran s fe r  o f  re indeer to Nat ive  
ow ne rsh ip  was n ea r ly  c om p le ted .  In D ecem be r  o f  1942 , G le n n  was 
re leased f r o m  the R e indee r  Se rv ice . H e  went im m ed ia te ly  to  Juneau  
to  en list in the A rm y ,  o n ly  to  lea rn  that m a r r ied  men o v e r  3 8  w ou ld  
no t be accepted .

In  A n c h o ra g e ,  8 , 0 0 0  se rv ic emen  were s ta t ioned*  at F o r t
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R ic h a rd s on .  G le nn  saw the o p p o r tu n i t y  to  he lp  supp ly  the base with 
fresh  m ea t , which was scarce d u r in g  the w a r ,  by sett ing up  the  
l ive s tock  o p e ra t io n  he had  p la nn ed  f o r  s o  m an y  yea rs . A l l  n o n ­
m i l i ta ry  sh ipping to  A la s k a  was p roh ib ited  du r ing  the w a r ,  but G lenn  
received pe rm iss ion  f r o m  T e r r i t o r i a l  G o v e rn o r  E rn e s t  G ru cn ing  to  
move  a sh ipment o f  hogs to A la sk a .  H e  a rranged with M a j o r  Genera l 
S im on  D o l iv a r  Buckne r  t o  use ga rbage f r o m  the base to  feed the pigs, 
l i e  a sked his b ro th e r  D a le  to  bu y  a c a r lo a d  o f  hog s  —  76  gilts 
and  4 b oa rs  —  in N eb ra s k a  nnd sh ip  them  to  Sea tt le .  W h i le  he 
awaited their a r r iva l ,  G lenn  bui lt special crates, each designed to  h o ld  
fo u r  pigs. G lenn  accom pan ied  the hogs by  sh ip  to Sew a rd  and loaded  
them  on  n r a i l r o a d  c a r  f o r  A n ch o ra g e .  Bu t he had n o  p lace  to  house  
them once they were u n lo ad ed .  H e  set up a m ake sh i f t  c o n a l  b e yond  
tow n , in the w ood s  at the end o f  M e r r i l l  F ie ld ,  w h i le  he lo o k e d  f o r  
land.'

G le n n  wanted to  sett le  as n ea r  the base as poss ib le . T h e  fi rs t piece 
o f  p r iva te  p ro p e r ty  n o r th  o f  the m a in  p o r t i o n  o f  the base was Jack  
C o b o l ’ s homestead  in E ag le  R iv e r .  B y  
lu c k , C o b o l  had a l r e a d y  decided to sel l 
the la n d .  A  week a f t e r  G le n n  reached 
A ncho ra g e  with his p igs, he pa id C o b o l  
$ 7 6 0 0  f o r  the 160 acres , the sm a l l  log  
cab in , an o ld  P ly m o u t h  c a r ,  and a few  
pieces o f  equ ipm en t .  O n  June  1, he 
t rucked his pigs f r o m  A nch o ra g e  to  
Eag le  R ive r  and  tu rned  their sh ipp ing 
crates in to  t em p o ra ry  hog  houses . W i th  
the S7600 ,  the C o b o l s  b ough t  the L an e  
I lo t c l  at 4 th  and C  in A n ch o ra g e  which 
they ope ra ted  f o r  seve ra l years .

W h en  G le nn  and M a r y  L o u  m oved  
o n t o  the ir new hom es tead , the va l ley

Glenn and Mary Lon Briggs on the 
steps of the Cobol homestead cabin 
shortly after they purchased it in 
1943. dunces p iio ioi
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The original Jack Cobol homestead cabin on Meadow 
Creek, photographed in 1943. (Briggs photo)

George Morelander, left, principal of the Eklulna 
Industrial School from 1942 to 1945 when students were 
transferred to Sitka, often v'sited the pig farm and 
Ekiutna students helped har est the Briggses’ potato 
crops. (iiKir.t.'s r i io io i

was a b ro ad  expanse  a lm o s t  s o l id ly  cove red  with t im be r .  T h e  o n ly  
c lea r ing s  were the 2 0  acres on  the ir  p ro p e r t y  and  the 20  acres that 
N yb e rg  had c lea red . T h e i r  water cam e  f r o m  M e ad ow  C reek  which 
f low ed  down  f r om  the Chugach M oun ta in s  th rough  their la nd . They  
h and -d ug  wells f o r  wate r f o r  the hogs . G le n n  bu i l t  a b r o o d  house 
and a fa r r ow in g  shed . T he  next sp r in g  they p lan ted  po ta toes  in the 
c lea r ing  beside the cab in and that fa l l  they h ired students f r o m  
E k iu tn a  sch oo l to harvest the c ro p .



F rom  the w indows o f  the log cabin , M a ry  L o u  cou ld  see the P a lm e r  
H ig hw ay  and  the t re a ch e rou s  h i l l  b e yond  the r iv e r  b r idge . In  the 
w in te r when  the h i l l  was icy , she watched a n x io u s ly  f o r  the ga rbage  
truck which G lenn  d ro ve  each m orn ing  to  the base fo r  the d a y ’ s supp ­
ly  o f  pig f o o d .  It was a lw ays  a re l ie f ,  she rem em be red , when  she 
saw the t ru ck  sa fe ly  reach the b o t tom  o f  the h i l l .

T h e  in it ia l hogs which D a le  B riggs had h and -p icked  f o r  G le n n  in 
N eb ra s k a  were pu reb red  H am p sh i r e s ,  selected f o r  the ir  ha rd iness . 
G le nn  b rough t  two c a r lo ad s  o f  g ra in  to  A la s k a ,  a lo n g  w ith the hogs, 
and f o r  the f i rs t  tw o  yea rs  he supp lem en ted  the base g a rb ag e  with 
the g ra in . B y  the t im e the  g ra in  was g one , h ow eve r ,  it was appa ren t  
that the pigs d id  no t need it and  they  were fed  o n ly  the F o r t  
R ic h a rd son  le f to v e rs .

P r o b a b ly  n o  pigs eve r had  a m o re  exo t ic  diet . T h e  A rm y  was 
w as te fu l .  S om e  days  the re  w ou ld  be as m an y  as 25  o r  3 0  carcasses 
o f  lam b s  tossed ou t  a lm o s t  unused "b ec au se  the m i l i t a r y  d i d n ’ t l ike  
l a m b , "  G le n n  sa id . H e  hau led  tu rk e y  and  dressing' and  case a f t e r  
case o f  S p am ,  the cans un op en ed  but p ierced so  that they  c ou ld  no t  
be used by c iv i l ians . M a r y  L o u  t o o k  som e  o f  the ga rbage  to  feed 
the ch ickens which she ra ised bo th  f o r  eggs and  f o r  ea t ing .

In  the w in te r  m on th s ,  which the Briggses rem em be red  as much  
co ld e r  in the 1 9 4 0 ’ s than  they were in la te r  yea rs , G le n n  kept a 
kerosene heate r bu rn ing  unde r  the ga rbage -hau ling  t ruck  to  keep the 
o i l  w a rm . F o r  weeks at a t im e , the th e rm om e te r  reg istered 4 0  be low  
zero . A f t e r  G lenn  le ft in the m o rn ings  f o r  the base, M a ry  L o u  m oved  
the heate r to  the m idd le  o f  a wash tub  in the ch icken c o o p  " a n d  the 
ch ickens perched a ro u n d  the edge o f  the tub , keeping the ir toes 
w a rm . ”

A t  night the pigs were bedded 3 0  to  4 0  to  a shed where  b o d y  heat 
kept them  w a rm . In  e x t rem e ly  co ld  wea the r ,  the heat the pigs 
genera ted was a p ro b lem  in i tse l f .  W h en  the hogs le ft the sheds to 
feed , the sudden expo su re  to  the c o ld  caused o ccas ion a l cases o f  
pn eum on ia  in the he rd .

W hen  G lenn  re tu rned with his lo ad  o f  garbage, the feed was spread 
on  eating p la t f o rm s  f o r  the pigs. Bu t the p la t f o rm s  a tt rac ted  b lack  
bears and  the bears  o f t e n  s to le  n o t  o n ly  ga rbage  but the pigs, t o o .  
T h e  bears came in o v e r  the fences and d ragged the pigs o u t .  G le nn  
w ou ld  f ind  the ir carcasses la te r  in the nea rb y  w ood s .  H e  had  he lp , 
h ow eve r ,  f r o m  F o r t  R ic h a rd s o n  so ld ie rs  in c o n t r o l l in g  the bear 
p o p u la t io n .
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" I t  was a big dea l f o r  m i l i t a r y  peop le  to  get aw ay  f r o m  the  p o s t , ”  
G lenn  sa id . " O n  weekends , th e y ’ d c om e  ou t  to  he lp  with the fa rm  
w o rk ,  ju s t  tc get away f r o m  the base and have  a h om ec o o k c d  m e a l . "

W h en  the bears became a nu isance , G le n n  fu rn ish ed  guns f o r  
bea r -hun t ing  cxcus ions , T h e  first few yea rs  m o re  than  4 0  b lack  
bears were k i l led  near the homestead . M a ry  L o u  rewarded the hunters 
w ith  S un d ay  d inne rs  wh ich  were even m o re  o f  an a t t ra c t io n  than 
the hun t i t se l f .  H u n g r y  f o r  h om e -c o o k in g ,  the sc rv i :c in en  e n jo y e d  
the p o rk  roas ts  and ham s she served , a lo n g  with garden p ro du c e  and 
ho rne -baked  desserts .

In 1944, the flat-topped leaking roof of the Cobol cabin 
was replaced by the liriggses with a new gable roof. 
Soldiers from I 'ort Richardson helped with the repairs 
in exchange for a home-cooked meal. niitn;<;s m o  t <»

Du r in g  the ir f r s t  w in te r  on  the hom es tead  the Briggses 
d iscovered that the f la t r o o f  on  the cabin leaked . W hen  they decided 
to  rep lace it w ith a gab le  r o o f ,  hair a d o zen  men f r o m  the base 
v o lun tee red  to he lp . " W e  put the gab le  on  in one  w e e k e n d , "  G lenn  
sa id , " a n d  they w ou ld n ' t  take  any  p a y . "

Y ea rs  la te r ,  the Briggses were sti l l rece iv ing le tte rs I r o m  som e  o f  
the f o rm e r  se rv icemen, te l l ing them how  much  they had e n jo y e d  the 
experience on  the h om s te ad .

Desp ite  the v o lu n te e r  h e lp , there was m o re  w o rk  than  tw o  peop le  
c ou ld  h and le .  T h e  need f o r  m o re  la nd  f o r  the e xp and in g  hog 
o p e ra t io n  had led G le nn  and  M a ry  L o u  to  bu y  a 120 acre  tract to 
the sou th o f  their homestead  which had been staked by a m an  named 
Ba i ley  w ho  had never m oved  o n to  his p ro p e r ty .  In 1944 , D a le  Briggs



R icha rd son  and  as soon  as bans on  
n o n -m i l i t a r y  t ra v e l were l i f t e d ,  his 
w i fe  R u th  c am e  to  A la s k a  to  j o i n  
h im . W i th  he r  were the ir  f o u r
c h i ld re n :  L y n n  ( 1 0 ) ,  G le n n  ( 8 ) ,
M ich a e l  ( 6 )  a nd  M a r k  ( 3 ) .  D a le  
was c red ited  b y  his c h i ld ren  w ith  
w inn ing  the w a r  s ing le -h anded .
O n  the d a y  that be was d r a f t e d ,
G e rm a n y  su r ren d e re d .  T h e  d ay  
that be was sw o rn  in , the Japanese  
ca l led  it q u i t s . ”

M e anw h i le ,  D a le  had f i led f o r  
a 160 -acre  tract oT land  a d jo in in g  
G le n n  and M a ry  L o u 's  homestead 
to  the n o r th .  D u r in g  his t im e o f f  
f r o m  th e  b a s e ,  D a le  b e g a n  
bu i ld ing  a log  cab in  and  p ro v in g  
up  on  his la n d .

T h e  she l l  o f  the cab in went up 
in the sum m e r  o f  1946. T h e  fam i ly  
lived  in base hous ing  o n  F o r t  R ic h a rd s on  un t i l  the house  was 
c om p le te d .  It was bu i l t  o n  a rise o v e r l o o k in g  the pig f a rm .  O n e  o f  
the c h i ld ren 's  tasks du r ing  the s um m e r  was to  h au l  wate r  f r o m  
M e a d ow  C re e k  to  the house . M a r y  L o u 's  s t raw be r ry  patch bo rd e re d  
the creek and , in exchange f o r  he lp ing to  tend the berries, the ch i ld ren 
were a l low ed  to  sell strawberries at a roads ide  stand beside the Pa lm e r  
H ig hw ay .  T h e  berries were huge and  b e au t i fu l ,  the ir  m o th e r  
rem em be re d .  A  h a n d fu l  f i l led  a p in t-s izc  baske t ,  which the ch i ld ren  
s o ld  f o r  5 0  cents .

In the e a r ly  days  o f  l ives tock  o p e r a t io n ,  G le n n  l o o k  his hogs to 
P a lm e r  f o r  bu tche r ing , but that was so expensive that he began 
p rocess ing  the meat h im se l f .  H e  bui lt a sm ok eh ou s e  as well as a 
s la ugh te rh ou se ,  and  so ld  ham s and  sausage to m os t  o f  the ho te ls  
in A n c h o ra g e .  B e f o r e  lo n g  he was gross ing  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l ly .  “ It 
was a lo t  o f  m on e y  t h e n , "  he said . " T h e  cost o f  ope ra t ing  was l o w . "

•

A f r i c a n s ,  a few  P i lg r im s .  T h e y  named the ir  homestead  " Q u a n t a  L a  
G o o s e  F a r m , "  a p a r o d y  o f  a Span ish  song entit led  " Q u a n t o  Lc 
G u s t o "  tha t was p o p u la r  in the 1940 's .

T h e  c ou p le  ra ised chickens as well as geese and  so ld  b o th  eggs and 
f r y e rs .  T h e  ch ickens  led to  on e  o f  the f i rs t expe r im en ts  with s o la r  
hea t ing  in the a rea . Reese bu i l t  c o op s  with p lex ig lass w indows

In 1944, Dale llriggs, right, 
came from Kansas to join his 
brother Glenn in the opera­
tion of the hog ranch.

( I I K I C C S  I ' l l O T O )

it.
£ x c c p t  f o r  theX.Briggs f a rm ,  there was l i t t le  o th e r  d eve lopm en t  

a lo n g  the f i r s t  few  m iles o f  the P a lm e r  H ig hw ay  n o r th  o f  the E ag le  
R iv e r  b r idge un t i l  the late ! 9 4 0 ' s .  But the L a r s  N ybc rg  p r o p e r t y  had 
changed h and s .  W a l l e r  P ip p e l  had become d is i l lu s ion ed  w ith  the 
m arke t ing  restrictions imposed on  fa rm ers  in th cM a ta n u s k a  P r o je c t .  
In  1936 Ins f ie ld s  had p roduced  the first m a rk e ta b le  p ro du c e  in the 
c o lo n y .  " W e  had the m os t  b e au t i fu l  c ro p  o f  vegetab les in P a lm e r  
y ou  ever s a w , "  M e lva  rem em be red .

Bu t P ippe l d id  not want to  be to ld  how  and  when lie c ou ld  m arke t  
the vegetab les . H e  fi led suit against the c o l o n y ’ s regu la t ion s .  T h re e  
yea rs  la te r ,  a f t e r  P ippe l rece ived an o u t -o f - c o u r t  se t t lem en t , the 
fam i ly  le ft A la s k a  to re tu rn  to  M inneso ta . H is  fight with the g o v e rn ­
men t d id no t  d am pen  P ip p c l ' s  en thus iasm  f o r  the poss ib i l i t ies  o f  
ag r icu ltu re  in the te r r i to ry . S h o r t ly  b e fo re  W o r ld  W a r  I I ,  the fam i ly

The one-lane ",highway "  between /’aimer and Anchorage 
in the early I94l)'s passed through thick unbroken stands 
of birch and spruce. The only clearings/were at the Cobol, 
Nyberg and Laughlin homesteads. niiucos rn o im

• 1 1 5 . 1 1 1 Q n u u  J i m ,  ju m c u  n u n .  v_iuycc nuu i o u i i u  an unoccup ico caotn 
which had been bui lt by  H a r o ld  Sw ank  011 fe d e ra l  land  a Tew m iles 
no r th  o r  Fire L a k e  Lodge  at m i le  18.5 o r  the P a lm e r  H ighway . Sw ank  
had no t  been ab le  to c la im  the land  and had g iven up the c ab in .  T h e  
Pa rk s c s  s taked f ive  acres which inc luded the cabin as s o o n  as the 
a rea was opened f o r  homesile  deve lopment in Jan u a ry  o f  1945. La te r ,
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to  E ag le  R iv e r  c ou ld  p ick  u p  their mai l w ithou t d r iv ing to  A ncho rage .
A s  C h r is tm a s  o f  1 9 4 7  a p p ro a c h ed ,  the fam i l ie s  pu t aside the ir 

wo r r ie s  a b ou t  p ow e r ,  s c h o o l ,  an d  f i res  f o r  a c om m u n i t y  ce leb ra t ion  
o f  the h o l id ay s .  T h e y  p lanned  a po t lu ck  suppe r and a Ch r is tm as pa r ty  
at wh ich  S a n ta  w o u ld  d is t r ibu te  p resents . T h e  P a rk s e s  v o lun tee red  
the use o f  th e i r  c o f f e e  s h o p .  T h re e  w om en  agreed to  m ak e  and  f i l l  
2 0  C h r i s tm a s  s tock ings  f o r  the sm a l le r  ch i ld ren .  V e rn o n  H a i k  
dona ted  a supp ly  o f  red  f lagg ing f o r  s tock ing  m a te r ia l .  C lo y ce  P a r k s  
o f f e r e d  to  cut and  d e co ra te  a tree. F red  H a sc k o c s te r  w o rk ed  with 
C loy ce  f o r  severa l days in m id -D ecem be r  to  bu i ld  tab les and benches 
to seat the s ix ty -th ree  ch i ld re n  and  adu lts .  D a r i a  A le x  said she w ou ld  
m ake  p o p c o rn  ba l ls  f o r  a l l  the youngs te rs .

T he  p a r ty  o f  D e c em be r  23 was dec la red  “ a great success .”  T ab le s  
were deco ra ted  with cand les and bnskets o f  f ro s ted  leaves and spruce 
b ranches . A  r e p o r t  in the C o m m u n i t y  C lu b  m inu tes  ind icates tha t 
" S g t .  L a n e  c a rv ed  the tas ty  meat lo av e s .  Sg t . D u n c a n  and his men  
b ro ugh t  a h a nd s om e  c h o c o la te  cake  which  was se rved  at the end o f  
the p a r t y . ”

In  the m idst o f  a f t e r - d in n e r  games , S an ta  h im s e l f  a r r i v e d ,  l o o k ­
ing su sp ic iou s ly  l ike  P a u l  Sw an so n ,  w h o  had ag reed ea r l ie r  to  
" e x t e n d  a p e r s o n a l  in v i ta t io n  to  S a n t a . ”  H e  d is tr ibu ted  toys and  
stock ings to  the ch i ld re n  and  the 50 -cen t g i fts  which each ad u l t  had  
b ro u gh t .  T h e  p a r ty  b r o k e  up  a b ou t  m idn igh t .  “ I t  was a M e r r y  
C h r i s tm a s , "  the r e p o r t  c o n c lu d e d . "

T h e  E ag le  R iv e r  h om es teade rs  d id n o t  j o i n  the c om m u n i t y  c lub  
unti l l a te r .  In  1947 , the  o n ly  lights to  sh ine  th ro u g h  the C h r is tm a s  
d a rk  were  f r o m  the cab ins  o f  G le nn  and  D a le  B r iggs and tw o  new 
fam il ies  w h o  were hom es tead ing  to  the east.

A r t h u r  and  E le a n o r  B ra ende l  and  F r a n k  and J o  B r in k  had f i led  
f o r  a d jo in ing  land that sum m e r .  T he  two coup les had become fr iends 
th rough  a L i t t le  T h e a te r  g ro u p  in A n ch o ra g e  no t  long  a f te r  they had 
a rr ived  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  the  w a r  ended .

It was mus ic , no t  d r a m a ,  that had in t roduced  E le a n o r  and  A r t h u r  
across the  c on t in en t  in 1 943 . B o th  were N ew  Y o r k e r s .  E le a n o r  had  
en ro l le d  at C o rn e l l  U n iv e rs i ty  to  study accoun t ing . A r t h u r ,  w h o  had 
enlisted in the N a v y ,  w as sent to  C o rn e l l  f o r  a specia l th ree -m on th s  
diesel eng inee r ing  c ou r s e .  A  cellis t , he began lo o k in g  f o r  s i r ing  
p laye rs  in terested in f o rm in g  a str ing qu a r te t .  E le a n o r  and he r  v io la  
answe red his b u l le t in  b o a r d  ad .

A t  the end o f  the th ree  m on th s ,  A r t h u r  sh ipped ou t  to  the S o u th
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Pac i f ic  where he spent the rest o f  the war in the t rop ic s . W h en  the 
w a r  ended , lie went in search o f  " s o m ep la c e  c o l d "  to  recove r  f r o m  
the heat and hum id i ty  o f  the past tw o  y e a r s . "  H e 'd  p lanned  o n ly  
a sho r t  visit to  A la s k u .  But when he reached Ju n e au ,  he was h ired 
by the F A A  as n m echan ica l eng inee r a nd  was t ran s fe r re d  to 
A ncho ra g e  n o t  lo ng  a f t e rw a rd s .  H e  p ro p o s e d  to  E le a n o r  by  m a i l .

In  the fa l l  o f  1946 , E le a n o r  set o u '  f o r  Sea t t le  f r o m  her h om e  in 
New Y o r k  by t ra in ,  lugg ing A r t h u r ’ s c e l lo ,  he r  v io la  and v io l in ,  and 
a 5 0 -p ou nd  chest o f  s i lv e rw a re  A r t h u r ’ s m e * r  had given them  f o r  
a wedding present . T h e  c o n d u c to r  let he r  s to re  the c e l lo  in a c loset 
that he ld d i r 'v  l inens. It was em p ty  when they le ft  N ew  Y o r k ,  but 
the fa r th e r  west the t ra in  t rave led , the m o re  d i r ty  l inens p i led up 
in the closet un t i l  f i n a l l y  the c e l lo  was c row ded  o u t .  A r t h u r  met 
E le a n o r  in Sea tt le  where  they were m a r r ie d .  T h e y  le ft im m ed ia te ly  
f o r  A ncho ra g e  and a new l i fe  toge the r .

T ha t w inter they he lped fo u n d  the A ncho ra g e  S ym p h on y ,  and met 
the B r in k s  when they p ro v id ed  mus ic  f o r  o ne  o f  the L i t t le  T h e a te r  
p roduc t ion s  that F r a n k  was d i rec t ing . T h e  B r i . i k s  were f r o m  
Penn sy lv an ia . A f t e r  he was d ischa rged f r o m  the N av y ,  F ra n k  had 
taken a j o b  with w a r su rp lu s  in A n ch o ra g e .  L a t e r ,  he opened  an ice 
c ream  business with f o u r  o th e r  pe rsons  on  M a r t i n ’ s D a i r y  nea r 
M e r r i l l  F ie ld . T h e  business was no t  a success and  F r a n k ’ s p a r tn e r  
sk ipped tow n , leav ing h im  to pay  o f f  the debts .

B o th  coup les sha red  a des ire  to  " g e t  ou t  in the w o o d s ”  a l th ou gh  
they had not c om e  f r o m  fa rm ing  b a ckg round s .  Besides, housing was 
d i f f i c u l t  to  f in d  in A n ch o ra g e .  E a r ly  in the sum m e r  o f  1947 , they 
d ro ve  to Eag le  R iv e r  f o r  a p icnic and h iked f r o m  the end o f  the 
Br iggses ’ r o a d  up  the m ou n ta in ,  lo o k in g  f o r  a poss ib le  homes itc . 
T hey  chose land  b o rd e r in g  M e a d ow  C reek  b o th  f o r  the water the 
creek w ou ld  supp ly  and  f o r  the s ou th e rn  expo su re .

T h e  B raende ls  s taked 15 4 .6  acres , the B r in k s  160. A r t h u r  h ired 
a " t a c i t u r n "  bu l ld oze r  o p e ra to r ,  he said, to brush ou t  a road  between 
the two homesteads to  the c reek . B r in k ,  w h om  A r th u r  described as 
having " a n  e rr ing  sense o f  d i r e c t io n , "  had flagged the ro a d .  A r th u r ,  
wearing a red sh ir t ,  t o ld  the d o z e r  o p e r a t o r  to  f o l l o w  him  wh i le  he 
fo l low ed  the f lag s .  H e  hadn ' t  c oun ted  on  the speed o f  the d o ze r  
o p e r a t o r  o r  the p ro b lem  in loca t ing  B r in k 's  rou te .  " T h e r e  were trees 
fa l l in g  dow n  right beh ind me and  I was ru nn ing  as fast as I c ou ld  
go . F in a l ly  the d o z e r  o p e r a t o r  s topped  to cat lu n ch . T h a t ’ s what 
saved me f r o m  certa in  d e a t h , "  A r t h u r  sa id .
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G lenn  B r iggs , w ho  had w o rk ed  ha rd  f o r  o rd e r l y  g row th  f o r  E ag le  
R iv e r ,  was e lected as the f i rs t A ssem b lym an  f r o m  the c om m u n i t y .  
G le nn  had  su pp o r ted  the estab l ishmen t o f  a  state p a rk  a lo n g  E ag le  
R iv e r  at the G le n n  H ig hw ay  b r idge c ross ing when the D iv is io n  o f  
L and s  a yea r o r  tw o  ea r l ie r  m ade  ava i lab le  lands  dedicated to  m en ta l  
hea lth  uses, bu t  he wanted to  see res tr ic t ions on  a d d i t io n a l  la nd  
releases p roposed  f o r  residentia l use. In  a letter he sent to  the D iv is ion  
o f  L and s ,  G le n n  noted that 18 0 0  acres o f  sm a l l  t racts in B i r c h w o o d  
and  the Eag le  R iv e r  b r idge  a rea  had been s o ld  with n o  res t r ic t ions .

“ T o d a y  B i r c hw o od  is a b l igh ted  a r e a , "  he w ro te .  “ S p o t ted  
th ro u gh ou t  a re  some nice h om es  and  in m os t  instances each is 
su r rounded  by  shacks, subs tanda rd  dwe ll ings , and abandoned  starts . 
T o d a y  in the E ag le  R ive r  S m a l l  T rac t  b lo c k  there is one  F .H .A .  
a pp ro v ed  h ou se  and pe rhaps  a d o zen  o th e rs  which c ou ld  with s om e  
m od i f ica t ion s  meet F .H .A .  m in im um  requ irements . Fewer than h a l f  
o f  the o rig ina l tracts have any improvements . In  som e  instances tracts 
were no t  deve loped  because o f  the im p ra c t icab i l i ty  o r  im po ss ib i l i t y  
o f  getting access roads  to  them . O the rs  did no t p ro v id e  r e a s o n ab ly  
su i tab le  bu i ld ing  s i te s . "  _

H e  re c om m ended  that i f  the state d isposed o f  the m en ta l hea lth  
land f o r  res idences , lots sh ou ld  be la id ou t w ith  the c o n to u r  o f  the 
la nd  so each w ou ld  have  a su i tab le  bu i ld ing  site; that covenan ts  
sh ou ld  be estab lished to  m ake  sure homes met m in im um  F . H . A .  
requ irem en ts  and  pub lic  hea lth  s tanda rds ; and that road s  sh o u ld  be 
roughed  in to  p ro v id e  access to  a l l lo ts .

B riggs w a rned  that a l th ou gh  there was ju s t i f i c a t io n  in 1953 f o r  
m ak ing small lo ts ava i lab le  w ithou t restrictions, “ there is no  ju s t i f i c a ­
t io n  f o r  the p o l ic y  now  with the Eag le  R ive r  a rea  estab lished as a 
g row ing  c o m m u n i t y . ’ " ’

H e  con c lu d ed  that the sale o f  land  f o r  residences sh ou ld  be c o n ­
t ro l led  o v e r  a pe r iod  o f  severa l years to  p ro v id e  f o r  the ex tens ion  
o f  f i re  p ro te c t io n ,  a sch oo l bus sys tem , p ow e r  and  te lephones , and 
du r ing  his tenu re  on  the b o rou g h  A ssem b ly  he con t inued  to  push 
f o r  these im p ro vem en ts .

Eag le  R iv e r  h ad  fo rm ed  its ow n  vo lu n te e r  f i r e  d epa rtm en t in the 
f a l l  o f  1959 . T h r o u g h o u t  the 1 9 6 0 ’ s, it depended on  subsc r ip t ion s  
and  d o n a t i o n s  t o  keep it in o p e ra t io n .  The  fi rs t f i re  t ruck  was a 
7 5 0 -g a l lo n ,  19 42  tan ke r  which was kept in part o f  W a l t  P i p p e l ’ s 
p o t a t o  ba rr . .

Much  o f  the suppo r t  f o r  the fi re department came f r om  fund drives

organ ized  by the new L ions  C lu b .  A lm o s t  as s o on  as the c lub received 
its ch a r te r ,  m em be rs  began sp on so r in g  B ingo  games to  f inance  the 
purchase o f  new equipment f o r  the f i rem en . In  1965, the c lub app lied 
f o r  a lo ng  term  land use permit f o r  4 0  acres near the rive r b l u f f  which 
they c ou ld  d e ve lo p  f o r  rec rea t io n a l use. P a r t  o f  the B ingo  proceeds 
were used f o r  the rec rea t io n a l p r o g r am .  L io n s  a lso  he lped buy the 
fi rs t E ag le  R iv e r  am bu lan ce .  L i o n  vice p res ident T o m  S la n k c r  
a ttended the s ta te ’ s fi rst Em e rgency  M ed ic a l T echn ic ian  t ra in ing  in 
S i t k a  and v o lun tee red  f o r  am bu lan ce  du ty  when  he re tu rn ed . L ion s  
sp on so re d  c om m un i ty  c leanups , b ro u gh t  the circus to tow n , and  
conduc ted  rab ies c linics.

L i t t le  League baseba l l ,  the first o rgan ized  spo r t  in the c om m un ity ,  
p re -d a ted  the L i o n s ’ c h a r te r .  In  1 959 , T o m  s la n ke r  paid the S I 2 5  
s p on so rsh ip  fee h im se l f  to a l l ow  lo ca l boys  to  j o in  the M o u n ta in  
View League . C B A  members  vo lun tee red  to  get a fie ld rcady .a l Eag le 
R iv e r  E lem en ta ry .  In the m ean t im e , youngsters practiced ba l l in Da le  
B r iggs ' f r o n t  y a rd .  F o u r  yea rs  la te r  the p ro g ram  had g row n  la rge  
enough  to  enab le  a sepa ra te  C h ug ia k  - E ag le  R iv e r  league to be 
f o rm e d .

T h e re  were n o  h o ckey  r in ks  in the c om m u n i t y ,  but at F ire  L a k e ,  
where  the P o ly c f k o s  had begun subd iv id ing  their p r o p e r ly ,  B ob  
B o ehm  pum ped  water ou t o f  the la ke  in the w inte r to  keep a r in k  
on  the lake  ice f l o o d e d  and ska tc ab le . H e  o rg an ized  a h o ckey  team 
and coached n e ig h b o rh o od  ch i ld ren .  In Eag le  R ive r ,  a 10- lane b o w l ­
ing a l ley  opened  f o r  business o n  the h i l ls ide  above  the shopp in g  
cen te r . S led d og  rac ing was p o p u la r  and mushe rs  o rg an iz ed  a lo ca l 
c lu b . O ne  o f  its m em be rs  was S h i r le y  G a v in .  She w on  the w o r ld ' s  
w o m e n ’ s sled dog  cham p ion sh ip s  in 1966 , 1969 and  1970 .

East o f  C h u g ia k ,  where L i t t le  Pe te rs  C reek  f low ed  dow n  ou t o f  
the C hugach  M oun ta in s ,  R a y  B eam  and  his sons began p lann ing  a 
sk i re so r t  on  the ir  homestead  in 1961 . B u i ld in g  ro ad s  and pu tt ing  
in th ree rop e  tow s , the longest o ne  2 , 0 0 0  fee t , were c o s t ly  and t ime- 
c on sum ing . Not unti l 1967 d id they have the a rea  ready  to open  with 
an A - f r a m e  lodge  and a ski ren ta l s h op  at the base o f  the  n ea r ly  
tree less s lopes .

T h e  P ta rm ig an  V a l le y  reso rt was s h o r t - l i v e d ,  h ow eve r .  P la gued  
with c on f l ic t in g  land c la im s and beset with f in an c ia l  t ro ub le s ,  the 
B eam s ope ra ted  the ski a rea o n ly  o n e  yea r  and  the la nd  even tua l ly  
became pa rt o f  Chugach  S ta te  P a r k .

In la te M a rch  o f  1964 , when C h ug ia k  H ig h  S c h o o l  was unde r
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have given C h u g ia k  - E ag le  R iv e r  d irect rep re sen ta t ion  in the State 
Leg is la tu re  f o r  the f i rs t  t im e , had been s t ruck  d ow n  by  the cou r ts .  
T he  new Northeast D istr ic t which Egan thought shou ld  be established 
was to  extend f r o m  the O ld  K n i k  B r idge sou th  to  M ou n ta in  View 
in A n cho ra g e ,  a d is tance o f  4 0  m iles , to  inc lude F o r t  R ic h a rd son  
and pa rt  o f  M u ld o o n  as well as C h ug ia k  - E ag le  R iv e r .  A l th o u gh  
a num be r  o f  lo ca l  res idents had been cand idates f o r  the leg is la ture 
in p r im a ry  e lec t ions , n on e  had been success fu l in the a t- la rge  races 
in the single big d is tr ic t that in c luded  a l l  o f  A nch o ra g e .

W h en  Egan 's  p lan  was re jec ted , the c om m un ity  was sp lit instead 
between the M a l - S u  and  A nch o ra g e  d istr icts . U n d e r  a p lan  
fo rm u la ted  by the Sup rem e  C ou r t ,  E k iu tn a ,  Peters C re ek ,  B irchwood  
and  C hug iak  were to  be pa r t  o f  the M a t -S u  D is t r ic t  which had one  
rep resen ta t ive  in the s la te  house . F i re  L a k e  and Eag le  R iv e r  w ou ld  
be in the A nch o ra g e  N o r th e a s t  d is tr ic t . F ive hund red  residents sent 
te leg rams to  the Sup rem e  C o u r t  ob jec t in g  to  the d iv is ion . Egan 
expressed conce rn  ove r sp li t t ing " t h e  na tu ra l  soc io -e conom ic  a r e a . "  
A n d  the Star no ted  that " T h i s  c om m un i t y  o f  7 5 0 0  pe rsons , despite 
the hyphen  we use in the name  C h ug ia k  - Eag le  R iv e r ,  is on e .  The  
a rea  on  o u r  side o f  the m oun ta in  is d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  either the 
A ncho ra g e  o r  the M a t -S u  a reas . O u r  p rob lem s  a rc  d i f f e r e n t .  D i f ­
fe rent so lu t io n s  a re  needed . S o lv in g  the p ro b lem s  o f  o u r  ne ighbors  
to  the n o r th  and sou th  does no t  a lways  so lve  p ro b lem s  h e r e . " ’ *

O ne  long  t ime C h ug ia k  resident was b itte r o ve r  the d iv is ion 
because , lie sa id , it c am e ju s t  when the c om m un ity  was begin ing to  
pu l l  togethe r s o l id ly ,  o v e rcom ing  some o f  the il l fee lings and 
je a lo u s ie s  o f  past yea rs .  N o t  unti l the end o f  1973 , h ow eve r ,  was 
a new r e a p p o r l i o n m cn t  p lan  f in a l ly  app roved  which reunited 
Chug ia k  and Eag le  R iv e r  in to  a district that inc luded M u ld o o n  and 
M oun ta in  V iew  a reas , w ith f o u r  seats in the H ou se  a nd  two in the 
Senate .

In the in te rven ing y ea r ,  d issa t is fac t ion  with b o r o u g h  gove rnm en t 
had moun ted  in the c om m un ity .  The re  were controversies ove r where 
access sites f r o m  the o ld  G le n n  H ighw ay  o n to  the new f o u r  lane 
f reeway  shou ld  be loca ted ; where the p roposed extensions o f  the first 
pub l ic  sewers , bu i l t  in 1972 , sh o u ld  g o y ^ h a l  site was best f o r  a new 
e lem en ta ry  s c h o o l ,  a nd  f o r  a f i re  s ta t ion . P la nn ing  f o r  the new 
fac i l i t ies , residents fe l t ,  was t o o  o f t e n  done  by  b o ro u g h  newcomers 
w ho  were u n fam i l i a r  w ith the c om m un ity .  W hen  o f f ic ia l s  presented 
the ir p ro p o s a ls ,  res idents were apt to f ind  f law s and reject them .

"A in ’t Writ Rite and Never Shall B e ” 131
In  the s u m m e r  o f  1 9 73 ,  an e d i t o r ia l  in the J u ly  2 6  ed it ion  o f  the 

Star suggested that " T h e  time has c om e  f o r  s e r iou s  th ough t  and 
exped i t iou s  m ovem en t  tow a rd  s om e  f o rm  o f  in c o rp o r a t i o n  f o r  this 
c o m m u n i t y . "  A lre ady  a g roup  had been fo rm ed  to  push f o r  secession 
f r o m  the G re a te r  A n c h o r a g e  A re a  B o r o u g h .  In c o r p o r a t i o n ,  the 
e d i t o r ia l  c on t in u ed , " w o u l d  be a b a r r ie r  against be ing sw a l low ed  
up  by  anne xa t io n s  o r  th ro u gh  u n i f i c a t i o n "  and  w o u ld  a l low  elected 
lo c a l  rep resen ta t ives " t o  p lan  f o r  the c om m u n i t y ’ s needs and speak 
f o r  i t . "

T h e  Star no ted  d isadvantages : the increased costs o f  lo ca l  g o v e rn ­
ment and the poss ib i l i ty  that it w ou ld  stil l become pa rt  o f  A nch o ra g e  
i f  a u n i f i c a t io n  p lan  were ever accep ted . Bu t it a rgued  that the cost 
o f  g o v e rnm en t  c ou ld  be ab so rb ed , and  that services wh ich the a rea  
needed , l ik e  po l ice  p ro te c t io n  and  r o a d  m a in ten ance ,  " w o u ld  be 
g ra n d io s e ”  i f  o f f e r e d  b y  A n ch o ra g e ,  wh i le  lo ca l res idents were m o re  
ap t  to  f a v o r  o n ly  m in im a l ,  and less expens ive , p la n s .

A s sem b lym an  Ed  W i l l i s  con t inued  to  advoca te  a second-c lass  city 
as the best s o lu t io n .  G le n n  B r iggs w a rn ed , h ow eve r ,  that " I t  was 
o n ly  w ith  the c lou t  and  b ro ad  tax base o f  the G re a te r  A n c h o ra g e  
A r e a  B o r o u g h  that sewer service was m ade  a v a i la b le  to  the Eag le  
R iv e r  a re a .  W i t h o u t  sewers , the g rea te r  p a r t  o f  the business d istr ict 
o f  E ag le  R iv e r  w ou ld  have  died . . . a n d  m an y  h om es  . . . w ou ld  
n ow  have been a b a n d o n e d . ”

H e  sa id an in c o rp o ra te d  city c ou ld  no t  a f f o r d  the p o l ic e  p ro te c ­
t io n ,  r o a d  im p ro v em en ts ,  and pub lic  wate r system that were needed 
n ow  m o re  than ever .

U p  and  d ow n  the h ig hw ay , m o re  and m o re  h om es  were go ing  up . 
T h e  c on s t ru c t io n  o f  the o ii p ipe l ine f r o m  P ru d h o c  B ay  to V a ld e z  
was gear ing  up . A l th o u gh  the p ipe l ine i t se l f  w ou ld  be bui lt hundreds  
o f  m iles aw ay , m an y  o f  the w o rk e rs  w ho  were c om in g  to A la s k a  
f r o m  the sou th e rn  o i l states were buy ing  hom es  in C h ug ia k  - E ag le  
R ive r .  A s  the p o p u la t io n  con t inued to  g row  rap id ly ,  there  were the fts 
and  b re ak - in s ,  t r a f f i c  t icups on  the s t i l l -u n com p lc tc d  h ighway  
between the c om m u n i t y  and  A n c h o ra g e ,  and  an a la rm in g  n um b e r  
o f  t r a f f i c  accidents a nd  deaths .

A  wave  o f  vanda l i sm  began that a f fec ted  n ea r ly  eve ry  m a jo r  lo ca l 
business . G e o rg e  M a lc k o s ,  w ho  had opened  the N o r t h  S lo p e  
R e s ta u ran t  in E ag le  R iv e r  a f te r  a stint as a c o o k  o n  the N o r t h  S lo p e  
h im se l f ,  descr ibed the damage . " T h e y  hit the l i q u o r  s to re , m y



132 BETWEEN TWO RIVERS

r c s ta u ra n l ,  (he  c and y  sh op ,  the lo ca l t o o l  ren ta l business, the 
lum b e ry a rd ,  the t a x i d e rm i s t . " ”

In a la rm ,  m erchan ts  and o th e r  residents f o rm e d  a v ig i lan te  g ro u p  
that p a t ro l le d  the streets at night and checked to  m ak e  sure d o o r s  
o f  businesses were lo ck ed .

T h e n ,  on  D ecem be r  7 ,  1973 , an event o ccu r red  that was m o re  
e a r th shak ing  f o r  the c om m un i t y  than the G o o d  F r id a y  e a r thquake  
a decade e a r l ie r .  A t 2 : 5 0  a .m . ,  7 8 , 0 0 0  pounds  o f  d yn am ite  in a 
s to rage  bun ke r  o n  A la s k a  R a i l r o a d  land a m i le  no r thw est  o f  Eag le  
R iv e r  e xp lo d ed .

T he  blast ja r re d  homes th roughou t  the area , caused heavy p rope rty  
d am age , a l th ou gh  no  lives were  lo s t ,  and was fe lt f r o m  P a lm e r  to 
R ab b i t  C re e k .  T h e  s to rage  bu n ke r  d is in teg ra ted , and the blast b lew 
ou t  a la rge  c ra te r  in its p lace . T rees and  b rush  were kn oc k ed  d ow n  
in a w ide a rea .

At Eagle R ive r E lem en ta ry , th ird graders reported their reactions 
t o  the e xp lo s io n .

" 1  hea rd  som e  rum b l in g  and then I hea rd  a big b o o m , "  one 
y oung s te r  w ro te . " M y  dad  to ld  us to  get s om e  w a rm  c lo thes o n .  We 
l o o k e d  out the w ind ow  and saw a big m u sh ro om  shaped s m o k e . "

A n o th e r  ch i ld  rep o r ted  that when the dynam ite  e xp lo d ed , " o u r  
g a rage  d o o r  fe l l  o l f  and f lew  away  and my dad go t e x c i t e d . "

A  th ird  no ted that the first b o om  he heard "w a s  the e xp lo s ion .  
T h e  next b o om  was m y  fa the r  jum p in g  ou t  o f  b e d l "  "

F o u r  pe rsons , th ree o f  them 18 -yea r -o ld s  f r o m  E ag le  R iv e r ,  were 
a r re s ted .  T h e y  p leaded gu i l ty  to  using a h om e -m ad e  b om b  to 
d e tona te  a lm os t  4 0  tons o f  d ynam ite .  P r o p e r t y  ow ne rs  fi led c la ims 
against the ra i l r o a d  and the eases dragged on  fo r  several years be fo re  
sett lements were f in a l ly  m ade . Despite the dangers that the blast had 
m ade  a p p a re n t ,  o th e r  nea rb y  bunke rs  c on t inued  to  be used to store 
exp los ives o v e r  repea ted o b je c t io n s  f r o m  residents .

T h e  e xp lo s io n  b rough t  to  a head the need f o r  po l ic e  p ro tec t ion  
l o r  the a rea . Yet in a specia l e lec tion the fo l l ow in g  M a rc h ,  voters 
re jected extension o f  b o rough  police powers by a m arg in  o f  5 0  votes. 
T h e  measure passed in Eag le R ive r , F ire L ake , and Chug iak  precincts 
but fa i led  in Eag le  R iv e r  V a l le y ,  B i rc hw ood  and Pe te rs  C re e k .  A 
lack o f  con f id ence  in b o ro u g h  ope ra t io n  o f  a po l ice  depa rtment was 
b lamed by som e  fo r  the e lec t ion ’ s fa i lu re . O thers feared that the costs 
o f  po l ic e  p ro te c t io n  w ou ld  increase u n c o n t ro l l a b ly ;  som e  saw the 
e*’ su!tr as a vo te  no t  against the p roposed  service a rea but against

"Ain't Writ Kile and Never Shall lie " 133
the b o r o u g h  itse l f ,  o r  the poss ib i l i ty  that it w ou ld  be a step tow a rd  
un i f ic a t io n . O ne  v o te r  said he felt the u lt im a te  so lu t io n  was " t o  c o n ­
t r o l  o u r  ow n  services by  fo rm in g  a new b o r o u g h . "

A l th o u g h  the separa t is t m ovem en t was g ra du a l ly  gain ing suppo r t ,  
the on e  m a j o r  a rgum en t against independence f r o m  A nch o ra g e  c o n ­
tinued to  be the lack o f  a b r o a d  tax base. S c h o o ls  were  the m a jo r  
e m p lo y e r  in the c om m un i ty .  N o  a ttempts at estab l ish ing  industr ies 
had been success fu l . A  p lan t  opened in Eag le  R iv e r  to  p ro d u c e  fo am  
pe lle ts bu t c losed a f t e r  o n ly  a  few  m on th s  when the bu i ld ing  bu rned . 
T h e  n u m b e r  o f  lo c a l  businesses was increas ing  but they  were sm a l l  
and had  few emp loyees . A  c o rp o ra t io n  headed by  G le nn  B riggs built 
the c om m un i ty ' s  f i rs t la rge  o f f i c e  bu i ld ing , the P a rk g a tc  Bu i ld in g , 
and the o f f i c e  spaces were leased to  a sav ings and lo a n  in s t i tu t ion , 
a t rave l agency , a benuty  s a lo n ,  a tit le c om p a n y ,  a rea l  estate f i rm ,  
a nd  o th e rs ,  evidence o f  the g row ing  soph is t ica t ion  o f  the a rea .

A c ro s s  the r iv e r ,  on  its sou th  b an k ,  the state opened  the  Eag le  
R iv e r  C o r r e c t io n a l  C en te r ,  a m ed ium -sccu r ity  fac i l i ty  that was the 
f i rs t  in the state to  em phas ize  reh ab i l i ta t io n .  A lm o s t  im m ed ia t lc y  
it was critic ized f o r  its " c o u n t r y  c lu b "  design nnd a tm ophe rc . Co l lege 
classes and ski l l tra in ing f o r  inmates were p lanned . It had  " p r o b a b ly  
the best equ ipped  k itchen in A l a s k a , "  a lounge , c om m is s a ry ,  music 
r o o m ,  l ib r a ry ,  g ym nas ium , sh op  —  and a 14 fo o t  fence s u r rou nd in g  
it . " I t ' s  a nice p lace to  v i s i t , "  ed ito r  Lee J o r d a n  c on c lu d ed , " b u t  
I w o u ld n ’ t want to  live t h e r e . "  A  th i rd  o f  its s t a f f  l ived in Chug ia k  
- E ag le  R iv e r ,  but its p a y r o l l  b rough t  o n ly  a few  added  d o l la r s  to  
the a rea .

T h e  o n ly  rea l sou rce  o f  in come f o r  a separa te  b o r o u g h  w ou ld  be 
f r o m  p ro p e r ty  taxes. But so  attractive was the idea o f  an independent 
g o ve rnm en t  becom ing , in sp ite o f  its costs , that in A p r i l  o f  1974 , 
a g r o u p  o f  E ag le  R iv e r  res idents Hew to  Jun e au  to  l o b b y  f o r  a b i l l 
which w o u ld  put a vo te  o n  in c o rp o r a t io n  as a sepa ra te  second-c lass 
b o ro u g h  o n  the ba l lo t  in the August p r im a r ie s .  I f  it fa i led ,  a second- 
c lass c ity  w ith in  the exis ting b o ro u g h  w ou ld  be p ro p o s e d  o n  the 
N o v em b e r  b a l lo t .

W h en  the b i l l  cam e  up  f o r  c on s id e ra t io n ,  o th e r  lo c a l  residents , 
inc luding Assem b lym an  Ed  W i l l i s ,  rushed to  Juneau to  test i fy  against 
it. W i l l i s  ca l led  f o r  an e c on om ic  s tudy  o c lo r c  a n y  such m easu re  was 
voted  o n .  G lenn  Briggs and  Stan ley  N ic ke rson  w a rned  that la rge  tax 
increases w ou ld  resu lt . A n ch o ra g e  B o ro u g h  M a y o r  J a c k  R od e r ic k  
ag reed , p o in t ing  ou t that he saw no  way that a  sepa ra te  C h ug ia k  -


