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The TR A NS PO RT  ATI ON Committee considered

WEIGHTS & MEASURES: TESTS/V IOLATIONSHOUSE B ILL  NO. 351

"An Act relating to the frequency o f  inspection and testing o f weighing and measuring devices; and authorizing 
the issuance o f citations for violations o f the Weights and Measures Act."
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ANALYSIS: (Attach a tq u ra ra  p4Q9 If n tcaw ary,)
In 1986, certain nodificacijns were node to AS45.75 to provide the authority 
for Weigh Station Operators to issue citations for truck size and permit 
violations. The then present authority for Weights and Measures Inspectors 
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C8H8351
C8HB 3 5 1 : An Act Minting to the frequency o f Inspection end testing of 
weighing and measuring devices; end authorizing the Issuance o f citations 
violations o f the Weights and Measures Act.

Prior to 1 880 , weights and measures inspectors had the authority to issue citations 
fo r weights and measures violations. Changes were made to AS 4 5 .7 5  In 1986  to 
authorize weigh station operators to issue citations fo r truck size and permit 
violations. When these changes were made, the weights and measures Inspectors 
were Inadvertently stripped o f their authority to Issue citations. During the last year 
the Division o f Measurement Standards promulgated regulations that provide fo r the 
registration o f all weighing and measuring devices with the division and the payment 
o f an annual fee. To allow the division to adequately enforce AS 4 5 .7 5  and 3 AAC, 
It Is necessary fo r the weights and measures inspectors to have the authority to 
issue citations fo r those persons who choose to violate the law. Moat, if not all. 
Weights and Measures Jurisdictions In the United States and Canada possess this 
authority. This does not mean that a rash o f new citations will be Issued, but it 
does give the weights and measures official an effective-enforcement tool.
House Bill 3 5 1 , as submitted by. the Governor, contains language that allows the 
director to set the frequency o f device Inspections in his/her discretion. This 
language was originally proposed under the previous administration. Tha present 
Administration has now had an opportunity to review this provision and wishes the 
frequency o f inspection to remain at twice annual. We therefore request that lines 
7 and 8 on the first page o f the bill be restored to the existing language found In AS 
4 5 .7 5 .0 8 0 (a ) . (See CSHB351)

t

The Department o f Commerce and Economic Development strongly recommends 
passage o f these changes.

J ftnn  A. d ids, Commissioner 
Department o f Commerce and 

Economic Development


