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H O U S E  B I L L  341 " V E H I C L E  R E I M B U R S E M E N T "

H o u s e  B i l l  3 4 1  c a m e  a b o u t  as  a r e s u l t  o f  a s h o o t i n g  o n  t h e  
G l e n n  H i g h w a y  in A n c h o r a g e  l a s t  y e ar. T h i s  is w h e r e  t h r e e  y o u n g  
p e o p l e  w e r e  in a c a r  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e m  s h o t  t h e  w i n d o w  o u t  o f  a n o t h e r  
v e h i c l e  f r o m  t h e  b a c k ,  k i l l i n g  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  in  t h e  f r o n t  seat.

T h e  v e h i c l e  i n  w h i c h  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  s h o t  w a s  r i d i n g  in, w a s  
t h e n  i m p o u n d e d  as e v i d e n c e .  T h e  o w n e r  w a s  n o t  a p a r t y  t o  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  a n d  w a s  a n  i n n o c e n t  b y s t a n d e r .  H o w e v e r ,  h e  w a s  n o t  a b l e  
t o  k e e p  h i s  c a r  f o r  u s e  to a n d  f r o m  w o rk, o r  f o r  a n y  o t h e r  p u r p o s e .  
T h e  o w n e r  w a s  s t i l l  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m a k i n g  c a r  a n d  i n s u r a n c e  
p a y m e n t s .  B e c a u s e  o f  this, h e  w a s  n o t  a b l e  to  a f f o r d  a n o t h e r  p i e c e  
of  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  L u c k i l y  f o r  him, a g r o u p  r a l l i e d  a n d  d o n a t e d  
a c a r  f o r  h i s  use.

In t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  case, t h e  g e n t l e m a n  w a s  e x p o s e d  t o  n o t  
h a v i n g  h i s  v e h i c l e  f o r  a l m o s t  o n e  y e a r .  It s e e m s  o n l y  f a i r  t h a t  
in c a s e s  w h e r e  t h e  o w n e r  of  t h e  v e h i c l e  is n o t  c h a r g e d  w i t h  
a n y t h i n g  b y  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h a t  if t h e y  n e e d  t h e  v e h i c l e  f o r  
e v i d e n c e ,  c o m p e n s a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  f o r t h c o m i n g .  F o r  t h i s  a n d  f o r  
f u r t h e r  d a m a g e  s u s t a i n e d  t o  t h e  v e h i c l e .

F o r  r e a s o n  o f  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  I c h o s e  t o  h a v e  t h e  " V i o l e n t  
C r i m e s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o a r d "  i d e n t i f y  w h i c h  o w n e r s  a r e  m o s t  a f f e c t e d ,  
a n d  thus, t o  b e  c o m p e n s a t e d .  T h i s  w i l l  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  p e o p l e  w i l l  
f i l e  f r a u d u l e n t  c l a i m s  a g a i n s t  t h e  e n f o r c i n g  d i v i s i o n .

C om m ittees : Judiciary. Labor & Com merce. M ilitary &. V eterans .Affairs 
Budeet Subcom m ittee. Adm inistration
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H B  3 4 1  c a m e  a b o u t  as a r e s u l t  o f  a s h o o t i n g  o n  t h e  G l e n n  
H i g h w a y  in A n c h o r a g e  l a s t  year. T h i s  is w h e r e  t h r e e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  
w e r e  i n  a c a r  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e m  s h o t  t h e  w i n d o w  o u t  o f  a n o t h e r  
v e h i c l e  f r o m  t h e  back, k i l l i n g  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  in t h e  f r o n t  seat.

T h e  v e h i c l e  w a s  t h e n  i m p o u n d e d  as e v i d e n c e .  T h e  o w n e r  w a s  n o t  
a p a r t y  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a n d  w a s  a n  i n n o c e n t  b y s t a n d e r .  H o w e v e r ,  
h e  w a s  n o t  a b l e  t o  k e e p  h i s  c a r  f o r  u s e  t o  a n d  f r o m  w o r k ,  o r  for 
a n y  o t h e r  p u r p o s e .  T h e  o w n e r  w a s  s t i l l  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m a k i n g  c a r  
a n d  i n s u r a n c e  p a y m e n t s .  B e c a u s e  of this, h e  w a s  n o t  a b l e  t o  a f f o r d  
a n o t h e r  p i e c e  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  L u c k i l y  f o r  him, a g r o u p  r a l l i e d  
a n d  d o n a t e d  a c a r  f o r  h i s  use.

I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  case, t h e  g e n t l e m a n  w a s  e x p o s e d  t o  n o t  
h a v i n g  h i s  v e h i c l e  f o r  a l m o s t  o n e  year. I t  s e e m s  o n l y  f a i r  t h a t  
in c a s e s  w h e r e  t h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e  v e h i c l e  is n o t  c h a r g e d  w i t h  
a n y t h i n g  b y  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h a t  if t h e y  n e e d  t h e  v e h i c l e  for 
e v i d e n c e ,  c o m p e n s a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  f o r t h c o m i n g .  F o r  t h i s  a n d  for 
f u r t h e r  d a m a g e  s u s t a i n e d  to  t h e  v e h i c l e .

Committees: Judiciary, Labor & Commerce, Military & Veterans Affairs 
Finance Subcommittee, Administration
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S E C T I O N A L  A N A L Y S I S  F O R  S S H B  341

S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 2 . 3 6  is a m e n d e d  w i t h  a n e w  s e c t i o n ,

D I S P O S I T I O N  O F  R E C O V E R E D  O R  S E I Z E D  P R O P E R T Y .

Sec. 1 2 . 3 6 . 0 7 0 .  N O T I C E  O F  R I G H T  O F  C O M P E N S A T I O N  F O R  L O S S  O F  M O T O R  
V E H I C L E .

T h e  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y  w h o  s e i z e s  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  f o r  
p u r p o s e  o f  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  s h a l l  n o t i f y  t h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e  r i g h t  
t o  o b t a i n  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  o r  p e r m a n e n t  l o s s  o f  it.

S e c t i o n  2. A S  1 8 . 6 7 . 0 1 0  V I O L E N T  C R I M E S  C O M P E N S A T I O N  B O A R D
[ P U R P O S E ] ,  is a m e n d e d .

P l a c e s  w o r d i n g  o r  w h o s e  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s  a r e  s e i z e d  b v  l a w  
e n f o r c m e n t  a g e n c i e s , t o  g i v e  t h e  " V i o l e n t  C r i m e s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o a r d  
t h e  n e e d e d  a u t h o r i t y  t o  h e a r  t h e s e  cases.

S e c t i o n  3. A S  1 8 . 6 7 . 0 3 0 ( b )  A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  C O M P E N S A T I O N .

H a s  w o r d i n g  i n s e r t e d  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a r e p o r t  o f  t h e  
c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  v e h i c l e  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  
B o a r d  b y  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ,  in t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s .

S e c t i o n  4. A S  1 8 . 6 7 . 0 7 0 ,  S T A N D A R D S  F O R  C O M P E N S A T I O N .

S t a t e s  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  is  t h e  lo s s  
o f  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e .  A l s o  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  a m o u n t  
o f  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p a y a b l e  f o r  t h e  loss, b a s e d  o n  c u r r e n t  v a l u e  o f  
car, a n d  t h e  e x p e c t e d  u s a g e  o f  it.

T h e  f o r m u l a  f o r  u s a g e  is d e t e r m i n e d  as v a l u e  o f  c a r  (V) 
d i v i d e d  b y  e x p e c t e d  l i f e  ( E L ) , y i e l d s  m o n t h l y  c o m p e n s a t i o n  (MC) 
o w e d  [ v /el =  m e ] .

C o m m itte e s : Judiciary. Labor & Com m erce. M ilitary & V eterans A ffairs 
Budget Subcom m ittee. A dm inistration



P a g e  2 o f  3 
A p r i l  14, 1992
S e c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s  o f  S S H B  341

S e c t i o n  5 - 8. A S  1 8 . 6 7 . 0 8 0  (a, b, C ,  & d) A W A R D I N G  C O M P E N S A T I O N  
is a m e n d e d .

I n c l u d e s  t e m p o r a r y  o r  p e r m a n e n t  l o s s  o f  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e f . ]

s e c t i o n  9. A S  1 8 . 6 7 . 1 0 1  I N C I D E N T S  A N D  O F F E N S E S  T O  W H I C H  T H I S
C H A P T E R  A P P L I E S ,  is a m e n d e d  t o  i n c l u d e  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n .

(b) A l l o w s  V i o l e n t  C r i m e s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o a r d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  
c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  v i c t i m s  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  It is n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  
v e h i c l e  in q u e s t i o n  m u s t  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  o w n e r’s 
t r a d e  o r  b u s i n e s s .  It  is n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  n e c e s s a r y  s o l e l y  
b e c a u s e  t h e  v e h i c l e  is d r i v e n  b e t w e e n  t h e  o w n e r ' s  h o m e  a n d  
p r i n c i p a l  p l a c e  o f  work.

S e c t i o n  10 - 11. A S  1 8 . 6 7 . 1 1 0  (a & b) N A T U R E  O F  T H E  C O M P E N S A T I O N  
is a m e n d e d .

P l a c e s  t e m p o r a r y  o r  p e r m a n e n t  lo s s  of  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  i n t o  
t h e s e  s e c t i o n s .

S e c t i o n  12. A S  1 8 . 6 7 . 1 1 5  is a n e w  s e c t i o n ,  S P E C I A L  P R O C E D U R E S  
F O R  C O M P E N S A T I O N  L O S S  O F  A  M O T O R  V E H I C L E .

I f  t h e  b o a r d  d e t e r m i n e s  c o s t  o f  v e h i c l e  is l e s s  t h a n  $ 1 000 
d o l l a r s ,  it s h a l l  p a y  a l u m p  s u m  t o  t h e  v i c t i m .

S e c t i o n  13 - 15. AS  1 8 . 6 7 . 1 3 0  (a, b, & c) L I M I T A T I O N S  O N  A W A R D I N G  
C O M P E N S A T I O N  is a m e n d e d .

I n c l u d e s  t e m p o r a r y  o r  p e r m a n e n t  l o s s  o f  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  (a) 
a n d  a l s o  i n c l u d i n g  in a c l a i m  f o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  p e r s o n a l  i n j u r y  
o r  d e a t h ,  (b & c) t o  g i v e  t h e m  s t a n d i n g .

S e c t i o n  16. A S  1 8 . 6 7 . 1 3 0  L I M I T A T I O N S  O N  A W A R D I N G  C O M P E N S A T I O N  
is a m e n d e d  w i t h  a n e w  section.

S t a t e s  t h a t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  c a n n o t  b e  d o n e  if  t h e  p e r s o n  
m a k i n g  t h e  c l a i m  is o r  c o u l d  b e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  c r i m i n a l  o f f e n s e  
f o r  w h i c h  t h e  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  w a s  seiz e d .



P a g e  3 o f  3 
A p r i l  14, 1992
S e c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s  of S S H B  341

S e c t i o n  17. A S  1 8 . 6 7 . 1 3 5  is a m e n d e d  w i t h  a n e w  s e c t i o n ,  A C T I O N  
F O R  I N V E R S E  C O N D E M N A T I O N  O R  D A M A G E  T O  A  M O T O R  V E H I C L E .

S e c t i o n  18. A S  1 8 . 6 7 . 1 4 0 ,  R E C O V E R Y  F R O M  O F F E N D E R ,  is amended.

A d d s  t e m p o r a r y  or  p e r m a n e n t  l o s s  o f  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e ,  a n d  loss 
o f  t h e  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

S e c t i o n  19. A S  1 8 . 6 7 . 1 8 0 ,  D E F I N I T I O N S ,  is a m e n d e d .

I n c l u d e s  d e f i n i t i o n  " m o t o r  v e h i c l e , "  a n d  a d d s  t o  t h e  
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " v i c t i m , " t o  i n c l u d e  t e m p o r a r y  o r  p e r m a n e n t  loss of 
a m o t o r  v e h i c l e .

S e c t i o n  20. E f f e c t i v e  d a t e  is J u l y  1, 1992.
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Justice lakes toll of innocent man
highway killing must still pay

.  .........

•• Driver of car impounded after
j By SHEILA TOOMEY-' ••/ . .

Daily News reporter , ’ • • •

Tire last t im e 1 Rob C ham berla in  saw  his 
n if ty  red sports ca r  It w as su rrounded  by 
police and his fr iend  lay  dead in the  front 
seat. •

Cham berla in , 2i,. is the  ow ner of the 1905

to dea th  last m on th  from  an o th e r  c a r  a t  the 
Muldoun exit off th e  G lenn  H ighw ay. Cliam- 
berla in  was driv ing  th a t  n ight, on his w ay  

i: to drop  Cain off a t K e n tu ck y  Fried  Chicken,
. wh$n a high-powered r if le  bu lle t  pierced the 
r e a r  w indow  and k i l le d  his friend in s tan tly .

Cham berla in  b ough t  the ca r  fo r  $5,000 
i3> th ree  weeks before th e  shooting and , fo r a 

w hile ,’w h a t  h ap p en ed  to . i t  w a s ' th e  least  of 
his concerns. The po lice  im pounded  it for 
the ir  investigation, w h ich  he figured w ould 
tak e  few weeks, m a y b e .e v e n  a m on th  or 
two, and  l b i“ seem ed  reasonable.

But now  C h am b erla in  has  been to ld  he . 
ca n ’t have the ca r  u n t i l  a f te r  the tw o  m en ' 
accused in Cain 's d e a th  are tr ied  — which

• r* 1 « •* ' • t
could be a year o r 'm o r e .  T h a t  Seenis Unrea­
sonable, he said’. - ;

" I  can’t afford to  m a k e  the  p a y m en ts  and 
get ano ther  car." • . »

A ssistant District A t to rn e y  S teve  Branch- 
flower, who will be  t a k in g  th e  case to trial, 
sa id  he really has no choice b u t  to keep the 
Toyota.

"You never know  w h a t  k in d  of a rgum ent 
a defense a tto rney  is going to m ake ,"  
Branchflower said. " I  c e r ta in ly  d o n ’t want 
to  heap any m ore  inconven ience  on the 
ow ner, b u t  it's im p o r ta n t  in a case l ike  this 
t h a t  we preserve u n t i l  a f te r  the  t r ia l  every 
piece of evidence. We h a v e  no w ay  of telling 
to d ay  what m igh t d ev e lo p  as a n  issue 
to m o rro w ."

Also, Branchflower s a id ,  ju ro rs  m igh t ask 
to  see the car. "M y d u ty  is to  e r r  on the side 
of cau tion ."

In the  face of d e a th ,  the  inconvenience of 
losing a car seems a s m a l l  th ing .  B u t in the 

, l ife  of a real person, a y o u n g  m an  w ho lives

Please see Back Pago, TALES
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' Pounded ►liCI946 ‘ by*; Norman '-C.-; Browiwi-s

?■*’' , - 
• * .r ** •

J u s t ic e ?
Innocent victims find indifference

A laska, l ike  t h e  re s t  of th e  country , s t r iv e s  to  have 
a law  enforcem ent sy s te m  in  w hich ju s t ice  is blind. 
F o r  those  .a ccu sed  of c r im e s ,  i t ’s a n o b le  and  
ap p rop ria te  goal.

B u t as p re s e n t ly  s tru c tu red ,  the  c r im in a l  justice 
system  too o f ten  is b l in d  to  the  p lig h t  of innocent 
v ic tim s and w itn esses .  A ll  th e  a t te n t io n  focuses on 
un co v e r in g  s u s p e c t s  a n d  p ro v in g  t h e i r  g u i l t  or 
innocence. The need s  of v ic tim s and w itnesses  are  an 
afte rthought.

T ak e  the  c a s e  o f  E a g le  R iv e r  r e s id e n t  Rob 
Cham berlain . H e  w as  d r iv in g  his $5,000 sports  car 
w hen  his p a ssen g e r  w as  sho t and  k il led  b y  another 
m otoris t.  His c a r  h a s  been  im pounded  as evidence 
un ti l  the  suspect goes on t r ia l .  In  th e  m ean tim e , Mr. 
Cham berla in  h a s  .to b u m  rides fo r  his len g th y  tr ip  to 
w ork , while h e ’s s tu c k  p ay in g  fo r  a ca r  he cannot use.

In a system  t h a t  cared  abou t jusiice  for innocent 
bystanders ,  th e r e  w ou ld  be a s im ple  process for 
help ing  people l ik e  Mr. C ham berla in . Society has a 
leg itim ate  need  to  ta k e  h is  car  for evidence. I t ’s less 
c lear  w hy  society  shou ld  be  allow ed to t a k e  it  w ithout 
ju s t  com pensation .

The violent c r im es  com pensa tion  b o a rd ,  welcome 
as it is, p rov ides  no re l ie f  here. The board  does not 
com pensate v ic t im s  of p ro p e r ty  crimes. I t cannot pay 
fo r  econom ic  lo s s e s  t h a t  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  or 
prosecution in f l ic ts  on innocen t w itnesses.

One reason soc ie ty  doesn 't  do more fo r  v ic tim s and 
w itnesses is m oney . T he 5600,000 a y e a r  Alaska 
spends on v ic tim s  o f  v io len t crim es is b a re ly  enough 
to  meet the d em an d .  H elp ing  innocent w itnesses  with 
th e i r  losses a n d  expenses  could cost considerably 
more.

But then, n o  o n e  ever said iustice is cheap.


