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SB261
An act relating to operating commercial motor vehicles, motor vehicles,
aircraft, and watercraft? and providing for an effective date.

In an effort to reduce the amount of deaths, injuries and property damage
caused by certain motor vehicles, the United States Congress passed the
Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1906.

That Act set some specific requirements that driver®s and employer®s must
meet, plus set requirements that each state must meet. |If the State does
not meet these standards, the federal government will witlihold Federal
Highway funds.

This bill is the second phase of a two phase process caused by the delay in
federal rule making. Phase one dealt with the issuance of a commercial
driver®s license and passed the legislature last year (Ch.53 SLA 1990).

This phase deals with the disqualification and penalties that will occiir if
a commercial driver 1is in violation of certain laws pertaining to alcohol,
drugs, traffic accidents and violations.

If this bill is not passed there will be two major consequences.

1. April 1, 1992 is the deadline set by federal regulations.
Alaska®s authority to 1issue a commercial license will be
revoked. This means that Alaska CDL holders will not be. allowed
to operate commercial vehicles in any other state and will be in
violation of the federal law. Alaska cm7operators will not be
allowed to go to any other state to be licensed because states
can only license their own residents.

2. Loss of Federal Highway funds begins October 1, 1993. The first
years loss 1is 5% of the total allotment, which is approximately
12 million dollars. The second and subsequent years losses”®
until compliance will be 10%, approximately 24 million dcllars.

Last years legislation passed with a fiscal note which adequately funded the
commercial driver Jlicense program, therefore, this phase does not require
additional funding.

We feel that it is extremely important for this legislation to pass as it
will allow the state to be in full compliance " Tth the federal regulations
and will not put any undue hardships on Ala *s commercial motor vehicle
operators.



A brief section by section analysis. A more detailed analysis was prepared
and is in the packet.

Section 1
Allows the Commissioner of Department of Public Safety, to adopt regulations
which will conform to the federal regulations.

Section 2 through 6

Amends current law allowing the Department of Public Safety to revoke or
disqualify a commercial driver®"s Jlicense at .04 percent blood alcohol
concentration. It also allows for due process rights to the commercial
operator.

Section 7

Amends current law and requires the state to notify another state if a
driver from the other state is disqualified for a violation of a traffic law
in Alaska>

Section 8 through 10
Amends current law by adding additional reasons for the Court to revoke or
disqualify CDL holders upon convictions of certain traffic law violations.

Section 11, 12, and 14
Redefines previously convicted.

Section 13
Adds definitions for disqualification, or to disqualify.

Section 15
Creates new offense for operating a commercial motor vehicle while
intoxicated, implied consent and presumption of intoxication.

Section 16
Clears up the definition of "to drive a commercial motor vehicle."”

Section 17

Amends current law by substituting "drive" instead of "operate" and allows
the department to disqualify a commercial operator for falsification of
documents for a commercial license or other documentation required of CFR49.

Section 18
Amends current law by prohibiting an employer from permitting an unlicensed
driver to operate a 047 or operating when prohibited.

Section 19

Creates a new section by allowing a peace officer or employer to place an
operator "out of service" for 24 hours for any detectable level of alcohol
or controlled substance.

It also requires the Court to disqualify a CMV operator for several traffic
law violations. The period of disqualifications are minimum and according
to CER49.

It also creates penalties for operating a CMV after withdrawal.



Section 20
Adds definitions

Section 21
Amends current law pertaining to open containers.

Section 22 and 23
Amends current law to be consistent to the EX™ provisions and controlled

substances.

Section 24 through 27
Amends current law to be consistent to refusal to submit to a breath test
and defines previously convicted.

Section 28
Amends current law to be consistent to chemical test without consent.

Section 29
Repeals a current section of the law.

Section 30
Provides consistently with current case lav; regarding convictions.

Section 31
Allows for an effective date vhich will allow Public Safety time to
implement prior to the April 1, 1992 deadline.



CALL MEETING TO ORDER

NOTE THE DATE: Thursday, May 2nd 1991

NOTE TIME:

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS PRESENT

DURING TODAYS MEETING WE WILL TAKE UP:

HB 295 - Relating to commercial motor vehicles /

INTRODUCE ANY SPECIAL GUESTS OR V.I.P.s

REQUEST ANY PERSONS WISHING TO TESTIFY TO SIGN THE

WITNESS REGISTER

ANNOUCEMENTS AT CLOSE OF MEETING

7.

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE HOUSE TRANSPORTATION
COMMITTEE WILL BE:

Tuesday, May 6th 1994
at this time, we will take up

ADJOURN MEETING. NOTE TIME OF ADJOURNMENT.



¥&¥! DIF m m ih

KXjowr juticAwia
. . KIWAU MAV-A e
¥con 1LgiBDSuirigng W4 00

LEGISLATIVE ALTARS AGEWCY

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE LIBRARY

Copies of minutes listed below were originally included
in this file. The minutes are available on the STAIRS
database CMPR. In order to save space copies of minutes

have not been left in the files.
Mary Van Nimwegen
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