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C O N T IN U A T IO N  o f FISCAL N O T E  AN A LY SIS

For B i l l / R e s o l u t i o n  No. SJR 6

S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  H o .  6 c a l l s  u p o n  t h e  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  t o  p r o p o s e  an  am endmen t  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  
em pow e r  t h e  C o n g r e s s  and  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  o f  t h e  s e v e r a l  s t a t e s  t o  p r o h i b i t  t h e  
p h y s i c a l  d e s e c r a t i o n  o f  t h e  F l a g  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  SJR /5, w h i c h  i s  a 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  f r om  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  t h e  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s ,  w i l l  n o t  h a v e  a f i s c a l  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Law.

p a g e  2 o f  ____2
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T H E  FLAG AM ENDM ENT
M r. D O L E  Mr. P residen t, ea rlie r 

tills week, th e  S up rem e C ourt heard  
oral a rg u m en t on th e  constitu tionality  
of lh e  so-called F lag P ro tec tion  A ct of 
1080.

W ith in  fl weeks o r  so, th e  Suprem e 
C ourt will se ttle—once and fo r all—th e  
question  of w h e th e r th e  flag s ta tu te  
posses, o r flunks, th e  constitu tio n a lity  
test.

I’ve predicted t h a t  th e  S uprem e 
C ourt will affirm  th e  two lower co u rt 
opinions s trik ing  dow n th e  s ta tu te . 
Obviously. I am  no t a  m lndreader, and  
I could be dead wrong on th is  one.

B u t w hat th e  crillcs c a n 't d ispu te  Is 
th e  sim ple fac t th a t  th e  A m erican 
people s till—to  th is  day—sta n d  fo u r­
sq u are  beh ind  a  co n stitu tio n a l am end­
m en t to  p ro tec t O ld G lory  from  des­
ecration .

L ast Friday, th e  A m erican Legion of­
ficially  released th e  re su lts  o f a G allup 
poll te s tin g  th e  opinions of A m ericans 
on th e  flag-burning issue. A nd th e  re­
su lts  show  th a t  O ld G lory—as well as 
th e  co n stitu tio n a l am en d m en t—have 
won w ith  landslide num bers.
• A ccording to  th e  poll, an  overw helm ­
ing 72 pe rcen t of th e  A m erican people 
"d isagree  th a t  bu rn in g  th e  flag  should  
be p ro tec ted  u n d e r th e  fre e  speech 
g u aran tee  of th e  f irs t am endm en t" ' 71 
p e rcen t favor " a  narrow  constitu tional 
am endm en t th a t  w ould allow F ederal 
and  S ta te  governm ents to  m ake flag- 
bu rn in g  Illegal," Just like th e  am end­
m en t th a t  th e  S en a te  considered la s t 
year.

And 73 p ercen t o f  th e  A m erican 
people do n o t “ believe th a t  & constitu ­
tional am endm ent would place o u r 
freedom  of speech In Jeopardy," while 
only 25 percen t th in k  It would.

So desp ite  w hat y o u  m ay h ea r o r  
read  In th e  m edia, th e  com m itm ent of 
th e  A m erican people to  a  constitu tion ­
a l am endm en t rem ain s as s tro n g  os 
ever—alm ost a  full y ea r a fte r  th e  
T exas versus Jo h n so n  decision. And 
th is  com m itm ent will g ro w . even 
s tro n g e r If, an d  w hen, th e  Suprem e 
C o u rt finally  s trik es  down th e  so- 
called F lag P ro tec tio n  Act.

1 com m end th e  A m erican Legion fo r 
Its un re len tin g  work on  behalf of th e  
co n stitu tiona l am endm ent. And I com ­
m end th e  legion for bring ing  the poll 
resu lts  to  th e  a tte n tio n  of Ih c lr  e lect­
ed rep resen ta tives In Congress.

Mr. P residen t. I.ask  unanim ous con­
te n t  th a t  th e  te x t of th e  American 
Legion polt resu lts be p rin ted  In th e  
R ecord a t th is  point.

T h e re  being no objection, th e  rcsull3 
were ordered  to be p rin ted  In the? 
R ecord, as follows:

The American Legion.
Wajlilnylon. D C .  M a v  i f .  10 90  

Ocam Senator: A lth ough  it  has been 
a lm ost a year i ln c e  the Suprem e Court's 
controvers ia l deris ion . 72 percent o f the 
Am erican pub lic  s t ill believes tha t bu rn ing  
the  American flag shou ld  nu t be a protected 
form  of free speech as gunran leed by the 
C ons titu t io ns  F irst A m rn d m rn t  As a re in ­
forcem ent of tha t be lie f, 71 percent o( 
Americans favor a narrowly-drawn constitu ­
t io n a l am endment to make flag burn ing  i l le ­
ga l. and 73 percent are conv inced tha t such 
an  am endm ent w ou ld  not Jeopardize the ir 
freedom  of speech.

These are o n ly  three find ing s  of a recent 
G a llu p  p o ll c lear ly  show ing th a t most 
Americans are s t ill enraged over th e  w ho le  
m a tte r of flag burn ing . In  fact, 57 percent 
of them  stated th e ir  In ten t io n  to vote for or 
aga inst elected o ff ic ia ls  because of where 
they  stand on the  Issue. These are not 
"soft" op in ions or attitudes because It  was 
also found  tha t o n ly  15 percent of th e  po ll 
pa rt ic ipan ts  expressed any unce rta in ty  la  
staLlng Ih c lr  positions.

T h e  American Leg ion !s conv inced tha t 
th is  p o ll, conducted A p r il 11 through  M ay 2. 
U  a c lear Ind icator of p u b lic  o p in io n . W e see 
It  as proof tha t Americans have considered 
ca re fu lly  a ll sides of th e  Issue, they have 
m ade up  th e ir  m inds, and they are dem and­
in g  th a t flag burners be dea lt w ith  as law ­
breakers.

A more deta iled presentation of the 
G a llu p  p o ll results Is enclosed for your 
rev iew .

S incere ly ,
Miles S. Eplinc, 

National Commander.

C uj.iir Poll Results on Americans’
Opinions on tiie FYac-Durninc Issue 

S ta tist ics Just released to T h e  American 
Leg ion  by T h e  G a llu p  O rgan iza tion . In c . 
show  th a t a s ig n if ica n t m a jo r ity  of A m er i­
cans support a constitu tiona l am endm en t to 
protect the Un ited States F lag . T h e  po ll, 
w h ich  was conducted from  A p r il 11 through  
M ay  2, and has a "m ax im um  standard-error 
rate o f 2.7 percent at th e  55 percent leve l of 
confidence , "reported th a t 71 percent favor 
a  narrow ly  drawn cons t itu t io na l am end ­
m ent: 73 percent do no t b e lieve  such an 
am endm en t w ou id  Jeopardize th e ir  freedom 
of speech: and 57 percent w ou ld  vo le  fo r or 
aga inst an  elected o f f ic ia l because of h is  po­
s it io n  on  th is  issue.

T h e  questions asked and the  responses, by 
percentage , fo llow .

1. D o  you agree th a t b u rn in g  the  Am eri­
can  f la g  shou ld  be protected u nder the free 
speech guarantee of th e  F irs t A m endm ent 
o r do you disagree th a t b u rn in g  the flag 
shou ld  be protected u nd e r th e  free speech 
guarantee of th e  F irs t Amendment?

Agree, 25 percent; disagree, 72 percent; no 
o p in io n , 2 percent.

2. O n  May H t h  th e  Suprem e C ou rt Is 
go ing to hear f in a l arguments on the  F lag  
P ro tection  Act of 1589. the law w h ich  was 
w r it te n  to make flag burn ing  a crim e . If  the  
S uprem e Cou rt finds the Act to be uncons ti­
tu t io n a l wou ld you favor or oppose a nnrrow  
cons t itu t io na l am endm ent tha t w ou ld  a llow  
federa l and s la te governments to make flag 
b u rn in g  Illegal?

F*avor. 71 percent; oppose, 23 percent: no 
o p in io n . 3 percent.

3. D o  you believe th a t a con s t itu t io n a l 
am endm en t ou tlaw ing flag bu rn ing  w ou ld  
p lace yuur freedom of speech In Jeopardy?

S  \i:!s.>

Yes. 25 percent; No, 73 percent; di 
know. 2 percent.

4. How  strong Is your o p in io n  on th e  I 
burn ing  Issue7 O n  a 1 to 5 scale wher 
mentis you com p le te ly  made up your m 
on your pos ition on the Issue and 1 me 
you're unsure of you r pos ition on the  tv 
where w ou ld  you ra le  yourse lf rcgarc 
the flag bu rn ing  Issue?

(1) Unsure of pos ition . 3 percent: 12 
percent: (3). 9 percent: < 4 >. 13 percent; 
com p lete ly  made up  m ind . 88 percent.

5. Ptense te ll me yes or no If you would 
lik e ly  to pa rtic ipa te In th e  fo llow ing  act 
lies os a resu lt of your pos ition on the  I 
burn ing  Issue. W ou ld  you be lik e ly  to:

A. D onate to a group tha t supported y 
position?

Yes. 53 p e rc e n t No. 44 p e rc en t dc 
know. 3 percent.

B . S ig n  a p e t it io n  tha t supported your 
sllton?

Yes. 83 percent: No . 13 p e rc en t
C . Vote for o r against an elected o f ll i 

because o f h is  pos ition an the  Issue?
Yes. 37 p e rc e n t No. 40 p e rcen t dc 

know. 3 p e rc en t
D . D o vo lun teer work for. a group I 

supported you r position?
Yes. 44 p e rc e n t No , 54 p e rc en t dc 

know. 2 p e rc en t
E . W r ite  a le tte r to an elected o ff ic ia l s: 

lng your pos ition on the  Issue?
Yes. 65 percent; N o . 31 percent.
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FOR RELEASE MONDAY. HAY 14, 1990 . ..........

GALLUP POLL RESULTS ON 
AMERICANS’ OPINIONS ON THE 

FLAG-8URNING ISSUE

Statistics just released to The American Legion by The Gallup 
Organization, Inc. show that a significant majority of Americans support a 
constitutional amendment to protect the United States Flag. The poll, which 
was conducted from April 11 through May 2, and has a “maximum standard-error 
rate of 2.7% at the 95% level of confidence," reported that 71% favor a 
narrowly drawn constitutional amendment; 73% do not believe such an amendment 
would jeopardize their freedom of speech; and 57% would vote for or against an 
elected official because of his position on this issue.

The questions asked and the responses, by percentage, follow.

1. Do you agree that burning the American flag should be protected under the 
free speech guarantee of the First Amendment, or do you disagree that 
burning the flag should be protected under the free speech guarantee of 
the First Amendment?

Agree 25%
Disagree 72%
No Opinion 2%

2. On May 14th the Supreme Court is going to hear final arguments on the Flag
Protection Act of 1989, the law which was written to make flag burning a
crime. If the Supreme Court finds the Act to be unconstitutional would 
you favor or oppose a narrow constitutional amendment that would allow 
federal and state governments to make flag burning Illegal?

Favor 71%
Oppose 26%
No Opinion 3%

i
3. Do you believe that a constitutional amendment outlawing flag burning 

would place your freedom of speech in jeopardy?

Yes 25%
No 73%
Don't Know 2%

4. How strong is your opinion on the flag burning issue? On a 1 to 5 scale 
where 5 means you completely made up your mind on your position on the 
issue and 1 means you're unsure of your position on the issue, where would
you rate yourself regarding the flag burning issue?

1 Unsure of position 3%
2 3%
3 9%
4 16%
5 Completely made up mind 68%



©

-5. Please tell me yes or no 1f you would be likely to participate 1n the
following activities as a result of your position on the flag burning
Issue. Would you be likely to:

A. Donate to a group that supported your position?

Yes 53%
No 44%
Don't Know 3%

B. Sign a petition that supported your position?

Yes 86%
No 13%

C. Vote for or against an elected official because of his position on the 
issue?

Yes 57%
No 40%
Don't Know 3%

D. Do volunteer work for a group that supported your position?

Yes 44%
No 54%
Don't Know 2%

E. Write a letter to an elected official stating your position on the 
issue?

Yes 65%
No 34%

For more information, please contact The American Legion, Public 
Relations Division. Lew Wood - 317-635-8411 or John Hanson - 202-861-2700.
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W H E R E A S ,  t h e  flag of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  has been d e s c r e a t e d  
m a n y  times; and,

W H E R E A S ,  t h e r e  is no c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o t e c t i o n  for s a i d  flag;
t

N O W  T H E R E F O R E  BE. IT R E S O L V E D ,  t h a t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  s t r o n g l y  
u r g e s  s w i f t  p a s s a g e  of S J R  6, w h i c h  w i l l  p r o v i d e  for an a m e n d m e n t  to- 
t h e  U.S. C o n s t i t u t i o n  to p r o h i b i t  the d e s c r e a t i o n  of the U.S. flag.

A N D  B E  IT F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D ,  that e a c h  p o s t  m a k e  its p o s i t i o n  
k n o w n  to the S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  i m m e d i a t e l y .

R e s o l u t i o n  Mo. 9 1 - 0 3

I n  s u p p o r t  o f  S J R  6

(3)



Please enter into the record my testimony to the senate Finance committee 

committee name

committee on s jn  6   . dated 2% March iq q j------------
bill/subject

The American Legion Auxiliary is the worlds largest 

p a t r i o t i c-service organization, one million members strong.

By now, you must all be aware of the stand that the Amer i c a n  

Legion, A m e r i c a n  Legion Auxi liary and Sons of the A m e r i c a n  

L egion have made in regard to the desecration of our Flag.

There are certainly enough other ways for one to d i s p l a y  

"freedom of expression" without d e secrati ng O l d  Glory a n d  the 

c o untry it stands for. The hippies, yuppies, (or w h a t e v e r  

they now call themselves) have the freedom (in this country)

to "love it or leave it"!

This flag desecration issue has been bounced around 

long enough, and since it gained nationwide attention, we

have be en involved in yet another war.

I t e s t i f y  support of SJR 6 on behalf of the 2,950 m e m b e r s  

of the A m e r i c a n  Legion Auxiliary, Department of Alaska.

M i l l i e  McManus, National Western D i v i s i o n  A m e r i c a n i s m  C h a ir man 
^ 2  ( J  S i  National Executive C o m m i t t e e m a n - D e p t . of A laska

Testifier

American Legion Auxiliary

Representing (Optional)

. HC 34 Box 2662, W a s i l l a , AK 99687

Address i

(Bus) 376-2611 (Hm) 892-6319 i

Phone No.

9/84 U g uU a v j In/ormiBon Otte*



T o  p l e d g e  
a l l e g i a n c e

O u r  na t i o na l  f lag —  O l d  G lo ry ,  
the Stars a n d  Stripes, the Red, 
W h i t e  a n d  B l u e  —  is em b l em a t i c  
o f  the respect a n d  p r i d e  w e  have  
for o u r  na t i o n  a n d  a ra l l y ing po in t  
in  t imes o f  conf l i c t ,  T o d a y  it is 
f l y i ng  in u n p r e c e d e n t e d  n um b e r s  
f r om coast to coast.

W h e n  w a r  b e g an  in  the Persian 
G u l f ,  sales o f  f lags b o o m e d  as 
Ame r i c a n s  l o o k e d  fo r tang i b l e  
ways  to s h o w  the i r suppo r t  for t i i e 
t roops overseas .  Merchan ts  f rom 
the East Coast  to Ca l i f o rn i a  fo und  
it im p o s s i b l e  to k e e p  the “grand  
o l d  flag" in  stock. S e l l i n g  espec ia l l y  
we l l :  3-by->foot banners ,  most 
p o p u l a r  w i t h  h om e ow n e r s ,  and  
sma l l  a n t e n na  flags for  cars.

"The f lag is o u r  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  
o u r  p e o p l e  o v e r  there." says Sal ly 
C r aw fo rd  o f  D i x i e  F l ag  C o m p a n y  
in San A n t o n i o .  “O u r  sales have  
in cr eased  100 to 1st) pe rcen t  —  
m a y b e  e v e n  mo re  —  s i n ce  the w a r  
began .  W e  used to sel l  three or 
four h o m e  f lag kits a day .  and  n o w  
it's m o r e  l ik e  -40 o r  SO."

As th e  pe r son  in  ch a rge  o f  
c u s t ome r  se rv i c e  for  D i x i e  Flag, 
C r aw fo rd  is w e l l  v er sed  in  flag 
et iquet te a n d  has o b s e r v ed  its 
sub t le  c h a ng e s  o v e r  th e  years.
(H e r  c o m p a n y  uses the f lag c o d e  
o f  th e  U n i t e d  States as its au tho r ­
ity.) "There used  to b e  a ru le  that 
the f lag s h o u l d  not  b e  d i sp l a y ed  in  
i n c l em e n t  weather ," she  recal ls. 
“Tha t w a s  w h e n  f lags w e r e  m a d e  
f rom pe r i s h a b l e  fabrics, a n d  
e x p o su r e  to the e l em en t s  soon  
w o u l d  h a v e  des troyed  them.
T o d a y  it is p e rm is s i b l e  to le ave  an  
a l l-weather f lag out  in  the rain."

A n o t h e r  o l d  cu s tom ,  that flags 
s h o u l d  b e  d i sp l a y ed  ou t  o f  doors  
o n l y  f r om sunr ise to sunset ,  has

g radua l ly  b e e n  re l axed .  It is n o w  
ac cep tab le ,  w h e n  a patr io t i c  effect 
is des i red ,  to d i sp l a y  a f lag 2-t 
hou rs  a day  i f the  f lag is p r op e r l y  
i l l um i n a t e d  d u r i n g  the h ou r s  o f  
darkness .

Ru les for  d i s p l a y i n g  the Stars 
a nd  Str ipes protect it f r om  desec ra ­
t ion  and  en s u r e  that it is treated 
w i t h  respect.  W i t h  rare e x c e p ­
t ions, the f o l l o w i n g  regu la t io ns  
g o v e r n  its d isp lay:

• T h e  f lag s h o u l d  n e v e r  to uch  
the g r o u n d  or  trai l i n t he water.

• T h e  f lag s h o u l d  b e  ho is ted  
br iskly a n d  l ow e r e d  s l ow l y .

• T h e  f lag is n e v e r  f l o w n  u p s i d e  
d o w n  e x c ep t  as a distress s ignal .

• N o  o t h e r  f lag is e v e r  f l o w n  
a b o v e  it.

• A f lag f l o w n  f r om a staff 
fastened to a w i n d o w  si l l  or  
b a l c o n y  o r  f ix ed  to the front o f  a 
b u i l d i n g  mus t  b e  f l o w n  w i t h  the 
b l u e  f i e ld  ( u n i o n )  at the p eak  o f  
the  staff un less  the flag is at half- 
mast.

• Flags are f l o w n  at half-mast 
o n l y  by of f i c ia l  state, federa l  o r  ci ty 
order,  n e v e r  in a m a n n e r  to i n d i ­
cate pe rsona l  loss to a fami ly ,  
bus iness o r  o the r organ iza t io n .

• W h e n  a f lag is d i s p l a y ed  
w i t h o u t  a staff, w h e t h e r  i n d o o r s  or  
out .  it s h o u l d  l i e  flat against an  
up r i g h t  suppo rt .  It is n e v e r  d raped  
or  fes tooned .  (B un t i n g  m ay  be 
used for this pu rpose . )  W h e n  the 
f lag is d i s p l a y e d  ho r iz on ta l l y  or  
ver t i ca l l y  against  a w a l l ,  the b l u e  
f i e ld  is u p p e rm o s t ,  to th e  left o f  
the observer .

• W h e n  the f lag is d i sp l a y ed  
f rom a w i n d o w ,  it is s h o w n  w i t h  
the b l u e  f i e l d  to the left o f  the 
ob se rv e r in  the street.

• T h e  f lag must n e v e r  b e  used

to co ve r  a t ab l e  o r  desk or b e  
d rap ed  ove r  a p la t form.  It s h ou ld  
not  be used to u n v e i l  e v e n  a 
patr iot i c statue o r  m o n um e n t .

• T h e  o n l y  e x c e p t i o n  in the 
d r ap i ng  o f  the f lag occu rs w h e n  it 
is used  to c o v e r  a casket. T h e  
b l u e  f i e ld  is o v e r  the deceased's 
left shou lde r .  T h e  flag must not 
t o uc h  the g r o u n d  or  be  l ow e r e d  
in to the grave.  T h e  flag is used for 
this h o n o r  o n l y  for membe r s  o f  the 
a rmed  services, cab ine t  off icers o f  
the federal  and  state gove rnmen ts  
and  others o f  nat io na l  import ance
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• T h e  flag s h o u l d  n e v e r  b e  used  
for adver t i s ing  p u rp os e s  i n  a ny  
manne r .

• T h e  f lag s h o u l d  n e v e r  b e  
used ,  fastened , d i s p l a y ed  o r  s tored 
in s u c h  a m a n n e r  that it c o u l d  b e  
eas i l y  torn,  so i l e d  o r  d am a g e d .

A dd i t i o n a l  ru les g o v e r n  h o w  the 
tlag is d i s p l a y e d  w i t h  the f lags o f  
o t h e r  nat ions ,  states o r  o r g a n i z a ­
t ions.

I f  y ou  h a v e  qu es t i o n s  a b o u t  the 
f lag ’s c om m e r c i a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  a n d  
lack o f  p r o p e r  h a n d l i n g ,  con tac t  
the  Na t io na l  F lag F o u n d a t i o n ,  F lag

for w h o m  the  Pres ident  decrees  
of f i c ia l  m o u r n i n g .

• T h e  f lag m ay  not  b e  d raped  
o n  any  v eh i c l e .  I f it is to b e  
d i s p l a y ed  o n  a tr.’. in, boat o r  car. it 
must b e  f i rm ly  f ixed to a staff 
a t tached to the chass is  o r  c l a m p e d  
to the r ight fender .

• T h e  f lag s h o u l d  n e v e r  b e  used  
as w e a r i n g  appa re l ,  b e d d i n g  or 
drapery .

• A lape l  f lag p i n .  b e i n g  a 
rep l i c a o f  th e  l i v i n g  flag, s h o u l d  b e  
w o r n  o n  the  left lap e l  near  the 
heart.

Plaza.  Pi ttsburgh,  PA 15219 (tele 
p h o n e  -tl2-261-1776). ■
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