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The STATE AFFAIRS Committee considered: SCR I
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 30 SUPPORT OPEN PRIMARY ELECTIONS

Supporting open primary elections.

RECOMMENDATIONS: | ] tire same title
be replaced with I la new title

[ ] have attached amendments(s)

[Y] do pass

« 1 do noi pass

[ ] no recommendations
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[ 1 additional referral to the Committee
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NEWS RELEASE A

SAEJABA FIRNERATONINAT

CFACECF THEGOER\R
PO BOXA
JONEAU AL ASKA99311
JOHNMVANLY
WALTEHRI. HOKEL
907) 465-3500
FAX %90% 566-8360

FOR RELEASE: February 19, 1992
No. 92-027

STATEMENT BY GOVERNOR WALTER J. HICKEL
REGARDING THE OPEN PRIMARY 1

"Alaska's open primary is a system that has served us well for 25
years. My position on it is crystal clear.

"We had closed primaries in 1966, and | campaigned to open them
up to all Alaskan voters.

"When | was Governor 25 years ago, the first bill | signed into lav/
was the open primary. | believe it is still the most fair way to treat those
58 percent of the voters who choose not to affiliate with a political party.

"I v/ant Alaska to continue to have an open primary, and | will work
to have one that is consistent with the state and federal constitutions.

"A recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling has prompted the present
controversy by saying that political parties can change the rules. How this
will impact Alaska's open primary and what changes will be required of
our election laws are questions that must be answered.

"The people of Alaska deserve an answer, and as soon as possible in
this election year. Therefore, | am directing my Attorney General, Charlie
Cole, to immediately research the legal issues to try and protect our open
primary system.

"The open primary was a battle hard won 25 years ago. We are
going to do everything we can to keep it as open as possible."
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