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The STATE AFFAIRS Committee considered: 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 30

Supporting open primary elections.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
be replaced w ith ____________________________

(7)
FURTHER REFERRALS:

[ ] have attached amendments(s) 
[Y ] do pass 
\  ]  do noi pass 
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[ ] additional referral to th e ____

SUPPORT OPEN PRIMARY ELECTIONS

| ] tire same title 
____________ I 1 a new title

SCR 30

Committee

ADOPTS: letter of Intent

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): (Depl)

[ ] fiscal im pact__________________________
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APPROVES PREVIOUS:
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[X] zero fiscal note(s)
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N E W S  R E L E A S E A

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
PO. BOX A
JIJNEAU. ALASKA 99311

GOVERNOR

STATE OF ALASKA

WALTER J. HICKEL

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT

PRESS SECRETARY

(907) 465-3500 
FAX (907) 566-8369

JOHN MANLY

FO R  R ELEA SE: February  19, 1992 
N o. 92-027

STATEMENT BY GOVERNOR WALTER J. HICKEL 
REGARDING THE OPEN PRIMARY 1

"A laska 's  open p rim ary  is a sy stem  th a t has served  us w ell fo r 25 
y ears. M y p o sitio n  on it is c ry sta l c lear.

"W e had c lo sed  p rim aries  in 1966, and I cam p a ig n ed  to  open them  
up to  all A laskan  voters.

"W hen I w as G overnor 25 years ago, the firs t bill I s ig n ed  in to  lav/ 
w as the open p rim ary . I be lieve  it is s till the m ost fa ir w ay  to trea t th o se  
58 p e rcen t o f the  vo ters w ho  ch oose  no t to a ffilia te  w ith  a p o litic a l p a rty .

"I v/ant A lask a  to co n tin u e  to have an open  p rim ary , and  I w ill w o rk  
to  h ave  one th a t is c o n sis ten t w ith  the s ta te  and fed era l c o n s titu tio n s .

"A re c en t U .S . S up rem e C o u rt ru lin g  has p rom pted  the  p re sen t 
co n tro v e rsy  by say ing  that p o litica l p a rtie s  can ch ange  the  ru le s . H ow  this 
w ill im p ac t A lask a 's  open p rim ary  and w hat ch an g es  w ill be re q u ire d  o f 
o u r e lec tio n  law s are q u estio n s  th a t m u st be an sw ered .

"The p eo p le  o f  A laska  dese rv e  an answ er, and as soon  as p o ss ib le  in 
th is e lec tio n  y ear. T h e re fo re , I am d irec tin g  m y A tto rn ey  G en era l, C h a rlie  
C o le , to im m ed ia te ly  resea rch  the legal issues to try and  p ro te c t o u r open  
p r im a ry  sy s te m .

"The open p rim ary  w as a ba ttle  hard  w on 25 years ag o . W e are  
go ing  to do ev ery th in g  w e can  to keep  it as open as po ssib le ."
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