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Senate State Affairs Committee
LETTER OF INTENT
CSSB-362 (STA)

Providing voter registration forms
with permanent fund dividend applications

Legislators are eager to encourage voter registration and find the
availability of the dividend application to be one of the best methods to
promote voter registration. At the same time, the legislature is concerned
that Alaskans not confuse registering to vote with filing their dividend
application, or the reverse, or assume that one is dependant upon the
other. It is the intent of the legislature that the Department of Revenue
and the Division of Elections make every reasonable effort to minimize
any confusion.

It is further the intent of the legislature that the Department of Revenue
and the Division of Elections report to the legislature as to the success or
failure of distributing voter registration forms with permanent fund
dividend applications after the plan has been in effect for at least two

years.

The legislature, while desiring to promote voter registration, does not
wish to encourage the inclusion of other state forms with the dividend
application.



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OP ALASKA BILL NO.  CSSB 362
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Date.  02/22/92 o Department Affected:  Office of the Governor-Elections
Title: An Act Pertaining to Qualifications for BRU: Division of Elections
Permanent Fund Dividends Component: | Elections Operations

Sponsor: Senator Craft _
Requestor: Senate Finance Conrnittee

COVPONENT SERIAL HO. n
Expenditures/Revenues:  (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FT 93 FT 94 FT 95 FT 96 FT 97 FT 98
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 D 0
TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0
GRANTS, CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL OPERATING 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0
CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
REVENUE
FUND SOURCE: 0 0 0 0 0 0
FUNDING:  (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0
FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHR

FUND SOURCE: 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact: 0
ANALVSIS: (Att?ch a segarate page _if necessary.)

This Tigure ‘reflects the costs of preparm% a two page’ voter registration insertion for the 1993 and subsequentyears’
Permanént Fund Dividend Application booklets. The voter registration form will be color distinct from the Permanent Fund
Dividend application form and will be clearly defined™as a voter registration form only. Forms will be designedsothat
folded the voter can seal the form and place  a stamp on it and mail it back to the Divisionof Elections.
r“Prepared by.  Laura A GLoiscc. Projectfri.CooCdinato) / stT— Phone:  465-4611
MJivisions © Elections Date:  02/22/92
pproved bé Commijssioner:
Agency:  Office of the_Governor S " -Dater 02122192
Qistribution (by preparer). Leg. Fin., Legj*"fve Sponsor, Requestor, OMB/DBR, Gov. Legis. Ofc., & Impacted Agency(ies).
Rev 10/07/91 Pagpg 1 oOF
SR AN
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5.

ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
PERMANENT FUND DIVIDEND DIVISION
CSSD 362 (SA) ANALYSIS
As of February 24, 1992

fiscal note is based on the following assumptions.

The intent of this legislation 1is to have the Department of Revenue
provide a voter's registration form in each application booklet or
to make them available at the Dividend Information Offices.

The Division of Elections will prepare a two page insertion for the
1993 and subsequent year Permanent Fund Dividend application
booklets that would have two preaddressed postcard registration
form3. The insertion will be a color distinct from the Permanent

Fund Dividend application form.

The postcard form will <clearly instruct registrants to mail the
forms directly to the Division of Elections. Consequently, the
vast majority of registrants will return their registration form to

the Division of Elections instead of returning it to the Department
of Revenue with their permanent fund dividend applications.

The cost of printing voter registration forms, inserting tfoo
additional pages in the application booklet and transferring voter
registration forms to and from the Department of Revenue will be
born by the Division of Elections, not the Department of Revenue.
The Division of Elections will enter into a $16,000 Reimbursable

Services Agreement with the Department of Revenue to provide
funding for two pages to be inserted in the dividend booklet.

Contractual Services

Post Office Distribution 285,000
Out of State, Community and Dividend
Information Office Distribution 45,000
Total Booklets 330r 000
2 additional pages $16.0
Additional postage -0 -
Total Contractual Services. $16.0
Because of the wuniqueness of voter registrations, the Department
does not object to the enclosure of this form in the Permanent Fund
Dividend booklet. However, the Department would oppose the

enclosure of any other non-Permanent Fund Dividend related forms.

Page 2 of 2



A laska State Legislature

119 North Cushman, WO Room 125, State Capitol
l airbanks, Alaska 99701 Itmeau, Alaska 99801-1182
(907) 452-4882 (907) 465-3834
| ax: 452-3254 |l ax: 586-6246

Shirley Craft

Alaska State Senator

To: Representative Gene Kubina
Chair, House State Affairs Committee

From: Senator Shirley Craft
Date: March 4, 1992
Re: CS SB 362 (STA) (Title Am); an act requiring the

inclusion of voter registration forms with permanent fund
dividend applications; and providing an effective date.

| viould appreciate your committee's prompt hearing of SB 362.
Effectively, all this bill does is to stipulate that the Department
of Revenue viill enclose within the Permanent Fund Dividend
Applications a voter registration form.

The purpose of this Ilegislation is extremely simple. The number
of Alaskans registered to vote in the 1990 election was 300,569.
This number has dropped to 287,569 as of January 2, 1992. The
Permanent Fund Dividend Division received 359,450 adult
applications for a dividend by the end of 1991. With over a 71,000
person difference between those eligible to vote and those who are
currently registered, I think it is necessary that we take some
type of action. While it might be a concern with some members of
the House State Affairs Committee that the application be kept as
pure as possible, | believe that the state should be willing to go
to any length to place before the people a chance to register to
vote. Considering the requirements to receive a permanent fund
check are more stringent than those to register to vote, I think

it is only natural that voter registration forms be included within
the applications.

The b ill has a fiscal note of $16,000 from the Division of
Elections. These costs are associated with placing two voter

registration forms in the application pacxets sent to households.

Please do not hesitate in contacting Tom Brice of my staff at X3834
if you have any questions.

Thank you

SPONSOR STATEMENT
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OFFICE OF THE (;OVFlt.\OH division of elections

P.0. BOX AF

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0105
February 5, 1992 phone <07, jgsHgh
Senator Shirley Craft
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811
Dear Senator Craft:
The Division of Elections would like to express our support of
Senate Bill 362, "An act relating to permanent fund dividend

applications; and providing for an effective date."

The inclusion of a voter registration form in the Permanent Fund
Dividend application will provide Alaskans with an opportunity to
easily access the voter registration process. It will help those
wishing to register for the first time, those who have moved and
need to inform the Division of their change in address, and it
will remind all Alaskans of their commitment to vote.

We have worked with the Permanent Fund Division on various

projects and have formed a good working relationship. As
recently as early January we spoke with Tom Williams, Director of
the Permanent Fund Dividend Division and considered the
possibility of including a voter registration form with the 1992

Permanent Fund applications.

Unfortunately, due to fiscal constraints resulting from
Reapportionment costs for which we have not been reimbursed, we
can not implement a program of this nature before 1994. While we
are excited about this legislation and look forward to working

with the Permanent Fund Dividend Division, the only way we can
implement this program by January 1, 1993 is if there are funds
appropriated with the bill to account for the costs.

Senator Craft, the Division of Elections supports your efforts to
include voter registration forms in the Permanent Fund Dividend
Application. If you have further questions, or if | can be of
assistance in any way, please don't hesitate to call.

Sincerely,

Chariot E. Thickstun
Director

LETTERS OF SUPPORT
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February 5, 1992
Senator Shirley Craft
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811
Dear
I would like to express my support for SB 362, "An act relating
to permanent fund dividend applications; and providing for an
effective date."
I have always been a strong advocate for encouraging Alaskans to’
exercise their right to vote, and | regard this legislation as a
significant attempt at increasing voter registration and
awareness.
While | support your legislation, I have one concern. It is
extremely important to me that Alaskans do not have the
impression that receipt of the Permanent Fund Dividend is
contingent on one's voter registration. It is my belief that
registering to vote is a right and a privilege. I know that is
not your intent Senator, but 1 feel | should let you know my
position. I am sure the necessary steps can be taken to prevent
any misunderstandings on the part of Dividend application
recipients.
Additionally, I would suggest that the Legislature appropriate
the necessary funds to make this project a reality for the
January 1, 1993 effective date. In the years that follow the
Division of Elections will be able to budget for this project,
but in order to mee'; »his effective date they will have to rely
on a legislative appropriation. I wholeheartedly endorse the
investment in increasing access to voter registration, and
encourage the Legislature to fund this project.
Senator Craft, I hope that your colleagues in the Legislature
will join me in enthusiastically supporting this endeavor.

Sincerely,



D em o cratic P arty A la s k a

February 6, 1992

Sen. Shirley Craft
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Sen. Craft

I am vi/riting on behalf of the Alaska Democratic Party to express
our support for SB 362 on adding a voter registration form to the

permanent fund dividend application. »

The Democratic Party has always supported and encouraged any means

by which voter participation is increased. The ease with which the
public is able to register to vote will increase voter turnout and
when people vote they are more interested in what is going on in
government. Public participation at all levels of government s

what makes a democracy work.

Sen. Craft, please let us know if there is anything further that

we can do to promote this legislation.

Sincerely,

Rhonda Roberts
State Chair

(907) 258-3050
P.O. Box 10-4199 « 1443 West Northern Lights, Suite J « Anchorage, Alaska 99510



H ouse State Affairs Committee

SUBJECT OF MEETING:

Representative Gene Kubina, Chair

IIJR 13-Relattng to Run-Off Elect.: Gov & Lt.Gov
m 447-1ielating to Req. PFI) for Child under 13
SB 199-Relating to Notice of Proposed Rcgula“®s
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SB 362-Relating to Voter Registration with
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