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SUMMARY

S B  3 4  a m e n d s  the Longev ity  B o n u s  s t a tu te s  gove rn in g  length of a b s e n c e  

from the s t a t e  by in c r e a s in g  from 9 0  to 1 3 5  d a y s  the length  of time a  

b o n u s  rec ip ien t c an  be  go n e  before  h av in g  to go through the one y e a r  

r e q u a l i f ic a t io n  p r o c e s s .

To c larify the  cu rren t statutory am bigu ity  rega rd ing  cum u la t ive  a b s e n c e s ,  

a  new  p ro v is io n  i s  a d d ed  tha t  s p e c i f i e s  th a t a  p e r so n  w ho  h a s  not 

qualif ied  to re ce iv e  a t le a s t  8  b o n u se s  during the la s t  12  m on th s will h a v e  

to requalify  for the program .

In public h e a r in g s  he ld  by the D iv is ion of P io n ee r  B en e f i t s  th is  p a s t  fa ll, 

s e n io r s  r e p e a te d ly  s ta te d  that they felt undu ly  re str ic ted  in the ir  t rave l 

by the cu rren t sta tu to ry  9 0 - d a y  limitation on a b s e n c e s .  T h is  re str ic t ion  

a p p e a r s  s e v e r e  in light of the  fact tha t  m any  s e n io r s  m u st  s a v e  for 

s e v e ra l  y e a r s  before be ing ab le  to afford a  trip O utside .

By a l low ing  s e n io r s  to be gon e  an add it iona l 4 5  d a y s  (during w h ich  time 

they do not re ce iv e  a  b o n u s ) ,  S B  3 4  a p p e a r s  to more c lo se ly  m ee t the 

in tent of th e  o r ig in a l  le g i s la t io n  and  to r e p re se n t  a  w in/w in s i tu a t io n .  

Not only w ou ld  s e n io r s  b e  afforded g re a te r  trave l opportun it ie s , but the  

overa ll c o s t  of the  longev ity  bonu s  p rogram  would not be in c r e a s e d .  In 

addition, th i s  p ropo sa l may en co u ra g e  ind iv idua ls  to be more a c cu ra te  in 

their reporting of out of s t a te  a b s e n c e s .
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P a t  - R ega rd in g  S B  3 4  (Longevity  B onu s  a b se n c e s )  th e se  a re  som e 

q u e s t io n s  wh ich  haven 't but may come up.

1 )  W hat i s  the d ifference b e tw een  S ec t io n s  1 and  2  -

Section  1 re la te s  to a continuous ab sen ce ;  i .e ., a  p e rson  can  be  gone 

for 1 3 5  d a y s  stra igh t before  hav ing  to return to the s ta te  to retain 

b o n u s  e l ig ib i l i ty .

Sec t ion  2  re la te s  to cum ulative a b s e n c e s ;  i .e . ,  rep ea ted  tr ip s out 

of s ta te .  To retain e lig ib ility , a  sen io r  m ust qua lify  to rece ive  at 

le a s t  8  b o n u se s  during the p rev iou s 12-m onth  period (not c a le n d a r  

y e a r ) .

2 )  Isn 't there  a  contradiction in a llow ing a  pe rson  to be  gone  for 1 3 5  

d ay s ,  an d  then specify ing they can  only m is s  4  bonu s  paym en ts  

(which r ep re sen t s  1 2 0  d a y s ) ?  No, a  person who i s  g o n e  for 1 3 5  d a y s  

m i s s e s  4  b onu s  paym en ts . The additional 1 5  d a y s  rep re sen t the time 

a  p e rson  can  be gone during a  month without hav ing  to report under 

the new  re g s .

3 )  D o e s  a  person  have  to report an  a b se n c e  of l e s s  than 3 0  d ay s?

Linder cu rren t statute  - No

Linder the n ew  re g s  - Y e s ,  you have  to indicate on your check  stub  

that you w e re  not gone from the sta te  for more than  1 5  d a y s  during 
the p rev iou s  month.

(The  Departm ent then co m p a re s  check  s tu b s  from month to month to 

d e te rm ine  if a  pe rson  fo r fe it s  a  bonu s; i .e . ,  if you ind icate  on the 

c h e ck  s tub  you rece ive  in Feb ruary  that you w e re  go n e  the la s t  15  

d a y s  in J an u a ry  and  on your March check  s tu b  you ind icate that you 

w e re  g o n e  the f ir st  1 5  d a y s  in F eb ru a ry ,  you  w ill fo rfe it  one 

c h e c k  S o u n d s  a  little c o n fu s in g  it is!)

U nder cu r ren t  s t a t u t e s  (a n d  the  n ew  r e g u la t io n s )  a  p e r so n  w ill be 

d isq u a l i f ie d  from the program  for one y e a r  if th ey  e x c e e d  the 9 0 -d a y  
continuous absence lim itation. However, the new regs count any 
absence s e p a r^ d  by less than 10 days in state as a continuous 
absence. (U nder the old r e g s  d isqua lif ica t ion  re su lted  from any a b s e n c e  

w he th e r  co n t in uo u s  or cum u la t ive  that e x ce ed ed  9 0  d a y s  during a  g iven  

3 6 5  d ay  per iod .) (N ote: L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  q u e s t io n s  th e  D ep a r tm en t 's  

s ta tu to ry  authority  to adopt a  regu la t ion  that co un ts  a b s e n c e s  s e p a r a t e d  
by l e s s  than 1 0  d a y s  in state a s  a  continuous a b se n c e . )



M axim um  num ber  of d a y s  a  p e r so n  can  be out of s t a t e  dur ing  a  y e a r  

without losing a bonus:

Under current sta tu te  - 3 4 8  d a y s

T h is  h a s  h appened  (The  retired a ir line pilot who f lew  up from 

Sea t t le  once a  month to p ick up h is  bonus, s ta y ed  overn ight, 

then  went b ack  to Sea tt le . He w a s  not b reak ing  the law. He 

did not have  to report h is  a b s e n c e  s in ce  the a b s e n c e  out of 

s t a te  didn't e x ceed  3 0  d a y s .

New R e g s  - 1 8 0  d a y s  (2  w e e k s  e ach  month)

Under new  re g s ,  p e rson  h a s  to report on ch eck  stub  if out of 

s ta te  for more than 1 5  d a y s  in p rev iou s month.

S B  3 4  - 1 8 0  d a y s  (2  w e e k s  e a ch  month)

M ax im um  num ber  of d a y s  a  p e r so n  can  be  out of s t a t e  during a  y e a r  

without being disqualified - not necessarily collecting a bonus:

Under current sta tu te  - 3 4 8  d a y s  ( s e e  above )

New r e g s  - 3 3 5  d ay s

Gone 9 0  d ay s ,  back  10 ; gone  9 0 ,  b ack  10; etc.

S B  3 4  - 1 3 5  to 1 8 0  d ay s

You can m is s  no more than 4  b o n u se s .

Taken a s  a  continua l a b se n c e  this would equa l 1 3 5  d a y s .

Taken a s  4  one-m onth  a b s e n c e s  it could equa l 1 8 0  d a y s .  

3 0  d ay s  for the month gone 

15  d a y s  you can  be gone  without reporting 

A total of 4 5  d a y s  for one  a b se n c e  = one lost b o n u s




