


F a i r b a n k s  D a ily  N e w s-M ln e r, F a l

Legislators 
have words 
for troops

A la sk a  le g is la to rs  in tro d u c ed  
p r o -w a r  a n d  a n t i - w a r  r e s o lu ­
tions on th e  P e r s ia n  G ulf con flic t 
a s  so o n  a s  th e  se ss io n  o p ened  
la s t  m o n th , a n d  q u ick ly  c o m ­
b ined  th e m  in to  one sw eep in g , 
la rg e ly  ino ffen siv e  s ta te m e n t of 
A la s k a n s’ fee lin g s.

T h e  f i r s t ,  H JR  8, w a s  in tro ­
d u ced  J a n .  22, on d ay  tw o of th e  
se ss io n  a n d  d a y  se v en  of th e  P e r ­
sia n  G ulf w a r . I ts  p r im e  sp o n so r 
w as c o n se rv a tiv e  R ep . R a m o n a  
B a rn e s , R  A n c h o ra g e , w ith  18 
R e p u b lica n  an d  D e m o c ra tic  c o ­
spo n so rs .

F r e d
P r a t t

R e p re se n tin g  the In te r io r  
among the supporters were Rep. 1
B ert Sharp, R-Fairbanks, Rep. 
G e o r g ia n n a  L in c o ln ,  R - 
Ram part, and Rep. Mike Miller, I . 
R-North Pole.
. Other prominent co-sponsors 

are  House Speaker Ben Grus- 
sendorf, D -Sitka, and House 
M ajority L eader Max Gruen- 
berg, D-Anchorage.

HJR 8 states;; ” . . .  the Alas­
ka S tate Legislature solemnly j 
supports the president of the Un- ; 
ited States, other leaders of the 
allied forces, m em bers of the 
Congress, United Nations offi­
cials, and m ilitary personnel in­
volved in O p era tion  D ese rt 
Storm as they take the actions 
considered  n e cessa ry  to re ­
spond to the ruthlessness of Sad­
dam H ussein . . . "

The reso lu tion  adds: "T he 
m em bers of the Alaska State 
Legislature express their heart­
felt concern for the safety of all

th e  m en  an d  w om en s e rv in g  In 
th e  a llie d  fo rces in th e  P e r s ia n  
G u lf an d  hope fo r  th e  sp e e d y  r e ­
tu rn  o f th o se  m en  an d  w om en  to 
th e ir  loved  ones a t  h o m e .”

A r a th e r  d iffe ren t se n tim e n t 
w a s  ta k e n  by H JR  12, in tro d u c ed  
b y  th r e e  lib e ra l H ouse D e m o ­
c r a t s  tw o d a y s  In ter.

H J R  12 s im p ly  c o m m e n d s  
A la s k a n s  se rv in g  in  th e  u rm e d  
fo rc e s  in th e  P e r s ia n  G ulf an d  
u r g e s  th e  p r e s id e n t  a n d  C on­
g re s s  " to  se ek  a  p eace fu l re so lu ­
tion  of th e  con flic t nnd  to end  th e  
w a r  a s  soon  a s  p o ss ib le ."

H J R  12 w a s  in t ro d u c e d  by  
R ep . K ay  B row n, D -A nchorage , 
an d  co  sp o n so red  by R ep . N iilo  
K oponcn, D -F a irb a n k s , an d  th e  
s a m e  M a jo r i ty  L e a d e r  M a x  
G r u c n b e r g ,  w ho  b a c k e d  th e  
v e ry  d if fe re n t H JR  8.

W hile  H JR  8 d e v o te s  h a lf  a  
p a g e  to  a  l is t of I r a q ’s  o ffen ses 
a g a in s t  K uw ait and  th e  w orld , 
H JR  12 m en tio n s only  th a t  P r e i  !• 
d e n t B ush  had  c a lled  on Ala-, 
k a n s  " to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  w a r  
e ffo r t  in  th e  P e rs ia n  G u lf”  an d  
ad d ed  th a t  th e  n u m b e r  is likely  
to in c re a se .

T h e  f in d in g s  in H JR  8 h a v e  
p h ra se s  like " b ru ta l  a c tio n s  in 
K u w a it"  an d  " re ig n  o f t e r r o r ,"  
an d  m en tio n s  I r a q ’s a t ta c k s  on 
Is ra e l .  H JR  l2 d o c sn ’t ev en  m e n ­
tion  I ra q , C ongress o r  th e  U n ited  
N a tio n s  sa n c tio n  of th e  m ili ta ry  
e ffo r t, m ak in g  th e  w hole th in g  
look lik e  G eorge B u sh 's  in itia ­
tiv e .

And w hile  its  m a in  th ru s t  is 
su p p o s e d ly  to h onor A la sk a n s  
se rv in g  in the  gulf, th e  sp o n so rs  
d id n ’t ev en  se e  fit to  in c lu d e  th e  
fig h tin g  fo rce s  th e re  in th e  lis t of 
w ho w ould be  se n t H JR  12. I t  is  
a d d re s s e d  on ly  to  W ash in g to n  
D.C. po litic ian s.

B o th  reso lu tio n s w e re  b ro u g h t 
u p  by  th e  H ouse S ta te  A ffa irs  
C o m m ittee  F eb . 1, a lth o u g h  th e  
co m m itte e  chose no t to  a i r  th is  
v e ry  c u r re n t  pub lic  issu e  on th e  
L e g i s l a t u r e 's  t e le c o n f e r e n c e  
n e tw o rk .

B y  th a t  tim e  it h ad  a lso  p icked  
u p  s ix  m o re  co-sponsors , tw o R e ­
p u b lic a n s  an d  fo u r D e m o c ra ts , 
in c lu d in g  R ep . T om  M oyer, D- 
F a irb a n k s .

T h e  re su lt  of th e  m e e tin g  w as 
a  s u b s ti tu te  reso lu tio n  b y  th a t  
c o m m i t t e e ;  i t  p a s s e d  in  th e  
H ouse M onday by  a  vo te  o f 38-0.

T h e  c o m m itte e  su b s t i tu te  Is 
b a s ic a lly  H JR  8 w ith  tw o  a d d i­
tio n s fro m  H JR  12: th e o b c e rv a -  
tio n  th a t  A lask an s a re  s e rv in g  in 
th e  P e r s ia n  G ulf an d  c o m m e n d ­
in g  th e i r  b r a v e ry  a n d  d e d ic a ­
tion .
• H JR  12 p rov ision  th a t  u rg e s  a  
q u ic k ,  p e a c e fu l  r e s o lu t io n  is  

(See PRATT, Page B-6)
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Alaska State Legislature
p . e  Bo\ v  

S tate Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

J a n u a r y  24, 1990

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: T e r r y  L auterba ch
LAA Legal

FROM: R e p r e s e n a t i v e  Gene

RE: D r a f t  CS for H J R  8 [LS0458/A]

Please p r e p a r e  a CS for H J R  8, State Affairs. A t t a c h e d  is a draft 
for comp ro m i s e  language m e r g i n g  H J R  8 , s p o n s o r e d  b y  Rep. B a rn es and 
H J R  12 b y  Rep. Brown.

Y o u  m a y  contact M a r y  McBurney, staff for the H o u s e  st ate A f fairs 
Co m m i t t e e  at 4859 if y o u  have any questions. T h a n k  you.

Official Business



Persian G u lf  W ar R esolu tion: Draft Substitu te  1/24/91 9:30  a.m.

A RESOLUTION RELATING TO THE PERSIAN G U LF CO NFLICT 
AND ALASKANS SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE O F ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  Iraq 's  m ilitary  forces invaded  K uw ait  in A ugust 
1990, and , s ince  that tim e, have p lundered  the co u n try 's  a sse ts , 
rep laced  its g o v e rn m en ta l  leaders , and  c la im ed  to annex  its te rr ito ry  
as a p rov ince  o f  Iraq; and

W H E R E A S  Iraq 's  initial aggress ion  and its co n tinu ing  reign of 
te rro r  have  cau sed  a great num ber o f  c iv ilian  casua lt ie s  in K uw ait, 
in c lu d in g  ch ild ren  and  o th e r  in n o c en t  persons; and

W H E R E A S  coun tr ie s  th roughou t the w orld  have  a lm ost 
u n a n im o u s ly  c o n d e m n e d  the Iraqi a g g re ss io n  and , th ro u g h  the 
U n ited  N a tio n s ,  have  ad o p ted  re so lu tio n s  d em an d in g  the w ith d raw a l 
o f  Iraq  from  K uw ait;  and

W H E R E A S  there  have  been n u m ero u s  d ip lo m a tic  a t tem p ts  to 
re so lv e  the  P ers ian  G u lf  c ris is  by g o v e rn m en t leaders ,  p r iva te  
c i t iz en s  from  m any  co u n tr ie s  and the S ec re ta ry -G en e ra l  o f  the U nited  
N a tio n s ; and

W H E R E A S  the P residen t o f  Iraq, Saddam  H usse in , has 
u n ifo rm ly  re b u ffe d  d ip lo m a tic  o v e r tu re s  and c o n t in u e d  b ru ta l 
ac tions  in K uw ait;  and

W H E R E A S  the A llied Forces, under the ausp ices  o f  the United 
N ations, have  begun m ilitary  action  to  en fo rce  the  U nited  N ations; 
reso lu tions  re la ting  to the Persian  G u lf  crisis; and

W H E R E A S , in response  to the actions  of the  A llied Forces, Iraq 
has s tepped  up its agg ress ion  to inc lude  c iv ilian  targets  in Israel and 
appea rs  to be p rep a r in g  for a dev as ta t in g  ground  w ar in v o lv in g  well 
over one m illion  troops; and

W H E R E A S  President Bush has ca lled  on A laskans  serv ing  in the 
U nited  S ta tes  a rm ed  forces to p a r tic ipa te  in A m erica 's  w ar  e ffo r ts  in 
the Pers ian  Gulf; and

W H E R E A S  these  A laskans  are se rv ing  U nited  S ta tes  in terests  
w ith d ed ica tio n ,  h o n o r  and c o m m itm e n t;  arid

W H E R E A S  the num ber o f  A laskans called  on to serve  in the 
Persian  G u lf  is likely to increase;



B E IT R E S O L V E D  that the A laska  S ta te  L eg is la tu re  supports  the 
Pres iden t o f  the U nited  S ta tes , o the r leaders  o f  the  A llied  Forces , 
m em bers  o f  C ongress ,  U nited  N ations o ff ic ia ls ,  and  m ili ta ry  personnel 
invo lved  in O pera tion  D esert  S torm  as they take  the ac tions  
co n s id e red  n ecessa ry  to respond  to the  ru th le s sn e ss  o f  S addam  
Hussein; and be it

FU R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the A laska  State Legisla ture  
co m m e n d s  the  b rave ry  and d ed ica tio n  o f  A la sk a 's  m il i ta ry  pe rso n n e l  
and all m en and w om en w ho are s e rv in g ; in  the Persian  G ulf; and be 
i t  ' - f t w  /]//<<.’ c f  F l r t

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that m em bers  o f  the A laska  State  
L eg is la tu re  exp ress  the ir  hear tfe lt  concern  fo r  the  sa fe ty  o f  the 
A llied F orces  as well as the people  o f  the Pers ian  G u lf  reg ion  and 
th e re fo re  u rge  P res id en t  B ush , the U nited  S ta tes  C o n g re ss  and  the 
U nited  N ations  to use w h a tev e r  m eans are n ece ssa ry  to b ring  the 
co n fl ic t  to an end as soon as possib le  and secu re  a ju s t  and lasting  
peace  fo r  the reg ion; and be it

FU R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the Leg is la tive  A ffairs  A gency  is 
d irec ted  to send  the fo llow ing  m essage  to all A laskans  serv ing  w ith  
U .S. m ilitary  forces in the Persian  G ulf:

The members o f  the Alaska Legislature want you to know that 
you are in our prayers. We commend your bravery and dedication.
We wish you a safe and speedy return home.

Copies o f  this reso lu tion  shall be sen t to: etc.



C h e c k  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o l u m n , Do Not No Rec Amend 
Pass__________

-TVinlfr .

Chairman’s Signature

jFOUSE C O M M ITTE E  REPORT

Date Referred: J a n u a r y  22, 1991 F U RTH ER REFERRALS:

Date of C o m m i t t e e  Action: / ' 3 0 " 9 /

The S TATE AFFAIRS C o m m i t t e e  considered: HJR 8

H O U S E  J O I N T  RES NO. 8 PERSIA N GULF CONF LICT

Re l a t i n g  to t he P e r s i a n  G u l f  conflict.

(7)

RECOMMENDATIONS: .  L  A \  [ ] the same itle
be replaced with £ 5  H 7 K  V  ( r ) T a . T e  / i i t a r r * ) ___________ | y f a  new title
[ ] have attached amendments(s)
M " d o  pass 
[ ] do not pass 
[ ] no recommendations 
[ ] individual recommendations
[ ] additional referral to t h e _______________________________________ Committee

ADOPTS: letter of Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s) 

[ ] fiscal impact

APPROVES PREVIOUS:

[ ] fiscal note(s)_______

(Dept/D»le)

[vTzcto fiscal n o t e / / / / ) & ' < /  K '/z s 'a tfS  //■ fiH itr s  [ ] zero fiscal note(s)______________

SIGNING DO PASS: SIGNING OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:



House Stale Affairs Committee

NAME REPRESENTING BUSINESS/PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS ZIP (H) PHONE m  PHONE
DO YOU WANT 
TO  TESTIFY?

WHAT SUBJECT/ 
WHICH BILL?

PftniSc- &ACV:, ©/• 4i- ( X ' N
-7T.J y a // //• / ̂

3  -* I / . S e l f p o  Sic * -2 a ̂ , A 3  ^  M ct riko C'isC-i'COL s=*_ <£> N h T  /i fj /j i_

j)rXy, >10 J 1- it ■ ''<JL — Jt#1?# J L'K.r. .J<.' <ie/<,62 >/- 2<r̂ 6 I /# C P N //J/' c / .^
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J a n u a r y  27, 1 9 9 1

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  8

T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  is o f f e r e d  as a s t a t e m e n t  o f  s u p p o r t ,  n o t  o n l y  f o r  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  o t h e r  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  A l l i e d  
F o r c e s ,  b u t  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t l y  f o r  t h e  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
f o r c e s  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  P e r s i a n  G u l f .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  m o r a l e  
o f  o u r  t r o o p s  t h a t  t h e y  k n o w  t h e i r  f e l l o w  A m e r i c a n s  a p p r e c i a t e  
t h e i r  b r a v e r y  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a s p o k e s p e r s o n  f r o m  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
D e f e n s e ,  t h e r e  a r e  2 4 5 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n n e l  f r o m  t h e  A l l i e d  F o r c e s  p l u s  
4 7 5 , 0 0 0  A m e r i c a n  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  P e r s i a n  G u l f  a s  
o f  J a n u a r y  2 5 t h .  A c c u r a t e  f i g u r e s  a r e  n o t  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  A l a s k a n s  c u r r e n t l y  o n  d u t y  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  
G u l f .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t o  d a t e ,  A l a s k a  h a s  b e e n  m o s t  f o r t u n a t e  i n  

h a v i n g  m o s t  o f  h e r  s o n s  a n d  d a u g h t e r s  l e f t  a t  h o m e .  T h e r e  ar e ,  
h o w e v e r ,  7 A l a s k a n  N a v a l  r e s e r v i s t s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  a c t i v a t e d  f o r  
s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  P e r s i a n  G u l f .  I h a v e  b e e n  t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  A r m y  
m e d i c a l  c o r p s  r e s e r v i s t s  f r o m  A l a s k a  w h o  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  a c t i v a t e d  
b u t  I c a n n o t  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h a t  a t  t h i s  t i m e .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  A l a s k a  is h o m e  t o  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  a c t i v e  d u t y  
m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  w h o  h a v e  m a d e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
t o  m a k e  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  o u r  s t a t e .  T h e s e  a c t i v e  d u t y  
p e r s o n n e l  a r e  a l l  s u b j e c t  t o  d u t y  i n  t h e  P e r s i a n  G u l f .  I t  is 
i m p o r t a n t  t o  i n d i c a t e  t o  t h o s e  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  s e r v i n g  i n  o p e r a t i o n  
" D e s e r t  S t o r m "  a n d  a l l  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  t h a t  A l a s k a  s u p p o r t s  
t h e i r  e f f o r t s .

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  a l l  A l a s k a n s  w e r e  p r a y i n g  f o r  a p e a c e f u l  r e s o l u t i o n  
t o  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  c r i s i s .  H o w e v e r ,  e x h a u s t i n g  d i p l o m a t i c  e f f o r t s  
f a i l e d  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  i s s u e .  T o  d e b a t e  w h e t h e r  w e  s h o u l d  h a v e  
l a u n c h e d  t h e  a t t a c k  w h e n  w e  d i d  w o u l d  s e r v e  n o  p u r p o s e  a t  t h i s  
t i m e .  T h e  f a c t  is t h a t  w e  a r e  a t  w a r  w i t h  I r a q .  W a r  is n e v e r  e a s y  

a n d  m a n y  p e r s o n a l  s a c r i f i c e s  w i l l  b e  m a d e .  L e t  us, m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  m a k e  A l a s k a  a f o r e r u n n e r  i n  p u b l i c l y  

a c k n o w l e d g i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  o f  o u r  m i l i t a r y  
s e r v i c e s  w h o  w i l l  b e  m a k i n g  t h o s e  s a c r i f i c e s .
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Presentation to the Alaska Legislature, 1-14-90

I am here to speak about HJR 8 Relating to the Persian G ulf Conflict (1-28-

91).

I believe there arc serious problems with the resolution as it is currently  

written. The problems arc not with the "Whereas Statements", which detail the 

heinous actions of the Iraqi military against K uwaiti, Saudi, and Israeli people: the 

unprovoked aggicssion, the brutal killing of men, women, and children, the 

p lundering of a neighbor’s assets, the threatening, recalcitrant response of Saddam 

Hussein to world authority . These brutal events arc correctly named in the 

resolution. The problem is the conclusion that follows, that therefore, the state 

legislature "solemnly supports" those involved in "Desert Storm", "as they take 

actions considered necessary to respond to the I raq ’s ruthlessncss."

What might those actions be? Any actions? Any actions whether they are 

morally right or wrong? Any actions, as long as they are considered "necessary" to 

"respond to ruthlessness?" Considered necessary by whom? The President? Allied 

Force leaders? U nnam ed "U.N. officials?"

I believe there are serious ethical problems with this resolution. Such 

unnam ed and undefined  support constitutes an ethical blank check, endorsed by 

the legislature, fos any action, moral or otherwise, by our national leaders, by 

other national leaders, or by men and women in the military operation.

T hink  about what this means in reality. Once large-scale war starts, it 

predictably  escalates. There arc many actions that all know arc bound to occur 

during  Desert Storm in response to Iraq’s ruthlessncss: the aerial bombing of men

1



and women, including women, children, and other non-combatants; the destruction 

or Iraqi and K uw aiti cities, including homes, mosques, cultural sites, and economic 

in fras truc ture ; the severing of food and water lines, leading to famine, starvation, 

disease, and death; the displacement of vast numbers of refugees; the permanent 

d is truction of families, the inconsolable mourning for lost sons and daughters, the 

long-term impoverishment of ethnic groups, and on and on. This is the nature of 

war. I submit to you, that such conduct in response to Iraq’s ruthlessncss is 

con trary  to the religious values of many Catholic and Protestant churches in our 

communities. This is why I cannot support this resolution.

As you know, there is a range of ethical value systems in our communities. 

One of these value systems is that of Nationalism or Patriotism: that in times of 

war, it is right and good to stand behind, support, and follow the na tion’s leaders, 

and tha t m ilitary  action is an honorable service. Currently , the resolution is 

w ritten  from this value system: to support ("to give approval to or be in favor of"), 

our leaders and military. From the values of Nationalism or Patriotism, these are 

appropria te  ethical value statements.

However, there are other value systems deeply held by many Alaska 

residents. The one I grew up wi*h and teach to my children, and to o ther’s 

ch ildren  in Church school on Sunday mornings, derives from  my Protestant church 

upbringing. In this value system, as a matter of conscience, each person must 

decide for themselves whether it is right or wrong to partic ipa te  in the destructive 

actions of war. In making these personal decisions, the church tells us not to 

autom atically  follow the ways of the world in dealing with conflict, but to follow 

the ways of sp ir itua l truth. We arc taught that it is never God’s will to kill one’s
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neighbor or one’.': enemies. War is never part of God’s plan. We arc taught to love 

our enemy, to combat evil with good deeds, and to be willing to su ffe r  persecution 

in our obedience to God’s will. Under this value system, the destruction of lives 

by the military during war is a thing of great sadness and anguish. U nder this 

value system, we feel deep concern and pray for the physical and spiritual safety 

of men and women caught in war. Under this value system, we feel repentance 

because killing our neighbor in war is a sin that separates us from the plan of God.

In our communities., there arc at least these two l'a lue systems, and 

undoubtedly more. Because of this, I believe resolutions from the Alaska 

legislature which make ethical statements must be very carefu lly  worded, so as not 

to denigrate the deeply held value systems of the good people in our communities 

who follow their conscience in faith . In particular, resolutions should contain 

factual statements and ethical statements that, at the very least, do not denigrate 

the values of God as the churches hold them. Either that, or there should be no 

resolution at all.

As for the final resolution, expressing "heartfelt concern for the safety of

all the men and women serving in the Allied Forces in the Persian Guld", let us

add a concern for the safety of all men and women in the M iddle East, as this

terrible war engulfs them. May we pledge ourselves to play an active, life-giving

role in bringing about a peaceful solution, in the hopes of making "necessary"

m ilitary responses unnecessary.

T hank  you for your consideration of this matter.

Robert J. Wolfe 1760 Evergreen Juneau, AK 99801 
586-2864 (h)465-4147 (w)
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J a n u a r y  2 9 ,  1 9 9 1

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e n e  K u b i n a ,  c h a i r  

H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  G e n e ,

I a m  w r i t i n g  in r e g a r d  to t h e  t w o  P e r s i a n  G u l f  w a r  r e s o l u t i o n s :  

H J R ' s  8 a n d  12. W h i l e  K a y  B r o w n ' s  H J R  12 is t h e  m o r e - b a l a n c e d  

s t a t e m e n t ;  n e i t h e r  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e s o l u t i o n s  n o r  t h e  1 - 2 8  D r a f t  

C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  H J R  8 a d e q u a t e l y  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  d e e p l y -  

f e l t  l o n g i n g  f o r  p e a c e  t h a t  A l a s k a n s ,  e v e n  t h o s e  w h o  c u r r e n t l y  

s u p p o r t  t h e  w a r ,  h a v e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  e x p r e s s e d .

T h e  J u n e a u  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  P e a c e  in t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t ,  in a c u r r e n t  

l e t t e r  to t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  c a l l s  f o r  

f o u r  k e y  a c t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  in k e e p i n g  w i t h  o u r  b r o a d l y - s h a r e d  

s o c i a l  v a l u e s  a n d  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t  p o s i t i v e  s t e p s  t o w a r d  a 

p e r m a n e n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t .  T h e s e  a r e :

"1. ) a c e a s e - f i r e ,  n e g o t i a t e d  a n d  s u p e r v i s e d  b y  t h e  

U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ;

2.) s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  m i l i t a r y  m e n  a n d  w o m e n ,  b y  n o n -  

v i o l e n t l y  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  

t h e m  t o  r e t u r n  h o m e  s a f e l y ,  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e ;

3.) a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e  o n  p e a c e  

a n d  j u s t i c e  in t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t ;  a n d

4.) t h e  r e - a l l o c a t i o n  o f  w o r l d  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  h u m a n  a n d  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  n e e d s ,  n o t  f o r  w a r . "

O n l y  p o i n t  2 .)  is a d d r e s s e d  in t h e  d r a f t  C S .  1 s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  

o t h e r  p o i n t s  b e  a d d e d  t o  a n y  r e s o l u t i o n  p a s s e d ,  in s i m i l a r  f o r m  

t o  t h i s :

( I n  t h e  d r a f t  C S ,  t h e s e  w o u l d  f o l l o w  t h e  " f u r t h e r  r e s o l v e d "  

e x p r e s s i n g  c o n c e r n  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  t r o o p s  a n d  r e q u e s t i n g  

s t e p s  to p e a c e . )

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  u r g e s  P r e s i d e n t  

B u s h ,  t h e  C o n g r e s s ,  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  to a c t i v e l y  

a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  w o r k  t o w a r d  a  c e a s e - f i r e ,  n e g o t i a t e d  

a n d  s u p e r v i s e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  a n d  a  U n i t e d  

N a t i o n s - s p o n s o r e d  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

c o n f e r e n c e  o n  p e a c e  a n d  j u s t i c e  in t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  a s  

k e y  s t e p s  t o  e n d  t h e  w a r ;  a n d  b e  it



F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  u r g e s  P r e s i d e n t  

B u s h ,  t h e  C o n g r e s s ,  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  t o  a c t i v e l y  

w o r k  t o w a r d  t h e  r e - a l l o c a t i o n  o f  w o r l d  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  

h u m a n  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  n e e d s ,  n o t  f o r  w a r ;  a n d  b e  it

T h e  d r a f t  C S  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  a  n u m b e r  o f  d e e p l y  t r o u b l i n g ,  h i g h l y  

p o l a r i z i n g  s t a t e m e n t s  w h i c h  r e f l e c t  t h e  c o m m o n  b u t  r e g r e t t a b l e  

w a r t i m e  t e n d e n c y  t o  d e p e r s o n a l i z e  t h e  e n e m y .  T h e s e  d i s t o r t e d  

s t a t e m e n t s  d o  n o t  f a i r l y  r e p r e s e n t  A l a s k a n  s e n t i m e n t ,  a n d  

c o n t r i b u t e  n o t h i n g  t o  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  R e s o l u t i o n  o r  to t h e  g o a l  

o f  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  p e a c e .  S o m e ,  in p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  

w e  h a v e  p u r s u e d  a l l  d i p l o m a t i c  m e a n s  w h i l e  t h e  I r a q u i s  h a v e  

r e b u f f e d  a ll o v e r t u r e s ,  a r e  s o  b l a t a n t l y  u n t r u e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  

h i g h l y  o f f e n s i v e  t o  m a n y  o f  u s .  I s s u e s  a s  c o m p l e x  a s  w a r  d o  n o t  

l e n d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h i s  k i n d  o f  s i m p l i s t i c  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s n e s s .  1 

s u g g e s t  t h a t  s u c h  s t a t e m e n t s  e i t h e r  b e  d r o p p e d  e n t i r e l y  o r  

e x t e n s i v e l y  r e w o r k e d  t o  r e f l e c t  a r e a s o n e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  I 

w o u l d  b e  h a p p y  to w o r k  w i t h  y o u r  s t a f f  o n  s u c h  c h a n g e s .

t h a n k  y o u

B i l l  G l u d e  

P Q  B o x  2.2316 

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 2  
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T h n n k  you. Mr. C h a i r m a n  an d  H o n o r a b l e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of this c ommi t t ee .  I ora h e r e  to 

t e s t i f y  iri o p p o s i t i o n  to HJRO, i nt r o d u c e d  b y  Rep. Barnes, n n d  in f avor of HJR12, b y  Rep. 

B r o w n .

D e s p i t e  Pros. Bu s h ' s  d e c l a r a t i o n  that the G u l f  War is a " n o b l e  cause , "  A m e r i c a n s  

r e m a i n  d e e p l y  d i v i d e d  o v e r  the p r o p r i e t y  of this engagement. W h e n  the S e n a t e  gav e  Mr. Bush 

the p o w e r  to a t t a c k  Iraq w i t h o u t  furt h e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  they d i d  s o  by the e x t r e m e l y  n a r r o w  

m a r g i n  of 52 a y e s  to 17 nays, r e f l e c t i n g  the d i v i s i o n  of  t h e i r  c o n s ti t u e n t s .  In e ar l y  

J a n u ar y ,  c o l u m n i s t  M ike R o y k o  r e p o r t e d  that h i s  mail was r u n n i n g  a b o u t  n i n e  to one agai n s t  

l a u n c h i n g  n war. e v e n  a f t e r  m o n t h s  of inc e s s a n t  p r o - w a r p r o p a g a n d a  f rom m o s t  of the m a j or  

m e d i a  o u t l e t s  Indeed, seve ra l  m e m b e r s  of con g re s s ,  in the c o u r s e  o f  the de b a t e  o n  the 

r e s o l u t i o n  to a u t h o r i z e  force, st a t e d  that they w e r e  v o t i n g  in fa v o r  p r i m a r i l y  to c o n v i n c e  

S a d d a m  H u s s e i n  that the P.S. w a s  serious, in the hope that a w a r  w o u l d  then turn out not 

to be necessary.

Ve t  o n l y  on e  d a y  a f t e r  the a r t i f i c i a l l y  c o n c o c t e d  d e a d l i n e  of Jan. 15, less than a 

w e e k  a f t e r  the C o n g r e s s i o n a l  debate, a n d  a m e r e  five m o n t h s  a f t e r  the i m p o s i t i o n  of 

s a n c t io n s .  Mr. B u s h  l au nched his m i d n i g h t  air raids, a n d  the d e f e n s i v e  S h i e l d  was t r a n s­

for m e d  into an o f f e n s i v e  Sword. W h y  this rus h  to war? A f t e r  all. C I A  D i r e c t o r  W i l l i a m  

W e b s t e r  t e s t i f i e d  to C o n g r e s s  in D e c e m b e r  that the s a n c t i o n s  h a d  b e e n  u p  to that time 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  97 p e r c e n t  effective. A n d  s a n c t i o n s  do take time. D u r i n g  the twentieth 

c e n t u r y ,  s a n c t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  imposed o n  r e c a l c i t r a n t  st a t e s  b y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  a total of 

o v e r  i h u n d r e d  times. T h e  a v e r a g e  le n g t h  of lime for the s a n c t i o n s  to h a v e  the d e s i r e d  

e f f e c t  in these c a se s  w a s  b e t w e e n  on e  a n d  two years. Are Iraqi c i v i l i a n s  dying, a n d  our 

s o l d i e r s  r i s k i n g  death, b e c a u s e  o n  impatient G e o r g e  B u s h  "had it" w i t h  S a d d a m  H u s s e i n ?

T h e r e  a r e  ple n t i f ul  i n d i c a t i o n s  of the a r t i f i c i a l i t y  of the Jan. 15t h  deadline. It was 

a g r e e d  to by the U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  Securi ty Council, o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  to w h i c h  the U.S. p aid 

->nly scant, a n d  c o n t e m p t u o u s  a t t e n t i o n  in the past, a f t e r a g r e a t  dea l  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

a r m - t w i s t i n g ,  throats a n d bribery, as  a c o m p r o m i s e  to the e a r l i e r  U.S. d e m a n d  for a  Ne w  

W e a r ‘s d e a d l i n n .

N o r  d i d  Iraq refuse all of f e r s  of n e g o t i a ti o n s .  B e g i n n i n g  e a r l y  in August, w i t h i n  two 

w e e k s  >'f the invasion. Iraq floated the first of u  s er i e s  of p e a c e  f e el e r s  to the West. 

T h i s  wa s  not tho a t t e m p t e d  "li n k a g e " that p r o p o s e d  that Israel, S y r i a  a n d  T u r k e y  be hel d  

to the same s t a n d a r d s  of c o n d u ct  as Iraq, w h i c h  later r e c e i v e d  s u c h  a h o s t i l e  r e c e p t i o n  

as  t a n t a m o u n t  to " r e w a r d i n g  a g g r e s s i o n ," a m o t i v e  c o n s p i c u o u s l y  a b s e n t  of m e n t i o n  w h e n  

d i s c u s s i n g  the a forement i o n e d  c a s e s .

No. this first Iraqi proposal, p r e s e n t e d  Aug. 23 but u n r e p o r t e d  b y  o u r  faithful media, 

w a s  a n  >ffer to w i t h d r a w  from Ku w a i t  a n d  rele a s e  all h o s t a g e s  in r e t u r n  for g u a r a n t e e d  

oi , cs s  to tho G u l f  thro u g h  c e s s i o n  of two small u n i n h a b i t e d  islands, a n d  for full cont r o l  

•if the R u m a i l l a h  o i l field, the o r i g i n a l  s o u r c e  of the d i s p u t e  w i t h  Kuwait, w h i c h  lies in 

a n y  > a s e  95 percent u n d e r  Iraqi territory. A c c e s s  to the G u l f  h a s  b e e n  a n  Iraqi a m b i t i o n  

ex •••!* ;:nco the B r i t i s h  m a n d a t e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  d r e w  u p  the b o u n d a r i e s  o f  the P r o t e c t o r a t e  to

t ide such access.

T h e  a n s w e r  of the W h i t e  H o u s e  w a s  to r i d i c u l e  the o f f e r  w h e n  it w a s  mad e  p u b l i c  on 

Vug. 29: the media, w h e n  it b o t h e r e d  to report the i n itiative at all, f o l l o w e d  suit. Of 

•nurse, the Iraqi’, m a y  indeed h a v e  b e e n  [ laying games, a l t h o u g h  a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c i a l  

w h o  s p e c i a l i z e s  in M i d d l e  E a s t e r n  a f f a i r s  felt it was " s erious" a n d  "negotiable,' a c c o r d­

ing to the New Y o r k  .Vowsc/ay, but we'll n e v e r  know, as no r e s p o n s e  w a s  forthcoming. W i t h o u t  

d r a w i n g  further and p o s s i b l y  u n w a r r a n t e d  c onc l u si o n s ,  one c a n  at least sa y the failure of 

I;p l e m a c y  w a s  mutual.

STATEMENT CM GULF WAR RESOLUTION
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’’lie pro:, a n d  <.ons of di f f e r e n t  d a t e s  to s t a r t  tho w a r  was e v e n  the s u b j o c  : d e t a i l e d

ICC'vutts in Time n n d  Newsweek d u r i n g  the Fall. Wh y  tho u n s e e m l y  r u s h  to w a r 7 U n o  a n s w e r  

! •: o f f e r e d  in a n  i n t r i g u i n g  c o v e r  a r t i c l e  in this w e e k ' s  Nation on the e c o n o m i c  i nc e n t i v e s  
r >r (ho v/nr: not just the s w a l l o w i n g  >>f the p e a c e  d i vidend, or t.ho d i v e r s i o n  of a t t e n t i o n

from the S a v i n g s  n n d  L o a n  scandal, o r  the t e s t i n g  of n o w  weapons, o r  e v e n  c o n t r o l  of the

M i d d l e  E a s t e r n  spigot, t h o u g h  nil of these no d o u b t  h a v e  u part to plaj*; but the c o n t i n u e d  

riont ing of the* r e c e s s i o n - w r a c k e d ,  d e f i c i t - r i d d e n  U.S. e c o n o m y  through Saudi u n d  G ulf 

p e t r od o l l a r s :  the U . S  \rmy as M e r c e n a r i e s  for Hire. \re we i n d e e d  g o i n g  to Mr. B u s h ' s  

"ichlr war" for jobs, n s  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  ’Baker  s u g g e s t e d  in a m o m e n t  of c a n d o r  last 

r i* 1 ° Is p r o p p i n g  u p  the b u n k s  a n d  the e x c h a n g e  rate of the dollar, a n d  o b t a i n i n g  e c o n o m i c  

• a a g e  o ve r  o u r  post G o l d  W a r  r i v a l s  Japan a n d  the E u r o p e a n  E c o n o m i c  C o m m u n i t y , w o r t h  

Ihe 'i’.-es of o u r  b r o t h e r s  sisters, lovers a n d  f r i e n ds ?

B e f o r e  T g o  a n y  further. I'd like to m a k e  two things cleur. T h e  first ought to go 

without saving, but g i v e n  the r i g h t w i n g  p r o p e n s i t y  to equ a t e  di s s e n t  w i t h  treason an d  

u p r o r t  of the e n e m y - - t h e r e ' a t-shirt for s a l e  in the N u g g e t  Mal l  that reads " R e w a r d  the 

p.. *.,t.torr — S e n d  them to K u w a i t”—  I will s t a t e  it for the record. I d o  not, a n d  the pe a c e

• ■ ••i'i>*tit doe s  not, c o n s i d e r  'he s o l d i e r s  to be the v i l l a i n s  in this war. T h e y  ur e  v i c t i m s  

i‘ ' i the Kuwniti c i t i z e n s  nid the Iraqi c i v i l i a n s  and  troops. T h e  best support wo '.an

••.'ve th em  is to u r g e  rear-: ••fire a n d  peace: to b r i n g  them home alive, ra t h er  than in b o d y  

'age. o r  "h u m an  remains p o u c h e s . "  as the P e n t a g o n  p r e f e r s  to call them in its s a n i t i z e d  

»l t T nodi e s s  prose.

Tin* s e c o n d  point that n e e d s  to be s t r e s s e d  is that I, too, d e p l o r e  tho i n v a s i o n  an d

a n n e x a t i o n  "f Kuwait b y  Traq. But u n l i k e  o u r  s t a t e sm e n .  I a ls o  d e p l o r e  the i n v a s i o n  and

m n e v M l  i.tn <*r the n o r t h e r n  'bird of G y p r u s  b y  o u r  a l l y  Turkey, s u p p o r t e d  to the tune of 

c e00 m i l l i o n  n yea r  b y  o u r  country: the i n v a s i o n  a n d  a n n e x a t i o n  of East. J e r u s a l e m  a n d  the 

G o ’an Heights, arid the invasion a n d  o c c u p a t i o n  of s o u t h e r n  Lebanon, the G a z a  strip, a n d  

1 he West B ank b y  ou r c l o s e  all y  Israel, the s i n g l e  largest r e c i p i e n t  of I'.S. f o r e i g n  aid;

1 h" invasion a n d  a n n e x a t i o n  of the Sahel, or* S a h a r a  A r a b  D e m o c r a t i c  Republic, b y  the

* r'ip'e s t at e  of M o r o c c o  (as '.ninesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l  c a l l e d  it), n o w  a  v a u n te d  a l l y  ag a i n s t  

*•-><> 'u».y H i t l e r  of the M i d d l e  East: the i n v a s i o n  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n  of e a s t e r n  L e b a n o n  by

•••ia. now a " re f o r m e d "  ‘err o r  s t a t e  thanks to its rol e  as  a c o - b e l l i g e r e n t  a g a i n s t  its 

• i <>ne>ny Iran ori w h o m  it h a s  territ o r i a l d e s i g n s  of its own: the i n va s i o n  a n d

a n n e x a t i o n  of East Timor, a n d  the g e n o c i d a l  b u t c h e r y  of o ne  third of its p o p u l ation, b y  

‘he -egime w e  h e l p e d  b r i n g  to p o w e r  in I n d o n e s i a  at the cost of u p  to o n e  a n d  a hal f

m i l l i o n  lives: a n d  last but not least, o u r  o w n  i n v a s i o n  of G r e n a d a ,  terror b o m b i n g  of

*r :’i r.'ol i . nn d  t a k e o v e r  of P a n a m a  d u r i n g  the e r a  of " A m e r i c a — s t a n d i n g  tall." F o r  that 

matter, I d e p l o r e  the p r e v i o u s  Iraqi i n v a s i o n  of o t h e r  p e o p l e’s territory, w h i c h  wa s  

ii roc ted against. Iran in 1980, a n d  w h i c h  the R e a g a n / B u s h  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  taci t l y  supported.

T h e  point I a m  m a k i n g  is that w h i l e  Iraqi a t r o c i t i e s  a g a i n s t  K u w a i t i c i v i l i a n s  an d 

o t h e r  n e f a r i o u s  activi ties cannot be excused, t h e y  a r e  h a r d l y  of a f u n d a m e n t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  

h a r m : t e r  from those that we r o u t i n e l y  c o n d o n e  a n d  d i s m i s s  w h e n  c a r r i e d  out by ou r  friends 

and illies. a n d  indeed, by  d i c t a t o r s  wh o  a r e  m a i n t a i n e d  in p ower s o l e l y  b y  o u r  tax moneys,

o u r  training, an d  o u r  troops. A s  the New Yorker  put it last Oct. 15, if w e  try H u s s e i n  for

•rimes a g a i n s t  hum a ni t y ,  by the s ame s t a n d a r d s ,  m a n y  of the r e g i me s  we s u p p o r t e d  in 

G e n  rul .America in the E i ghties, not to m e n t i o n  those in o u r  g o v e r n m e n t  w h o  d i r e c t e d  the 

p o l i c i e s  of support, w o u l d  a l s o  be in the dock.

Iroq itself, p r e - i n v a s i o n ,  is not a b s e n t  fro m  this list of "our" s t a te  terrorists. 

\r-:id<* form o u r  p r o n o u n c e d  "tilt" in Iraq's d i r e c t i o n  d u r i n g  the w a r  w i t h  Iran, b y  1990 the 

I' 1. had b e c o m e  Iraq's largest t r u d i n g p a r t n e r .  C o n g r e s s m a n  H e n r y  G o n z a l e s  of T e x a s  has
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• l un g e d  that 53 b i l l i o n  in letters of cr e d i t  w e r e  e x t e n d e d  to Iraq by o n e  A t l a n t a - b u s e d  

bank nlnm». an d  that tho deal included a r m a m e n t s  u s  well as, q u i t e  possibly, c he m i c a l  

w.aj.mir;. T h i s  m o n e y  h e l p e d  finan c e  the i n v a s i o n  of Kuwait, a s  G o n z a l e s  p o i n t e d  out. In 

"lftn Iraq r e c e iv e d  SI b i l l i o n  in loan a s s u r a n c e s ,  s e c o n d  in this r e g a r d  o n l y  to Mexic o .

T h i s  was the c u l m i n a t i o n  of n long a n d  m u t u a l l y  p r o f i t a b l e  relat i o n s h i p ; e v e r  s i n c e  

1982 Iraq ha s  b een o n e  of the largest i m p o r t e r s  of U.S. r i c e  a n d  w h e a t  (a total o f  S5.5 

1 i 1 I ir>n w o r t h ) , f i n a n c i n g  n g ood deal of that through f e d e r a l l y  g u a r a n t e e d  loans. By 1987,

j f  <*ni of Iraq's fo o d  was imported f rom tho U.S. Over1 the years, the f e d e r a l l y  

g u a r a n t e e d  loans f r ee d  u p  m o n e y s  for a r m a m e n t s  for the w a r  w i t h  Iran; d u r i n g  the Eig h t i e s ,  

Traq p u r c h a s e d  S-16.8 b i l l i o n  w o r t h  of arms, m o r e  b y  far than a n y  o t h e r  T h i r d  W o r l d  

• 'iint ry

Even w h e n  Iraq d i v e r t e d  h e l i c o p t e r s  p u r c h a s e d  from the U.S. to m i l i t a r y  p u r p o s e s  in 

’•’.itanl v i o l a t i o n  of e x p l i c i t  promises, the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a r d l y  blinked. In 1988, w h e n  

r w a n t e d  to restrict trade w it h  Iraq d u o  to e g r e g i o u s  h u m a n  rights v i o l a t i o n s ,  the

r>< •••<:; a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  l o b b i e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  to d e f e a t  the r e s t r i ct i o n s .  A n d  w h e n  the h u m a n  

: " ( T i c e  of the S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  c o m p i l e d  a  cr i t i c a l  report a g a i n s t  Iraq last S pri ng ,

'!’• . n ini i n is t rat i o n . fresh rrom h a v i n g  li f t e d  a formal ban  o n  loans to Iraq, p r e s s u r e d

''r!f. to tone d o w n  the report in the i n t e r e s t  of increased U.S. influence a n d  b e t t e r

for!, the Iraqi invasion itself f o l l o w e d  c l o s e l y  a f t e r  U.S. A m b a s s a d o r  A p r i l  

r" i.e indicated c l e a r l y  at a m e e t i n g  w i t h  S a d d a m  that the U.S. h a d  no int r in s i c  o b j e c -  

t i• >n io w h a t e v e r  m e a n s  I r a q  u s e d  to settle its d i s p u t e s  w i t h  Kuwait. T h i s  r e a s s u r a n c e  c am e  

in r e s p o ns e  to S a d d a m’s v i rtual  a n n o u n c e m e n t  of  h i s  plans, s a y i n g  that K u w a i t  w a s  t h r e a t­

eni n g  I r a q’s lifeblood, a n d  that n o  c o u n t r y  h a d  a r ight to t h r e a t e n  a n o t h e r  w i t h  e c o n o m i c  

extinction. T w o  d a y s  b e f o r e  the invasion, a  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f f i c i a l  t e s t i f i e d  b e f o r e  

G o n g r e s s  that the U.S. w a s  not c o m mi t t e d  to d e f e n d  K u w a i t  in the event of o n  invasion, 

ii though b y  that time, a c c o r d i n g  to the c h a i r m a n  of the S e n a t e  Intel 1 igonce C o m m i t t e e , the 

GIA lot o n l y  k n e w  of the invasion plan, but e v e n  c o r r e c t l y  g u e s s e d  the day. T h o  S t a t e  

"'•yvi1'tment then f o r b a d e  the .Agency to w a r n  the K u w a i t i  g o v e r n m e n t  or people, a n d  f o r c e d  

‘be a n c n l 1 at ion of a V o i c e  of A m e r i c a  b r o a d c a s t  o n  the Iraqi threat.

Meanwhile, o n  J u l y  27, Gen. N o r m a n  S c h w a r t z k o p f  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c a r r i e d  out a  c o m m a n d  

ice for 350 of h i s  s taff off icers b a s e d  on  the p r e m i s e  of one  M i d d l e  E a s t e r n  c o u n t r y  

invading / m o t h e r  a n d  t h r e a t e n i n g  U.S. interests. W e  n e e d  to ask, di d  G e o r g e  B u s h  i n v i t e

* he i nv asion of K u wa i t ,  w h e t h e r  in f u l f i l l m e n t  of s h o r t - t e r m  p o l i t i c a l  o b j e c t i v e s ,  

g e o p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t eg e m s ,  o r  the l o n g - coveted p e r m a n e n t  U.S. b a s e s  in the M i d d l e  E a s t ?  Or, 

vi nrio M i d d l e  Fast d i p l o m a t  was quoted, if S a d d a m  did n' t  exist, w o u l d  B u s h  h a v e  h a d  to 

invent him?

T h e r e  a r e  manj- u n a n s w e r e d  und p r o v o c a t i v e  q u e s t i o n s  about the o r i g i n s  of the crisis, 

an d  g o o d  reas o n s for d o u b t i n g  that our media, s p o o n - f e d  b y  the P e n tagon, a c c o r d i n g  to 

their o w n  complaints, a r e  p r e s e n t i n g  us w i t h  a n y t h i n g  like the full story. T h e  B a r n e s  

resolution, w i t h  its b l a n k e t  and a d v a n ce  a p p r o v a l  for w h a t e v e r  the Bus h  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  m a y  

be planning, is not u real g e s t u r e  of support for o u r  troops, bu t  o n l y  for o u r g o v e r n m e n t ,  

right or wrong. I b e l i e v e  that Rep. B r o w n ' s  resolut i o n ,  a n e u t r a l  s t a t e m e n t  that p r a i s e s  

run* people in u n i f o r m  a n d  at tho same M m e  u r g e s  Pres. B u s h  a n d  the C o n g r e s s  to s e e k  

p e a ceful r e s o l u t i o n  of the G u l f  conflict, m u c h  b e t t e r  e x p r e s s e s  the f e e l i n g s  of m o s t  

Alaskans. T h a n k  you.



592 Seatter Street 
June*:;, AK 99801

29 January 1991

Representative Gene Kubina, Chair 
State Affairs Committee 
Alaska House of Representatives 
Pouch 
Juneau, AK

Re: HJR 8; HJR 12

Dear Representative Kubina:

There are obviously a lot of people who need to express themselves about the Gulf War (I 
have been doing at least my share), and it is natural that the Legislature should try to 
express the feelings of Alaskans about it, but, with all due respect to the sponsor and co­
sponsors of HJR 8, do we really need still more pious rationalizations, st:.!,' more jingoism, 
still more demonization of Saddam Hussein, and still more cheerleading for our war leaders? 
I doubt if such stuff improves the morale of our military men and women. It certainly 
doesn't demonstrate that they are there on behalf of a peace-loving, thoughtful, democratic 
society. And its superficially supportive note does not really do anything for the welfare of 
our troops, let alone for the welfare of all the people of the region; it just leaves them there 
to be victimized by the war.

By contrast, it struck me upon reading HJR 12 that this is the sort of message tha? would 
have heartened me greatly, had I read it when I was in Vietnam back in ’65 and ’66. It 
shows that we care, by engaging the reality of war and trying to stop it. That's the only 
real support for the troops. I would have gone further and recommended the earliest 
possible UN-sponsored cease fire and comprehensive peace conference. But at least HJR 
12 sends the right message of support.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on these two resolutions.

cc: Rep. Kay Brown 
Rep. Max Gruenberg 
Rep. Niilo Koponen



Douglas K  Mertz 
1215 Fifth Street 
Douglas, Alaska 99824

J a n u a r y  2 9 ,  1 9 9 1

H o n o r a b l e  G e n e  K u b i n a ,  C h a i r m a n  

H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  

A i a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

D e a r  M r .  C h a i r m a n :

I u r g e  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  

t o  s u p p o r t  H J R  12, c o m m e n d i n g  A l a s k a n s  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  P e r s i a n  

G u l f  a n d  u r g i n g  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  C o n g r e s s  t o  s e e k  a n  e n d  t o  t h e  

w a r .  P u b l i c  d e b a t e  o n  t h e  w a r  h a s  t o o  o f t e n  b e e n  in  t e r m s  o f  

f u l l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  U . S . ' s  m i l i t a r y  o b j e c t i v e s  a s  t h e  o n l y  

v i a b l e  a n d  p a t r i o t i c  p o s i t i o n .  H J R  12 r e d r e s s e s  t h i s

m i s s t a t e m e n t  b y  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h a t  o u r  p e r s o n n e l  in t h e  G u l f  

d e s e r v e  o u r  s u p p o r t  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  v i e w  w e  t a k e  o f  t h e  w a r ,  a n d  

b y  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  s u p p o r t  w e  c a n  g i v e  t h e m  w o u l d  b e  a n  

e a r l y  a n d  p e a c e f u l  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  w a r .  T h i s  is a n  a t t i t u d e  

t h a t  a l l  A l a s k a n s  a n d  a l l  A m e r i c a n s  c a n  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  is f a r  

p r e f e r a b l e  t o  s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  e m p h a s i z e  b e l l i g e r e n c y  t o w a r d  A r a b  

n a t i o n s  o r  w h i c h  d e f i n e  s u p p o r t  o n l y  in t e r m s  o f  m i l i t a r y  
o b j e c t i v e s .
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