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N E W S  A R T I C L E

PARIS
he L'.S. and Soviet

* B Union have now made 
dram atic  promises to 
cut nuclear arsenals. 
Just last spring, the

. A  . physicists Hans Bethe
and Kurt Gottfried and form er De­
fense Secretary Robert McNamara 
proposed such deep reductions, to a 
chorus of sneers from "rea lis ts"  who 
said that couldn’t happen. Then P res­
ident Bush took the initiative, and 

.President Mikhail Gorbachev said 
yes, let’s do even more. It is happen­
ing.

So commentators began talking of 
the nuclear "d isarm am en t race," as 
though it were some kind of trap. In a 
way it is, but only for the community 
that has grown up relying on the 
design and production of nuclear 
weapons as its mission in life.

The next step tha t we’re told "can’t 
happen” is an end to nuclear  testing. 
But it can, and should. Mr. Gorbachev 
again proposed a comprehensive test 
ban, but Mr. Bush said r.o. America’s 
reasons for this refusal a re n ’t what 
Washington claims.

It is true that the Soviets can hard­
ly test now even if they w ant to do so. 
They’ve had only one test in the past 
year. Recently, foreign journalists 
were allowed to visit the super-secret 
Semipalatinsk site. They saw clearly 
why Kazakh officials said no more 
testing here. It is a terrifying, danger­
ous wasteland. The other site, on the 
Arctic island of Novaya Zemlva. can 
be used only a few months a year.and 
testing there is especially expensive. 
Besides, neighboring Norway com­
plains of radioactive leaks.

So it would be harder  than ever for 
the Soviets to cheat, although verifi­
cation techniques have reached a 
point where that possibility is no long­
er a serious argum ent for U.S. test­
ing.

The "cheating" argument was re­
placed by the asserted need to lest for 
the "reliability" of stockpiled weap­
ons. Components do deteriorate with 
age. But experts have shown they can 
fully handle the problem with comput­
ers and inspections; random tests are 
even less reliable than this methed.

Then "modernization" was ad­
vanced as the major purpose of tests. 
But now that the U.S. is prepared to 
get rid of so many missiles, including 
tactical and shipboard arms, it is

F lo ra  Lew is is sen ior co lum nist o f  
The New Yori? Times.

hard  to argue that new types are still 
needed. They aren't. As the Liver­
more physicist Hugh DeWitt points 
out, U.S. "nuclear  weapon design and 
m anufac tu re  Is now a mature tech­
nology.” Deterrence requires no 
more sophistication.

So tha t  leaves "safety" as the 
grounds currently offered for contin­
ued testing. Some older weapons, due 
to be retired, lack the latest safety 
devices to prevent dispersal of pluto­
nium in case of accident or fire. A 
declassified version of a report com­
missioned by Congress and prepared 
by the Livermore weapons designer 
R. E. Kidder in July analyzes the a r ­
senal in detail and concludes that the 
m ax im um  desired safety changes 
can be m ade with 10 tests in the next

• Our shrinking 
arsenal doesn’t 

need improving.

two or three years. He recommends 
tha t  instead of assuming that tests 
will go on forever, and planning on 
tha t basis, the Energy and Defense 
D epartm ents  s ta rt  working on the 
moribund Nuclear Test Ban Readi­
ness Program , making future reli­
ance on tests superfluous.

Why don’t they? The real reason 
was adm itted  publicly, and briefly, in 
1985 in an answer to Congressional 
questions by Roger E. Baizel and 
Donald M. Kerr, then directors of the 
L iverm ore and Los Alamos design 
labs, respectively. A test ban, they 
said, “would lead to the loss of exper­
tise.” The lab teams would drift 
away, turn to other work and be hard 
to reassem ble and s ta r t  up again.

With the end of the cold war, that's  
jus t  w hat they should be doing — 
turning to other work. Top nuclear 
p rogram  officials recognize that an 
argum en t  for make-work isn't ap­
pealing to the public, but privately 
they adm it they are  demoralized and 
w’orried. Livermore is still developing 
a w arhead for the SRAM II missile, 
which has been canceled.

I t ’s time to accept a test ban, which 
will strengthen the Nuclear Non-Pro­
liferation Treaty, and give the labs a 
ca re ta k e r  role. The brilliant minds on 
tap can be turned over, Dr. DeWitt 
urges, "to  reasonable peacetime sci­
entific projects." Thai’s another 
peace dividend we surely need. D
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State Senate panel OKs nuclear testing ban
By JEFF HOUCK
TIMES WRITER

A state Senate committee ap­
proved a resolution Monday call­
ing for an end to nuclear weap­
ons testing after a retired United 
States Navy rear admiral testi­
fied in support of the measure.

The Senate State Affairs Com­
mittee unanimously passed the 
resolution, sponsored by commit­
tee Vice Chairman Sen. Jim Dun­
can, D-Juneau, which urges 
President Bush and the Alaska 
congressional delegation to take 
action to halt the testing of nu­
clear warheads.

The resolution now goes to the 
Senate Judiciary Committee for 
consideration. Eight states, 193 
cities and 28 counties across the

U.S. have adopted anti-nuclear 
— ;—— — j—  weapons resolu­

tions, said Chris 
Bolkom of the 
Federation of 
American Scien­
tists.

The measure
A i .  \ s K A 
LEGISLATURE

carries no force of law, but if 
passed by the Legislature it 
would reinforce a statewide 
voter initiative approved in 1936 
supporting a nuclear freeze and a 
reduction in the number of war­
heads and missiles. Gov. Walter 
J. Hickel and Sen. Arliss Sturgu- 
lewski, then gubernatorial candi­
dates. supported the initiative.

Testimony in favor of Dun­
can's resolution was given via 
telephone by experts from across

Alaska and the nation, including 
retired Rear Adm. Eugene J. 
Carroll who testified from Wash­
ington, D.C.

Carroll was commander of 
Task Force 60, the carrier strik­
ing force of the USS Sixth Fleet 
in the Mediterranean. He is 
deputy director of the Center for 
Defense Information, a non-gov­
ernmental Washington, D.C., 
think tank staffed by retired mili­
tary officers.

His last assignment on active 
duty was in the Pentagon as 
assistant deputy chief of Naval 
Operations for Plans, Policy and 
Operations, during which he en­
gaged in naval planning for con­
ventional and nuclear war.

Carroll stressed during his

testimony that nuclear weapons 
are meant to be used for destroy­
ing, not defending, a territory. 
The United States and Soviet 
Union are estimated to have a 
combined arsenal of at least
45.000 nuclear warheads.

"We keep them to deter, but
20.000 is far too many," Carroll 
said. "We can get by with fewer 
than 20,000."

The U.S. would save more 
than 512 billion if the design, test­
ing and production of nuclear 
warheads were abolished, Car­
roll said.

“That’s a tremendous waste 
of money you can't use but to 
commit suicide," he said.
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Till. T E X T  R e p o r t  for S.20GA
As i n t r o d u c e d  in the Sena te,  N o v e m b e r  P C ,  1991

TT
1 0 d C O N G R E S S  

1st S e s c .i o ri
S .  2 0 6 ' !

To i m p o s e  a o n e - y e a r  m o r a t o r i m n  on the pet farinonco of n u c l e a r  uo.itp o n s  tests 
by the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  u n l e s s  the S o v i e t  U n i on  c o n d u c t s  a n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  
t e s t  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d .

IN THE SE N A T E  OF THE U N I T E D  S T A T E S  
N o v e m b e r  26 ( l e g i s l a t i v e  day, N o v e m b e r  23), 1391

Mr. H a t f i e l d  (for h i m s el f , Mr. M i t c h e l l ,  Mr. Simon, Mr. 3 o f f o r d s ,  Mr. 
D c C o n c i n i ,  Mr. Leahy, Mr. Adams, Mr. M a rk in , Mr. K e n ne dy , uiid Mr. 
IJel is tone) i n t r o d u c e d  the f o l l o w i n g  bill; w h i c h  wa s  read twice and 
r e f e r r e d  to the C o m m i t t e e  on F o r e i g n  R e l a t i o n s

A BILL
To i m p o s e  a one yea r m o r a t o r i u m  on the p e r f o r m a n c e  of n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  tests 

by the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  u n l e s s  the S o v i e t  U ni on  c o n d u c t s  a n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  
t e s t  d u r i n g  t h a t  p er iod .

De it: e n a c t e d  by the S en a t e  and H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the U n i t e d  
S tn tcs of A m e r i c a  in Conc;ress a s s e m b  1 a d ,

S E C T I O N  1. S H O RT  TITLE.
This Act ma y be c it ed  as the " N u c l e a r  T e s t i n g  M o r a t o r i u m  Act".

SEC. 3. ONT YEAR M O R A T O R I U M .
D u r i n g  the o n e - y e a r  p e r i o d  b e g i n n i n g  en the date  of the e na c true n t of this

Act, n o n e  r f the funds rn. de a v a i l a b l e  u n d e r  any p r o v i s i o n  of law m a y  be
a v a i l a b l e  to c o n d u c t  any e x p l o s i v e  n u c l e a r  '..'capons tes t u n l e s s  the P r e s i d e n t  
c e r t i f i e s  to C o n g r e s s  th a t the S o v i e t  U n i o n  (or a s u c c e s s o r  state of any p a r t
of the S o v i e t  Uni on)  has c o n d u c t e d  an e x p l o s i v e  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  t e s t  d u r i n g
tha t perio d.
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BILL T E X T  R ep o r t  for II.R.3636 
As i n t r o d u c e d  in the House, O c t o b e r  20, J 991 S

l
102d C O N G R E S S  

1st S o c c i o n

II. R. 3G3G

To .impose .1 o n e - y e a r  m o r a t o r i u m  on the porfoniuinco of n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  t e s t s  
by the U n i t e d  S ta t e s  un l e s s  the S o v i e t  U ni on  c o n d u c t s  a n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  
test du r in g t h a t  period.

IN THE HOUSE OF R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  
O c t o b e r  20, 1991

Mr. G e p h a r d t  (for hi ms el f,  Mr. K o p e t s k i ,  Mr. D e l lu ms ,  Mr. F as cc l l ,  Mr. Br ow n,  
Mr. McC ur dy , Mr. D ow ney , Mr. Leach, Mr. Mar key , Mrs. S c h r o e d c r , Mr.
B o n i o r  , Mr .  Fazio, Mr .  S t a r k ,  M r .  A uCoin  , Mr .  O w e n s  of U t a h ,  Mrs. B o xe r ,  
M r . Levine of C a l i f o r n i a ,  Mr. Mrazek, Mr. Moody, Mr. Lewis of G e o r g i a ,  
Mrs. K e n n c l l y ,  Mr. IJydon, Mr. Sola rs,  Mr. S c h u m o r ,  Mr. Wise, Mr. Du r b i n ,  
Mr. Berman, Mr. Mineta, Mr. Pa ne tt a,  Mrs. Lowey of Me w York, Mr. C o n y e r s ,  
Mr. Studds, Mr. S ta g g e r s ,  Mr. V a l e n t i n e ,  Mr. Mf ume, Mr. S a n d e r s ,  Mr. 
Swett, Mr. S l a t t e r y ,  Mr. Hoycr, Mr. rtahall, Mr. O b e r s t a r ,  Mr. Fei g ha n,
Mr. A b e r c r o m b i e ,  Mr. Wo l pe , Mr. Synar, Mr. E ck art , Mr. Cox of I l l i n o i s ,  
Mr. Vc nto , Mr. S mit h of Iowa', Mr. Wei ss , Mr. Dwyer of New J e r s e y ,  Mr. 
K n n j o r s k i ,  Ms. Pelosi, Mr. M i l l e r  of C a l i f o r n i a ,  Mr. R o yb al , Mr.
G l i c k m a n ,  Mr. Sabo, Mr. E d wa rd s of C a l i f o r n i a ,  Mr. L eh m a n  of Fl or ida , Mr. 
A l e x a n d e r ,  Mr. Sc hcu cr , Hr. S aw ye r,  Mr. M c D e r m o t t ,  Mr. B a c c h u s ,  Mr.
Pen ny , Mr. P e t e r s o n  of M i n n e s o t a ,  Mr. W a xm an , Mr. Olvor. Mr. Frank of 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  Mr, D o r y a n  of N o r t h  D ak ota , Mr. G e j d c n s o n ,  Mr. Ev ans , Hr. 
En ge l. Mr. Ford of M i ch ig an , Mr. Levin of M i c h i g a n ,  Mr. II a yes of 
I l l i n o i s ,  Mr. Swift, Mrs. U n s oc ld , Mr. H u gh es,  Ms. W a t e r s ,  Mr. Towns, Mr. 
P a y n e  of New Je r s e y ,  Mr. Tr ax ler , Mr. G o n z a l e z ,  Mr. Early, Mr. H a t c h e r ,  
Mr. K e n ne dy , Mrs. C o l l i n s  of M i c h i g a n ,  Mr. Nagle, Mr. M a v r o u l e s ,  Mr. 
S i k o r s k i ,  Ms. S l a u g h t e r  of New York, Mr. B o u c h e r ,  Mr. D e F a z i o .  Mr.
T o r r e s ,  Mr. P as to r,  Mr. Carr, Mr. Atki ns , Mr. W i l l i a m s ,  Mr. B r y a n t ,  Mr. 
A n d r e w s  of Mai ne,  Mr. S e r ra no , Mr. W a s h i n g t o n ,  Mr. S t a l l i n g s ,  Mr.
A n t h o n y ,  Mr. T h o r n t o n ,  Ms. O e L a u r o ,  Mr. Luken, and Mr. Ilochb ruecl: n o r ) 
i n t r o d u c e d  the f o l l o w i n g  bill; w h i c h  wa s r e f e r r e d  to the C o m m i t t e e  on 
Ar me d Servicer.

A BILL
lo imp os e a o n e - y e a r  m o r a t o r i u m  on the p e r f o r m a n c e  of n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  t ests 

by the Un i te d Stator; uiilc*'* the S o v i e t  llninn conduct'' a n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  
test d ur i n g  that  period.
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Be it e n a c t e d  by the S en a t e  and llouce of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  of A m e r i c a  in C o n g r e s s  a s s e m b l e d ,

S E C T I O N  1. S H O R T  TITLE.

This Act may be c it ed as the " N u c l e a r  T e s t i n g  M o r a t o r i u m  Act".

SEC. 2. O N E - Y E A R  MO R A T O R I U M .

Buririg the o n e - y e a r  pe ri od  b e g i n n i n g  on the date of the e n a c t m e n t  of thi 
Act, the S e c r e t a r y  of En er gy  may not c o n d u c t  any e x p l o s i v e  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  
test, un l e s s  the P r e s i d e n t  c e r t i f i e s  to C o n g r e s s  that the S o v i e t  U n i o n  (or a 
s u c c e s s o r  s t a t e  of any p a r t  of the S o v i e t  Union) has c o n d u c t e d  an e x p l o s i v e  
n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  test du r i n g  that period.
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CS FOR HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 51 (STATE AFFAIRS)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): REPRESENTATIVES KOPONEN, Ulmer, Brown

A RESOLUTION
1 Urging President Bush and the Alaska congressional delegation to take action to halt the

2 testing of nuclear weapons and urging President Bush to negotiate a comprehensive test

3 ban treaty.

4 BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
5 WHEREAS the Cold War is over, democratic systems are emerging throughout Eastern Europe
6 and the former Soviet Union, and a continuation of the nuclear arms race is no longer justified; and
7 WHEREAS, although the United States and the Commonwealth o f Independent States already
8 possess over 30,000 nuclear weapons between them, the Bush administration continues to explode
9 nuclear warheads underground in order to develop new, more dangerous nuclear weapons; and

10 WHEREAS tens o f thousands o f nuclear weapons in the republics that constituted the former
11 Soviet Union are deployed in enormously complex systems of missiles, planes, ships, computers,
12 satellites, and people, which may eventually result in their accidental or deliberate use; and
13 WHEREAS continued nuclear test explosions by the United States encourage the spread of
14 nuclear weapons and seriously hamper efforts to curb the proliferation of nuclear weapons; and
15 WHEREAS radioactive contamination resulting from nuclear test explosions has left several
16 areas o f the United States, Asia, and the South Pacific unfit for human, animal, or plant life; and

CSHJR 51 (STA)



1 WHEREAS the former Soviet Union unilaterally stopped all nuclear testing for 18 months
2 beginning August 6, 1985, stopped again October 19, 1989, and has conducted only one test since then,
3 which occurred on October 24, 1990; and
4 WHEREAS an opportunity to ban nuclear test explosions in 118 countries occurred January 7 -
5 18, 1991, in New York when the Test Ban Treaty Conference was held to amend the 1963 Partial Test
6 Ban Treaty into a comprehensive test ban treaty that would ban underground explosions as well as
7 atmospheric testing; and
8 WHEREAS 75 nations voted to continue the Test Ban Treaty Conference, while only the United
9 States and the United Kingdom voted against it; and

10 WHEREAS Russian President Boris Yeltsin has called on President Bush to halt all nuclear
11 weapons testing and to negotiate a comprehensive test ban treaty; and
12 WHEREAS the 118 parties to die 1963 Partial Test Ban Treaty, which needs to be renewed in
13 1995, have linked their continued adherence to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty to the passage of
14 a comprehensive test ban treaty; and
15 WHEREAS in 1986 the voters o f Alaska approved an initiative that made the promotion o f a
16 mutual and verifiable freeze on nuclear weapons official state policy; and
17 WHEREAS the United States Congress is considering two bills, S. 2064 and H.R. 3636, that
18 would reduce funding for nuclear weapons tests for 12 months as long as the republics that constituted
19 the former Soviet Union do not test;
20 BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature urges President Bush to
21 (1) take the steps necessary for the United States to join in a mutual and verifiable
22 suspension of all nuclear test explosions for all time; and
23 (2) actively negotiate a comprehensive test ban treaty with other nations o f the world;
24 and be it
25 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature calls upon the members o f the Alaska
26 delegation in Congress to support present and future congressional resolutions and bills that encourage
27 a comprehensive prohibition against nuclear testing.
28 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable George Bush, President o f the United
29 States; the Honorable Dan Quavle, Vice-President of the United States and President o f the U.S. Senate;
30 the Honorable Robert C. Byrd, President Pro Tempore of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable George J.
31 Mitchell, Majority Leader of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Thomas S. Foley, Speaker of the U.S.
32 House o f Representatives; to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S.

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT
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1 Senators, and die Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members o f the Alaska delegation in Con-
2 gress; and to the mayor and the governing body of each municipality in the state.

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT
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CS FOR HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 51 ( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): REPRESENTATIVES KOPONEN, Ulmer, Brown

A RESOLUTION
1 Urging President Bush and the Alaska congressional delegation to take action to halt the

2 testing, further manufacture, and proliferation of nuclear weapons and urging President

3 Bush to take the steps necessary to ensure compliance with nuclear treaties by all nations

4 and to negotiate a comprehensive test ban treaty.

5 BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
6 WHEREAS the Cold War is over, democratic systems are emerging throughout Eastern Europe
7 and the former Soviet Union, and a continuation of the nuclear arms race is no longer justified; and
8 WHEREAS, although the United States and the Commonwealth o f Independent States already
9 possess over 30,000 nuclear weapons between them, the Bush administration continues to explode

10 nuclear warheads underground in order to develop new, more dangerous nuclear weapons; and
11 WHEREAS tens o f thousands of nuclear weapons in the republics that constituted the former
12 Soviet Union are deployed in enormously complex systems of missiles, planes, ships, computers,
13 satellites, and people, which may eventually result in their accidental or deliberate use; and
14 WHEREAS nuclear weapons technology has spread to nations that are not presently capable o f
15 sustaining rational and predictable military policy; and
16 WHEREAS the proliferation o f nuclear technology exposes all nations o f the world to terrorism

-1- CSHJR51( )



1 by governments that may be willing to employ weapons of mass destruction in this manner, and

2 WIIEREAS continued nuclear test explosions by the United States encourage the spread of

3 nuclear weapons and seriously hamper efforts to curb the proliferation of nuclear weapons; and

4 WHEREAS radioactive contamination resulting from nuclear test explosions has left several

5 areas o f the United States, Asia, and the South Pacific unfit for human, animal, or plant life; and

6 WHEREAS the former Soviet Union unilaterally stopped all nuclear testing for 18 months

7 beginning August 6, 1985, stopped again October 19, 1989, and has conducted only one test since then,

8 which occurred on October 24, 1990; and

9 WHEREAS an opportunity to ban nuclear test explosions in 118 countries occurred January 7 -

10 18, 1991, in New York when the Test Ban Treaty Conference was held to amend the 1963 Partial Test

11 Ban Treaty into a comprehensive test ban treaty that would ban underground explosions as well as

12 atmospheric testing; and

13 WHEREAS 75 nations voted to continue the Test Ban Treaty Conference, while only the United

14 States and the United Kingdom voted against it; and

15 WHEREAS Russian President Boris Yeltsin has called on President Bush to halt all nuclear

16 weapons testing and to negotiate a comprehensive test ban treaty; and

17 WHEREAS the 118 parties to the 1963 Partial Test Ban Treaty, which needs to be renewed in

18 1995, have linked their continued adherence to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty to the passage of

19 a comprehensive test ban treaty; and

20 WHEREAS in 1986 the voters o f Alaska approved an initiative that made the promotion of a

21 mutual and verifiable freeze on nuclear weapons official state policy; and

22 WHEREAS the United States Congress is considering two bills, S. 2064 and H.R. 3636, that

23 would reduce funding for nuclear weapons tests for 12 months as long as the republics that constituted

24 the former Soviet Union do not test; and

25 WHEREAS a comprehensive test ban treaty is the first logical step toward the ultimate tripartite

26 goal o f a prohibition of the further manufacture of nuclear weapons by all nations, a cessation o f the

27 deployment o f nuclear weapons by all nations, and the dismanding of nuclear weapons by all nations;

28 BE IT RESOLViED that the Alaska State Legislature urges President Bush to

29 (1) take the steps necessary for the United States to join in a mutual and verifiable

30 suspension of all nuclear test explosions for all time;

31 (2) actively negotiate a comprehensive test ban treaty with other nations of the world;

32 (3) work to prohibit the export of nuclear weapons hardware, technology, and expertise
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1 from nuclear-capable nations; and

2 (4) take the steps necessary to ensure compliance with nuclear treaties, including the

3 enforcement of existing treaties and the imposition o f sanctions against nations that do not abide by the

4 tenets of existing and subsequent nuclear disarmament treaties; and be it

5 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature calls upon the members of the Alaska

6 delegation in Congress to support present and future congressional resolutions and bills that encourage

7 a comprehensive prohibition against the testing, manufacture, and proliferation of nuclear weapons.

8 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable George Bush, President of the United

9 States; the Honorable Dan Quayle, Vice-President of the United States and President o f the U.S. Senate;

10 the Honorable Robert C. Byrd, President Pro Tempore of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable George J.

11 Mitchell, Majority Leader of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Thomas S. Foley, Speaker of the U.S.

12 House of Representatives; to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S.

13 Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members o f the Alaska delegation in Con-

14 gress; and to the mayor and the governing body o f each municipality in the state.
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Amendment to CS for HJR 51 (SA)

Insert at line 1<R qgmk<l  I /U J jbx .
j k f a h W

Whereas/, nuclear weapons have served a deterence purpose, 
thermonuclear devices cannot be used safely as a weapon of war 
but can be used as instruments of terrorism and genocide, which 
this nation abhors^

offered by Rep. Moyer
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(7) O u s e  c o m m it t e e  r e p o i
Date Referred: May 15, 199! FURTHER REFERRALS:
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[X] do pass
[ ] do not pass
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[ ] individual recommendations
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[ ] the same title 
.1/ ] a new title

Committee
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CS FOR HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 51 ( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): REPRESENTATIVES KOPONEN, Ulmer, Brown

A RESOLUTION
1 Urging President Bush and the Alaska congressional delegation to take action to halt the
2 testing of nuclear weapons and urging President Bush to negotiate a comprehensive test

3 ban treaty.

4 BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
5 WHEREAS the Cold War is over, democratic systems are emerging throughout Eastern Europe
6 and the former Soviet Union, and a continuation of the nuclear arms race is no longer justified; and
7 WHEREAS, although the United States and the Commonwealth o f Independent States already
8 possess over 30,000 nuclear weapons between them, the Bush administration continues to explode
9 nuclear warheads underground in order to develop new, more dangerous nuclear weapons; and

10 WHEREAS tens of thousands o f nuclear weapons in the republics that constituted the former
11 Soviet Union are deployed in enormously complex systems of missiles, planes, ships, computers,
12 satellites, and people, which may eventually result in their accidental or deliberate use; and
13 WHEREAS continued nuclear test explosions by the United States encourages the spread of
14 nuclear weapons and seriously hampers efforts to curb the proliferation o f nuclear weapons; and
15 WHEREAS nuclear weapons are not weapons at all since they cannot be safely used to fight a
16 war, but are instruments of terrorism and genocide, which this nation abhors; and
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1 WHEREAS radioactive contamination resulting from nuclear test explosions has left several
2 areas of the United States, Asia, and the South Pacific unfit for human, animal, or plant life; and
3 WHEREAS the former Soviet Union unilaterally stopped all nuclear testing for 18 months
4 beginning August 6, 1985, stopped again October 19, 1989, and has conducted only one test since then,
5 which occurred on October 24, 1990; and
6 WHEREAS an opportunity to ban nuclear test explosions in 118 countries occurred January 7 -
7 18, 1991, in New York when the Test Ban Treaty Conference was held to amend the 1963 Partial Test
8 Ban Treaty into a comprehensive test ban treaty that would ban underground explosions as well as 
S atmospheric testing; and

10 WHEREAS 75 nations voted to continue the Test Ban Treaty Conference, while only the United
11 States and the United Kingdom voted against it; and
12 WHEREAS Russian President Boris Yeltsin has called on President Bush to halt all nuclear
13 weapons testing and to negotiate a comprehensive test ban treaty; and
14 WHEREAS the 118 parties to the 1963 Partial Test Ban Treaty, which needs to be renewed in
15 1995, have linked their continued adherence to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty to the passage of
16 a comprehensive test ban treaty; and
17 WHEREAS in 1986 the voters of Alaska approved an initiative that made the promotion of a
18 mutual and verifiable freeze on nuclear weapons official state policy; and
19 WHEREAS the United States Congress is considering two bills, S. 2064 and H.R. 3636, that
20 would reduce funding for nuclear weapons tests for 12 months as long as the republics that constituted
21 the former Soviet Union do not test;
22 BE IT  RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature urges President Bush to
23 (1) take the steps necessary for the United States to join in a mutual and verifiable
24 suspension o f all nuclear test explosions for all time; and
25 (2) actively negotiate a comprehensive test ban treaty with other nations o f the world;
26 and be it
27 FURTHER RESOLVFD that the Alaska State Legislature calls upon the members o f the Alaska
28 delegation in Congress to support present and future congressional resolutions and bills that encourage
29 a comprehensive prohibition against nuclear testing.
30 COPIES o f this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable George Bush, President o f the United
31 States; the Honorable Dan Quayle, Vice-President of the United States and President of the U.S. Senate;
32 the Honorable Robert C. Byrd, President Pro Tempore of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable George J.

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

CSHJR 51( )



1 Mitchell, Majority Leader of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Thomas S. Foley, Speaker of the U.S.

2 House o f Representatives; to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S.

3 Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members o f the Alaska delegation in Con-

4 gress; and to the mayor and the governing body of each municipality in the state.
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