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Dear Republican Colleague:

Enclosed is an Interim Report prepared by the Minority Staff o f the Senate Committee on 

Foreign Relations on the U.S. Government's handling o f the POW/MIA matter. This summary 

document represents a year o f intensive investigation, culminating in a major breakthrough in the 

careful examination o f DIA live-sighting reports on POW/MIAs-the first time in 17 years that an 

independent branch o f the government has had an opportunity to make an objective evaluation o f the 

methods used in accounting for those categorized as FOW/MIAs in Southeast Asia.

On October 17,1990, the Foreign Minister o f Vietnam, Nguyen Cao Thac addressed a coffee 

attheForeign Relations Committee and attendedby Senators ofthe Committee as well as invited guests. 

In my opinion, the Department o f State's invitation to Thac to visit the United States vray inappropriate 

at a time when the Executive Branch is still unwilling to address the hardissue ofliving American POWs 

still being held captive in Southeast Asia.

The thrust o f Thac's address was to call for the acceleration o f the time table for renewal o f  

relations between the governments ofVietnam and the United States. Thac indicated that the resolution 

o f the POW/MIA issue is one o f two major areas o f contention. Furthermore, Thac stated that he had 

agreed to all terms levied by the President through his special envoy, General John Vessey USA (Ret.). 

But in re-stating the terms to which he had agreed, Thac never once mentioned that the issue o f living 

American POWs in Vietnam had been addressed.

The position of the Executive Branch is that there is "no evidence" that living Americans exist 

in SEAsia, nor were any left after American prisoners were returned in 1973.



Nevertheless, public opinion polls continue to suggest that 62% o f the American people believe 

that U.S. POW/MlAs are still alive in Vietnam, and 84% of Vietnam veterans believe so. Clearly the 

U.S. Government no longer maintains credibility on this issue.

For this reason, a year ago, I  assigned investigators on the Minority Staff o f the Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee to conduct a staff investigation o f the handling o f the POW/MIA issue by the U.S. 

Government. These investigators are highly trained professionals, with a total o f more than 68 years o f  

investigative experience in the Executive Branch, including criminal investigative experience, as well as 

more than 17years o f experience in intelligence analysis. Allserved in Vietnam and are knowledgeable 

about the history, geography, and language o f that unfortunate country.

The investigation has proceeded quietly, and without public fanfare. But much remains to be 

done. Information developed in the course o f the inquiry was the result o f the following methods: 1) 

face-to-face and telephonic inten>iews; 2) review o f various classified and unclassified official documents; 

3) corroborative information from government and private sources; and 4) historical research. This 

report is in allrespcctsan interim report: It is incomplete and it is a summary report o f conclusions which 

must be further tested.

The Committee on Foreign Relatiom has authority to engage in oversight o f POW/MIA issues 

implicit in its broad mandate to study and review foreign policy. Senate Rule 25.1j  specifically refers to 

the Committee on Foreign Relations matters dealingwith: "[11.] Intervention abroad and declarations 

o f wari" and "[15. ] Protection o f United States citizens abroad and expatriation."

The focus o f the inquiry has centered on the following questions:

1. Does the U.S. Government possess valid information concerning living POWs in Southeast

Asia?

2. Has the U.S. Government failed to act on information concerning living POWs in Southeast

Asia?
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3. Has the U.S. Government acted improperly to intimidate, coerce, or discredit sources which 

have valid information concerning living POWs in Southeast Asia?

I believe that the investigators have come to valid conclusions, although o f course much o f the 

material they reviewed remains classified. Moreover, I  believe that the American people have the right 

to see that this inquiry is pursued to a proper conclusion.

la m  deeply grateful for the enormous contribution o f Senator Chuck Grassley who, out o f his 

deep concern for American sendee personnel, joined me at the very beginning and supported and 

encouraged it at every step.

Sincerely,

JESSE HELMStlb



"Accountability lies in oversight by Congress or in  criticism from the 
electorate, but not in  the judgement of the courts."

-From  Smith vs. Reagan, United States Court of Appeals, for the Fourth 

Circuit, No. 87-1661, April, 20,1988, regarding the POW/MIA issue.
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Introduction

One year ago, the Ranking Minority Member o f the Senate Committee 

on Foreign Re lation s assigned members o f the M inority S ta ff to investigate 

the follow ing three questions:

1.) W hether the United States Government has received and still 

possesses va lid  information concerning living prisoners o f war/m issing in 

action--POW /M IAs--in Southeast Asia;

2.) Whether the U.S. Government has failed to act on such information;

and,

3 .) W hether the U.S. Government has acted improperly to intim idate 

and discred it sources of such information.

The primary purpose o f this investigation has been, and w ill continuue 

to be, to determ ine whether the U.S. government has handled the question 

in a truthful and effective manner. But if  it results in a  determ ination that even 

one PO W  may still be alive, it w ill resu lt in a dividend o f b lessings.

The inquiry rem ains on-going. It is based not only on the review  of 

thousands o f classified and non-classified documents, but also upon hundreds 

o f telephonic and face-to-face interviews with government officials and those 

affected by their decisions with regard to POW/MIAs. A  full report w ill 

require much additional investigation and analysis. The following, however,
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represents an interim  report at the conclusion of one year's work. It allows the 

presentation of some prelim inary conclusions.

Preliminary Conclusions

The U.S. Government states it has no evidence that PO W s were left

behind in Southeast Asia. The official policy asserts that it is open to 

investigation of a ll reports. Fo r example, the official Department o f D efense 

(D O D ) P O W - M I A  Fact Book, issued July, 1990, states:

Although we have thus far been unable to prove that 

Americans are still detained against their w iil, the information 

available to us precludes ruling out that possibility. Actions to 

investigate live sighting reports receive and w ill continue to 

receive necessary priority and resources based on the assumption 

that at least some Americans are still held captive. Should any 

report prove true, we w ill take appropriate action to ensure 

the return o f those involved.

Notwithstanding this professed openness to new evidence, the U.S. 

Government has insisted since April 12 ,1973 , that it has no evidence o f living 

PO W s. In fact, on that date~at the conclusion o f O PERA TIO N  

HOMECOMING, which brought home 591 PO W s--D r. Roger Sh ields, then 

A ssistant Secretary o f Defense, stated that the DO D had "no evidence that 

there were any more POWs still alive in all o f Indochina."

This assertion has been consistent. For example, last July, Col. Joseph
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A. Schlatter, then ch ief o f the Defense Intelligence Agency's Special Office 

for POW/MIAs, was saying that "Ifw e look at everything we collected during 

the w ar and eveiything we've collected since the war, we don't find any 

evidence that Americans are captive."

Furthermore, as late as October, 1990, an unnamed "senior State 

Departm ent official" was quoted in the press as saying the U.S. Government 

has "no evidence" of living American prisoners in Southeast Asia.

However, to say that the U.S. G ovem m ent has "no evidence" is not the 

same as saying that no evidence exists. A fter all, there have been nearly 

11,700 reports relating to POW/MIAs over the years, including 1,400 first­

hand, live-sighting reports. The question is whether every single one of these 

reports can be dism issed from the category o f credible evidence.

The U .S. Government position m akes sense only if every single one 

o f these reports can be shown to have been fabricated, erroneous, or not 

relating directly to a PO W /M IA -for exam ple, some reports may relate to 

Europeans in the area. In fact, D IA  analysts have rejected the evidence o f a ll 

these reports, except for a sm all pool o f less than 150 still considered 

"unresolved."

The prelim inary conclusions presented by staff for review by Senators 

a ie  as follows:
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1. After the conclusion o f O PERATIO N  HOM ECOM ING in April, 

1973, brought the return o f the 591 POW s, official U .S. Government policy 

internally adopted andacted upon the presumption that all other PO W s were 

dead, despite public assertions that the government was still open to investigating 

the possibility of discovering the existence of living prisoners.

2. Follow ing the adoption of an internal policy in April, 1973, that a ll 

POW/MIAs were presumed dead, the U.S. Government, convened 

commissions in each m ilitary service to consider each case on the POW /M IA 

list in order to make a statutory declaration of presumption o f death.

3. W hile there is no reason to believe that the majority, if  not most, o f 

the declarations of presumptive death are incorrect, staff review  o f live- 

sighting report files at D IA  found a disturbing pattern of arbitrary rejection 

o f evidence that connected a  sighting to a  specific POW/MIA or U .S. POW/ 

M IAs in general.

4. The pattern of arbitrary rejection resulted in a declaration o f 

presumptive finding o f death for every such individual case, except one.

5. The internal policy that all POW/MIAs were presumed dead 

resulted in an emphasis on finding and identifying remains of dead personnel, 

rather than searching for living POW/MIAs.
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6. The desire to identify specific sets of remains with specific names 

on the POW/MIA list led DOD to an exaggeration of the capabilities of 

forensic science, and identification based on dubious presumptions and 

illogical deductions rather than actual physical identification--a process 

which resulted in numerous m isidentifications o f remains.

7. D esp ite  adherence to internal policies and public statem ents after 

April, 1973 that "no evidence" existed o f living POW s, D IA  authoritatively 

concluded as la te  as April, 1974 that several hundred living POW/MIAs were 

still held captive in South E a st Asia.

8. A lthough the Pathet Lao declared on April 3 ,1 9 7 3 , that Laotian 

Communist forces were holding American POWs and were prepared to give 

an accounting, nine days later a DO D spokesman declared that there were no 

more American prisoners anywhere in South E a st Asia. No PO W s held by 

Laotian  Communist forces ever returned. The evidence indicates that the 

U .S. Government made a decision to abandon U.S. citizens still in the custody 

of the Socialist R epub lic  of Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia, at the conclusion 

o f U.S. involvement in the Second Indochina War.

9. U .S. casualties, including POW/MIAs in South E a st A sia, resulting 

from covert or cross border operation, may not be included on the list of those 

m issing.
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10. 'Hie executive branch has failed to address adequately the concerns 

o f the family members of the POW/MIAs, and has profoundly m ishandled 

the POW/MIA problem.

Defin ition of POW/MIA

The subject o f POW/MIAs requires some definitions. A fter the 

Second Indochina W ar--popularly known as the V ietnam W ar, even though 

Thailand, Burm a, Lao s and Cambodia saw  U.S. combat action -hundreds o f 

PO W s returned alive, notably in O PERA TIO N  HOM ECOM ING, which 

concluded in April, 1973.

Those who did not return home are  classified by the Departm ent o f 

D efense into two categories: POW /MIAs--that is, those for whom there is 

some documentation that they were captured but never repatriated; and 

KIA /BN Rs--that is, those believed to have been k illed in action, but whose 

bodies were not recovered. Fo r the latter, there is no evidence o f their death 

except DO D's evaluation o f the circumstances, even though no physical 

evidence of death may be availab le.

In April, 1973, DO D reported that 2,383 personnel were unaccounted 
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for: 1,259 POW/MIAs, and 1,124 KIA/BNRs. This study assumes that both 

categories o f the unaccounted for deserve review. Since 1973, DOD has 

announced the return of 280  sets o f remains, dim inishing the over-all 

number by that amount.

In addition, there could well be an equal number of military personnel 

m issing in action from various U.S. covert actions during the war. Since 

DO D  files on covert actions have not been opened, and the participants in 

such actions never publicly identified, this inquiry could not estab lish any 

number for covert POW/MIAs. However, public source books and interviews 

with participants suggest that the issue of covert operations adds a substantia], 

but unknown, dimension to the M IA question which has received no 

scrutiny.

Review of Live-Sighting Documents

In th is inquiry, staff has reviewed hundreds of U.S. Government 

classified, declassified, and open-source documents. In addition, Senator 

G rassley and Committee Minority sta ff were given access to, and have 

reviewed personally, hundreds of classified live-sighting reports (accounts 

by Southeast A sians o f live PO W s in Southeast A sia) in the files o f the 

D efense Intelligence Agency (D IA ). According to DIA , this.is the first time
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that cither a United States Senator or any United States Congressional 

Committee staff have been given access to the raw intelligence contained in 

the 1,400 live-sighting reports.

Out of the 1,400 live-sighting reports, approximately 1,200 are considered 

by DIA to be "resolved." Each of the so-called "resolved" sightings was 

resolved by concluding that the live-sighting report did not pertain to U.S. 

POWs present after April 1979. Staff felt that in some cases such a conclusion 

was correct, but that in many it was not supported by the facts.

Staff began by first examining so-called resolved cases in order to 

study DIA methodology by which a conclusion of "resolution" was reached. 

Since the guidelines set by DIA for access to the files were extremely 

restrictive, the time available allowed review of only about one-quarter of the 

so-called "resolved" cases, and none of those in the category of "unresolved." 

Nevertheless, staff concluded that a significant number of the "resolved" 

cases reviewed showed that the DIA methodology was faulty, or that the 

evidence did not support the DIA conclusion in the case, or both.

The information collected and reviewed to date by the staff shows that 

the position held by the United States Govemment-namely, that no evidence 

exists that Americans are still being held against their will-cannot be supported. 

Rather, the information uncovered during this inquiry provides enough 

corroboration to cast doubt upon the veracity of the U.S. Government's
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conclusion.

(

W ithout revealing c lassified information, staff believes that the review 

o f the classified live-sighting reports reinforces that doubt. Although more 

information rem ains to be reviewed, the evidence this inquiry has thus far 

uncovered shows that:

1) living U.S. citizens, m ilitary and civilian, were held in Southeast Asia 

against their w ill after the U .S. Government's statement on April 1 3 ,1 9 73 , 

that no prisoners rem ained alive; and

2 ) the information ava ilab le  to the U.S. Government does not rule out 

the probability that U.S. c itizens are still being held in Southeast Asia.

In fact, classified, declassified and unclassified information a ll confirm 

one startling fact: That DO D in April, 1974, concluded beyond a doubt that 

several hundred living American PO W s remained in captivity in Southeast 

A sia. Th is was a full year after DO D  spokesmen were saying publicly that no 

prisoners rem ained alive.

Evidence uncovered in the several hundred cases reviewed thus far 

clearly demonstrates that, in a disturbing number o f cases, DO D made 

sign ificant errors in draw ing conclusions about live-sighting reports, the 

presumed deaths of individuals, or about individuals that were unaccounted 

for at the conclusion o f the war. Although many cases were resolved correctly
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based upon the tiles, there were too many errors apparent to rule out the need 

to undertake and complete the review of the "unresolved" cases.

Staff also concluded that DOD spent an excessive amount of effort in 

discrediting live-sighting reports, while exaggerating or mishandling forensic 

data in order to confirm a presumptive finding of death. DOD appeared to 

be more anxious to declare a presumptive finding of death than in following 

up reports of sightings with creative investigative work.

Furthermore, there is evidence of insensitivity on the part of the 

Executive Branch of the U.S. Government in providing complete and accurate 

information to the next-of-kin of missing American servicemen.

The classified evidence in DIA files suggests a pattern by a few U.S. 

Government officials of misleading Congressional inquiries by concealing 

information, and misinterpreting or manipulating data in government files. 

Interested Senators and staff with proper clearances no doubt will want to 

review the classified files themselves and draw their own conclusions.

The 1973 Policy decision

Those who have not dealt with the POW/MIA issue may find it 
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difficult to understand how DOD's analysis of the information could be in 

error. Unfortunately, sta ff believes that DOD has allowed its procedures to 

be dictated by a pre-conceived policy finding.

The New York Times reported on April 12, 1973, as follows:

W ASHINGTON, April 12 (A P )-T h e  Pentagon, two 
months after the first American prisoners o f war began 

coining home, said today that it had no evidence that 

there were any more prisoners still alive in a ll o f 

Indochina.

Despite the fact that interviews with all returning 

prisoners are nearly complete, a Pentagon official, D r. 

Roger Shields, said that none of the 1,389 Americans 

listed as m issing were now technically considered 

prisoners. "We have no indication at this time that 

there are any Americans m issing alive in Indochina," 

D r. Sh ie ld s said at a news conference.

D r. Shields w as at that time A ssistant Secretary of Defense, but he w as 

following guidance issued on that date by the Department o f State in a 

memorandum to D O D  which stated that "There are no more prisoners in 

Southeast Asia. They are  all dead." This directive was issued imm ediately 

after the return of the last PO W s in O PERA TIO N  HOM ECOM ING. Th is 

finding was made despite that the fact that none o f the hundreds o f POW/ 

MLAs that the Pathet Lao  publicly acknowledged holding were ever returned 

from Laos. There were hundreds o f live-sighting reports on file in 1973. 

Thousands of such reports have continued to be received since then.
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Process for "Presumption of Death"

Since it w as official policy, then, that a ll M IAs were dead, it became a 

bureaucratic necessity for all "unresolved" cases to be resolved in favor of a 

presumed finding of death.

Each respective military service from time to time convenes its own 

special commissions to pronounce on individual cases. Such a commission 

has before it at least three categories of information: The first is intelligence- 

related information concerning the individual. The second is eyewitness 

accounts of the loss event. The third is the so -called "incident report"-the  

official report of the loss incident.

If a year passes without new information, the respective m ilitary 

service can convene a commission to determ ine whether a presumptive 

finding of death should be declared.

The April, 1973, statement o f policy w as a political statement, rather 

than a finding according to statutory authority. A s a result, the m ilitary 

services subsequently reviewed each individual case those who previously 

had been declared dead en masse. And in every case except one, the 

commissions made a determination of a presumptive finding o f death.
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Because of th is procedure, the bureaucratic necessity arose for 

discrediting any evidence that might cast doubt on the mass presumptive 

finding of death of April, 1973. From the standpoint of law and m ilitary 

regulations, the procedure followed in each case gave a legal affirmation to 

the original political statement.

Therefore, in order to discredit any information which might undermine 

the political thesis, the analysis o f intelligence files fell into a systematic 

pattern of debunking information contrary to the thesis.

Th is systematic debunking included discrediting of reports, possib le 

intimidation of witnesses, dism issal of credible evidence through technicalities, 

and--if a ll e lse  fa iled -th e  arbitrary disregard of evidence contrary to the 

thesis.

D O D ’s Working Hypothesis

An analysis o f D O D 's working hypothesis for fully accounting for 

American M IAs is the key to understanding the discrepancies between 

DO D's position on the POW  issue and the evidence uncovered by the staff.

D O D 's prem ise, beginning in April, 1973, has been that all M IAs are 

dead; the corollary, therefore, is that DO D must never find any evidence that
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any M IA is alive. The best evidence, in DO D 's opinion, is a set o f physical 

rem ains that can be identified as a specific individual on the POW/MIA list. 

Once such an identification has been made, the case o f that individual can be 

removed forever from the list. This is an easie r task than to accept live- 

sighting reports that might point to a living POW , thereby necessitating 

appropriate follow-up action.

It is a reasonable assumption to remove POW /MIAs from the list 

when rem ains are identified, if  the identification is correct. B u t the fact is that 

in a sign ificant number of cases, such identifications have been made on the 

basis o f inadequate physical evidence, using presum ptive deductions that 

may or may not be true. The pressure to identify sets o f rem ains even has 

resulted in specific cases where caskets have been buried with full m ilitary 

honors as the "remains" of the individual when, in fact, the casket is empty.

Therefore, DO D acts on its premise by vigorously investigating for the 

rem ains of dead M IAs. The list of M IAs presum ed dead following the 

conclusion o f the w ar totalled 2,383. DOD has received and claimed to have 

identified a total o f 280 sets o f remains since 1973.

Any fu ll accounting o f M IAs, according to DO D 's working hypothesis, 

would necessarily involve only those cases in which e ither a presumptive 

finding of death could be made, or else full or partia l rem ains could be 

discovered. As each presumptive finding of death is declared or set o f

Interim Report -14



c (

remains is identified, D IA  would remove, as accounted for, the nam es that 

matched those on the original M IA list. In this respect, DOD claim s that D IA  

has vigorously investigated and resolved hundreds of such cases.

The policy o f DO D is to focus attention on the cases where some 

evidence, no matter how sm all, o f physical remains can be recovered. Bu t 

even while DOD enthusiastically and vigorously investigates rem ains case-- 

no matter how fragm en tary -it ju st as vigorously discredits live-sighting and 

other w itness accounts. Throughout the 1970s and 1980s hundreds o f 

thousands of A sians fled V ietnam, Cambodia and Laos. These refugees 

provided many first-hand reports, or knew  by second- or third-hand reports, 

o f American prisoners being held in their respective countries.

To date, over 11 ,700 accounts have been received by DOD; 1 ,400 o f 

these are first-hand, live-sighting reports. D IA  claim s to have analyzed fully 

each of these live-sighting reports, and to have left "no stone unturned" in 

searching for living prisoners. A fter analyzing the live-sighting reports, D IA  

has concluded that the majority are not related to living American PO W s, 

w ith the possib le exception o f a sm all percentage o f reports that D IA  

describes as "unresolved."

However, no "resolved" case has ever concluded that an American 

PO W  rem ains captive in Southeast Asia. In this way D IA  concludes that 

there is no evidence o f Americans currently being held captive in Southeast
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Asia. This contention is consistent with both the working hypothesis described 

above and with DIA 's apparent success at rem oving from the MI A list names 

that involve only those cases in which rem ains are identified, or a finding of 

death declared.

Insofar as these discrepancies relate to the 1 ,400 first-hand reports of 

liv ing prisoners, DO D's original premise com es into question. Numerous 

live-sighting reports have been erroneously discredited by D IA  analysts. 

M oreover, sta ff has reason to believe that D O D  has m isidentified the 

rem ain s o f scores of MIAs, and has incorrectly presum ed dead many others.

This analytical bias is typical of a bureaucracy defending an established 

policy at a ll costs, even if it means denying the obvious. It is also a typical 

characteristic o f an out-moded paradigm that can  no longer explain the real 

w orld  or real facts. I f  the original premise of D O D  had been that at least some 

o f the 2,383 M IAs were alive, then DO D would have been forced by 

circum stance to view the evidence collected, includ ing the hundreds o f live- 

sigh ting reports, from an objective standpoint. T he  relevance and valid ity o f 

each  report could have been judged on its own m erits rather than whether it 

supported a  pre-determ ined hypothesis that no liv ing POW/MIAs rem ained.

Unfortunately, DO D choose to make its own analysis, without proper 

leg isla tive  oversight. C laim ing extreme sensitiv ity and possib le threats to 

sources and methods of intelligence gathering, D O D  evaded the proper
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oversight that would have assured the objectivity o f their process, The result 

has been a d isservice to the POW/MIAs, their fam ilies and the American 

people.
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Importance of the Problem

The resolution o f these questions is important not only to any MIA/ 

PO W s who may be still alive, but a lso  to the fam ilies involved. It is also 

important to the late o f any possible POWs in a future military action. With 

200 ,000 U.S. troops now deployed to the Persian  Gulf, the question of 

possib le prisoners of war once again oecomes an urgent matter.

Moreover, the resolution of issues relating to Southeast A sia is a key 

priority o f our nation's foreign policy. Secretary o f State Jam es A. B ake r III 

stated recently that the POW/MIA issue is the last rem aining obstacle to 

resum ption of relations with the government o f V ietnam . But i f  it turns out 

that V ietnam has been concealing the existence of PO W s, then it would be a 

complicating factor in in itiating relations with the present regime.

Interim Repon -18



SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON 
MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS 

May 1, 1991 
5:30 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT

Chairman Ivan Ivan 
Vice-Chairman Richard Foster 
Representative Max Gruenberg

MEMBERS ABSENT

Representative Cliff Davidson 
Representative Mike W. Miller

COMMITTEE CALENDAR

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 41: Relating to missing American Service 
personnel.

WITNESS REGISTER

PREVIOUS ACTION

ACTION NARRATIVE

TAPE 13, SIDE A 
Number 000

The House Special Committee on Military and Veterans Affairs 
meeting was called to order by Chairman Ivan at 5:30 p.m. 
Members present were Representatives Ivan, Foster and Gruenberg.

Chairman Ivan announced that the committee would hear House Joint 
Resolution 41, relating to missing American service personnel. 
He recognized committee staff, Tom Wright.

Number 023

Tom Wright, House Special Committee on Military and Veterans 
Affairs staff, stated that the resolution was brought to the 
committee's attention by Rep. Jerry Hefner of Oklahoma, The 
purpose of the resolution was to recognize that there still 
existed the probability of POW/MIA's in Southeast Asia and that 
the federal government needed to continue investigations into the 
status of those missing personnel. He further stated a zero
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fiscal note had been prepared by the committee and was in the 
committee members' packets. Mr. Wright added that he would 
answer any questions from the committee on HJR 41.

Number 053

Rep. Gruenberg asked that if the word "probability" found on page 
1, line 10, and on page 2, line 7, was the language used in the 
U.S. Senate Interim Report on the Southeast Asian POW/MIA Issue. 
Mr. Wright replied that he had not yet received the report and 
was not sure if the word "probability" was used. He stated the 
language for HJR 41 was basically that used by the Oklahoma
legislature and they included the word "probability".

Rep. Gruenberg moved that the word "probability" be replaced with 
possibility". Chairman Ivan asked for objections. Hearing none, 
the amendment by Rep. Gruenberg was adopted.

Number 169

Rep. Gruenberg noted that the resolution made reference to 
American service personnel in World War II, the Korean and Viet 
Nam conflicts. He moved that on page 2, line 27, the words "in 
Southeast Asia" be deleted since it made no reference to World 
War II nor the Korean conflict. Chairman Ivan asked for
objections. There were no objections and Rep. Gruenberg's
second amendment was adopted.

Number 171

Rep. Gruenberg requested that the committee send copies of HJR 41 
to U.S. Senate Majority Leader, George Mitchell, to the sponsors 
of H.R. 1147, the POW/MIA Truth Bill in the U.S. House, the 
chairs of the Senate and House Foreign Relations Committees, and 
the majority and minority leaders of the both Congressional 
bodies. Rep. Gruenberg moved that the inclusion of those he just 
named be included into HJR 41. Chairman Ivan asked for
objections and hearing none, moved that Rep. Gruenberg's third 
amendment be adopted.

Number 200

Rep. Gruenberg commented that on page 2, line 4, the word "Issue" 
should not be capitalized. Mr. Wright stated that the word 
"Issue" was part of the report title and should be capitalized.

Number 205

Rep. Gruenberg then made a motion that the committee adopt the 
Military and Veterans Affairs committee substitute for HJR 41 and 
move it from committee with individual recommendations. Chairman 
Ivan asked if there any objections. There were no objections and
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Chairman Ivan moved the bill from committee with individual 
recommendations.

Number 218

Chairman Ivan asked if the committee members had any other 
business to come before the committee.

Number 212

Mr. Wright expressed concerns about the definitions of the duties 
of the adjutant general as addressed in House Bill 272 and 
whether or not to include language to further define those duties 
or to leave the language as is which is v e r y  broad and gives all 
discretion to the adjutant general.

Number 219

Rep. Gruenberg responded that the definition of duties be worked 
out with the adjutant general and his staff. He also indicated 
the possibility of including in the duties, an annual report by 
the department to include the plans by the active military and 
problems faced by the federal military in the state and possible 
r e m e d i e s .

f
Number 233

Mr. Wright asked if the annual report should include state 
military activities.

Number 246

Rep. Gruenberg stated he would like to have the report focus on 
the active military and not so much the activities of the 
National Guard which he felt were significantly different. He 
added that the Coast Guard should be included w h e n  discussing 
active military.

Number 252

Chairman Ivan stated that he found USAF Lt. Gen. Mclnerney's 
address to the committee informative and the information he 
passed on to legislators could possibly be the basis or format 
for the annual report as far as what should be included. He 
asked Rep. Gruenberg's staff and the committee staff to work on 
the language and bring it back at the beginning of the next 
session.

Number 268

Rep. Gruenberg suggested that the committee introduce companion 
bills to the veterans home should the Senate bills for the 
veterans home be delayed much longer. He requested Mr. Wright to
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ask the Senate bills sponsor if there would be problems with the 
committee introducing companion legislation.

Mr. Wright stated he would ask Sen. Kerttula.

Number 272

Rep. Foster reminded the committee about the proposed committee 
trip to Nome next fall. He suggested that the department send an 
invitation to the Soviet commander from Big Diomede to visit the 
committee while they toured Little Diomede. Rep. Foster 
continued by stating in the age. of perestroika such an invitation 
should be extended and we could learn even more about not only 
our own military's role with the Soviet Union but maybe learn 
more about how they see that role developing.

Number 290

Rep. Gruenberg suggested that the committee find out if a trip to 
Big Diomede would be possible.

Mr. Wright responded that he would request that the department 
look into the possibility of making a tour of Big Diomede.

Number 301

Chairman Ivan stated that the trip taken during Easter break was 
so successful that hiT colleagues in the House and Senate are 
expressing an interest in the fall trip.

Number 303

Mr. Wright stated that he has corresponded with Colonel Carroll, 
Capt. M i k e  Haller and Jeff Morrison of the department to set up 
arrangements for the fall trip. He further stated that the fall 
trip might have to be in the first week of October since that 
date corresponded with the new federal fiscal year.

Number 312

Chairman Ivan stated that Mr. Wright would coordinate the fall 
trip with Rep. Foster's office.

There was no further business before the House Special Committee 
on M i l itary and Veterans Affairs. Chairman Ivan adjourned the 
meeting at 6:00 p.m.



‘Hnitefl £ t a t a  Senate
COMMiTTEI ON fOMUQN DILATIONS 

Wa| wimqT0Ni OC 30 I1O -422S
November 13# 19VO

The Honorable Ju m i  A. baker III 
Secretary of 3tat*
Department of State 
Washingtoni D.C.

Dear staryi

As you know, recent press reports suggest that the Foreign 
Ministor of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, Kr. Nguyen Co 
Thach, last month revealed to the united States in diplomatic 
channels that the Vietnamese Communists were still holding at 
least one specific United States military person named 
"Robinson." Even more significantly, these press reports also 
suggest that the Vietnamese authoritatively admitted that they 
■till held several other United States Prisoners of tier or non
Kissing Xb, Adtion— FCtis/HIAs. If these press reports are_______

. accurate, then they ere extremely significant. I am also 
advised that last aonth Vietnamese Foreign Minister Theah in 

/ N  fact confirmed to the United States that his gauntry still held 
as many as lfl U,$e POtis/KXA*.

Jim, ae yon are no doubt avaxe, on October 29, 1990, Z 
released an Interim Report on the Southeast Asian POti/MXA Issue 
by the U.8. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations Republican 
Staff* This report concluded that there ie a possibility that 
U.S. FOtis and ttlAs say still be held in Southeast Asia.

I therefore request that the State Department provide 
Senators and members of the Committee staff who have the proper 
clearances tb»-reported diplsfhtio cables and/or memoranda of 
conversations concerning these'reported recent high' level 
Vietnamese diplomatic revelations, and alao the record of the 
U.S. responses. Xn addition, Z ask that you request that the 
Defense intelligence Agency, whieh has executive responsibility 
for all intelligence on the POti/XIA issue, provide Senators and 
the ccsa&Ltte* staff the intelligence holdings that DZA may have 
on this reported new high-level diplomatic assertion that 
TOffs/JCX&s ore Still being held.

Sincerely,

j x s s s  m t i s t d p
Copy tot Lieutenant General Harry E. Soya ter, U.S. Army 
Director, Defense Intelligence Agency
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H.R.IIS-7 -
To direct the heads of agencies to disclose information 

concerning United States personnel classified as prisoners of 
war or missing in action after 1940, including from World War 
II, the Korean conflict, and the Vietnam conflict.

IN THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 

t e k  I ? - ,  tajJL

Hr. H i l l e r  of Washington introduced the following bill: which wee 
referred to the Committee on

A  BILL
1 Be it enacted by the Senate and Bouse of Representatives of the United
2 States o f America in Congress assembled,



•  m

2
1 SECTION 1. DISCLOSURE OP INFORMATION CONCERNING UNITED STATES

2 PERSONNEL CLASSIFIED AS PRISONER OF WAR OR

3 MISSING IN ACTION AFTER 1940.

4 (a) IN GENERAL.— Except as provided in section 2, the

5 head of each department or agency which holds or receives any

6 records and information, including live-sighting reports,

7 which have been correlated or possibly correlated to United

8 States personnel listed as prisoner of war or missing in

9 action after 1940, including from World War II, the Korean

10 conflict, and the Vietnam conflict, shall make available to

11 the public all such records and information.

12 (b) DEPARTMENT OF D e fe n s e .— The Department of Defense

13 3hall make available to the public with its records and

14 information a complete listing of United Stater personnel

15 classified as prisoner of war, missing in action, or killed

16 in action (body not returned) after 1940, including from

17 World War II, the Korean conflict, and the Vietnam conflict.

18 The listing shall include—

19 (l) the current classification for each service

20 member; and

21 (2) any changes which have occurred in the service

22 member's classification during or after the conclusion of

23 hostilities of World War II, the Korean conflict, and the

24 Vietnam conflict.

25 SEC. 2. LIMITATIONS ON DISCLOSURE.

MILLWAQ02
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1 (a) Pr o t e c t i o n  o f  So u r c e s  a n d  M e t h o d s .—

2 (1) In GENERAL.— Section 1 does not apply with

3 respect, to information that would reveal sources and

4 methods of intelligence collection that if released would

5 compromise national security.

6 (2) Persons of American parentage.— For purposes of

7 this subsection, information regarding the existence or

8 possible existence of persons of American parentage in

9 communist countries shall not be interpreted compromising

10 national security.

11 (b) S p e c i f i c  M e n t i o n  b y  N a m e .— n o  records ot information,

12 including fatality reports, which specifically mention a

13 United States service member by name and does not correlate

14 or possibly correlate to circumstances which may involve

15 United States personnel listed as prisoner of war or missing

16 in action, shall be made available to the public pursuant to

17 this Act without the expressed written consent of the closest

18 living relative. This proscription does not limit the access

19 of that family member to the information. This authority may

20 not be delegated to any other person or organization without

21 express legal power of attorney from the closest living

22 relative.

23 SEC. 3. DEADLINES.

24 (a) Existing Records and Information.— The head of each

25 department or agency covered in subsection (a) shall make

MILLWA002
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1 records and information available pursuant to this Act not

2 later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this

3 Act.

4 (b) New Records and Information.— if the head of a

5 department or agency covered in subsection (a) receives

6 records and information after the date of the enactment of

7 this Act, such records and information 3hall be made

8 available not later than 180 days after it is received by the

9 department or agency.

10 (c) EXCEPTIONS.— If the head, of a department or agency

11 determines that release of certain records and information

12 after the date required by subsection (a) or (b) will

13 compromise the safety of United States personnel known or

14 thought to be held prisoner of war, then such a determination

15 once made must be immediately reported to and is subject to

16 the review of the appropriate intelligence committees of the

17 United States Congress and the President.

MILLWA002



sob s m 'th

Hnircd States Senate
//A5r-; i ; r j\ . oc ics >o*^80i

\»bruary 21, 1391

Dear Colleague:

We will she rely i'.croauce a reiiolutlc:: t. establish » 
Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Afiaira.

For n e a r l y  a decade, tr;e Fnecacive Branch had deaignated 
the fullest possible r.ccour.ting ot PCW/MIAa aa an i b b u b  cf 
highest national priority. It l b  truly unfortunata that 
despite this designation, there continues to be foot-dragging 
by Communist governments in Southeast Aair and North Korea. 
Moreover, despite 39v$r. different investigations since the 
1 9 7 0‘a, extremely serious charges persist concerning the U.S. 
Government 3 handling or POW/MIA matters. We believe these 
charges &r9 serious enough to warrant further investigation 
by a bipartisan select committee.

We ars a lac very concerned with the issue of POWs ir. the 
Gulf War ar.d Trac's ocwp*lance with the Geneva Conventions 0 : 
1949. We all hope for a swift and favorable resolution to 
the_Gulf .War. However, we believe it is critical that- 
Congress act now to review and assess our Gulf policies and 
objectives as they relate to the return of our captured 
service men and women. The formation of a Senate Select 
Committee on POW/MIA Affairs would strengthen., efforts.-in-the-- 
Senato to address the POW/MIA issue. It would also ensure 
that these efforts are pursued until the fullest possible 
accounting is achieved.

In addition, we believe a Select Committee would provide 
a much-needed structure for a closer, more coordinated 
working relationship with the Administration ' 3 POW/MIA 
Interagency Group. We recognize that several members of 
Congress have made substantial contributions toward 
resolution of POW/MIA matters from Southeast Asia and North 
Korea. We strongly feel that a coordinated approach in the 
Senate on these matters will only further enhance resolution 
of this issue.

Finally, the Houaa of Representatives established a 
House POW/MIA Task Force in 1977. There is no comparable



structure ir. tha Senate ur/,\, unfortunately, r.o Senate 
hearings have been held or. chic matter since 1936 .

If there .is an y  ios.ie aer.:.o;>- enough to justify 
os tab I i ah ir.r a Select .7or.n.it tee, : ■■: is cisarl/ r.j.o POW, MIA 
i B 8 u e . We a lac want t:* assure o-r cr.ileagjes that we veil 
work vitn nhs leadership to f.'rd a mutually acceptable 
funding rr.schanisr.i for the committee.

We have net received 4 aatisfact-.ory accounting of our 
missing Bernice personnel, ar.d the families ar.d concerned 
veterans still wait for arawers. The present FOW situation 
ir. the Gulf has further convinced us that it is vital for the 
Senate to provide an effective oversight structure to address 
POW/MIA m a t t e r s .

We ask you to support the creation of this committee by 
coapcnaoring the Senate resolution which we ’.fill shortly 
introduce. Please contact Oir.o CarluoclO at 43338 to 
cosponsor.

Sincerely,



c h u g s  g r a s s l e y
REGARDING POtf/MlA I t « P »

U U lilf l

Mr.  P r e s i d e n t ,  on J u l y  3 1 ,  Z r o i l  b e f o r e  t h i s  b o d y  t o  p o t *  
s e v e r a l  q u e s t i o n *  r e g a r d i n g  a r e q u e s t  I  h ad  made o f  t h e  D e f e n s e  
Dopar t mai nt  f o r  a c e e a a  t o  e y e w i t n e s s  r e p o r t *  on A m e r i c a n  P r i a o n e r a  o f  
War i n  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a .  I  and  o t h e r *  o f  my c o l l e a g u e *  had b e e n  d e n i e d  
a c e e a a  t o  t h e s e  f i l e *  f o r  t h e  s o l e  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d .  
T h a t  r e s p o n s e  came i n  A p r i l  f r o m  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e  f o r  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  A f f a i r s ,  Mr.  He nr y  Rot ten .  My J u l y  s t a t e m e n t  
b e f o r e  t h i s  b o d y  r a i s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h a t  r e s p o n s e  
f r o m  Mr.  Rowen was  a p p r o p r i a t e .

The d r y  a f t e r  my s t a t e m e n t ,  I r e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  f r o m  A s s i s t a n t
S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e  f o r  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s ,  Mr.  D a v i d  G r i b b i n .  Thac  
l a t t e r  r e v e r t e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  a n n o u n c e d  e a r l i e r  by Mr.  R o v e n ,  and I and 
my c o l l e a g u e s  w s r e  g r a n t e d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  POW f i l e s ,  a l t h o u g h  w i t h  t h s  
m e e t  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  o f  r e s t r i c t i o n s .

Now,  Mr.  P r e s i d e n t ,  l e t  me d e s c r i b e  w h a t  1 mean by ' t h e  m o s t  
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  o f  r e s t r i c t i o n s . '  I  h a v e  t o  g o  t o  t h e  P e n t a g o n  m y s e l f  
and tamp o u t  t h e r e  i f  I  w a n t  t o  r a v i t w  t h e s e  d o c u m e n t s .  I  am n o t  
a l l o w e d  t o  b r i n g  my own s t a f f ,  r s g a r d l a s *  o f  c l e a r a n c e .  I n s t e a d ,  I  
h a v e  t o  b r i n g  s t a f f  f r o m  one  o f  t h r e e  c o m m i t t e e s ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  I  do n o t  
s i t  on a n y  o f  t h e m .  F u r t h e r m o r e , i f  I  l e a v e ,  t h e  s t a f f  h a s  t o  l s a v s  
a s  w e l l .  N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  t h i s  i s  a maximum i n c o n v a n i e n c a  f o r  a
member o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  f o r  d o c u m e n t s  t h a t  a r c  c l a s s i f i e d
m o s t l y  a t  SECRET,  CONFIDENTIAL o r  POR OFFICIAL USE ONLY, w h i c h  i s  n o t  
a c a t e g o r y  o f  e l a s e l f i e a t i o n  a t  a l l .

Now,  Mr.  P r e s i d e n t ,  my p u r p o s e  i n  r a i s i n g  t h i s  i s s u e  t o d a y  i s  n o t
t o  q u a r r e l  w i t h  t h l a  a r r a n g e m e n t  a t  t h i s  t i m e , e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  i s  a
m o s t  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  a r r a n g e s i e n t . I n  t h e  e n d ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  d i d  t h e  
r i g h t  t h i n g  by g r a n t i n g  me and my c o l l o a g u e t  a c c e s s  a f t e r  i t s  i n i t i a l  
r e l u c t a n c e .  And I h a v e  t a k e n  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h i s  a c c e s s  by s p e n d i n g  116  
m a n - h o u r s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  s t a f f ,  p o u r i n g  t h r o u g h  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h e s e  
f i l e s .  H a v i n g  now s e e n  many o f  t h e  r e p o r t s ,  I  am n o t  a t  a l l  c o n v i n c s d  
t h e y  w a r r a n t  s u c h  e x t r e m a  p r e c a u t i o n a r y  m e a s u r e s .  The  q u e s t i o n ,  and  
t h i s  i t  t h e  p u r p o s e  f o r  w h i c h  1 r i s e  t o d a y ,  Mr.  P r e s i d e n t ,  1 s t  What i s  
i t  t h a t  c o m p e l •  s u c h  an u n r e a s o n a b l e  p o s i t i o n  on t h t  p a r t  o f  DcD?

1 may n o t  h a v e  an a n s w e r  t o  t h a t  q u a s t i o n ,  b u t  1 do b e l i e v e  I
h a v e  u n c o v e r e d  t h e  f i r s t  p i s e *  o f  t h s  p u s t l t .



Zt s hows  l i t t l e  i v i n n i M  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  u n d e r  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
f o r  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  a c c e s s  t o  g o v e r n m e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n .  And i t  s ho ws  a 
d e e p  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  l a v s  and p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  h a n d l i n g  
c l a s s i f i e d  I n f o r m a t i o n .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  s u g g e s t s  a l a c k  o f  s w a r i n e s i  
o f  t h e  l i n e  b e t w e e n  a d v o c a c y  o f  a p r i n c i p l e  or  i s s u e ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  
POW i s s u e ,  and t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ' s  own p o s i t i o n .  When a s e l f - d e c l a r e d  
POW a d v o c a t e ,  w h i c h  G r i f f i t h s  l a  i n  h e r  n o n - q u a s i - g o v e r n m e n t a l  r o l e ,  
be g i ’. ns  t o  t a k e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  p o s i t i o n  * a t  f a c e  v e l u e , *  a s  Ms.  
G r i f f i t h s  d e c l a r e s  i n  h s r  memo t h a t  s h e  h a s  d o n e ,  t h e n  t h a t  l i n e  i s  
c r o s s e d .  T h i s  i s  I n d e e d  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  g i v e s  r i s e  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  
w h e t h e r  or  n o t  t h i s  q u e s i - g o v e r n m e n t a l  o f f i c i a l  h a s  b e c o me

' a u r i m s m U t d .  ‘

The mor e  i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n ,  t h o u g h ,  Mr.  P r e s i d e n t ,  i s  wh a t  
i m p a c t  d i d  t h i s  r a t i o n a l e  - -  t h i s  " s k y  i s  f a l l i n g *  h y s t e r i a  - -  h a v e  on 
t h e  D e f e n s e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  a c c e s s  o f  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  S e n a t o r s  t o  e y e w i t n e s s  a c c o u n t s  o f  POWs,  v h l c h  d o c u m e n t s  e r e  
e i t h e r  SECRET.  CONFIDENTIAL o r  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY - -  n o t  TOP SECRET 
o r  Code  Word c l a s s i f i e d ?  Why i s  i t  t h a t  a q u a s i - g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l  
c a n  s e e  t h e m ,  b u t  n o t  a U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t o r ?  And why I s  i t  t h a t  a 
q u a s i - g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l  c a n  d i c t a t e  o r  h e a v i l y  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  a c c e s s  
p o l i c y  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e ?

I t  i s  my h o p e ,  Mr.  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h a t  t h e  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  
w i l l  b e c o me  c l e a r e r  i n  t h e  w e e k s  a h e a d  a s  t h o s e  o f  us  who a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  c o n t i n u e  o u r  o v e r s i g h t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  I 
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  o n - g o i n g  m a t t e r  w i t h  my c o l l e a g u e s  on  
t h i s  f l o o r  f r o m t i m e  t o  t i m e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  u n t i l  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  
r e s o l v e d .

Thank y o u ,  Mr.  P r e s i d e n t .



•  •

STATEMENT BY SENATOR CHUCK GRASSLEY 
7 / 3 1 / 9 0

Mr.  P r e s i d e n t ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  a moment  o f  my c o l l e a g u e s ’ t i m e  
t o  a d d r e s s  w h a t  I c o n s i d e r  t o  be a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  and c u r i o u s  
m a t t e r  .

L i k e  m o s t  o f  my c o l l e a g u e s ,  I  h a v e  t r i e d  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  i n q u i r i e s  
f r o m  my c o n s t i t u e n t s  a b o u t  t h e  POW/MIA i s s u e .  Many o f  t he m a r e  
c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  we h a v e  n o t  d o n e  a l l  we c a n  t o  r e s o l v e  t h i s  i s s u e .
I h a v e  c o m m i t t e d  m y s e l f ,  a s  o t h e r s  o f  my c o l l e a g u e s  h a v e  d o n e ,  t o  
v e r i f y i n g  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s ,  i n  f a c t ,  d o n e  
e v e r y t h i n g  i t  c a n .

L a s t  s u mme r ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e  i s s u e d  w h a t  i s  c a l l e d  t h e  
POW/MIA F a c t  B o o k .  I n  i t ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  s t a t e s  t h e  U . S .  G o v e r n me n t  
i s  d o i n g  a l l  i t  c a n  t o  h e l p  r e s o l v e  t h e  POW/MIA i s s u e .  S i n c e  t h e  
e n d . o f  t h e  V i e t n a m  War,  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  a c q u i r e d  o v e r  1 0 , 0 0 0  
r e p o r t s  on  s i g h t i n g s  o f  POWs.  Of t h e s e  1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  some 1 2 0 0  a r e  
f i r s t - h a n d  l i v e  s i g h t i n g  r e p o r t s .  Some o f  t h e s e  a r e  c a s e s  a s  y e t  
u n v e r i f i e d ,  s ome a r e  s u s p e c t e d  t o  be  f a b r i c a t i o n s ,  and some  
a l l e g e d l y  p e r t a i n  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  s i n c e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r .

On Mar c h  2 3 ,  f u l l y  f o u r  m o n t h s  a g o ,  I  s e n t  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e  r e q u e s t i n g  a c c e s s  t o  t h e s e  d o c u m e n t s .  I  a s k e d  
f o r  t h e  d o c u m e n t s  i n  i n s t a l l m e n t s  o v e r  a p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  t r y i n g  t o  
m i t i g a t e  t h e  w o r k l o a d  and e f f o r t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  my r e q u e s t .  T h i s  
was  a p r e t t y  s t r a i g h t - f o r w a r d ,  s i m p l e  r e q u e s t  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  
t h e  U . S .  G o v e r n m e n t  c l a i m s  t o  be p r o u d  o f  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  
t h o r o u g h n e s s  o f  i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  a n a l y s i s  and  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  
POW/MIA i s s u e .

On A p r i l  1 6 ,  I  r e c e i v e d  a r e s p o n s e  t o  my r e q u e s t .  I t  came f r o m  
A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e  f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  A f f a i r s  
He n r y  S .  R o w e n .

Mr.  R o w e n ' s  r e s p o n s e ,  Mr.  P r e s i d e n t ,  was  t o  d e n y  a member  o f  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  a c c e s s  t o  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  s o l e l y  on  t h e  b a s i s  
t h a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  CLASSI FI ED.  S i n c e  whe n  i s  t h a t  a c o n d i t i o n  
f o r  w i t h h o l d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  a U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t o r ?

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  Mr.  R o w e n ’ s l e t t e r ,  I  w r o t e  a s e c o n d  l e t t e r  t o  
S e c r e t a r y  C h e n e y  d a t e d  May 24 i n d i c a t i n g  - -  w i t h  i r r i t a t i o n ,  I  
m i g h t  a d d  - -  m y ' d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  u n a c c e p t a b l e ,  
b u r e a u c r a t i c  r e s p o n s e .  I  h a v e  y e t  t o  r e c e i v e  a r e p l y ,  and  i t ’ s now 
o v e r  t wo  m o u t h s  l a t e r .
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Honor Desert Storm PO Ws by remembering others kissed goodbye
UMtiMC U  C o l C tiffon f M. Aazc, 19.

C a lif
Air Fanr  CoL David W  Ebaiy, 4J, 

(iokkbom  N f.
Air Force t if i Thuour E  G riffith , J4, 

GuUibart\ N.C.
' U rrite  CW O Guy I . Ihw let, 46, Camp 

ftn fa m  C rd if
A ir Fonx CapL Harry A4. Huberts, 3d  

Sanmmak, Go.
Air F a n e  M v  Je ffrey  S. Tree, 3S,ScBcrs- 

v d k , r x

N aryU . Lawrence ft. Slade, 26. Virginia 
Jcach, Va.

Nary LL Jeffrey N . Zaun. 21, C hary  
I I *  H I

T k K K iia lh cb o M iA iK n cH p iii- 
cnersat varcaptoed and bdd by Ike Iraqn 
AnnOpenriw Octal Storm.

As Ibe grim A an id 'w u  proceeds, the 
America, fmbbc km  drswnnsatmcd its 
strong support far the troops fighboiia tbc 
tU Je Eat. Whatever the pasocd in h i- 
akace that attilions of people any Ted 
short the policies driving tbc war. the bcii 
■ J w m  cunhl in the vanes of battle

cajoy the sympathy, adninlioa amd 
prayers of ■ action at war.

Tboae bcU ia enemy capUrky occupy * 
special placxofremooc and ydofhenor Gar 
the crod, Urtuons ordeal at mutt hope 
they aie H i alive to codmc

Remember I ban. Do boi let then be 
forgotten as ibe memories of ihcii captaied 
comradcs-it-arms froca carter anus have 
been allowed to drift irtolbeaaists of timet 
Most ecmhfy, do not aBov them So be 
abandoned as those who acre left by a 
calloas, syoical government that 
Ucachaoudy dvtmrgrd ihowisnds of 
Americas fOWs knowingly left behind ia 
Soalheafl Asia after the Vienna War.

Tbotc abutdooed moo ait be bitter lega- 
cy of a port in bistory wtxn the Unoted

States lost its way. Wbca tbc peace accords 
ended the Americas role ia the wu with 
Victual in 197). all the prisoners of war 
were to have beta ideated, and thousands 
were. Thousands o f  others were aot.and tbc 
government's iakdigencc agencies k m  it, 
even iftho public aad members of Congress 
did not

Richard Niioo cat a scad deal with 
llanos that tadodcd payment of J4 bilioa 
ia rsehany fo r all prisoners. Niaow never 
told Congress about the letter he signed, and 
whu the adrainisi ration sought the annney, 
Coagiesa refused.

V ietaaro had a doenneni in hnsd, a eoo- 
toct at it were. When the contract was 
broken, they retained some 2 )̂00 Amcsi- 
can pnaaocn. Neither the A asesican pobhc 
nor Congress knew abosltbcmrt Ibe time, 
bat people ia Che porcrancal did.

Ts have nposed their presence a raid 
have been erahatraisaig. The inlcBiprane 
agencies had tooandb to hide, iadadoagan 
Segal’‘secret war" ia Laos and a Inciative 
In t fa a ia i operation to finance it snr- 
rtptitisudy.oUof the gkur even of official' 
tcratnry.

Aay probing far pntoocr-of war camp* 
might have revealed the iflidt activities of 
the CIA and ipttRiyatx operatives in tbc 
Defease Department, so they stonewsftsd 
and ILbricatfd an elaborate He thatrtnaaiaa 
official policy to this day; No live prisoners 
remained

ofli vc pri»oaen— froaaeycwitacrtt^pfao- 
topafhs and sateftise hsepa —  Sam 
saoccsdutg presidential arfcniocatsrtioas 
have perpetnated the Sc.

A book pmUijkcd last fad, Xas the Bay* 
Goodbye by MeniknJeatai SSevcaaon 
aad WiBata Stevenson, exposes the pooplc 
and events that were pert of the caloaluo*

Now the Select CoonuUoc on hrtefa- 
Bmcchvsbcqia, lkhnv^h awahtosdoal/.
to toad its wesgtawflvrtfnrityaB m ealing 
the troth— gleaned not teas We wm Uaet 
“ofBdaT reports fm m  h n f y a i  rgca- 
ocs nod in the cover-ttp hot than the saw 
don. The committee psodaood an iainin 
report'hr] October that aaniattriitri. and*- 
fsarrtisffy coo&roed, (he fiirriiam loca

ascnlcd ia K im  the B o y  Goodbye.
Cotasailtoe Chairman k su  tlchna has 

isdicaled dot the fiaal report, with tpocific 
aad damniag evidence, mny be retearod llit 
week. Already a anmbrr of aenrturt haVc 
cspreaacd uneven m estabbdnyg a tcfad 
consmiltec, wnft subpoena posaer, 10 badd 
cm the findings of tint report. -  •

Sourocs witfaaa the ooaunidM have tng- 
gertod, tboagh aot coafiroaod. Wat m  onay 
a  300 to 400 Aaaerkan aaea aaay atS be in 
captivity, if act in Virtual, pnoddy (* 
Lnoa or even in tbc Soviet Union. 
steps —  M Wadkiagton and lliu n — i j U  
been taken to aaiac “pfannble dcniab' '  
ly"

Eighteen yeaa of dcoeii tube the u d  of 
aaorvcring We troth af the acre iSfficsb, 
C b a p u a d n a K a a ly n q n d h k ia  
cover o d  heal the ngfy wauaW ft drocp̂  
bon, betrayal and thriilfaaartg as tbc

le rroeeAeriag tbottc ef Desert Star* 
bdd captive; do not faqtt Ibe boya kinod 
goodbye.

I far + ? t
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Campaign launched to account for POWs, MIAs
■ Backers hope to gel 

support from legislators
EO STYCH a s s o c i a h d p k s s

ks (he number of Americans missing 
in the Persian Gulf mounts, a national 
campaign aimed at accounting for sol­
diers missing in Vietnam was launched 
Friday in St. Paul.

“What happened in Vietnam could very 
well be the same scenario that will occur 
wben the issue is finished in the Middle 
East," said Tracy Usry, a special investi­
gator for the Republican staff of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee.

Retired Navy Capt. Eugene McDaniel, 
who organized the campaign, said the 
gulf war will help refocus attention on

PO W s from  p rev iou s w a rs . He sa id  he 

and  o ther p r iso n er-o f-w a r and  m is s in g in -  
a c t io n  a c t iv is t s  w ill  w ork to e n su re  that 

e ach  so ld ie r  m is s in g  in  the P e r s ia n  G ulf 
i s  accounted  for.

“W e'd lik e  to re a ssu re  the f a m il ie s  of 
tho se m is s in g  in the M idd le E a s t  that 

they  w il l  be un lik e  those th a t w e re  le ft 
beh ind in  Sou theast A s ia ,"  sa id  M cD an ie l, 
who w a s  a  POW fo r s ix  y e a r s  in  V iet­
n am . ‘T h e y  w i l l  be com ing  hom e a t  the 
end o f th is  w a r  b ecau se  o f the pub lic  
d eba te  tha t h a s been crea ted  in  th is  coun­
t r y ,"

U sry  and  M cD an ie l te s t if ie d  before 
M inneso ta la w m a k e r s , u rg in g  them  to 
p a s s  re so lu tio n s a sk in g  C ong re ss to ap-

firo ve  two b i l l s  th a t su p p o rte rs s a y  m ay  
ead to the re tu rn  o f V ietnam  M IAs.

One o f the re so lu tio n s a s k s  C o ng re ss to

en ac t the I’OW-MIA tru th  b ill ,  w h ich  w a s  
in troduced  in  la te  1989 and  fa i le d  (o  ge t 
out o f com m ittee  la s t  y ea r .

The p ropo sa l would  re q u ire  g o ve rn ­
m ent o f f ic ia ls  to d isc lo se  in fo rm atio n  on 
a lle g ed  live  s ig h t in g s  o f A m erican  s o l­
d ie r s  m is s in g  in  W orld W ar I I  and the 
K o rean  and  V ie tnam  w a r s .

Under the b il l ,  so u rc e s  and  m ethods 
used  to co lle c t the re p o r ts  w ou ld  be c en ­
so red  to pro tect n a t io n a l se cu r ity .

The second re so lu tio n  u rg e s  C ongre ss 
to continue fund in g  o f the PO W -M lA  sp e ­
c ia l  in v e s t ig a t io n  th a t 's  b e in g  conducted 
by  the Senate  F o re ig n  R e la t io n s  C om m it­
tee.

The POW-MIA a c t iv i s t s  sa id  they w ill 
a sk  a l l  s ta te  le g is la tu re s  to p a s s  s im i la r  
re so lu tion s. T he  e ffo r t i s  expected  to c u l­
m in a te  w ith  a m arch  on  W ash ington  in

Die sp r in g .

M ore than  8 8 ,00 0  A m erican s a r e  lis ted  
a s  m is s in g  from  W orld W ar I I  and  the 
V ietnam  and Korean w a r s , a cco rd in g  In 
the M innesota V eteran s A ffa ir s  D epart 
m ent.

U sry and the o ther a c t iv is t s  te st if ie d  
before a jo in t h e a r in g  of the S en a te  Vet 
e ran s  and  G enera l L e g is la t io n  Com m it 
tee and the House G en e ra l L e g i s l a t i< 4 £  
V eterans A ffa ir s and  G am in g  C o m n ^ P  
tee.

B e fo re  the hearing , about ISO peop le  
ra llie d  fo r an  hour on the  s ta te  C ap ito l 
s tep s to show  support fo r the re so lu tio n s

M ost of the d em on stra to rs w e re  v e te r ­
an s and w ore m ilit a r y  un ifo rm s. S e v e ra l 
c a rr ie d  A m erican  f la g s  o r POW f la g s  

that had the in sc rip tio n , "Y o u  a r e  not 
fo rgotten "



(Coverups about POWs a betrayal of liberty and a threat to us all
I l 'l  l i f t  when a lx»ok m in i's  along tlial has th e  

ixrtrntiul to make a  significant impact on  American 
fiolilus K u i llir IIoyj CtKxlhpe, by M onika Jensen- 
f Im -in o n  and William Stevenson, is th a t rare book

| Rend (his book, an d  yiai will never look at govern­
ment again in quite the sam e way. This is (lie story of 
how our government - • at h ast a core o f it hitkkm 
•way in the bowels o f niiliuoal security agencies — 
deliberately betrayed A m criran p risoners o f  war in 
Vietnam O ur governm ent knew  there  w ere  living 
fOW i l td  behind, an d  resorted to lies, intim idation, 
disinformation, frameops. rharacter assassination and 
tnwiUy even m unler to  kie|> that disgusting secret.

■ Men who would betray  com rades, m en  w ho would 
deliberately leave b eh ind  Americans to  suffer and

(lie In captivity and w ho would attack th o se  try ing  to 
ell the Iru lh  are dangerous men. Such indecency 

and fanaticism, or in sonic cases, cynicism  and cow- 
krdicc, put at risk o u r liberty They w ould  betray  
Anyone or anything -  including the  C onstitu tion

< Jensen Stevenson was an Em m y-w inning producer 
tor the CBS show 60 M inutes. S h e  stum bled  in to  th is 
(uvernm ent mafia w hen she decided to d o  a 60 Min-

Charley Reese
OF THE SENTINEL STAFF

iitea segm ent on  Bobby Garfield, a  Marine POW who 
finally cam e ou t, only to  be  fram ed as a d ese rte r  The 
governm ent feared  G arfield 's knowledge of o llirr  liv­
ing POWs, so it se t out to  d iscred it him.

As soon as sh e  began to  ask questions, sh e  Ix-gnn 
to get anunytnnus th rea ts. She began to be shadow ed 
by clean  cut m en  with th e  look o f  governm ent w rit­
ten  all over them  Som eone even ex tingu ished  the 
pilot lights on th e  gas appliances in  her Georgetown

luiine, w hich could have led to an explosion

You can  gel a copy of th is  book at your favorite 
txxikslore or library. It's a D ullon  bonk published by 
Ihc P enguin  G roup Ask for it D em and it. I alm ost 
feel like p rin ting  bum per slickers urging Am ericans 
lo read th is  Itook. It has th a t kind of impact

If enough  Am ericans read  it. it has the  potential to 
generate th e  political Iteal to  excise a dangerous c a n ­
cer lha t h as  developed in W -a.iinglon and rem ains 
hidden by a  group tha t u se s  the  sam e tactics a s  Ihc 
Mafia — except lh a t th is g roup has infinitely m ore 
resources. T he ordinary Mafia can’t bury the  e v i­
dence ag a in st it u n d er security  classifications.

Kiss the Roys Goodbye reads like •  spy thriller, 
only all Ihc nam es and people are real. Jensen  S te ­
venson tells (he story ju s t as she discovered it. It is 
not a textbook on th e  issue o f  m issing  in action so l­
diers. It is an exciting story  of determ ined people 
pursu ing  th e  tru th  through th e  W ashington b u reau c­
racy and  th e  back alleys o f S ou theast Asia

Jcnsen-S levcnson  becam e so absorbed as the m a g ­
nitude o f th e  enverup becam e eviden t that she  left 
CBS to w ork on th is book

liead it, and  you'll understand what a villain Itep 
S tephen Solar?, I) Brooklyn, is In  view of his pile u  
an anli war m an m Vietnam and  as one o f the chief 
figures in discrediting and  allocking anyone wlxi came 
forward w ith  inforinalion  about living POWs, it Is 
ironic that he  became a  war hawk for the Persian G ulf 

B ut you'll find inure than  vdlu ins, cowards and 
cynics. You'll also find heroes uud  heroine* People 
like Capl R rd  McDaniel, a fo rm er POW w ho gave up  
a prom ising Navy career lo p u rsu e  th e  tru th  about 
th e  MIAs People like Ross P erot, Ihe T exas billion­
aire, who stubbornly  pursued  th e  tru th  People like a 
w onderfu l g ro u p  o f  V ietnam  v e ts  w ith  th e ir ow n 
intelligence netw ork, who com e forward In help and 
to protect those  trying to tell th e  tru th .

Som e of th e  finest people Am erica has ever pro­
duced  need your help, am i som e of Ihc wurst need In 
be rooted ou t and  prosecuted You can sta rt the ball 
Inward doing bulb by buying an d  reading th is book.

It is m ore than  Ihc slory o f how  Ihe governm ent 
betrayed its POWs and  then covered  up  the crim e II 
is the  story o f  how" a fret- governm ent can becom e 
dangerously corrupted  by unaccountable  m en using  
national security  as a  camouflage'.

Ja n u a ry  2 2 , 1991  - ORLANDO SENTINEL
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Report ftiels fight to find truth about 1968 Laos raid
► The wife of a man missing in 
action in Laos says a recent report 
indicates there were survivors of 
an attack where her husband was 
stationed.
Bv OavME. Htndrfx
T h e  P r t i t E n l t r p r i u __________________________________________

For 22 years Ann Holland bas battled blgh-ranking 
US. officials, her family and herself, arguing that 
nobody could prove all the Americans atop a  super- 
secret radar site In northern Laos were killed In a 1968 
communist raid.

Recently, one of the same American agencies with 
which she bas fought, notified her that she bad a  new­
found ally: A high-ranking Laotian official who led the 
raid against the mountaJntop CIA post.

The notification ts a  signlflcanl disclosure by US. 
officials of evidence that American Air Force techni­
cians survived the epic March II, 1968, battle. A top 
secret Air Force report acknowledges that the Ameri­
can air war against North Vietnam changed slgnlfl- 
canUy after the fall of w h B t was known as Lima Sile 85.

The she's overthrow also significantly changed 
Holland's life: h e r husband. Air Force Tech. Sgl. 
Melvin A. Holland, was one of the II men captured or 
killed In ihe raid. Until Dec. 10, Holland could gel no 
American officials lo publicly acknowledge that there 
was evidence som e of the men might have suivlved.

On Dec. 10, the Air Force Casualty Office forwarded 
Ann Holland a message from US. officials in Bangkok. 
Thailand. The message said a Laotian genera] In

Augusl and Seplember Interviews told an Air Force 
Intelligence officer Ifcat "two or three Americans had 
been wounded and taken away by the (North) 
Vietnamese forces" after the Site 85 battle. "He added 
that the Pathet Lao bad standing orders to send all 
captured Americans to Vietnam since ihe Palhel Lao 
had no facilities to care for them."

For Holland, the message Is more Uran vindication 
aboul events that happened after her husband was sent 
lo Southeast Asia.

The new report, she hopes, will make officials 
believe o ther Information lhat bas come lo her 
attention during the past five years: Thai some of Ube 
men, including her husband, were alive as recently as 
1987. She hopes also (hat someone seriously will 
consider reports that a 1984 CIA-sanctioned attempt lo 
rescue Site 85 survivors was aborted by other 
American officials.

A Department of Defense spokesman called the new 
report "Interesting" bul said no comment could be 
made about Ihe Information or any Investigation aboul 
Its contents.

“We Co no! discuss the specifics of any ongoing 
Investigation," said LL Cmdr. Ned Lundquist, a 
Pentagon public aflalrs officer.

The new Information comes on the eve of a 
scheduled report by the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee aboul the POW-MIA issue. A preliminary 
report Oct 29 charged Ibat U.S. authorities have 
consistently discounted Lhelr own intelligence reports 
trial hundreds of American POWs were left behind at 
the end of Uie Vietnam War and some remained alive 
In the 1980s.

A committee staU member said recently lhat Ihe 
final report would be even harder hitting aboul alleged

Ann Holland
husband lost in Laos

American negligence of its missing servicemen 
The story ol Site 85, and Ihe fate of Its II missing 

men, Involves secrecy and Intrigue at Ihe highest 
levels II includes supervisors whose names years later 
became publicly familiar during Ihe Iran-Conlra 
hearings and who handled some ot the nation's more 
sensitive covert activities.

For 15 years the U S government would not 
acknowledge publicly that anyone was even missing

Tht P ito-Lnltipmt
M elvin H olland
in 1967

froi.i alop the mountain Even Ihe agency responsible 
lor LC-lennining the fate of Ihe Americans did not 
know for years that they were missing 

In September 1967. some 48 Air Force lechnjcluns 
who would staff Site 85 were asked to accept 
discharges and be added to the work rosters ol 
Lockheed Corp, which had produced the equipment 
they would use. They spent their last two weeks In Ihe 

Please see HOLLAND, D-2

Information flows in -ffiL -. _ TEAM 2GUisonQiiu
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N ation/w orld

Report on POWs holds chilling
By David Evans
Chicago T-ibuna

W A S H IN G T O N — T h e  S e n a te  
repo rt on  the fate o f  A m e r ic a 's  
V ie tn am -e ra  p r iso n e r s  o f  w ar is 
su re  to fan the flam es o f  a long - 
s im m e r in g  d e b a te  th a t p o s s ib ly  
h u n d red s o f  A m e r ican  p r iso n e r s  
were left b eh ind  in Sou th ea st A sia.

T h e  re p o r t  c o m e s  at a  t im e  
w h en  up  to 3 0 0 ,0 0 0  A m e r ic a n  
troop s in c rea s in g ly  face the p ro s­
pect o f  a w ar w ith  Iraq  in  w h ich  
som e o f  them  w ou ld  be taken  p r is ­
oner, and  it ra ise s  the q u e stio n  o f  
w h e t h e r  th e  U .S . g o v e r n m e n t  
w ou ld  expend  every  efTorr to get 
them  b ack  a t the end  o f  ho st ilit ie s .

“W hen  the troop s f in  S au d i A ra­
b ia ] le am  that we left m en in  cap ­
t iv ity , I ’m  no t su re  w hat th ey ’re 
go in g  to th in k ,"  sa id  retired N avy 
C ap t . E u g en e  “ R e d ” M cD a n ie l, 
w ho w as sho t dow n  in  M ay  1 96 7  
a n d -sp e n t  s ix  years a s  a PO W  in 
N orth  V ie tnam .

Bu t the p rob lem  is not un iq u e  
to  th e  V ie tn a m  W a r .  A ro u n d
8 ,0 0 0  k n o w n  U .S . p r iso n e r s  and  
o ther m is s in g  pe rsonne l w ere un -

news for
a gen cy ’s  secre t f ile s  e ve r s in ce . B u t 
b ecau se  o f  the co n t in u in g  co n tro ­
versy  o ver the  m atte r , the P e n ta ­
g o n ’ c o n d u c te d  a f iv e -m o n th  re ­
v ie w  o f  a b o u t  1 0 0  u n r e s o lv e d  
PO W /M IA  c a se  file s in  1 9 8 6 . T h is  
e ffo rt w a s  headed  by  retired  A ir 
F o rce  L t . G en . E u g en e  T igh e .

F ro m  1 9 7 4  to  1 9 8 1 , T ig h e  w as 
d epu ty  c h ie f  an d  then  the h ead  o f  
the D e fe n se  In te llig e n c e  A gency . 
The so -c a lle d  T ig h e  R ep o rt con ­
c luded  that A m erican  PO W s were 
s t il l a liv e  in  S o u th ea st A sia .

In  an  in te rv iew  la s t  w eek , T ig h e  
sa id , “T he re  a re  rep o rts o f  A m er i­
c an s a liv e  in  So u th ea st A sia  that 
canno t be d iscard ed . W e ’ve had  a ll 
k in d s o f  live  s ig h t in g  re p o n s , and  
som e o f  them  w ere  d ism is se d  su m ­
m ar ily , and  th a t bo the rs m e ."

T he  P e n ta g o n  rebutted  the S en ­
a te  rep o rt T h u r sd a y , s a y in g  the 
D e fe n s e  D e p a r tm e n t  " d i d  n o t 
conc lud e  in  A p r il 1 9 7 4  o r a t any  
o th e r t im e  th a t se v e ra l h un d red  
liv in g  A m e r ican  P O W s rem a in ed  
in c a p t iv ity .”

In  e ffect, th is  sta tem en t den ied  
the e x isten ce  o f  the 1 9 7 4  D e fen se

a c co u n te d  fo r  a fte r  the  K o re a n  
W ar.

In a 1 955  repo rt, P en ta go n  o ff i­
c ia ls  no ted  that so m e  PO W s were 
tra n s fe r red  to  C h in a  an d  S o v ie t  
S ib e r ia  early  in  the w a r  and  that 
the U .S . n eve r p u r su e d  n e g o t ia ­
t io n s  fo r th e ir  re tu rn  b ecau se  it 
d id  no t reco gn ize  the C o m m u n is t  
reg im e  in  C h in a , w here  m any  were 
b e lieved  to be he ld .

T h e  la test repo rt, re leased  M on ­
d ay  a s  p a n  o f  a  c o n t in u in g  in v e s t i­
g a t io n  by R e p u b lic a n  Sen s. Jesse: 
H e lm s  o f  N o r th  C a r o l in a  a n d  
C h a r le s  G ra ss le y  o f  Io w a , charged  
th a t “ the e v id ence  in d ic a te s  that 
the U .S . go ve rnm en t m ade  a d ec i­
s io n  to  ab andon  U .S . c it iz e n s  s t il l 
in  the c u sto d y  o f  . , .  V ie tn am , 
L a o s  an d  C am b o d ia  a t the co n ­
c lu s io n  o f  the U .S . in v o lv e m e n t"  
in  the V ie tn am  W ar.

A lthough  591  A m erican  p r iso n ­
e rs w ere  rep a tr ia ted  in  1 9 7 3 , the 
S e n a te  r e p o r t  s a id ,  m o re  th a n
4 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n n e l r e m a in  u n a c ­
coun ted  for, in c lu d in g  hund red s o f  
a irm en  sho t dow n  o v e r  L ao s .

T h e  report ch arged  that c la s s i­

In te llig e n ce  A gency  repo rt and  the 
f in d in g s  o f  the 1 9 8 6  T ig h e  report.

In  ad d it io n , th e  N a t io n a l League  
o f  F a m ilie s  o f  A m erican  P r iso n e rs 
a n d  M is s in g  in  S o u th ea st A sia  on 
W ed n e sd ay  lam b a sted  the Senate  
rep o rt— titled  " In te r im  R epo rt on 
th e  S o u th e a s t  A s ia n  PO W /M IA  
I s s u e ” — as " in a c c u r a t e ,  m is le a d ­
in g , d isto rted  a n d  ex trem e ly  s im ­
p l i s t ic .”

B u t  the  g ro u p ’s  d ir e c to r , A nn  
G r i f f i t h s ,  s a id  h e r  o r g a n iz a t io n  
" d o e s n ’t ru le  o u t  the  p o s s ib i li t y  
th a t so m e  cou ld  s t il l be  a liv e .”

G ra ss le y  sp en t a  w eek  in  Sep ­
te m b e r  r e v ie w in g  a b o u t  5 0 0  o f  
1 ,2 0 0  PO W /M IA  s ig h t in g  reports. 
“ N o b o d y 's  gone  th ro u gh  the o ther 
7 0 0  s ig h t in g  r e p o r t s ,  b u t a f te r  
s p e n d in g  fo u r  d a y s  g o in g  o v e r  
th o se  f ile s , I c a n  te ll you  that there 
a r e  a  l o t  o f  u n a n s w e r e d  
q u e s t io n s ."  G ra ss le y  sa id .

O ne p e r so n  h o p in g  so m e  are  
s t i l l  a liv e  is A nn  C u rran  o f  B cn - 
se n v il le . 111., the m o th e r o f  M ar in e  
1 st L t . P a tr ic k  C u rra n , the b o m ­
b a rd ie r  o n  an  A -6  je t  that w a s 
sh o t  dow n  over L a o s  in  1 96 9 .

fied e v id en ce  in  the f ile s  o f  the 
D e f e n s e  I n t e l l i g e n c e  A g e n c y ,  
w h ich  track s the s ta tu s o f  u n a c ­
co un ted -fo r P O W s and  M IA s. su g ­
ge sts a p a tte rn  “ by a few U .S . go v ­
e rn m e n t  o f f ic ia ls  o f  m is le a d in g  
c o n g r e s s io n a l in q u ir ie s  by  c o n ­
cea lin g  in fo rm a tio n  and  m is in te r ­
p re t in g  o r m a n ip u la t in g  d a ta  in  
go ve rnm en t f i le s ."

T h e  r e p o r t  s to p p e d  s h o r t  o f  
c it in g  n am e s bu t is  part o f  a c o n ­
t in u in g  in v e st ig a t io n .

M c D a n ie l,  w h o  su p p o r te d  the 
co n c lu s io n s  o f  the la te st in v e st ig a ­
t io n , d ec la red , “ I w as an  ab so lu te  
be liever that w e a ll c am e  h o m e "—  
u n til 1 9 8 5 . T h a t ’s w hen an A rm y 
co lone l on  the N at io n a l S ecu r ity  
C o u n c il c o n f irm e d  to h im  th a t 
p r iso n e rs w ere s t i l l  a liv e  in  So u th ­
east A s ia , M cD an ie l sa id .

T he  Sen a te  repo rt c ited  the a c ­
t iv it ie s  o f  the D e fen se  In te llig e n ce  
A g e n c y , w h ic h  “ a u t h o r i t a t iv e ly  
co n c lu d ed  a s  la te  a s  A p r il 1 9 7 4  
t h a t  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  l i v i n g  
PO W /M IA s w ere  s t il l he ld  cap tive  
in  So u th ea st A s ia ."

T he  repo rt h a s  rem a in ed  in  the

" T h e  se a rch  p la n e s  h e a rd  the  
beep  from  h is  su rv iv a l rad io , so  
they kn ew  he su rv iv e d ,"  she  sa id . 
L t . C u rran  w as never fo und , h ow ­
ever, and  in  1 9 7 8  he w as a d m in is ­
tra tiv e ly  c la ss if ie d  a s  “k ille d  in  a c ­
t io n , body  not reco vered .’’ 

"A m e r ic a n s  h av e  been seen  in  
L a o s ,"  sh e  sa id . “ W as he to rtured , 
i s  h e  h u n g r y ?  T h e s e  a r e  th e  
q u e s t io n s  th a t  j u s t  b r e a k  y o d r  
h eart, an d  fo u r U .S . a d m in is t r a ­
t io n s h ave  done n o th in g ."  i 

T o  re so lve  the co n t in u in g  co h - 
troversy , T ig h e  recom m ended  th a t 
an  independen t p re s id en tia l c o m ­
m iss io n  be created  and  str ip  cu stp - 
d y  o f the file s from  the D efen se  
In te lligen ce  A gency . ;

M cD an ie l no ted  that " a c co rd in g  
to  the s tu d ie s I ’v e  seen , 3 9  percent 
o f  u s h it the g round  a live . Had! I 
know n  in  1 96 7  w ha t I kno w  now  
abou t m y go ve rnm en t, I cou ld  not 
h ave  h u n g  on  [ in  c a p t iv ity ] fo r 
2 .1 1 0  d a y s ."

H e ad d ed , " M y  ad v ic e  to the 
boys in  the M idd le  E a s t  is: D o rt’t 
get c ap tu red ."  ;

U.S. soldiers in gulf
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B£HtNO THE SCENES WITH PEOPLE W THE HEAOUNES

Ex-POW: 
Gulf troops 
are uneasy

■ Amanwfcpspenttayeanln 
North VlefnamVlnfamous 
“Hanoi HUtoo" prison camp 
says today’s soldiers fear 
they'll suffer ihe samd fate.

Eugene “Red" McDaniel, 
founder of the conservative 
American Defense Institute, 
says, Tve given talks at dozens 
of military bases, and the first 
question to typically whether I 
think POWs still remain in 
Vietnam. I throw the question 
beck at them, and the response 
is always over 90% ‘yes.’

“That means almost all the 
servicemen preparing for war 
In the gulf know the govern­
ment might abandon them."

McDaniel, 59, has been try­
ing since 1985 to win release of 
US. prisoners he rinim* are 
still held In Vietnam. “It's Im­
portant that we resolve the Is­
sue to reassure the troops."

The Pentagon casts doubt on 
moat reports of righting* 

“When I went to war, I was 
prepared to be killed, to be 
wounded, even to be a prisooer 
of war, but I was oot prepared 
to be aoandooed by the coun­
try that sent me there."

, J ( —  CMTOi J. CxtoUtltdM

► Guff citato, 5A
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O ^ i r .  2 S / * * Has CIA concealed American POWs?
Well, George, I  go in looking for prisoners, but I  spend 
aUrny tm * discovering the government kas been mov­
ing drugs amund the world and it involved in illegal 
arms deals. . J  can't get at the prisoners because of the 
corruption among our own covert people*

— Rots Psroi, on hit March for American POWS In 
Southeast Asia, to Vtee President George Bash, 1 8 8 7 .

William Webster was ywom in aa the di­
rector of the Central Intelligence Agency 
on May 26,1987. He selected, from ail 
the epook books in the CIA library. Bill 
Stevenson's “A Man Called Intrepid” as 
the text for his inaugural sermon. It is 
the 8toryofthe ace Brit spymaster Sir 
William Stephenson, code named In­

trepid The new CIA boss sought to inspire his troops 
with Intrepid’* uplifting dictum that intelligence work 
requires men of grsat integrity, because when you op*
. erate in absolute secrecy, free from most rules of be­
havior, abueo ernes easily.

Spy crtft expert Steveneoni* warm Indochina after 1973— to 
a vetannSouiheaet Aria war secret ftooconfreeaionaieauti* 
eomepondeatwhohaealwayi ay that eonsacfitaadiTitiee were
been ©ndoMpxofarek»al terms, feamcedbypwfita from drug 
andcanefiSyadm am gcithein- piofitearins.Bec*o*aafiilI»ficila 
telKgeneeeervteaecf Greet B n i. «£fbrt to ftoPO W e might ex- 
airultraaiandtbeUnitodState*. poee the agency's daadeetine 
HaweaaweJooaefueitatthe jafcroriainLaoeaBdCandwdia, 
C ^ ’eeyivaa headquarter* in ru* Stevenson say* the CIA abuwd 
snlLangiiy, Va. tit eeereeyprfviliseabyTMieaal-

ThaCIAnolongw*ft#apl*ce ingioM intoiigec?* report* 
ter Bill Stevenson at it* table. dboat captured Americana gtiil 

Stevaneoa, in a recent book aKvetnSoutheetfAria* 
caaed*rKf o  the Bovs Goodbye* Even recently, CIA pmoanel
co-written by hi* wife, a former 
producer for “GO Mante*.* has 
lehiatantty eoodhadad that the

Msigoed to iovwdsate repozb of 
arftrics American rervfo«nen 
were need as cover tar iterating

CIA behaved in a bm tiyfittbiea a id  waring reftigee* to fight on
toward American POWettiH the ridaaftfaefenoridal Khmer
captive in Southeast Aria after Rouge against the H*n«-«ap-
the Vietnam peaoteccmtit of parted fevenunasttaCm bixfla,
1973. said Steven**.

Stevenson **yi the CIA con- Ae lata »e November 1383
tinned a eecmaati-coinmunist thsrowwacreddble report of 20
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iINION

POW wife fought like a soldier for 25 years
B y  E u g e n e  B . M cD an ie l

M arian  Shcllon, Ihe wife of a POW from  Ihe 
Vielnnm W ar, w as buried in Arlington N a­
tional C em etery tndny. She went lo her 

grave  convinced that her husband, Air Force Col. 
C harles Shcllon, is slill a live  som ew here in South­
east Asia. She was' equally convinced that evidence 
ol his surv ival is being suppressed. The m other of 
five took h er own life on Oct. S after a  q u a rte r  of a 
cen tury  ol seeking Ihe tru th  nt>oul h er husband’s 
fate.

Was she the trag ic , but deluded, victim  of the 
prisoner of w ar controversy? T rag ic , yes; deluded, 
no The overw helm ing weight of evidence is on her 
side Incredib le a s  it seem s. Ihe issue of A m ericans 
slill a live in V ietnam  is no fantasy.

The evidence h a s  escaped public scru tiny  because 
it is enm eshed  in Ihe n rcane realm  of espionage. A 
faceless, but powerful, clique of intelligence o p e ra ­
tives h a s  controlled certain  sensitive foreign policy 
issues through five presidencies They control by 
withholding inform ation, and this will continue until 
a public outcry pu ls an end In it.

What is this evidence?
■  I)  Hidden from  public view is a la rge  body of 

p recise, high-quality intelligence exam ined by Lt. 
(len. Eugene Tighe, widely regarded  as a m as te r  of 
Ihe intelligence crnft What Tighe glcnned frnm  in­
telligence reports corresponds closely with in form a­
tion provided independently hy a M arine who was 
released  from  Ihe V ietnam ese prison system  in 1979

Itelore any debriefing, that M arine. Hubby H ar­
wood, endured a  court m artia l on trum ped up 
charges of desertion In-briefers finally m ade it

W as she Ihe tragic, bul deluded, victim of the prisoner ol war 
controversy? tragic, yes: deluded, no. The overwhelming 

weight of evidence is on her side Incredible as it seems, the issue 
of Americans still alive in Vietnam is no fantasy.

Auoclttod Pr*u 
Marian Stratton

c le a r  to him , even w ith photos, that visual and hu ­
m an  intelligence m ethods allowed experts In a ssem ­
ble a detailed  record of his w hereabouts throughout 
his im prisonm ent. M arian  Shelton m anaged  to ob­
tain  docum ents conlirm ing th is astounding cap ab ili­
ty in regard  to o ther p risoners, including her h u s­
band.

■  2) T exas industrialist II. Ross P ero t, n m em ­
ber of a special com m ission headed hy T ighe 
charged  with exam ining POW evidence in 1986, was 
invited to visit Hanoi by Ihe V ietnam ese leadership . 
They acknowledged that the A m ericans w ere  there. 
P e ro t's  goal was to lay Ihc groundwork for form al 
negotiations. To his exaspera tion , his report to P re s ­
ident Ronald Reagen brought no action, m aking it 
c le a r  that low-level bu reau c ra ts  w ere controlling the 
issue.

Many will ask: What m otive could th e re  he to 
suppress effo rts lhat could result in the re lease  of 
these A m ericans?

The most significant m otive pertains to Ihe d e te r­
m ination of the "secre t governm ent" of intelligence 
b u reau cra ts  to retain  their foreign policy pow er and

pursue the ir  p riv a te  agenda. In Southeast Asia, that 
m eans keeping up the m ilita ry  p re ssu re  against the 
Hanni-dom inated governm ents in Laos am i C am bo­
dia. Any substan tial US IIanoi ag reem en t would 
th rea ten  th is agenda.

Yet ano ther reason  is em b a rra ssm e n t. The longer 
the POWs languished in cap tiv ity , Ihe  m ore e m b a r­
rassing  would it be when they w ere  re tu rn ed  to 
A m erica. The zeal for supporting and  waging secre t 
w arfa re , m oreover, led to p rac tices of the sort lh a t. 
in tu rn , led to prosecution in the  Iran -con tra  case.

The V ietnam ese, for the ir  p a r t, a re  holding A m eri­
can POWs for the  sam e reason  they held F rench  
POWs from  th e ir  previous w ar — a s  bargain ing 
chips for aid  and  dip lom atic objectives. The POWs 
were also  co lla tera l for Ihe paym ent of rep ara tio n s 
agreed  to hy P resident R ichard  Nixnn, which w ere 
never paid.

Over Ihc past severa l y ea rs , I 've supplied m ate ria l 
and guidance to Monika Jensen-S levcnson and Wil­
liam Stevenson for their recen tly  re leased  book, Kiss 
the Hoys Goodbye. Even if one d iscoun ts the  vast 
m ajority  of evidence in th is hook, such as Ihc m a te r i­

a l regard ing  C harles and M arian  Shelton, it is d e a r  
th a t we a re  dealing  with a scandal f a r  surpassing  
W atergate.

Some a re  astounded that th is could occu r without 
som eone blowing Ihe whistle. Some have tried , only 
to be rebuffed at every  tu rn . M arian  Shelton and her 
son, a fo rm er m ilita ry  chap lain , w ere harassed  be 
yond endurance  by Ihe unelected foreign policym ak­
e rs  only for voicing what they believed to be true  
O thers, including decornted Vietnam  veterans, have  
had their cred ib ility  questioned for daring  lo d issen t.

The N ational le a g u e  of Fam ilies, of which M arian 
w as once a nalional d irec ln r, has done nnlhing In 
slop the effort lo silence those who ask too m any 
questions Ih e  leagu r som etim es s rem s to he con- 
trilm im g to the h arassm en t M arian  once said, "T he 
league w as s ia ricd  hy wives to force a  w artim e 
ad in in istra iion  lo ac t on behalf of their m en held in 
prison cam ps Now it ’s run by the  governm ent ns a 
front to kill npen d iscussion ." H er children  urged m e 
to  s tress  th a t sad rea lity  in th is artic le

By co n trast, m any fam ilies, active-duty  serv ice 
personnel, fo rm er POW s, and ve le ran s a re  carry ing  
on M arian Shelton’s c rusade  T hey’re  calling  for Ihe 
kind of courage  on the  part of our elected  officials 
th a t will lend to the  negotiated  re lease  of our up-to- 
now abandoned m en before any  m ore of (hem die.

M arian  Shelton 's fight is over. She can  now rest in 
Arlington N ational C em etery . The fight for our 
POWs is not over. We cannot rest.

Capt McDaniel (USN-Retired) spent six years in a  Hanoi 
POW camp He is ptesidenl ot Ihe American Defense 
Institute in Washinglon, DC
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Group offers 
reward in bid 
to find MIAs

By LULU YU
A GROUP o f American! set- 
t i n |  sail for Vietnam th is 
week is offering USS2.5 mil­
lion (HKS19.5 m illion) to 
any one who can produce US 
servicemen declared missing 
in action Bom the Vietnam 
War.

The group, led by former 
C oniresim an Bill Hendon, 
plans to release hundreds of he­
lium-tilled balloona with m o ­
uses attached to them along 
the Vietnam coast this week­
end.

The messages, wrapped in 
sandwich bigs and written in 
Vietnamese, will offer the 
muln-million reward to anyooe 
who can hdp MIA servicemen 
escape from the Indochinese 
countries of Vietnam, Laos and 
Kampuchea.

Strong winds this dmc of the 
year are expected to carry the 
balloons to extensive areas of 
Indochina, particularly along 
the banks of the Mekong River.

The boat which the Ameri­
c a n  are using foe the ambitiCMS 
m ission is, ironically, one 
which achieved a similar mis­
sion for a group of Vietnamese 
people -J yean ago.

The 65-ft luxury cruiser was 
ones a tattered fishing boat 
which refugees used for their eg- 
cape to Hongkong. Those refu­
gees, who told their bost to Mr 
John Scrivener in 1979, hare 
since been resettled in the US.

On Friday Mr Scrivener will 
be charting his cruiaer, renamed 
Little John Thomas, back to 
where it originally cams from -  
this time in a bid to hdp Ameri-
rgnn

*1 don't know any MIAs in 
Vietnam, but I have a lot of 
companion for than. 1 like to 
do »h*t I can to help," said Mr

□  MrBil Hoodoo
Scrivener, a fond manager who 
spent two yean  working in 
Vietnam in the late 1960a.

M r Hendon, a long-Uma 
lobbyist for the rescue of MIAa 
and pnsoocs of the Vietnam 
War, said yesterday the missoa 
was the lates in a seria of civil­
ian efforts towirda the recovery 
of the misting sotdien.

‘ We are going to deliver this 
message If you c u  nuke an 
American pilot a free man, well 
oaks you a very rich man. Wo 
don't care who that persoa ia, a  
long i i  h t can bring out to  
MIA, ws'U p v t  him the foil 
reward,” said Mr Hendon.

T h a n  ar* an  ssu rnatsd  
140ft as iin — s raaadad in 
V isSM t I t  yens a t e  Ameri­
can troops pullsd our. o f the

Said Mr Hendon. Republi­
can Congressman until I9S6 
■ net presently the chairman of 
the POW PubUoty Fund: “The 
queasoo ia no longer whether 
the men are than. The question 
is bow <So we get them our.

"T he American Govern­
ment ia still counting on diplo­

macy, but diplomacy has failed 
for the last 16 years. We're go­
ing to do the best we can to 
spread the word to is  many 
people in Indochina ai potnble.

"Who knows, maybe some­
one will get the message m a few 
days, or in a few months, and 
we will have the chance of u v - 
mg one MIA”

Mr Jeffrey Doiahue. an­
other long-time champion of 
the controversial MIA iuue, 
said he and another group of 
Anwftf in i h id made a 
attempt at Dying mesragc bal­
loons over the Mekong River us 
September 1987.

Mr Donahue is desperate to 
rescue hit brother, Mayor Mor­
gan Donabue, whom he be- 
Qerea ia alive in Laos.

The 1987 attem pt failed 
when Thai authorities inter­
vened at the Thar-Laos border 
and put a hall to the release of 
balloons. .

Efforts by Mr Donahue, Mr 
Hendon and others included 
dropping m csagr leaflets in the 
Mekong River, interviewing 
potential witnesses in Indo­
china and lobbying Washington 
for usiRsoee.

Joint American-Vietnamese 
(earns saged an unprecedented 
search last September for wit­
nesses of plane crashes involv­
ing Amerkao troopa during the 
Vietnam War.

BuL lika previous American 
efforts, tbs search faded to bring 
out any MIAs.

Mr Hendon said the USJ15 
m illion rew ard  has been 
pledged by 11 congressmen and 
lobbyisa and represented a first 
step in tha use o f a reward in- 
oentrva.

“ If w« can bring out jutt one 
MIA I'm sura more moocy will 
be pledged and more efforts will 
be pm into it."

T r a d i t io n
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Information flows in 
about Site 85 men

UhlVTtJ/k.

where those sj i were, where Lhoee 
s u  A ir Korce guys were taken 
prisoner," one or me rescue team 
members said. "They're not on Any 
lu i, euner. What tint they do wan 
(uccouMint to r) those people?" 
me source asked.

In 1988, Holland and other Site 
M families received additional in’ 
lunnaiiun, this from  a man who 
claimed lo be a lo rm e r Air Foret 
m lellisence officer who was re­
searching Site 83. The num. who 
also provided information lo  The 
Piess-Lnierpnsc on Uic cnndluon 
he not tie idenufled by name, 
dtsclased detailed inlormauon pre­
viously known only to e limited 
number o l m ilitary and intelli­
gence offtciuts and recently publi­
cized in me book 'Kiss The Hoys 
Goodbye."

The man said two Australian 
journalIsu met with American 
POWs held neur Laung Prubang in 
central Luos In 1987. Just belure 
leaving Loos, me jourruilisu ulleg- 
eaiy were handed live photo graphs 
uf Americans then being held in a 
northern Laoijan POW camp.

"Each picture nan a name, writ­
ten in botn Laotian and Engltsn on 
me back o l ihe photograph," a 
wrillen statement Irom  the man 
said. One of the live named was 
Holland. Another o f Ihe lust names 
was Price. One o f the missing Site 
83 lechnlcluns is Duvid S. Price.

The rnah in mid-iHttg severed 
contact with me fam ilies and The 
Preis-Enterprise and disappeared. 
Efforts by congressional Inveillgu- 
tun u> dnd him Ituvc proved 
fram es*

Another report that at least 
three Amencuru survived me Site 
83 ussav.it cume m tale October m a 
San Bernardino Interview, a  fo r­
m er That Intelligence officer, one 
o l four Thai neldworken wno 
supervised activities fo r me C1a m 
Luos, said he directed field Interro- i
gallons o f captured communist of- j
fleers because o f his linguistic 
skills.

The fo rm e r CIA contract officer, 
who spoke on condition he not bn 
idenuded because he feared repri­
sals against family members In 
Soulheust Asia, said one of the 
captured officers was a  North 
Vietnamese lieutenant named ChL 
Chi, me That officer said, told him 1
mol at least three Amencuns from  k
She 83 were captured.

The Thai officer said he kept L l  
Chi as a servant fo r a lengthy 
period and found him lo  be a 
truthrul man. The Thai said he was 
reiueigned and afte r the fa ll of 
Liua kihJd othur CIA ettsuworkara 
whul hod happened to Chi. Chi, the 
Thai was told, wus taken vp In a 
helicopter urtd pushed out the 
door.

Escept lo r  her attorney in a suit 
against me Umied Mates govern- 
menl, Ann Holland in 1983 had 
wurked alone fo r I f  years in her 
(luesl fo r In lorm auon about me 
Sue 83 men

True to me code ol secrecy to 
whicn me Air Force asked tamihes 
of SUe 85 workers io udnere, none 
of Ihe workers' wives corre- 
-imnded wun each oilier.

In July 1985 Holland auended a 
nominal cunvenuun o f relulivcs o f 
MIAs and found people wn<j hud 
been looking fo r her because o f me
*Ui(.

I found somebody who knew 
W hu l I wus talking uDoul," she sa id , 
her voice ugam choking wun emo- 
tiun. "They Hugged me und said, 
‘ You're not ulone anym ore .'"

Infom iuilon snowbolled to Hol­
land. She hadn't even known mm 
Ihe mountain was called Site 85. 
She leumed mat oitlda ls knew 
weeks before me mountain fe ll 
mat II would be overrun and inai 
some o f me men survived and 
were captured. Her "Deep Throat" 
source luld her the Air Force fo r 10 
days was ready I t  try lo  mount a 
rescue effort bul thai plans were 
called off.

She also eventually received 
from (he A ir Force a packet o f 
infurmution mat included un intel­
ligence report about an American 
survivor from  Phuu Pha Till. Tne 
survivor was described os u male 
Cuucuslun m nts curly lo t und 
weunng llgnt colored glasses.

Melvin would huve been 11 at 
(he lime o f Ihe sighUug out did 
wear glosses.
' In Hie sume repon, detense 
intelligence unalysts discredited 
me Inlurmotlon solely because II 
wus believed mere were no Phou 
Pnu Thl survivure.

“ I remember looking at (hat and 
saying. T hey  did lake u prisoner 
uud ho was weurmg glasses.' And t 
suid, Those busturus lied (o me,' ”  
she said o f Department ut Defense 
personnel.

In Murch 1986 she received 
m ore in lorm auon mat reinforced 
ner beliefs. The Press-Enterprise 
reported about an alleged CIA- 
sanctioned clandestine rescue at- 
tempt on beha lf o f Site 83 survi­
vors. Holland was Lie Drat fumily 
member contacted about the story.

According to four o f me team 
members, who spoke on me condi­
tion they not be identified, sis 
American survivors o f Ihe Sue 83 
rind were being held In o Lootlun 
prison cave in 1984. Two members 
o f me attempted rescue team were 
former CIA ugcnu, one a SpccluJ 
Forces officer und Ihe other un 
Army inlcUIgence officer.

One o f the she Site 83 survivors 
died o l bleeding ulcers in 1983, 
drupptng me number number uf 
survivors ta Iv c . me team mem­
bers wild. The m ljt lon  » a  scullled 
by Dcpurimem o f Defense Inter­
vention, they sold.

The CIA, In keeping with IU 
policy, declined to connrm o r deny 
such un operation. The Defense 
Intelligence Agency POW/MIA 
spokesman In 1988, Col. Ilowurd 
Hill, a lo rm er POW himself, sold 
he was unfam iliar with Ihe Site 83 
a ate.

"Phou P h i Thl Mountain is

S-imu ovwsq 
Tam a ua
MttfUAff yy -

CLOSED 
TODAY

F U R N I T U R E

MATTF
•EVER*FIRMNESS1 
a EVERT

I Sl7E o •EVERT
I QUAEtTV

BUY IT TODAY
7 DAYS A WEEK on any Seuiy Po 
*  PLUS FREE DELIVERY" * PL! 
w PLUS 30 DAY SLEEP SATlSFA

LOWEST PRI
FULL jOUEENI >SEALY

CLASSIC REST
PSiV.*?_______POSTURE
RIUOW
INTREPID
POSTVHEPtOC

*83*9 |‘ 167!9 1*1

‘127*91‘777!9|‘3

597“  ‘167*9 |‘377»l«4

S5 9 7 U8

PLAN GREAT 
WEEKENDS WITH

/ra»V . i

RIVERSIDE: 10000 M *g n o llf l (714) 687-6770 • S 
RANCHO MIRAGE: 7 :

03



JERRY W. HEFNER
Stato Roprosontativo 

District 12

Slate Capitol Bldg.
Room 304E 

Oklahoma City, OK 73105-4885 
(405) 521-2711

COMMITTEES: 
Votorans Aftairs 

Chairman

Enorgy, Environment and 
Natural Resources 

Tourism and Recreation 
Transportation 

Rulos

RECEIVED

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES J 0 a *l
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

STATE CAPITOL 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 73105-4885

April 4, 1991

The Honorable-Ben Grussendorf 
SpeaJcer-'o'f the House 
State Capitol 
P. 0. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Speaker Grussendorf:

The Oklahoma House of Representatives sponsored a 
Public Hearing at the State Capitol on March 26th 
of this year for the purpose of increasing the 
federal government's involvement in locating the3 
POW/MIA's from the Viet Nam, Laos and Korean wars1.

House Concurrent Resolution 1013 was passed in 
support of this effort. I am writing to encourage 
Alaska to join us in this endeavor and I am 
challenging every state to pass a Resolution to do 
the same. This still is an extremely important 
issue and hopefully by working together, we can 
change the process to locate our missing prisoners 
of war and bring them home.

Time is of the essence. Minnesota and Florida 
passed a similar Resolution and other states have 
pending legislation. Please let me know if you 
will be able to help. If you have any questions or 
need background information, please do not hesitate 
to contact me.

Sincerely,

rerryW. Hefner 
State Representative 
District 12

JWH/pi



A laska State L egislature
House of Representatives

House Joint Resolution 41 was introduced by the House Special 
Committee on Military and Veterans Affairs to recognize that 
POW/MIA's probably still exist in Southeast Asia. The resolution 
requests that Congress increase the federal governments 
involvement in locating POW/MIA's from the Viet Nam, Laos and 
Korean Wars, other states are passing similar resolutions.

In 1990, the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee released an 
interim report that concluded that American Service personnel 
were held in Southeast Asia after the end of the Viet Nam 
conflict and that information available to the U.S. government 
does not rule out the probability that American service personnel 
are still being held. In fact, the Department of Defense has 
received more than 11,700 live sighting reports of POW/MIA's 
since 1973, 1,400 of those are first-hand, live sighting reports, 
and the department admits there are a number of unresolved and 
discrepancy cases.

The resolution requests Congress to appoint a select committee to 
assist in the obtaining of information in government files on 
missing American service personnel; urges Congress to begin 
committee hearings immediately to consider enacting the POW/MIA 
Truth Hill, H.R. 1147, introduced by Representative John Miller 
o f V T a n d  requests Congress to continue funding its investigation 
into the status of missing American service personnel in an 
effort to resolve the POW/MIA situation in Southeast Asia.
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House State Affairs Committee 
Representative Gene Kubina, Chair
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House State Affairs Committee 
Representative Gene Kubina, Chair

r  ■ ■,*j; ‘v' . . : - \ j t— - i't

D A TE : May 10, 1991 PLACE: Capitol, Room 102

SUB JEC T  OF MEETING:
*HB 157 - Relating to Approp: Barrier Free

Facility Fund 
HJR 41 - Relating to MIA/POW American Service 

Personnel

NAME REPRESENTING BUSINESS/PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS ZIP (H) PHONE (W) PHONE
DO YOU WANT 
TO  TE S T IF Y ?

WHAT SUBJECT/ 
WHICH BILL?

v5&m
9 7 5 S r e t t & f & U j  A & i *

4 V Z - S / M © N
M e m

^ o n d y  ( P u  li<7^c S e  I f 2 C , 4 z z 4 3 463S//4- N
H & i v s

TbovC
CjVifv/cV CHvVfv-4t>\

f

1 m  u  t  H
u - z t w

( , . 6 0 Z o 0 N

_ / a J ^  f t *  k S>/^ • N
H 6  I T ?  ■

4 W  £  r & i & t s o i : ( S t F

* o >  7 * * = -  

xS"~ ■ ( s ' l & Z j (f 7 ) N m  u s .

' h t h b f ' A -
<y < L ' P '

h ^ 0  N t p S g> N

S a p P'V c & d l p i n i d f o L - i z k M 1 £> N ft b f i t

Q ( * V f A / ^

Cr
^ i7 L - Q h O N H n > n 8

n k , u v M A t J l j U p l 7 J 2 \ j ? 7 ® ' i
( s '  T ^ H O - -*  1 (

^ " N

N
: v

Y N
I X

Y N

1/1




