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COTTEN AND KUBINA SPONSOR RESOLUTIONS SUPPORTING OPEN 

PRIMARIES.

Today Sen. Sam Cotten D-Eagle River and Rep. Gene Kubina 

D-Valdez introduced SCR 30 and HCR 50, resolutions supporting 

open primary elections. The resolutions have strong 

bipartisan support. SCR 30 has fourteen cosponsors, who 

comprise two-thirds of the Senate's total membership. Eight 

are Democrats and six are Republicans.

The resolutions express strong support for the open system 

under which elections are currently conducted and requests 

that the parties reconsider their earlier decisions to conduct 

closed primaries :

"I disagree with those who feel Alaska's primaries must be 

closed in order to strengthen political parties and provide 

for party discipline." said Cotten. "I oppose the idea of 

forcing Alaskans to only vote for one party."

Both Cotten and Kubina added that they had hoped that the 

resolutions, which have strong bipartisan support from the 

Senate, and strong support in the House would spur the
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Republican Party of Alaska to back off from their position to 

force the change to the more restrictive closed primaries.

"I don't think that closed primaries enhance the democratic 

process." stressed Kubina. "Alaskans, by and large, like to 

vote across party lines, making their decision based upon the 

particular candidate."

This past weekend the Republican State Central Committee 

reaffirmed support for closed primaries so Cotten and Kubina 

felt that it was necessary to introduce the resolutions.

The Supreme Court has ruled that parties can force the closure 

of state primary elections.

The House and Senate State Affairs Committees are also working 

jointly on legislation which will attempt to resolve the 

problem of abiding with the the desires of a political party 

yet will keep Alaska's primary system as open and unrestricted 

as possible.
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SPONSOR STATEMENT

HCR 50 was introduced to express strong support for the open 
primary system under which Alaska has operated since 1968. It 
further requests the parties to reconsider their decisions to close 
their primaries. HCR 50 has bipartisan support and would enhance 
the democratic process for Alaskans.
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Dale Referred: February 10, 1992 FURTHER REFERRALS:

Date of Committee Action:

The STATE AFFAIRS Committee considered:

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 50 
Supporting open primary elections.

H C R  50

SUPPORT OPEN PRIMARY ELECTIONS

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
be replaced w ith _______
[ ] have attached amendments(s) 
ps] do pass 
[ ] do not pass 
[ ] no recommendations 
[ ] individual recommendations 
[ ] additional referral to th e ____

| ] the same title 
-I ] a new title

Committee

ADOPTS: letter o f Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): (Dcpl)

[ ] fiscal im pact___________________________

[ y\ zero fiscal note 6/1-4

APPROVES PREVIOUS: 

[ ] fiscal note(s)______

(Depl/Due)

[ ] zero fiscal note(s)

SIGNING D O  PASS
^ /

DP OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS DNP NR A M

X
—

-

/ .

S IG N A T U R E/C H A IR M A N 'S

2 ^ 2 ^  '



CHUGIAK EAGLE RIVER STAR 2 / 1 3 / 9 2

R e s o l u t i o n s  u r g e  o p e n  p r i m a r i e s
C oncurren t State Senate and 

House reso lu tions were in tro ­
duced M onday by Sen. Sam C o t­
ten and Rep. Gene K u b in a  (D - 
Valdez), respectively, supporting  
open p r im a ry  e lections. The 
reso lu tions have s trong b ip a r­
tisan support, the ir sponsors say.

The reso lu tions express strong 
support fo r  the open system 
under w h ich  elections are cu r­
re n tly  conducted and requests 
the parties reconsider the ir earlier 
decis ions to  co n d u c t closed

prim aries . In  C o tte n ’s Senate 
re so lu tio n , w h ich  has 14 co ­
sponsors, the tra d it io n a l cross­
vo tin g  o f  A laskans, and possible 
d is c o u ra g in g  e f fe c t  c lo se d  
p rim aries  m ig h t have on vo te r 
tu rn -o u t are c ited, am ong o the r 
reasons, as incentives to  m ainta in  
the cu rren t system.

In  a press release, C o tten  and 
K u b in a  said they fe lt i t  was tim e 
to  in tro d u c e  the re so lu tio n s  
because o f  the  Republican State 
C en tra l C om m ittee ’ s re a ffirm e d  
support fo r  closed prim aries th is

past weekend. The Supreme 
C o u rt has ruled tha t parties can 
force the closure o f  state p r im a ry . 
e lections.

P ro p o n e n ts  o f  c losed  
p rim aries c la im  tha t the curren t 
system allows opposing parties to 
d e te rm in e  c a n d id a te s , by  
cross-vo ting .

B o th  the H ouse and Senate 
State A f fa irs  C om m ittees are 
also w o rk in g  to  reconcile  the 
desires o f  p o lit ic a l parties w ith  
the open p rim a ry  system.
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FEDERAL FUN DS

OTHER
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T O T A L 0 0 0 0 0 0
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P A R T -T IM E

T E M P O R A R Y
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