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COTTEN AND KUBINA SPONSOR RESOLUTIONS SUPPORTING OPEN
PRIMARIES.

Today Sen. Sam Cotten D-Eagle River and Rep. Gene Kubina
D-Valdez introduced SCR 30 and HCR 50, resolutions supporting
open primary elections. The resolutions have strong
bipartisan support. SCR 30 has fourteen cosponsors, who
comprise two-thirds of the Senate®s total membership. Eight

are Democrats and six are Republicans.

The resolutions express strong support for the open system
under which elections are currently conducted and requests

that the parties reconsider their earlier decisions to conduct

closed primaries

"I disagree with those who feel Alaska®™s primaries must be
closed in order to strengthen political parties and provide
for party discipline.” said Cotten. "I oppose the 1idea of

forcing Alaskans to only vote for one party."

Both Cotten and Kubina added that they had hoped that the
resolutions, which have strong bipartisan support from the
Senate, and strong support in the House would spur the

-more-



Republican Party of Alaska to back off from their position to

force the change to the more restrictive closed primaries.

"1 don®"t think that closed primaries enhance the democratic
process.” stressed Kubina. "Alaskans, by and large, like to
vote across party lines, making their decision based upon the

particular candidate."

This past weekend the Republican State Central Committee
reaffirmed support for closed primaries so Cotten and Kubina

felt that it was necessary to introduce the resolutions.

The Supreme Court has ruled that parties can force the closure

of state primary elections.

The House and Senate State Affairs Committees are also working
jointly on legislation which will attempt to resolve the
problem of abiding with the the desires of a political party
yet will keep Alaska®™s primary system as open and unrestricted

as possible.
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Resolutions

Concurrent State Senate and
House resolutions were intro-
duced Monday by Sen. Sam Cot-
ten and Rep. Gene Kubina (D-
Valdez), respectively, supporting
open primary elections. The
resolutions have strong bipar-
tisan support, their sponsors say.

The resolutions express strong
support for the open system
under which elections are cur-
rently conducted and requests
the parties reconsider their earlier
decisions to conduct closed

urge open

primaries. In Cotten’s Senate
resolution, which has 14 co-
sponsors, the traditional cross-
voting of Alaskans, and possible
discouraging effect closed
primaries might have on voter
turn-out are cited, among other
reasons, as incentives to maintain
the current system.

In a press release, Cotten and
Kubina said they felt it was time
to introduce the resolutions
because of the Republican State
Central Committee’sreaffirmed
support for closed primaries this

prim aries

past weekend. The Supreme

Court has ruled that parties can

force the closure o f state primary.
elections.

Proponents of closed
primaries claim that the current
system allows opposing parties to
determine candidates, by
cross-voting.

Both the House and Senate
State Affairs Committees are
also working to reconcile the
desires of political parties with
the open primary system.
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