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A laska State L egislature

P.O. U\ v
State Capitol
Official Business Juneau, Alaska >9811

March 1, 1991

The Honorable Walter Hickel
P.0. Box A
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Governor Hickel:

The Alaska Women®"s Commission has a number of projects that they
are presently working on for FY®"91. We are asking that you
strongly consider retaining Ruth Lister through the completion of
the following projects:

Teen Pregnancy Report based on interview with pregnant
and parenting teens statewide. In layout stage,
printing in March.

RSA from Child Support Enforcement Division: Research
by Justice Center, UAA, of court files in Nome,
Anchorage, Fairbanks, Juneau, and Bethel almost
complete. Analysis and report for legislature will be
completed in early May. Public outreach portion of RSA
will be completed in March and report will be written
in April.

Leadership in Sobriety Conference Il: to be held in

Bethel, April 24-26.

Women®s Hall of Fame reception: March 24, at the
Anchorage Museum of History and Art.

Women®s Business Conference: April 20, in Anchorage.

Booklet for AFDC recipients on how to advocate for
yourself, information on regulations, programs and
resources. First draft written, printing in May.

Booklet for parents on how to advocate for your
children in the school systenm. First draft written,
printing in April.

Meetings with AFDC recipients to support self-

sufficiency: March 7 in Juneau, March 22 and May 16 1in

Anchorage, Bethel date not set. Mentoring project,
e March and April.
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Workshops on financial survival for single mothers:
March 9 in Anchorage, March 16 1in Fairbanks.

Booklet on adult children of alcoholic recovery 1issues

for rural women: In final draft stage, printing in
March.

Governor Hickel, as you can see, the above projects are very
important to the families of this state; and we are sure that you

would not want them dropped or lost in the shuffle during
transition.

Hence, our request for retention of Ruth Lister to assist in the
transition process and assure that these projects reach fruition.
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CC: D. Max Hodel, Chief of Staff
Don Tanner, Boards & Commissions

Bruce Kendall, Legislative

Liaison
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Noreen Blair AAUW maybe
789-3567 W)

Susan Smalley United Methodist Women
283-7469
105 Linwood Lane Kenai, AK 99611

Carol Sturgelewski Commission Member(new)
581-2419
P.O. Box 271
Unalaska, AK 99685

Dorothy Jones 1st Commission
Sociologist no
277-0201-W
694-2055-H
20130

Heather Flynn Assembly person out of town
272-5392

Mya Oxley Exec. Dir. Childcare connect. no
278-2273

Nicole Fagan Pres. Women®"s Lawyers
276-1969 maybe

Jeff Richardson writer and advocate
248-6295

Evelyn Tucker Information officer yes
past Commission
274-0588

Eileen Self AFDC & Welfare 1issues yes
561-5373
522-1740

Jan Foster 346-1154 yes
Ask Ann for issue

Michael Shephard Self/Perserverence Theatre

364-
Joan Schenider Coalition of Labor Union

P.0O. Box 1587

Kenai, AK 99611 letter
Tay Thomas 346-3468

Karen Headland 272-6139



Contacts for Women's Task Force
Representing

Linda Freed Commission Member
486-5314 - H
486-5736 - W

Meg Gaydosik Commission Member
452-2468

Marsha McKenzie CDV & AAUW

465-4356
Eleanor Davenport BPW
465-2901
Lucy Hudson BPW
586-7400
Emma Witmark Tlingit/Haida
586-1432
Lupita Bothello
Dixy Weiss League of Women Voters
Kathleen Harrington Commission Member
562-5893
Theda Pittman Women®s Political Caucus
276-0528
Larry Schaefer Commission Member
829-2258

Merrit Helferich Commission Member

474-7790
Ann Sponholtz Majority Office
561-7621
Ruth Lister 563-6757 Or 455-6886
Betty Carlson AARP
243-2976
Lucille Santos Commission Member
DOE
Nancy Berg BPW or Rotary

800-327-2571"

Testify

yes

yes

yes

pom

yes

yes

send letter

yes

assisting with #"s

yes

yes

yes
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO: HCR 11
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

aﬁgf';” e —. FRTE R Lo Afars Agny

o W Component: Counail &Subcommttees

I COMPONENT SERIAL NO: m
E><pend|tures/Revenues (Thousands of DoIIars
. . A SERVlCES Y 9 YQ@7 FY 94 Q FYO95 FY 96 FY 97
I
!
2
RES
TOTAL OPERATING 1640 &1 OO OO (K) OO
CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0

[REVENUE

- S ZB 3010
el é

Estimate of current year impact:
ANALYSIS: (Attaon a Separate page if necessary)

The following Is requested to adequately support the Alaska Women's Task Force:

B%W R Sigs T

A Y. ety V\/ar%ve E[%%r%mve At Date: 4401

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance. Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies).
Page 1 of 2




CONTINUATION OF FISCAL NOTE: HCR 11

PERSONAL SERVICES

1 Sffis requested as follows to assist the Alaska Women's Task Force

Tk =
e _

rt|s amdpated there will be 2meetings of the J0member Alaska Women's Task Force

i ”

Staff Travel -2000 20
V S%J - rna of public notice of meetings; Office Space and Professiond
Servlces 0 gap L 2 0
Sﬁgc%\%wwus office Supplies -$1000 10
EQUIPMENT

scelaneous office and computer equipment -$65000 50

Page 2 of 2



Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Fairbanks, Alaska, Tuesday, March 5,1991— 5

Hic*kelfiresexecutive
of W om en’s C omm
g 5/ VAT T KOIILMAN Barrow said she submitted her res-

.7 **™ Associated Press Writer

JUNEAU—The state Women’s
Commission continued its ride on a
political roller coaster Monday as
Gov. Walter J. Hickel fired its ex-
ecutive director, and the newly
appointed chairwoman resigned.

Ruth Lister
said she was re-
placed as execu-
tive director by
Glenda Ralls of
Anchorage, a
homemaker who
worked on Hick-
el's election cam-
paign.

The governor lister
last week fired and replaced all but
one of the 21 members of the
Women’s Commission and the
Commission on Children and
Youth.

Hickel spokesman Harry Gam-
ble said he was unable to confirm
Ralls appointment. He said he had
no background information on
Ralls, including her resume.

Lister, who headed the commis-
sion for more than two years, said
the move was a political decision.
She said she had hoped to remain
until year’s end to finish several
projects.

Meanwhile, Brenda Itta-Lee of

ignation as chairwoman of the new
Women’s Commission. She said she
does not want to be part of a com-
mission that might be disbanded
soon.

Gamble denied rumor3 that the
administration had decided to
merge the women’s and children’s
commissions into a "family com-
mission."

"That would take legislation," he
said. "That's a possibility, but at
this point no plans have been put in
motion to do that.”

The idea that Hickel might
merge the commissions was
enough to discourage ltta-Lee.

"1’m not criticizing the governor
for what he’s doing," she said. "It’s
just that Id like to put forth my
energies to something that would
be permanentinnature rather than
just for four months.”

Itta-Lee said she agrees with
Hickel that the commission should
strengthen its focus on the family.
She said she might consider
another board appointment on a
long-term basis.

Gamble called Itta-Lee’s res-
ignation unfortunate. Itta-Lee is a
special assistant to the superinten-
dent of the North Slope Borough
School District.

Don Tanner, Hickel’s director of

chief

1SS 10N

boards and commissions, would not
release Itta-Lee's resignation let-
ter because he wanted totalk to her
first, Gamble said. The letter be-
came a public record when she sub-
mitted it.

The administration has only sup-
plied eight resumes for the 21 peo-
ple appointed to the two commis-
sions.

Gamble said applicants are re-
quired to submit resumes only for
positions that need legislative con-
firmation.

Hickel’s dealings with the two
commissions have some legislators
worried, especially with the way
many of the state boards and com-
missions have been overhauled. ¢
« "1t begins to look like Mayor Da-
ly’s making appointments the way
desks are cleaned out.” said Rep.
Niilo Koponen, D-Fairbanks. "It’s
beginning to look more like a poli-
tical spoils system than an attempt
at getting the best people."

Koponen has sponsored a resolu-
tion that would create an Alaska
Women’s Task Force that
apparently would take the place of
the fired commission.

He also is one of 29 lawmakers
who had signed a petition by late
Monday, asking Hickel to retain
Lister through the completion of
projects she has been working on.



Carol Benjamin

minister of women
Alilxiti U)o|> Clirlstlan Crnler
2026 Ahholt Hood

Anclmrnne

. Alaska I)1).r>07

607-310 9041 3-14-3354

October 15 190
gﬁ% M S COMMISSION
Anchiorage, Naska OEB
ATTENTION:  Ruth Lister
Dear M. L|ster
at
S50 8 g& Tter E&Q f-ﬁ”ma“e” o @ﬁa%ﬂfanons oﬁTa“{
Very outstanding jo rvice 10 the women 0t our community

| g%nvgr)?rsﬂg[l\r’aWLXO h&?ty”M il 9a§‘9dﬁﬁ%3n£°oﬁeyB”uVr'tﬁedrm%%tent
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ay Was pernaps unprecedented 1n the Tie womens me ngsl

lalmlt@a}op Afﬁytfyﬂ% A%H/Ea great job and have ny personal
Very sincerely,

}I%WRISTIAN CENTRR

Carol'Benjamin
2626 5\bbott 'J'gad
fincfwracje, Afasfcn 99507
907-349-9641



NORTH SLOPE BOROUGH

DEET. OF HEAL'I_'H AND SOCIAL SERVICES
tic Women In Crisis

PO'QMM on

Cynthia N. Young, Director
Phore; (907) 2200

March 16, 1990

Ms. Ruth Lister, Executive Director
Alaska Women®s Commission

3601 "C”?”Street, Suite 742
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Dear Ruth:

I want to thank the Alaska Women % Commission for assisting in the
funding for the "Family Workshop on Domestic Violence for Interior

Alaskans". It was my privilege to be allowed to attend as a '"panel”
member providing information about Arctic Women in Crisis™* Safe Home
Program.

It was a pleasure for me to attend and participate iIn the workshop.

This form of sharing is helpful for all who attend. Those of us
working with families daily need time for sharing of new and old
ideas. This also enables us to return to our home and work towards

the goal of a non-violent future with renewed strength.

Again, thank you all for supporting the workshops.
-1

/NJeanne Cross
Counselor

cc: Cheryl Fraley, AWIC Coordinator
Files



Martin Luther King, Jr.

Foundation of Alaska, Inc

P.O. Box 200156

Anchorage, AK 99520-0156
Office: (907) 276-6673

Rev. A.B. Patterson
Board President

Donna Purdy
1990-91 Coordinator
(907) 258-3654

February 20, 1991

Ms. Ruth Lister

Alaska Women-*s Commission

5601 C Street *7U2

Anchorage, AK 99505

Dear Ruth:

Oon benalf of our Foundation, thanr /ou so very much for oeing
one our Key dote Speaker®™ Welcoming Reception community sponsors
January Iltn at the Anchorage Museum of History ana Art. Your
involvement and those you made outreach to also be involved was
greatly appreciated.

We estimate that 150 persons attended this event alone.
Approximately 5500 persons in total attended the four days of
our MLK Citywide Celebration. We look forward to your continued
participation in our upcoming years events and in helping us
actualize Dr. King®"s dream here in Anchorage.

~" :ere regards,

Donna Purdy

1991 Coordinator

Building A Base For Unity



STATE OF ALASKA - OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

Anchorage EEO Field Office, 3001 C Street, Suite 380, Anchorage, Alaska 9950R, (907) 563-0079

WALTER J HICKEL
GOVERNOR

February 25, 1991

Ms. Rebecca Napoleon, Commissioner
Alaska Women®s Commission

3601 C Street, Suite 742
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Dear Ms. Napoleon:

We want to extend our warm Tfelt thanks for assisting

us 1iIn the
production of the Elizabeth Peratrovich Commemoration.

This undertaking was made possible because of your commitment

and
technical expertise.

Sincerely,

Gilbert F. Gutierrez
Program Coordinator

mg staie Or alaskais anequal orromwrrY employer
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9074654716*

Older Alaskans Cotmvssion

BOX C
Juneau, Alaska 99811-G209
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STEVE COWPER. GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF EAROR

August 22, 1980

Lth A@ster Executive Director
| Zﬁrm%sﬁ%mmssmn
Anchiorage,
Dear Ruth:
ted .to let_you alua e our ublcat|o 'Its About Ti e

o Tl o “We'?afew o B SR B § e
C|ent Fen%ere r& he nsights our_ repo Wi u&
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U ﬁson f g ﬁ resuls
),éow ﬁly Ioo orward to co F\J m(jn f |en orums
you will e orgamzmg and | appreciate pportunity to partmpate
Keep the communications coming!

Sincerely,

H&e PEr'ojManager

IED/mm



A laska State L egislature

Representative Niilo Koponen

Pouch V House District 21 119 N. Cushman, Suite 207
Juneau, Alaska 99811 Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
(907) 465-4992 (907) 456-8172

‘POSITION PAPER*

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 11
"Establishing the Alaska Women's Task Force"

The Alaska Women's Commission was formed to conduct studies and
make recommendations to the Legislature regarding the roles and
status of Alaskan women. The Commission has fulfilled its mandate
efficiently and effectively, concentrating on legislation, employment,
civil and legal rights, and issues relating to the family. Contrary to
popular perception, so-called "women's issues™ are of critical concern
to all Alaskans' issues such as day care, health care, equal treatment
and opportunity, and personal freedom.

The Alaska Women's Commission has been the preeminent voice
advocating attention to these vital concerns in Alaska. Now, the
Hickel administration is working overtime to silence that voice.

In order to preserve the function of the Commission and to maintain
an important link between Alaskan women and state lawmakers, |
have proposed the creation of the "Alaska Women’ Task Force,"
under the aegis of the Legislature. This Task Force would continue
the work of the Commission, protected from the politically hazardous
climate of the Governor's Office.



WALTER J. HICKEL PHONE
GOVERNOR (907) 561*4227

State of A laska
OfPICE OF THE GOVERNOR

ALASKA WOMEN'S COMMISSION
3601 C STREET - SUITE 742
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503

The Alaska Women®"s Commission has a number of projects that we are
presently working on for FY91:

- Teen Pregnancy Report based on interviews with pregnant and

parenting teens statewide: in layout stage, printing 1in
March.

RSA from Child Support Enforcement Division: Research by
Justice Center, UAA, of court Tfiles 1iIn Home, Anchorage,
Fairbanks, Juneau, and Bethel almost completed. Analysis
and report for legislature will be completed in early May.

Public outreach portion of RSA will be completed in March
and report will be written in April.

Leadership in Sobriety Conference 11, to be held in Bethel,
April 24-26.

Women*®s Hall of Fame reception, March 24, at the Anchorage
Museum of History and Art.

Women®s Business Conference, April 20 in Anchorage.
Booklet for AFDC recipients on how to
yoursel T, information on regulations,
resources. First draft written, printing

advocate for
programs and
in May.

Booklet for parents on how to advocate for your children

in
the school system. First draft written,

printing in April.
Meetings with AFDC recipients to support self-sufficiency:

March 7 in Juneau, March 22 and May 16 in Anchorage, Bethel
date not set. Mentoring project, March and April.

- Workshops on financial survival for single mothers: March
9 in Anchorage, March 16 in Fairbanks.

Booklet on adult children of alcoholic recovery

issues for
rural women: 1in final draft stage, printing

in March.



IMPROVE THE ECONOMIC STATUS OF WOMEN:

W J|
Min i

Alaska W omen's

Proposed A ctivities

Commission

The Alaska Dept, of Labor's recent research shows that women's average wages arc only 62% of men's. Not only
are women concentrated in lower paying occupations, but women still earn 15% less than men in the same occu-
pations. Womenmakeup 46% of Alaska's laborforce. Training and employment opportunities arc needed so that

women may achieve and maintain a decent standard of living for themselves and their families, and so that societal
goals of equality and justice are met.

1. Work and Families:

/

Advocate for job-protected leave for employ-
ees for the birth or adoption of a child, care for
sick family members or their own illness.
Promote job sharing, flexible work schedules
and benefits for pan-time employees.

Support federal tax credits and changes in so-
cial security to benefit parents who arc not
employed outside the home.

2. Non-lraditional Jobs:

/

Advocate for improved training and access to
non-tradirional jobs for women.

3. Education:

/

Work to eliminate discrimination in teaching
practices and curriculum materials on the basis
of gender and race.

Advocate for programs for at-risk youth and
parenting teens.

Increase access to post-secondary education by

low-income women and displaced homemak-
ers.

4. Child Care:

/

Promote affordable, accessible, quality child-
care and adequate compensation for childcare
providers, including health benefits.

5. Women In Business:

/

Develop programs which assist women entre-
preneurs and low-income women through train-
ing, access to capital and marketing support.
Cosponsor women in business conference

6. Child Support:

/

/

Advocate for fair enforcement of child support
orders.

Complete research on child support.

7. Pay Equity and Affirmative Action:

/
/

Support legislation on comparable worth.
Promote pay equity and affirmative action in
the public and private sector.

IMPROVE LEGAL STATUS AND SOCIAL WELFARE OF WOMEN:

Lack of adequate health care, high rates of domestic violence and sexual assault, substance abuse, and high divorce

rates are all survival issues for women in Alaska. For many, the barriers these problems create seriously affect all
aspects of their lives.

1. Pregnant and Parenting Teens:

/
/

Distribute Commission report.
Advocate for prevention programs and parent-

ing support for teens, including transitional
living.

2. Health and Safety:

/

/

Advocate for prenatal and healthy baby serv-
ices to 185% of poverty.

Support increased funding for domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault programs.

Promote comprehensive health curriculum in
schools.

Advocate for universal health insurance.

Support increased funding to address health
problems in rural areas.

3. Substance Abuse:

/

Promote culturally sensitive treatment models
for women that include and address domestic
violence and sexual assault issues.

Continue to address and advocate for compre-
hensive' rvices to prevent FAS and FADE.

4. Support for AFDC Recipients:

/

Address systemic change to protect recipients
rights and to help recipients achieve self-suffi-
ciency.

Suppoit adequate funding for JOBS, making it
available to all volunteers.

Hold meetings to provide information and sup-
port for AFDC recipients.



Alaska Women's Commission
P roposed Activities

5. Legal Protections tor Women: 7. Minority Women:

/' Revise and distribute \Women's Legal Rights /
Handbook.

[/ Work with the legal community and legislature
to address problems stated by women in the
areas ofdivorce, custody, visitation, insurance,

Coordinate conference for minority women,

addressing employment, education, leadership,
family and cultural issues.

S 8. Incarcerated Women:
domestic violence and sexual assault. i .

I Support increased funding for Alaska Legal /- Work with Dept, of Corrections to address
Services. needs of women for rehabilitative services and

contact with children.
6. Older Women:

| Cosponsor conference for mid-life and older
women, addressing health and economic is-
sues, including financial management and
access to employment training.

Ill. INCREASE LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AND ABILITIES OF WOMEN:

Women are, in many ways, the "glue" that holds families and communities together. Through dieir personal changes

and choices, through speaking outin theircommunity and through theirwork in the public sphere, women are leaders
in change.

1. Women's Hall of Fame:

/' Promote visible role models of women in lead-

ership throughselection andinductionofwomen
into the Alaska Women's Hall of Fame.

2. Rural Women:
/  SponsorLeadership in Sobriety Conference for
rural women.
/' Promote and support subregional conferences.

3. Assist Women on AFDC to Advocate
for Themselves:

[ Produce and distribute booklet
/  Coordinate mentoring program.

4. Assist Women to Develop Political Skills:

[/ Produce and distribute booklet on advocating
for children in the school system.

/' Sponsor workshops and groups that support
women's thinking and promote leadership.

/  Provide information so that women can advo-

cate fortheir needs with agencies and the legis-
lature.
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MAR18 '91 10:19 LEG. AFFAIRS - KETCHIKAN

Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the t/osse.
committee name

committee on “it... , dated JE 9 —
bill/subject
RE: HCR-11
I am writing in aupport of HCR-11. I feel it is vital

for women to continue to have a forum in which to express
their concerns around family 1issues. In these times of
change, it is all too common for women to be single, head-
of-household, and totally responsible for raising children.
The reality of these families is often bleak and surviving
la Nifirnnfo iaano

The Alaskan Women®s Task Force would provide a stable
avenue where fTamily issues could be heard and articulatd.
Advocacy for the well being of ail Alaskan families would
be insured. Without a strong voice and direct line to
the legislature, women are 1in danger of remaining handi —
capped by biased and unequal laws. This in turn affects
the ability of women to provide the highest quality of Ilife
for their families, and contribute to Alaskan society 1in
a productive manner.

Please support HCR-11. Thank you for listening.

Signed: -
Testifier

Representing (Optional)
777 fa fA W O s "2/
Address
m*z7S-6S& S
Phone No.

9/86 U9>IHtiva Irh;iticon Crtei



Alaska State Legislature

Plaase enter Into the record my testimony to the M "yC urS
committee name

committee on M e zJ-L dated - & //& 7 2 |
bill/subject

This Jletter 1is in support of HCR-11. Recent moves by the
governor pertaining to "The Alaska Women®"s Commission™, demonstrate
the need for an advocacy group that Is not vulnerable to a hootilo
administration.

The administration has condemned the actions and efforts of
The Women®s Commission, saying they represented radical feminist
views only. 1 tall to see now equal pay for equal worth, domaatie
violence issues, and child protection issues, to name just a few
are considered "radical feminist views".

Instead, the administration 1is supporting a "radical mens
group™, which under the guise of the "Alaska Family Support Group™,
promotes views of a family in ONLY the most traditional context. A
"traditional family™, 1is a personal viewpoint. True families are as
diverse in their structure as the individuals who comprise thenm,
yet this group believes only one type of family (man as the head of
the household) is worthy of advooaay and protection.

I urge you to consider ALL families needs and not limit your

support to one type at the detriment of all others. |1 believe ACR-
11 is our best chance for representation by all family groups.
Thank you.
Signed: ~ —
Testifier

Representing (Optional)

Address

Phone No.

9/i( irfcrmafon Off C*
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March 11» 1991

To Whom It May Concern:

I support House Concurrent Resolution No. 11 which would
establfsh the Alaska Women®"s Task Force.

As a Licensed Clinical Social Worker# 1 am all too aware of
the high rctee of incest# spousal and child abuse and sexual
assault in our state. The women 1in Alaska# and their
children, also lack services for health care, vocational
retraining# legal services# and child care services.

The results of these problems and lack of services are

far reaching. Women who are ill# who lack® child care
services and vocational training are less likely to get

off of welfare. Children vho live in unsafe# substandard
housing may be more at r<sk for medical problems and abuse
of chemicals .When over 509 of child support orders are not
paid, those women and children struggle even more to
attempt to live decent lives.

Alasks needs a Women"s Task Force to continue the work
began by the Women®s Commission.

Respectful ly#

Evonne Micheli# LCSW

6526 Rodgers Pass STG
Ketchikan# Ak 99901

907-225-7558



WALTER J HICKEL PHONE

GOVERNOR 1071 531-4227

State of A laska
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

ALASKA WOMEN'S COMMISSION
3601 C STREET SUITt 742
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 00503

February 27, 1991

Representative Miilo Koponen
Finance Committee

Alaska State Legislature
P.O. Box V (MS 3100)

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Koponen:

The Alaska Women®s Commission is very concerned that the
administration®s proposed FY92 budget will have a serious and
disproportionately negative impact on women and families.

Women 1in Alaska are earning only 62 cents to the dollar earned by
men . We should be doing everything we can to assist women,
especially single parents and displaced homemakers, to achieve
economic equity and to Tfully participate 1in all sectors of the

labor force. We know what 1is needed: education and training,
affordable, quality child care, safety from violence, and policies
that support women and children. If we underfund these areas we

will be paying much more for increased public assistance, medical,
and social service costs.

What is the impact of increasing capital expenditures and
decreasing the operating budget? According to the Dept, of Labor,
88% of jobs in the construction industry are held by men, and 1in
many occupations there are labor shortages. Cutting $100 million
from the operating budget will result 1in over 3500 lost jobs
(direct and indirect), most of which are held by women earning too
little to spend their earnings out of state. Shifting $100 million
to the capital budget creates only 1360 jobs according to Scott
Goldsmith of ISER. During past construction booms, up to 21% of
unemployment 1insurance payments v/ent out-of-state (1984). Since
importing workers will be easier and faster than retraining Alaskan
workers, and since tne budget has not included specific plans for
retraining Alaskans, particularly as it 1iImpacts women, we can
expect major economic dislocation.



Economic development must include all low income people as part of
planning policy. AFDC should continue to be targeted by the Dept,
of Labor as a priority project. As development creates new jobs,
training programs like JTPA should be adequately Tunded and have
first source of referral agreements for some of these jobs. State
employment training programs should be working with the private
sector and agencies that are receiving funds and contracts as part
of economic development. Women and minorities must be part of the

economic development planning process so that their needs, concerns
and vision are incorporated.

The JOBS program, which assists AFDC recipients to obtain education
and training TfTor employment, 1is a critical part of welfare reform
and should be a major piece iIn the state®s economic development
planning. In FY92, participation in JOBS 1is required to increase
from 7% to 11% and the state program will operate 12 months iInstead
of 9 months. Yet 2.5 positions will be cut from DHSS Alasxa Work
Programs staff. Mo additional JTPA funding is included despite the
fact that JTPA 1is the only source of post-secondary and on the job
training for JOBS clients apart from self-initiated Pell grants,
and despite the fact that this commitment to JOBS by JTPA will
displace others seeking theilr services, in addition, there are no
new JTPA funds for the unemployed parent program. No state match
is being proposed for the regional non-profits serving Alaska
Natives and at least one, CITC in Anchorage, has decided to turn
JOBS back to the state due to inadequate funding. Additional funds
are also needed for support services such as tuition for clients
who don*t qualify under other programs and for transportation.
Support services funds are inadequate now.
In FY91 DHSS decided that 90% of participants 1in JOBS had to be
from target groups. The Federal government only requires that 55%
of funds go to target groups (teens 1in high school, recipients
under 24 without a high school diploma or GED or significant work
experience, recipients who have been on AFDC 36 out of the last 60
months, and recipients whose youngest child is 16 or 17) . Many
women who want to volunteer are not being given that opportunity.
IfT they are very motivated and get guidance and funding,
try to self-initiate training or education
through JTPA) . But in most places they can"t get day care

assistance and, of course, they cannot afford to pay themselves for
child care. So they will stay on welfare.

they can
(although probably not

Child care should be one of our top priorities.
Care Assistance Program 1is adequately funded we arecreating an
untenable situation Tfor eligible parents (95% women) Many will
have to go on welfare. The Child Care grant program is integral to
quality child care and should also be fully funded, rot cut. These
programs are absolutely basic. Not only will families be severely
affected by the cuts, but forcing families to go on AFDC costs the
state a lot more. It also creates labor shortages in entry level
and lower paid jobs, already a problem.

Unless the Day



The proposed cuts to the education budget are alarming. Alaska
graduates only 66% of students, compared to 75% nationally. When
the Women®s Commission studied school dropout for young women,
overwhelmingly they felt no one cared. Cuts to education will mean
fewer school counselors and nurses, and cuts to alternative
programs for at risk youth. Education 1is the key for women and
minorities to attain economic equity. The average wage for a woman
high school graduate in Alaska is $15,100/year: for men it 1is
$23,900. Even with 4 years post-secondary education, women earn

only $21,300/year, over $10,000/year less than men. Disparities
also exist on the basis of race.

Child sexual and physical abuse, and discrimination on the basis of
race, gender, age and class, were the two major causal factors
cited by young women for school drop-out. The proposed budget
eliminates $1.6 million in child abuse prevention grants and cuts
suicide prevention grants by $180,000. Alaska ranks 43rd in the
nation in teen violent death rate. Many other children®s services

have been cut. By making these cuts we would be tailing our
children and youth that no one cares.

Increases, not cuts, are
needed here.
Safety for women and their children is a critical issue. Cutting
the domestic violence and sexual assault programs is a major step
backwards. Again, what we need 1is increased funding. Alaska has

one of the highest rates of violence against women in the nation,
and it is increasing here, as it is elsewhere in the country. Lack
of safety affects all aspects of women"s lives. Proposed cuts to

the court victims witness program and to Alaska Legal Services will
also negatively impact women.

It is very important to take a broad view of what we are doing with
the budget. IT we want healthy families and adequate employment
for all who choose to work, then there are many pieces to this

puzzle. We cannot leave out one sector of the population or ignore
a desperate area of need. Everyone must be part of the planning
and part of the solution. I urge you to hold social justice and
economic equity as your bottom 1lines 1in decision making on the
budget.

Sincerely,

Ruth Lister
Alaska Women®"s Commission



State of A laska
CfFict or rur covchnou

ALASKA WOMEN'S COMMISSION
>sot - STIVFET - SUITE 71,
AN?tIIOR AGE. ALASKA 99503

VIA FAX 463-3454
February 20, 1991

The Honorable Walter J. Hickel
Governor of Alaska

Office of the Governor
P.O. Box A

Juneau, Alaska 99811-0101

Dear Governor Hickel:

On January 21st of this year, 1wrote requesting a meeting with you to discuss
the rule of the Alaska Women's Commission In your administration. This letter
was written after three weeks of trying to obtain Information about the
Commission's budget from both your boards and commission liaison, and your
chief of operations. Neither of these Individuals was ever able to provide me

with any Information regarding the status of the Commission, either from a
budgetary or a policy standpoint.

Although | have never received a response to my letter of January 21st, 1did
received a fax from the Commission's vice-chair on January 24th, sent to her
by Max Hodel, informing the Commission that we could expect to receive
funding cuts. Unfortunately, the letter did not indicate the magnitude of the
cuts, and | first learned of their magnitude from the media. It is with interest,

that | have read in my local newspaper, your statement that the budget cuts
may have occurred too hastily.

As you must be aware, the Commission feels that the funding Ilevel

recommended in your budget will not allow the Commission to accomplish our
stated activities for FY92, nor carry on any meaningfully productive work. As
an organization that, represents more than fifty percent of the residents of this
Slate, we believe that, adequate funding Is not only essential, it Is imperative.
We urge you to consider restoration of the Commission's budget, as you

reportedly revise the administration's budget through the supplemental budget
process.



| am again requesting a meeting with you to discuss the perceived role of the
Alaska Women's Commission in your administration. | will be in Juneau on
March 7 and 8, 1991 and could be available to meet with you then. The
Commission's spring meeting has been scheduled for March 24 and 25. 1991.
and we would like to be adequately prepared to plan for the future.

To tills end we require that Mr. Max Hodel or Mr. Malcom Roberts be available
at our March meeting, to provide the full Commission with Information on the
role of the Alaska Women's Commission in the Hickel administration. We have
set aside time on the agenda at 9:00 am on Monday March 25. 1991 for this
discussion. We fully expect to see one of these two gentlemen at our meeting.

| am available by phone. In order to confirm a meeting with yourself on either
March 7 or 8, or to confirm which of your two staff members will attend our

meeting on March 25th. My work number is 486-5736 and my home number
486-5314.

Sincerely,

Linda L. Freed, Chair
Alaska Women's Commission

c.c. Alaska Women's Commission Members
Seventeenth Alaska State Legislature
Anchorage Daily News
Anchorage Times
Fairbanks Dally News Miner
Juneau Empire
Kodiak Dally Mirror

Kodiak Public Broadcasting Corporation



STEVE COWPER phone
governor (071 561-4227

State of A laska

CHCE - THE GOHENR

ALASKA WOMEN'S COMMISSION
3601 C STREET « SUITE 742
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503

REPORT ON KEY CONCERNS: MID-LIFE AND OLDER WOMEN

On October 13, 1990, 155 women attended Women at the Crossroads, a

conference for mid-life and older women. The steering committee
for the conference identified economics and health as the two chief
concerns to be addressed at the conference. The following

workshops were given at the conference:

- Health Issues Tfor Mid-life and Older women

- Long Term Care: Legal, Personal and Financial Concerns

- Employment Issues: Career Change, Discrimination, Re-entry
into the Work Force

- Personal Finances and Retirement Planning

- Starting a Small or Home Business

The conference participants had two opportunities to talk about

themselves and their lives. They talked about what was good and
what was hard for them being a mid-life or older woman and what
were their key concerns. It is our hope that this information will

give legislators and administrators a better understanding of the
special needs of older women in Alaska.

Key .Concerns:

lack of health insurance

inadequate retirement income, Tfixed income and rising

costs

- job discrimination

- lack of financial security

- poverty

- health problems, physical limitations

- dependency on spouse or government

- affordable housing (also need for congregate and
intermediate housing and being able to live at home)

- loneliness, lack of support system, depression

- quality of life: living and dying with dignity

- caring for elderly parents, disabled spouse

- negative societal view of older women

- lack of understanding of finances

- fear of institutionalization

- need Tfor jJob training, meaningful work



Pro-family?

\\ hat a serious agenda might include

Gov. Wally Hickel’s houseclenning has reached the
Alaska Women’s Commission and the Commission on
Children and Youth. He said he wants appointees who
will “place a greater emphasis on the strength of the
family."

That seems to imply that the old appointees were
somehow lacking on that score. If that's the case, the
governor isn’t saying.

What did the previous commission do that the
administration found objectionable? Hickel press aide
Harry Gamble couldn’t say.

Specifically what might the new commissioners do
differently? Again, the press aide couldn’t say.

Absent an explanation, you have to wonder. Gov.
Hickel courted the conservative vote. Coming from
him, “strengthening families" sounds like code for
“Dad brings home the bacon; Mom stays home with
the kids."

That family model is fine, but it’s not the only one
around. Nor is it necessarily ideal for every family.

It’s legitimate to ask what the state can do to
support the traditional family. But it’s most certainly
not legitimate to stop there.

Families in modern life take many shapes and
forms. Strengthening families means supporting
families the way they are. It doesn’t mean forcing
them to become something they aren't.

State policies that strengthen families would:

e Ensure that every parent who works can find and
afford good day care.

e Give parents who work the right to take
job-protected leave to care for their new children.

e Make sure all families can get the health care
they need without risking bankruptcy — especially
pregnant women and young children.

» Refuse to permit divorced or absent parents to
escape paying adequate child support.

« Encourage teen-agers not to have children before
they’re ready for the responsibility of raising them.

*Try to prevent child abuse and speedily
protecting children who are abused.

Many of these issues were on the agenda of the
sommissioners that Gov. Hickel sacked. If his new
.ppointees are serious about strengthening the
familv. lhece issues will be on their agenda, too.
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Hickel made a mistake
in Firing commissioners

Igear.Edit.or.: ' m mil> M

I read with dismay articles about
the dismantling of the Alaska Wom-
en’s Commission. Gov. (Walter J.)
Hickel is making a mistake by firing
a fme group of women who have
been working to better the lives of
thousands of Alaskan women.

Who are the women they advocate
for? They are mothers who are the
victims of failed or destructive mar-
riages; they are the children of abu-
sive or neglectful parents; they are
the cream of the unfortunate crop
who have been left behind by socie
or misfortune but who have enoug
strength of spirit to ask for assis-
tance and try to make a come back.

, They are you; Ermalee, and me,
after an illness, a round of bad luck,
or time spent with a hurtful or abu-
sive person.

And almost every one of them
without exception is given the
strength and will to survive from the
love and concern she has for her chil-
dren.

(And what is) Hickel’s reaction to
the Alaska Women’s Commission?
He is asking each of the commission-
ers to resign because he supports
family values.

My first reaction is how dare he
question the family values of the
women who seek help - for them-

selves and for their children  from
the commission. Who is he to ques-
tion the values of the women who
serve on the commission which is de-
voted to promoting women’s and
children’s interests?

After a reflective pause, | realize

he is not a mean man, so the only ex-
planation for his actions is igno-
rance. “Forgive them Lord, for they
know not what they say."

1 will forgive Hickel and I will

u.ay for Hickel’s enlightenment, for
his ability to understand that every-
one yearns for the security and suc-
cess that he has found with his fami-
ly. But that in a world of limited re-
sources and free competition, a
whole lot of people - mostly women,
children and minorities - get left out
in the cold.

To pretend they do.not exist is not

promoting family or Christian val-
ues.

Deborah R. Bonlto
Jdreau



Staffangered by Hickel's cuts

By BRIAN S. AKRE
As:ociATfhpnESS"

JUNIIAI) — (jov. Waller J. Hickel
completed a wholesale political house-
cleaning o( two more state boards:the
Alaska Women's Commission and the
Governor's Interim Commission on
Children and Youth.

"It is my feeling (hat (lie new ap-
pointees will more closely reflect the at-
titude of my administration and place a
grealer emphasis on the strength of the
family," Hickel said in a news release

Monday.
The Women’s Commission lias strug-

gled for survival in recent years. Ciincs
charge its views do not accurately rep-
resent those of Alaska women, and that
it champions primarily liberal and femi-
nist causes.

flickers fiscal 1992 operating budgei
proposes an 85 percent cut in the com-
mission's budget, which would elimi-
nate its stuff and leave only enough
money for members to attend meetings.

The dismissed members issued a
news release Monday criticizing Hickel.

"The governor's wholesale replace-
ment of this commission indicates an at-
tempt to create a public body lhut is

only reflective of the views of the cur-
rent administration,” the release said.
"This process discourages debate."

The commission, created by the
Legislature in 1978, is charged with re-
searching the needs of the state’s
women and udvocating for equal treat-
ment and opportunities.

Linda Freed of Kodiak, the commis-
sion’s chairwoman, said she was disap-
pointed but not surprised by Hickel's
move. She said members got word of
(heir dismissal in brief letters last week-

end.
‘The commission us it was consti-

Wedheschy, Feoruary 27, 1981, The Andhorage Hines B3

tuted represented a broad spectrum ol
interests in this state, and | think we
were doing a good job," she said.

Hurry Gamble, Hickel's acting ptess
secretary, said the governor will ask the
new women's and youth commissions to
meet jointly to address family issues.
Hickel campaigned on strengthening
families, "and these two commissions
tire going to lie a mechanism to help
him focus an doing that "

Freed rejected Hickel’s suggesiion
dial the Women's Commission did not
represent families.

"Must of the people on die commis-

to youth, women'sagencies

sion had children,"” she said "We are
members of families. What is it that the
commission has done that hasn't sup-
ported families?"

Freed said she requested a meeting
with Hickel twice in (he last month to
discuss the budget cuts and what the ad-
ministration had in mind for the com-
mission, hut she got no reply.

Cummission member Kaihlccn Har-
rington, an Anchorage homemaker, said
the former members will continue to
advocate for women.

Harrington said she was offended ai
how Hickel handled the dismissals.
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A laska S tate L egislature

Representative Niilo Koponen

Pouch V House District 21 119 N. Cushman, Suite 207
Juneau, Alaska 99811 Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
(907) 465-4992 (907)456-8172
fx.

M EMORANDUM

To : Representative Kubina
From: Representative Niilo Koponen
Re: HB 170 and HCR 11

Date: February 27, 1991

I would appreciate the House Stare Affairs Committee
scheduling HB 170 and HCR 11 concerning the Women®s
Commission at your earliest convenience.

HB 170 places the Commission under the purview of the
Legislature; HCR 11 creates a task force which would carry
the same responsibilities as the Commission. This latter
measure should preserve the function of the Commission should
the other bill fail to receive the Governor®s approval.

ITf you have any questions please feel free to give me a call
or my aide, Shari Paul at 4992.

Thank you.



Senator Fred F. Zharoff

Alaska State Legislature

R O BOX 405. KODIAK, ALASKA 00615  (007) 486-5250
DURING SESSION:

P.0. BOX V, JUNEAU. ALASKA 00811 «(007) 485-3473 « 405-3474

DISTRICT N

ALASKA PENINSULA « ALEUTIAN CHAIN « BRISTOL BAY m KOOIAK ISLAND ¢ LAKE CLARK/LAKE ILIAMNA < PRIOILOF ISLANDS ¢ SHUMAQIN ISLANDS

MEMORANDUM

TO: All legislators

FROM: Senator Fred F. Zharoff,

DATE: February 26, 1991

RE: Constituent request

The attached letter - by Ms. Linda Freed of Kodiak - is a
followup to a Jletter 1 distributed yesterday. Ms. Freed

requested that 1 also provide copies of this letter to all the
members of the legislature.



S.R. 3295 Woody Way
Kodiak, Alaska 99615
February 25, 1991

Governor Walter J. Hickel
State of Alaska

Office of the Governor
P.O. Box A

Juneau, Alaska 99811-0101

Dear Governor Hickel:

I have written you two letters, 1in as many months, requesting a
meeting with you to discuss the role of the AlaskaWomen®s
Commission in your administration. X have never received a written
response to either of these letters, yet today 1 received a
"dismissal¥ letter from you, stating that my "service on this Board
in no longer required.._"

My only indication as to why I and other Commissioner members have
been dismissed is based on comments by your spokesperson. As 1
understand 1it, you believe that the Commission did not represent
“"traditional Tfamily values."

Governor Hickel, 1 am a wife and the mother of two. My son Andrew
is 3 1/2 years old and my daughter Maggie is 14 months old. My
husband and I, like many Alaskan parents both work, in order to pay
for things like groceries, utilities, and our mortgage. We also
want to ensure that our children have the opportunity for a quality
post-secondary education. My husband and 1 are lucky, we both enjoy
our Jobe and would choose to work even if we didn*"t feel it was an
economic necessity, as it is for most working parents.

Governor Hickel, my family 1isa member of St. Mary“"sCatholic
Parish in Kodiak. Inaddition, my husband and X have been involved
in a number of community organizations over the years, 1including
the St. Mary®"s Parish Council, the Kodiak Chamber of Commerce, the
Kodiak Arts Council, the Kodiak Womens Resource and Crisis Center
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and the Kodiak Public Broadcasting Corporation. We give both our
time and money to these and other community organizations in order
to enrich our community and to provide a positive role model for
our children.

Tell me Governor Hickel, what 1i1s i1t about my Jlifestyle or
attitudes, that vyou believe conflicts with the concept of
“"traditional family values*. More to the point, perhaps you could
define, for me and the residents of the State what you and your
administration mean by the term "traditional family values™. |1
happen to live in what is commonly defined as a traditional family
unit, but many women in this State do not.

Does your administration®s focus on "traditional Tfamily values"”
mean that these women will not be represented by "your Alaska
Women®s Commission™? How about the many children in this State that
do not live in traditional family units, are they too going to be
forgotten, by "your Children and Youth Commission”™, as it focuses
on a type of Tfamily unit that is hecoming a minority 1in this
society.

Perhaps, the truth Governor Hickel, 1is that 1 and other Alaska
Women®s Commission members were '"dismissed” not because we don"t
embody ™"traditional family values'™, but because we believe in the
equality of all individuals.

I am proud to consider myself a feminist, which 1 define as a
person who believes that men and women are equal. As a feminist 1
have committed myself to working towards achieving equality for all
people regardless of their sex, ethnic origin, or economic status.
Governor Hickel, 1 want both of my children to have opportunities
for a quality education and economic success, hot just my son. |1
want both of my children to have the opportunity to use their
unique talents as they mature, not jJust my son. I want all the
children 1in this State to have these opportunities, not just my
children.

| am disappointed and angry that the Governor of this State
apparently equates "traditional family values"™ with the continued
inequality of women, and that "traditional family values™ are being
used as an excuse to Qlimit women®s options and opportunities,



rather than to support and encourage women in this State and

people that matter to them, their Tfamilies.

Sincerely,

Linda L. Freed
former Chair of the Alaska Women®"s Commission

c.c. Tormer Alaska Women®s Commission
Seventeenth Alaska State Legislature
Media

the



Alaska W omen’s Resource Center
111 W. 9th Aue., Suite 4 « Anchorage, Alaska 99501 « 1907) 270 052S

TESTIMONY OF BARBARA BAKER ON 1ICR ||/n$rH
BEFORE BOUSE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
March 18,1991

1 have come in support ot HCR 11, as a board member of the Alaska
Women®s Resource Center and as a concerned individual.

Recent events have shaken my belief that Alaska 1is a place where
there is concern about equa.”. ity ot opportunity and a true interest
inthe betterment ot Alaskans. Proposed cuts toessential sociald
service programs and the redirection of theAlaska Women®s
Commission signals a return to "traditional ways™ which silenced
halt ot the state"s population, 1ignored the problems ot domestic
violence and sexual assault and allowed women and their children to
sutler in poverty following divorce.

HCR 11 responds to these concerns. It provides a continued voice
in the political process and continues the vital research necessary
to insure that government policy 1is founded on fact 1instead of
belief. It recognizes that paid staff are essential to securing a
statewide network for information. And, only through the
development of an Alaska Women®s Task Force can the public be
assured that a fair and unbiased assessment be rendered as to the
status of women and their fTamilies.

The Alaska Women®s Resource Center 1is proud of its collaboration
with the Alaska Women % Commission throughout 1its existence.
Several projects were done in tandem and the Commission®s research
has been beneficial 1in directing the focus ot the Women®s Resource
Center"s programs. We offer this same support and collaboration to
the proposed Alaska Women®"s Task Force.

Only through a continued focus on women can the state continue to
achieve greater economic equality for Alaskans and a society that
respects all citizens, not just the "traditional™.
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TESTIMONY BEFORE HOUSE STATE AFFAERS RE: HCR 11
MARCH 18, 1991

Mr Chairman, Committee members. Thank you for this
opportunity to speak to the establishment of the Alaska
Women's Task Force. My name is Jan Foster and 1am speaking
today on behalf of the 250 members of the Alaska Division of
the American Association of University Women.

Since the 1970s when a Status of Women commission was only
an idea, AAUW has been a strong supporter of the Alaska
Women’s Commission. Now we find ourselves unable to continue
our support for the Commission in its current form.

Established in 1978 to improve the status of women in
education, employment, health, homemaking and civil and legal
rights, the Alaska Women's Commission has accomplished much.
AAUW and the Commission have many mutual goals and have a
long history of cooperation. Research, education and
legislative advocacy are common objectives. AAUW and the
Commission have co-cponsored many forums to provide
opportunities to explore the many roles of women in Alaska and
to provide opportunities for the education and advancement of
women. AAUW and other organizations worked with the
Commission to establish LAWS, a vehicle for the dissemination
of important information regarding pending legislation and the
legislative process. In light of the accomplishments of the
Commission, it is with a heavy heart | now testify in favor of a
different vehicle to achieve these goals.

The current budget proposed by the Governor includes only
$30,000 to cover travel expenses for Commissioners. There is
no provision for staff funding although the current Director, Ms.
Ralls, indicates an Executive Director and Assistant will
perform certain duties on a part time basis and as volunteers if
necessary. This might be admirable if it were not so appalling
that during the first week of this arrangement, one of the
duties performed was to prepare a mailing for the Governor's
breakfast. It is not appropriate to sacrifice gains by the women
of Alaska by reverting to social and economic patterns which
belittle Alaska's women.

1111 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 202 785 7700 FAX: 202 785 7797



It is an essential need of government to have an unbiased source
to provide professional research and a data base of information
on issues of equity. The plight of Alaska's women is only
marginally better than in the past:

*in 1980 women in Alaska earned 58 cents whileaman
earned a dollar; today that figure is 62 cents.
«in 1980 women held 11 seats inthe state legislature,

today women hold 14;

*in 1986, the Commission prepared seven bills addressing
needs of women, today four are still pending;

In addition,

ethe fastest growing segment of the population that lives
below the poverty line are women and their children;

*Child sexual abuse and discrimination on the basis of
gender and race are the major causal factors for young women
dropping out of school (see AWC prepared Young Women of
Alaska Speak Out about Dropping Out - Feb 90)

eStatistics indicate 43% of all homicides in Alaska are
related to domestic violence and the rape rate is twice the
national average.

The need for an advocate for Alaska's women is still strong.
The problems experienced by women are magnified when

upport for vital human services is decreased by a state
government looking for ways to reduce its budget. 1commend
your foresight in realizing that although the status of women in
Alaska has improved in some areas, there is a continuing need
for an official group to make recommendations regarding the

opportunities, needs, problems and contributions of women in
Alaska.

AAUW strongly urges you to establish the Alaska Women's Task
Force with adequate funding to continue to improve the status
of women in Alaska.

Janice L. Foster
9621 Spring Hill Drive
Anchorage, AK 99507
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Pro-fam ily?

What a serious agenda might include

Gov. Wally Hickel’s housecleaning has reached the
Alaska Women’s Commission and the Commission on
Children and Youth. He said he wants appointees who
will "’place a greater emphasis on the strength of the
family.”

That seems to imply that the old appointees were
somehow lacking on that score. If that’s the case, the
governor isn’t saying.

What did the previous commission do that the
administration found objectionable? Hickel press aide
Harry Gamble couldn’t say.

Specifically what might the new commissioners do
differently? Again, the press aide couldn’t say.

Absent an explanation, you have to wonder. Gov.
Hickel courted the conservative vote. Coming from
him. "strengthening families" sounds like code for
"Dad brings home the bacon; Mom stays home with
the kids.”

That family model is fine, but it’s not the only one
around. Nor is it necessarily ideal for every family.

It’s legitimate to ask what the state can do to
support the traditional family. But it’s most certainly
not legitimate to stop there.

Families in modern life take many shapes and
forms. Strengthening families means supporting
families the way they are. It doesn’t mean forcing
them to become something they aren’t.

State policies that strengthen families would:

* Ensure that every parent who works can find and
afford good day care.

« Give parents who work the right to take
job-protected leave to care for their new children.

* Make sure all families can get the health care
they need without risking bankruptcy — especially
pregnant women and young children.

« Refuse to permit divorced or absent parents to
escape paying adequate child support.

«Encourage teen-agers not to have ci Rdren before
they're readv for the responsibility of raising them.

«Try to prevent child abuse and speedily
protecting children who are abused.

Many of these issues were on 'he agenda of the
commissioners that Gov. Hickel sacked. If his new
appointees are serious about strengthening the
family, these issues will be on f.heir agenda, too



House State Affairs Committee

Representative Gene Kubina, Chair *H(R]l E?ﬁ?ﬁn@ﬁ@?\?ﬁ%@%‘sT&k

pate: Mar. 18 191 pLace: Capitol, Room 1P *HCR ]2 I-[<e|at| %l cilvseu3|trr$r%@3|n

—'..—MfeogdUcR sfefiefeiawB



DEAR:

NAME:
TITLE:
ADDRESS:
CITY:
PHONE:
BILL NO:
SUBJECT:
MESSAGE:

ARE FLOUNDERING AND DESERVE HELP, TO BE HEALTHY AND PRODUCTIVE.
AN D WORK TO HELP SOLVE PROBLEMS, NOT PRETEND THEY DON'T EXIST.

THANK YOU.

POMID:
DATE:
TIME:

LIONAME:

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

REPRESENTATIVE KUBINA

LYNN AND DEE LASHBROOK

1293 VIEWPOINTE DRIVE

FAIRBANKS
479-0430
HCR 11

ALASKA NOMEN'S TASK FORCE
THE INEQUITIES, PROBLFMS AND PAIN FACING TOO MANY WOMEN AND CHILDREN

WILL NOT SIMPLY DISAPPEAR W/A CHANGE IN THE ADMINISTRATION. TOO MANY FAMILIES

EOM/CLS

07110734
91/03/14
11:07:34
FAIRBANKS LIO

REPRESENTATIVES

BAKER
BOYER
BRIJCKMAN
CHOQUETTE
B.DAVIS
DONLEY
FINKELSTEIN
GONZALES
GRUSSENDORF
HUDSON
JACKO
LARSON
LINCOLN
MACLEAN
M.A.MILLER
MOYER
°ARNELL
P.PHILLIPS
TAYLOR
ZAWACKI

REPRESENTATIVES

BARNES
BROWN
CARNEY
DAVIDSON
C.DAVIS
ELLIS
FOSTER
GRUENBERG
HANLEY
IVAN
KOPONEN
LEMAN
MACKIE
MARTIN
M.W.MILLER
NAVARRE
G.PHILLIPS
SHARP
ULMER

MAI< 1 L Yb9»

ZIP: 99709

SENATORS

ADAMS
COLLINS
COTTEN
DUNCAN
ELIASON
FAHRENKAMP
FISCHER
FRANK
HALFORD
HOFFMAN
JONES
KERTTULA
MENARD
PEARCE
POURCHQT
RODEY
SHULTZ
STURGULEWSKI
UEHLING
ZHAROFF

SUPPORT HCR 11
PLEASE RESPOND



DEAR:

NAME:
TITLE:
ADDRESS:
CITY:
PHONE:
BILL NO:
SUBJECT:
MESSAGE:

ALASKANS.

FCMID:
DATE:
TIME:

LIONAME:

COPIES:

PUBLIC opinion MESSAGE

REPRESENTATIVE KUBINA

GINA M. TABACHKI

P.O. BOX 75134
FAIRBANKS
479-2132

ZIP: 99707

I URGE YOU TO SUPPORT HCR 11 AND HB 170 TO CREATE AN ALASKA WOMEN’'S
TASK FORCE TO REPLACE THE CURRENT ALASKA WOMEN'S COMMISSION. ITS WORK IMPROVING
WOMEN'S LEGAL, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC STATUS IN ALASKA IS VITALLY IMPORTANT TO ALL

07133730
91/03/14
13:37:30
FAIRBANKS LIO

REPRESENTATIVES

BAKER

BOYER
BRUCKMAN
CHOOUFTTE
B.DAVIS
DONLEY
FINKELSTEIN
GONZALES
GRUSSENDORF
HUDSON
JACKO
LARSON
LINCOLN
MACLEAN
M.A.MILLEP
MOYER
PARNELL
R.PHILLIPS
TAYLOR
ZAWACKI

EOM-FZ

REPRESENTATIVES

BARNES
BROWN
CARNEY
DAVIDSON
C.DAVIS
ELLIS
FOSTER
GRUENS3ERG
HANLEY
IVAN
KOPONEN
LEMAN
MACKIE
MARTIN
M.W.MILLER
NAVARRE
G.FHILLIP5
SHARP
ULMER
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COVMSSIONERS

Mary McCiinton,

Chair

Residence; Douglas

Age: 55 .

Marital Status: Married

Children: Fivo

(one stepchild)

Party: Democrat

Churdi: Mount Zion

Baptist Church

Occupation: Mental health _worker

Prolessbnal experience: Youlh counsebr; correc-1
tbnal officer: job dovebper. Since.1973

Other activities: Juneau Women's Council
cducalbn: Associate of Arts Degree *
Interests: Make commissbn.less exdusrve."
What qualifies me (or women's commissbn role:
"Fifty-five years should count for something."

Carol Mikes,

Vce Chair

Residence: Anchorage

Age: 38

Marital Status: Married

Children: Three

Party: Republican

Church: Christian

Occupation: Homemaker

Professbnal experience: Statistician. 1977-/9; 1985
Other adMlies: Campaign volunteer. Public speech
topics Incbde: home management (Abbott Loop
Christian Center) and influence of television on
children

Educatbn: High school graduate. Three years of
college

Interests: Domestc violence; sexual harassment
What Qualities me tor women's commissbn role:

SECTION £ March 29, 1991

\'C Mvr,

Daily News reporter
When the new'members of the Alaska
*Women’s/Commission met last Saturday,
their first task was to clean house.
The eight commissioners, who were
appointed in early February by Gov.
Wally Hickel, voted to fire former Execu-
tive Director Ruth Lister and to accept the
resignation of Evelyn Tucker, the commis-
sion’s information officer.

The scene was tense: Commissioners Ignored repeat-
ed warnings by ;AZ Vazquez, the attorney general’s
appointee to the commission, that they might violate
open-meetings law by firing Lister without her pres-
ent.

They also ignored requests by former Vice Chair
Linda Freed that the commission delay its vote for 20
minutes until Lister arrived to respond to the list of
complaints: failing to file paperwork for more than a

.year, refusing to put some women on the commission's

mailinallst and "oDen hostility” to the Hickel admin;

Mcowics: PUzzes, horoscope /E-89

Faye Hising,

Member at Largo

Residence: Kodiak

Ago: 36

Marital Status:

Single' mother

Children: Two

Party:  Democrat

Churdi: Southern Baptist

Occupation: Bookkeeper

Prolessbnal experience: Secretary; offbe manager,

since 1975 « 7T >
Other adivitles: Volunteer, Kodiak Emblem Club
(Ladies' Eks Club) - &

Educalbn: High school graduate. Courses in word \
processing, data entry

Interests: Child support enforcement; drug and sex

educatbn for children .,

What qualities me tor women's commissbn rote:

Single molher and formerly battered wife

Baitara Tyncall

Residence: North Pole
(Fairbanks)

Age: 42
Marital Status: Married"
Children: Five

Party: Republican

Church: North Pole

Assembly of God

Occupation' Homemaker/Teacher

Professional experience: Language disabilities
teacher. Since 1988

Other adMties: Committee woman in Republican
Party

Educatbn: High school graduate. Now completing
iruimallom rinnrao  —eee .



Public speaking skills and experience as a statistician

Karen Byron
Residence: Wasllla

Age:: 40 ;

Marital Status: Married
Children: Throe

Party: Republican

Church; Midvalloy
Christian Center

(Husband Richard Is pastor)
Occupation: Homemaker

ilier .activities; Tead*x"'; aide
%\%UU:. JA00) graduate
| '1-.0sts; Family values

What qualities me tor women's commission role: Wife
and mother; church activities

Karen MoGahan

Residence: Nikiski

(Kenal Peninsula)

Age: 47

Marital Status: Mamed

Children: Four

Party: Republican

Church: Peninsula

Bible Fellowship nj
Occupation: Homemaker/Sales clerk .
Professional experience: Sales clerk. Since 1989.
Other Activities: , Nkiski Community Council; Kenai'
Peninsula Borough Assembly;" Gov. WaDy Hickel
campaign volunteer. Sponsored legislation in Bor-
ough Assembly to ban abortions in hospitals on the
Kenal Peninsula. Convicted of criminal trespass' lor<.
blocking an abortion clinic .

Education: High school graduate. Some college'-
courses

Interests: Increase respeci for homemakers

Whai qualifies me for women's commission role:
Political experience

ByANNEC ROARK

Gennemne Ralls,

Staff

Residence: Anchorage

Age: 41

MarilaJ Stalus: Mamed

Children: Two

Party: Republican

Church: Abbott Loop

Christian Center,

Anchorage Christian Center and Mid-town Christian
Center m . |

Occupation: Homemaker ,

Professional experience:. Sign language interpreter.
home school teacher /';v

Other adKrilies: Leader and Prayer/Action Chapter
Leader for Concerned Women for America; pro-life
activist. Slalewide coordinator of volunteers for Gov.
WaDy Hickers campaign. Sunday school teacher
Education: High school graduate

Interests: Restricting pornography

What qualifies me for women's commission role:
Volunteer experience ]

struck the 78-year-old Vien- when they die. Here, we try

Interests: Educational standards; financial survival for
single mothers

What qualifies me for womon's commission role:
Raising a largo family

Liz Vazquez, attorney

general's appointee

Roskfenco: Anchorage

Age: 39

Marital Status: Married

Children: None

Party: Republican

Church: Episcopalian

Occupation: Lawyer

Professional experience: Allomoy general's ollico;
private practice; Treasury Department Since 1977
Other Activities: Equal Rights Commissbn; School
Budget Advisory Commisshn

Educatbn: Law degree; collego degree

Interests; Legal issues; educalbn; wolfare reform
What qualifies me for women's commissbn rote:
Legal background

Carol Sturgulewski

Residence: Unalaska

Age; 34

Martial Status: Married

Children: One

Party: Nonpartisan

Church: a. Christopher

by the Sea (Calholb)

Occupatbn: Free-lance writer

Recent prolessbnal experience: Writer and editor
Since 1977.

Other activities: President, Unalaska Senbr Citizens;
former Alaska Press Cbb presidenl

Educatbn; College graduate

Interests: Housing; health care; open meeting issues
What qualifies me for women's commissbn rote;
Feature writing

Presley, Dr. Martin Luther the rise),” said Studs Terkel,

A mericans
preoccupied
with finding
the flaws

of tty! famous

Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES - When
Rudolph Ekstein learned
last month that his late
friend Bruno Bettelheim had
been accused of plagiarism,
Ekstein was heartsick but
not surprised.

Not that he ever doubted
the integrity of the legend-
ary child psychologist. What

nese-bom psychoanalyst was
the seemingly inexorable
need of Americans to dimin-
ish the great thinkers and
leaders of their society.
“For some reason in this
country, we have the need to
tear down idols and heroes,”
Ekstein said in his office
here. "In Europe, we build
monuments to great men

so very hard to find out
what they did wrong while
they were alive.”

Countless Americans who
approached hero status in
life have fallen prey to ex-
cruciating examination after
their deaths: Thomas Jeffer-
son, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
John F. Kennedy, Sinclair
Le- is, I\ﬁ:L. Mencken, Elvis

King Jr.

Fueled by incessant prob-
ing from scholars, an almost
prurient curiosity within the
media and a growing public
cynicism, the nation seems
preoccupied with the flaws
of the famous.

Has hero bashing become
a national pastime?

"It does(seem to be (or/

author of "American
Dreams: Lost and Found,"”
"Hard Times" and other
books on the American char-
acter.

“The problem is we
(Americans) don't know who
our heroes are," Terkel said.
With some exceptions”--

Please see Page E-3, FL
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Commissioner Karen
McGahan described how a
lawyer had pressed her to
identify herself In court as a
member of the Kenai Penin-
sula Borough Assembly, in-
stead of as n homemaker. He
thought it gave her more
credibility as a character
witness.

"It takes more intelli-
gence to be the latter,” she
quipped.

Mikos spoke of the "disre-
spect” she felt from femi-
nists when she chose to stay
home and take care of her
children. "My philosophy is
that women should be free
to be whatever they want to
be," she said.

Clearly the new commis-
sion is eager to strengthen
the voice of women who
choose traditional lifestyles.
Most of the commissioners
introduced themselves first
as mothers, listing the
names and ages of their chil-
dren.

But the large number of
homemakers on the commis-
sion. and the strongly con-
servative views of some, has
left a number of legislators
and'Jormer commissioners
questioning whether the
commission can serve the
full array of women’ inter-
ests in the state.

"This is a women's com-

Datebook

Anchorage Dally News

COMM

mission, this is not a family
commission,” said Freed.
Only about 18 percent of

women in Alaska are in
"traditional™ families in
which the husband works

and the wife stays at home
with children, according IC
1980 census figures, the lat-
est available. Nationwide,
less than 10 percent of wom-
en live in traditional fami-

lies, according to 9 to 5,

National Association of

Working Women.
Ex-information officer

Tucker said the new commis-
sioners have no history of
activism on causes advanc-
ing the status of women.
"On the whole, the wom-
en who were selected for Ihe
commission were women
who had no connection at all
with the women's move-
ment, or womm who were
openly hostile and critical of
the women’s movement in
the past,"” Tucker said.
State Rep. Niilo Koponen,
D-Fairbanks, is concerned
enough about the governor’s
selections that he introduced
legislation calling for a sepa-
rate task force to advise the

legislature on women's
needs.

He said he hopes the
House and Senate will act

on the bill before the close

of this legislative session.
"These people may have

felt underrepresented in the

Alaskan of the Year banquet

The 1991 Alaskan of the Year will be announced at
the annual banquet Saturday at the Sheraton
Anchorage Hotel. The selection was made by a
statewide electorate of more than 60 former winners
and members of the Alaskan of the Year Committee.

Former winners include Bob Atwood, Bob Bartlett,
Gov, Wally Hickel, Ernest Gruening, Bill Egan, Bob
Reeve, Nick Begich, Ted Stevens, Howard Rock, Noel
Wien, EImer Rasmuson, Fred Machetanz, Al
Bramstedt, Edith Bullock, John Butrovich, Evangeline
Atwood, George Sullivan, Joe Usibelli, Larry Carr,
Bill Wood, Irene Ryan, " 11 Snedden, Bill Tobin, Carl
Brady Sr. and Frank Reed Sr.

For more information, contact Elaine Atwood at

274-4900.

Films and fun Saturday

A host of films will be offered Saturday as pnrt of
the Chugiak-Eagle River Library and the Z.J. Loussac

Library film series.

“The Remarkable
nf O o nedbhi

Wenelsmwcycle“ will bo shown

Friday, March 29,1991
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W ants to strengthen

If there isone thing the new commissioners made
clear in the course of their fuii-day meeting, itis that
they won't tolerate homemakers being treated like
“just housewives” anymore.

past,” Koponen said. “But
to have such a total
shake-up and such a narrow
base I'm not sure the
governor is going to get the
input he needs to find out
what the general public
wants."”

Mary McClinton, the new
chairwoman, for years had
the same complaint about
the former women's commis-
sion. She testified in favor
of dissolving the group be-
fore the Senate Health, Edu-
cation and Social Services
Committee in 1988 because
of what she saw as its bias
against women with conser-
vative views.

The next year, McClinton
lobbied for legislation,
which subsequently passed,
requiring the women's com-
mission to include at least
one homemaker.

Former members and
staff of the commission said
there was never any preju-
dice against, women who
stay at home/ Gov. Steve
Cowper chose commissioners
to represent women in the
different circumstances they
live in — single, married,
divorced, working and non-
working. .

The former women's com-
mission had two members
who identified themselves as
homemakers: Florence Es-
mailka, a married Native
from Ruby who has her own

Names & Faces

as well as adopted and fos-
ter children, and Kathleen
Harrington from Anchorage,
who is married and has four
children.

The earlier commission
had two other Native mem-
bers as well — one single
and one unmarried with
children. Other commission-
ers included a Filipino wom-~
an who is single but takes
care of her brother’s chil-
dren, a man, several married
mothers who work, and a
single professional, woman.

Now, four of the eight¥Vv
commissioners are home-
makers or were primarily
homemakers and have just
recently joined the work
force. AIll but two of the
eight commissioners are
married mothers.

The exceptions are Faye
Hilsinger, a single working
mother, and Vazquez, the

attorney general's appoin- «

tee, who is married and has
no children.

Two natives were ap-
pointed to the new 10-mem-
ber commission: Fat Weimer
of Ketchikan, who was not
at the first meeting and said
she intends to resign, and
Brenda Itta-Lee of Barrow,
who has already resigned.

What the changes in the
commission's membership
will mean for commission
policy is unclear. So far, the
new commissioners have on-

Academy nominations

Sen. Frank Murkowski has announced his
nominations to the United States Service Academies,
including West Point Military Academy, the United
States Naval Academy, the United States Air Force

ly praised the former com-
mission's activities, and
they decided Saturday to go
ahead with virtually all of
the same projects.

Among them is a report
on teen-age pregnhancy that
is scheduled to go to print in
April. The commission also
plans to continue work on a
leadership and sobriety con-
ference to be held in Bethel
on April 24 and 25.

Commissioner Barbara
Tyndall of North Pole, how-
ever, said later that the new
commissioners were meeting
for the first time and had
little to base their decisions
on' other"tlfan the former
commission's proposals. "We
have not really made any
decisions about what direc-
tion we will go in," she said.

Because of limited fund-
ing, Vice Chairwoman Carol
Mikos said, the commission
will continue to focus re-
sources on "survival" issues,
such as sobriety and domes-
tic violence.

The key difference, M'kos

said, is that the new .ora-
mission will reach out to a
"broader spectrum®”, of

women's groups. The group
that came to mind, Mikos
said, was Concerned Women
for America.

Concerned Women for
America is a fundamentalist
group that describes itself as
designed "to preserve, pro-
tect and promote traditional
and Judeo-Christian val-
ues." Among other things,
the organization opposes
abortion and the teaching of
evolution and other "secular
humanist" beliefs in schools.

Glennenne Ralls, who has
been hired to run the com-

ission offjce, at least until
rSn‘f'* mab""* nnr'l'tl-hlyA

t

voice of homemakers

that organization. Ralls was
also statewide coordinator
of volunteers for Hickel's
gubernatorial campaign.

Mikos said the new com-
mission does not want to
"alienate" feminists. “We
can use this as an opportuni-
ty to work together,” she
said.

But former commissioners
say the new commission has
gotten off to a bad start in
that regard. Harrington,
Lister's lawyer, stood up
near the close of the meeting
Saturday and urged commis-
sioners to "consider resign-
ing from a commission for
women that would treat
women this way."

Harrington cited the com-
mission's decision to fire
Lister while she was not
present. Lister has not decid-
ed whether to take legal
action, but Harrington said
she expects to continue re-
ceiving her $50,000-a-year
salary until the commission
gets around to firing her
according to proper proce-
dures.

Attorney General Charles
Cole did not return repeated
calls for comment on the
legality of the commission's
action. Ralls said the com-
mission planned a telecon-
ference to resolve the issue.

Harrington also said the

commission’s two secretar-
ies, Sue Peterson and Wilma
"Billy" Harvey, had been
asked by Ralls to clear out
their desks the same day
Ralls sent them flowers in
honor of "Hire Older Alas-
kans Week."
" The commission has of-
fered to reinstate both wom-
en. Harvey said she has not
decided what to do. Peterson
said she no longer wants to
work for the commission.

Peterson, who is 56 and
was employed under a feder-
ally funded program for old-
er workers, said she talked
to Ralls after she was tired
and said she was worried
she would not be able to
find another job because of
her age. Peterson S3id Ralls
responded: "Well, you know
dear, you should dye your
hair."”

"l was not being nasty,"”
Ralls said later of the ex-



annual Easter party will include crafts for children of
all ages.

"Myra'land "The Glitterball” will be offered from 2
to 3 p.m. at the Loussac Library.

The Muldoon Libraiy will host a Spring Craft Fair
beginning at 2 p.m. School-age children are invited to
join in making a variety of colorful spring crafts.

In brief

* The Alaskan Rabbit Breeders Club will host a show
Saturday at the Cottonwood Creek' Mall in Wasilla.
Entry time is 8a.m.; judging will be from 9a m to 6:30
p.m. There will be two shows, A and B. Cost per rabbit
for show A is $3, for both shows, 54.50. Rabbits must
be purebred. Information: Lori Schroppel at 345-7390.

*The Pioneers of Alaska, Igloo No. 15 and Auxiliary
No. 4 will host a Spring Break-up Boll, 8 p.m.’
Saturday at the Pioneer Hall. Tickets, 55 per person,
are available at the door. Members of Auxiliary No. 4
ore asked to bring hors-d'oeuvres. Information:
Marguerite Grau at 563-7216. .

e « An Easter Arts and Crafts Bazaar will be from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday at Chugiak Elementary School.
An Easter egg hunt for children ages 12 and younger
will be at 11 a.m. Saturday on the school playground.
Information: Daryl at 688-3484 or Kay at 688-2677.
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Academy.

Anchorage area nominations include: Eugene Akers,
D. Victor Alexander, A. Dana Kel'ey, Jeremiah
Stephen and Robert Schmidt to Air Force; Jeff Fondy,
Richard Green, Kurt Krueger, Len Warner, Todd
Byerly and Eyran Richards to Navy; Donald Kallio Jr.,
Jeff Lentfer and Lawrence Long to Army; Jason
Graham, Kurt Krueger, Jennifer Spencer and Len
Warner to Merchant Marine.

The respective academies will designate finalists for
each appointment by summer.
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Egg Decorating Contest

Kids! Brin%your specially decorated, hard-cooked egg lo the Daily Nows
tables to bo eligible to win great prizes!

Enclose the egg and this entry (orm in a plastic bag (or an orange Dail
Nows sloeve) and bring to the tables marked "Decorating Contest"
1:30 pm on March 31st.

« Limited to one entry per child

ame: Prizlvjvi %ﬁ'md
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