


Testim ony o f Robert Martin , J r., Genera l M anager o f  T ling it Haida REA:
May 7, 1 9 92  

Senate Jo in t Reso lu tion  No. 4 0

Energy and T ransm ission C o rrid o rs  w ith in the Tongass National Forest.

1. G enera l Manager o f  T lingit-Haida REA
2. Serves five SE villages d irectly , a sixth on  contract, and working to 
bu ild  a new system in a com m unity which does not have centra l 
e lectric ity .
3. Like m any ru ra l utilities, we are dependent on  PCE.
4. Un like m any, we are w orking ex trem e ly  h ard  to p repare  fo r  the day 
PCE is gone. O ur succ ss is re flec ted  in continuous rate decreases since 
PCE--from  4 1 4  /  kwh in 1981  to 2 9 4  /  kwh today.
5. Rate decreases means the State pays less PCE to us than it wou ld 
have.
6. W hen faced w ith an emergency, it is always best to tu rn  to the tried 
and p roven  so lu tions. We have seen o n ly  two so lu tions w ith consistently 
good resu lts:

a. C onso lidation  o f u tilities to gain adm in istra tive , financ ia l and 
technical econom ies o f  scale. THREA, AVEC, AP&T are 
successful conso lidated utilities.

b. Regional interties which w ou ld  connect com m unity load  centers 
w ith the most effic ien t and cost-effective sources o f  power. 
Connection o f  Craig to K lawock a llow ed rates to  decrease in 
both  communities.

7. In terties have benefits beyond connection to a source o f  power.:
a. Peak loads are not additive. The combined load  peak is not the 

sum o f the ind iv idua l peaks. This means less generation is 
needed.

b. Standby capability can be reduced because standby generation 
in one community can be standby generation fo r  both . Again, 
less generation capab ility  is needed.

c. More effic ient generation equ ipm ent can be acquired , because 
the la rge r generating units tend to be m ore effic ient.



d. Small h yd ro  and o th e r generation units tend to be fa ir ly  
expensive pe r un it o f power. G enera lly , the la rg e r the p ro ject, 
the low er the p e r un it cost. Combining load  centers with 
interties allows consideration o f la rger, less costly pro jects. 
Tyee Lake was made possib le by the connection o f W range ll 
and Petersburg.

e. Connection o f load  centers allows consideration  o f p ro jects fa r  
beyond the confines o f the immediate area su rround ing  the 
community , (cite examples o f  Lake Dorothy-Juneau : expensive. 
Takatz Lake-Sitka: too large. But i f  in tertied  to Sitka and Tyee, 
next p ro jec t w ou ld be T a k a tz -o r  Thomas Bay. D o ro th y  wou ld 
never be considered.

f. Many active fuel-storage tank fa rm s can be elim inated. This 
elim inates m any potentia l sources o f sp ills , because every 
active tank fa rm  presents a poten tia l fo r  fu e l spill.

8. Interties (and  Regionalization ) a llow  d e liv e ry  o f  low -cost energy to 
a ll o f the areas w ithin the transm ission rou te . S itka-Petersburg includes 
Kake. Sitka Juneau includes Angoon, Tenakee, H oonah, Greens Creek and 
West Douglas.

I f  ru ra l areas are to survive, they need jobs. I f  jobs are to be 
created, they need industry . I f  industry  is to be developed in ru ra l 
areas, industry  needs low  cost power.
Fo r instance, interties wou ld a llow  deve lopm ent o f  fish processing 
facilities c lo se r to the fisherm en. Q ua lity  and va lue would be 
enhanced, and both the fisherm en and the processors would benefit.

9. The routes fo r  transm ission and fo r  tran spo rta tion  within the 
Tongass are well-known. Transm ission lines are re la tive ly  unobtrusive , 
and even brand-new  a lum inum  wires become less visib le w ith on ly  a few 
m onths o f  weathering. The Snettisham line , the Tyee line and the Swan 
Lake line are a ll good examples.
10. I s trong ly  urge passage o f  this im portan t reso lu tion , because it w ill 
p reserve the op tion  to create perm anent so lu tions to the energy and 
transpo rta tion  p rob lem s in Southeast Alaska.
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

While in Ketchikan 
352 Front Street 

Ketchikan. AK 99901 
907-225-9675

Senator Lloyd Jones

While in Juneau 
P.O. Bo* V 

Juneau, AK 99811 
907-465-3743

CS for Senate Joint Resolution 40(RES)
Relating to identified hydroelectric sites and energy transmission and 

surface transportation requirements for Southeast Alaska
SPONSOR STATEMENT

The purpose o f this resolution is to make a legislative statement 
emphasizing to the federal government that southeast Alaska has certain 
requirements for its economic future. And that transportation and utility 
corridors and potential hydroelectric sites have a direct impact on economic 
development. Inexpensive power and efficient multi-modal transportation 
are vital for a promising economic future for Alaska’s southeastern region. 
In order to accomplish this goal, an efficient and integrated system o f 
distribution o f energy and transportation is necessary.
Southeast Alaska now has many o f the ingredients necessary for a positive 
economic future. The Alaska Marine Highway System and numerous 
hydroelectric facilities already serve to keep the region's economy moving. 
Yet, there are other opportunities to facilitate more economic prosperity. 
Among them would be an integration o f the ferry system to the continental 
highway system. Highways linking Juneau, Wrangell and Ketchikan to the 
Canadian road system would provide additional access to Southeast Alaska 
via the marine highway. It would also promote more travel between the 
southern region o f Yukon and northern British Columbia.
F ISHERY AND TOURISM OPPORTUNITIES
Highway links to and on the islands o f Southeast Alaska would free the 
fe rry  system from less profitable routes to serve the higher revenue 
generating ones. With these roads the fishing industry would enjoy more 
reasonable and flexible shipping options for fresh fish. Shipping fish via the 
highway system is considerably cheaper than air freight. It also allows a 
higher volume o f seafood product to be shipped fresh during busy periods.
SHARED ENERGY POTENTIAL
Energy transmission would be facilitated through the interconnection o f the 
southeast power grid. Ketchikan and Sitka are nearly reaching their peak

H>dcr • Satman • Ketchikan • Mcyeo Chock • Wrangell • Pctenburg • Kuptcanot



energy generation capacity. I f  there was a power grid reaching these two 
communities, there would be an overa ll surplus o f energy available 
connecting W rangell, Petersburg and Ketchikan. The state would be 
earning fu ll income from this project.
The state's Tyee hydro generation facility can easily be connected to 
Ketchikan in the near future. The right-of-way has been laid out. Yet, the 
U.S. Forest Service, as a result o f the Tongass Timber Reform Act and the 
Tongass Land Management Revision is considering designating one of the 
principle energy transmission routes, as Scenic River under the National 
Wild and Scenic River System. While this does not in itse lf preclude a 
transmission line through the area - it makes its implementation much 
more difficult and expensive. This is what Congress and its agent, the 
Forest Service, continue to lay in the way o f economic development in our 
region o f the state.
HYDROELECTRIC POTENTIAL
There are many potential hydroelectric sites in southeast Alaska which 
will provide for the future growth in the region's economy. There is a 
concern that the Forest Service may put many of the potential sites in to a 
more restrictive category. This resolution requests this not be done There 
are sites which are identified that fa ll within wilderness areas; it is 
recognized that they would probably not be affected by this resolution.
H ISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE
In  1987 and 1988 I asked several government agencies and private 
organizations to meet on a regular basis to draw up a transportation and 
utility corridor plan for southeast Alaska. The purpose was to develop a 
plan which would serve the needs o f southeast Alaska well into the next 
century.
I t  was originally intended this plan would not be an official endorsement o f 
any group but rather a model to be used by the various agencies. It seemed 
appropriate at the time, but now the Tongass Timber Reform Act has 
passed and the Tongass Land Management Revision is being considered. 
There well may be additional Congressional oversight. It  is time for the 
A laska Legislature to take a unified and formal stand is support o f 
Southeast Alaska’s economic future by endorsing this plan for the region .



P A R T I C I P A T I N G  A G E N C I E S  A N D  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S

The group was represented by the following state agencies:
Department o f Commerce, Alaska Power Authority (AEA) 
Department o f Transportation, S.E. Region 
Department o f Commerce and Economic Development 
Department o f Natural Resources, SE Region 
Department o f Transportation, Marine Highway Division

The following federal agencies were represented:
Federal Highway Administration 
United States Forest Service 
Bureau of Indian Affaires 
Bureau o f Mines
Department o f Energy, Alaska Power Administration 
Army Corps o f Engineers

These private interests were represented:
Sealaska Corporation
Tlingit and Hoida Regional Electric Authority



Testim ony o f  Robert M artin , Jr., G enera l M anager o f T lingit Haida REA:
May 7 , 1 9 92  

Senate Joint Reso lu tion No. 4 0

Energy and T ransm ission C orridors w ithin the Tongass National Forest.

1. G enera l M anager o f T lingit-Haida REA
2. Serves five SE villages d irecdy, a sixth on  contract, and working to 
bu ild  a new system in a com m unity which does not have centra l 
e lectric ity .
3 . Like m any ru ra l u tilities, we are dependent on PCE.
4 . U n like  m any, we are w orking ex trem e ly ha rd  to p repare fo r  the day 
PCE is gone. O ur success is re flec tec in continuous rate decreases since 
PC E -from  4 1 4  /  kwh in 1981  to 294  /  kwh today.
5 . Rate decreases means the State pays less PCE to us than it w ould 
have.
6 . W hen faced with an emergency, it is always best to tu rn  to the tried 
and p roven  so lu tions. We have seen o n ly  two so lu tions w ith consistently 
good resu lts :

a. Conso lida tion  o f  utilities to gain adm inistra tive , financia l and 
technical econom ies o f  scale. THREA, AVEC, AP&T are 
successful conso lidated utilities.

b . Regional interties which wou ld connect com m unity load  centers 
with the most e ffic ien t and cost-effective sources o f power. 
Connection o f Craig to K lawock a llow ed rates to decrease in 
both  communities.

7 . In terties have benefits beyond connection to a source o f power.:
a. Peak loads are n o t additive. The combined load  peak is not the 

sum o f  the ind iv idua l peaks. This means less generation is 
needed.

b. S tandby capab ility  can be reduced because standby generation 
in  one com m un ity can be standby generation fo r  both . Again, 
less generation capab ility  is needed.

c. More e ffic ien t generation equipm ent can be acquired , because 
the la rg e r generating units tend to  be m ore efficient.



d. Sm all h yd ro  and o the r generation un its tend to be fa ir ly  
expensive p e r un it o f  power. G enera lly , the la rg e r the p ro ject, 
the low er the p e r un it cost. Combining lo ad  centers with 
interties a low s  consideration o f  la rg e r, less costly p ro jects. 
Tyee L ake ' /as made possib le by the connection o f W range ll 
and Petersi urg.

e. Connection o f  load centers allows considera tion  o f p ro jec ts fa r  
beycnu the confines o f  the im m ediate area su rround ing  the 
com m unity , (cite examples o f  Lake Dorothy-Juneau : expensive. 
T akatz Lake-Sitka: too large. But i f  in te rtied  to Sitka and Tyee, 
next p ro jec t w ou ld be Takatz--o r Thomas Bay. D o ro thy  wou ld  
neve / be considered.

f. M any active fuel-storage tank fa rm s can be elim inated. This 
e lim inates m any potentia l sources o f  sp ills , because every 
active tank fa rm  presents a po ten tia l fo r  fu e l sp ill.

8. In te rties (and  Regionalization ) a llow  d e liv e ry  o f  low-cost energy to 
a ll o f the areas w ithin the transm ission rou te . S itka-Petersburg includes 
Kake. Sitka Juneau includes Angoon, Tenakee, H oonah , Greens Creek and 
West Doug las.

I f  ru ra l areas are to survive, they need jobs . I f  job s are to be 
created , they need industry . I f  in du stry  is to  be deve loped in ru ra l 
areas, indu stry  needs low  cost power.
F o r instance, interties w ould a llow  deve lopm ent o f  fish  processing 
facilities c lo se r to the fisherm en. Q ua lity  and va lue would be 
enhanced, and both the fisherm en and the p rocessors would benefit.

9 . The routes fo r  transm ission and fo r  tran sp o rta tion  w ithin the 
Tongass are well-known. Transm ission lines are re la tive ly  unobtrusive , 
and even brand-new  a lum inum  wires become less visib le w ith on ly  a few 
m onths o f  weathering. The Snettisham line , the Tyee line and the Swan 
Lake lin e  are a ll good examples.
10 . I s trong ly  u rge passage o f this im po rtan t reso lu tion , because it w ill 
p reserve the op tion  to create perm anent so lu tion s to the energy and 
tran spo rta tion  p rob lem s in Southeast A laska.



SOUTHEAST ALASKA CORR IDOR PLANNING

SCOPE
* Identify potential opportunities fo r coordinating planning efforts and 
sharing o f resources to achieve actual improvements.

* Assign agency priorities in terms o f  general time frames in which 
significant activity is expected to occur.



M ATRIX  DEFIN IT IONS
Transportation - Extensions o f Regional or Sub-regional surface 

transportation links.
Utility - Transmission o f power and/or other utilities, including pipelines.
Timber - Development and harvest o f timber resources.
Mining - Exploration, extraction, processing, and transportation 

o f mineral resources.
Lands - Access to lands for community expansion, or for 

development o f new recreational opportunities.

Time Codes - O = Existing
A = less than 5 years 
B = 5 to 20 years 
C = more than 20 years 
X = Unknown



S.E. ALASKA CORRIDOR PLANNING

CORRIDOn SEGMENT MAP REF RCTIUITY
TRflNSP. UTILITV TIMBER MINING LANDS

Mctlakatla to Ketchikan 01 C A
Ketchikan to Kasaan 02 O B
Kasaan to Thome Bay 03 B B B B
Hollis to Thome Bay via Karta Bay 04 C C B
P.O.W. Island - Control Lake to Pt. Baker 05 B C O B
Craig to Klawock to Hydaburg to Hollis 06 O O/B O O
Klawock to Thome Bay 07 O B O O
Revilla Island - Ketchikan to Carroll Inlet 08 B O B B
Carroll Inlet to Portland Canal 09 C c
Carroll Inlet to Cow Creek 10 B A B
Cow Creek to Tyee Lake 11 C A
Ketchikan to Cleveland Peninsula 12 C
Cleveland Peninsula to Thome Bay 13 C
Cleveland Peninsula to Tyee Lake 14 C
Bradfield River Route to Border 15 B A O
Tyee Lake to Wrangell 16 C O C
Wrangell to Tolstoi Bay 16A C
Wrangell to Petersburg 17 C O B
Aaron Creek Route to Border 18 C X
Stikine River Route to Border 19 C X
Kake to Petersburg 20 B B B
West Petersburg to Petersburg 20A B
Kake to Snettisham 21 B
Kake to Baranof Warm Springs 22 C B
Baranof Warm Springs to Sitka 23 C C
Sitka to Rodman Creek 24 C B C
Rodman Creek to Rodman B v 25 C B
Rodman Creek to Sitkoh Bay 26 B
Sitkoh Bay to Angoon 27 C
Sitkoh Bay to Hoonah 28 B
Hoonah to Young Bay 29 B C
Juneau to North Douglas Middle Point 30 B A C
N. Douglas Middle Point to Greens Creek 31 A 0
Juneau to Border via Taku River Route 32 C X C
Juneau to Snettisham 33 0 c
Juneau to Echo Cove 34 O c B B
Echo Cove to Berners Bay 35 B c B B



S.E. ALASKA CORRIDOR PLANNING

CORRIDOR SEGMENT MRP REF. RCTIUITY
TRflNSP. UTILITY TIMBER MINING LRNDS

Bcmcrs Bay to Skagway 36 C C
Skagway to Whitehorse 37 0 C
Berners Bay to William Henry Bay 38 c X C
Wiliam Henry Bay to Haines 39 c X
Haines to Skagway 40 c c C
Haines to Border via Haines Highway 41 0 c C
Yakutat to Border via Alsek River 42 c X C C



* MAP REFERENCE AND CO RR IDO R  SEGMENT
* ROUTE  DESCRIPT ION
* M AJOR ACTIV IT IES
* INVOLVED  AGENCIES

01 M ETLAKATLA TO KETCH IKAN

From end o f the existing road system at Metlakatla northwesterly to the 
north end o f Annette Island, across Revilla Channel to the road system on 
Revilla Island.

Road and ferry transportation between communities.
Electric power transmission.
Community expansion.

DOT/PF, APA, BIA

02 KETCH IKAN  TO KASAAN

From Ketchikan to Kasaan via Clarence Strait and Kasaan Bay.

Ferry service between communities.
Electric power transmission.

APA, DOT/PF

03 KASAAN TO  THORNE BAY

From Kasaan northerly to Tolstoi Bay and Thome Bay via upgraded loggin 
roads.

Transportation between communities.
Electric power transmission.
Timber harvest.
State Lands.

BIA, SEALASKA, APA, DNR, USFS



04 H O L L I S  T O  T H O R N E  B A Y

From Hollis, along the east shore of Kasaan Bay via Karta Bay and Tolstoi 
Bay to Thome Bay.

Transportation between communities.
Timber harvest.
Recreation opportunities.
State Lands

DOT/PF, DNR, USFS

05 CONTROL LA KE  TO POINT BAKER

From existing State Highway at Control Lake to north end of Prince o f Wales 
Island near Point Baker, via upgraded logging roads.

Transportation between communities.
Timber harvest.
Recreational opportunities.
State selected lands.

USFS, DOT/PF, DNR

06 CRAIG TO KLA W O CK TO HYDABURG TO HOLLIS

Existing State Highway system.

Transportation between communities.
Timber harvest 
Recreational opportunities.
State lands & State selected lands.

DOT/PF, USFS, DNR



07 K L A W O C K  T O  T H O R N E  B A Y

From the Hollis Highway near Klawock to Thome Bay via the existing State 
Highway system.

Transportation between communities.
Timber harvest.
Recreational opportunities.
State Lands.

USFS, DOT/PF, DNR

08 KETCH IKAN  TO CARROLL INLET

From Ketchikan, via Harriet Hunt Lake Road to head of Carroll Inlet.

Transportation between communities.
Electric power transmission.
Recreational opportunities.
Timber harvest.
Community expansion.
State lands & State selected lands.

USFS, APA, DOT/PF, DNR

09 CARROLL IN LET  TO PORTLAND CANAL

Fom head of Carroll Inlet (Corridor segment 08) to Quartz H ill mine site, 
then easterly to Canadian border at Portland Canal (with an extension to 
Kitsault, B. C.).

Electric power transmission.
Mining.

APA



10 CARROLL INLET TO COW  CREEK
♦

From head o f Carroll Inlet (Corridor segment 08) to north end o f Revilla 
Island at Cow Creek.

Transportation between communities.
Electric power transmission.
Timber harvest.
Recreational opportunities.

USFS, APA, DOT/PF

11 COW CREEK  TO TYEE LAKE

From Cow Creek via Anchor Pass and Eagle River to Tyee Lake power plant.

Transportation between communities.
Electric power transmission.

DOT/PF, APA

12 KETCH IKAN  TO CLEVELAND PENINSULA

From Ketchikan, northerly across Behm Canal to Cleveland Peninsula near 
Helm Bay.

Electric power transmission.

APA

13 CLEVELAND PENINSULA TO THORNE BAY

From Cleveland Peninsula (Corridor segment 12) westerly across Garence 
Strait to Thome Bay.

Electric power transmission.



14 CLEVELAND PENINSULA TO TYEE LAKE

From Cleveland Peninsula (Corridor segment 12) easterly to Tyee Lake 
power plant.

Electric power transmission.

APA

15 BRADFIELD R IVER  ROUTE TO BORDER

From head o f Bradfield Canal (Tyee Lake) to Canadian Border via Bradfield 
River (with an extension to Cassiar Highway).

Transportation connection with continental road system.
Electric power transmission.
Mining.

APA, DOT/PF

16 TYEE LA KE  TO W RANGELL

From Tyee Lake power plant via Blake Island and Thoms Lake to Wrangell.

Transportation between communities.
Electric power transmission.
State lands.

APA, DOT/PF, DNR, UoFS

16A W RANGELL TO TOLSTO I BAY

From Wrangell to Tolstoi Bay via Alaska Marine Highway.

Transportation between communities.

DOT/PF



17 W RANGELL TO PETERSBURG

From Wrangell via Dry Strait and Wrangell Narrows to Petersburg.

Transportation between communities.
Electric power transmission.
Community expansion.
Recreational opportunities.
Timber harvest 
State lands.

DOT/PF, APA, DNR, USFS

18 AARON C R E E K  ROUTE TO BORDER

From the Wrangell/Petersburg route (Corridor segment 17) via Aaron 
Creek and West Fork Katete River to Canadian border (with an extension to 
Cassiar Highway).

Transportation connection with continental road system.
Recreational opportunities.

DOT/PF

19 ST IK INE R IV E R  ROUTE TO BORDER

From Wrangell/Petersburg route (Corridor segment 17) via Stikine River to 
Canadian border (with an extension to Cassiar Highway).

Transportation connection with continental road system.
Recreational opportunities.

DOT/PF

20 KAKE TO PETERSBURG

From Kake to Petersburg.

Transportation between communities.
Electric power transmission.
Timber harvest.
Recreational opportunties.

APA, DOT/PF, USFS



20A WEST PETERSBURG TO PETERSBURG 

From West Petersburg to Petersburg via ferry.

Transportation between communities.

DOT/PF

21 KAKE TO SNETTISHAM

From Kake via Stephens Passage to power plant at Snettisham. 

Electric power transmission.

APA

22 KAKE TO BARANOF WARM SPRINGS

From Kake via Frederick Sound and Chatham Strait to Baranof Warm 
Springs.

Electric power transmission.
State selected lands.

APA, DNR

23 BARANOF WARM SPRINGS TO SITKA

From Baranof Warm Springs to Sitka via Blue Lake.

Electric power transmission.
Transportation between communities.
Recreational opportunities.
Timber harvest.

APA, DOT/PF, USFS



24 S ITKA  TO RODMAN CREEK

From Sitka to head o f Rodman Creek.

Electric power transmission.
Transportation between communities.
Potendal State land selection.

APA, DOT/PF, DNR, USFS

25 RODMAN CREEK  TO RODMAN BAY

From head o f Rodman Creek (Corridor segment 24) to Rodman Bay. 

Transportation between communities.

DOT/PF, USFS

26 RODMAN CREEK  TO S ITKOH  BAY

From head o f Rodman Creek (Corridor segment 24) across Peril Strait to 
Sitkoh Bay.

Electric power transmission.

APA

27 S ITKO H  BAY TO ANGOON

From Sitkoh Bay (Corridor segment 26), across Chatham Strait to Angoon. 

Electric power transmission.

APA

28 S ITKOH  BAY TO HOONAH

From Sitkoh Bay (Corridor segment 26) to Tcnakcc Springs and to Hoonah. 

Electric power transmission.

APA



29 HOONAH TO YOUNG BAY
%

From Hoonah via Icy Strait, across Chatham Strait, to Young Bay.

Electric power transmission.
Potential State land selection.

APA, DNR

30 JUNEAU TO NORTH DOUGLAS M IDDLE  PO INT

From Juneau, via existing State highway to Outer Point, then along west 
shore o f Douglas Island to Middle Point.

Community expansion.
Recreational opportunities.
State lands.

DOT/PF, SEALASKA, GOLDBELT, DNR

31 M IDDLE PO INT TO GREENS CREEK

From Middle Point, across Stephens Passage, to Greens Creek.

Electric Power transmission.
Mining.

APA

32 JUNEAU TO BORDER VIA TAKU R IVER

From Juneau to Canadian Border via Taku River route (with an extension to 
Alaska Highway via Atlin).

Transportation connection with continental road system.
Recreational opportunities.
Timber harvest.
State lands.

DOT/PF. D N R .  U S F S



33 JUNEAU TO SNETTISHAM 

From Juneau to Snettisham power plant. 

Electric power transmission.

APA

34 JUNEAU TO ECHO COVE

From Juneau north to Echo Cove via existing State highway syotem.

Transportation between communities.
Electric pov/er transmission.
Timber harvest.
Community expansion.
Recreational opportunities.
State lands.

DOT/PF, APA, USFS, GOLDBELT, DNR

35 ECHO COVE TO BERNERS BAY

From Echo Cove (Corridor segment 34) north to Berners Bay.

Transportation between communities.
Electric power transmission.
Timber harvest 
Community expansion.
Recreational opportunities.
Mining.

DOT/PF, APA, USFS,

36 BERNERS BAY TO SKAGWAY

From Berners Bay, along die east side of Lynn Canal, to Skagway.

Transportation between communities.
Electric power transmission.

DOT/PF. APA



From Skagway to Canadian border via existing State highway (with an 
extension to Whitehorse).

Transportation connection with continental road system.
Electric power transmission.

DOT/PF, APA ‘

38 BERNERS BAY TO W ILL IA M  HENRY BAY

From Berners Bay (Corridor segment 35) across Lynn Canal.

Transportation between communities (feuy route).
State selected lands.

DOT/PF, DNR

39 W ILL IA M  HENRY BAY TO HAINES

From William Henry Bay, along west side o f Lynn Canal, to Haines. 

Transportation between communities.

DOT/PF, USFS

40 HAINES TO SKAGWAY *
• •  <• ■ •  •» * «■- 4 ^

From Haines to Skagway via new highway system.

Transportation between communities.
Electric power transmission.

DOT/PF



41 H A I N E S  T O  B O R D E R

From Haines to Canadian border via existing State highway system (with an 
extension to Alaska Highway).

Transportation connection with continental road system.
Electric power transmission.
Petroleum pipeline.
State lands.

DOT/PF, DNR

42 YAKUTAT TO BORDER

From Yakutat to Canadian border via Alsek River route (with an extension 
to Alaska Highway via Tatshenshini River).

Transportation connection with continental road system.
Timber harvest.
Mining.

USFS, DOT/PF
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Slate o l A laska 
W aller J. Nickel. G overnor

A l a s k a  E n e r g y  A u th o r i t y
A Public Corporation

M arch 24,1992

The Honorable Lloyd Jones 
Alaska State Senator 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Subject: Position Statement on CS for Senate Joint Resolution No. 40

Dear Senator Jones:

The Alaska Energy Authority strongly supports the subject resolution relating to 
identified hydroelectric sites and energy transmission and surface transportation 
requirements for Southeast Alaska. We support the development of energy and 
transportation infrastructure consistent with future economic growth and 
opportunity. As evidenced by previous projects of the Energy Authority in Southeast 
Alaska and elsewhere, such development can and will be accomplished in balance 
with environmental objectives. Additional Federal land use restrictions are 
unnecessary and counterproductive.

Enclos :d for your information is a letter of comment provided last summer by the 
Authority to the U.S. Forest Service regarding our support for this position, and the 
reply to our letter of comment by the Forest Service. Please let me know if I can 
provide you with additional information.

Charlie Bussell 
Executive Director

Enclosures

O PO Box AW Juneau. AJotko 99811 (907)465-3575
^  PQ Box 190869 701 Eos! TuOOf Rooo Ancnorooo. AJojJco 99519-0869 (907)561-7877



CITY OF PETERSBURG
P.O. BOX 329 • PETERSBURG. ALASKA 99833 

TELEPHONE (907) 772-45U 
TELECOPIER (907) 772-3759

Uovaafcar 2 2 ,  1991

Sena t o r  L l o y d  Jones 
A la ska  S t a t e  Senate

3‘ 2 F r o n t  S t .  
f e t c h i k a n .  A laska 99901

hea r  S e n a t o r  J o n e s :

Enc lo sed  p l e a s e  f i n d  a onpy o f  R e s o l u t i o n  Ho. 1270-R passed and 
approved by the C i t y  C ounc i l  o f  the  c i t y  o f  Pete*-<Hnr<j a t  t h e i r  
r e g u l a r  meet ing o f  November 13. 1 9 9 1 .

"he r e s o l u t i o n  r e s o l v e s :

1 .  That the  C i t y  o f  P e t e r s b u rg  s u p p o r t s  the c on t inued  f e d e r a l  
power s i t e  d e s i g n a t i o n s  a t  Cascade C ree k  and Scene ry  Creek in  
Thomas Bay and urges  the  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  t o  m a in ta in  these 
d e s i g n a t i o n s .

2 .  Tha t  the  C i t y  o f  P e t e r s b u r g  s u p p o r t *  the  u t i l i t y  c o r r i d o r s  
which the  S t a t e  o f  A laska and r e l a t e d  f e d e r a l  agenc ies  b*ve 
i d e n t i f i e d  f o r  s ou th ea s t  A la sk a .

3.  That  th e  C i t y  o t  P e t e r s b u rg  s t r o n g l y  recommend tha t  the 
F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  shou ld  no t d e s i g n a t e  rhe  Eag le  R i v e r  on the  
C l e v e l a n d  P e n in s u l a  as a w i ld  & S c en i c  F i v e r  i n  the Tongass Land 
Management P l an  r e v i s i o n .

P a t r i c i a  C u r t i s s  
C i t y  C l e r k



Resolution No. 1270-R

A RESOLUTION RELATING TO FEDERAL LANDS AND ENERGY REQUIREMENTS OF 
PETERSBURG AND SOUTHEAST ALASKA.

Whereas, the  community o f  P e t e r s b u r g  w i l l  need l o n g  term and 
r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e s  o f  ene rgy  f o r  the f u t u r e :  and

whereas, the  c mmunit ies o f  P e t e r s b u r g  and W r a n g e l l  have a proven 
commitment t o  d e v e l o p i n g  l ong  term e n e rg y  p r o d u c t i o n  by the 
f o rma t i on  o f  the Thomas Bay Power A u t h o r i t y ,  a j o i n t l y  ope ra ted  
e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t y  which o p e r a t e s  the S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  Tyee Lake 
H y d r o e l e c t r i c  f a c i l i t y ;  and

whereas, th e  communit ie s  o f  P e t e r s b u r g  and W r a n g e l l  had 
o r i g i n a l l y  p lanned  to  b u i l d  a power p r o j e c t  a t  Thomas Bay but 
vere  adv i s ed  by s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  e n e rg y  r e g u l a t o r y  agenc ies  tha t  
"’’yee Lake would b e t t e r  s u i t  the ene rgy  r e q u i r em en t s  f o r  t h a t  time 
panod* md

■'herees. ►he i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n  o f  Tyee and the  K e t c h i k an  power 
f a c i l i t i e s  seems l i k e l y  r o  become a r e a l i t y  soon and with the 
connec t ion  t o  J un e au ' s  Sne t t i sham power f a c i l i t y  a p p e a l , n g  more 
p l a u s i b l e  day  by day ,  making the u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  the  Thomas Bay 
power s i t e s  more p r o b a b l e  w i th  the r e s u l t  be ing  more r e l i a b l e  
power f o r  P e t e r s b u r g  and s ou th e a s t  A l a s k a ;  and

whereas, c o n t r a r y  t o  the  s t a temen ts  made i n  the  Tongass Land 
Management P l a n  r e v i s i o n ,  the worth o f  t h e  power s i t e  w ithd rawa ls  
a t  Thomas Bay i s  und im in ished  to  P e t e r s b u r g ,  W r a n g e l l  and now the 
balance o f  s o u t h e a s t  A la s k a ;  and

whereas, an e l e c t r i c a l  i n t e r t i e  f rom th e  Swan Lake H y d r o e l e c t r i c  
f a c i l i t y  n e a r  K e t ch ik an  t o  the Tyee H y d r o e l e c t r i c  f a c i l i t y  i s  
< -u r rant ly  i n  the  p r e l i m i n a r y  des ign p r o c e s s ;  and

whereas, the  Eag le  R i v e r  V a l l e y  on the  C l e v e l a n d  P e n i n s u l a  has 
been i d e n t i f i e d  as the most d e s i r e d  r o u t e ;  and

whereas, th e  U .S .  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  may recommend t o  i n c l u d e  the 
Eagle R i v e r  i n  the  N a t i o n a l  V i l d  and S c e n i c  R i v e r  System as a 
Scenic R i v e r ;  and

vhe reas ,  h i s t o r i c a l l y  t h e r e  i s  a w e l l  fo unded  conce rn  t h a t  such a 
d e s i g n a t i o n ,  i f  a p p l i e d ,  would be t e a  r e s t r i c t i v e  and would 
he ighten the  im p r e s s i o n  t h a t  the  a r e a  i s  more v a l u a b l e  i n  i t s  
p resen t  s t a t e ,  add ing  m i t i g a t i n g  f a c t o r s  which t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  
inc reased  c o s t s  f o r  the  o v e r a l l  t r a n sm i s s i o n  l i n e  between the



Tyee H y d r o e l e c t r i c  F a c i l i t y  and Ke tch ik an  by t h a t  p o t e n t i a l l y  
t h r e a t e n i n g  the  econom ic  v i a b i l i t y  o f  the  p roposed e l e c t r i c a l  
i n t e r t i e .

T h e r e f o r e ,  Be I t  R e r o l v e d  by the C i t y  C oun c i l  o f  the  C i t y  o f  
P e t e r s b u r g ,  A l a s k a :
1 .  That the  C i t y  o f  P e t e r s b u r g  sup p o r t s  the c on t inu ed  f e d e r a l  
power s i t e  d e s i g n a t i o n s  a t  Cascade C reek  and Scene ry  Creek i n  
Thomas Bay and u rg e s  th e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  t o  m a in t a in  the se  
d e s i g n a t i o n s .

2 .  That the C i t y  o f  P e t e r s b u r g  sup p o r t s  the u t i l i t y  c o r r i d o r s  
which the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  and r e l a t e d  f e d e r a l  ag enc ie s  have 
i d e n t i f i e d  f o r  s o u t h e a s t  A la s k a .

3. That the  C i t y  o f  P e t e r s b u r g  s t r o n g l y  recommend t h a t  the 
F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  s h o u ld  n o t  d e s ig n a t e  the  Eag le  R i v e r  on the 
C l e v e l and  P e n i n s u l a  as a W i ld  & Scen ic  R i v e r  in  the  Tongass Land 
Management P la n  r e v i s i o n .

4 .  "h a t  c o p i e s  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  be s en t  to  the  Hono rab le  Da le 
R obe r t s on ,  U .S .  D ep t ,  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e :  Mike B a r t o n ,  U .S .  F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e ,  Tongass N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t :  Ted S t e v en s ,  U .S .  Sena te .  Frank 
Murkovsk i ,  U .S .  S e n a t e ;  Don Young, U .S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ;  L l o yd  
J ones ,  A la ska  S t a t e  S e n a t e ,  Robin T a y l o r ,  A la ska  House o f  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  C h e r i  D a v i s ,  A la ska  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  
and the communit ie s  o f  W r a n g e l l ,  K e t c h i k an ,  Kake, S i t k a  and 
Juneau .

Passed and Approved by th
P e t e r s b u r g ,  A la s k a  t h i s

C ity  Clerk



P.O. BOX 329 . PETERSBURG, ALASKA 99833 
TELEPHONE (907) 772-4511 
TELECOPIER (907) 772-3759

CITY OF PETERSBURG

November 22 ,  1991

Sen a to r  L l o y d  Jones 
A laska  S t a t e  Senate

^52 F r o n t  S t .
K e t c h i k a n ,  M ask *  sqgni

Dear S e n a t o r  J one s :

Enc lo sed  p l e a s e  f i n d  a r opy  o f  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 12*70—n passed and 
approved by the C i t y  Counc i l  o f  the  c i t y  o f  P o t e rchu rg  a t  t h e i r
r e g u l a r  meet ing o f  November ! 3 .  1 9 91 .

"he r e s o l u t i o n  r e s o l v e s :

1 .  That the  C i t y  o f  P e t e r s b u r g  s u p p o r t s  the con t inued  f e d e r a l
power s i t e  d e s i g n a t i o n s  a t  Cascade C reek  and Scenery  Creek in
Thomas Bay and urges the F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  t o  ma in ta in  these 
d e s i g n a t i o n s .

2 .  That the  C i t y  o f  P e t e r s b u rg  s u p p o r t s  the u t i l i t y  c o r r i d o r s  
which the  S t a t e  o f  A la ska  and r e l a t e d  f e d e r a l  agenc ies  have 
i d e n t i f i e d  f o r  s ou th ea s t  A la s k a .

3. That the  C i t y  o f  P e t e r s b u r g  s t r o n g l y  recommend tha t  the 
F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  shou ld  not  d e s i g n a t e  the  Eag le  R i v e r  on the  
C l e v e l a n d  P e n in s u l a  as a Wi ld 4 Sc en ic  R i v e r  in  the Tongass Land 
Management P lan  r e v i s i o n .

P a t r i c i a  C u r t i s s  
C i t y  C l e r k

I  *



Resolution No. 1270-R

* RESOLUTION RELATING TO FEDERAL LANDS AND ENERGY REQUIREMENTS OF 
PETERSBURG AND SOUTHEAST ALASKA.

Whereas. the  community o f  P e t e r s b u rg  w i l l  need l ong  term and 
r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e s  o f  ene rgy  f o r  the f u t u r e :  and

whereas, the  communit ies o f  P e t e r s b u r g  and W rang e l l  have a proven 
commitment t o  d e v e l o p in g  l ong  term e n e rg y  p r o d u c t i o n  by the 
f o rm a t i on  o f  the  Thomas Bay Power A u t h o r i t y ,  a j o i n t l y  ope ra ted 
e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t y  which o p e r a t e s  the S t a t e  o f  A la ska  Tyee Lake 
H y d r o e l e c t r i c  f a c i l i t y ;  and

whereas. the  communit ies  o f  P e t e r s b u rg  and W ra n g e l l  had 
o r i g i n a l l y  p lanned  t o  b u i l d  a power p r o j e c t  a t  Thomas Bay but 
were adv ised  by s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  ene rgy  r e g u l a t o r y  agenc ies  tha t  
"yee Lake would b e t t e r  s u i t  the ene rgy  r e q u i r em en t s  f o r  th a t  time 
pnriod* ind

' •Mrea.s.  ►he i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n  o f  Tyee and the  K e tch ik an  power 
f a c i l i t i e s  seems l i k e l y  t o  become a r e a l i t y  soon and with the 
connec t ion  t o  Jun eau ' s  Sne t t i sham power f a c i l i t y  appea r ing  more 
p l a u s i b l e  day  by day ,  making the u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  the Thomas Bay 
power s i t e s  more p r o b a b l e  w i th  the r e s u l t  be ing  more r e l i a b l e  
power f o r  P e t e r s b u r g  and s ou thea s t  A l a s k a ;  and

whereas, c o n t r a r y  t o  the s t a temen ts  made i n  the Tongass Land 
Management F l a n  r e v i s i o n ,  the worth o f  t h e  power s i t e  w i thd rawa ls  
a t  Thomas Bay i s  und im in ished  t o  P e t e r s b u r g ,  W range l l  and now the 
ba lance o f  s o u t h e a s t  A la ska ;  and

whereas, an e l e c t r i c a l  i n t e r t i e  f rom the  Swan Lake H yd r o e l e c t r i c  
f a c i l i t y  n e a r  Ke tch ik an  t o  the Tyee H y d r o e l e c t r i c  f a c i l i t y  i s  
' - u r r a n t l y  i n  the  p r e l im i n a r y  des ign  p r o c e s s ;  and

whereas, the  Eag le  R i v e r  V a l l e y  on the  C l e v e l a n d  P en in su la  has 
been i d e n t i f i e d  as the  most d e s i r e d  r o u t e ;  and

Whereas, t h e  U .S .  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  may recommend t o  i n c lu d e  the 
Eagle R i v e r  i n  the N a t i o n a l  W i ld  and S c e n i c  R i v e r  System as a 
Scenic R i v e r ;  and

Whereas, h i s t o r i c a l l y  t h e r e  i s  a w e l l  founded  concern t h a t  such a 
d e s i g n a t i o n ,  i f  a p p l i e d ,  would be too  r e s t r i c t i v e  and would 
he ighten the  im p r e s s i o n  t h a t  the  a re a  i s  more v a l u a b l e  i n  i t s  
p resen t  s t a t e ,  add ing m i t i g a t i n g  f a c t o r s  which t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  
inc reased c o s t s  f o r  the  o v e r a l l  t r a n sm i s s i o n  l i n e  between the

i i



>

Tyee H y d r o e l e c t r i c  F a c i l i t y  and Ke tch ikan  by t h a t  p o t e n t i a l l y  
t h r e a t e n in g  the economic  v i a b i l i t y  o f  the  p roposed e l e c t r i c a l  
i n t e r t i e .

T h e r e f o r e ,  Be I t  R e s o l v e d  by the  C i t y  C ou n c i l  o f  the C i t y  o f  
P e t e r s b u rg ,  A la s k a :

1 .  That the  C i t y  o f  P e t e r s b u r g  suppo r t s  the  c on t inu ed  f e d e r a l  
power s i t e  d e s i g n a t i o n s  a t  Cascade C reek  and Scene ry  Creek in  
Thomas Bay and u rg e s  the  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  t o  m a in t a in  these  
d e s i g n a t i o n s .

2 .  That th e  C i t y  o f  P e t e r s b u r g  suppo r t s  the  u t i l i t y  c o r r i d o r s  
which the S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  and r e l a t e d  f e d e r a l  agenc ie s  have 
i d e n t i f i e d  f o r  s o u t h e a s t  A la s k a .

3. That the  C i t y  o f  P e t e r s b u r g  s t r o n g l y  recommend t h a t  the 
Fo r e s t  S e r v i c e  s h o u ld  no t  d e s i g n a t e  the  Eag le  R i v e r  on the 
C leve land  P e n i n s u l a  as a W i ld  & Scenic  R i v e r  in  the Tongass Land 
Management P lan r e v i s i o n .

4 .  "ha t  c op ie s  <*? t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  be sen t  t o  the  Hono rab le  Dale 
V o b e r t s j n ,  U .S .  D ep t ,  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e :  H ike B a r t o n ,  U .S .  F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e ,  Tongass n a t i o n a l  F o r e s t :  Ted S t e v en s ,  U .S .  Sena te ,  Frank 
Murkovsk i ,  U .S .  S e n a t e :  Don Young, U .S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ;  L loyd 
Jones ,  A la ska  S t a t e  S e n a t e ,  Rob in T a y l o r ,  A la ska  House o f  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  C h e r i  D a v i s ,  A la ska  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  
and the communit ie s  o f  W r a n g e l l ,  K e t ch i k an ,  Kake, S i t k a  and 
Juneau.

Passed and Approved by th  '
P e t e r s bu rg ,  A la ska  t h i s

City Clerk''"'



S O U T H E A S T  A L A S K A  E N E R G Y

A Regional Solution

For years, only the larger urban com m unities enjoyed the benefits of low-
co st, lo w -p o llu tio n  h y d ro e lec tric  pow er. Sm all com m unities which
in v es tig a ted  the fea s ib ility  o f h y d ro e lec tric  or tran sm ission  in tertie  
projects for their areas found that electric rates would rise dram atically if 
the project were built. The problem was simple: small numbers o f people
having to pay foi large projects. For instance, a transm ission line from 
Kake to Petersburg would increase the rates in Kake by 50c per kWh. If 
the line was downgraded to serve only Kake, rates would increase by 15d.

M eanw hile, the urban com m unities w hich enjoy hydroelectric pow er are 
now reaching the capacity limits of their hydros. Ketchikan is using all of 
Swan Lake, Sitka is nearing the capacity limits of Green and Blue Lake 
hydros, Juneau will exceed capacity from Snettisham  when . .e AJ mine is 
brought on line, and Skagway already supplem ents its hydro with diesel. 
W rangell and Petersburg have excess hydro energy at Tyee Lake, but no 
one can use it. The irony is that these com m unities now face a larger 
version o f the rural problem . That is, power project developm ent exceeds
their ability to pay or to finance the project.

The significant common factor is that each com m unity is trying to find a 
solution only for itself. They are forced to look at projects which are 
inherently unfeasible because they are too small to benefit from  economies 
of scale, or because they are too large for the com m unity's size. None are 
looking at a project that could benefit the entire region. Such a solution is 
a regional transmission intertie. If all o f the Southeast com m unities were 
connected, a num ber of positive benefits and opportunities result:

1. Individual comm unities would not have to pay the entire cost of any 
project by themselves. For instance, Kake would not have to pay for 
an expensive intertie to Petersburg. Rather, Kake would only pay for 
a fa ir portion o f an intcrtie that serves Juneau, S itka, W rangell, 
P e tersbu rg  and K etch ikan , not to m ention all o f the sm aller 
com m unities along the route of the intcrtie.

2. Com m unities would not be forced to look at projects in their area 
which may be too small or too large an increment of power than they 
need or can afford at that time. Rather, only the best project meeting 
the needs of the entire region would be considered. For instance, the 
Takatz Project, which is too large to meet Sitka's current need, may



be just the right size to meet the needs o f the entire region. The 
project could then go forward—and it would enjoy the political and 
financial support o f the entire region.

3. No longer would a parade o f community leaders come to the
Governor and the Legislature asking for funds to build projects in
their communities. Rather, the community leaders in concert would 
lend their support to projects that would benefit the entire region.
Because o f economies o f scale, the regional projects would have more 
long-term benefits than the sum o f a ll o f the individual projects.

4 . I propose that the communities jo in  with the Administration and the 
Legislature to promote this regional solution. It is a solution that can
be applied across the State, providing benefits to all Alaskans.

A regional intertie system would start with a connection o f Tyee Lake to 
Swan Lake. Excess power from Tyee would be immediately available to 
Ketchikan where it's needed. The next logical step would be an intertie 
from Petersburg to Snettisham, but from  a regional solution perspective,
the intertie would run through Kake to Sitka (at the Takatz site) then on to 
Green's Creek, fina lly joining the Juneau system at Douglas Island. The 
communities o f Angoon Tenakee Springs and Hoonah could then easily be 
tied into the system. The line could then be extended to Haines, Skagway 
and fina lly to Yukon Energy at Carcross. In the south. Prince o f Wales 
Island and Metlakatla would be connected.

The total load represented by the interconnected communities would be 
large enough to consider joining the continental grid, either at Prince
Rupert or through the Misty Fjord Monument to Stewart, B .C ., picking up
the Quartz H ill mineral development Power could be provided to mineral 
developments in B.C. at Johnny Mountain east o f Wrangell, and to proposed 
mineral developments at Kensington/Jualin mines at Berners Bay and the 
Windy Craggy mine northwest o f Haines in Canada.
The attraction o f this regional solution is that each community contributes 
its fair share to the project and no more. No one community w ill be forced 
to develop and pay for small, unfeasible power projects Only the best, 
m ost efficient projects with lowest unit costs need be developed. Each 
community would pay only fo r the portion o f the energy used by that 
community. Everyone benefits.

Lonnie Anderson, Mayor 
Kake, Alaska
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 Editorial--------
Future planning

We support Ketchikan Sen. Lloydjones' proposal to the Ala. 
Legislature to identify u tility  and transportation corridors 
federal and state land.

W hile corridors won't be used immediately; it  is clear tin 
route connecting Southeast Alaska to a possible power grid v. 
British Columbia likely w il l be needed. Commissioner Glenr 
Olds, Department of Commerce and Economic Developme 
said kte in  1991 that it m ight be possible in  the future to be 
power from point to point w ithout using transmission lines .T. 
hope that develops soon, but in  the event it  doesn't we shoi 
have a corridor designated for power lines.

Also, there is interest in  build ing a road off Reriilagigedo Isk 
to the mainland. The road would link  into British Colombi 
extensive highway system. It  would provide a land option 
vacationers to leave Revilla and for goods to be transported.

The Tongass Land Management Flan has some of the area ti 
could be used for either type of corridor placed in  designatic 
that lim it or prevent development Those derivations should 
changed to accommodate the corridors. A roaa can be built in  t 
most environmentally sound manner possible. W ith time, ter 
nology w il l improve and we might have techniques that woi 
have less impact. Possibly laser cutters?

If  federal and state governments designate land use withe 
considering those two needs, we could run into roadblocks - 
expanding our power and transportation systems.

Electrical and transportation options are good long-term plr 
ning, something we need more of in  Southeast, to accommocL 
a like ly future need.

It  never hurts to plan.

— From other editors—
Need! rational! dialogue
It's a cloudy situation in  Algeria. We hope this calm react 

would continue, but we fear the possible civ il war.
A I . U . . I  a« Vw



March 7, 1992

Senator Lloyd Jones 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99811-1182 

Dear Senator Jones:

I am writing in support of Senate Joint Res lution 40 asking the Congress and the Forest 
Service to refrain from placing further unnecessary land use designations/restrictions in 
Southeast Alaska. This statement is necessary given the Forest Service’s current revision of 
the Tongass Land Management Plan. These land restrictions hamper transportation and 
utility corridor planning and construction. Both the state and federal governments through 
these designations have placed needless, yet costly, bureaucratic hurdles on reasonable 
economic development.

An example of the need for this resolution is my community of Kake located on Kupreanof 
Island, some 100 miles from Juneau. Kake has been anticipating for some time both an 
energy transmission line and road extending from near Petersburg to Kake. Kake lies some 
60 air miles due west of Petersburg. The Forest Service has nearly completed a forest road 
between Kake and the east side of Kupreanof Island near Petersburg. Most the residents of 
Kake would like to have the opportunity to drive into Petersburg to use the medical and 
dental facilities both in emergency and non-emergency situations. Another benefit would be 
more commerce and less costly access for Kake’s residents.

This past fall the Forest Service had made a preliminary decision to build the final link 
between the two road segments. The village of Kupreanof located on the east side of 
Kupreanof Island near Petersburg objected because they have chosen to be a roadless 
community. An outside group American Rivers also objected because they wanted the 
upper portion of the Duncan-Saltchuck River designated a Wild River under the Wild and 
Scenic River System. This river may be recommendation by the Forcsr Service for 
inclusion in the Wild and Scenic River System. The road was netrly built, except for these 
objections. Because of these small group's objections the Forest Service abandoned the 
project for now.

The people of my community want this road with a power line to help the local economy. 
The federal government is hampering our economic development efforts. This resolution is 
needed to tell the Congress and the Forest Service to let us get on with becoming 
economically self-sufficient.

I urge passage of this resolution. Thank you for yo .r consideration of my testimony.

Sincerely,

nderson. Mayor


