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MARCH 18, 1992

Honorable Cliff Davidson, Chairman

House Resources Committee
Alaska House of Reprcacntatlveo

Room 108, Capitol
P.0. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Honorable Cliff Davidson:

The community of Klor.uk opposes the two resolutions, HJR 35 and SJR 29,
related to support for the existing federal mining law system, because
the 1872 Mining Law does not go far enough to protect the fragile
environment of Alaska.

The legislature should have an Environmental Impact Statement done
first, whlcl will focus on what klrd of Impact mining has on the diverse
environment that Alaska has with Input from communities which will be
Impacted. The mining law falls to take into consideration the Impact It
had and will have on the subsistence way of life of Rural Alaskan
Communities which will be affected if mining occurs within close
proximity to any of them.

Please vote in opposition of HIR 35 and SJR 27, until policies or laws
to minimize environmental damage during the mining stage, are In place.
The Ilpnuk Traditional Council opposes HJR 35 and SJR 27 because miners
will implement the 1872 Mining Law to its" absolute minimum regardless
of how much damage It does to our environment. It will take a long time
to get the environment back to Its original state, and that will have a
severe impact on Rural Alaska if nothing 1is done to make policies and
laws much stlffer during the mining stage.

We know that mining had a severe impact on the Kuskokwlm just above
Tuluksak. It pollutes the river and kills he fish. Fish, which is an
abundant resource of the Kuskokwlm Delta 1is the main diet that Is
depended on by all of its" cunraunities. If mining were to occur on our
land, we know that It will have a severe Impact on our subsistence way
of life. Ve also know that it has economic advantages because It brings
outside people to work In the mines. It might provide jobs In remote
parts of Alaska like ours, but it In unlikely any residents In Rural
Alaska are qualified to be miners.

The main concern we have as a rural community is the Impact mining will
have on our subsistence way of life and the severe damage it will have
on our environment.

Thank-you (or your attention



Sincerely,
Klpnuk Traditional Council

Jame9 Anaver, Chief
Johnnie Paul, President

~John 0. Amlk, Village Adnlnistrator

CC: House Resource Committee Members
U.S. Senate and House Delegation Members
Senator Lyman Hoffman
Representative Ivan M. lvan
Alaska Environmental Lobby, Inc.
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HOUSE CS FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 27 ( )
INTHE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE -SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors):  SENATCfIS FRANK, Pearce, Sbuitz, SturguJewsld, Uehling, Halford, Collins

REPRESENTATIVES MAJVIlller, MWJVllller, Sharp, GJhilllps

A RESOLUTION

Relating to support for the existing federal mining law system.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the federal government isand will continue to be the largest landowner in the State

4 of Alaska; and

WHEREAS 165,400,000 acres of federal Parks, Preserves, wildlife refuges, wilderness, and other

federal land in Alaska are closed tomost forms 0Feconomic development, including mineral exploration

and mining; and

WHEREAS 49,600,000 acres of federal land in Alaska are still open to mineral exploration and
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mining; and

WHEREAS a healthy mining industry can provide new jobs in many remote parts of Alaska,

jobs that are well-paying, year-round, and skilled; and

WHEREAS the existing federal mining law system has served our nation well since itwas first

enacted in 1872; and

WHEREAS the existing federal mining law system has been amended more than 50 times to

accommodate changing conditions; and

WHEREAS amendments to specific portions of

HCS SJR 27(

)



© o N o o M W N

A T S R N T o = T = S S T TN
W N P O © ® w4 o O &~ ®» o B B

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

WHEREAS if individuals and companies risk their time and money in search of economic

mineral deposits, they must have a reasonable assurance that they will be able to mine the minerals they

find; and

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature supports the iM ~ tfihistybf the existing
federal mining law system; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature urges the United States
continue to support the hasic tract] of the existing federal mining law system.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable George Bush, President of
States; the Honorable Dan Quayle, Vice-President of the United States and President of the U.S.
the Honorable Thomas S. Foley, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives; the Honorable
Lujan, Jr., Secretary of the Interior, the Honorable Edward Madigan, Secretary of Agriculture;
Honorable J. Bennett Johnston, Chair of the United States Senate Committee on Energy and
Resources; the Honorable George Miller, Chair of the House Interior and Insular Affairs Committee; and
to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable

Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.

HCS SJR 27( ) -2-
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HOUSE CS FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 27 ( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY
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Sponsors):  SENATORS FRANK, Pearce, Shultz, Sturgulewski, Uehling, Halford, Collins

REPRESENTATIVES IVLAMIiller, M.WJVIlller, Sharp, GJPhlllips
A RESOLUTION

X Relating to auppuit for the Mining Law of 1872.

2 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the federal government is and will continue to be the largest landowner in the State
of Alaska; and

WHEREAS 165,400,000 acres of federal Parks, Preserves, wildlife refuges, wilderness, and other
federal land in Alaska are already closed to application of the Mining Law of 1872; and

WHEREAS 49,600,000 acres of federal land in Alaska arc still open to mineral exploration and

mining under the Mining Law of 1872; and
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WHEREAS a healthy mining industry can provide new jobs in many remote parts of Alaska,
10 jobs that are well-paying, year-round, and skilled; and

11 WHEREAS the Mining Law of 1872 has served our nation well since it was first enacted; and
12 WHEREAS the Mining Law of 1872 has been amended many times to accommodate changing
13 conditions; and

14 WHEREAS amendments to specific portions of the Mining Law of 1872, such as increasing the
15 patent fee, may be appropriate to accommodate changing conditions and ensure continued viable

16 opportunities for mineral exploration and development; and
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WHEREAS the Mining Law of 1872 is a land tenure law and the mining industry must comply
with numerous state and federal laws concerning water and air quality, reclamation, land management,
health and safety; and

WHEREAS if individuals and companies risk their time and money in search of economic
mineral deposits, they must have a reasonable assurance that they will be able to mine the minerals they
find; and

WHEREAS legislation pending before Congress, H.R. 918 and S.433, would fundamentally
change the precepts of the Mining Law of 1872 and would significantly hinder or eliminate mining
opportunities;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature supports the basic tenets of the Mining
Law of 1872; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature urges the United States Congress to
continue to support the basic tenets of the Mining Law of 1872.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable George Bush, President of the United
Surcs;. the Honorable Dan Quayle, Vice-Presidentof the United Staies and President of the U.S. Senate;
the Honorable Thomas S. Foley, Speaker of the U.o. House ut Representatives; the Honorable Manuel
Lujan, Jr., Secretary of the Interior, the Honorable Edward Madigan, Secretary of Agriculture; the
Honorable J. Bennett Johnston, Chair of the United States Senate Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources; the Honorable George Miller, Chair of the House Interior and Insular Affairs Committee; and
to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable

Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congre.s.

HCS SJR 27( )



