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Natural Resources Article VIII

Section 2 • State University.
The University of Alaska is hereby established as the state university and 
constituted a body corporate. It shall have title to all real and personal 
property nowor hereafter set aside for or conveyed to it. Its property shall 
be administered and disposed of according to law.

Section 3 - Board o f Regents of University.
The University of Alaska shall be governed by a board of regents. The 
regents shall be appointed by the governor, subject to confirmation by a 
majority of the members of the legislature in joint session. The board 
shall, in accordance with law, formulate policy and appoint the president 
of the uni/crsity. He shall be the executive officer of the board.

Section 4 - Public H ealth.
The legislature shall provide for the promotion and protection of public 
health.

Section 5 - Public W elfare.
The legislature shall provide for public welfare.

A rtic le  V III

N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s

Section I  - S tatem ent o f Policy.
It is the policy of the State to encourage the settlement of its land and the 
development of its resources by making them available for maximum use 
consistent with the public interest.

Section 2  - General Authority.
The legislature shall provide for the utilization, development, and con­
servation of all natural resources belonging to the Stale, including land 
and waters, for the maximum benefit of its people.

Section 3 - Com m on Use.
Wherever occurring in their natural state, fish, wildlife, and waters arc 
reserved to the people for common use.



Article VIII Natural Resources

Section 4 - Sustained Yield.
Fish, forests, wildlife, grasslands, and all other replenishable resources 
belonging to the State shall be utilized, developed, and maintained on the 
sustained yield principle, subject to preferences among beneficial use*

Section 5 - Facilities and Im provem ents.
The legislature may provide for facilities, improvements, and services to 
assure greater utilization, development, reclamation, and settlement of 
lands, and to assure fuller utilization and development of the fisheries, 
wildlife, and waters.

Section 6  • S tate Public Domain.
Lands and interests therein, including submerged and tidal lands, pos­
sessed or acquired by the State, and not used or intended exclusively for 
governmental purposes, constitute the state public domain. The legisla­
ture shall provide for the selection of lands granted to the State by the 
United States, and for the administration of the state public domain.

Section 7 - Special Purpose Sites.
The legislature may provide for the acquisition of sites, objects, and areas 
of natural beauty or of historic, cultural, recreational, or scientific value. 
It may reserve them from the public domain and provide for their 
administration and preservation for the use, enjoyment, and welfare of 
the people.

Section 8  • Leases.
The legislature may provide for the leasing of, and the issuanceof permits 
for exploration of, any part of the public domain or interest therein, 
subject to reasonable concurrent uses. Leases and permits shall provide, 
among other conditions, for payment by the party at fault for damage or 
injury arising from noncompliance with terms governing concurrent use, 
and for forfeiture in the event of breach of conditions.

Section 9 - Sales and G rants.
Subject to the provisions of this section, the legislature may proride for 
the sale or grant of state lands, or interests therein, and establish sales 
procedures. A ll sales or grants shall contain such reservations to the State 
of all resources as may be required by Congress or the State and shall
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. April & 1992

Senator L loyd Jonei, Chairman 
Senate Rwcnirce* Committee 
Alaaka State Senate 
?JQ.B o xV  ' * ;
Juneau, Alaska 99S11 ‘

Dear Mr. Chairman;

! * 
l
I -

On April 1st, I  testified before your commtttoe on Senate BUI 437. A  written qopy of that taadaacny la 
inchided in  you r coramittee’s.flJee. ^  *
Prior to the t o e  that I  testified, a committee substitute fo r Senate JHH 4S7 was cUscuaeed by the 
committee. A t the doee o f my testimony, an in reepemie to a question from Senator Menaid, I  
tentatively agreed to foe language in tee BUL
Since that date^ I  have received tha Committee Substitute and harve had an opportunity to dbcosa it 
with lomc cnembeni o f our board o f directors. We i e  supportive o f CSSB 457 as written.
Thank you very much for providing us the opportunity to pertldpetc in this legislative process.

j *

* * * • •

oe PWSAC HXDCM Member*



130 Seward St.. No. 213 
|uneau, Alaska 99801 
(907) 586-9400

Alaska
Trollers
Association

REPRESENTING ALASKA TROLLERS

April 3, 1992

Senator Dick Eliason, President 
Alaska State Senate 
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Senator Jones:

On behalf of the Alaska Trollers Association (ATA), I would like to 
issue support for the April 3, 1992 committee substitute for 
SB 457. This bill seeks to affirm Alaska's commitment to its 
fisheries resource by mandating a wild stock management priority; 
a policy which ATA has endorsed for many years.

Salmon fishermen throughout the state have been the beneficiaries 
of more stable fisheries due to hatchery programs. In addition, 
many wild stocks have enjoyed reduced fishing pressure because of 
the presence of hatchery fish. Unfortunately, one side-efiect of 
hatchery production has been the confusion which has arisen, due to 
the lack of a definitive management policy regarding wild stocks.

The success of the fishing industry is deeply rooted in the health 
of our natural runs of fish. Our members recognize an obligation 
to sustain healthy populations of fish and do not wish to see 
enhanced runs given preferential treatment over wild. Also, our 
fishermen are concerned that without clear statutory wording, the 
potential exists whereby traditional fisheries could be disrupted 
to accommodate the needs of hatchery facilities.

ATA believes that by adopting the language in SB 457 the intent of 
the state, to protect wild stocks of fish above all others, is made 
sufficiently clear to the Board of Fisheries and the Department of 
Fish and Game. Without such language, increased levels of 
frustration, and subsequent polarization of fishing and hatchery 
interests, is likely. This would be unfortunate, given the obvious 
benefits that have been realized through our enhancement programs. 
Finally, it should also be noted that the language is not so 
restrictive as to prevent the Board of Fisheries from choosing to 
provide adequate passage of hatchery fish for cost recovery, so 
long as wild stock needs are given first priority.



T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  e f f o r t s  on t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  p i e c e  of l e g i s l a t i o n .  
If I c a n  be h e l p f u l  o n  t h i s  o r  a n y  o t h e r  issue, p l e a s e  d o  n o t  
h e s i t a t e  to c o n t a c t  me.

S i n c e r e l y ,

d h s U
D a l e  A. K e l l e y  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r



Petersburg Vessel Owners Association
. ->0x 232 

Petersburg, Alaska 99833 
Phone (907) 772-9323 Voice and Fax

A p r i l  28, 1992

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C l i f f  D a v i d s o n ,  C h a i r m a n  
H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k o  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Box V
J u n eau, A l a s k a  99811 

RE: SB  -157

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i d s o n ,

We w i l l  be u n a b l e  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in the s c h e d u l e d  
t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  f o r  A p r i l  29 r e g a r d i n g  S B  457. H o w e v e r ,  w o  
w o u l d  l i k e  to e x p r e s s  o u r  s u p p o r t  for t h e  bill.

O u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  it is i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  the S t a t e  
a d o p t  s t a t u t o r y  l a n g u a g e  g i v i n g  w i l d  s t o c k s  a p r i o r i t y  o v e r  
e n h a n c e d  fish s t o c k s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  we feel l a n g u a g e  is n e e d e d  
w h i c h  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  iB n o t  o b l i g a t e d  to 
g u a r a n t o r  v a t c h e r i e s  a r e t u r n  for b r o o d s t o o k  a n d  c o s t  r e c o v e r y  
needs. S e n a t e  B i l l  457 p r o v i d e s  for b o t h  of  t h e s e  c o n c e r n s .

Wc u r g e  tho R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  to p a s s  this bill and w o r k  
t o w a r d s  its f inal a d o p t i o n  b y  the L e g i s l a t u r e .  T h a n k  y o u  for 
y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

K r i s  N o r o s s  
1)1 rector



^  Alaska Environmental Lobby, Inc.
P.O. Box 221 SI Juneau, Alaska ‘PIH02

S B  4 5 7  - A N A D R O M O U S  F IS H

T he  A laska State Cons t i tu t ion manda tes  s u s ta in e d  y ie ld  of 
fish stocks, but b e c a u s e  ha tcher ies did not ex is t w h e n  the 
Const i tu t ion w as  written, ques t ions  have  ar isen . T h e  
Department of F ish & G am e  and the Fish Board h a v e  a lways  
a s s u m e d  that they are m anag in g  f isher ies w ith th e  priority 
for sus ta in ed  y ie ld  of w i ld  fish stocks o ve r  ha tch e ry  
stocks. But this concep t  has never been m e n t io n e d  in 
s t a t u t e .

S B  457 w i l l  g i v e  o v e r r i d i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  to  w i l d  
s t o c k s .  It c lar if ies that h a t c h e ry fish do not h a v e  the s am e  
status as wild fish. It won't c h a ng e  the way th ings  h a v e  
b e e n  done ,  it w i l l  s imp ly  e n h a n c e  e v e ry o n e ’s u nd e rs t a nd in g  
of the law. Th is  wil l guaran tee  that wild a n a d rom o u s  fish 
stocks wi l l  a lways  h a v e  priority in Alaska.

T h e  A laska Env ironmen ta l  Lobby supports S B  457.

April 29. 1992 Issue Paper 
Linda Franklin, citizen lobbyist
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211 4th Street. Suit 112 
Juneau, AK 99801 

907-586-2820 
Fax# 907-463-2545

1

UNITED FISHERMEN OF ALASKA

MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS

Ala»ka C rab Coalition 
Alaska Independent Fishormon's 

Markoting Association 
Alaska Longlino Fishorm an's 

Association 
Alaska Trollers Association 
Bering S ea  F isherm en 's Association 
Bristol Bay Driftnoiters Association 
C oncerned Aroa 'M* Fishermon 
Cook Inlet A quaculture Association 
C opper River F isherm en 's C ooperative 
C ordova District Fisherm en United 
Kenei Peninsula Fisherm en 's Association 
North Pacific F isheries Association 
Northern S ou theast Regional 

A quacufure  Association 
Peninsula Markoting Association 
Petersburg Vessol Ow ners Association 
Prince William S o u n d

Aquaculture Association 
Prince William S o u n d  Seiners Association 
Seafood Producers C ooperative 
Southeast Alaska Seiners 
Southern S ou th eas t Regional 

Aquaculture Association 
United Cook Inlot Drrft Association 
United Southeast Alaska G'llnettera 
W estern Alaska Cooperef/ve 

Marketing Association
Area K Semers Association

A p r i l  29, 1992

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  Cliff D a v i d s o n  

Chairman, H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e 

H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

Post O f f i c e  B o x  v 

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a vidson:

T h e  U n i t e d  F i s h e r m e n  of Al a s ka  w o u l d  like to t a k e  this 

o p p o r t u n i t y  to e x p r e s s  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  

S u b s t i t u t e  for S e n a t e  Bil l  457.

A s  y o u  a r e  u n d o u b t e d l y  aware, U F A  is c o m p o s e d  of 21 

c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  T h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

i n c l u d e  four of the r e g i o n al  a q u a c u l t u r e  a ss o c i a t i o n s .

M a n y  of o u r  m e m b e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h a v e  w o r k e d  c l o s e l y  c n  

t h e  n u m e r o u s  d r a f t s  a n d  the C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  that 

is b e f o r e  y o u  at thi s  time. T he  p r e s e n t  v e r s i o n  of th e  

b i l l  c o n t a i n s  l a n g u a g e  that has b e e n  f i n e l y  t u n e d  to 

a d d r e s s  al l  th e c o n c e r n s  that, to o u r  k n o w l e d g e ,  h a v e  

b e e n  expressed.

T h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  d o e s  not m a r k  a p o l i c y  c h a n g e  

b u t  p l a c e s  in s t a t u t e  t h e  p r e s e n t  m a n a g e m e n t  

p r i o r i t i e s .

A l l  t h e  r e g i o n a l  a q u a c u l t u r e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  t hat a r e  

m e m b e r s  o f  U F A  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  m e m b e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

s u p p o r t  .this bill in its present form.

V e r y  t r u l y  yours.

C r e o ^ n d o r  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r


