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P R O P O S E D  B I R D  C R E E K  L A N D  E X C H A N G E  

S B  2 3 1

The M unicipality of A nchorage (MOA), the Alaska D epartm en t of N atural Resources 
(DNR) and a g roup  of hom eow ners  who own land along Bird Creek are proposing  a 
land exchange. Bird C reek  is located in Bird Creek Valley w hich is along T urnagain  
Arm  southw est of A nchorage. The lands involved in the p ro p o sed  land  exchange are 
ow ned  by the hom eow ners, the Municipality of Anchorage an d  the State.

The land exchange, as sho w n  on the attached m ap, w ould  give the public  an additional
4.8 acres of land along Bird Creek. This land is heavily used  by persons sport fishing 
for salmon in mid to late sum m er. This laird also possess im portan t fish and  wildlife 
habitat values as a portion  of it is a saltwater influenced w etland . This land along Bird 
Creek is p roposed  to be conveyed to the MOA and will be a d d ed  to the Bird Creek 
Regional Park under  m unic ipal ordinance. T idelands w ith in  this parcel, to be conveyed 
to the MOA will be reconveyed by the MOA to the state. The nearby m unicipal Bird 
Creek Regional Park is m anaged  th rough a cooperative ag reem ent w ith  DNR as part of 
C hugach  State Park. In exchange for this land, the hom eow ners  will receive three pieces 
of public land totalling 2.05 acres which adjoin the parcel they presently  own. The 
hom eow ners  are in terested  in these tracts because they m istakenly  placed som e of their 
hom es just off of the p rope rty  that they ow n and on public land  o w n ed  by the state and  
municipality.

Until recently, the hom eow ners  though t that they only had  to trade  land w ith the MOA. 
In 1987, voters in the M unicipality  of Anchorage ap p ro v ed  the land exchange in a 
m unicipal election. H ow ever, a closer review  of the land ow nersh ip  in the area revealed 
tha t  a portion  of one of the three tracts to be conveyed to the hom eow ners , by the MOA, 
included  an Alaska D epartm en t of T ransporta tion and  Public Facilities's (DOTPF) 
m aterial site that is w ith in  C hugach  State Park. This portion  of land  is estim ated  to be
0.6 acres in size. The actual size of the tracts will no t be confirm ed until the land is 
surveyed. Tire m aterial site w as established before the land becam e part of C hugach 
State Park. DOTFP has agreed  to give up  their interest in the tract to be conveyed to the 
hom eow ners  if it is su rveyed  before it is conveyed. H ow ever, because the land  is part 
of C hugach  State Park  the Alaska State Legislature m u s t au thorize  the rem oval of this 
land  from the park.

SB 231, if enacted into law, will authorize  the C om m issioner of D N R to rem ove the land 
from  tire pa rk  and  convey it to tire MOA if: 1) it is de te rm ined  t>.~t it will no t interfere 
w ith  DOTPF's use of the material site, and  2) M OA  will on ly  use the land  for the 
purposes  of the p roposed  land  exchange. The land conveyed to the MOA, estim ated  to 
be 0.6 acres, will be in addition  to tire lands it has received from  the State u n d e r  its 
m unicipal land entitlement. The acreage of the tidelands that the  M OA will reconvey 
to the State is no t know , b u t  is estimated at 1.0 to 2.5 acres.

by DNR/Parks 4/24/91 (revised 5 /9/91, 4/7/92)
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S e n a t o r  C u r t  M e n a r d

SPONSOR STATEMENT

SB 231 will resolve the longstanding property title problem of 
a number of private landowners who inadvertently built homes 
outside of their property lines on state and Municipality of 
Anchorage land in the vicinity of Bird Creek.

The three way land exchange described in SB 231 will result in 
the homeowners receiving approximately .6 acres of state land 
and approximately 1.5 acres of municipal land on which their 
homes were mistakenly built. In return the Municipality of 
Anchorage will receive approximately 4 .8  acres of valuable 
public fishing and recreational access along Bird Creek.

Additionally, an amendment was adopted in the Community and 
Regional Affairs Committee which will remedy a surveying 
error which occurred when the land was originally conveyed 
from the Federal Government. Tidelands, normally reserved to 
the state in the original conveyances, were not identified 
along Bird Creek, and consequently were not identified in the 
State ’s later conveyance of the Bird Creek Regional Park land 
to the MOA. The C&RA committee substitute provides for the 
conveyance of approximately 1.0 - 2 .5 acres, of tidelands to the 
s ta te .

Thank you for your consideration of SB  231 . I would appreciate 
your support.

W E SUPPO RT

sM A 06 IN 
ALASKA
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WALTER J. HICKEL. GOVERNOR

DEPARTM ENT OF NATURAE RESOURCES /  4 0 0  W IL L O U G H B Y  A V E N U E

F e b ru a ry  27 , 1992

The H o n o ra b le  J 2r r y  M a ck ie , C h a ir  
House Com m unity and R e g io n a l A f f a i r s  C om m ittee 
S ta te  C a p i to l  
Juneau, AK 99811-1182

D ear R e p re s e n ta t iv e  M a ck ie :

S u b je c t : CSSB 231 (CRA), w h ich  a u th o r iz e s  th e  conveyance o f  up to
tw o a c re s  o f  s ta te  la n d  w i t h in  Chugach S ta te  P a rk  t o  th e  
M u n ic ip a l i t y  o f  A nch o ra g e .

P o s i t i o n : The D epa rtm en t o f  N a tu ra l R esources s u p p o r ts  t h i s  b i l l
because i t  w i l l  c o r r e c t  th e  p ro b le m s  o f  p r iv a t e  la n d  h o ld e rs  who 
in a d v e r te n t ly  b u i l t  homes o u ts id e  o f  t h e i r  p ro p e r ty  l i n e s ,  on s ta te  
and m u n ic ip a l la n d ,  and w i l l  a l lo w  th e  M u n ic ip a l i t y  o f  A nchorage  to  
a c q u ire  v a lu a b le  p u b l ic  f i s h in g  and r e c r e a t io n a l  access a lo n g  B ir d  
C re e k .

B a c k g ro u n d : The M u n ic ip a l i t y  o f  A nchorage , th e  D epa rtm en t o f
N a tu ra l  R esources and a g ro u p  o f  B i r d  C reek a rea  homeowners w ou ld  
l i k e  to  c o m p le te  a th re e  way la n d  exchange t h a t  has been d is c u s s e d  
f o r  many y e a rs .  As a r e s u l t  o f  th e  exchange, th e  homeowners w ou ld  
r e c e iv e  a p p ro x im a te ly  .6  a c re s  o f  s ta te  la n d  and a p p ro x im a te ly  1 .5  
a c re s  o f  m u n ic ip a l la n d  on w h ich  t h e i r  homes were m is ta k e n ly  b u i l t .  
I n  r e tu r n ,  th e  p u b l ic  w o u ld  r e c e iv e  a p p ro x im a te ly  4 .8  a c re s  o f  s p o r t  
f i s h in g  la n d  a lo n g  B ir d  C re e k . The e x a c t amount o f  a c re ag e  to  be 
exchanged w i l l  n o t be known u n t i l  a s u rv e y  i s  c o m p le te d .

T h is  b i l l  a u th o r iz e s  th e  D epa rtm en t o f  N a tu ra l R esources t o  convey 
up to  tw o a c re s  o f  p u b l ic  la n d  to  th e  M u n ic ip a l i t y  o f  A ncho rage .
The a re a  t o  be conveyed  c o n ta in s  a g ra v e l p i t  managed by th e  
D epa rtm en t o f  T r a n s p o r ta t io n  and P u b lic  F a c i l i t i e s  and w i l l  o n ly  be 
t r a n s fe r r e d  i f  i t  does n o t i n t e r f e r e  w ith  DOT/PF use o f  th e  s i t e .  
A f t e r  r e c e iv in g  th e  la n d  fro m  th e  s ta te ,  th e  m u n ic ip a l i t y  w i l l  
convey i t  t o  th e  B ir d  C reek homeowners. In  r e tu r n ,  th e  homeowners 
w i l l  convey a b o u t 4 .8  a c re s  o f  la n d  a lo n g  B i r d  C reek to  th e  
m u n ic ip a l i t y  t o  in c lu d e  in  th e  n ea rby  m u n ic ip a l p a rk .  The p a rk  i s  
managed u n d e r a c o o p e ra t iv e  agreem ent w ith  th e  s ta te  as p a r t  o f  
Chugach S ta te  P a rk . M u n ic ip a l i t y  o f  A nchorage v o te r s  a pp ro ve d  th e  
exchange i n  a 1987 m u n ic ip a l e le c t io n .

O hF IC E  O F THE C O M M ISSIO N ER

JU N E A U , A L A S K A  9 9 8 0 1 -1 7 9 6  
P H O N E: (907) 4 6 5 -2 4 0 0  
F A C SIM ILE : (9 0 7 ) 5 8 6 -2 7 5 4

H a ro ld  C. H e inze  
C om m iss ione r

10-J9LM



c c : S e n a to r M enard
P a u l Fuhs, L e g is la t iv e  L ia is o n ,  O f f ic e  o f  th e  G ove rn o r 
F ra n k  T u rp in ,  C om m iss ione r, D epa rtm en t o f  T r a n s p o r ta t io n  and 

P u b l ic  F a c i l i t i e s  
N e i l  Johannsen , D i r e c t o r ,  D iv is io n  o f  P a rks  and O u td o o r 

R e c re a t io n



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
SENATE

Official Business SENATOR CURT MENARD P.O. Box V
.Slate Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Jerry Mackie, Chairman
Community and Regional Affairs Committee

FROM; Senator Curt Menard

DATE: February 26, 1992

RE: Request for hearing on CS SB 231 (CRA)

I would like to request a hearing before the House Community and Regional 
Affairs Committee on CS SB 231 (CRA) at your earliest convenience.

SB 231 will resolve the longstanding property title problem of a number 
of private landowners who inadvertently built homes outside of their 
property lines on state and Municipality of Anchorage land in the vicinity 
of Bird Creek.

The bill is supported by the Municipality of Anchorage, the Department of 
Natural Resources and all the impacted landowners.

Please find attached a sponsor statement and a fiscal note and a 
description of the proposed land exchange from the Department of Natural 
Resources. It is my understanding that the Alaska Municipal League and the 
Department of Natural Resources will be forwarding supportive position 
papers to your Committee.

Thank you for your consideration and attention to this request. If you have 
any questions or need additional information, please contact Johanna 
Munson on my staff.



P R O P O S E D  B I R D  C R E E K  L A N D  E X C H A N G E  

C S S B  2 3 1  ( C & R A )

The Municipality of Anchorage (MOA), the Alaska Departm ent of Natural Resources 
(DNR) and a group of homeowners who own land along Bird Creek are proposing a 
land exchange. Bird Creek is located in Bird Creek Valley which is along Tumagain 
Arm southwest of Anchorage. The lands involved in the proposed land exchange are 
owned by the homeowners, the Municipality of Anchorage and the State.

The land exchange, as shown on the attached map, w ould give the public an additional
4.8 acres of land along Bird Creek. This land is heavily used by persons sport fishing 
for salmon in m id to late summer. This land also possess im portant fish and wildlife 
habitat values as a portion of it is a saltwater influenced wetland. This land along Bird 
Creek is proposed to be conveyed to the MOA and will be added to the Bird Creek 
Regional Park under municipal ordinance. Tidelands within this parcel, to be conveyed 
to the MOA will be reconveyed by the MOA to the state. The nearby municipal Bird 
Creek Regional Park is managed through a cooperative agreem ent w ith DNR as part of 
Chugach State Park. In exchange for this land, the homeowners will receive three pieces 
of public land totalling 2.05 acres which adjoin the parcel they presently own. The 
homeowners are interested in these tracts because they mistakenly placed some of their 
homes just off of the property that they own and on public land ow ned by the state and 
municipality.

Until recently, the hom eowners thought that they only had to trade land with the MOA. 
In 1987, voters in the Municipality of Anchorage approved the land exchange in a 
m unidpai election. However, a closer review of the land ownership in the area revealed 
that a portion of one of the three tracts to be conveyed to the homeowners, by the MOA, 
induded  an Alaska Departm ent of Transportation and Public Facilities's (DOTPF) 
material site that is w ithin Chugach State Park. This portion of land is estimated to be
0.6 acres in size. The actual size of the tracts will not be confirmed until the land is 
surveyed. The m aterial site was established before the land became part of Chugach 
State Park. DOTFP has agreed to give up their interest in the tract to be conveyed to the 
homeowners if it is surveyed before it is conveyed. However, because the land is part 
of Chugach State Park the Alaska State Legislature m ust authorize the removal of this 
land from the park.

SB(3$1, if enacted into law, will authorize the Commissioner of DNR to remove the land 
from the park and convey it to the MOA if: 1) it is determ ined that it will not interfere 
with DOTPF's use of the material site, and 2) MOA will only use the land for the 
Durposes of the proposed land exchange. The land conveyed to the MOA, estimated to 
be 0.6 acres, will be in addition to the lands it has received from  the State under its 
municipal land entitlement. The acreage of the tidelands that the MOA will reconvey 
to the State is not know, but is estimated at 1.0 to 2.5 acres.

by DNR/Parks 4/24/91 (revised 5/9/91)



MUNICIPALITY OP ANCSOAAOI 
1993 LXOXSLAVZYY PROG1AM 

POSITION PAP201

l i t l « i  An A c t  a u th o r is in g  th e  co m m iss io n e r o f  n a tu r a l  re s o u rc e s
to  co n ve y  la n d  w i t h in  th o  Chugach s t a t e  P a rk  t o  th e  
M u n ic ip a l i t y  o f  A nchorage .

A n a ly s is :  T h is  a c t  p ro v id e s  f o r  a th ro e -w a y  la n d  exch an g e , w i t h  th o  
homeowners r e c e iv in g  a p p ro x im a te ly  . 6 a c re s  o f  s t a t s  la n d  
and a p p ro x im a te ly  1 .5  a c re s  o f  M u n ic ip a l  la n d  on w h ich  
t h e i r  homes w ere m is ta k e n ly  b u i l t  i n  th o  B i r d  C ree k  a re a . 
I n  r e t u r n , th e  M u n ic ip a l i t y  o f  A n ch o ra g e  w i l l  r e c e iv e  
a p p ro x im a te ly  4 .8  a c re s  o f  v a lu a b le  p u b l i c  f i s h in g  and 
r e c r e a t io n a l  access  a lo n g  B i r d  C re e k . T h is  exchange vae 
a p p ro v e d  b y  th e  v o te r s  o f  th e  M u n ic ip a l i t y  c I  Anchorage 
in  1987 .

The D e p a rtm e n t o f  c u l t u r a l  and R e c r e a t io n a l S e rv ic e s  
recommends s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h ic h  adds ac re ag e  
t o  B i r d  C re e k  P a rk . We have a management a g reem en t w i t h  
th e  s t a t e  o f  A la s k a  p r o v id in g  f o r  t h e i r  management o f  
t h i s  p a rk  f o r  th e  M u n ic ip a l i t y .

Bill: CS for SB 221

C o n ta c t :  C on n ie  J o n e s , D i r e c to r ,  C u l t u r a l  and R e c r e a t io n a l
s e r v ic e s ,  M u n ic ip a l i t y  o f  A n ch o ra ge .

Phone: 343-4365



S T E W A R T  T IT L E
COMPANY OF ALASKA 3201 C S tr w t  

S u to  101 
A n c h o r* ^ , A l a k i  00603 

(007) 641-6122  
FAX: (007) 643-3073

A l  M e in e rs
A la s k a  S ta te  P a rks
3601 "C " S t r e e t
A n c h o ra g e , A la s k a  9 9 5 1 0 -7 0 0 1

D ear A l — -

P u rs u a n t t o  y o u r re q u e s t  we a re  p r o v id in g  t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  c o n f i r m  
when and w ha t t i t l e  in s u ra n c e  com pan ies  have in s u r e d  th e  f o l lo w in g  
d e s c r ib e d  p r o p e r t y :

T r a c ts  A-. B and C o f  U. S. SURVEY 1069, lo c a te d  
w i t h in  th e  A n c h o ra g e  R e c o rd in g  D i s t r i c t ,  T h i r d  
J u d ic i a l  D i s t r i c t ,  S ta te  o f  A la s k a .

The f o l lo w in g  l i s t  d e s c r ib e s  th e  d a te  o f  r e c o r d in g ,  p a r t i e s  
in v o lv e d ,  t i t l e  company and i t s  p o l i c y / o r d e r  num ber:

DATE PARTIES T IT L E  COMPANY POLICY/ORDER

1 0 -2 7 -7 8 P ro w s e /D o ln y S a fe co 9168

0 9 -1 1 -7 9 P ro u 3 e /W a tt S a fe co 10649

1 2 -2 1 -8 1 C o l l i e r /
Buchanan & T a y lo r

T ra n s a m e ric a 600883

0 8 -0 2 -8 2 . D o ln y /A u s t in T ra n s a m e ric a 311073

1 2 -2 3 -8 2 T a y lo r /W a ts o n T ra n s a m e ric a 8200206

1 0 -0 5 -8 3 B ro w n /F o r te ATG Agency A -7 6 5 8 0

1 2 -0 9 -8 5 A u s t in /W h e e le r T ra n s a m e r ic a 319528

0 4 -0 6 -9 0 W a tt/H a y e s P a c i f i c  Rim T i t l e  21253

0 8 -0 1 -9 0 K u r tz  & M cF adden / 
M i t c h e l l

S te w a r t  T i t l e 11652

I  am e n c lo s in g  c o p ie s  o f  th e  Deeds o f  T r u s t  t h a t  d is c lo s e d  th e  
a b o ve  in f o r m a t io n .  As you  ca n  see  a l l  th e  Deeds o f  T r u s t  in v o lv e d  
s e l l e r / c a r r y  back f i n a n c in g ,  w h ic h  w o u ld  in d ic a t e  t h a t  th e  p o l i c i e s  
is s u e d  by th e  above t i t l e  co m p an ie s  w ere  p ro b a b ly  o w n e r 's  s ta n d a rd  
p o l i c i e s  in s u r in g  th e  p u rc h a s e rs  and d id  n o t in v o lv e  e x te n d e d ^  
c o v e r a g e / s t r u c t u r a l  e n c ro a c h m e n t c o v e ra g e . T h e re  c u r r e n t l y  e x is t s



Page 2
A l  M e in e ra
A la s k a  S ta te  P a rks

no i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f in a n c in g  ( o f  r e c o rd )  w h ic h  w o u ld  n o r m a l ly  r e q u i r e  
e x te n d e d  c o v e ra g e  and s t r u c t u r a l  e n c ro a ch m e n t c o v e ra g e .

I  hope t h i s  in f o r m a t io n  p ro v e s  t o  be u s e fu l  t o  y o u . P le a s e  do n o t  
h e s i t a t e  t o  c a l l  i f  you  have  any  f u r t h e r  q u e s t io n s  o r  need a d d i t i o n a l  
in f o r m a t io n .

S in c e r e ly ,

C O M P A N Y  O F  A L A S K A ,  I N C

H ow ard H ancock
A s s is t a n t  V ic e  P r e s id e n t  and 
T i t l e  O p e ra t io n s  M anager

H H :  b t

E n c lo s u re s

C H A R G E :  $ 5 0 . 0 0




