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Amendment offered to CSHJR 85(RES) workdraft 7-LS2286\G:
Page 1, lincl4:
Insert the following two whereas clauses:

Whereas the Alaska State Legislature endorses the goals and
objectives of the multinational agreement establishing an Arctic
Environmental Protection Strategy, which has been signed by the
eight northern countries of United States, the Soviet Union, Canada,

Denmark, Finland, Norway, Sweden, and Iceland on June 14, 1991.

Whereas the Alaska State Legislature supports the cooperative
effort between the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the
Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation on Dbilateral
environmental agreements with the two nations which border

Alaska: Russia and Canada.



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE DAVIDSON

NAME: HELEN NIENHUESER

*ITLE:
ADDRESS: 2561 LOVEJOY DRIVE
CITY: ANCHORAGE, ALASKA ZIP: 99508

PHONE: 277-9330
BILL NO: ima
SUBJECT: ENDORSING U_N. EARTH SUMMIT
MESSAGE: PLEASE SUPPORT HJR 85 REGARDING THE U_N. CONFERENCE ON ENVIROMENT

ANO DEVELOPMENT. IT IS CRITICAL THAT THE U.S. PROVIDE LEADERSHIP IN
ADDRESSING SERIOUS GOBAL ENVIROMENTAL PROBLEMS ANO BALANCE THE ENVIROMENT
ANO DEVELOPMENT -
HTM

POMIO: 03091450
DATE: 92/04/17
TIME: 09:14:50

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LI1O

COPIES: REPRESENTATIVES

CARNEY
FINKELSTEIN
HUOSON

1VAN

LEMAN
LINCOLN
MOYER
ZAWACKI



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE DAVIDSON

NAME: RAY BURGER

TITLE:
ADDRESS: PO BOX 672349
CITY: ANCHORAGE ZIP:- 99567

PHONE: 762-2502
BILL NO: HJN 85
SUBJECT: ENDORSING U_.N. EARTH SUMMIT
MESSAGE: THE EARTH SUMMIT REPRESENTS THE BEST CHANCE OF THIS CENTURY TO IMPACT

GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN A COOPERATIVE ATMOSPHERE. HIR 65 IS THE MINIMUM
OF SUPPORT THAT WE SHOULD BE OFFERING. /JSM

POMID: 03101939
DATE: 92/04/17
TIME: 10:19:39

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

COPIES: REPRESENTATIVES

CARNEY
FINKELSTEIN
HUOSON

1VAN

LEMAN
LINCOLN
MOYER
ZAWACKI



DEAR:

NAME :
TITLE:
ADDRESS:
CITY:
PHONE :

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

REPRESENTATIVE DAVIDSON

MARY MARTIN

3339 STARLITE CIRCLE

ANCHORAGE
269-3233

ZIP:- 99517

BILL NOV M3fl 11
SUBJECT: "FftajQRSING U_.N. EARTH SUMMIT

MESS \GE= 1 ASK

POMID:
DATE:
TIME:

L IONAME:

COPIES:

03103243
92/04/17
10:-32:43
ANCHORAGE LIO

REPRESENTATIVES

CARNEY
FINKELSTEIN
HUDSON

1VAN

LEMAN
LINCOLN
MOYER
ZAWACKI

FULL SUPPORT FOR THE REaOLUTION FROM THE LEGISLATURE.

/ISM



DEAR:

NAME :
TITLE—
ADDRESS:
CITY:
PHONE :
BILL NO*
SUBJECT :
MESSAGE:

POMID:
DATE:
TIME:

L IONAME:

COPIES:

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

REPRESENTATIVE DAVIDSON

ROGER HUOSON

3339 STARLITE
ANCHORAGE ZIP: 99517
271-4131

ENDORSING U_N. EARTH SUMMIT
I STRONGLY SUPPORT PASSAGE OF HJR 85. /JSM

03092034
92/04/20
09:20:34
ANCHORAGE LIO

REPRESENTATIVES

CARNEY
FINKELSTEIN
HUDSON

1VAN

LEMAN

L INCOLN
MOYER
ZAWACKI



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE DAVIDSON

NAME: JOYCE RIVERS

TITLE:
ADDRESS: 2741 WEST 42ND PLACE
CITY: ANCHORAGE ZIP:- 995817

PHONE: 248-2909

BILL NO*:-**_ U
SUBJECT: ENDORSING U.N. EARTH SUMMIT
MESSAGE: | URGE YOU TO ENDORSE THE UNITED NATIONS UPCOMING CONFERENCE ON

ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT AND URGE PRESIDENT BUSH TO ATTEND. THIS CONFERENCE
WILL JOIN ALL NATIONS COMMITTED TO THE WELFARE OF OUR EARTH AND ITS PEOPLE. AS
A WORLD LEADER THE U.S. MUST BE AMONG THEM. PLEASE PASS HJR 85. /JSM

POMID: 03111350
DATE: 92/04/20
TIME: 11:13:50

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

COPIES: REPRESENTATIVES

CARNEY
FINKELSTEIN
HUDSON

1VAN

LEMAN

L INCOLN
MOYER
ZAWACKI



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE DAVIDSON
NAME: SANDY SPENCER, TREASURER
TITLE: UNAZ/USA
ADDRESS: 3403 COPE, NO A
CITY: ANCHORAGE ZIP: 99503
PHONE: 563-2221
BILL NO: HJR 85
SUBJECT: ENDORSING U.N. EARTH SUMMIT
MESSAGE: 1 URGE THE PASSAGE OF HJR 85. THIS RESOLUTION, UPON PASSAGE, IS TO BE

FORWARDED TO THE PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH WITH A STRONG EMPHASIS THAT HE ATTEND
THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT, ALONG WITH OTHER

WORLD LEADERS.

POMID:
DATE-"
TIME:

/JSM

03113908
92/04/20
11:-39:08
ANCHORAGE LIO

REPRESENTATIVES

BAKER
BOYER
BRUCKMAN
CHOQUETTE
C_DAVIS
ELLIS
FOSTER
GRUENBERG
HANLEY
1VAN
KOPONEN
LARSON
LINCOLN
MACLEAN
M_A_MILLER
MOYER
PARNELL
R_FHILLIPS
TAYLCR
ZAWACK1

REPRESENTATIVES

BARNES
BROWN
CARNEY
B.DAVIS
LONLEY
rINKELSTc £N
C-CNZALES
GRUSSENOORF
HUDSON
JACKO
KU3INA
LEMAN
MACKIE

MART IN
M_W_MILLER
NAVARRE
G.FHILIIPS
SHARP

ULMER

SENATORS

ADAMS
COLLINS
COTTEN
CRAFT
DUNCAN
ELTASON
FISCHER
FRANK
HALFORD
HOFFMAN
JONES
KERTTULA
MENARD
PEARCE
FOURCHOT
ROOEY
SHULTZ
STURGULEWSKI
UEHL ING
ZHAROFF



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE DAVIDSON

NAME: ROSEMARY VAN DER LAAN, EDUCATIONAL DIR.-
TITLE- AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN
ADDRESS: 6405 COLGATE DRIVE
CITY: ANCHORAGE ZIP:z 99504
PHONE - 337-5580

BILL NO: HJR 85

SUBJECT: ENDORSING U_.N. EARTH SUMMIT
MESSAGE: AAUW SUPPORTS UNCED, THE MOST IMPORTANT INTERNATIONAL MEETING THIS

CENTURY, WHOSE IMPACT WILL AFFECT ALL FUTURE GENERATIONS. BALANCING ENVIRONMENT
AND ECONOMICS 1S VITAL TO ALASKANS ANO THE U.S.. THIS LEGISLATURE SHOULD MAKE A
HISTORIC STATEMENT OF SUPPORTING UNCED CALLING UPON FULL PARTICIPATION AND
COOPERATION BY PRESIDENT BUSH. URGE SUPPORT HJR 65. /CMR

POMID: 03101821
DATE: 92/04/16
TIME: 10:16:21

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

COPIES: REPRESENTATIVES

CARNEY
FINKELSTEIN
HUDSON

1VAN

LEMAN

L INCOLN
MOYER
ZAWACKI



DEAR:

NAME:
TITLE:
ADDRESS:
CITY:
PHONE:

BILL NO

SUBJECT:
MESSAGE:

POMIO:
DATE:
TIME:

LIONAME:

COPIES:

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

REPRESENTATIVE DAVIDSON

EIVIN t

MARY BRUDIE

14320 SABINE STREET

ANCHORAGE
345-0525

HIR 85

ENDORSING U.N. EARTH SUMMIT

WE STRONGLY SUPPORT HIR 85.

03162049
92/04/16
16:20:49
ANCHORAGE LIO

REPRESENTATIVES

BAKER
BOYER
BRUCKMAN
CHOQUETTE
C.DAVIS
ELLIS
FOSTER
GRUENBERG
HANLEY
IVAN
KOPONEN
LARSON
LINCOLN
MACLEAN
M.A.MILLER
MOYER
PARNELL
R.PHILLIPS
TAYLOR
ZAWACKI

/CMR

REPRESENTATIVES

BARNES
BROWN
CARNEY
B.DAVIS
DONLEY
FINKELSTEIN
GONZALES
GRUSSENOORF
HUDSON
JACKO
KUBINA
LEMAN
MACKIE
MARTIN
M.W.MILLER
NAVARRE
G.PHILLIPS
SHARP

ULMER

ZIP:

SENATORS

ADAMS
COLLINS
COTTEN
CRAFT
DUNCAN
ELIASON
FISCHER
FRANK
HALFORD
HOFFMAN
JONES
KERTTULA
MENARD
PEARCE
POURCHOT
RODEY
SHULTZ

STURGULEWSKI

UEHLING
ZHAROFF

99516



SATURDAY, NOVEVBER 16.1991

Ozone Study Predicts Increase

In Cataract, Skin Cancer Risks

Ultraviolet Radiation Found to AffectImmune System

By Mol WeiMap

Higher doses of ultraviolet radiation ex-
pected to leak through a badly (rayed atone
layer by the turn of tbe century could caute
1.6 million new uses of auraeta and

300,000 new skin oncers a year world-

wide, a panel of scientists reported yester-
day.

The scientists also reported for the first
time that ultraviolet radiation depresses
human immune systems regardless of skin
pigmentation or the use uf some sunscreen
lotions.

This places all of the world's population
at risk of the potential adverse effects of
[ultraviolet radiation] on the immune sys-
tem, including possible increases in the in-
cidence or seventy of infectious disease,*
said the panel convened by the United Na-
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would follow the cunent trend and diminish
by 10 percent in the mid-latitudes In the
next decade. Already stratospheric ozone
levels have dropped by 5 percent.

At that level, the annual cases of non-
melanoma skin cancers would increase 26
percentand a uractse to s percent world-
wide. The scientists predicted more near-
sightedness in the elderly *nd deformed
lenses due to increased ultraviolet rays.

Recent studies have demonstrated the
damage ultraviolet radiation an do to the
human immune system, which is the body's
defense against infectious disease and cer-
Uin kinds of ancer. According to Margaret
L. Kripke. a University of Texas immunol-
ogist and member of the U.N. panel, re-
searchers have documented changes in the
proportions of ceruin white blood cells,
which are part of the immune system, in
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NEW YORK SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 191

Ultraviolet Rays' Damage in
Waters of Antarctica Goes
Deeper Than Thought

By KEITH SCHNEIDER
SpKullcTh* Nf» York Timt»

WASHINGTON. Nov. 15- A leading
marine scientist said today that the
thinning of the atmospheric ozone lay-
er over Antarctica had allowed ultravi-
olet radiation to penetrate much deep-
er into the ocean than suspected, caus-
ing sizable reductions tn the productivi-
ty of the single-cell organisms that
form the Rase OW IIoceanlc food chain.
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A vital part of the
polar marine food

chain isupset.

variety of phyioplankion and ripple
through the food chain, having effects
we really can't predict," she said.

Concerns About Cancer

Dr. Welter joined nine other top sci-
entists in discussing the ozone deple-
tion problem today at a hearing held by
Senator Al Gore, a Tennessee Demo-
crat who is chairman of the Senate
Commerce. Science and Transporta-
tion Committee.

Mr. Gore, citing Dr. Weller's report
and several others predicting much
higher rates of skin cancer deaths and
blindness from cataracts because of
ultraviolet radiation, called on the
Bush Administration to speed up the
removal of chemicals from commerce
that deplete the ozone shield. "The
evidence is clearer than ever," he said.

William K. Reilly, the Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy. said later, "The United States will
move faster than the treaty obligates
us to," referring to the 1987 interna-
tional agreement that set schedules for
gradually eliminating ozone-depleting
chemicals. "How much faster is some-
thing we have not worked out within
the Administration yet. but it will be
considerably faster. This latest data
should provide a convincing reason for
the rest of the world community to
move with us."

Near the top layers of the earth's
atmosphere is a belt of ozone that
naturally screens harmful ultraviolet
radiation and prevents much of It from
reaching the earth's surface.

In the mid-1970's, scientists theo-
rized that chlorofluorocarbons, nearly
indestructible chlorine-based industri-
al chemicals used as refrigerants and
solvents, were floating up into the top
most layers of the atmosphere and
through a multi-step chemical process
was dissolving the ozone shield Other
compounds also have been found to be

destroying the ozone shield, including
the insecticide methyl bromide; meth-
yl chloroform, a chemical used In sol-
vents and adhesives, and halons, which
are used in fire extinguishers.

In the 1980's, scientists discovered-a
gap in the ozone shield over Antarctica,
a finding that helped convince the ma-
jor industrial nations to sign a treaty in
Montreal in 1987 to cut in half produc-
tion of the destructive chemicals by the
year 2000. In 1990 the treaty was
amended to require elimination of
chlorofluorocarbons and halons by the
year 2000, and methyl chloroform by
2005.

Congress Takes Action

Last year, as part of the Clean Ajr
Act, Congress approved a provision
requiring the President to speed the
schedule for phasing out the chemicals
causing ozone depletion If new evi-
dence warranted ft. In October, a Unit-
ed Nations scientific panel said the rate
of ozone destruction was increasing
and that the shield was weakening over
the United States and other temperate
zones in the winter and summer. Scien-
tists had previously said that ozone
depletion was occurring only over the
poles and in middle latitudes in winter.

The scientists said today that the
only region of the earth's ozone shield
untouched so far was over the Equator.

Dr. Robert T. Watson, an upper At-
mosphere expen at the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration in
Washington, said even if all ozone-de-
stroytng chemicals were outlawed to-
day, thinning would continue for dec-
ades because of all the chemicals that
had already risen into the upper atmos-
phere. »

A major worry is the effect more
ultraviolet radiation would have on
crops Dr. Alan H. Teramura, a bota-
nist at the University of Maryland, said
research in laboratories had found de-
creases in yield from soybeans and
rice exposed to rising levels of ultravio-
let radiation.
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Postcard Antarctica

Unbearable W hiteness

'M TRYING TO remember what | thought about Ant*
arcticj before I came her*. For thr moil pan, I didn't

think about It atall. It li juit plain remote. From the other

tide of the world, In Christchurch, New Zeatand, it it
another eight hourt due touth by plane to the main U.S.
bate, McMurdo. and then another three hourt from there
to the South M e

I came to the coldrtt place on Earth to hunt for Informa-
tion about global warming, but | was unprepared for the
continent ittelf. For example, 1 dJdn't know that the Und
area it half again at large at the entire United Statet. Or
that 90 percent of al) the ice in the world it here—which
meant, among other thingt. that there it really no compari-
ton between thit place and the Arctic Antarctica it larger,
more iiolated, more important in the global ecosystem—
and much colder.

You don’t expect a continent at the "bottom™ of the
world to have an altitude three timet higher than any other
continent When | ttepped out of the ski plane at the
Fble. my awareneit was divided between the 56-degree-
below-rero weather and the diuineit of being at almott
10.000 feet The altitude of the enormout polar plateau it
due primarily to ice that it almott two milet thick Al*
though itt ice and tnow contain SO percent of all the freth
water on Earth, Antarctica gets to Utile precipitation that
it it classified at the world’s largest desert And while the
continent goes dark for six months in winter, it still re*
ceives more sunlight during itt tix*month-long summer
day than the equatorial regions receive in an entire year.
Vet all that light creates virtually no surface heat, because
most of it is reflected right back up into space For anyone
caught in that crossfire of whiteness, sunglasses are a
medical necessity

The ice shelf expands in winter to seven timet its sum-
mer maximum The small population of human beings sent
here by 22 nations expands in summer and contracts in
winter by proportions almott precisely inverse to those of
the ice

ILE MOST of Antarctica is the cleanest, mott
pnstine area on Earth, the waters immediately adja-

THE NEW REPUBLIC
A Wity Jumd EGoinim

Kill MSI
Diavms u lw

that man-made chemicals called chlorofluorocarbons
(CFCs) were responsible.

A new international agreement was signed this year to
reduce CFC production alittle, though notenough. Mean-
while, the world's foasi) fuels are being burned at such a
rapid rate that the resulting carbon dioxide, along with
other "greenhouse gases,” may have already triggered the
long-predicted global winning. At least tome scientists
said this summer that they are finally convinced.

The air ia dearer and crisper in Antarctica than any-
where I've ever been, and risibility ia remarkable over
great distances. But that can suddenly change, at 1learned
firsthand, during something known at a “whiteout.” The
winds of a sudden storm saturate the air so thoroughly
with tnow that first the horison, then closer landmarks,
and then even the hood of your vehide can disappear in a
shroud of whiteness. Travelers lose their orientation and
perspective. Some tell stories of seeing a building in the
distance only to find that it wai a pack of cigarettes a few
feet away. Having just lived through a geneial election
campaign in which Willie Horton was a more prominent
political landmark than the budget or trade deficit, 1 had
the feeling | had gone from one whiteout to another

CAME HERE because Antarctica isnow the frontier of
the global ecological crisis. High in the Transantarctic
Mountains, a badly sunburned scientist talked about the

ice cores he and his team were pulling from a deep hole
drilled into the glacier on which we stood He interpreted
the annual layers of ice and snow the way woodsmen read
tree nngs “Here is where the U S. Congress passed the
Clean Air Act,” he said, pointing to the beginning of the
1970s Moving down the ice core, back to the early 1960s.
he added, "And here Is where the world stopped atmo-
spheric nuclear testing ” These and other ire cores contain
highly accurate information about the makeup of the
Earth's atmosphere year by year for tent of thousands of
years From such cores, we know, for example, that there
were dramatically lower levels of carbon ioxide in the
atmosphere atthe peak of the last Ice Age. 20.000 years ago
when the island of Manhattan was under one kilometer of
ice By contrast, the ice and tnow laid down in the 1950s
show levels of carbon dioxide, methane. CFCs. nitrous
oxide, and other gates responsible for the peenhouse ef-
fect higher than they have been in at least 160.000 years (at
far back at the ice corts measure) CFCs are receiving

cent to the Amencan base are among the most polluted particular attention because they cause not only 20 percent

the world PCBs and "we don't know what else.” dumped
years ago have killed every vestige of life in a small area of
McMurdo Sound The nuclear power plant that leaked in
Jo+2 was dismantled and returned to the United Statet But
even today the base dumpt "diluted"” raw sewage directly
into the sound and bums ttt solid waste in an open pit
In the last few yeart several other developments have
brought new attention to Antarctica In WJ5 an emergen-
cy expedition confirmed the existence of a large and
g-owi'g pclat hole in the stratospheric orone layer
twhicn protects humans from deadly ultraviolet.B radia-

tion! The same team found incontrovertible evidence

of the peenhouse effect but virtually all of the destruction
of the otone layer

Something else it different about the ice layers from the
1960s—they Uei different to the naked eye because ol
thick, alternating layers of "hoar" ice apparently caused
by partial melting and recrysialluation into larger pan-
ules The scientists are at yet cautiously withholding tudg.
men! on whether this isthe clear signal ol Antarctic warm -
ing that many have anticipated

W hen 1say Antarctica is the frontier of the ecological
crisis 1don't mean only that pollution can now be found at
the remotest point on Earth Antarctica is also the place



where both oione destruction and global warming have
their firstand most dramatic impacts. It U alto increasingly
apparent that Antarctica playt a far more significant role
than any other part of the Earth in the global climate
lyitem. For one thing, the cold waters surrounding lhe
continent absorb more carbon dioxide from the atmo-
sphere than all the rain forests, and create the nutrient-rich
"bottom water" for most of the world ocean of which
Antarctica is the epicenter. Also, aside from the sun and
the rotation of the Earth, Antarctica is the single most
powerful engine driving the world's weather, redistribute
ing its massive coldness through the winds of the air and
the currents of the sea. As greenhouse gases trap more heat
in the Earth's atmosphere and temperatures climb, they are
expected to climb fastest of all here in Antarctica, because
any melting at the edge of the ice shelfisaccompanied by a
dramatic change in the albedo—reflectivity—of the sur-
face exposed lo sunlight. The increased absorption of the
sun’s rays by the ocean then magnifies the local warming
trend, melting more ice at the margin and absorbing yet
more radiation from the sun

HERE ARE three potential catastrophes that scientists
fear could eventually be caused by the warming of

Antarctica First, a dramatic nse in sea level This would

come not from the melting of sea ice. which is already
floating in the ocean, but from a rapid breakup of the
massive West Antarctic ice shelf, which scientists believe
could then plop into the ocean, raising the sea level 15 to
Z)feet, wiping out low -lying coastal cities and nations like
Bangladesh But this is further off than most greenhouse
impacts, perhaps 200 years

Second, something that some scientists worry could oc-
cur much sooner is a change in the ability of the Antarctic
seas to absorb carbon dioxide as they get warmer Partly
because it is so cold, the southern ocean now absorbs
between one-third and one-half of all carbon dioxide
emissions from industrial nations Since carbon dioxide is
by far the most important greenhouse gas we must con-
cern ourselves not only with the rate at which our civili-
zation produces it but also the rate at which the Earth
absorbs it

The Earth has two lungs—the forests and the southern
ocean Unfortunately, we are destroying our forests at the
rate of one football field every second, an area the sue of
Tennessee every year Since the oceans of the world contain
SO times as much carbon dioxide as the atmosphere, even
small changes in the temperature-sensitive mechanisms by
which carbon dioxide is transferred back and forth between
the oceans and the air can have profound implications

Third, scientists fear that tf their predictions are correct,
and temperate;es at the poles increase far more rapidly
than at the equator, then the very pattern of the world
weather system might change This is because the differ-
ence between temperatures at the equator and at the poles
has been relatively constant fora long time Asaresult, the

redistribution of heat from the equator to the poles and
cold from the poles to the equator hat been accomplished
through an essentially constant pattern of wind and ocean

currents. If temperatures rite disproportionately tn Antarc-
tica, the equilibrium could change, creating new patterns
that would redistribute lets cold and more heat. Something
like this once happened on a small scale in Greenland The
so-called "little ice age"” beginning 500 years ago abruptly
covered the southern and western agricultural areas that
gave Greenland its name with the ice and tnow that now
make people wonder where the name came from

Similar though larger and anthropogenic global weath-
er changes now thought to be under way are expected to
cause widespread droughts and heat waves within our
children's lifetimes. Indeed, some argue they have al-
ready begun.

In spite of these enormous stakes and in spile of the
central role played by Anlarctica.an international scientif-
icconference in Tasmania this fall concluded, "There It no
established strategy cither for early detection of climate
change in Antarctica or understanding and prediction of
the probable effect of climate wanning on atmospheric and
oceanic circulation, ice-sheet volume, and tea level."

Even at that, the scientists art further along than the
politicians. W hy are we waiting to act?

Perhaps partly because of the unprecedented nature of
the crisis. Ititsimply beyond our experience and outside of
what we callcommon sense. So we put itin the place in our
minds where Antarctica exists and tag it with the same
menial labels—remote, alien, hopelessly distorted by ihe
maps of the world we inhabit, too hard to get to and too
unforgiving for us to stay very long

The real question iswhether the world's political system
can find a new equilibrium before the world's climate
system loses its current one Even now, the winds of
change are approaching hurricane force It took a million
years for the population of the world to reach two billion
Now, in the course of a single human lifetime— mine— it is
rocketing toward ten billion (and is already halfway there)
Startling graphs showing the loss of forest land, topsoil.
stratospheric otone. and species all follow the same pattern
of sudden, unprecedented acceleration in the latter half of
the 20th century. And yet. so far, the pattern of our politics
remains remarkably unchanged.

W hen it does come, the change will involve a new set of
global goals, and a new way of thinking about ourselves
our children, and our whole world—even Antarctica

Al1Gore

Al Gore is U S senator from Tennessee
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TOM WICKER

TimeforAction

Deaplie atrong environmental
wamtngi »mi Intense International
prtuum , the Bush Admtnlitniton

h«i continued u> advocate mon re-
search rtther then Immediate action
to counter such threats as otonc de-
pletion end global warming. Two new
developmenu put this butlnesa-aa-
usual approach tn tcary perapectlve:

« A United Nations acientlflc panel
reponed that new dau had dlsdoeed
significant and prevtouily undiscov-
ered depletion of the oione layerover
the Untied Suiei and Europe mrum-
mer, when the aun't ultraviolet raya
poae the greateil haurd; therefore,
the Incidence of akin cancen and the
damage to crop* will be much great-
er than previously predicted.

¢ Richard Undten of the M atta-
chuteiti Institute of Technology, a
respected scientific critic of global
warming theories, told a group of
scientists in Washington that he had
"withdrawn" the complex hypothesis
that was an imporunt element of his
skepticism.

Dr. LIindsen's views earned consid-
erable weight tn the political contro-
versy about global warming, having
been cued frequently by the Bush
W hite House in suppon of lu go-slow
policy. Senator Albert Core of Ten-
nessee. who convened the scientific
group, said that while Dr. Lmdsen
remained skeptical on general
grounds, he had abandoned the spe-
cific theory he previously advanced.

Both the ominous new oione dau
and Dr. Dndsen's changed position
aeem to Justify a heightened urgency
In responding to threatening atmos-
pheric developmenu. Dr. Robert
W atson, a NASA scientist who was co-
chairman of ihe U.N. panel, termed
the new findings of oione loss "ex-
tremely serious”

In Washington, Senator Core said
he wouk re-introduce a resolution to
accelera » lhe schedule for phasing
out chk ofluorocarbons, or CFCs.
the man-made chemical most dam-
aging to the oione layer. Wtllum K.
Reilly, head of the Environmenul
Protection Agency, conceded that the
oione problem had been shown to be
"morew outthan we believed" and
added. "" * world community needs
to recow uer the course that It'son "

In the past, the White House lus not
sgreed John Sununu, the chief of
stiff, has opposed What he considers
prrmaiunr anion against global
warming, he and President Bush ar-
gue that eliminating CFCs Il suffi-
cient for now Mr. Ratlly said the U S
was ahead of the achadule by which

the industrial nations have agreed to
eliminate CFC's by the year 2000.

Buta U.N environment offKUI. Dr.
Moaufa K. Tolba, said "the main
emphasis should be on carbon diox-
ide," the primary cause of global
warmmg Atmospheric concentra-
tions of carbon dioxide hive in-
creased by 23 percent in ihe last
century, and are Increasing by about
Id percent a year.

President Bush has been reluctant
to force cuts tn carbon dioxide emis-
sions — opposing for example, an
Increase from 17J to I1t1 miles per

New fears about
global warming.

gtllon in sutomoblle fuel efficiency,’
ind more suppon for miss transit.’
both urged by a National Academy of
Sciences repon on global warming. .
Nor has the Administration pushed
development of alternative energy
sources, as the academy urged

The new data made public at the
U.N demonstrate that CFCs. by dr-"'
straying pans of the oione layer,
have a alight cooling effect, since the’
layer helps keep temperatures stable
Thus if CFCs are eliminated, as pro- -
Jetted, the global warming trend —
pnmanly the product of carbon diox-
ide m the atmosphere — would be
strengthened. That appears to under-.
cut the President's restsunce to re-,
ducing carton dioxide emisttona.

The danger to humans m disap-'
pearing otone Is not in such dispute;
foi each 1 percent of depletion, m |
percent increase in the incidence of -
faul skin cancers (melanoma) and a*

percent nit tn nonfatal skin can-
cers are projected. About *to 3 per-+
cent of atmospheric oione hai been
lost since measurement began in
ItT1. which means a toul of perhaps
10 percent since about the end ot%
World War Il Dr. Watson said the
U.N panel expectad a further ) per-
cent lots by the end of the century

The last previous prediction! — 12
million otone-relaitd skin cancers re-
sulting in 200.000 deaths In the next
half-century — thus have been shown
by the new dau to be drastically
undenutcd And ihe oione crisis it
here and now — at dote at hand aa'.
your next trip to the beach, or bare
beaded walk tn tha tun m]



Alaska State Legislature

HOUSE RESOURCES COMMITTEE oD Box Y

MHMORANDUM

|T): All Members
House Resources Committee

FROM: Representative Clitf Davidson, ChairnwW~"
House Resources Committee

DATE: April 9, 1992
SUBJECT: House Resources Committee legislation

Enclosed is a house joint resolution relating to the United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development in Rio de
Janeiro this June. I have been requested to introduce this legislation
on behalf of various members of the Alaska Legislature.

The resolution recognizes the goals and objectives of the United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development and urges the
attendance of President Bush and the active involvement of the
Unites States in crafting international protocols regarding global
ciimate change. Many otiier states have passed similar resolutions to
encourage United States involvement in this important conference.

I will introduce this resolution Friday. March 10. Please feel
tree to contact my office at 46:v2487 if you have any questions.

Thank you.
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Mith 5,192
State and Local Legislators Challenge Bush Environfoental Posture

Over 150 state legislators from 20 states are co-sponsoring resalutions along with the
Berkeley City Council urging the Bush Aoministration to reverse its weak intermational
environmental position. The resolution asks that at the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development (UNCED) convening in Rio de Janeiro in June of this
year, the U.S. "reestablish its role as a leader In managing the planet's resources for
present and future generations !
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UNCED Resolution, page 2

The sponsoring lawmakers recognize the Importance of UNCED as an unprecedented
gathering of loaders and citizens from around the globe, one which must have more
than mere symbolic meaning. ;

1
"We need co-operation between all levels of government in promoting the goals of
UNCED and acknowledging that environmental protection need not be pitted against
economic development/ said Representative Tom Soery, author of Wisconsin’s Joint

Assembly Resolution #136. "We believe Ihe two may successfully co-exist"
1

In acknowledging the importance of tho oonferonoo in rodudng the threat of global
dimate change, the legislators resolve that they "call upon the President of the United
States to Join his counterparts at the Earth Summit, and to Instruct U.S. negotiators to
work with other national delegations In crafting an international protocol on global
dIlmate change." ]

Attached is the draft resolution aid the list of legislative leaders forthe resolution.

# # #

Th? Center for . Pollca/ Alternatives

IS & non-profit, non-partisan, arganization. promotin
rogre ssweHe dS ?hl an poPu ’
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Stott Legislative Leaders for Resolution Urging U.S. Action et UNCED

CALIFORNIA-Asm mbtyman Tom Hayden. (916) 445-1676
CONNECT!CUT-ReprMrtaUvo Elizaboth Brown, (203) 240-6585
DELAWARE-Sonator Myma Bair, (302) 5773217

FLORIDA-Senator Jack Gordon, (904) 487-5112
GEOROIA-ReprosentaUve Douo Toper, (404) 6564)329
MAWAJI-Sonator Andrew Levin, (800) 555-8700
ILLINOIS-Representative Bob Carrie, (312) 643-5237

|OWA-Senator Jamoe Reardon, (515) 281-3371
MASSACHUSETTS-Spoakar cranes Flaherty, (817) 722-2500
MICHIGAN-Senator Lana POUX*, (517) 373-7813
MINNESOTA-Representative Wilard Munger, (612) 296-4282 ]I
MJSSOURL-Representative Karen McCarthy, (314) 751-2420

NEW HAMPSHWfi-Senaor Susan McLane, (603) 271-3096

NEW YORK-Aasemttyman Maurice Hinchey, (518) 455-1436
OHIO-RepreeentatiYO Jane Campbell, (614) 466-6441
OKLAHOMA-Senator Enoch KeBy Haney, (405) 524-0126
PENNSYLVANIA-Reprwentathro Nan Ittn, (717) 707-1309 |
SOUTH CAROL!NA-Repreaentatto Sarah Manly. (803) 734-2990 |
WASHWGTON-Reprosentattve Dick Netson, (206) 786-7626
WSCONSIN-RepfDaontatwe Tom Saery, (608) 267-7990

3/25/92 UMdprt
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latheU.S., die Sate Department™* Office of Oceuu and Uittrcuuiotial
Environmental rcScientificAffair<hu taken the leed ragporeibility in
prvpimria™ forUNCED . The bead of dieU.S. delegationu Buff
Bohlen, Assistant Secretary of State. Assisting Secretary Flile/i in
preparing for the Earth Summi't iadie newly createdUS. UNCED
Coordination Center, which U directed by Ambassador Robert Ryan.

Secretary Bolden was formerly aSenior Vice-President with theWor Id
WildlifePund-US. He hat alsoserved asDeputy Assistant Secretary of
the Interior foe Ptlh and Wildlife*and Parks and alsoasamember of the
Poreign Service. Bolden Sorperimee in intermaticnal envirommental
negotiiatiot™ include™ the Convention on Intemiuocal Trade inEndan—
gered Species (CITES) ; Ui TUdxSJI . Conventiion on the Protectionof
Migratory Bird* and Their Environment; and theCircumpolar Agree—
ment on die Conservation of Polar Bean.”

Ambassador Ryan acareer member of the Senior Foreign Savice. He
he* served & the US . Ambassador to Mali, Principal Depur/ Assistant
Secretary of State for Consular Affairs, and as Coordinator of Ovc «as
Management, Bureau of Finance, Management Folicy.

Pom am reach Secretary Dohlen at thefollowing ad d rtii:

£ U. Curtis (Buff) Bohlen

Assistant Secretary o fState

Oceansand International Emnronmenul & Scientific Affairs
Departmento fState

2201C Street, NW

Washington, D C 20120

TcL (202)647-1114

To reach Ambassador Ryan o ranyone elseon Jse center's staff, contact
USUNCED - Department o fStact

722Jackson Place, NW

m\\ashington, D C 20103

Tel-(202) 391-3110

Pax: (202)391-3744

The agencies that have primary Tednical regosibilityforUNCED arc
The Council forEnvironmental Quality (CEQ), which iscoordinating
die preparation of the nariooil reportwhile theEnrironmental Protec—
tionAgency (EPA) has been asked toplay the leading role inproviding
background research insuch areg* as axics, climate change, forests,
technology trarsfer, environmental education, and oceans. Inaddition to
CEQ andEPA, theAgency for Intcmati<wul Development (AID), the
Department ofEnergy (DOE), and theNational OceanicandAtmo —
sphericAdninistration (NOAA) alsohaveUNCED coordinators.
Points of contact have been desiguatcd in27 other feceral agacies.
Interagency coordination isfecilintodby the UN CE D Working Group
of the Policy Coordinating Committee of the National Security Councill.
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AN EARTH SUMMIT PUBLICATION! NUMBER T™WO

INOUR HANDS

EARTH SUMMIT '92

A REFERENCE BOOKLET ABOUT THE
UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENT
AND DEVELOPMENT

Venue of the Conference: Rig de Janeiro. Brazil
Dates: 1June to 12 June 1992

United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
160. rqute de Florissant
31 conches
Geneva (Switzerland)

Telephone: 41-22*789-1676
BoNoNE: 35 48084k



« The Earth Summit must establish a whole new basisfor relations
between rich and poor, North and South, including a concerted
attack on poverty as a centralpriority for the 21st Century.
This is now as imperative in terms ofour environmental security
as it is on moral and humanitarian grounds. We owe at least this
much tofuture generations, from whom we have borrowed a
fragile planet called Earth.»

MAURICE F. STRONG
Secretary-General
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development



THE EARTH SUMMIT:
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

What is the purpose of the Earth Summit?

The United Nations is organizing the
Conference on Environment and
Development (UNCED) to fashion
integrated strategies that would prevent
further degradation of the global
environment and foster sustainable
development. These strategies would be
designed to help re-shape the world’s
economy and re-vitalize development on an
environmentally sound and sustainable basis.
The E?rth Summit is therefore about
environment .and development. The main
task of the Rio Conference of 1992 will be
to move environment and development
Issues into the center of economic policy
and decision-making.

Why the Earth Summit now?

The United Nations Conference on the
Human Environment, which was held in
Stockholm in  June 1972, put the
environment issue on the international
agenda. But despite significant progress on
many fronts in dealing with environmental
issues since then, it became evident that
overall, the condition of the earth’s
environment was deteriorating and global
risks becoming more acute. Accordingly, the
UN General Assembly in 1983 established
the World Commission on Environment and
Development to examine the state of the
environment and development in the
"perspective of the year 2000 and beyond.
The report of the World Commission, Our
Common Future, made it clear that the

human future is indeed at risk if we
continue the current unsustainable modes of
economic growth and development, and if
these are replicated in developing countries.
It made the case that a transition to
sustainable development in both
industrialized and developing countries is
the only viable pathway to a secure and

sustainable future for the human
community.
The recommendations of the World

Commission-which was chaired by Prime
Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland of
Norway-led to a decision by the General
Assembly in December 1989 to hold a
Conference on Environment and
Development in Brazil in June 1992
coinciding with the 20th anniversary of the
Stockholm Conference. Its purpose is to
have the nations of the world, represented
by their heads of state or government, take
the decisions required to effect the
transition to environmentally sound and
sustainable development called for by the
Brundtland Commission.

Who will attend the Earth Summit?

All member-states of the United Nations
will be invited to the Rio Conference,
represented-it is expected-by their heads-
of-state-or-government. In addition, a large
media corps, thousands of representatives of
non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
and other groups from the independent
sectors are expected to be present in Rio de
Janeiro during the Earth Summit.

Wriat, specifically, will the Rio Conference
do?

Based on recommendations of its
Preparatory Committee, the Earth Summit



Is expected to act on the following principal
matters:

mAn Earth Charter or Declaration of basic
principles for the conduct of nations and
peoples in respect of environment and
development to ensure the future viability
and integrity of the Earth as a hospitable
home for human and other forms of life;

mAn agenda for action, called Agenda 21,
establishing the agreed work program of the
international community for the period
beyond 1992 and into the 21st century in
respect of the issues to be addressed by the
Conference with priorities, targets, cost
estimates, modalities and assignment of
responsibilities.

Participants at the 1992 Rio Conference are
expected to deal with the means to
implement this agenda through:

mNew and additional financial resources;
mTransfer of technology;

mStrengthening of institutional capacities
and processes.

In addition, there is expectation that the Rio
Conference will produce agreements on
specific legal measures, such as conventions
for the protection of the atmosphere,
biological diversity and possibly on forests.
These are to be negotiated prior to the
Conference and signed or agreed to at the
Earth Summit.

Within this agenda, governments will be
called upon to act upon a series of concrete
measures which would literally change the
.basis of our economic life, our relations with
each other and our prospects for the future.
These will provide the basis for a new set of
priorities  for the world community,

including:

mRevitalization of the economies of the
developing countries;

mReversing the outflow of resources from
developing countries and ensuring their
access to the new and additional resources
and technologies they will require to
incorporate the environmental dimension
into their own development and participate
fully in international environmental
cooperation;

mEradication of poverty, the principal
sjurce of the environmental problems of
developing countries and a major threat to
the achievement of global environmental
security;

mReve-sal of the destruction of renewable
resources, soil, forests, biological and
genetic resources;

mEnsuring availability of energy supplies,
particularly to developing countries under

conditions that will safe-guard the
environment and contain risks of climate
change;

mEnsuring availability and protection of
water supplies;

mEnsuring food security;

mEnsuring equitable access to and use of
the global commons by all nations under
conditions that- will provide for their
protection;

mChanging the system of incentives and
penalties which motivate economic behavior
to ensure that they provide strong incentives
to sustainability and changes in national
accounts to reflect the real values of the
environment and resources;

mTransition to patterns of production and
consumption in the industrialized countries
which  will  drastically reduce their
disproportionate contribution to
deterioration of the earth’s environment and
related global environmental risks.



IHE SUMMIT:
AN OVERVIEW

No individual or country can remain
immune to the environmental consequences
of economic development or the human
consequences of lack of development. That
IS why the integration of economic
development and environmental protection
demands continuing attention and action on
the part of the world community.

Much of the deterioration in the global
environment is caused by patterns of
production and consumption, especially in
the industrialized countries. In many
developingnations-which altogether contain
almost 80 percent of the global population
of 54 billion-poverty, population growth,
and environmental damage are closely
related. Protection of the local as well as
global environment must be integral to the
development process everywhere in an
increasingly interdependent world.

To this end, the United Nations will host a
Conference on Environment and
Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, inJune 1992, on the 20th anniversary
of the United Nations Conference on the
Human Environment, which was held in
Stockholm in June 1972 The Rio
Conference-widely known as the Earth
Summit-wili be the first global gathering of
heads-of-state-and-government on the
environment and development. It will also
be largest meeting of world leaders, non-
governmental  organizations, business
executives, educators, students, and
-grassroots workers.

The United Nations General Assembly

decided to hold the Rio Conference, and
established its mandate and the basis for its
preparatory work in Resolution GA 44/228
of 22 December 1989. This resolution, and
the decisions of the Preparatory Committee
set up by the General Assembly to oversee
preparations for the Conference, provide the
basis on which the preparatory work is
proceeding. The success of the Earth
Summit will depend on this work. The
Preparatory Committee, consisting of all
members of the General Assembly, is
headed by Ambassador Tommy T. B. Koh
of Singapore, together with a Bureau of 39
members. Much of its work is conducted
through three Working Groups.

UNCED is a unique attempt on the part of
nations to find a common basis for action to
secure for all its inhabitants a more secure,
sustainable and equitable future, and to
protect the future of Planet Earth. The
Earth Summit of 1992 will aim to put
environment at the center of economic
decision-making in government, industry,
and the home.

The General Assembly made it clear that
the linkages between development and
environment must be tackled through a
fresh international consensus on global
issues-and in particular the re-vitalization
of development in developing countries on
an environmentally sound and sustainable
basis. The specific issues to be addressed
include protection of the atmosphere;
protection and management of land
resources; conservation of biological
diversity; promotion of environmentally-
sound use of bio-technology; protection of
the oceans, seas and coastal areas, and of
the quality and supply of freshwater
resources; and environmentally-sound
management of toxic chemicals.



Of particular importance will be agreement
on the means of ensuring that developing
countries will have access to the new and
additional  financial resources and
technologies that they will require to
integrate  environment into  their
development, and to participate fully in
international environmental cooperation.

In establishing UNCED, the United Nations
has also underscored a number of other
critical issues that the world community
needs to address more fully: the importance
of access to, and transfer of,
environmentally-sound technology for
developing countries; a concerted attack on
poverty; economic instruments and
institutional arrangements; and development
patterns particularly in energy, agriculture,
forestry, and manufacturing. The elimination
of wasteful consumption practices and
inefficiencies in energy usage could do much
to preserve natural and financial resources
that could be released for more rapid
development.

The preparations for UNCED have been
designed to enhance popular understanding
of environmental and economic linkages.
Questions concerning demographic
pressures, consumption and production
patterns and lifestyles, and sustainable use
of natural resources-includingenergy-have
formed part of the extensive cross-sectoral
studies undertaken for the Rio Conference.

Although the decisions at the Rio
Conference will be taken by leaders of
Governments, they will be based on the
contributions and participation of a broad
cross-section of nongovernmental
organizations representing ul major sectors
and constituencies of society. At the base of
the Earth Summit, therefore, will be the

people, and their organizations on which its
implementation will ultimately depend.

Most of the financial needs of the
developing countries will be met by them
through re-deployment and more effective
use of their own resources. But they will
also need to have access to substantially
increased external resources over time
through increased private investment,
improved terms of trade, and debt relief—as
well as concessional assistance. The current
net outflow of resources from the poor to
the rich nations must be reversed, and new
and additional financial support provided to
revitalize the developing country economies
onan environmentally-sustainable basis. The
industrialized countries must be the main
source of these resources. Meeting these
needs will also present economic
opportunities for the industrial nations.
Some of the most essential and most cost-
effective investments in environmental
protection and sustainable development will
be in developing countries. Addressing the
total environmental and development needs
of the most impoverished countries will
involve huge sums. But the costs of ignoring
the deterioration of finite natural resources
and the environment would be even higher.

In addition to the important contributions
being made by organizations in consultative
status with the UN Economic and Social
Council, a number of organizations have
been specially created to contribute to the
Earth Summit and preparations for it. These
include the International Facilitating
Committee (IFC), ECOFUND ’92, and the
Business Council for Sustainable
Development (BCSD).

What is emerging through these intensive
preparations is an up-to-date body of work



about the central relationship between the
environment and today’s global economy-
and how that relationship can be
strengthened and integrated into economic
policy and decision-making in every sector
of society.

The comprehensive preparations for the Rio

IN OUR

Conference are designed to provide the
basis for the establishment among the
nations and peoples of North, South, East
and West, a new global partnership based
on mutual needs, common interests, and
shared responsibilities to ensure our
common future.
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