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A m e n d m e n t  o f fe re d  to  C S H JR  8 5 (R E S )  w o rk d ra f t  7 -L S 2 2 8 6 \G :

P a g e  1, l i n c l 4 :

In se r t  th e  fo l lo w in g  tw o  w h e re a s  c la u se s :

W h e r e a s  th e  A la s k a  S ta te  L e g i s la tu r e  e n d o r s e s  th e  g o a l s  a n d  

o b j e c t i v e s  o f  th e  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  a g r e e m e n t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  an  A r c t i c  

E n v i r o n m e n ta l  P r o te c t io n  S t r a t e g y ,  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  s ig n e d  b y  th e  

e ig h t  n o r th e rn  c o u n t r i e s  o f  U n i te d  S ta te s ,  th e  S o v ie t  U n io n ,  C a n a d a ,  

D e n m a rk ,  F in la n d ,  N o rw a y ,  S w e d e n ,  and  Ic e la n d  on J u n e  14, 1991.

W h e r e a s  th e  A la s k a  S ta te  L e g i s la tu r e  s u p p o r t s  th e  c o o p e r a t iv e  

e f f o r t  b e tw e e n  th e  U .S .  E n v i r o n m e n ta l  P r o t e c t i o n  A g e n c y  a n d  th e  

A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  o n  b i l a t e r a l  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a g r e e m e n t s  w i th  th e  tw o  n a t i o n s  w h i c h  b o r d e r  

A laska: R u ss ia  and  C a n a d a .



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE DAVIDSON

NAME: HELEN NIENHUESER 

*ITLE:

ADDRESS: 2561 LOVEJOY DRIVE

CITY: ANCHORAGE, ALASKA ZIP: 99508

PHONE: 277-9330 

BILL NO: ima

SUBJECT: ENDORSING U.N. EARTH SUMMIT

MESSAGE: PLEASE SUPPORT HJR 85 REGARDING THE U.N. CONFERENCE ON ENVIROMENT 

ANO DEVELOPMENT. IT IS CRITICAL THAT THE U.S. PROVIDE LEADERSHIP IN 

ADDRESSING SERIOUS GOBAL ENVIROMENTAL PROBLEMS ANO BALANCE THE ENVIROMENT 

ANO DEVELOPMENT.

HTM

POMIO: 03091450 

DATE: 92/04/17 

TIME: 09:14:50 

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

COPIES: REPRESENTATIVES

CARNEY

FINKELSTEIN

HUOSON

IVAN

LEMAN

LINCOLN

MOYER

ZAWACKI



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE DAVIDSON

NAME: RAY BURGER 

TITLE:

ADDRESS: PO BOX 672349

CITY: ANCHORAGE ZIP: 99567

PHONE: 762-2502 

BILL NO: HJN 85

SUBJECT: ENDORSING U.N. EARTH SUMMIT

MESSAGE: THE EARTH SUMMIT REPRESENTS THE BEST CHANCE OF THIS CENTURY TO IMPACT 

GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN A COOPERATIVE ATMOSPHERE. HJR 65 IS THE MINIMUM 

OF SUPPORT THAT WE SHOULD BE OFFERING. /JSM

POMID: 03101939 

DATE: 92/04/17 

TIME: 10:19:39 

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

COPIES: REPRESENTATIVES

CARNEY

FINKELSTEIN

HUOSON

IVAN

LEMAN

LINCOLN

MOYER

ZAWACKI



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE DAVIDSON

NAME: MARY MARTIN 

TITLE:

ADDRESS: 3339 STARLITE CIRCLE

CITY: ANCHORAGE ZIP: 99517

PHONE: 269-3233 

BILL NOV MJfl II

SUBJECT:'ftajQRSING U.N. EARTH SUMMIT

MESS \GE• I ASK FULL SUPPORT FOR THE REaOLUTION FROM THE LEGISLATURE. /JSM

POMID: 03103243 

DATE: 92/04/17 

TIME: 10:32:43 

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

COPIES: REPRESENTATIVES

CARNEY

FINKELSTEIN

HUDSON

IVAN

LEMAN

LINCOLN

MOYER

ZAWACKI



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE DAVIDSON

NAME: ROGER HUOSON 

TITLE-*

ADDRESS: 3339 STARLITE

CITY: ANCHORAGE ZIP:

PHONE: 271-4131 

BILL NO* HJR 35
SUBJECT: ENDORSING U.N. EARTH SUMMIT 

MESSAGE: I STRONGLY SUPPORT PASSAGE OF HJR 85.

POMID: 03092034 

DATE: 92/04/20 

TIME: 09:20:34 

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

COPIES: REPRESENTATIVES

CARNEY

FINKELSTEIN

HUDSON

IVAN

LEMAN

LINCOLN

MOYER

ZAWACKI

99517

/JSM



ADDRESS: 2741 WEST 42ND PLACE 

CITY: ANCHORAGE

NAME: JOYCE RIVERS 

TITLE:

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE DAVIDSON

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

ZIP: 99S17

PHONE: 248-2909 

BILL NO*:**. U

SUBJECT: ENDORSING U.N. EARTH SUMMIT

MESSAGE: I  URGE YOU TO ENDORSE THE UNITED NATIONS UPCOMING CONFERENCE ON 
ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT AND URGE PRESIDENT BUSH TO ATTEND. THIS CONFERENCE 

WILL JOIN ALL NATIONS COMMITTED TO THE WELFARE OF OUR EARTH AND ITS PEOPLE. AS 

A WORLD LEADER THE U.S. MUST BE AMONG THEM. PLEASE PASS HJR 85. /JSM

POMID: 03111350 

DATE: 92/04/20 

TIME: li:i3:50 

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

COPIES: REPRESENTATIVES

CARNEY

FINKELSTEIN

HUDSON

IVAN

LEMAN

LINCOLN

MOYER

ZAWACKI



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE DAVIDSON

NAME: SANDY SPENCER, TREASURER 

TITLE: UNA/USA 

ADDRESS: 3403 COPE, NO A

CITY: ANCHORAGE ZIP: 99503

PHONE: 563-2221 

BILL NO: HJR 85

SUBJECT: ENDORSING U.N. EARTH SUMMIT

MESSAGE: I URGE THE PASSAGE OF HJR 85. THIS RESOLUTION, UPON PASSAGE, IS TO BE 

FORWARDED TO THE PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH WITH A STRONG EMPHASIS THAT HE ATTEND 

THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT, ALONG WITH OTHER 

WORLD LEADERS. /JSM

POMID: 

DATE-' 

TIME:

03113908 

92/04/20 

11:39:08 

ANCHORAGE LIO

REPRESENTATIVES REPRESENTATIVES SENATORS

BAKER BARNES ADAMS

BOYER BROWN COLLINS

BRUCKMAN CARNEY COTTEN

CHOQUETTE B.DAVIS CRAFT

C.DAVIS LONLEY DUNCAN

ELLIS rINKELSTc £N ELIASON

FOSTER C-CNZALES FISCHER

GRUENBERG GRUSSENOORF FRANK

HANLEY HUDSON HALFORD

IVAN JACKO HOFFMAN

KOPONEN KU3INA JONES

LARSON LEMAN KERTTULA

LINCOLN MACKIE MENARD

MACLEAN MARTIN PEARCE

M.A.MILLER M.W.MILLER FOURCHOT

MOYER NAVARRE ROOEY

PARNELL G.FHILIIPS SHULTZ

R.FHILLIPS SHARP STURGULEWSKI

TAYLCR

ZAWACKI

ULMER UEHLING

ZHAROFF



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE DAVIDSON

NAME: ROSEMARY VAN DER LAAN, EDUCATIONAL DIR.

TITLE: AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN

ADDRESS: 6405 COLGATE DRIVE

CITY: ANCHORAGE ZIP: 99504

PHONE: 337-5580

BILL NO: HJR 85
SUBJECT: ENDORSING U.N. EARTH SUMMIT

MESSAGE: AAUW SUPPORTS UNCED, THE MOST IMPORTANT INTERNATIONAL MEETING THIS

CENTURY, WHOSE IMPACT WILL AFFECT ALL FUTURE GENERATIONS. BALANCING ENVIRONMENT 

AND ECONOMICS IS VITAL TO ALASKANS ANO THE U.S.. THIS LEGISLATURE SHOULD MAKE A 

HISTORIC STATEMENT OF SUPPORTING UNCED CALLING UPON FULL PARTICIPATION AND 

COOPERATION BY PRESIDENT BUSH. URGE SUPPORT HJR 65. /CMR

POMID: 03101821 

DATE: 92/04/16 

TIME: 10:16:21 

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

COPIES: REPRESENTATIVES

CARNEY

FINKELSTEIN

HUDSON

IVAN

LEMAN

LINCOLN

MOYER

ZAWACKI



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE DAVIDSON

NAME: E IV IN  t  MARY BRUDIE
T ITLE :

ADDRESS: 14320 SABINE STREET
CITY: ANCHORAGE

PHONE: 345-0525
B IL L  NO: HJR 85
SUBJECT: ENDORSING U .N . EARTH SUMMIT
MESSAGE: WE STRONGLY SUPPORT HJR 8 5 . /CMR

POMIO: 03162049 
DATE: 9 2 /0 4 /1 6  
TIME: 1 6 :2 0 :4 9  

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

COPIES: REPRESENTATIVES REPRESENTATIVES

BAKER BARNES
BOYER BROWN
BRUCKMAN CARNEY
CHOQUETTE B.DAVIS
C.DAVIS DONLEY
ELLIS FINKELSTEIN
FOSTER GONZALES
GRUENBERG GRUSSENOORF
HANLEY HUDSON
IVAN JACKO
KOPONEN KUBINA
LARSON LEMAN
LINCOLN MACKIE
MACLEAN MARTIN
M.A.MILLER M.W.MILLER
MOYER NAVARRE
PARNELL G .PHILLIPS
R. PHILLIPS SHARP
TAYLOR ULMER
ZAWACKI

Z IP : 99516

SENATORS

ADAMS
COLLINS
COTTEN
CRAFT
DUNCAN
ELIASON
FISCHER
FRANK
HALFORD
HOFFMAN
JONES
KERTTULA
MENARD
PEARCE
POURCHOT
RODEY
SHULTZ
STURGULEWSKI
UEHLING
ZHAROFF
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O z o n e  S t u d y  P r e d i c t s  I n c r e a s e  
I n  C a t a r a c t ,  S k i n  C a n c e r  R i s k s
U ltra v io le t R a d ia tio n  Found to  A ffe c t Im m une System

By Michwl WeiMkopf
Higher doses of ultraviolet radiation ex­

pected to leak through a badly (rayed atone 
layer by the turn of tbe century could caute 
1.6 million new uses of a u ra  eta and
300,000 new skin oncers a year world­
wide, a panel of scientists reported yester­
day.

The scientists also reported for the first 
time that ultraviolet radiation depresses 
human immune systems regardless of skin 
pigmentation or the use uf some sunscreen 
lotions.

Th is places all of the world's population 
at risk of the potential adverse effects of 
[ultraviolet radiation] on the immune sys­
tem, including possible increases in the in­
cidence or seventy of infectious disease,* 
said the panel convened by the United Na­
tions Environment Program.The report, an executive summary of which was released yesterday, updated pre­vious projections of health and ecological damage in light of the latest findings that the ozone layer—which normally absorbs most of the ultraviolet radiation from the sun—is eroding at a faster rate and for longer periods of the year.Along with the theoretical findings came a r.ew piece of hard evidence. In the antarc­tic. where the ozone hole was discovered in 1985 and the intensity of springtime ultra­violet rays reaching the ground has more tr.ar. doubled, researchers have found up to a 12 percent decline in the growth of phy- teplankton. the tiny, single-cell plants that form the base of the marine food chain.This decline diminishes the source of nu- tmion for other ocean organisms, and that effect eventually "could cascade through the food chain.".C. Susan Weiler. an aquatic sci­entist at Whitman College told a Senate subcommittee hearing,The findings were quickly seized on by proponents of a faster phaseout of the man- made chemicals, chiefly chlorofluorocar- bons iCFCs). which deplete the ozone layer. An international agreement calls for elim­ination of CFCs m the year 2000, but sev­eral nations have planned earlier cutoffs.He are tar beyond the stage wnere it is ervcai to s*» that there are significant un- ce*’a ntiM about the fact that we are inject- *g re ri»K ot ca'astrophic damage to the climate S'Stem." said Sen. Albert G.*? Jr iD-Tenn >. cr.atrrr.an of the So- r n  Technology and Space subcommittee7*t prelections rcr skin cancers and cat- ’ ro.ts were the nrst for the world at large. Vi •*. esta&lnhec formula for estimating * te'.e ct fir “ -»*»e» as ultraviolet n.v -.rttte rne s- t t.sts cssumtd oze.w ic-»

would follow the cunent trend and diminish 
by 10 percent in the mid-latitudes In the 
next decade. Already stratospheric ozone 
levels have dropped by 5 percent.

At that level, the annual cases of non- 
melanoma skin cancers would increase 26 
percent and a  U r  acts 6  to 8  percent world­
wide. The scientists predicted more near­
sightedness in the elderly *nd deformed 
lenses due to increased ultraviolet rays.

Recent studies have demonstrated the 
damage ultraviolet radiation a n  do to the 
human immune system, which is the body's 
defense against infectious disease and cer- 
Uin kinds of ancer. According to Margaret 
L. Kripke. a University of Texas immunol­
ogist and member of the U.N. panel, re­
searchers have documented changes in the 
proportions of ceruin white blood cells, 
which are part of the immune system, in 
people exposed to ultraviolet radiation.Another study showing that humans were subject to certain immunosuppression linked to skin ancer was repeated on different eth­nic groups of varying skin pigmenUlion. Re­searchers were testing the theory that dark­er pigmenuuon protected against immune system damage, much as it does against skin ancer aused by ultraviolet rays.Kripke said the results showed no differ­ences in the immunosuppressive effects of ultraviolet rays in persons of white, black or brown skin.Thus the population at risk of immunol­ogical damage from [ultraviolet] radiation is much larger than that at risk of developing skin ancer." she told the subcommittee.She stresed, however, that not enough is known to prove that immunological effects of ultraviolet radiation increase the rate or seventy of infectious disease. This is the most cnucal unanswered question in at­tempting to assess the impact of ozone de­pletion on human health." she said.Knpke said recent studies on laboratory animals indiate that some commercial sun­screens that protect against sunburn, which is caused mainly by ultraviolet-A. do not block the immune system damage of ultra­violet radiation, which comes chiefly from ultraviolet-B. Some newer sunscreens do 
block uv-B
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U ltrav io le t Rays' Damage in 
W aters o f Antarctica Goesm

Deeper Than Thought .

By KEITH SCHNEIDER
SpKul1C Th* Nf» York Timt»

WASHINGTON. Nov. 15 -  A leading 
marine scientist said today that the 
thinning of the atmospheric ozone lay­
er over Antarctica had allowed u ltrav i­
olet radiation to penetrate much deep­
er into the ocean than suspected, caus­
ing sizable reductions tn the productivi­
ty  of the single-cell organisms that 
form the base of the oceanic food chain.

Dr. C. Susan Weiler. a marine ecolo­gist at Whitman College in Walla Wal­
la. Wash, and executive director of the American Society of Limnology and Oceanography, also said that rising ultraviolet radiation in the Antarctic had caused increased genetic damage in the organisms phvtoplankton.

The new tmdings are among the first clear signals that the weakening of the atmospheric 02one shield, which scien­tists say is caused by chlorine and bromine-based industrial chemicals, is having a measurable effect on marine organisms S.nce 1987, scientists in Antarctica hare measured reductions in phyioplankion mass of 6 to 12 per­cent, depending on the depth of the watei, Dr. Vteiler said 
Dr Weiler, a member of a  United Nations scientific panel studying the depletion of the ozone layer, said the results of the research in Antarctica raised new concerns about the effect of increased ultraviolet radiation on the oceans, which supply most of the earth s oxvgcr. and much of its food "Increasing ultraviolet radiation could change species abundance and

A  vital p a r t  of t h e  

p o l a r  m a r i n e  f o o d  

c h a i n  is upset.

variety of phyioplankion and ripple 
through the food chain, having effects 
we really can't predict," she said.

Concerns About Cancer
Dr. Welter joined nine other top sci­

entists in discussing the ozone deple­
tion problem today at a hearing held by 
Senator Al Gore, a Tennessee Demo­
crat who is chairman of the Senate 
Commerce. Science and Transporta­
tion Committee.

M r. Gore, citing Dr. Weller's report 
and several others predicting much 
higher rates of skin cancer deaths and 
blindness from  cataracts because of 
ultraviolet radiation, called on the 
Bush Administration to speed up the 
removal of chemicals from commerce 
that deplete the ozone shield. "The 
evidence is clearer than ever," he said.

W illiam K . Reilly, the Adm inistrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agen­
cy. said later, "The United States w ill 
move faster than the treaty obligates 
us to," referring to the 1987 interna­
tional agreement that set schedules for 
gradually elim inating ozone-depleting 
chemicals. "How much faster is some­
thing we have not worked out w ithin 
the Administration yet. but it  w ill be 
considerably faster. This latest data 
should provide a convincing reason for 
the rest of the world community to 
move with us."

Near the top layers of the earth's 
atmosphere is a belt of ozone that 
naturally screens harm ful u ltravio let 
radiation and prevents much of It from 
reaching the earth's surface. ,

In the mid-1970's, scientists theo­
rized that chlorofluorocarbons, nearly 
indestructible chlorine-based industri­
al chemicals used as refrigerants and 
solvents, were floating up into the top 
■nost layers of the atmosphere and 
through a multi-step chemical process 
was dissolving the ozone shield Other 
compounds also have been found to be

destroying the ozone shield, including 
the insecticide methyl brom ide; meth­
y l chloroform, a chemical used In sol­
vents and adhesives, and halons, which 
are used in fire  extinguishers.

In the 1980's, scientists discovered-a 
gap in the ozone shield over Antarctica, 
a finding that helped convince the ma­
jo r industrial nations to sign a treaty in 
Montreal in 1987 to cut in half produc­
tion of the destructive chemicals by the 
year 2000. In 1990 the trea ty was 
amended to require elim ination of 
chlorofluorocarbons and halons by the 
year 2000, and methyl chloroform by 
2005.

Congress Takes Action '
Last year, as part of the Clean A jr  

Act, Congress approved a provision 
requiring the President to speed the 
schedule for phasing out the chemicals 
causing ozone depletion If new evi­
dence warranted ft. In October, a Unit­
ed Nations scientific panel said the rate 
of ozone destruction was increasing 
and that the shield was weakening over 
the United States and other temperate 
zones in the w inter and summer. Scien­
tists had previously said that ozone 
depletion was occurring only over the 
poles and in middle latitudes in winter.

The scientists said today that the 
only region of the earth's ozone shield 
untouched so fa r was over the Equator.

Dr. Robert T. Watson, an upper At­
mosphere expen at the National Aero­
nautics and Space Administration in 
Washington, said even if all ozone-de- 
stroytng chemicals were outlawed to­
day, thinning would continue fo r dec­
ades because of all the chemicals that 
had already risen into the upper atmos­
phere. »

A major w orry is the effect more 
ultraviolet radiation would have on 
crops Dr. Alan H. Teramura, a bota­
nist at the University of Maryland, said 
research in laboratories had found de­
creases in yield from soybeans and 
rice exposed to rising levels of u ltrav io ­
let radiation.
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P o s t c a r d  A n t a r c t i c a

U n b e a r a b l e  W h i t e n e s s

I
'M  T R Y IN G  T O  rem em b er w h a t I th o u g h t a b o u t A n t*  
arctic j  be fo re  I cam e  her*. For t h r  m o il  p a n ,  I d id n 't  
th in k  a b o u t It a t all. I t I i  ju i t  p la in  rem o te . From  th e  o th e r  

t id e  o f th e  w o rld , In  C h ris tc h u rc h , N e w  Z ea ta n d , i t  i t  
a n o th e r  e ig h t h o u r t  d u e  to u th  by  p lan e  to  th e  m a in  U .S. 
b a te ,  M cM u rd o . a n d  th e n  a n o th e r  th re e  h o u r t  fro m  th e re  
to  th e  S o u th  M e

I cam e to  th e  c o ld r t t  p lace  o n  E a rth  to  h u n t  fo r In fo rm a  • 
tio n  a b o u t g lobal w a rm in g , b u t  I w as  u n p re p a re d  fo r th e  
c o n tin e n t i t te lf .  For e x am p le , I d J d n 't  k n o w  th a t  th e  U n d  
area  i t  h a lf  again  a t  la rge  a t  th e  e n tire  U n ite d  S ta te t .  O r  
th a t  90 p e rc en t o f  al) th e  ice in  th e  w o rld  i t  here— w h ic h  
m e a n t, am o n g  o th e r  th in g t.  th a t  th e re  i t  rea lly  n o  c o m p a ri-  
t o n  b e tw ee n  th i t  p lace  an d  th e  A rc tic  A n ta rc tic a  i t  la rger, 
m o re  i io la te d , m o re  im p o r ta n t in  th e  g lo b a l e co sy s tem —  
a n d  m u ch  colder.

You d o n ’t  ex p ec t a c o n tin e n t a t th e  " b o t to m "  o f  th e  
w o rld  to  h a v e  an  a ltitu d e  th re e  t im e t  h ig h e r  th a n  a n y  o th e r  
c o n tin e n t W h en  I t te p p e d  o u t o f  th e  ski p la n e  a t th e  
Fble. m y  a w a re n e i t  w as  d iv id ed  b e tw e e n  th e  5 6 -deg ree- 
b e lo w -re ro  w e a th e r  an d  th e  d i u i n e i t  o f be ing  a t a lm o tt
10.000 feet T he  a lt i tu d e  o f th e  e n o rm o u t p o la r p la te a u  i t  
d u e  p rim arily  to  ice th a t  i t  a lm o tt  tw o  m ile t th ic k  Al* 
th o u g h  i t t  ice and  tn o w  c o n ta in  SO p e rcen t o f all th e  f r e th  
w a te r  on  E arth , A n ta rc tic a  g e ts  to  U tile  p re c ip ita tio n  th a t  
it i t  c lassified  a t  th e  w o r ld ’s la rg e s t d ese rt A n d  w h ile  th e  
c o n tin e n t goes d a rk  fo r six  m o n th s  in  w in te r, it s till re* 
ceives m o re  su n lig h t d u rin g  i t t  tix * m o n th - lo n g  su m m er 
d a y  th a n  th e  eq u a to ria l reg ions  receive  in  a n  e n tire  y ear. 
Vet all th a t  lig h t c rea te s  v ir tu a lly  n o  su rface  h e a t, b ecau se  
m o s t o f it is re fle c ted  rig h t b ack  u p  in to  space For a n y o n e  
c au g h t in  th a t  c ro ssfire  o f  w h ite n e ss , su n g lasses  a re  a 
m edical necessity

T h e  ice sh e lf  e x p a n d s  in w in te r  to  sev en  t im e t i ts  s u m ­
m er m ax im u m  T h e  sm all p o p u la tio n  o f  h u m a n  be in g s  sen t 
h e re  by  22 n a tio n s  e x p an d s  in  su m m e r a n d  c o n tra c ts  in  
w in te r by  p ro p o r tio n s  a lm o tt p rec ise ly  in v e rse  to  th o s e  o f 
th e  ice

W
HILE M O S T  o f A n ta rc tic a  is th e  c lean es t, m o tt  
p n s tin e  area  o n  E arth , th e  w a ters  im m e d ia te ly  a d ja ­
c e n t to  th e  A m e n ca n  b ase  a re  am o n g  th e  m ost p o llu te d  in  

th e  w orld  PC B s a n d  " w e  d o n 't  k n o w  w h a t e lse .” d u m p e d  
y ears  ago h a v e  k illed  e v e ry  v estig e  o f life  in  a sm all a rea  o f  
M cM u rd o  S o u n d  T h e  n u c lear p o w er p la n t th a t  le a k e d  in  
19*2 w as d ism a n tled  a n d  re tu rn e d  to  th e  U n ite d  S ta te t  B ut 
ev en  to d a y  th e  base  d u m p t " d i lu te d "  raw  sew age  d ire c tly  
in to  th e  s o u n d  a n d  b u m s  t t t  so lid  w a s te  in  a n  o p e n  p it

In  th e  la st few y e a r t  seve ra l o th e r  d e v e lo p m en ts  h a v e  
b ro u g h t new  a tte n tio n  to  A n ta rc tic a  In W J5 an  e m e rg e n ­
cy e x p ed itio n  co n firm ed  th e  ex isten ce  o f a la rge  an d  
g - o w i 'g  p c la t  h o le  in  th e  s tra to sp h e ric  o ro n e  lay e r 
tw h icn  p ro te c ts  h u m a n s  from  d e ad ly  u ltra v io le t.B  r a d ia ­
t io n !  T h e  sam e te a m  fo u n d  in c o n tro v e rtib le  ev id e n ce

___________________  Diavms u lw
th a t  m a n -m a d e  chem ica ls  c alled  ch lo ro flu o ro ca rb o n s  
(C F C s) w e re  re sp o n sib le .

A  n e w  in te rn a tio n a l a g re em en t w as  signed  th is  year to  
re d u c e  C F C  p ro d u c tio n  a l i t t le ,  th o u g h  n o t e n o u g h . M e a n ­
w h ile , th e  w o r ld 's  foasi) fu e ls  a re  b e in g  b u rn e d  a t  su ch  a 
ra p id  ra te  th a t  th e  re su ltin g  ca rb o n  d io x id e , a lo n g  w ith  
o th e r  " g re e n h o u se  g a se s ,"  m a y  h a v e  a lread y  trig g ered  th e  
lo n g -p re d ic te d  g lo b a l w in n in g .  A t le a s t to m e  sc ie n tis ts  
sa id  th is  su m m e r th a t  th e y  a re  fin a lly  co n v in ced .

T h e  a ir  ia d e a r e r  an d  c risp e r  in  A n ta rc tica  th a n  a n y ­
w h e re  I 'v e  ev e r  b een , a n d  r is ib i l i ty  ia re m ark ab le  o v e r 
g rea t d is ta n ce s . B u t th a t  can  su d d e n ly  ch an g e , a t  1 le a rn ed  
f i r s th a n d , d u r in g  so m e th in g  k n o w n  a t  a " w h ite o u t ."  T h e  
w in d s  o f  a  s u d d e n  s to rm  s a tu ra te  th e  a ir so  th o ro u g h ly  
w ith  tn o w  th a t  f ir s t th e  h o ris o n , th e n  c lo ser la n d m a rk s , 
a n d  th e n  e v en  th e  h o o d  o f  y o u r  v e h id e  can  d isa p p e a r  in  a 
sh ro u d  o f  w h ite n e ss .  T ravelers lose  th e ir  o r ie n ta tio n  an d  
p e rsp ec tiv e . S o m e te ll s to rie s  o f  see in g  a b u ild in g  in th e  
d is ta n ce  o n ly  to  f in d  th a t  i t  w a i  a p a c k  o f  c ig a re tte s  a fe w  
fee t a w ay . H a v in g  ju s t liv e d  th ro u g h  a g e n e ia l e le c tio n  
cam p a ig n  in  w h ic h  W illie  H o r to n  w as  a m o re  p ro m in e n t 
p o litic a l la n d m a rk  th a n  th e  b u d g e t o r  trad e  d e fic it,  1 h a d  
th e  fe e lin g  I h a d  g o n e  from  o n e  w h ite o u t to  a n o th e r

I
 C A M E  H ER E becau se  A n ta rc tic a  is n o w  th e  fro n tie r  o f  
th e  g lo b a l ecological crisis. H ig h  in  th e  T ran san ta rc tic  

M o u n ta in s ,  a b a d ly  su n b u rn e d  sc ien tis t ta lk ed  a b o u t th e  
ice co res  h e  an d  h is  team  w ere  p u llin g  from  a d e ep  h o le  
d rilled  in to  th e  g lac ier on  w h ich  w e  s to o d  H e  in te rp re te d  
th e  a n n u a l la y e rs  o f  ice a n d  sn o w  th e  w ay  w o o d sm en  read  
tre e  n n g s  " H e re  is w h e re  th e  U  S. C o n g re ss  p assed  th e  
C le an  A ir A c t,”  h e  said , p o in tin g  to  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  
1970s M o v in g  d o w n  th e  ice core , b a ck  to  th e  ea rly  1960s. 
h e  a d d e d , " A n d  h e re  Is w h e re  th e  w o rld  s to p p e d  a tm o ­
spheric  n u c le a r  te s t in g  ”  T h ese  a n d  o th e r  ire  co res c o n ta in  
h ig h ly  a c c u ra te  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t th e  m a k e u p  o f th e  
E a rth 's  a tm o s p h e re  year b y  y e a r  fo r  te n t  o f th o u s a n d s  o f 
y ears  F rom  such  cores, w e  k n o w , fo r  exam ple, th a t  th e re  
w ere  d ra m a tic a lly  lo w er leve ls  o f  ca rb o n  i o x i d e  in th e  
a tm o sp h e re  a t th e  p eak  o f  th e  la s t Ice A ge. 20.000 y ears  ago  
w h e n  th e  is lan d  o f M a n h a tta n  w a s  u n d e r  one  k ilo m e te r  o f 
ice By c o n tra s t , th e  ice a n d  tn o w  la id  d o w n  in  th e  1950s 
s h o w  leve ls  o f  c a rb o n  d io x id e , m e th a n e . C F C s. n itro u s  
o x ide , a n d  o th e r  g a te s  re sp o n s ib le  fo r th e  p e e n h o u s e  e f ­
fect h ig h e r  th a n  th e y  h a v e  b een  in  a t least 160.000 y ears  ( a t  
fa r  b a ck  a t  th e  ice c o r ts  m e a su re )  C FC s a re  receiv ing  
p a rtic u la r  a t te n t io n  b ecau se  th e y  cau se  no t o n ly  20 p e rcen t 
o f th e  p e e n h o u s e  e ffec t b u t v ir tu a lly  all o f th e  d e s tru c tio n  
o f  th e  o to n e  lay e r

S o m e th in g  e lse  i t  d iffe re n t a b o u t th e  ice lay e rs  from  th e  
1960s— th e y  Uei d iffe re n t to  th e  n a k ed  eye  because  o l 
th ic k , a lte rn a tin g  layers  o f " h o a r "  ice  a p p a re n t ly  caused  
b y  p a r tia l m e ltin g  an d  re c ry s ia l lu a tio n  in to  la rger p a n -  
u les  T h e  s c ie n tis ts  a re  a t  y e t c au tio u s ly  w ith h o ld in g  tu d g . 
m en! o n  w h e th e r  th is  is th e  c lear signal o l A n ta rc tic  w a rm ­
ing  th a t  m an y  h a v e  an tic ip a ted

W h e n  1 say  A n ta rc tica  is th e  fro n tie r  o f th e  ecological 
c ris is  I d o n 't  m e a n  o n ly  th a t  p o llu tio n  can  now  be  fo u n d  at 
th e  re m o te s t p o in t on  E arth  A n ta rc tic a  is a lso  th e  p lace



w h e re  b o th  o io n e  d e s tru c tio n  an d  g lo b a l w a rm in g  h av e  
th e ir  f irs t a n d  m ost d ram atic  im p ac ts . It U a lto  in c reasin g ly  
a p p a ren t th a t  A n ta rc tic a  p la y t a fa r m o re  s ig n ific a n t ro le  
th a n  a n y  o th e r  p a rt o f  th e  E a rth  in  th e  g lo b a l c lim a te  
ly i te m . For o n e  th in g , th e  co ld  w a te rs  s u r ro u n d in g  Ihe  
c o n tin e n t a b so rb  m o re  ca rb o n  d io x id e  fro m  th e  a tm o - 
sp h e re  th a n  a ll th e  ra in  fo res ts , and  c rea te  th e  n u tr ie n t- r ic h  
" b o tto m  w a te r "  fo r m o s t o f  th e  w o rld  ocean  o f  w h ich  
A n ta rc tic a  is th e  ep icen te r. A lso , a sid e  fro m  th e  s u n  an d  
th e  ro ta tio n  o f th e  E arth , A n ta rc tic a  is th e  s ing le  m o s t 
p o w e rfu l e n g in e  d riv in g  th e  w o rld 's  w e a th e r , re d is tr ib u te  
ing  its  m a ss iv e  co ld n ess  th ro u g h  th e  w in d s  o f th e  a ir a n d  
th e  c u rre n ts  o f  th e  sea. As g re e n h o u se  gases tra p  m o re  h e a t 
in  th e  E a rth 's  a tm o sp h e re  an d  te m p e ra tu re s  c lim b , th e y  a re  
ex p ec ted  to  c lim b  fa s te s t o f all h e re  in  A n ta rc tic a , becau se  
an y  m e ltin g  a t th e  e dge  o f th e  ice s h e lf  is a cco m p an ied  b y  a 
d ram a tic  ch an g e  in  th e  a lb e d o — re fle c tiv ity —o f  th e  s u r­
face exposed  lo  su n lig h t. T h e  in c reased  a b so rp tio n  o f  th e  
s u n ’s rays b y  th e  o cean  th e n  m a g n ifie s  th e  local w a rm in g  
tre n d , m e ltin g  m o re  ice a t th e  m a rg in  a n d  ab so rb in g  y e t 
m o re  ra d ia tio n  fro m  th e  sun

T
 HERE A R E th re e  p o te n tia l c a ta s tro p h e s  th a t  sc ien tis ts  
fear co u ld  e v en tu a lly  be cau sed  b y  th e  w a rm in g  o f 
A n ta rc tic a  F irst, a d ram atic  n s e  in  sea level T h is  w o u ld  

co m e  n o t fro m  th e  m e ltin g  o f  sea ice. w h ic h  is a lre a d y  
f lo a tin g  in  th e  o cean , b u t from  a ra p id  b re a k u p  o f th e  
m ass iv e  W est A n ta rc tic  ice sh e lf , w h ic h  s c ie n tis ts  believe  
co u ld  th e n  p lo p  in to  th e  o cean , ra is in g  th e  sea leve l 15 to  
20 fee t, w ip in g  o u t low  -ly in g  coasta l c ities  and  n a tio n s  like 
B an g lad e sh  B u t th is  is fu r th e r  o f f  th a n  m ost g re e n h o u se  
im p ac ts , p e rh a p s  200 years

S econd , s o m e th in g  th a t  som e sc ien tis ts  w o rry  cou ld  o c ­
cu r m u ch  so o n er is a change  in  th e  a b ility  of th e  A n ta rc tic  
seas  to  a b so rb  ca rb o n  d io x id e  as th e y  get w a rm er Partly  
b ecau se  it is so co ld , th e  so u th e rn  o cean  n o w  a b so rb s  
b e tw ee n  o n e - th ir d  and  o n e -h a lf  o f  all ca rb o n  d io x id e  
e m issio n s  fro m  in d u s tr ia l n a tio n s  S ince  carb o n  d io x id e  is 
by  fa r th e  m ost im p o r ta n t g re e n h o u se  gas w e m u s t c o n ­
cern  o u rse lv e s  n o t o n ly  w ith  th e  ra te  a t w h ic h  o u r  c iv ili­
z a tio n  p ro d u c e s  it b u t also  th e  ra te  a t w h ich  th e  E arth  
a b so rb s  it

T h e  E a rth  h a s  tw o  lu n g s— th e  fo res ts  a n d  th e  so u th e rn  
ocean  U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  w e are  d e s tro y in g  o u r fo res ts  a t th e  
ra te  o f o n e  fo o tb a ll fie ld  every  seco n d , an  a rea  th e  s u e  o f 
T ennessee e v e ry  y ear S ince th e  o c ean s  o f th e  w o rld  c o n ta in  
SO tim e s  a s  m u c h  ca rb o n  d io x id e  as th e  a tm o sp h e re , even  
sm all c h an g es  in  th e  te m p e ra tu re -s e n s it iv e  m ech an ism s  b y  
w h ic h  c a rb o n  d io x id e  is tra n s fe rre d  back  a n d  fo r th  b e tw e e n  
th e  oceans  a n d  th e  a ir can  h av e  p ro fo u n d  im p lica tio n s

T h ird , s c ie n tis ts  fe a r th a t tf th e ir  p re d ic tio n s  a re  co rrec t, 
a n d  te m p e ra te ;  es a t  th e  po les  in c rease  fa r m o re  rap id ly  
th a n  a t th e  e q u a to r , th e n  th e  v e ry  p a tte rn  o f  th e  w o rld  
w e a th e r  sy s te m  m ig h t change  T h is  is b ecau se  th e  d if f e r ­
en ce  b e tw e e n  te m p e ra tu re s  a t th e  e q u a to r  a n d  at th e  poles 
h a s  been  re la tiv e ly  c o n s ta n t fo r a long  tim e  As a re su lt,  th e

r e d is tr ib u tio n  o f  h e a t fro m  th e  e q u a to r  to  th e  po les an d  
co ld  fro m  th e  p o le s  to  th e  e q u a to r  h a t  b e en  a cc o m p lish ed  
th ro u g h  a n  e sse n tia lly  c o n s ta n t p a tte rn  o f  w in d  a n d  o cean

cu rre n ts . If te m p e ra tu re s  r i t e  d is p ro p o r tio n a te ly  tn  A n ta rc ­
tica , th e  e q u il ib r iu m  c o u ld  c h an g e , c re a tin g  n e w  p a tte rn s  
th a t  w o u ld  re d is tr ib u te  le ts  co ld  a n d  m o re  h e a t. S o m e th in g  
lik e  th is  o n ce  h a p p e n e d  o n  a sm all scale  in  G re e n la n d  T h e  
s o -c a lled  " l i t t le  ice  a g e"  b e g in n in g  500 y ea rs  ag o  a b ru p tly  
co v ered  th e  s o u th e rn  a n d  w e s te rn  a g r ic u ltu ra l a reas  th a t  
g av e  G re e n la n d  i ts  n a m e  w ith  th e  ice an d  tn o w  th a t  n o w  
m a k e  p e o p le  w o n d e r  w h e re  th e  n a m e  cam e  fro m

S im ilar th o u g h  la rg e r a n d  a n th ro p o g e n ic  g lo b a l w e a th ­

er c h a n g e s  n o w  th o u g h t to  b e  u n d e r  w a y  a re  ex p ec te d  to  
c au se  w id e sp re a d  d ro u g h ts  a n d  h e a t w av es  w ith in  o u r  
c h ild re n 's  life tim es . In d e e d , so m e  a rg u e  th e y  h a v e  a l ­
re a d y  b e g u n .

In sp ite  o f  th e s e  e n o rm o u s  s tak e s  an d  in  sp ile  o f  th e  
c en tra l ro le  p la y e d  b y  A n la rc t ic a .a n  in te rn a tio n a l s c ie n tif ­
ic c o n fe re n c e  in  T asm an ia  th is  fa ll c o n c lu d ed , " T h e re  It no  
e s ta b lis h e d  s tra te g y  c ith e r  fo r  e a r ly  d e te c tio n  o f  c lim a te  
c h a n g e  in  A n ta rc tic a  o r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  a n d  p re d ic tio n  o f 
th e  p ro b a b le  e f fe c t o f  c lim a te  w a n n in g  o n  a tm o s p h e r ic  an d  
o cean ic  c irc u la tio n , ic e -sh e e t v o lu m e , an d  te a  le v e l."

E v en  a t  th a t ,  th e  sc ie n tis ts  a r t  fu r th e r  a lo n g  th a n  th e  
p o litic ia n s . W h y  a re  w e  w a itin g  to  act?

P erh ap s  p a r t ly  b e ca u se  o f  th e  u n p re c e d e n te d  n a tu re  of 
th e  c risis. It i t  s im p ly  b e y o n d  o u r  e x p erien ce  a n d  o u ts id e  o f 
w h a t w e  call c o m m o n  sen se . So  w e  p u t  it in  th e  p lace  in ou r 
m in d s  w h e re  A n ta rc tic a  ex is ts  a n d  tag  it w ith  th e  sam e  
m e n ia l lab e ls— re m o te , a lie n , h o p e le ss ly  d is to r te d  b y  ihe  
m a p s  o f  th e  w o rld  w e  in h a b it ,  to o  h a rd  to  ge t to  a n d  too  
u n fo rg iv in g  fo r u s  to  s ta y  v e ry  lo n g

T h e  rea l q u e s tio n  is w h e th e r  th e  w o rld 's  p o litic a l sy s te m  
can  f in d  a n e w  e q u ilib r iu m  b e fo re  th e  w o rld 's  c lim a te  
sy s te m  lo ses  its  c u rre n t o n e  E ven  n o w , th e  w in d s  of 
c h a n g e  a re  a p p ro a c h in g  h u rr ic a n e  fo rce  It to o k  a m illio n  
y ea rs  fo r th e  p o p u la tio n  o f  th e  w o rld  to  re ach  tw o  b illio n  
N o w , in  th e  co u rse  o f  a s in g le  h u m a n  life tim e— m ine— it is 
ro c k e tin g  to w a rd  te n  b illio n  (a n d  is a lre ad y  h a lfw a y  th e re )  
S ta r t lin g  g ra p h s  s h o w in g  th e  loss o f fo res t la n d , to p so il.  
s tra to sp h e ric  o to n e .  a n d  spec ies  a ll fo llo w  th e  sam e  p a tte rn  
o f  s u d d e n , u n p re c e d e n te d  a cc e le ra tio n  in  th e  la tte r  h a lf  of 
th e  2 0 th  c e n tu ry . A n d  y e t. so  far, th e  p a tte rn  o f  o u r  p o litic s  
re m a in s  re m a rk a b ly  u n c h an g e d .

W h e n  i t  d o e s  co m e , th e  c h an g e  w ill in v o lv e  a n e w  se t of 
g lo b a l g o a ls , a n d  a n ew  w ay  o f th in k in g  a b o u t o u rse lv es  
o u r  c h ild re n , a n d  o u r  w h o le  w o rld — e v e n  A n ta rc tic a

AlGore
A l G o re  is U  S s en a to r  fro m  T ennessee
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/  In the Nation

TOM WICKER

T i m e  f o r  A c t i o n
D eaplie a trong  en v iro n m en ta l 

w a m tn g i »mi In tense  In te rna tiona l 
p r t u u m ,  the  B ush A d m tn litn i to n  
h« i con tinued  u> adv o ca te  m o n  re ­
s e a rc h  r t t h e r  th e n  Im m ed ia te  action  
to  co u n te r such  th re a ts  a s  o to n c  de­
p letion  end  global w arm ing . Tw o new  
d e v e lo p m en u  p u t th is  bu tlnesa-aa- 
u su a l ap p ro a ch  tn tc a r y  p e rap ec tlv e :

•  A U nited N ations acientlflc  panel 
re p o n e d  th a t new  d a u  had  d lsd o ee d  
s ig n ific an t an d  p rev to u ily  undiscov- 
e re d  depletion  of th e  o ione  la y e r  o v e r 
th e  U ntied S u ie i  and  E urope  m  ru m ­
m e r, w hen th e  a u n 't  u ltrav io le t ray a  
poae the  g r e a te i l  h a u r d ;  th e re fo re , 
th e  Incidence of akin c a n c e n  an d  the  
d a m a g e  to crop* will be  m uch  g re a t­
e r  th a n  p rev iously  p red ic ted .

•  R ich ard  U n d  te n  of th e  M a tta -  
c h u te i t i  In s titu te  of Technology, a 
re sp ec te d  scien tific  c r itic  o f global 
w a rm in g  th eo ries , told a g ro u p  of 
sc ie n tis ts  in W ashington th a t  he  had  
"w ith d ra w n "  th e  com plex  hypo thesis  
th a t w as  a n  im p o ru n t  e lem en t of h is  
skep tic ism .

Dr. L ln d sen 's  v iew s e a r n e d  c o n sid ­
e ra b le  w eight tn th e  political co n tro ­
v e rsy  abou t g lobal w arm in g , hav ing  
been  c u ed  freq u e n tly  by th e  Bush 
W hite H ouse in su p p o n  of l u  go-slow 
policy. S en a to r A lb e rt C ore  o f T en­
n essee . who convened  the  scien tific  
g roup , sa id  th a t w hile Dr. L m dsen 
re m a in e d  sk ep tica l on g e n era l 
g rounds, he  h ad  abandoned  th e  s p e ­
cific  th e o ry  he  p rev io u sly  advanced .

Both the  om inous new o io n e  d a u  
an d  D r. D n d se n 's  changed  position  
aeem  to  Justify  a  h e igh tened  u rg en cy  
In respond ing  to  th re a te n in g  a tm o s­
ph eric  d ev e lo p m en u . D r. R obert 
W atson, a  NASA sc ien tis t who w as  co- 
c h a irm a n  of ih e  U.N. panel, te rm e d  
th e  new  findings o f o ione  lo ss  " e x ­
tre m e ly  s e r io u s "

In W ashington, S en a to r C o re  said  
h e  w ouk  re -in troduce  a reso lu tion  to  
a c c e le ra  » Ihe sch ed u le  fo r p h asin g  
ou t c h k  o fluo rocarbons, o r  C F C s . 
the  m an -m ad e  ch em ica l m ost d a m ­
ag in g  to  the  o io n e  lay e r. W tllu m  K. 
R eilly, h ead  of th e  E n v iro n m e n u l 
P ro tec tio n  A gency, conceded th a t  the  
o io n e  p ro b lem  h ad  been show n to be 
" m o re  w  o u t  th a n  we b e liev ed "  and  
added . " "  *  w orld co m m u n ity  needs 
to  reco w  u e r  th e  c o u rse  th a t  I t 's  on  "

In the  p a s t, th e  W hite House l u s  not 
sg re e d  John  Sununu, th e  ch ie f of 
s t i f f ,  h a s  opposed What he co n sid e rs  
p r r m a iu n r  a n io n  a g a in st global 
w a rm in g , he and  P res id en t B ush a r ­
gue th a t e lim in a tin g  C F C s  l l  su ffi­
cient for now M r. Ratlly said  th e  U S 
w as  a h ea d  of th e  achadule  by  which

th e  in d u s tria l na tions h av e  a g re ed  to ' 
e lim in a te  C FC 's by  th e  y e a r  2000.

But a  U.N env iro n m en t off K U l. Dr. 
M o au fa  K. Tolba, sa id  " th e  m ain  
e m p h asis  should be on carb o n  d io x ­
id e ,"  th e  p r im a ry  c au se  of global 
w a rm  m g  A tm ospheric  c o n c e n tra ­
tions of c a rb o n  d ioxide h iv e  in ­
c re a se d  b y  23 p e rc en t in ih e  la st 
c en tu ry , and  a re  In c reasin g  by  abou t 
I d  p e rc en t a  y e a r .

P res id e n t Bush h a s  been  re lu c ta n t 
to  fo rce  c u ts  tn ca rb o n  d ioxide e m is ­
s ions — o p p o s in g  fo r e x am p le , a n  
In c rease  fro m  I 7 J  to  i t i  m iles p e r

N e w  fears about 

global w a r m i n g .

g tllo n  in su to m o b lle  fuel e ff ic ie n c y , ' 
in d  m o re  su p p o n  fo r m is s  tra n s i t . ’ 
bo th  u rg e d  by a  N ational A cadem y  of 
Sciences re p o n  on global w arm ing . . 
N or h a s  the  A d m in is tra tio n  pushed  
dev elopm en t of a l te rn a tiv e  en erg y  
sou rces , a s  the  a c a d e m y  u rg ed  '  

The new  d a ta  m ad e  public a t  the  
U.N d e m o n s tra te  th a t  C F C s . by  d r - ' 
s tray in g  p a n s  o f the o io n e  lay e r, 
h a v e  a alight cooling effect, since  th e ’ 
la y e r  h e lps k eep  te m p e ra tu re s  s tab le  
T hus if C F C s  a re  e lim in a ted , a s  pro- - 
J e tted , th e  global w a rm in g  tre n d  — 
p n m a n ly  th e  p ro d u c t of c a rb o n  d iox ­
ide m th e  a tm o sp h ere  — would be 
s tren g th en ed . T h a t a p p e a rs  to  u n d e r - . 
cu t the  P re s id e n t 's  re s ts u n c e  to  re-, 
ducing  c a r to n  d ioxide em istto n a .

T he d a n g e r  to  h u m a n s  m d is a p - ' 
p e a  ring  o to n e  Is not in such  d isp u te ; 
foi e a c h  1 p e rcen t of dep le tion , ■ I 
p e rc en t in c re a se  in th e  inc idence  of - 
f a u l  skin c a n c e rs  (m e lan o m a ) a n d  a* 
1 p e rcen t n i t  tn n o n fa ta l sk in  c a n ­
c e r s  a re  p ro jec ted . About * to  3 per- • 
cen t of a tm o sp h eric  o io n e  h a i  b een  
lost since m e a su re m e n t b e g an  in 
I tT I . w hich m ea n s  a  t o u l  of p e rh a p s  
10 p erc en t since abou t th e  end  ot% 
W orld W ar II D r. W atson sa id  th e  
U.N p an el expec t ad a fu r th e r  )  p e r ­
cen t lo ts  by  the end  of th e  cen tu ry  

The la s t p rev ious p red ic tio n ! — 12 
m illion o to n e -re la itd  sk in  c a n c e rs  re ­
sulting  in 200.000 d e a th s  In th e  nex t 
h a lf-cen tu ry  — th u s  have  been  show n 
by the  new  d a u  to  b e  d ra s tic a lly  
u n d e n u tc d  And ih e  o io n e  c r is is  i t  
h e re  an d  now  — a t  d o t e  a t h a n d  aa'. 
y ou r nex t t r ip  to  the  beach , o r b a re  
b eaded  w alk  tn th a  tu n  □
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A ll  M e m b e r s
H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Cl it f D a v id s o n ,  C h a i r n W ^  
H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

DATE: A p ril 9, 1992

SUBJECT: H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  l e g i s l a t io n

E n c l o s e d  is a h o u s e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to the U n i t e d  
N a t i o n s  C o n f e r e n c e  on  E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  in R io  de  
J a n e i r o  th i s  J u n e .  I h ave  been r e q u e s t e d  to i n t r o d u c e  th i s  l e g i s l a t io n  
on  b e h a l f  o f  v a r io u s  m e m b e r s  o f  the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a tu r e .

T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  r e c o g n i z e s  the  g o a l s  a n d  o b je c t i v e s  o f  the U n i te d  
N a t i o n s  C o n f e r e n c e  on  E n v i r o n m e n t  and  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  u rg e s  the 
a t t e n d a n c e  o f  P r e s i d e n t  B u s h  a n d  the  a c t i v e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  the 
U n i t e s  S t a t e s  in c r a f t i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o t o c o l s  r e g a r d i n g  g l o b a l  
c i i m a t e  c h a n g e .  M a n y  oti ie r  s ta tes  h a v e  p a s s e d  s i m i l a r  r e s o l u t i o n s  to 
e n c o u r a g e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n v o l v e m e n t  in th is  i m p o r t a n t  c o n f e r e n c e .

I w i l l  i n t r o d u c e  thi s  r e s o lu t io n  F r id a y .  M a r c h  10. P le a s e  feel  
t r ee  to  c o n t a c t  m y  o f f ice  at 4 6 : v 2 4 8 7  if  you  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s .

T h a n k  y o u .
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6«4f-—  :Following please find a press release written by the Center just after the majority of stato Introductions took place. Since this release was written/ the Berkeley City Council, the Oklahoma Senate, and the Massachusetts House of Representatives have adopted the resolution. !
In most of the other eighteen states, the resolution* are being prepared for, or are sitting in committee. They have, however, gained significant support in many of these states which have not yet voted to adopt. •

I
I•Wisconsin's Joint Resolution 136 has the support of 27 representatives and 5 Senators
I

•Washington's Joint Memorial 4043 Is co-sponsored by 11 representatives 
•South Carolina's resolution, H.4613 has 19 co-sponsors

I•New York's resolution has 47 co-sponsors
a

There are other specific resolution numbers which could be stated, but this gives a general idea of the support which this resolution Is gathering throughout the nation.
•We hope thac Alaska will join with the twenty states working to make the UNCED a meaningful conference. Please let me know 1/1 can be of any other assistance to you. I would also like to stay Informed of your progress with the resolution If possible.

Anna Daneggcr

1175 Ccnmaevi Aw, NW. Salta 710
WtsMftjtOfl. DC MOW
(2«) H7-W0 • FAX (M2) 945-25)9
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March 25,1992

Contact ̂Jeffrey Tryons 
or Anna Danegger 

202/ 387*6030NEWS
State and Local Legislators Challenge Bush Environfoental Posture

iOver 150 state legislators from 20 states are co-sponsoring resolutions along with the 
Berkeley City Council urging the Bush Administration to reverse its weak international 
environmental position. The resolution asks that at the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development (UNCED) convening in Rio de Janeiro in June of this 
year, the U.S. "reestablish its role as a leader In managing the planet's resources for 
present and future generations."

i"This resolution is significant because states and local governments play an increasingly important role in formulating environmental policy. The federal 
government should be listening to what the citizens have to say," said Jeff Tryens, deputy director of the Center for Policy Alternatives and coordinator of the Initiative.

t

The states considering the UNCED resolution represent every section of the country and make up a very high percentage of those states still in session. States participating in the introduction at present are;
CALIFORNIA, CONNECTICUT, DELAWARE, FLORIDA GEORGIA, HAWAII, 
ILLINOIS, IOWA MASSACHUSETTS. MICHIGAN, MINNESOTA MISSOURI. NEW HAMPSHIRE, NEW YORK, OHIO, OKLAHOMA PENNSYLVANIA, SOUTH CAROLINA WASHINGTON, WISCONSIN.
The resolutions are being Introduced to send a strong message to the U.S. delegation to UNCED at the final preparatory meeting (PrepCom 4) and prior to the start of the 
June conference'. The resolution targets specific goals for reduction of CO* emissions.

!"I am proud to join in and endorse the gatls of the Earth Summit," said Rop. Charles JF.JRaheny, Speaker of the Massachusetts House of Representatives. 'Nothing could be more Important globally than protecting and nurturing the resources of the planet for Tutu ro generations." i
i

t!73 ConrtKticvt Aw. NW. SiM no
WKM0M.DC2OOM (T02) 317-6030 • FAX (207) 966-2*3*
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UNCED Resolution, page 2

j
T h e  s p o n s o r in g  la w m a k e rs  re c o g n iz e  th e  Im p o rta n c e  o f U N C E D  a s  a n  u n p re c e d e n te d  
g a th e r in g  of lo a d e r s  a n d  c itiz e n s  from  a ro u n d  th e  g lo b e , o n e  w hich  m u s t h a v e  m o re  
th a n  m e re  sy m b o lic  m ean in g . ;

i
"W e n e e d  co -o p e ra tio n  b e tw e e n  all le v e ls  o f  g o v e rn m e n t in p ro m o tin g  th e  g o a ls  of 
U N C E D  a n d  ac k n o w led g in g  th a t  en v iro n m e n ta l p ro tec tio n  n e e d  n o t b e  p itte d  a g a in s t  
e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t/  s a id  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  T o m  S o e ry , a u th o r  o f W isc o n s in ’s  J o in t 
A sse m b ly  R eso lu tio n  # 1 3 6 . "W e b e liev e  Ih e  tw o  m ay  s u c c e s s fu lly  c o - e x is t"

i

In ack n o w led g in g  th e  im p o rta n c e  of th o  o o n fe ro n o o  in ro d u d n g  th e  th r e a t  o f g lobal 
d im a te  c h a n g e ,  th e  leg is la to rs  re so lv e  th a t th e y  "call u p o n  th e  P re s id e n t  o f  th e  U nited  
S ta t e s  to  Join h is  c o u n te rp a r ts  a t  th e  E a rth  S u m m it, a n d  to  In stru c t U .S . n e g o tia to rs  to  
w o rk  w ith  o th e r  n a tio n a l d e le g a tio n s  In c ra ftin g  a n  in te rn a tio n a l p ro toco l o n  g lo b al 
d lm a te  c h a n g e ."  . j

A tta c h e d  is  th e  d ra ft re so lu tio n  a i d  th e  list o f  leg is la tiv e  le a d e r s  fo r th e  re so lu tio n .

# # #

The Center for Policy Alternatives is a non-profit, non-partisan organization promoting 
progressive leadership and policies In the states.

aojncdprss



Stott Legislative Leaders for Resolution Urging U.S. Action et UNCED

CALIFORNIA-Asm  mbtyman Tom Hayden. (916) 445-1676 
CONNECT!CUT-Repr9MrtaUvo Elizaboth Brown, (203) 240-6585 
DELAWARE-Sonator Myma Bair, (302) 5773217 
FLORID A-Senator Jack Gordon, (904) 487-5112 
GEOROlA-ReprosentaUve Douo Toper, (404) 6564)329 
MAWAJI-Sonator Andrew Levin, (800) 555-8700 
ILLINOIS-Representatlve Bob Carrie, (312) 643-5237 
lOWA-Senator Jamoe Reardon, (515) 281-3371 
MASSACHUSETTS-Spoakar cranes Flaherty, (817) 722-2500
MICHIGAN-Senator Lana POUX*, (517) 373-7813 \i
MINNESOTA- Representative Wilard Munger, (612) 296-4282 j

I
MJSSOURt-Representatlve Karen McCarthy, (314) 751-2420 
NEW HAMPSHWfi-Senaor Susan McLane, (603) 271-3096 
NEW YORK-Aasemttyman Maurice Hinchey, (518) 455-1436 
OHIO-RepreeentatiYO Jane Campbell, (614) 466-6441 
OKLAHOMA-Senator Enoch KeBy Haney, (405) 524-0126 
PENNSYLVANIA-Reprwentathro Nan Ittn, (717) 707-1309

I

SOUTH CAROL! NA-Repreaentatto Sarah Manly. (803) 734-2990 i
WASHWGTON-Reprosentattve Dick Netson, (206) 786-7626

e

WSCONSlN-RepfDaontatwe Tom Saery, (608) 267-7990
3/25/92 lU M d p rt

1175 Conwcticut Aw., NW. Suite 710
WtoWnoton.OC 20009
(202) 367-5030 • FAX (2C2) 9M-2539
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Ia the U.SL, die Sate Department'* Office of Oceuu and Uittrcuuiotial 
Environmental rtc Scientific Affair* hu taken the lead raeponaibility in 
prvpirnrion* for UNCED. The bead of die U.S. delegation u Buff 
Bohlcn, Assistant Secretary of State. Assisting Secretary FWile/i in 
preparing for tbe Earth Summit ia die newly created US. U N C E D  
Coordination Center, which U directed by Ambassador Robert Ryan.

Secretary Bolden was formerly a Senior Vice-President with the World 
Wildlife Pund-US. He hat also served as Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
the Interior foe Ptlh and Wildlife*and Parks and also as a member of the 
Poreign Service. Bolden’s orperimce in international environmental 
negotiation* include* tbe Convention on Interniuooal Trade in Endan­
gered Species (CITES); UiTUdxSJl. Convention on the Protection of 
Migratory Bird* and Their Environment; and the Circumpolar Agree­
ment on die Conservation of Polar Bean.'

Ambassador Ryan i* a career member of tbe Senior Foreign Service. He 
ha* served a* the US. Ambassador to Mali, Principal Depur/ Assistant 
Secretary of State for Consular Affairs, and as Coordinator of Ovc •as 
Management, Bureau of Finance, Management Policy.

Pom am reach Secretary Dohlen at the following addrtii:
£  U. Curtis (Buff) Bohlen 
Assistant Secretary o f State
Oceans and International Emnronmenul & Scientific Affairs
Department o f State
2201C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20120
TcL (202)647-1114

To reach Ambassador Ryan or anyone else on Jse center's staff, contact:
US UNCED - Department of Stact
722Jackson Place, NW
■Washington, DC 20103
TeL- (202) 391-3110
Pax: (202) 391-3744

Tbe agencies that have primary Technical responsibility for U N C E D  arc 
Tbe Council for Environmental Quality (CEQ), which is coordinating 
die preparation of the nariooil report while the Enrironmcntal Protec­
tion Agency (EPA) has been asked to play the leading role in providing 
background research in such area* as corics, climate change, forests, 
technology transfer, environmental education, and oceans. In addition to 
CEQ and EPA, the Agency for Intcmati<vul Development (AID), tbe 
Department of Energy (DOE), and the National Oceanic and Atmo­
spheric Administration (NOAA) also have U N C E D  coordinators. 
Points of contact have been desiguatcd in 27 other federal agencies. 
Interagency coordination is facilintcd by the U N C E D  Working Group 
of the Policy Coordinating Committee of the National Security Council.



A P R - 0 - 9 2  WED

Students hold model Earth Summit
Environmental Stud* 

les students at the Uni­
versity of Vermont will 
participate In a mock 
Earth Summit on April 
24 and 25. Different re­
gions of the world will 
present wotklng papers 
highlighting key envl- 
ronmcntal and develop­
ment Isaues, and then 
attempt to negotiate with 
each other to come up 
with Innovative solu­
tions.

The Summit Is being organized for the “ Inter­
national Environmental 
Studlcs".clnss, required 
for all In the Environ­
mental Studies Program. 
The Summit will help to 
educate students on the 
Issues, the cultural dif­
ferences, end other fac­
tors that make Interna­
tional negotiations and 
environmental problem 
solving so complex a 
process.

Students elsewhere 
may want to folloiy.thls 
model, and encourage 
the development of this 
kind of exercise on their 
own campuses. Por 
more Information, con­
tact:. Larry Nussbaum, 
SEAC (Student Environ­
mental Action Coal!- 
tlonl-UVM . 802-656- 4484.

.forest ecosystem In the U.S. Pacific North- 
. west, the U-S. government's UNCED posl- 
. tlor) has bjsgun to Incorpp/aic protection of 
forest ecosystems as a principle. Now the 
government must be urged to (ncoiporate 
into their forest position full participation 
of communities In decision making. Is this 
change a Signal for other resource Issues?

I 3 >86

continued from firs t page

UNQeD Resolutions paxw In 
Houjic and In Senate Committee

The House of Representatives passed a 
scns^of-Congxess resolution supporting 
p<5Jradrff?no?ni srs wrens. at u n c e d  on

: T\jesday, March 17, on a voice votcTTfic 
_—  „  resolution calls I  x  the 'personal partfcTjjiT

Please continue to write letters to your . tlorT^ofTKmcgrJgmsruNCEP. Wtmego-
Hatton orintemitlonarapreemenU which 
wlirrcduce we threat’of dlmate change,

2 MARCH V Z

congressional representatives, senators, and 
the President, and let them know what you 
want them to support In Rio. Below are 
listed the congressional representatives and 
senators on the U.S. delegation to UNCED.
If you find your representative or senator national compliance wllh environmental 
on this list, your letters will go a long way, agreements In torce, and a number o t  other
- - « J   j   /»

support for enc-gy efficiency and renew­
able cneray programs, support t o r  new In­
stitutional arrangements to monitor Inter-

so be sure to send themfl
Congressional members of the a s .  Delegation to UNCED
Senators:

Al Gore, jr., Chairperson (D-TN) 
Max S. Baucus (D-MT)
John Chafee (R-Rl)
Alan J. Dixon (D-IL)
Robert J . Dole (R-KS)
Pete V. Domcnici (R-NM)
Jake Garn (R-UT)
Bob Graham (D-PL)
Mitch McConnell (R-KY)
George J. Mitchell (D-ME)
Steve Symms (R-VVY)
Malcom Wallop (R-MT)
Paul p . Wells tone (D-MN) 
Timothy Wlrth (D-CO) 

Representatives:
William S. Broomfield (R-MI) 
Dante N. Fasccll (D-FL) *John Porter (R-IL)
Stephen J. Solarz (D-NY)

• Robert G. Tbrrlcelll (D-NJ)
Addresses:

Your Congresspason 
U.S. House o f  Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515

i
Ybur Senator 
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510
President oush 
The ’White Hr»use 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue * Washington, DC 20500

fsjrcsolutlo i  originated In The House
provisions.

re so lu tion  o rle  
Foreign A /fa irs C o m m ltlc e . which"!
H. p o n . Res. 292. the Fasccll-Tbrrlcelll-Yatron 
resolution, at a markup oh Wednesday, 
M^rch I I .  After a week long postponement

• duflng which Committee staff met with the 
Glpbal Climate Coalition, an Industry group 
that opposes any U.S. commitment to con­
trol greenhouse gas emissions, Chairman 
Fasccll (D-PL) stated that this Is a resolution 
that everyone can agree to, Including In­
dustry. Tbe marked-up version reads that 
the U.S. “ should negotiate International 
agreements that reduce the threat of global 
climate change and biodiversity loss.”

’ On the Senate side. Sen. John Kerry's (D- 
MA) 'sense-of-Congicss' resolution con­
cerning UNCED (S. Con. Res. 89) was agreed 
to by the Foreign Relations Committee 
Wednesday. March 4. The date on which

• the Senate UNCED resolution will be brought
S the floor for a vote Is stffl uncertain. It Is 

so likely to pass.
For more Information, contact John Till- 

thadge, Environmental and Energy Study 
institute, 202-628-1400: e-mall: eesl®lgc.org

r i  o m . v  lo i u i .M
• G rassroots a rc  hea rd

On March 5-7, the Highlander Cento 
and the .Peoples’ Alliance for the Eartl 
Summit (formerly the Ad Hoc Commtnee 

'•"fumed the Orossroots Peoples' Forum Ii 
New York City.

The purpose of this three day conference 
was to bring grassroots activists from acros

a r t Y )  S v m t v M  T i w x o
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I N  O U R  H A N D S

EA RTH  S U M M IT  '9 2

A REFERENCE BOOKLET ABOUT THE 
UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON ENV IRONMENT 

AND DEVELOPMENT

Venue of the Conference: Rio de Janeiro. Brazil 
Dates: 1 June to 12 June 1992

United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 
160. route de Florissant 

1231 Conches 
Geneva (Switzerland)

Telephone: 41-22*789-1676 
Fa*: 41-22-789-3556



« The Earth Summit must establish a whole new basis fo r  relations 
between rich  and poor, North and South, including a concerted 

attack on poverty as a central p rio rity  f o r  the 2 1st Century.
T h is i s  now as imperative in terms o f  our environmental security 
as it i s  on m oral and humanitarian grounds. We owe at least th is 

much to future generations, from  whom we have borrowed a 
fragile planet called E a rth .»

MAURICE F. STRO N G  
Secretary-General 

United Nations Conference on Environment and Development



THE EARTH SUMMIT: 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

What is the purpose of the Earth Summit?

The United Nations is organizing the 
Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED) to fashion 
integrated strategies that would prevent 
further degradation of the global 
environment and foster sustainable 
development. These strategies would be 
designed to help re-shape the world’s 
economy and re-vitalize development on an 
environmentally sound and sustainable basis. 
The E?rth Summit is therefore about 
environment .and development. The main 
task of the Rio Conference of 1992 will be 
to move environment and development 
issues into the center of economic policy 
and decision-making.

Why the Earth Summit now?

The United Nations Conference on the 
Human Environment, which was held in 
Stockholm in June 1972, put the 
environment issue on the international 
agenda. But despite significant progress on 
many fronts in dealing with environmental 
issues since then, it became evident that 
overall, the condition of the earth’s 
environment was deteriorating and global 
risks becoming more acute. Accordingly, the 
UN General Assembly in 1983 established 
the World Commission on Environment and 
Development to examine the state of the 
environment and development in the 

"perspective of the year 2000 and beyond. 
The report of the World Commission, Our 
Common Future, made it clear that the

human future is indeed at risk if we 
continue the current unsustainable modes of 
economic growth and development, and if 
these are replicated in developing countries. 
It made the case that a transition to 
sustainable development in both 
industrialized and developing countries is 
the only viable pathway to a secure and 
sustainable future for the human 
community.

The recommendations of the World 
Commission-which was chaired by Prime 
Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland of 
Norway-led to a decision by the General 
Assembly in December 1989 to hold a 
Conference on Environment and 
Development in Brazil in June 1992, 
coinciding with the 20th anniversary of the 
Stockholm Conference. Its purpose is to 
have the nations of the world, represented 
by their heads of state or government, take 
the decisions required to effect the 
transition to environmentally sound and 
sustainable development called for by the 
Brundtland Commission.

Who will attend the Earth Summit?

All member-states of the United Nations 
will be invited to the Rio Conference, 
represented-it is expected-by their heads- 
of-state-or-government. In addition, a large 
media corps, thousands of representatives of 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 
and other groups from the independent 
sectors are expected to be present in Rio de 
Janeiro during the Earth Summit.

WTiat, specifically, will the Rio Conference 
do?

Based on recommendations of its 
Preparatory Committee, the Earth Summit



is expected to act on the following principal 
matters:

■ An Earth Charter or Declaration of basic 
principles for the conduct of nations and 
peoples in respect of environment and 
development to ensure the future viability 
and integrity of the Earth as a hospitable 
home for human and other forms of life;

■An agenda for action, called Agenda 21, 
establishing the agreed work program of the 
international community for the period 
beyond 1992 and into the 21st century in 
respect of the issues to be addressed by the 
Conference with priorities, targets, cost 
estimates, modalities and assignment of 
responsibilities.

Participants at the 1992 Rio Conference are 
expected to deal with the means to 
implement this agenda through:

■New and additional financial resources; 
■Transfer of technology;
■Strengthening of institutional capacities 
and processes.

In addition, there is expectation that the Rio 
Conference will produce agreements on 
specific legal measures, such as conventions 
for the protection of the atmosphere, 
biological diversity and possibly on forests. 
These are to be negotiated prior to the 
Conference and signed or agreed to at the 
Earth Summit.

Within this agenda, governments will be 
called upon to act upon a series of concrete 
measures which would literally change the 

.basis of our economic life, our relations with 
each other and our prospects for the future. 
These will provide the basis for a new set of 
priorities for the world community,

■ Revitalization of the economies of the 
developing countries;
■ Reversing the outflow of resources from 
developing countries and ensuring their 
access to the new and additional resources 
and technologies they will require to 
incorporate the environmental dimension 
into their own development and participate 
fully in international environmental 
cooperation;
■ Eradication of poverty, the principal 
sjurce of the environmental problems of 
developing countries and a major threat to 
the achievement of global environmental 
security;
■ Reve-sal of the destruction of renewable 
resources, soil, forests, biological and 
genetic resources;
■Ensuring availability of energy supplies, 
particularly to developing countries under 
conditions that will safe-guard the 
environment and contain risks of climate 
change;
■ Ensuring availability and protection of 
water supplies;
■ Ensuring food security;
■ Ensuring equitable access to and use of 
the global commons by all nations under 
conditions that- will provide for their 
protection;
■Changing the system of incentives and 

' penalties which motivate economic behavior 
to ensure that they provide strong incentives 
to sustainability and changes in national 
accounts to reflect the real values of the 
environment and resources;
■Transition to patterns of production and 
consumption in the industrialized countries 
which will drastically reduce their 
disproportionate contribution to 
deterioration of the earth’s environment and 
related global environmental risks.

including:



I H E  SU M M IT :  
AN OVERVIEW

No individual or country can remain 
immune to the environmental consequences 
of economic development or the human 
consequences of lack of development. That 
is why the integration of economic 
development and environmental protection 
demands continuing attention and action on 
the part of the world community.

Much of the deterioration in the global 
environment is caused by patterns of 
production and consumption, especially in 
the industrialized countries. In many 
developingnations-which altogether contain 
almost 80 percent of the global population 
of 5.4 billion-poverty, population growth, 
and environmental damage are closely 
related. Protection of the local as well as 
global environment must be integral to the 
development process everywhere in an 
increasingly interdependent world.

To this end, the United Nations will host a 
Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, in June 1992, on the 20th anniversary 
of the United Nations Conference on the 
Human Environment, which was held in 
Stockholm in June 1972. The Rio 
Conference-widely known as the Earth 
Summit-wili be the first global gathering of 
heads-of-state-and-government on the 
environment and development. It will also 
be largest meeting of world leaders, non­
governmental organizations, business 
executives, educators, students, and 

-grassroots workers.

The United Nations General Assembly

decided to hold the Rio Conference, and 
established its mandate and the basis for its 
preparatory work in Resolution GA 44/228 
of 22 December 1989. This resolution, and 
the decisions of the Preparatory Committee 
set up by the General Assembly to oversee 
preparations for the Conference, provide the 
basis on which the preparatory work is 
proceeding. The success of the Earth 
Summit will depend on this work. The 
Preparatory Committee, consisting of all 
members of the General Assembly, is 
headed by Ambassador Tommy T. B. Koh 
of Singapore, together with a Bureau of 39 
members. Much of its work is conducted 
through three Working Groups.

UNCED is a unique attempt on the part of 
nations to find a common basis for action to 
secure for all its inhabitants a more secure, 
sustainable and equitable future, and to 
protect the future of Planet Earth. The 
Earth Summit of 1992 will aim to put 
environment at the center of economic 
decision-making in government, industry, 
and the home.

The General Assembly made it clear that 
the linkages between development and 
environment must be tackled through a 
fresh international consensus on global 
issues-and in particular the re-vitalization 
of development in developing countries on 
an environmentally sound and sustainable 
basis. The specific issues to be addressed 
include protection of the atmosphere; 
protection and management of land
resources; conservation of biological
diversity; promotion of environmentally- 
sound use of bio-technology; protection of 
the oceans, seas and coastal areas, and of 
the quality and supply of freshwater 
resources; and environmentally-sound
management of toxic chemicals.



Of particular importance will be agreement 
on the means of ensuring that developing 
countries will have access to the new and 
additional financial resources and 
technologies that they will require to 
integrate environment into their 
development, and to participate fully in 
international environmental cooperation.

In establishing UNCED, the United Nations 
has also underscored a number of other 
critical issues that the world community 
needs to address more fully: the importance 
of access to, and transfer of, 
environmentally-sound technology for 
developing countries; a concerted attack on 
poverty; economic instruments and 
institutional arrangements; and development 
patterns particularly in energy, agriculture, 
forestry, and manufacturing. The elimination 
of wasteful consumption practices and 
inefficiencies in energy usage could do much 
to preserve natural and financial resources 
that could be released for more rapid 
development.

The preparations for UNCED have been 
designed to enhance popular understanding 
of environmental and economic linkages. 
Questions concerning demographic 
pressures, consumption and production 
patterns and lifestyles, and sustainable use 
of natural resources-includingenergy-have 
formed part of the extensive cross-sectoral 
studies undertaken for the Rio Conference.

Although the decisions at the Rio 
Conference will be taken by leaders of 
Governments, they will be based on the 
contributions and participation of a broad 
cross-section of nongovernmental 

‘organizations representing ul major sectors 
and constituencies of society. At the base of 
the Earth Summit, therefore, will be the

people, and their organizations on which its 
implementation will ultimately depend.

Most of the financial needs of the 
developing countries will be met by them 
through re-deployment and more effective 
use of their own resources. But they will 
also need to have access to substantially 
increased external resources over time 
through increased private investment, 
improved terms of trade, and debt relief—as 
well as concessional assistance. The current 
net outflow of resources from the poor to 
the rich nations must be reversed, and new 
and additional financial support provided to 
revitalize the developing country economies 
on an environmentally-sustainable basis. The 
industrialized countries must be the main 
source of these resources. Meeting these 
needs will also present economic 
opportunities for the industrial nations. 
Some of the most essential and most cost- 
effective investments in environmental 
protection and sustainable development will 
be in developing countries. Addressing the 
total environmental and development needs 
of the most impoverished countries will 
involve huge sums. But the costs of ignoring 
the deterioration of finite natural resources 
and the environment would be even higher.

In addition to the important contributions 
being made by organizations in consultative 
status with the UN Economic and Social 
Council, a number of organizations have 
been specially created to contribute to the 
Earth Summit and preparations for it. These 
include the International Facilitating 
Committee (IFC), ECOFUND ’92, and the 
Business Council for Sustainable 
Development (BCSD).

What is emerging through these intensive 
preparations is an up-to-date body of work



about the central relationship between the 
environment and today’s global economy- 
and how that relationship can be 
strengthened and integrated into economic 
policy and decision-making in every sector 
of society.

The comprehensive preparations for the Rio

Conference are designed to provide the 
basis for the establishment among the 
nations and peoples of North, South, East 
and West, a new global partnership based 
on mutual needs, common interests, and 
shared responsibilities to ensure our 
common future.

I N  O U R  H A N D S  ~
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