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R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  C l i f f  D a v id s o n  
C h a irm a n , R e s o u rc e  C o m m itte e  
MS3100

RE: HJR 3 9 ; R e g a rd in g  a Bowhead W ha le  A l l o c a t i o n  f o r
th e  C om m un ity  o f  D iom ede.

G re e t in g s  C l i f f :

P le a s e  a c c e p t  t h i s  r e q u e s t  t o  c a le n d a r  HJR 39 b e fo r e  
th e  House R e s o u rc e  C o m m itte e  as t im e  p e r m i t s .

HJR 39 i s  an a t te m p t  t o  a s s i s t  th e  c o m m u n ity  o f  D iom ede 
i n  o b t a in in g  an  a l l o c a t i o n  fro m  th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
W h a lin g  C o m m iss io n  (IWC) f o r  a bow head w h a le .  A l l  
w h a le s  a l l o c a t e d  t o  A la s k a n  c o m m u n it ie s  a re  c h a n n e le d  
th ro u g h  t h e  A la s k a  E sk im o  W h a lin g  C o m m iss io n  (AEWC). 
I n d i v id u a l  c o m m u n ity  a l l o c a t i o n s  a re  th e n  d i s t r i b u t e d  
a t  t h e  a n n u a l w h a l in g  c o n v e n t io n  i n  B a r ro w . E l i g i b l e  
c o m m u n it ie s  se n d  d e s ig n a te d  c o m m is s io n e rs  t o  t h i s  
c o n v e n t io n  t o  make th e  d e te r m in a t io n s .  The  AEWC does  
e n d o rs e  “ lo m e d e 's  p le a  f o r  an  a l l o c a t i o n  and s u p p o r ts  
HJR 3 9 .

The IWC m e e ts  d u r in g  May t h i s  y e a r  i n  I c e la n d .  By t h a t  
t im e ,  AEWC and  th e  c o m m u n ity  o f  D iom ede ho pe  t o  h a ve  
c o m p le te d  a n e c e s s a ry  s u b s is te n c e  n e e d s  s tu d y  and  i t  
w o u ld  be my i n t e n t i o n  t o  h a ve  HJR 39 accom pany t h e i r  
te s t im o n y .  Y o u r a s s is ta n c e  i n  t h i s  i s  a p p r e c ia te d .

P le a s e  c a l l  J o h n  W a lsh  f o r  d e t a i l  o r  f u r t h e r  
in f o r m a t io n  on  t h i s  is s u e .
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** PRESS RELEASE **

5 A p r i l  1991

F rom : J o h n  W a lsh
R ep . R ic h a r d  F o s t e r 's  O f f i c e  
J u n e a u

RE: I n t r o d u c t i o n  H ouse J o in t  R e s o lu t io n  3 9 ; R e g a rd in g
B ow l.ead W ha le  A l l o c a t i o n  f o r  c i t y  o f  D iom ede

T o d a y , A p r i l  5 ,  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  R ic h a rd  F o s te r  
in t r o d u c e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  s u p p o r t in g  th e  C i t y  o f  D io m e d e 's  
r e q u e s t  f o r  a bow head w h a le  a l l o c a t i o n .  The r e s o lu t i o n  
h a s  b e e n  a s s ig n e d  t o  H ouse R e s o u rc e  c o m m it te e  f o r  
c o n s id e r a t io n .  F o l lo w in g  c o m m itte e  r e v ie w ,  t h e  f u l l  
H ouse w i l l  v o te  b e fo r e  s e n d in g  i t  a c ro s s  t o  t h e  S e n a te .

B e v e r ly  G r in a g e ,  E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r  w i t h  th e  A la s k a  
E s k im o  W h a lin g  C o m m iss io n  (AEWC), has  w o rk e d  c lo s e l y  
w i t h  R ep . F o s t e r 's  s t a f f  t o  in s u r e  p r o p e r  fo r m a t  and  
d e t a i l .  U pon p a s s a g e  i n  th e  A la s k a  L e g is la t u r e ,  th e  
r e s o lu t i o n  w i l l  be  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
W h a lin g  C o m m iss io n  (IWC) m e e t in g  i n  I c e la n d  May 1 991 . 
The IWC d e te r m in e s  a l l o c a t i o n s  o f  bow head w h a le s  t o  th e  
AEWC, w h ic h  th e n  d i s t r i b u t e s  among e l i g i b l e  w h a l in g  
c o m m u n it ie s .

I n  p r e p a r a t io n  f o r  t h e  May IWC m e e t in g ,  t h e  AEWC h a s  
c o m m is s io n e d  a s u b s is te n c e  s tu d y  w i t h  fu n d s  p r o v id e d  b y  
t h e  B u re a u  o f  I n d ia n  A f f a i r s .  T h is  s tu d y  i s  e s s e n t ia l  
i n  e s t a b l i s h in g  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  u se  o f  bow head w h a le  b y  
t h e  p e o p le  o f  L i t t l e  D iom e de .

R ep . F o s t e r  s t a t e d ,  " I  w a n t t o  do  a l l  I  c a n  t o  a s s is t  
my f r i e n d s  i n  L i t t l e  D iom ede i n  o b t a in in g  a bow head 
w h a le .  The  l a t e  M a y o r o f  D iom ede, Thomas M e n a d e lo o k , a 
re n o w n  w h a le r  i n  t h e  B e r in g  S t r a i t s  p u s h e d  h a rd  f o r  a 
bow head  a l l o c a t i o n  and I  hope  t h a t  t h i s  r e s o lu t i o n  w i l l  
a s s i s t  i n  a c h ie v in g  h i s  g o a l . "

R up . E i le e n  M acLean was l i s t e d  a s  f i r s t  c o - s p o n s o r  o f  
HJR 3 9 . F o s te r  e x p e c ts  m ore  c o l le a g u e s  t o  s ig n  on 
s o o n . A ny l e t t e r s  o f  s u p p o r t  c a n  be a d d re s s e d  t o  R ep. 
F o s t e r ,  B ox V , J u n e a u , AK. 9 9 8 1 1 .

## ## ## ##



Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commls 
P.O . Box 570 

Barrow, Alaska 99723 
P hm c: (907) 852-2392

January 4, 1991

The H o n o ra b le  R ic h a rd  F o s te r  
P .O . Box 1630 
Nome, A la s k a  99762

D ea r R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  F o s te r :

O u r O f f i c e  has been t r y i n g  f o r  y e a rs  t o  g e t  f u n d in g  f o r  a 
s u b s is te n c e  needs s tu d y  f o r  L i t t l e  Diomede so  th e y  c a n  r e c e iv e  a 
bowhead w h a le  q u o ta  a l l o c a t i o n .  We have s e n t  g r a n t  r e q u e s ts  t o  
v a r io u s  g r a n t in g  a g e n c ie s  in c lu d in g  B IA  and th e  N a t io n a l  M a r in e  
F is h e r ie s  S e r v ic e .  W ith  p re s s u re  fro m  S e n a to r  Ted S te v e n s , th e  B IA  
O f f i c e  i n  Ju n ea u  f i n a l l y  c o m m itte d  th e m s e lv e s  t o  g iv in g  us p a r t i a l  
fu n d in g  f o r  a t o t a l  o f  $ 4 0 ,0 0 0 . The s u b s is te n c e  needs  s tu d y  
r e q u i r e s  $ 1 2 7 ,0 0 0 .

T h is  s tu d y  has t o  be c o n d u c te d  b e fo r e  th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W ha lxng  
C om m iss ion  (IWC) can  c o n s id e r  L i t t l e  D iom ede as a bowhead w h a l in g  
c o m m u n ity , and th e  n e x t  IWC m e e t in g  w i l l  be h e ld  t h i s  M ay. We a re  
h o p in g  th e  needs s tu d y  ca n  be fu n d e d , and c o m p le te d  b y  May so t h a t  
th e  L i t t l e  D iom ede ca se  i s  p re s e n te d  t o  th e  IWC a t  t h a t  t im e ,  
o th e r w is e  w e ' l l  have t o  w a i t  a n o th e r  t h r e e  y e a rs  b e fo r e  t h i s  c a s e  
i s  b ro u g h t  t o  t h e  IWC a g a in .

We a re  h o p in g  t o  e n l i s t  y o u r  s u p p o r t ,  and i f  p o s s ib le ,  h e lp  th e  
v i l l a g e  o f  L i t t l e  D iom ede b y  g iv in g  th e  s tu d y  th e  n e c e s s a ry  fu n d in g  
i t  r e q u i r e s .  As yo u  may know , bowhead w h a le  h u n t in g  i s  im p o r ta n t  t o  
th e  e n t i r e  c o m m u n ity , b o th  p h y s ic a l l y  and c u l t u r a l l y .  O u r O f f i c e  
w o u ld  a p p r e c ia te  any a s s is ta n c e  you  can g iv e  t h i s  c r u c i a l  n e e d . I f  
yo u  have  an y  q u e s t io n s ,  p le a s e  c a l l  me a t  8 5 2 -2 3 9 2 .

S in c e r e ly ,

E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r

c c :  C i t y  o f  L i t t l e  D iom ede
T oby A n u n g a zu k , J r . ,  AEWC C o m m is s io n e r, W a les
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D IOMEDE CITY COUNCIL
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FEBRUARY 12, 1991

The H onorab le  R ic h a rd  F o s t e r  
P.O.  Box 1630 
NOME, ALASKA 99762

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F o s t e r :

The L i t t l e  Diomede C i t y  C o u n c i l  r e c e n t l y  p a s s e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  a q u o t a  
a l l o c a t i o n  f o r  one Bowhead Whale p e r  y e a r  from t h e  A la ska  Eskimo Whaling Commission 
(AEWC).

We have  been r e q u e s t i n g  a q u o t a  a l l o c a t i o n  f o r  many y e a r s ,  w i t h o u t  any s u c c e s s .
We have  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  h u n te d  t h e  bowhead w ha le ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  o u r  i s o l a t i o n  we 
were u n a b l e  to  p r e s e n t  o u r  c a s e  f o r  a whale  q u o ta  back when t h e  o t h e r  w h a l in g  
v i l l a g e s  p r e s e n t e d  t h e i r  c a s e s  t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Whaling Commission (IWC).

The AEWC has e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  t o  o u r  r e q u e s t ,  b u t  t h e y  have been u n a b l e  
t o  o b t a i n  the  n e c e s s a r y  f u n d i n g  f o r  a s u b s i s t e n c e  needs  s t u d y .

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Whaling Commission r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a s u b s i s t e n c e  needs  s t u d y  
be c o n d u c t e d  a t  L i t t l e  Diomede b e f o r e  t h e y  can  c o n s i d e r  t h e  q u o t a  a l l o c a t i o n  
r e q u e s t .
The n e e ds  s tu d y  r e q u i r e s  $ 1 2 7 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  The Bureau o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  J une au  
Area O f f i c e ,  has  a g r e e d  t o  g i v e  p a r t i a l  f u n d in g  o f  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  T h i s  was a c c o m p l i s h e d  
w i th  t h e  h e l p  o f  S e n a t o r  Ted S t e v e n s ,  b u t  a n o t h e r  $ 8 7 ,0 0 0 .0 0  i s  r e q u i r e d  to  
c o n d u c t  t h e  needs  s t u d y  p r i o r  t o  t h e  IWC m e e t in g  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  May.

The q u o t e  o f  $ 1 2 7 ,0 0 0 .0 0  f c r  t h e  needs  s t u d y  was g iv e  t o  AEWC by S te p h en  R. Braund 
A s s o c i a t e s .  They c o n d u c te d  t h e  n e e ds  s t u d i e s  f o r  Barrow and t h e  o t h e r  w h a l in g  

c o m m u n i t i e s .

We want  t o  s i n g  o u r  w h a l in g  s o n g s ,  e n j o y  N a l u k a t a q ,  and e a t  b l a c k  mukluk a g a i n .
I f  t h e r e  i s  anyway t h a t  you can h e l p  u s  f i n d  f u n d in g  f o r  the  needs  s t u d y  we would 
be v e r y  g r a t e f u l .  Thank you .

Mayor

Enclosure: Resolution 90-11
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ALASKA ESKIMO-WHALING COMMISSION-

ALASKA ESKIMO WHALING CAPTAINS ASSOCIATION ANNUAL CONVENTION

RESOLUTION 8 8 -0 1

WHEREAS, t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  I n t e r i o r  h a s  c o m m is s io n e d  a n e e d  
s t u d y  to  d e t e r m i n e  E sk im o  n e e d s  f o r  bow head  w h a le s  by 
e x a m in in g  h i s t o r i c  w h a l i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ;  an d

WHEREAS, t h i s  s t u d y  h a s  d o c u m e n te d  h i s t o r i c  w h a l in g  
a c t i v i t i e s  by  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  L i t t l e  D iom ede 
I s l a n d ,  an d

WHEREAS, t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  L i t t l e  D iomede I s l a n d  h a v e
p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  A l a s k a  E skim o W h a l in g  C om m ission  to  
becom e m embers a n d  r e c e i v e  a bow head  w h a le  q u o t a ;

THEREFORE BE IT  RESOLVED, t h a t  t h e  AEWC a c c e p t  L i t t l e
Diom ede a  member o f  t h e  C om m ission  a n d  t h a t  AEWC 
r e q u e s t s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  I n t e r i o r  t o  
j o i n  w i t h  AEWC i n  a s k i n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l  O c e a n ic  a n d  
A tm o s p h e r ic  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  r e v i s e  i t s  r e g u l a t i o n s  
to  i n c l u d e  L i t t l e  D iom ede I s l a n d  a s  a  r e c o g n i z e d  

. w h a l in g  v i l l a g e  i n  o r d e r  t o  a l l o w  AEWC t o  a s s i g n  
L i t t l e  D iom ede a  bo w h ead  w h a le  q u o t a .

I n t r o d u c e d  & A d o p te d ;  F e b r u a r y  1 9 ,  1988

ATTEST:

S e c r e t a r y V ic e  C h a irm a n
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C ITY  OF DIOMEDE

RESOLUTION N O .90-11

A RESOLUTION OF DIOMEDE CITY COUNCIL REQUESTING A BOWHEAD WHALE 
QUOTA FOR IN A L IK  (DIOMEDE).

WHEREAS, th e  a l l i e d  p e o p le s  o f  I n a l i k  ( L i t t l e  D io m e d e ), Im a g / iq  (B ig  
D iom ede) and Nuugaq (N au ka n ) have  s in c e  t im e  o u t  o f  m ind  fo l lo w e d  th e  
w h a le ; and

W hereas, to d a y  th e s e  p e o p le  l i v e  in  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  homes o n ly  on 
th e  A m e rica n  I s la n d  o f  L i t t l e  Diomede a t  th e  v i l l a g e  o f  I n a l i k ;  and

WHEREAS, a t  th e  t im e  q u o ta s  w ere  p la c e d  on a g v i i t  (B la c k  W ha le ) o u r  
i s o l a t i o n  m eant we w ere  u n a b le  to  p re s e n t  o u r  ca se  f o r  a w h a le  q u o ta  
as we fo l lo w e d  th e  ways o f  o u r  a n c e s to rs  w i t h o u t  c o n ta c t  w i t h  th e  
m a in la n d  on o u r  is la n d  home a t  I n a l i k ;  and

WHEREAS, we have  a lw a y s  been a p e o p le  o f  th e  w h a le ;  l i s t e n  to  o u r  
e v id e n c e ; l i s t e n  to  o u r  te s t im o n y ;  w a lk  among th e  w h a le  bones on o u r  
i s l a n d .

1) I n  C h a p te rs  X IX  and XX o f  h is  book DRUMS o f  DIOMEDE th e  m is s io n -  
a r y - ie a c h e r  A r th u r  H a n s in  E id e  on pages 1 8 5 -2 0 5  d ocum en ts  w h a l in g  
and N a lu k a ta a .  In  th e  p ic t u r e s  in  h is  book  E id e  shows th e  b le s s in g  
o f  th e  b o a ts ,  th e  w h a le  camps on th e  i c e ,  e le v e n  w ha le  b o a ts  
r e t u r n in g  to  th e  v i l l a g e  a t  L i t t l e  D iom ede, " c u t t i n g  up th e  s p i r i t  
w h a le " ,  th e  " b e g in n in g  o f  N a l lu k a ta k  ( s i c ) "  m u k tu k  e n jo y e d  by a l l .

2 ) O ur p e o p le 1 s b lo o d  i s  m a in ly  fro m  Im a q ir iq ,  a ls o  fro m  I n a l i k ,  Nuugaq 
and U q iu v a k , w i t h  some fro m  T a p q aq , T ik ig a q ,  Q a w ia ra q , K in g ig in ,  
S iu g a q . The o ld e s t  m a le  D io m e d e r, K im in a a k  was b o rn  on th e  s h ip  
B e lv e d e re  n e a r  H e rs c h e l I s la n d  in  Canada in  19 05 .
H is  f a t h e r  was A iy e rg a ,  a g r e a t  w h a le r  fro m  Im a q J fiq , who had 
s ig n e d  on w i t h  t h i s  Y ankee b o a t f o r  th e  s p r in g  bowhead h u n t .
When K im in a a k  moved to  L i t t l e  D iom ede in  1926 he rem em bers th e  
w h a l in g  a t  I n a l i k .  H is  u n c le  K a y o u k tu k  w h a le d  a t  I n a l i k .
K im in a a k  w ha led  w i t h  K a y o u k tu k . He rem em b ers : O k p e a lu k  to o k  a 
w h a le  in  1919, Om iak was s t r i k e r ;  a n o th e r  in  1928 , i n  1 9 38 -3 9  
A h k in g a s  and S in y a k is  to o k  w h a le s , in  1953 Om iak l o s t  o n e , s t r u c k  
by P a u l O m iak; th e n  K im in a a k  moved to  Nome.

3) A h k in g a ’ s g ra n d s o n  Kakaduk (R oge r K unayak) rem em bers th e  s t o r i e s .
He has w h a le d  in  B a rro w  f o r  b la c k  w h a le . O m ia k 's  son  P a t Om iak 
rem em bers th e  s t o r i e s .  He has w ha led  in  G a m b e ll and B a rro w  w i t h  
h is  r e l a t i o n .  A h k in g a 's  son A n o la k ,  O sca r A h k in g a  rem em bers th e  
s t o r i e s .  He has w h a le d  a t  B a rro w  and D iom ede f o r  b la c k  w h a le .
Sons and g ra n d s o n s  o f  o u r  o ld  w h a le rs  s t i l l  w h a le .  O n ly  now ve  
have  t o  h u n t  th e  b la c k  w h a le  w i t h  o u r  r e l a t i o n  a t  W a le s , G a m b e ll,  
B a rro w . A t Diomede we can  o n ly  h u n t  th e  g r a y ,  th e  m e in ke  w h a le s .
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4) We are tired of hunting only the gray whale at our island. 
Every year we hunt and land gray whale but we can not hunt 
the black whale. We know, but 3od, can not sing our whaling 
sor.gs, enjoy Nalukataq, onjoy black muktuk like our brothers.

NOW THEREFORE be XT RESOLVED THAT: th e  D iom ede C i t y  C o u n c i l ,  
th e  N a t iv e  V i l l a g e  o f  D iom edo, th e  V i l l a g e  o f  I r . l i a k ,  th e  
is la n d  o f  L i t t l e  D iomode he g ra n te d  a q u o ta  o f  a t  le a s t  one b la c k  
w h a le .

PASSED and A P P R O V E D  by the DIOMEDE CITY C O U N C I L  of LITTLE 
DIOMEDE this 5th day of December, 1990.

Thomas M enade look  S r . 
Mayor

D ir e c te d  to  : Eskim o W h a lin g  C om m iss ion
E skim o W h a lin g  C a p ta in in g  A s s o c ia t io n  
M ayor o f  th e  N o r th  S lo p e  B orough
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Whaling captains allocate ’91 harvest, seek quota increase
lh* AuxJtMl I’iiw

HA MHOW Eskimo whelms 
raplalns lift ve allocated this yenrjs 
whale harvest among thr* > l» tr \ 
coastal villages, and they said they 
will ask Hie International Whaling 
Cominlvvlnn In Increase Alaska's 
whalr quota at III May meeting 

Whalers aim  reiterated worries 
about iMilrnllnl offshore oil and 
(i> drlllifiK and plant lo respond 
to oil spills In Hip Aivllr

Thr whaling rapluln t wound up

a Ihrpp day meeting In Harrow la*t 
work by appinvluK (hr tame alio 
ration formula for the 1991 bow 
brad whalr hunt tliat ra lt l rd  tail 
yrar The wIibIiiik villages will bp 
nllowpd lo land 41 wluilra and may 
lak r 4? tlrlk rs lo land thrni 

Under Hip allorallon. SavoonRi 
and (Jamhle pach will Ret fnur 
whalrt, Wales will Ret imp. Klvall 
lid two. Point llope tlx, Wain 
wrlght five, Harrow 15 anil Nu 
Iqsut and Kaktovlk two eurh

Whalinit rip ta lm  lay Ihpy plan 
to aik for an Inrreatp In the 
Alaska quota when the Interna 
tiutiul Whalinit Commission mpeta 
In May In Ireland They tald they 
will propose ta litn i the total to  72 
t t r lk r t In land 54 whales.

Ur William Kvam, the outgoing 
U S rommlttlnnrr on the Interna 
llu n a l W hallnf C om m lttlon . 
pialsrd Eskimo whaler* In A latka 
for Hip way Ihry have managed the

whale hunt under IW C. guide 
llnei

“The aborig ina l tu b tli le n cp  
management trneme ha t been In 
place for elRht yrari, and we have 
continued to see Improved quo 
las." Evans said

"We alao more Importantly have 
seen Improved population estl 
mates. Improved xclenre, Inrrrasrs 
In the population, and a level nf 
cooperation between srlenre. man 
BRe/nant and the user community

that la unique In the world.”
The whallnR captains, mean- 

while, reiterated concerns about 
the slate's support for offshore oil 
and Ras drilling

"ToRether . . we must continue 
to push for an Independent envi­
ronmental assessment of th r  safely 
of drlllliiR In a rrtlr waters," said 
North Slope Borough Mayor Jeslle 
Kaleak Kaltak Is a whallnR rap 
lain
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