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R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  M ik e  N ava hue
(<M)7) 485-3770

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  I louic Flnunce CominltUv

March 10, 1991
TO: R e p re se n ta t iv e  Cliff Davidson, C h a ir ,  H ouse  R esources  C o m m ittee  

FROM : R ep resen ta t iv e  M ike Na^i

ion, v^nuir, m  

iv a r

S U B JE C T : S p o n so r  S ta te m e n t  for H J R  25 & H C R  8, reso lu tions  re la t in g  to th e  
Exxon V aldez s e t t le m e n t  d a ta .

H ouse  J o in t  Resolution 25 and  H ouse  C u r r e n t  R eso lu tion  8 a re  e s sen tia l ly  tho 
sam e  in  con ten t. T he  only difference in  th e  reso lu tions  is in  th e  la s t  p a ra g ra p h  
w h ere  d irec tions  a r e  given to whom  is  to receive th e  reso lu tions . T he  U niform  
Rules o f  the  A laska  S ta te  L eg is la tu re  in  R ule  49  . pecifics th e  type o f  reso lu tion  
a n d  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  m a n n e r  in  w hich the  reso lu tion  is to be h and led .

T h e  essence  o f  bo th  reso lu tions  is to req u ire  t h a t  th e  economic a n d  scientific  d a ta  
collected from  th e  s tu d ie s  of Exxon V aldez  trag e d y  be  re leased . I t  is  u n th in k a b le  
t h a t  som e en ti ty ,  ind iv idua l, o r  o rg an iza tio n  would d e s ire  to lock-up d a ta  from  an  
ecological m ish ap .  T he economic a n d  scientific  d a ta  is r e le v a n t  a n d  needed  to 
avoid fu tu re  m ish ap s  or, i f  a n o th e r  m is h a p  does occur society  will be b e t t e r  ab le  to 
h a n d le  the  d ia s te r s  a f te rm a th .

W hy does th e  L eg is la tu re  need  to e n s u re  th e  re lease  o f  th e  scientific  a n d  economic 
d a ta  from th e  Exxon spill?

1. O th e r  en ti t ie s  t h a t  m ay  l i t ig a te  in  the  fu tu re  m ay  find th e  d a ta  usefu l.

2. To e n s u re  p ro p e r  resource  m a n a g e m e n t  th e  d a ta  w ould  be usefu l in 
d e te rm in in g  th e  ev o lu tiona ry  h a p p en in g s  in  th e  w a te r s  o f  A laska .

3. Both  the  U.S. C ongress  a n d  th e  A laska  L e g is la tu re  need  to know  th e  
effects on th e  m a r in e  en v iro n m en t,  in  o rd e r  to d e te rm in e  th e  fu tu re  o f  d r i l l in g  
an d  t r a n s p o r t  of oil in th e  A la sk an  e n v iro n m en t.

4. Long te rm  policy involving th e  u se  double-hu ll ta n k e rs .

5. R elease  o f  the  d a ta  to only Exxon should  be unaccep tab le .

6. T h e  public  paid d irec tly  o r  ind irec tly  for th e se  s tu d ie s ,  the re fo re  i t  is 
unaccep tab le  not to allow public  access to th e  d a ta  g e n e ra te d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  
Exxon spill.
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7. To p roperly  con tinue  the  re s to ra t io n  o f  P r ince  W ill iam  Sound  a n d  o th e r  
a re a s  o f  th e  S ta te  d a ta  on w h a t  h a s  been accom plished n eed s  to he availab le .

It  is d ifficult to see the  dow nside  o f  th ese  two reso lu tions , b u t  in o rd e r  to be overly 
cau tio u s  one could consider th e  po ten tia l  legal exposure  t h a t  th e  S ta te  m a y  have. 
T h e  b a lan ce  be tw een  blocking access an d  open in fo rm ation  to a n y  d a ta  in  a  free 
society m u s t  be  carefully  weighed a s  to i ts  outcomes.
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