


WALTER J. HICKEL, G O V E R N O R

400 WIIJjOUCHBY AVENUE 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1796 
PHONE: (907) 465-2400 
FACSIMILE: (907) 586-2754

February 26, 1992

The Honorable Cliff Davidson, Chair 
House Resources Committee 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99811-1182

Dear Representative Davidson:

Su b j e c t : CSHB 508 (Res), establishing the Business Park Wetlands
Special Management Area.

Posi: Ion: The Department of Natural Resources does not object to
receiving title to this special area, as long as the land is free of 
hazardous waste and the agreement referred to in Section 2 of the 
bill assures that all management, development, and operating 
expenses for the site will be borne by a private sector 
organization. Should that organization terminate the agreement, the 
state would not have the funds to actively manage the area and needs 
the flexibility to close it until another organization assumes 
responsibility.

Backgr ound: The mid-town Anchorage area to be included in the
Business Park Wetlands Special Management Area currently contains no 
state-owned land. The Municipality of Anchorage is willing to 
donate land it owns in the area to the state (approximately 5 
acres), and the Business Park Wetlands Coalition is willing to 
purchase other acreage at the site and donate that land to the 
state. The Coalition is also willing to maintain and manage the 
area at no cost to the state.

Sincerely,

Harold C. Heinze 
Commissioner

cc: Committee Members
Representative Gruenberg 
Representative Ellis 
Representative Donley
Paul Fuhs, Legislative Liaison, Office of the Governor 
Ron Swanson, Division of Land
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AMENDMENT

TO: HB 508

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE BY REPRESENTATIVE GRUENBERG

I .  Page 1 , l i n e  1 3 , a f t e r  " d e p a r tm e n t " :
D e le te  " f o r  c o n t r o l ,  d e v e lo p m e n t, and m a in te n a n c e "

I I .  Page 2 , l i n e  6 , a f t e r  " c o m m is s io n e r " :  
D e le te  " s h a l l "
I n s e r t  "m a y"

I I I .  Page 2 , l i n e  9 , a f t e r  " 4 1 . 2 1 . 5 2 2 . " :
D e le te  " In c o m p a t ib le  u s e s  s h a l l  be  p r o h i b i t e d  o r  

r e s t r i c t e d ,  as p r o v id e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n . "

IV .  Page 2 , l i n e  1 1 , a f t e r  " w i t h " :
I n s e r t  " t h e  p u b l i c ,  a n d "

jr  P c r  z  2 z  -  z r
P ' u  / c {[) b i v i  f t u i i . n n  Pc«r i- U J a iU n 'h

Zoc>('f‘ en , . . Ci ) y{ ^O dona, C< sic{
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ATTACHMENT 1

ATTACHMENT TWO 

PROJECT F IN A N C IA L PROSPECTUS*

COSTS

1. A c q u i s i t i o n

Phase Ow n e r S iz e

I  A la s k a  USA 5 .3  a c re s
F e d e r a l  C r e d i t
U n io n

I I  B r e c h e t  4 .4  a c re s
I I I A  G e o rg e  M o r 4 .3 3  a c re s
I I I B  B r e c h e t  4 .4  a c re s
IV  B u s in e s s  P a rk  2 .4  a c re s

Fund

T o t a l  Phase I  (1 9 9 0 ) :  $ 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  (c o m p le te d )
T o t a l  Phase I I  ( 1 9 9 1 ) :  $ 1 6 5 ,0 0 0  
T o t a l  Phase I I I  ( 1 9 9 1 -1 9 9 2 ) :  $ 3 2 7 ,0 0 0  
T o t a l  Phase IV  (1 9 9 3 -1 9 9 4 ) :  $ 3 1 5 ,0 0 0

2 . Enhancem ent

a . One m i le  o f  c o m b in e d  b o a rd w a lk  @ $ 1 5 0 / l f
and g r a v e l  t r a i l  @ $ 5 0 / I f .

b . E d u c a t io n a l d is p la y s  a n d  i n t e r p r e t i v e
s ig n a g e  a lo n g  t h e  b o a rd w a lk  and  t r a i l

c .  P a rk in g  l o t
d .  R e v e g e ta t io n  a n d  p o n d s

T o ta l  E nhancem ent

REVENUES ( A c tu a l  ( i n  b o ld )  a n d  P r o je c te d )

I n d iv id u a ls  and  c o r p o r a t io n s  
Exxon C o. USA -  $ 2 5 ,0 0 0  
C hevron USA I n c .  -  $ 5 ,0 0 0  
O th e rs  -  $ 3 3 ,0 0 0  

P u b l ic  s o u rc e s
M u n ic ip a l i t y  o f  A n c h o ra g e  -  $ 1 5 0 ,0 0 0  
S ta te  o f  A la s k a  -  $ 3 7 5 ,0 0 0  
O th e rs  -  2 0 2 ,0 0 0  

D ucks U n l im ite d  
F o u n d a tio n s

C h ica g o , 1 1 1 . ,  f o u n d a t io n  -  $ 2 5 ,0 0 0

TOTAL REVENUES (ACTUAL AND PROJECTED)

E s tim a ted  P ric e  

2 0 0 ,0 0 0

1 6 5 .0 0 0
1 6 2 .0 0 0
1 6 5 .0 0 0
3 1 5 .0 0 0

$ 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  

1 0 ,0 0 0

3 0 .0 0 0  
100 .0 00

$ 3 4 0 ,0 0 0

$ 2 7 5 ,0 0 0

7 2 7 .0 0 0

7 0 .0 0 0
2 7 5 .0 0 0

$ 1 ,3 3 7 ,0 0 0

*N o te  t h a t  th e s e  a c q u i s i t i o n  p r ic e s  a re  b a se d  on 1989 a p p r a is a l  
r e p o r t s  and may n o t  a c c u r a t e l y  r e f l e c t  t h  a c t u a l  a c q u i s i t i o n  
p r ic e  re a che d  a f t e r  n e g o t ia t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o w n e rs .
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Third Annual Clean-up A Success
p aper, an d  all k in d s  o f in te re s tin g  tra s h  on  th e  th ird  

j i T ^  official B u s in e ss  P a rk  W e tla n d s  C lean-up  on  April 20. 
T h e  even t, w h ich  d rew  s ign ifican t in te re s t an d  co v e ra g e  from  
local te lev ision  an d  n ew s m ed ia , w as  a  m a jo r su c ce ss .

S ta rtin g  in 1989, th e  C lean-up h ad  b ee n  h e ld  d u r in g  C reek  
C lean-up  Day in m id-M ay. H ow ever, w alk ing  th ro u g h  d ee p  
p ea t an d  try in g  to  avoid  n e s tin g  w ildlife led  to  C lean-up  
o rg a n iz e rs  re sc h e d u lin g  th e  1991 even t to  a d a te  e a r lie r  in

April. As hoped , p artic ip an ts  w ere  ab le  to  w alk on frozen peat 
to  r e a c h  th e  e n t i r e  w e tla n d s  a re a  a n d  find  p re v io u s ly  
u n d isco v ered  tra sh . A lthough  m any  g e e s e  w ere  p re se n t to  
“hon k " th e  C lean-up  w o rk e rs  on, no  n e s ts  w ere  d is tu rb e d .

T h e  B u s in ess  P ark  W etlan d s C oalition w ish es to th an k  Lee 
an d  F re d  S te in h a u se r, o rg a n iz e rs  o f th e  C lean-up, a s  well a s  
KTUU C h an n e l 2, KTVA C h an n e l 11. and  th e  A nchorage  Daily 
N ew s for th e ir  helpful co v e rag e . L is t, b u t not least, a b ig  hand  
g o e s  to  th e  m any  C lean-up p artic ip an ts .
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Fundraising Facts
A laska’s first p u b lic /p r iv a le  jo in t v en tu re  to  aq u irc  
and  p re se rv e  an  im p o rta n t n a tu ra l a re a  h a s  
re a c h e d  a m a jo r fu n d ra is in g  goal. T h e  efforts 

of th e  B u s in ess  P ark  W etlands C oalition, su p p o rted  by nearly  
200 co n trib u to rs , have th u s  far cu lm ina ted  in ra is in g  o r  g a in in g  
co m m itm en ts  for over $320,000!

T h e  d iv e rse  so u rc e s  o f th e  fu n d s in c lu d e  ind iv iduals, sm all 
b u s in e s s e s ,  m a jo r  c o r p o r a t io n s ,  fo u n d a t io n s ,  n o n p ro f it  
o rgan izations, an d  th e  M unicipality  o f A n ch o rag e . A b reak d o w n  
o f th e  co n tribu tion  so u rc e s  is illu stra ted  to  th e  righ t.

In F eb ru ary , th e  B u s in ess  P ark  W etlan d s C oalition  m a d e  its first 
p u rc h a se  o f 5.3 a c re s  o f th e  m ajo r n es tin g  a re a  of th e  W etlands. P ro p e rty  
acquisition neg o tia tio n s and  fu n d ra is in g  effo rts  a re  con tin u in g . Total Raised To-Date: $ '320 100

In te re s ted  in m ak ing  a  con tribu tion? Call 562-2514. T h an k s!

O

Public Access Improvements Planned
D u rin g  a re c e n t April m eetin g , th e  C oalition  E xecu tive  

C o m m ittee  rev iew ed a  p ro p o sed  d es ig n  to co n s tru c t 
a  pub lic  view ing area , ed u ca tio n a l signs , and  a sm all 

p icnic a re a  a t th e  w est e n d  o f W est 48th  A venue ad jacen t to  th e  
W etlands. D esig n ed  by E lise H u g g in s  o f  E arth scap e , th e  
im p ro v e m en ts  will p rov ide  a  sligh tly  ra ise d  v iew ing  d ec k  for 
schoo l an d  o th e r  g ro u p s . E ye-ca tch ing  p la c a rd s  d e ta ilin g  th e  
re s id e n t an d  v isiting  w aterfow l will b e  located  n e a r  th e  view ing 
area . Ju s t to  th e  n o rth  of th e  v iew ing p la tfo rm  will be a  sm all 
p icnic a re a  fo r th e  m any  no o n tim e v is ito rs  to  th e  W e tla n d s  w ho 
now  en joy  ea tin g  th e ir  lunch  w hile  w a tc h in g  th e  w aterfow l 
activity.

M ajor con tribu to rs  to th is exciting  pro ject include C hevron 
USA Inc., E arthscape, and A lyeska P ipeline Service Co.

C o n s tru c tio n  is sc h ed u le d  to b eg in  in  la te  su m m er, a fte r  
th is  y e a r ’s  c ro p  of g o s lin g s , d u ck lin g s, an d  g u lls  have m oved  
on. E lise H u g g in s, C h a ir  o f  th e  S ite  Im p ro v e m e n ts  C o m m ittee  
is s e e k in g  d o n a tio n ^  o f m a te r ia ls  an d  labo r. F o r m o re  
in fo rm ation , call E lise a t 279-2688.

Business 
Park 
Wetlands

A nchorage, A la ska

m  T he Business Park W etlands is a 28-acre open space area in Anchorage’s 
highly-developed south midtown. Though located in close proximity to 

several major thoroughfares, it provides a quiet and surprisingly rem ote oasis for 
eating lunch, viewing the abundant waterbird population, or just watching the change 

of seasons.
This isolated, partially disturbed bog is a remnant piece of what was, until the late 1970’s, a 

vast section of interwoven ponds and wetlands habitat known as patterned bog that 
J  j  stretched from near Potter Drive north to the old lush Creek basin near 36th 

f  . J f  Avenue. The original wetlands area contained num erous large ponds and a
highly diverse and productive mix of habitats. T hisarea was arguably the most 

y  ,  extensive patterned ground bog in the Anchorage Bowl.
j  Today, the Business Park W etlands is extremely high in wildlife activity 

-jJ L  for its relatively small size. Every year, more than 20 pairs of Canada Geese
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State Appropriation Moves Ahead
B u s in ess  P ark  W e tlan d s C oalition C hair, M aridc lh  
S an d le r, re p o r ts  tha t a $375,000 ap p rop ria tion  for 
c o n tin u ed  aqu isition  o f th e  W e tla n d s  w a sp a sse d  by 

a  very  e n th u s ia s tic  A laska S ta te  le g is la tu re . M uch  o f th e  legislative 
su p p o rt is d u e  to th e  m any  le tte rs  A n ch o rag e  le g is la to rs  received  
from  B u s in ess  P a rk  W etlan d s su p p o rte rs . R ep resen ta tiv e  Dave 
C h o q u e tte ’s  staff e s tim a ted  th a t th ey  a lone  rece iv ed  thirty-five 
le tters!

T h e  C oa lition  a s k e d  th e  S ta te  to  jo in  o u r  p u b lic /p r iv a te  
fu n d ra is in g  effo rts  to  a c q u ire  th e  W c tla n d sb y  m a tc h in g  th e  m onies 
a lread y  ra ised . S ta te  participation  is  very  im p o rtan t b e c au se  it will 
lev erag e  significant n ew  m o n ies  from  private an d  nonprofit sou rces.

M uch  can  y e t h ap p en  d u rin g  th e  b u d g e t review  by th e  G overnor, 
in c lu d in g a v e lo o f th e a p p ro p ria tio n . P lease  focus y o u r  a tten tion  on 
G o v e rn o r  H icke l by w ritin g  h im  to  u rg e  th a t h e  k e e p  th e  
ap p ro p ria tio n  in th e  b u d g e t. A g ood  idea  is to w rite  y o u r  le tte r  on 
y o u r  b u s in e ss  le tte rh e a d . You can  a lso  easily  se n d  a  P ub lic  O pinion 
M e ssa g e  by ca lling  561-7007.

Q u estio n s?  Call M a rid e lh  S an d le r  a t 274-7555 (days) o r  at 346-2535 (even ings).
John Warden

New Bird Sightings

Greg McClellan

Right on  sc h ed u le , th e  first M allard  D u ck s  b eg a n  re tu rn in g  to  a 
|  H  snow y B u s in ess  P ark  W etlan d s d u r in g  th e  last w eek  o f M arch , 
V I  ac co rd in g  to W e tla n d s  n e ig h b o rs  Lee an d  F re d  S te in h a u se r. W hile 

th e  B u s in ess  P a rk  W etlands C oalition w as w o rk in g  to  g e t o u t a m ailing  on 
W ed n esd ay , April 3, th e  first C an ad a  G ee se  flew o v erh ead . A  go o d  om en! 
L i te r  th a t w eek  severa l G ee se  w ere  o b se rv ed  w alk ing  g in g e rly  on th e  snow .

H ie  w arm ing  sp rin g  b ro u g h t a  w ide a rra y  o f w aterfow l. A s ever, h u n d re d s  
o f C anada G ee se  h av e  e i th e r  s to p p e d  briefly  at th e  W e tla n d s  o r  have  re tu rn e d  
fo r th e  su m m er. A s o f ea rly  M ay, four E u ra s ia n  W ig eo n s  w ere  s ig h te d  at th e  
W etlands, w hich  is a first for th e  a re a  and  a fairly u n u su a l A n ch o rag e  
o cc u ren ce . O th e r  new  s ig h tin g s  have  inc luded  G olden  P lovers, G laucous 
G ulls, and  a S andhill C rane .

M ark  D alton c h a irs  th e  W e tla n d s  W atch  C o m m ittee  an d  w elco m es rep o rts  
o f any u n u su a l o r  even  u su a l s ig h tin g s . P lea se  g ive  h im  a call a t 562-2514 
d u r in g  th e  day.

nest in the area. The large number of nests is three to four times higher 
per unit area than other comparable Anchorage wetlands.

In early spring, it is common to see well over 100 ducks and geese 
at a time on the meltwater ponds. The area is also home to one of four 
significant Mew Gull colonies remaining in the Anchorage Bowl, as 
well ;is many Mallards, Northern Shovelers, American Wigeons, 
plovers, dowitchers, and other birds. Thirty-eight bird species have 
been observed in the wetlands during the summer months.

The Business Park Wetlands also provides an important and well- 
used open space for neighborhood residents and those working in the 
adjacent business and industrial areas. Greater Anchorage area 
residentsbringtheirfamiliestuobserve the geese and young goslings. 
On every spring and summer day, countless numbers of people walk

or drive to the Wetlands to enjoy a quiet moment. Others jog or 
fitness walk past the wetlands, using the convenient one mile loop 
of adjacent public roads. Tour companies have chosen the 
Wetlands as a regular stop on their city tours, and school classes 
use the site as a convenient outdoor classroom.

The area supports three wetlands plant communities and 
numerous ponds that contain open water all summer. Most of the 
wetlands plant communities contain ericaceous species like 
sweetgale, dwarf birch, leatherleaf, and Labrador tea. Sedges, 
grasses, rushes, and various mosses are common groundcover 
species. Several wetlands - dependant plants survive in 
the Business Park Wetlands, many of which have become 
rare in the Anchorage area from continued wetlands filling.



Who Is The 
Business Park 
Wetlands Coalition?

/  T h e  C oalition w as o rgan ized  in J u n e  1988 w ith th e  
p u rp o se  o f p re se rv in g  the  th irty -ac re  B u s in ess  P ark  
W etlands in m id tow n A nchorage . In th e  th re e  y e a rs  o f 

its ex is ten ce , th e  C oalition  h as  ra ised  o v e r  $820,000, co llec ted  
data  on th e  b iological and  rec rea tio n a l u se  o f th e  W etlands, 
nego tia ted  th e  p u rch a se  of 5.3 ac res  o f th e  W etlands, com ple ted  
sev era l d e s ig n s  for e n h a n c e m e n t o f th e  a re a , an d  o th e r  
sign ifican t ac co m p lish m en ts . T h e  C oalition’s e ffo rts  a re  th e  
first tim e  in A laska th a t a  jo in t v en tu re  of p rivate and  pub lic  
efforts a re  successfu lly  sav ing  an im p o rtan t na tu ra l a rea .

...and w hat an im p o rtan t na tu ra l a re a  th e  B u s in ess  P a rk  
W etlands is! h i s t  su m m er, th e  W etlands w as th e  s ite  o f m o re  
n es tin g  activity  for C an ad a  G ee se  an d  o th e r  w aterfow l th a n  any 
o th e r  w etlan d s in A nchorage! O ver tw en ty  pairs  o f n es tin g  
G eese  ra ised  ov er e ig h ty  g oslings. N u m ero u s  o th e r  sp e c ie s  
a lso  s u c c e s s fu l ly  r a is e d  th e ir  y o u n g  a t  th e  W e tla n d s . 
H istorically , th e  B u s in ess  P ark  W etlands is th e  se co n d  m o st 
p roductive  w etlan d s in A n ch o rag e  p e r  u n it area.

T h e  C oalition  is  c o m p rise d  o f in d iv id u a ls  from  m a n y  
com pan ies, o rgan izations, and  ag en cies . C oalition E xecu tive  
C o m m ittee  m e m b e rs  a re  M arid e th  S and le r, M ark  D alton, 
h ir ry  R un d q u ist, C h a rle n e  H utton , J im  T h ie le , and  E lise 
H uggins. F o r m ore  in form ation  on the  B u s in ess  P ark  W etlands 
and  C oalition  activ ities, call 562-2514.

Q u a c k e r  Q l u b
Distinguished Benefactors

Municipality of Anchorage Representative Max (iruenberg

Exxon Co. USA IIDR Engineering, Inc.

HP Exploration (Alaska) Inc. Charlene and Jim 1 lullon

Chevron U.S.A. Inc. James II. Kentch

Alyeska Pipeline Service Co. landmark anil Associates

Alaska Department of Pish & Game Michael Ee Vaugh

Alaska Journal of Commerce Vivian Mendenhall

Alaska Mill anil Peed Moure Business Forms

Anchorage Audubon Society The Nature Conservancy

Anchorage Daily News Judy and Jack O'Neale

Ashburn & Mason Larry A. Rundquist

AT hiblishing, Inc. The Sandler Family

Black-Smith .& Richards Lee and Fred Steiuhauser

Cold Weather Contractors Jim Thiele

Susan and Wilson Condon Thomas, Bead & Greisen. CPAs

Cami and Mark Dalton Time Frainc

Dave's Appliance Repair David IE Valz

Earthscape Jack While Company

Alexander Frsson Waterfowl USA

Diane & Michael Prank Wildlife Federation of Alaska
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Revision Date:

Title: Business Park Wetland__________

Management Area________________________

Sponsor: Gruenberg, Ellis, Donley

Requestor: H o u se  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

Department Affected: Fish and Game

BRU: Habitat________________________

Component: Habitat_________________

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. A— U -

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98

PERSONAL SERVICES 0

TRAVEL 0

CONTRACTUAL 0

SUPPLIES 0

EOUIPMENT 0

LAND & STRUCTURES 0

GRANTS CLAIMS 0

MISCELLANEOUS 0

TOTAL OPERATING 0

CAPITAL

REVENUE 
FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 0

FEDERAL FUNDS 0

OTHER
FUND SOURCE:

0

TOTAL 0

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 •

PART-TIME 0

TEMPORARY 0

Estimate of current year impact: No impact on current year.

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)
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House Majority Leader
C o m m it t e e s  

H o u s e  Ju d ic ia r y  
H o u s e  R ules  

H o u s e  Sta te  A ffairs 
Sp e c ia l  C o m m it t e e  

M il it a r y  a n d  V et. A ffairs  
L e g is l a t iv e  C o u n c il

State of Alaska

- *«
Representative Max F. Gruenberg, Jr.

District 11 
Spenard, Upper Midtown Anchorage

P.O. B o x  V  
Ju n e a u . A K  99811 

(907) 465-3718 
465-4968 /4986  

(S e s s io n )

3111 C  Str e e t , Su it e  440 
A n c h o r a g e , A K  99503 

(907) 561-7621

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Members o f  th e  House R e s o u rc e s  C o m m itte e

FROM: R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  Max G ru e n b e rg  A W y .

DATE: F e b ru a ry  2 4 , 1992

RE: S u p p o r t  f o r  HB 5 0 8 , "T h e  B u s in e s s  P a rk
W e tla n d s  B i l l "

I  w o u ld  v e r y  much a p p r e c ia te  y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  HB 5 0 8 .

HB 508 c r e a te s  th e  th e  B u s in e s s  P a rk  W e tla n d s  S p e c ia l  Use A re a  
( a p p r o x im a te ly  30 a c r e s ) . The B u s in e s s  P a rk  W e tla n d s  a re  an 
i n c r e d i b l y  p r o d u c t iv e  n e s t in g  a re a  f o r  w a te r fo w l  i n  c e n t r a l  
A n c h o ra g e . F unds f o r  th e  p u rc h a s e  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  in s id e  th e  
B u s in e s s  P a rk  W e tla n d s  h a ve  be en  d o n a te d  b y  g ro u p s  su ch  as 
D ucks U n l im i t e d  and E xxon  C o r p o r a t io n .

HB 508 i s  som ew hat s i m i l a r  t o  HB 2 0 0 , w h ic h  th e  g o v e rn o r  
v e to e d  l a s t  sum m er. H ow eve r, i t  c o n ta in s  im p ro v e m e n ts  w o rk e d  
o u t  w i t h  t h e  g o v e rn o rs  o f f i c e ,  t h e  M u n ic i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o ra g e , 
and th e  B u s in e s s  P a rk  W e tla n d s  C o a l i t i o n .  We ha ve  been  
in fo rm e d  t h a t  t h i s  new c o n c e p t h a s  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  a l l  o f  th e s e  
i n t e r e s t s .

I f  y o u  h a ve  a n y  q u e s t io n s  o r  com m ents p le a s e  c o n ta c t  my 
l e g i s l a t i v e  a s s is t a n t ,  M a rk  H a n d le y  a t  4 6 5 -4 9 6 8 .

T hank  y o u  v e r y  m uch.

E n c l o s u r e s .

HB508. SUP\MTH



1 Business Park
fb

Coalition

The Business Park Wetlands is a 28-acre T H E  B U S I N E S S  P A R K  W E T L A N D S :
open space area in Anchorage’s highly- I M P O R T A N T
developed south midtown. Though located in close proximity to
several major thoroughfares, it provides a quiet and surprisingly N E I G H B O R H O O D
remote oasis for eating lunch, viewing the abundant waterbird R E S O U R C E
population, or just watching the change of seasons. On many a nice 
day, area residents or workers can be found walking, jogging, or sitting along the wetlands’ 
perimeter. Greater Anchorage area residents also use the area, especially for viewing wildlife.

W h a t  i s  U n U S U a l  It >s extremely high in wildlife activity for its relatively small size.
■ , , i In late spring 1989, upwards of 20 pairs of Canada Geese nested

a D O U l  m e  j n  t^e j3 usjness park Wetlands. The large number of nests is three to
B u s i n e s s  P a r k  four times higher per unit area than other comparable Anchorage

j j  ^  Wetlands. In early spring, it is common to see more than 100 ducks
* and geese at a time on the meltwater ponds. The area is also home to one 

of four significant Mew Gull colonies remaining in the Anchorage Bowl, as 
well as many Mallards, Northern Shovelers, American Wigeons, Plovers, Dowitchers, and other 
birds. Over thirty avian species have been observed in the wetlands during the sum m er months. 
Although it is not a developed or even designated park area, the Business Park Wetlands pro­
vides an important and well-used open 
space for neighborhood residents and 
those working in the adjacent business 
and industrial areas. Greater Anchorage 
area residents bring their families to 
observe the geese and young goslings.
On every summer day, many people 
walk or drive to the west end of West 
48th Avenue to eat lunch. Others jog or 
fitness walk past the wetlands, using the 
convenient one-mile loop of adjacent 
public roads. This makes for an interest­
ing outing, as it may involve dodging the 
harassment of concerned mother gulls 
and other protective birds.



A n c h o r a g e  R e s i d e n t s  a n d  A r e a  W o r k e r s  intrusive uses and users
»  _  . _  ,  t l (  , out of the wetlands.
P r o t e c t  t h e  B u s i n e s s  P a r k  W e t l a n d s .  Nearly fifty stray cats and

dogs were live-trapped over a 
three-year period and sent to the shelter 
where they could find caring owners. 
"Stray" humans whose actions seem out of 
character with the more recreational and 
educational atmosphere that surrounds the 
wetlands are quickly asked to go elsewhere 
by the nearby business workers and resi­
dents. Because of this overwhelming and 
active concern for the Business Park Wet­
lands, a petition drive was mounted six 
years ago to purchase the area for a park.

Although the drive stopped short of suc­
cess at that time, the effort has been re­
vived. In 1988, businesses, area residents, 
environmental and neighborhood groups, 
and governmental agencies joined together 
as the BUSINESS PARK WETLANDS COA­
LITION. The Coalition is supported by 
nearly 1000 Anchorage residents, as evi­
denced by the success of a recent petition 
drive. When, in early spring 1989, one of 
the property owners began filling a portion 
of the wetlands, the immediate vocal sup­
port for this publicly cherished resource 
resulted in a short-term halt of fill activity.

The goal of the Business Park Wetlands 
Coalition is to purchase this important area 
of shrinking open space so that it is re­
tained, enhanced, and managed for recrea­
tional, educational, and environmental pur­
poses. The value of this effort is two-fold: 
the Business Park Wetlands already serves 
as an important open space and recrea­
tional neighborhood improvement for resi­
dents and workers alike. Creative design 
could easily multiply its present benefits. 
Because of its currently high productivity 
as a wetlands habitat, the Business Park 
Wetlands also holds exciting potential for 
increased wildlife use, if enhanced and 
managed properly.

The Business Park Wetlands is owned by 
four separate private owners. It is largely 
zoned for high-density residential use and, 
because the Municipality of Anchorage 
classified it as developable wetlands in 
1982, it can be filled and destroyed with no 
public input and little regulatory agency re­
view. Despite the threat to its continued ex­
istence, the Business Park Wetlands has 
been adopted by the public. For years, ad ­
jacent residents and businesses have kept

Photo: Maridelh Sandler



Pholo: Cami Dallcn

T he Coalition has  m a d e  
strong p rogress  
tow ard m eeting  
its goal. T he wildlife an d  o ther w etlands  re ­
so u rces  of the  a rea  hav e  been , an d  are  
continuing to be, d o c u m en ted  an d  p h o to ­
g raphed . The ac tions  of neighboring resi­
den ts  and  b u s in esses  to  m a n a g e  th ese  
resources , both in the  p a s t  and  a t  p resen t, 
are  a lso  being recorded. D iscussions with 
a rea  property  ow ners hav e  been  underw ay  
for several m o n th s  to ascerta in  p u rc h a se  
and  trade  options. Two of th e se  op tions  a re  
in active negotia tion  with the  respective  
parties. O n e  involves a land trade  for a 
significant portion of th e  w etlands and  the  
sec o n d  would result in acquisition of an  im ­
m edia te ly  ad jacen t  a rea . T ogether, th e se  
tran sac tio n s  will result in preservation  of 
nearly  half of the  B usiness Park W etlands. 
Fundrais ing  for the  pro ject h a s  begun , with 
a substan tia l a m o u n t  a lready  ra ised  from 
private  contributions. The Coalition h a s  an  
overall fundraising s tra tegy  and  h a s  dev e l­
oped  a co n ce p t  plan for the  area . This 
includes e n h a n c e m e n t  of the  a rea  to c rea te  
m ore  o p en  ponds  for waterbird rearing and  
to filter the  d ra inage  w ater en tering  the  w et­

lands from ad jacen t  
uses . O ther  im ­
p ro v em en ts  

would facilitate u se  of the  B usiness  Park 
W etlands for con tinued  wildlife viewing, as  
well a s  jogging  an d  fitness walking.

New an d  exciting activities cou ld  a lso  find a 
h o m e  in th e  B usiness  Park W etlands. The 
u p lan d s  portion of the  op en  s p a c e  a rea  
lends itself well a s  th e  site for an  A udubon- 
sp o n so re d  Urban N ature  C enter, th a t  would 
h o u se  d isp lays on  w etlands hab ita t  and  
wildlife. B ec a u se  of the  unique oasis  feeling 
of this easily a ccess ib le  setting, the  na tu re  
cen te r  could  be  widely u sed  by school and  
co llege c la sses  (in addition to o the r youth  
and  adu lt g roups)  to  learn a b o u t  natural 
w etlands hab ita t  still rem ain ing  within 
A n c h o ra g e ’s u rban  scen e .  T he p lanned  trail 
and  boardw alk  loops  a re  des ig n ed  with 
a re a s  for wildlife viewing, fitness s tations, 
ou tdoo r educa tiona l d isplays, and  b en ch es .  
Location of a N ature  C en ter  on-s ite  would 
provide a rare opportun ity  to co m b in e  and  
bring into focus th e  B usiness Park W et­
lan d s ’ env ironm enta l, recreational, e d u c a ­
tional, and  o p en  s p a c e  potentials.

T h e  F u t u r e  L o o k s  B r i g h t  

f o r  t h e  B u s i n e s s  P a r k  W e t l a n d s
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potential activities

• Jogg ing , R u n n in g , W alk ing
1 /4  m ile  & 3 /4  m ile  loop trail

• In te rp re tive  A reas (£ f*)

• A u d u b o n  N a tu re  Center

• W ild life  V iew ing

• R e la x in g /L u n c h  S top

•  H a b ita t Enhancem ent

Plan designed by Earthscape



B u s i n e s s  P a r k  W e t l a n d s  This isolated, partially disturbed bog is a remnant
A  T h r e a t e n e d  piece of what was, until the late-1970s, a vast

section of interwoven ponds and wetlands habitats known as pat- 
N a t u r a l  A r e a  terned ground that stretched from near Potter Drive north to the old

Fish Creek basin near West 36th Avenue. The original wetlands 
area contained numerous large ponds and a highly diverse and productive mix of habitats. 
This area was arguably the most extensive and complex pat­
terned ground bog in the Anchorage Bowl.

The area sup­
ports three 
wetlands plant 
communities 
and numerous 
ponds that 
contain open 
v'ater all sum ­
mer. A small 
section of 
mixed birch 
and cotton­
wood forest

stands at the area’s southwest corner. Most c tne wetlands 
plant communities contain ericaceous species like sweetgale, 
dwarf birch, leatherleaf, and Labrador tea. Sedges, grasses, rushes, and various mosses are 
common understory species here. Several wetlands dependent plants survive in the Business 
Park Wetlands, many of which have become rare or threatened in the Anchorage area from 
continued wetlands filling.

Of major concern 
and influence to 
this site is the 
local hydrology, 
which has been al­
tered by adjacent 
development.
Groundwater input 
to this system is 
necessary to 
maintain the wet­
lands1 habitats and 
open water in criti­
cal dry periods.
Any additional
change or loss of the area’s groundwater will further degrade the 
wetlands’ functions and viability.

Photos provided by John Hyde and Dan Rosenberg. ADF&G



S U P P O R T E R S  O F  

T H E  B C I S I N E S S  P A R K  W E T L A N D S

include:

Anchorage Audubon Society 
Alaska Center for the Environment 

Spenard Community Council 
Anchorage Waterways Council 

Nature Conservancy 
American Society of Landscape Architects - Anchorage Chapter 

Alaska Departm ent of Fish and Game 
Municipality Of Anchorage 

- Urban Design Commission 
- Parks and Recreation Commission 

- Departm ent of Economic Development and Planning 
TRF Management 

Ott Engineering, Inc.
The Virginia Computer Company 

Jim Thiele, Certified Financial Planner 
Ashburn and Mason 

Earthscape 
TimeFrame 

AT Publishing 
Moore Business Forms

Project Aerial Photos contributed by Aero Map, U.S.

Nearly one thousand people agree with the nany actively-involved businesses, organi­
zations, agencies, and neighborhood residents that the Business Park Wetlands must be 
preserved now. Join us in our efforts! Use the enclosed envelope to help us acquire as 
many square feet of wetlands as you wish. Or, you’re invited to ‘‘purchase’’ a goose nest 
to insure that this year’s newborn Canada Geese will have a home to which they can 
return next spring. All contributions are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law 
because of the Coalition's affiliation with the Anchorage Audubon Society, a local non­
profit organization. If you’d also like to become more involved, there’s space for you to 
let us know that too. Thank you for your support!

For more information, contact:
Marideth Sandler (562-2514-days or 346-2535-evenings) 
or Robert Senner (258-4054-days or 345-5891-evenings.)



B I R D S  Y O U  A R E  L I K E L Y  T O  S E E  I N  T H E

B U S I N E S S  P A R K  W E T L A N D S

C an ad a  G oose* Ring-billed Gull
Mallard* Mew Gull*

G reen-w inged Teal Herring Gull*
A m erican  W igeon* G laucous-w inged  Gull

Northern Pintail Bald Eagle
Northern Shoveler* Tree  Swallow

G reater S c a u p Violet-green Swallow
S e m ip a lm a te d  Plover C o m m o n  Raven

Killdeer R uby-crow ned  Kinglet
Lesser Golden-Plover A m erican  Robin*

G reater Yellowlegs Yellow-rum ped W arbler
Lesser Yellowlegs* S a v a n n ah  Sparrow *
S po tted  S an d p ip e r W hite-crow ned Sparrow*

Short-billed Dowitcher* Lincoln’s Sparrow
C o m m o n  Snipe Pine Siskin

Least S andp iper* C o m m o n  Redpoll
* Known or p robable breeder.

Ust provided by the Anchorage Audubon Society

Business Park
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Coalition
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